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You're ambitious and motivated. Otherwise you wouldn’t even be considering an MBA. You also know

that the GMAT is the real deal. Consider this:

*  Every year, over 40,000 people take the GMAT more than once.
*  To achieve a 700 score, you must outperform 93% of test-takers.
* High SAT scores do not necessarily correlate to high GMAT scores.

*  Many GMAT test-takers study for 2—3 hours per day for 3—4 months, while work-
ing 70+ hours per week.

So how do you prepare to face the GMAT? The GMAT Roadmap will show you the way, whether you
are enrolled in one of our classes or working through our materials on your own.

Every article in this book was written by a veteran instructor with years of experience and success in
both classroom teaching and private tutoring, so these pages are overflowing with expert advice. Look-
ing for guidance on time management? Tips for improving reading comprehension? Advice on handling
test anxiety? You'll find it all here.

How to Use This Book

Chapter 1: What Is the GMAT?
Read this first if you are unfamiliar with the GMAT.

Chapters 2 & 3: Getting Organized & How to Learn Content

If you've signed up for a Manhattan GMAT course, read before your course starts but after you
take a Manhattan GMAT practice exam. These chapters will help you interpret your practice
test results and chart your game plan.

Chapters 4-12:

These chapters are designed to guide you through our course or through nine weeks of self-
study, so read one per week. Focus more on the parts of the book that seem the most relevant
for you. For example, if you are struggling in Quant but doing very well in Verbal, you may
want to devote extra time to Chapter 4: The Big Picture of GMAT Quant, and just skim
through Chapter 5: The Big Picture of GMAT Verbal.

We hope that you will find this book both encouraging and informative. We wish you all the best as
you begin your GMAT preparation!

— The instructors of Manhattan GMAT
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What Is the GMAT?

The Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT) is required by most business schools. The test is
designed to assess the overall reasoning skills required for success in business school; it is not a test of
knowledge or achievement in any particular subject area. Therefore, the GMAT requires only a bare
minimum of business-related knowledge—generally limited to basic accounting concepts, such as rev-
enue and profit, that are fundamental enough to be considered general knowledge.

The GMAT does, of course, require some foundational knowledge, but none of that knowledge is
particularly advanced. The objective content of the exam is generally limited to high-school algebra
and geometry, logical reasoning, and college-level reading comprehension. When GMAT problems are
difficult, the challenge does not stem from the use of obscure facts, rules, or procedures; rather, dif-
ficult GMAT problems are like puzzles, in that they combine relatively basic concepts in unusual and
often ingenious ways. In other words, the test cannot be mastered with linear thinking and memorized
routines alone; it depends heavily on intuitive insights and lateral thinking.

The GMAT consists of three separate sections: two 30-minute essays, a 75-minute Quantitative section,
and a 75-minute Verbal section, separated by optional 8-minute breaks. The total length of the actual
test, then, is just under four hours—and the miscellaneous formalities that precede the test can add up
to another hour. The GMAT is thus not only a test of reasoning, it’s also a test of endurance.

In June 2012, one of the GMAT’s two essays will be replaced by a new section known as Integrated
Reasoning (IR). This section, which will consist of 12-15 questions, combines both math and Verbal
tasks. It will require test-takers to sort through larger quantities of information; for instance, students
will have to extract relevant information from a full page of tables or determine relationships among
multiple short passages.

15



$) #$ $
$) #$(
= $)* +
B $
7)) ) $ F'66G
# $ F%/G
= $)* +
9.,)
$ % 4
4 ) $$
$ 4 $
1B ? % #
II#
%$ "
#
+ "
%
% =
/
%
!
*( < #
8
277%)

E="BD (=

%

%

'66

"%/

3%
%3'%/

%.'%3

%

%

%6'%3

% % N
% %"

%

%

%

%

& $

& $

2 $

o $

2 $

o $

.& $ FH,

% 6
<<<8,8 8

% #

+ G


http://WWW.mba.com

4% )% |

2 %!
%
8 # %
P

- % $

%

"%

#$
%

%

#
M Q

#

%

" %

PJ

%

"%

, 8

%

P

%

%

#

# %

#

%

%

%

# F %

%

%

"%

%

#

#

SINNNANANANANANANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNANANANN

#
("o %
%
= | <H
%
"%
# #
)R" ! EE
DO
K
" H

L . %M

%

%" N
* RL' %
(10"
$II
8 % #
= /v oD
oD =
= %
#%
%
L7 K
%  EO AM
4 6

% %

N

MN

27


http://www.mba.com

Chapter 1

What is The GMAT?

time MBA programs, those median scores range from 670-720. Pro-
grams at schools with a more regional influence, as well as part-time and
executive MBA programs, generally have slightly lower median scores.
In any case, you should research the statistics for each program in which
you are interested.

The 0—6 score for the essays is universally considered less important
than the 200-800 score. (In fact, this lesser importance is the reason
why the essays are not integrated into the overall GMAT score.) Most
business schools will have no qualms about an essay score of 4 or higher;
even lower essay scores will not necessarily weaken an otherwise strong

application.

Score Reports

Immediately upon completing the GMAT (unless, of course, you cancel your scores), you will receive
an unofficial score report, which includes your overall 200-800 score as well as your Quantitative and
Verbal subscores and percentile rankings. “Unofficial” does 7o mean that your scores might change—
your official scores will be the same, unless they are canceled because of misconduct or irregularities
discovered after the test administration. Your official score report is different only in that it includes your
essay score.

You may select recipient schools for your score reports either before the exam or at any time in the fol-
lowing 5 years. If you choose schools before the test, you are allowed to send up to five reports free of
charge; at any later time, each report sent will incur a fee of $28. (GMAT scores officially expire after

5 years, but if you have not taken the GMAT within the past five years, you may send reports for test
administrations up to 10 years ago. However, business schools will generally have reservations about ac-
cepting such submissions.) It is always best to use your free score reports, as schools will see your entire
GMAT history for the past five years—including cancellations—regardless of when you submit your
score report. In other words, it is impossible to “game” the score reporting so that schools will only see
certain administrations of the test.

How Important Is It Really? How Is the GMAT Used by Schools?
— mbaMission

Each admissions committee (“AdCom”) assesses applicants across several different
dimensions, one of which is academic work, including GPA and GMAT score. (Other
dimensions include leadership potential, career progression, and engagement with the
world outside of work.) Together, all the dimensions that the AdCom considers create a
holistic picture of the candidate.

Viewed in conjunction with your GPA, your GMAT score serves as an important in-
dicator to the AdCom as to whether you will be able to handle the coursework at busi-

s MANHATTAN
GMAT



What is The GMAT? Chapter 1

ness school. The AdCom will explore your aggregate score, as well as your Quantitative
score and Verbal score, which together make up your overall score. As you determine
which schools to target, one straightforward approach is to look at the mean GMAT

score of each potential school’s incoming class and the range of the middle 80% of
enrolled students’ scores (both can typically be found on the schools’ websites as well
as on various independent ranking lists). If your overall GMAT score is near or higher
than the mean, you can feel confident that the AdCom will not view this dimension of
your application as an issue. Although a high GMAT score can enhance your overall
competitiveness at top-tier schools, it alone cannot secure your admission. Meanwhile,
a low or average GMAT score by no means precludes your admission.

Your GPA can also affect the relative importance of your GMAT score. If you have a
solid GPA in a rigorous analytical field—for example, a 3.5 or higher in accounting or
finance—then the AdCom will look at your GMAT score primarily to validate what
your GPA already indicates: that you can manage the MBA workload. If, however,
your GPA is low or you have not taken any analytical courses, you would need to really
perform on test day to prove that despite this apparent shortcoming, you do indeed
have the intellectual horsepower to succeed in your MBA studies.

Another notable reason AdComs consider an applicant’s GMAT score is that it pro-
vides a common assessment tool. Undergraduate GPAs can vary tremendously across
colleges and disciplines, and international universities use a variety of grading scales
that render “apples to apples” comparisons difficult, if not impossible. The GMAT,
however, is a standardized test and thus allows AdComs to compare applicants along
the same assessment scale.

GMAT vs. GRE

You may have heard that some business schools are now accepting the GRE in addition to the GMAT.

As a result, many students have begun to consider taking the GRE in place of the GMAT. If this is
something you are mulling over, there are a couple of things you should keep in mind when making
your decision.

First, it is a common misconception that the GRE is an easier test than the GMAT. Although it is true
that the Quantitative section of the GRE is, in general, less difficult than that of the GMAT, the dif-
ference in difficulty level is virtually unnoticeable unless you are already able to achieve a scaled score
of 45+ on the GMAT Quant section. That is to say, only top scorers would notice a significant differ-
ence. With regard to the Verbal sections, many people consider the GRE to be harder than the GMAT.
Although both tests focus on Reading Comprehension and Critical Reasoning, it’s often noted that

the GRE’s reading passages are more difficult than the GMATs. Also, instead of testing grammar, the
GRE tests vocabulary, which takes most people longer to learn than grammar rules.

MANHATTAN
GMAT
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Getting Organized

How should you interpret your first practice test?

Your first practice test is a2 good measure of where you are and what you need to work on—it does not

determine your eventual score. Do not be discouraged if the score is lower than you were hoping. If

your first practice exam score matches your target score, you just wasted a lot of money buying test prep

materials!

So what should you take away from the practice score?

If you see...

This could indicate...

You should...

A Quant or Verbal subscore
below the 40th percentile*

You need to brush up your
basics.

Check out Foundations of
GMAT Math or Foundations of
GMAT Verbal.

A content area (such as Geom-
etry or Ciritical Reasoning) is
below 25% correct*

You have a weak link.

Plan extra time to master this

area.

A content area above 70% cor-
rect*

This area is a real strength.

Plan to cut reading time on this

content area.

You finished a section 5 or
more minutes early

You are prone to racing
through problems without re-
ally thinking about them.

Pay special attention to this
book’s section on timing,

You ran out of time on a sec-
tion

You have a hard time giving up
on problems.

Pay special attention to this
book’s section on timing.

Percentage correct for easy
problems is not higher than

that for hard questions*

You have a tendency to make

careless errors.

Pay special attention to this
book’s section on managing
your scratch paper.

25



I O

+ % # o+
# # , % +
5 , Vv
[+5 # 5
FIGV
8 L;8M ) v
#FJIGV % ;
VvV, 8 E # 1 %
"0 # # 6
% #
$ $'=#H#
# $ 1'$  # ( $
$ ) 8(: $% $ % #),, = (%
+$: () ) +) % )., H 8
) #0&&HS8

3 4  ©®% 5

GA)II #
11# 8" 9
%" % K % # %
# $ 4 5
# # % 6
# % "%
! # % % #% 6
% # 4 %

, % " " B

%



% " %
KW # 1#
% %
L M #
# o) "4
/ 1
8 .
# " # 0 "R
% ! % !
" % % % #
/ 0
2 % " %
# % %
( R# #
1
$ #
C %
# 2
%
J% " %
C #% T
%
C % #
%" %
9 %
# % " % " %
% " % L
H=HEM % % %
0 2%1* 3" 2+

#% 7
%
%
# "
#
%
%
%"
U
%
$ #
II%

%
4
, %
" %
# 6
E=
%
%
# %
%
% B
#
#%#H
% %A
%
I "
4

N
T —



I "% # # %
# % % %
# " ?2 % 2
L/ M %" T > ,
"Y4%"25 36!+
8 B <# % "
% %4 - 1
4 |- % # %I
& 0 0
) ) E > # #%
I §! + % ."% % %
D % Lo # # % |
) # % %
Q % 8 % %
% " " % %
X
, 4 B - % "% " 4
$ % | <#
% # % % $1+ % $
% | "0 # %
= I % 4 =
"0 0% ? = #
#
+ 1 8 $ B %
% ! L Ve
% % 4 "
% =
LDJ " 0= # "M
? " %
+ # % #H % % K.
A
0)0)'25 7) +
% # % "
9 5 | < # 6
% % % %l



+ % 4 #

% %I + %
% # " % 6
% % |
" # %
2 %" % % % 1#' # % %
%l
3 % % L % % " % %
% M 3 %
# # #
% # % # 1% "
% 5 4
% # L %% 8 % M %
# % T # U % %
# K B ! %
% % " $
7 # L " 8 . 6
" %M %
L " , % "
# # M- %
" #= % #
% . #H#H % %"# %
#" # % # ! # % !
" . % #" #%
% $#
/ 0
>% % # , % "% #
N I % % # #
/" = % #
# #% 18 %6
%4 % $ 1
L2 M %4 % # 1 "

T U % % E=



Chapter 2

30

Getting Organized

class can request a post-course assessment (PCA) with their instructor if they have
completed three practice tests by the last week of class, including the initial one taken
by the second week of class, for help with structuring this review and final exam prep.

Next, set up a schedule. Spread your review evenly over the time you have until your
GMAT, leaving the last five to seven days open, just in case you fall behind schedule.
During your review, you will need to make decisions about how you are going to
handle each type of question on the test based on your strengths and weaknesses, and
you will need to plan your time management strategy accordingly.

People often see improvement on a second exam simply because they know what to
expect the second time around, but this improvement, by itself, usually isn’t enough to
justify retaking the test.

Don’t Forget to Enjoy the Climb!

Mountain climbers enjoy the climb as well as the summit. Marathoners enjoy the
run as well as the finish line. Make sure you find ways to enjoy your GMAT journey.
Doing so will help keep you motivated along the trek and keep your mind focused on
the learning instead of distracted by thoughts of the other fun things you could be
doing. Some ideas of how to increase your study enjoyment include treating problems
as puzzles, celebrating mini victories along the way, and creating a study group. If
you have a study partner (or two), you can keep each other on track and answer each
other’s questions. A study buddy also serves as a reminder that you really aren’t the
only one making sacrifices to achieve your goal.

MANHATTAN
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