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you
TALKING
THE ACTING  ABOUT?
WAS THE
BEST!

IF YOU WERE

BUT...
BUT HER ROLE
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IS SHE = THAT'S
IN THIS Ve HIMEKAWA
THEATER 4 UTAKO'S
1007 Y F DAUGHTER
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SHE MAS A
NATURAL TALENT
‘ FOR ACTING.
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HER MOTHER IS

A WELL-KNOWN

ACTRESS, AND
HER FATHER IS A
FAMOUS DIRECTOR
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WELL GO IN
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I'M HERE!

PLEASE FILL OUT
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APPLICATION
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HOW MUCKH
IS THE
TUITION?

THEN YOU PAY
THE TUITION
AND THE
ENROLLMENT
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AFTER YOU
PASS THE
WRITTEN,

SINGING, DANCE,

PANTOMIME
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$5000 AS THE
FIRST PAYMENT.

YOU NEED TO PAY

WANTING TO
ACT...

I'M TOO NAIVE...

| CAN'T HAVE
THAT MUCH
MONEY....

THE TUITION 16 FEE IS
$500 A MONTH.  $2000.
YOU CAN PAY IT IN
TWO PAYMENTS OF
$3000 FOR EVERY
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WALK TO THE TABLE
AND LOOK BACK
WITH PRIDE!

HOW MANY TIMES
DO | HAVE TO
REPEAT MYSELF?
YOU NEED TO HAVE

THE RIGHT
EXPRESSION
HERE.
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IGNORE HER!
THE WINDOW IS
S0 HIGH!

SHE WON'T BE
ABLE TO STAND
ON HER TIPPY




WOW!

EVERYONE [S
SO GOov!

SCHOOL'S
DRAMA CLUB
15 NO MATCH
FOR THIS...

WHO WAS IT THAT

STANDING SAID SUE'D LEAVE
FOR OVER
SOROVEE. AFTER GETTING
: TIRED? SEE! SHE'S
STILL THERE!

WITHOUT

LET's PERSON!
GIVE HER

LET'S
PUNISH




\‘ i
//' > ;

~ _.K--;
ﬂ HUH? oL \k\\(

INT s ) PRSI

R ‘ - P A
A : ‘ - —y WSRIg
) = g v -y Y =~

AR

\

_-v,' Vo
i







Lo

AH!

HURRY UP

AND BRING

THE FIRST
AlD KIT!

16 THERE
SOMEONE IN
THE NURSE
OFFICE?

Y} s //’I/ /
\5“-,7.;:-:-\}\.{3%'}}?" \'-.'w_"'qvw g 3
R S— :
: ‘,\;;s R WHY wouLp \ /7
s Soiaa YOU COME | LAST TIME
HERE ALL £ o AT TSLKI-
THE WAY / N A / ’;:GN'E;
| REALLY § FROM YOUR ° . 3 /
WANTED TO Y . HOUSE...

ENTER g " K I
LINDINE 3 N (>S i
/ / A2 P \
BUT.. . gy i [ Yes! \/
| DON'T HAVE E \ THAT WAS |
THAT MUCH 7 . . ME....
MONEY... \
Y 4

/




DOES IT
HURT?
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CLUTCHED WHAT
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WINDOW THE DOING
WHOLE TIME, THERE?
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RED?
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STOOD
WATCH THE THERE

REHEARSAL FOR TWO
WHOLE

HOURS

THIS PERSON 1S
UNDINE'S
ORGANIZER AND
DIRECTOR,
ONODERA-SENSEI.

YES, SHE'S THE
“\  GIRL WE MET AT
TSUKIKAGE-SAN'S

ONODERA-SAN,
WE'RE HERE




BE CONSIDERING
MARRIAGE NOW

YOU'RE S0 COLD TO
HER. YOU DIDN'T

WHAT DO YOu 7
THINK? You
REALLY SHOULD MY NIECE TOLD ME HAHAHA!
) WHILE CRYING THAT
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YOUR YOUNG!
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EXAMPLE.
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TRYING TO GET
HER TO PERFORM
IN MOVIES, TO
GO ONTV!

LISTEN!
ONLY PEOPLE WITH
REAL TALENT CAN

ENTER THIS ACTING

IN OUR SCHOOL,
THERE ARE MANY
STUDENTS WHO ARE
ACTIVE IN TV SHOWS,
MOVIES, OR ON
STAGE. YOU HAVE TO

BE TALENTED!

ONLY ONCE,
DURING THE
SCHOOL
FESTIVAL.

PON'T
ASK HER
ANYMORE!

ONCE DURING g

SHE'S ONLY
PERFORMED
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V4 START THE
Y%  REMEARSAL

IT's ACTING . / FOR THE
WITHOUT DIALOGLE, YOULPONT ~X-WHATS PANTOMIME.
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| USING ONLY YOUR ot
BODY'S MOVEMENTS PANTOMME? MIME?
TO PERFORM THE ;

PLAY,

WHEN You
OPEN THE ¥ VoL Py
CAGE TO FEED N THEME 1S "THE
THE BIRD... /) ESCAPED BIRD."
PLEASE START!
IT ESCAPES
AND You
WANT TO
RETURN IT TO
THE CAGE... )

LET HER ) RST.
YEAH! PERFORM THIS F ’5”5 /
PANTOMIME S0 LET
THEN... us See WANTS TO
JOIN OUR

THEATER...

IF SHE WANTS TO
ENTER THIS
THEATER... THEN
SHE MUST BE
VERY SKILLED!
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ACT!
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HURRY AND
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MUCH BETTER

MASUMI-SAN,
ONODERA-
SAN.

| THOUGHT You
PEOPLE COULDN'T
WAIT FOR ME TO
DIE!




IT'S TRUE THAT
PERFORMANCE

EVEN OZAK! ICHIREN SAID
IN PUBLIC THAT THE
GOPDESS HAD TO BE YOU.
ONLY YOU COULD PERFORM

WANT TO GET YOUR
HANDS ON THE
PERFORMANCE
RIGHTS TO THE

CRIMSON GODPESS! /
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DON'T YOU %
PEOPLE WISH
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FORME TO

LATER, WHEN HE
DIED, HE EVEN LEFT
THE PLAY RIGHTS

70 YOU...

CONTINUED
70 PEFORM

THE CRIMSON

GODIESS
LNTIL THAT

INCIOENT
HAFPENED. ..

CAUSED QUITE

IT WAS PERFORMED
OVER 300 TIMES,
AND WAS STILL VERY

OZAK! ICHIREN'S
WORK, "THE
CRIMSON
GODPESS."”

32 YEARS AGO IT
WAS PERFORMED
WITH YOU AS THE




THE LIGHTS
ABOVE THE
STAGE FELL

EVEN PLASTIC DOWN... =
SURGERY IT DESTROYED = |
COULDN'T HELP MY FACE... t
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THAT WAS
THE END OF
MY CAREER

THEN ONE
DAY, You BUT YOU WERE FROM THE
DISAPPEARED UNWILLING TO GIVE STAGE...
THE RIGHTS TO

ANYONE ELSE.

IN THESE 20
YEARS, "THE
CRIMSON GODDESS"
HAS BECOME A

LONG BEFORE WE  LEGENDARY PLAY

LET THIS COULD TRACK Youl THAT NO ONE
LEGENDARY PLAY DOWN, TSUKIKAGE- COULD PERFORM.
BE RESURFACED SAN.
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ON GETTING
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TO PERFORM AS
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AGREE TO
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PLEASE ALLOW
UNLESS ORM
SOMEONE CAN } U T B
8 IT IN DAITO
LEARN ALL MY BUILDING.
ACTING SKILLS...

NO MATTER
HOW MUCH
IT'LL COST,
I'M WILLING

RIGHT NOW :
THERE 16 NO Vo
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| PLAN ON
TRAINING
SUCH AN
ACTRESS
MYSELF.

TEN YEARS?

! WILL TRAIN,
WITH MY OWN
HANDS, THE
ACTRESS WHO
WILL STAR IN
"THE CRIMSON
GODDPESS!”

FOR THIS
PURPOSE, | HAVE
SECRETLY
PLANNED TO
OPEN AN ACTING

SCHOOL!
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IT WAS FOR THIS

REASON THAT |
DISAPPEARED

FROM SOCIETY...

NOW, SINCE THE
PREPARATION 1S
COMPLETE, ALL THAT'S
LEFT IS TO FIND A
PERSON WHO CAN
STAR AS THE CRIMSON
GODDESS...

AT THAT TIME,
MANY PEOPLE
WILL WANT TO
JOIN MY
THEATER!

AT THE MOMENT, |

DO NOT WANT TO

| WILL LET LET THOSE HOT-

"HER" PLAY SHOT ACTRESSES
THAT ROLE! TO PERFORM MY

ONODERA-SAN, MY
ACTING SCHOOL 1S
SCHEDULED TO
OPEN NEXT MONTH.

IT'S VERY
LIKELY THAT IT
WOULD BE A
RIVAL TO
YOURS!

THEN | WILL
GIVE THE
PERFORM-

ING RIGHTS
TO YOu...

TSUKIKAGE-SAN, IF THE
PERSON YOU HAVE
FOLND ENDS UP NOT
HAVING THE TALENT
FOR THE PLAY, THEN
WHAT?
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IT INSTEAD!

MAKING ME
ACT...
EVEN THOUGH
THEY KNOW I'VE
NEVER DONE A
PANTOMIME
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_ SHE'S REALLY
} GOING TO DO
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| AM HERE

F° THEN FLIES 1
ONTO THE 3
TABLE...
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WHAT IS SHE
DOING, STANDING
LIKE AN IDIOT?

SHE'S STILL
STANDING
THERE LIKE

AN [DiloT!

THE BIRD'S
ALREADY
ESCAPED!
GO CHASE

HUH? BUT

SHE'S NOT
EVEN

MOVING!

LOOK
AT HER
EYES!

3 5 AS IF : 7
SHE DOESN'T ' (@
/\c/ SEE US o Y

'S AS IF SHE'S NoT.  HERE! R~ SHE'S LISING 3
REALLY CHASING pcenoni- O HER EYES TO :

AFTER AN RPErS >z7 CHASE AFTER =4
ESCAPED BROIN o1 PREE- TIE MOVE-

HER ROOM! ENCE! MENTS OF

THE BIRD!

IN THE
BEGINNING,
HER SIGHUT'S
FOCUSED ON
THE BIRD's THE TOP...
PROBABLY
PIRCHED ON
THE DRESSER

WHEN SHE
GOT NEAR,
IT FLEW
AWAY
AGAIN!

BIRD FLEW
ONTO THE
TABLE...
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USING  USING
THE EYES HER
TO BRING EYES

‘“\l ACROSS 7
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N, SHOWING
= ALL OF THE
BIRD'S _d \
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NOW THAT THE BIRD
IS PIRCHED AT SUCH
A HIGH PLACE, SHE'S
STUMPED AS TO HOW
TO CATCH THAT BIRD

IT'S AS IF THAT
BIRD'S PLAYING
TAG WITH HER!




USING JusT
THE EYES TO
SHOW THE
BIRD...
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HURRY UP
AND CATCH

WHAT ARE
, YOU DOING?

THE BIRD LIKE AN

BUT THE
BIRD'S
PIRCHED
| DON'T KNOW  HP THERE




Ims
AMAZING
FOR A
FIRST TIME
PERFOR-

ENOUGH!

7

TEACHER!
PLEASE
LET ME

CONTINUE

WITH THIS
SCENE!

HE KEEPS
SPEAKING
ON MY
BEHALF...

SAKURA-
KouJl-
KUN...
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THIS IS A
BEGINNER

IT SEEMS THAT
PERSON CAN'T
CATCH THE
ESCAPED BIRD!













IT WAS AS IF
YOU COULD
REALLY SEE
THE BIRD...

HIMEKAWA
AYUMI, 1S
REALLY A
GENIUS...
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SHE INHERITS THE
TALENTS OF THE
STAR ACTRESS

HIMEKAWA UTAKC

AND THE FAMOUS

PIRECTOR
HIMEKAWA
MITSUGLL...

ONLY HAVING
ONE ACTING
EXPERIENCE, YOUR
LEVEL, ABILITY, AND
TALENTS ARE QUITE
COMMON.,

YOU DON'T
HAVE WHAT
IT TAKES TO
ENTER THIS

scHoot.
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HER HEART HAS
BEEN TOTALLY
CAPTUREP BY THE

PISPLAY OF AYUMI'S

PERFORMANCE!

BUT MAYA ISN'T EVEN
AFFELTED BY THE
RIPICULE OF THOSE




