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THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Eighteen-year-old lined up for a full season in factory Yaris in 2020
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VANTAGE VICTORIOUS IN BRITISH GT P2 MANUS KELLY KILLED ON IRISH EVENT P14

ByDavidEvans

Eighteen-year-old
rallysensationKalle
Rovanperawillbecome
theyoungestdriver
ever toparticipate in
a full factoryWorld
RallyChampionship
programmewhenhe
movestoToyotaGazoo
Racingfornextseason.

TheFinnisexpected
totackleafullseason
of competitionaboard
aYarisWRCin2020.

Toyotateamprincipal
TommiMakinendenied
thedealwasdoneyet,
butadmitted“thetime
wascoming”tothink
aboutnextseason’s
driverline-up.
FULL STORY, P2-3

TEENAGER ROVANPERA
LANDS WORKS TOYOTA DEAL

MERC MAN’S STEAMROLLER IN FRANCE P4

Rovanpera: Toyota deal

CARD
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WRC 2 Pro leader tested 
with Toyota squad in 2017

HOW HAMILTON CONTINUED HIS AND MERCEDES’S DOMINANCE PAGE 4
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HEADLINE NEWS

ByDavidEvans

MotorsportNewsunderstands
Kalle Rovanpera’s deal to
drive a Toyota Gazoo Racing
Yaris WRC is signed and
sealed for 2020.

Suchamovewouldmake
Rovanperatheyoungestdriver
evertocompleteafullseasonwith
afactoryteam.Thesonof one-
timeworldrallywinnerHarri
Rovanperaturns19onOctober1.

Despiteonlybeing18,Rovanpera
alreadyhashistorywithTommi
Makinen’sToyotasquad,having
completedashorttestof the
YarisinMay,2017inFinland.

Allsidesdenythedealis
completeyet,butMN’ssources
haveconfirmedthedecisionto
switchfromSkodaattheend

FOR MOTORSPORT NEWS STAFF CONTACT DETAILS PLEASE SEE P31
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of the season.
Rovanpera’s current agreement 

with the Czech manufacturer was 
for two seasons, but his manager 
Timo Jouhki confirmed an escape 
clause at the end of  year one – and 
Skoda has previously revealed to 
MN that it would not “stand in the 
way of a driver making progress”.

Jouhki agreed the time had  
come for Rovanpera – the current 
WRC 2 Pro series leader – to step  
up to the main field: “We wanted  
to see how he’s progressing with 
the notes, working with the team, 
his physical fitness, working with 
the media and all of  these things 
and he’s progressed in every area. 
He’s probably progressed more 
than we thought he would.

“The aim was for him to make 
experience for all of  the rallies. By 
the end of  this season he will have 
competed on every rally. OK, he 
hasn’t been to Japan – and if  Kenya 
is coming, he hasn’t been there – 
but they are new for everybody.

“Skoda has been very, very  
good with Kalle. He has done a  
lot of  testing and this has been  
an excellent place, but now the 

time has come [to step up].”
Jouhki talked of  negotiations 

with Toyota, Hyundai and 
M-Sport, but it’s with Jouhki’s 
own former driver Makinen  
that agreement has been made.

Rovanpera himself  told MN  
he was relaxed about the timing  
of  the step up.

“If  the season continues to go 
like this, then I think we can go  
to the big cars,” he said. “We  
can go there and learn or we can 
use the option with Skoda and  
stay for another year, because 
there is still a lot to learn from  
the conditions of  rallies. I saw in 
Portugal and Sardinia, the first 
time going to a new event is  
always difficult. So I will learn 
with Skoda or go with the big car.”

Rovanpera’s fellow Jouhki 
protege Jari-Matti Latvala 
remains the youngest driver ever 
to drive for a factory team on a 
WRC round – Latvala was entered 
on the 2003 Acropolis Rally by Ford 
Motor Company aged 18 (and 
finished 10th overall) – but didn’t 
start a complete season with 
M-Sport Ford until he was 22.  
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Rovanpera is set to switch
from Skoda to Toyota for ’20

Highly-rated WRC 2 Pro leader to become youngest full-season factory driver

ROVANPERA SET FOR
2020 TOYOTA WRC SEAT

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk  JUNE 26 2019  3

Photos: Red Bull Content Pool, mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Makinen said his 2020 team 
would start taking shape in the 
second half  of  the season.

M-Sport boss Malcolm Wilson 
has always been clear that he’s 
working on a deal to bring Ott 
Tanak back to Cumbria for next 
year and his hand could have been 
strengthened by the steering 
issues which cost Tanak Rally 
Italy victory earlier this month.

If  Tanak remains at Toyota, that 
would leave just one seat for Kris 
Meeke and Jari-Matti Latvala to 
fight over. Makinen admits neither 
driver has covered themselves in 
glory in recent events. 

Makinen told MN: “We are 
coming to the moment when we 
start thinking to the future and  
we start looking at our driver  
line-up. We wanted to see as  
many rallies as possible first,  
to see how our drivers behave. 
Unfortunately now I would say 
that Jari-Matti – not even Kris – 
has not behaved very well. 

“Unfortunately, they have done 
quite a lot [of] mistakes and what  
it means for their future I don’t 
know. We need to discuss. I want 

them to do their best without 
disturbing them, but of  course I 
have to listen to Japanese opinion 
and how they are seeing things. 

“[As a driver] I never did 
something so stupid like Jari-Matti 
[rolling out of  the lead in Sardinia] 
and also Kris in Portugal.” 

Japanese driver Takamoto 
Katsuta, who graduated from  
the Toyota Gazoo Racing Rally 
Challenge Progam, is in line for a 
Yaris WRC debut in Germany and 
will compete in a fuller schedule  
of  world championship events 
next season (see p13 for separate 
story) and potentially even all 14.

Asked if  there was the chance  
to run Rovanpera and Katsuta in 
the same team, Makinen replied: 
“I think we are a little bit too soon 
for that. Everything is open for 
next year. It’s possible we keep 
both [Meeke and Latvala] next 
year. We don’t know. Generally 
Jari-Matti has done very well, good 
speed from Argentina, but some 
mistakes. In Portugal we had the 
failure with the damper. This was 
an impact, it was some rock – you 
could see the mark on the damper.”

Citroen
Defending World Rally 
champion Sebastien  
Ogier has a two-year 
agreement with the French 
manufacturer and will  
remain with Citroen until the 
end of 2020. It’s the same 
story for Esapekka Lappi, 
but he definitely needs an 
upturn in pace at home in 
Finland to ease some of  
the building pressure.

Toyota
If Ott Tanak stays then it  
will be a straight choice 
between Kris Meeke and 
Jari-Matti Latvala to join 
Kalle Rovanpera. If he 
goes, it’s possible both 
would stay or Toyota  
could look outside of the 
team towards guys on  
the WRC sidelines like 
Hayden Paddon, Craig 
Breen or Mads Ostberg.

M-Sport Ford
Malcolm Wilson is doing 
everything he can to tempt Ott 
Tanak back to a Fiesta WRC for 
2020 and discussions are, MN 
understands, ongoing. If the 
Estonian goes back, it could 
complicate another year there  
for Elfyn Evans. If Tanak stays  
at Toyota, M-Sport is most likely  
to run Evans, Teemu Suninen  
and Gus Greensmith on an 
expanded WRC programme.
 
Hyundai
Anything could happen. Or not 
quite anything... Thierry Neuville 
has a contract for another two 
years, so he’s going nowhere.  
On current form, Dani Sordo and 
Sebastien Loeb could return for 
another split programme, but 
Andreas Mikkelsen has work to  
do if he’s to keep his place. Or  
it could be a complete change  
with Evans among those being 
talked about for an i20 in 2020.

HOW THE 2020 WRC FIELD COULD LINE-UP



Charles Leclerc managed to qualify and finish as the best of the non-Mercedes drivers

A misfire meant thatValtteri Bottas dropped away in the final lapsHamilton’ssixthvictoryof theseasonhasputhiminchargeof thechasefortheworldtitle

Merc bossTotoWolff (right) was quick to come to Lewis’s defence
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1.Is Lewis Hamiton
untouchable?
After 53 laps of  Paul Ricard, Lewis 
Hamilton took his 79th grand prix 
victory with a margin of  18 seconds 
over Valtteri Bottas. It was an 
untroubled, uneventful display. 
Although the gap to his team-mate 
was extenuated by a late-race 
misfire for the Finn’s Mercedes, it 
was still a dominant performance.

On Friday afternoon, Saturday 
morning and the first two segments 
of  qualifying Bottas was the quicker 
Mercedes driver. Then when it 
mattered, in Q3, Hamilton found 
a lap 0.286s faster. Pole number 86 
secured. Shortly after the session 
Bottas was seen crouched down, 
head in his hands. 

On Sunday afternoon, Hamilton 
made no mistakes when the red 
lights were extinguished and 
led all 53 laps, the gap growing 
incrementally all the time. At half  
distance, his lead over Bottas was 
12s. While it looked calm from the 
outside there were a few technical 
details to overcome, including a 
part of  the seat that broke and 
blisters on his front tyres in the 
latter stages. Despite that, the 
Hamilton steamroller continues 
unabated – seemingly unstoppable.

“I have never felt that way,” he said 
when asked if  he was untouchable. 
“I do feel strong each weekend 
I come in and feel I’m starting on 
the right foot then Valtteri goes and 
puts in bloody good laps every time. 
I still have my work cut out and 
perform. But usually I get better 
when I get into the season…” 

Ominous words for all his rivals.
It’s not just Hamilton, as Mercedes 

continues to dominate the top of  F1.
The result in France was the 

team’s 50th 1-2 finish in its history 
and it now leads its nearest rival 
Ferrari by 140 points after just 
eight races.

Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff  
came under fire for allowing 
Hamilton to attend Paris fashion 
week in the days before the French 
GP, but he had the perfect response 
to his critics on Sunday night.

“It’s about enabling him 
[Hamilton] and giving him a 
framework where he is at his best,” 
said Wolff. “For me, his growth and 
personal development is really 
impressive. He’s also most critical 
of  himself. 

“I’ve not met any driver who 
comes into a briefing and says, 
‘guys you don’t need to look at the 
data, my driving wasn’t good 
enough,’ and this is part of  his 
performance. It’s very impressive.”

In the final stages Bottas’s 
second place came under threat 
from Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc. 
While the Finn has been able to 
turnaround his one lap pace in 
2019, his tyre management over a 
race distance is still an area which 
needs improving. 

A late virtual safety car provided 
a glimmer of  excitement on a 
long, hot afternoon in which 
there was little drama, as a 
marshal had to rescue an errant 
bollard from the track.

In the aftermath of  the VSC, 
Leclerc pounced on the Mercedes 
but just fell short of  second place. 
Behind him came Max Verstappen’s 
Red Bull and the sister Ferrari 
of  Sebastian Vettel, who secured 
fastest lap with a late race pitstop.

NO ONE CAN 
HALT HAMILTON

FIVE KEY TALKING
FRENCH GP REPORT

Y JAMES
ROBERTS

This is as close as 
anyone got to Lewis

The world champion stamped his authority all over the weekend in the south of France

FIVE KEY TALKING        POINTS FROM PAUL RICARD
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ROUND
RACE FACTS Results © 2019 Formula One Administration Ltd

NEXT RACE:  AUSTRIAN GRAND PRIX, JUNE 30

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

RESULTS
FIA Formula 1 World Championship, round 8/21
POS DRIVERS NAT CAR-ENGINE TIME
1 Lewis Hamilton GBR Mercedes 1h24m31.198s
2 Valtteri Bottas FIN Mercedes +18.056s
3 Charles Leclerc MCO Ferrari +18.985s
4 Max Verstappen NLD Red Bull-Honda +34.905s
5 Sebastian Vettel DEU Ferrari +1m02.796s
6 Carlos Sainz Jr ESP McLaren-Renault +1m35.462s
7 Kimi Raikkonen FIN Alfa Romeo-Ferrari -1 lap
8 Nico Hulkenberg DEU Renault -1 lap
9 Lando Norris GBR McLaren-Renault -1 lap
10 Pierre Gasly FRA Red Bull-Honda -1 lap
11 Daniel Ricciardo AUS Renault -1 lap*
12 Sergio Perez MEX Racing Point-Mercedes -1 lap
13 Lance Stroll CAN Racing Point-Mercedes -1 lap
14 Daniil Kvyat RUS Toro Rosso-Honda -1 lap
15 Alexander Albon THA Toro Rosso-Honda -1 lap
16 Antonio Giovinazzi ITA Alfa Romeo-Ferrari -1 lap
17 Kevin Magnussen DNK Haas-Ferrari -1 lap
18 Robert Kubica POL Williams-Mercedes -2 laps
19 George Russell GBR Williams-Mercedes -2 laps
R Romain Grosjean FRA Haas-Ferrari L44/withdrew

Winner’s average speed 136.606mph Lap leaders: Hamilton 1-53;  *= 5s for leaving and regaining the track unsafely+5s for 
leaving the track and gaining an advantage

* = required to start from the back due to additional power unit elements used

DRIVERS
POS DRIVER PTS
1 Lewis Hamilton 187
2 Valtteri Bottas 151
3 Sebastian Vettel 111
4 Max Verstappen 100
5 Charles Leclerc 87
6 Pierre Gasly 37
7 Carlos Sainz Jr 26
8 Kimi Raikkonen 19
9 Daniel Ricciardo 16
10 Nico Hulkenberg 16

CONSTRUCTORS
POS CONSTRUCTOR PTS
1 Mercedes 338
2 Ferrari 198
3 Red Bull-Honda 137
4 McLaren-Renault 40
5 Renault 32
6 Racing Point-Mercedes 19
7 Alfa Romeo-Ferrari 19
8 Toro Rosso-Honda 17
9 Haas-Ferrari 16
10 Williams-Mercedes 0

QUALIFYING
POS DRIVER TIME
1 Hamilton 1m28.319s
2 Bottas 1m28.605s
3 Leclerc 1m28.965s
4 Verstappen 1m29.409s
5 Norris 1m29.418s
6 Sainz 1m29.522s
7 Vettel 1m29.799s
8 Ricciardo 1m29.918s
9 Gasly 1m30.184s
10 Giovinazzi 1m33.420s

POS DRIVER TIME
11 Albon 1m30.461s
12 Raikkonen 1m30.533s
13 Hulkenberg 1m30.544s
14 Perez 1m30.738s
15 Magnussen 1m31.440s
16 Grosjean 1m31.626s
17 Stroll 1m31.726s
18 Kubica 1m33.205s
19 Kvyat 1m31.564s*
20 Russell 1m32.789s*

SEBASTIAN VETTEL 1M32.740sFASTEST LAP ON LAP 56 (AVERAGE SPEED:140.918MPH)

Ricciardo was 
in hot water

2. Vettel’s downward 
spiral continues
The early part of  the French Grand 
Prix weekend was dominated by a 
reconvening of  the FIA stewards, 
after an appeal into Sebastian Vettel’s 
penalty in the preceding race, where 
he ran wide while leading and 
returned to the track still ahead of  
Hamilton. Ferrari had brought “new 
evidence” which included testimony 
from Vettel and footage of  Karun 
Chandhok’s Sky Sports analysis of  
the incident. The penalty was upheld.

“If  it was me, I would want my 
team concentrating on the race,” 
said Hamilton when asked about 
Ferrari’s attempts to revoke his 
win. “When I heard that Karun 
Chandhok’s video was the new 
evidence, I was relaxed after that…”

To compound the woe at Maranello,
upgrades tested on Friday practice 
didn’t have the desired effect and 
were taken off  the SF90 for the rest 
of  the weekend. In the final session 
of  Q3, Vettel’s first run was ruined 

3. New hires and 
investment paying 
off at McLaren
After years in the doldrums, there 
were signs of  optimism at McLaren 
with the team qualifying both of  
its cars in the top six for the first time 
in five years. British rookie Lando 
Norris again impressed, 
outqualifying Carlos Sainz by 0.104s 
to start fifth on the grid – and both 
scored points on Sunday.

The upturn in performance can 
be attributed to the recent arrival of  
two prominent hires: a new team 
principal in Andreas Seidl and 
technical director James Key. The 
development rate of  the chassis has 

takenastepforwardsincethecar
lastappearedatasimilarcircuit
configurationtoPaulRicard.

Intherace,despiteoutqualifying
Sainz,Norrislostouttohisteam-mate
ontheopeninglap.Hewasclassified
ninthaftersufferinghydraulicissues.
Hewas,though,handedthedriverof
thedayawardbythefansforhauling
hisMcLarentothefinish,butcouldn’t
quitekeeptheRenaults(Daniel
RicciardoandNicoHulkenberg)
andKimiRaikkonen’sAlfabehind
him–losingoutonthefinallap.

Then,afewhoursaftertheflag,the
stewardsslappedRicciardowith
penaltiesforleavingthecircuitand
rejoiningunsafely,forcingNorris

4.F1’srulebook
underscrutiny
Following’sVettel’sCanadianGP
penalty,Formula1’ssportingrule
bookhasbeenunderscrutiny.
Giventheimprovedsafetyof both

5.Are we on the right 
layout at Paul Ricard?
When the Paul Ricard circuit was 
redeveloped in the early 2000s 
as a testing facility, 247 possible 
configurations of  layout were 
created. On its return as host of  
the French Grand Prix last year 
the key difference from the track’s 
last incarnation was the Mistral 
straight was broken up with a 
chicane. The reason was that DRS 
would still be open at the flat-out 
186mph Signes corner and 
considered too dangerous.

But, after a race lacking in 
spectacle last Sunday, calls for the 
track layout to change were raised. 

Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff  
said: “Paul Ricard has all the right 
ingredients, it’s a fantastic venue 

byamissedupshiftandalackof grip
scupperedhisfinalrun,puttinghim
onlyseventhonthegrid.Onraceday,
hefinishedaheadof theMcLarens
infifth–anddidatleastsecurethe
fastestlaponthelasttourof the
racewithalatepitstop.

Buttherewasfurtherstrainin
theredcampduringqualifyingas
Vettelwasgiventhe‘hurry-up’byhis
engineerattherequestof team-mate
CharlesLeclerc,whodidn’twanthis
lapaffectedbyVetteldirectlyinfront

of himontheroad.Aterseresponse
fromtheGerman–“I’mnottrying
tokillhim,don’tworry”–spoke
volumesforthepressureVettel
isunderfromallareas:withinhis
team,officialdomandthecontinued
dominationfromMercedes.

Ironicperhaps,thatatthis
pressurisedtimeof hislife,awedding
ringwasspottedonVettel’sfinger–
choosingthetimebetweenMontreal
andPaulRicardtomarryhisteenage
sweetheartHannaPrater.

Vettel looked to be distracted during the weekend at Paul Ricard

TheMcLarenswerenearthefront

Insiders say the sea of Tarmac at Paul Ricard could be put to better use

and maybe we just need to have a 
very long straight rather than a 
chicane to allow more slipstreaming. 
I think it would certainly increase 
the show and for me, the principle 
topic to tackle for the future is how 
we can have the greatest possible 

circuit layout. You can see we have 
good racing in Montreal and in 
Baku and if  we get the rules right for 
2021 with aerodynamic efficiency 
and the turbulence that’s created 
behind the cars then we can make 
F1 a better show in the future.”

the circuits and cars, drivers are 
pushing for the code of  conduct to be 
relaxed to help improve the racing. 

The problems were extenuated at 
Paul Ricard because of  the nature 
of  the circuit. The edge of  the track 
is a sea of  Tarmac run-off, so the 
officials are required to step in more 
than usual to enforce track limits.  

One example of  where the letter of  
the law caused a problem was on the 
opening lap of  the race when Sergio 
Perez made a mistake at Turn 3. 

He followed the correct procedure, 

to drive along an escape road and 
keep left of  a bollard. However, 
when he rejoined the circuit he had 
gained two places and was given 
a  five-second time penalty for the 
misdemeanour. Following one 
law had broken another.

“The rule is that you have to come 
back on the track as soon as you go 
through the bollards, which is what 
I did,” said Perez. “It’s supposed to 
be slower than the racing line so that 
you don’t gain an advantage, but if  it 
isn’t, it’s not my fault.”Perez felt his penalty was unfair

FIVE KEY TALKING        POINTS FROM PAUL RICARD

wide and unfairly passing 
Raikkonen too. He was struck 
with two five- second penalties 
and dropped from seventh to 11th 
in the final classification. 

TYRE
CHOICE
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SOFT

FRANCE
Circuit: Paul Ricard Lap: 3.630 miles 
Race distance: 192.441 miles Laps: 53
Lap record: 1m32.740s (Vettel, Ferrari, 2019)
2018winner:LewisHamilton (Mercedes)

DRS Timing line
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Drag reduction system activation

Drag reduction system activation



Hulkenberg: Out of contract

Briton wants to play more active role in 2021 rules

Alonso away
Fernando Alonso is no longer
a part of McLaren’s Formula 1
testing plans in 2019, according
to new team boss Andreas
Seidl. Alonso is still affiliated
with McLaren in the role of
ambassador and participated
in tyre testing in Bahrain at the
start of the season, but is not
set to drive the current car again
even though his IndyCar and
World Endurance Championship
commitments are now complete.
Meanwhile, McLaren has
reached an agreement with
Renault to use Sergey Sirotkin
as its reserve driver for the
remainder of this year.

McLaren factory
The McLaren Formula 1 team is
to build an all-new windtunnel
at its Woking factory. Although
McLaren has made significant
progress in 2019, its car still
lacks fundamental downforce
and McLaren’s board has
signed off the construction of
a new windtunnel. The facility
will replace McLaren’s current
tunnel, which will be removed,
and once that is functional
McLaren will stop using
Toyota’s facility in Cologne.

No regrets
Renault’s Daniel Ricciardo  
has “no regrets” for his last-lap 
overtakes on Lando Norris  
and Kimi Raikkonen, despite 
being dropped from finishing 
seventh in last weekend’s  
French Grand Prix to 11th. 
Ricciardo was given two 
separate five-second penalties 
in response to the moves,  
where stewards judged the 
Australian to have “left the circuit 
and rejoined unsafely forcing 
another driver off the track”.

Pandora’s box
Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff 
says the FIA risked opening a 
“Pandora’s box” had Ferrari’s 
request to review Sebastian 
Vettel’s Canadian Grand Prix 
penalty been successful. Vettel 
picked up a five-second penalty 
for rejoining the circuit in an 
unsafe manner and almost 
forcing Lewis Hamilton into the 
wall. The Montreal stewards 
reconvened at Paul Ricard to 
look at the new evidence Ferrari 
had provided in its attempt to 
reopen the case but decided  
that there was “no significant  
and relevant new elements”. “I 
think the incident itself created 
polarised views and like many 
things these days you need to 
respect that there are different 
opinions,” said Wolff. “I respect 
Ferrari and their decisions. I feel 
that it’s very important for the 
sport to support the stewards 
and give them authority.”

RACING NEWS

RENAULT LOOKING AT OPTIONS BESIDE HULKENBERG FOR 2020 F1 SEASON
Renault needs to look at the 
options beyond extending Nico 
Hulkenberg’s contract as it 
mulls over its 2020 Formula 1 
driver line-up, says team boss 
Cyril Abiteboul.

Hulkenberg has raced for 
Renault since 2017 and played  
a key role in its rise up the grid, 
beating his team-mates over the 
two full seasons completed so 

far and finishing seventh in the 
drivers’ championship last year.

He has now been joined at 
Renault by ex-Red Bull driver 
Daniel Ricciardo, who has  
a deal for next season whereas 
Hulkenberg’s current 
arrangement expires after 2019.

Last year, Renault was  
linked with a loan deal for 
Mercedes protege Esteban  

Ocon before signingRicciardo.
“The situation isclear,”said

Abiteboul. “We haveatwo-year
contract with Daniel.Nico’s
contract, the initialtermis
coming to an end attheend
of this year. It’s maybethatwe
continue our journeywithNico.

“Nico has deliveredforthe
team, clearly, and if youlookat
where we were whenNico

joinedusandwhereweare
today,it’scrazythechange
totheteam,tothebuzz.

“Butalsoweneedtolookatthe
options,likeeveryoneisdoing,
likeI’msureNicoisdoing.

“Wewillsee,probablyafter
thesummerbreakwillbethe
righttimetositdown,discuss
itonthebasisof factand
desirealso.”

ByScottMitchell

Lewis Hamilton says boring 
Formula 1 races are not the drivers’ 
fault and instead the blame lies at 
the rulemakers for a “constant 
cycle” of making bad decisions.

Hamilton dominated Sunday’s 
French Grand Prix, winning by 18 
seconds after a straightforward race 
with little action to earn his sixth 
victory in eight races and maintain 
Mercedes’ 100% record at the start of  
the season.

He said he understood why races  
were being perceived as “boring” but 
urged people not to “point the finger  
at the drivers”.

“We don’t write the rules,” he said. 
“We have nothing to do with the  
money shift [between the teams]  
and all that stuff.

“You should put the pressure on  
the people that are at the head, that 
should be doing the job.

“I think they are trying to. But  
for many, many years they’ve  

madebaddecisions.”
Asked if  he had ever considered 

“showboating” by allowing rivals 
ahead of  him to spice up the action, 
Hamilton said that he “can’t win” 
however he achieves success.

He said he had really enjoyed his 
battle in Canada after hounding 
Sebastian Vettel throughout the grand 
prix, despite only winning because of  
his rival’s five-second penalty.

Hamilton added: “Those are the  
races that generally people enjoy  
most. These ones [the French GP] are 
not the ones people enjoy most.

“I think it’s important for people  
to realise it’s not the drivers’ fault.

“This is a constant cycle of  F1  
for years and years and years, even  
before I got to F1.

“It’s because the way Bernie 
[Ecclestone, ex-F1 boss] had it set  
up, the decisions they were making 
back then.

“It’s still the same and until that 
[rulemaking] structure changes it will 
continue to be the same, in my opinion.

“That’snotmyjobtodothat.My
job’s to come here and do the best  
I can as a driver.”

Though Hamilton will not do 
anything to artificially enhance the 
spectacle on-track, he said he is hoping 
to make a difference away from races.

The five-time world champion joined 
Renault’s Nico Hulkenberg and Grand 
Prix Drivers Association head Alex 
Wurz in attending a crucial FIA summit 
over F1’s 2021 rules in Paris last week.

“Do I have confidence it’s going to 
shift massively? I have faith it’s going to 
get better,” he said. “To the point where 
I went to Paris last week to get involved.

“I was in that meeting, watching all 
the bosses of  F1, the FIA, the teams, 
trying to get involved.

“I have nothing to gain by being  
there. They’ve been making all  
these decisions and never once had  
a driver’s input in that room.

“If  that can be the decisive point  
that can help shift it and give fans  
better racing, I would be proud to  
be a part of  that.”

BRADSHAW TO RACE CHEVRON AT SILVERSTONE CLASSIC                                 PAGE 11
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There was no stopping
Hamilton in French GP

IN BRIEF

Dominant French GP winner says series bosses have made bad decisions regarding rules

HAMILTON: DON’T BLAME THE 
DRIVERS FOR BORING RACES
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Vergne held Evans at bay
after earlier pile-up (inset)

Two Fords excluded 
from Le Mans

INCORRECTLY WIRED SENSORS CAUSED TOYOTA WOE
Toyota drivers Mike Conway, 
Kamui Kobayashi and Jose 
Maria Lopez lost victory in 
this year’s Le Mans 24 Hours 
because of  an incorrectly wired 
system of tyre pressure sensors.

The Japanese manufacturer 
revealed that the system on the 
#7 Toyota TS050 HYBRID was 

still showing that the right 
front tyre pressure was 
dropping after that wheel had 
already been changed with an 
hour of  the race remaining.

This was because the sensors 
on each corner of  the car had 
been wired up incorrectly to the 
antenna that communicates 

with the pits.
Toyota Motorsport GmbH 

technical director Pascal 
Vasselon told MN: “The reason 
was that the antenna was 
wrongly connected. It was 
wired in the wrong way and 
was not a sensor problem. It is 
serious, as all mistakes are.” 

Two Ford GT entries in both the 
GTE Pro and Am classes were 
excluded from the final results 
of  the 2019 Le Mans 24 Hours as 
MN closed for print last week.

The #68 car  Ford Chip 
Ganassi Team USA entry 
raced by Sebastien Bourdais, 
Joey Hand and Dirk Muller, 
was excluded from fourth 
place in GTE Pro due to an 
apparent breach of fuel tank 
capacity regulations.  

The Keating Motorsports 
squad that took GTE Am 
victory with a privateer Ford 
GT was also disqualified for a 
“total onboard fuel volume in 
excess of  the permitted limit”.

This exclusion promoted 
the Team Project 1 Porsche 
of  Jorg Bergmeister, Patrick 
Lindsey and Egidio Perfetti 
to the GTE Am class win. 

By Tom Errington

DS Techeetah’s Jean-Eric 
Vergne narrowly won Formula 
E’s Swiss E-Prix last weekend 
after a tense race-long battle, 
following a 40-minute red flag 
period caused by a bizarre 
opening-lap eight-car pile-up.

Vergne’s third win of  the 
season has allowed him to open 
up a commanding series lead 
of  32 points over Lucas di Grassi 
heading into the double-header 
New York finale after the Audi 
driver could only finish ninth.

Di Grassi was one of  several 
drivers incensed by the red flag 
period caused by Pascal Wehrlein 
ending up in the wall at the Turns 

12-14 chicane – the first corners of  
the race – and blocking the track 
in front of  Maximilian Gunther, 
Sam Bird and the pack behind.

Drivers such as Di Grassi – who 
started 19th – were far enough 
down the field to be able to cut the 
chicane and effectively make up 
eight places before the red flag 
was shown.

After a lengthy delay, the grid 
was reset and returned drivers to 
their original starting positions, 
and there were embarrassing 
scenes as several drivers 
confronted an FIA official over 
the decision to revert back to the 
qualifying order.

Vergne remained distant from 
the arguments and then made a 

strong getaway to hold his lead 
at the restart, but he immediately 
came under pressure from fellow 
front-row starter Mitch Evans 
(Jaguar) – beginning a tense duel 
that ran throughout.

Vergne reacted to Evans 
activating his first use of  attack 
mode by deploying the extra 
power on the following lap, but 
only after resolute defences at 
Turn 3, the long bend of Turn 6 
and the hard-braking point of  
Turn 7.

There was a repeat battle at 
the mid-point when Evans 
again activated attack mode 
and attempted to pass Vergne at 
Turns 3 and 6 before Vergne could 
respond with his own activation.

Vergne was then able to use 
his attack mode period to pull 
around a second on Evans, 
who looked in danger of  being 
dragged into a battle with third-
placed Sebastien Buemi.

While Evans managed to stay 
clear of  Buemi, the late arrival 
of  pouring rain with two laps 
to go allowed Evans to close 
back up on Vergne with Buemi 
and Andre Lotterer in tow.

Lotterer became a contender 
after strategically using attack 
mode later than his rivals and 
climbed from eighth on the grid 
to fourth only for a 22-second 
penalty, for leaving the pitlane 
following repairs when the exit 
light was red, to drop him to 14th. 

‘I’m a stronger driver now’
Gordon Shedden on WTCR move, p2

Formula E champion takes control after 40-minute red flag delay

VERGNE BUILDS POINTS LEAD
AFTER CHAOTIC BERN RACE

U
nfortunately, Paul
Ricard has an image
problem. The current
circuit mirrors many
newly-built, anodyne
grand prix tracks.

Despite the top-class pit and
paddock facilities and multiple
circuit configurations, it features
a sea of run-off areas surrounded
by colourful high-grip asphalt.
Migraine-inducing for the TV viewer.

To compound the problems, the return
of the venue to the Formula 1 calendar
last year led to horrendous traffic jams and
folk stuck for hours in their scorching hot
cars. Then headlines after the race last
weekend proclaimed ‘Boring F1’ after
a less than eventful 53 laps. For many,
a trip to the French Grand Prix would be
something to avoid – but that would be
wrong. Last weekend’s event was a
fabulous throwback to a former era of F1.

Forming the first part of the double-
header (with the Austrian GP this coming
weekend) we were fortunate to be lent a
Renault Kadjar to gobble up the miles
touring the continent – stopping at Reims
and Dijon on the long journey south.

Le Castellet is not an easy place to
access. The track, conceived in 1970
by the drinks magnate Paul Ricard (to
end the long tradition of grand prix racing
on closed road tracks) was built on top
of a plateau, about a 15-mile drive from
the Mediterranean coastline.

This year there was no repeat of the
congested roads with easy access for
everyone (although the attendance was
down 20%) who commuted from the
picturesque villages dotted along this
region of the French Riviera: La Ciotat,
Sanary-sur-Mer and Bandol – the latter
famed for its thirst-quenching rosé. The
circuit’s remote location in a beautiful part
of Europe is reminiscent of other classic
venues, such as Imola, Jerez and Estoril.

The French GP paddock was also filled
with former legends including Jean Alesi,
more regularly a visitor of races today as
his son Giuliano is competing in Formula 2.

Alesi was watching qualifying from the
Pirelli motorhome last Saturday afternoon
and presented the Pirelli Pole Positon
Award to Lewis Hamilton. On the table in
front of him, you couldn’t mistake which
mobile phone belonged to the French
Sicilian. Its back cover featured a retro ‘J.
Alesi Marlboro’ decal, identical to the
stickers positioned on his 1991 Ferrari
643, just behind his helmet.

This year marks the 30th anniversary of
Alesi’s remarkable Formula 1 debut for
Tyrrell. Despite starting 16th on the grid,
he climbed the field to run second for a
short time, before finishing fourth.

Paul Ricard has a rich history, is located
in a beautiful part of the world and is a
top-notch facility: despite the lack of
action last weekend, you should add it
to your list of circuits to visit.

F1 RACING ASSOCIATE EDITOR

“Paul Ricard is stil
worth a visit, despi
image problem”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

AlexanderRossidominated 
IndyCar’s Road America race 
last weekend to take his 
second win of the season. 
The Andretti Autosport driver 
passed polesitter Colton Herta 
in the opening sequence of 
corners on the first lap and 
never looked back, leading 
all 55 laps and crossing the 
line almost 30 seconds clear 
of second-placed Will Power… 
Audi Team Phoenix secured its fifth 
win in the Nurburgring 24 Hours 

after the leading #911 Manthey 
Porsche was hit with a hefty 
penalty for speeding under yellow 
flags in the final hours of the race. 
Dries Vanthoor brought the #4 
Team Phoenix Audi R8 LMS to 
the finish after keeping a furious 
Kevin Estre in the #911 Manthey 
Racing Porsche at bay… Mick 
Schumacher endured a  
disastrous Paul Ricard Formula 
2 weekend and  extended his 
run without points to six races. 
The Ferrari Formula 1 junior 

was taken out by his team-
mate Sean Gelael at Turn 1 in 
the feature race and was sent 
airborne, while in race two he 
picked up a puncture and an 
undiagnosed problem with the 
rear-end of the car that caused 
him to stop almost immediately 
after pitting for fresh tyres. 
Nyck de Vries and Anthoine 
Hubert shared the spoils, while 
Prema duo Jehan Daruvala and 
Robert Shwartzman were 
again victorious in F3. 

OUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP
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Rossi won at Road America

Car of Conway, Kobayashi 
and Lopez lost out on win



Young (c) was joined on the race-one podium by Colburn (r) MRM racer topped both races by a winning margin of over 20 seconds as he took control

Coates and Wakefield join Donington TCT grid Optimum launches
fire investigation
OptimumMotorsportis
investigatingthecauseof a
pitfirethatforcedBradley
EllisandOliverWilkinson’s
AstonMartinVantageintoan
earlyexitatDoningtonPark,
butthedamageisnotexpected
tokeepthecaroutof thenext
BritishGTroundatSpa.

TheSilverCupfrontrunners
hadbeenthirdintheoutright
standingsheadingintothe
weekend,andranthirdafter
Wilkinson’sopeningstint
priortothepitstops,whenthe
teamputoutaflashfirebefore

ndingEllisonhisway.
owever,theflamespromptly
nitedagainand,with
ptimum’sgaragenearthepit

ntry,Ellishadtodrivealmost
hefull lengthof thepitlane

beforestoppingatthepitexit.
“There’salotof equipment

undertherearof thecar, like
thefuelandoil lines,sowe
needtoinvestigateexactly

Renault UK Clio Cup frontrunner
Max Coates and VW Cup title
contender Mark Wakefield both
made one-off appearances in last
weekend’s Donington Park TCR
UK/Touring Car Trophy races.

Coates won both Donington
TCR races driving the Cupra he
shares with Guy Colclough in
Britcar. Coates and Colclough
also took a Britcar class win in
the car the previous day at Oulton
Park, even making overnight
repairs after hitting fuel pressure
problems in Oulton’s second race.

’ opportunities to

Maximum Motorsport Cupra,
with his Donington VW races.
Qualifying was the first time
he’d driven the Cupra, and he
finished third in his debut race
then fourth in race two.

“It’s always been a dream to
drive a touring car, in TCR or
BTCC,” Wakefield said. “It
shows I can compete with the
big boys, it’s just the budget
that’s stopping me.

“That’s the ultimate goal [to
do TCR or BTCC]. We’ll have to
see, sit down with a few people
[potential sponsors] and see
what we can offer them.”

ByStephenLickorish

RenaultUKClioCuppoints leader
JackYoungdominatedthetwoClio
CupOpenraces thatsupportedthe
FrenchGrandPrixatPaulRicard last
weekend,winningeachracebyover
20seconds.

The17-year-oldMRMdriverrepeatedhis
successattheFrenchcircuitfromlastyear
whenhewontheClioInternationalFinal.

Youngstartedbothcontestsfrompole
andwasabletogetclearof the44-carfield
astheysquabbledbehind.

“Wegotpenalised lastweek[intheUK
ClioCupraceatCroft] forajumpstartso
Imadesurenottodoitthisweek!”saida
delightedYoungaftertheopeningwin.
“IjustdidaColinMcRae-stylestart,got
awayandthentheystartedbattling.
Fromthenonitwasquiteaneasyone–
Ikeptagapandkeptpushingtotheend.

“There’ssomanypeoplewhohave
comeuptomealreadyjustcongratulating
me–it’sjustunbelievable.IthinkI’m
justoverwhelmedwiththepublicity
it’sbrought.”

Young’steam-mateBrettLidsey
startedalongsidehimonthefrontrow
butwasgivenapenaltyforcontactin
raceoneandsufferedengineissuesin
thesecondencounter.

ButtherewasfurtherBritishsuccess

intheopenerasWestbourneMotorsport
driverBenColburnfinishedthird
afterstartingeighth.

Young’sattentionnowswitchesback
totheUKserieswiththenextracesat
OultonParkthisweekend.Hehasa
12-pointadvantageoverMaxCoates
attheheadof thestandings.
● TherewillbemoreonYoung’sFrench
adventureinafutureissueof MN.
AdditionalreportingbyJackBenyon

FIRST BRITISH GT VICTORY FOR NEW GT3 ASTON AT DONINGTON          PAGE 20
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UK points leader stars with impressive double win at French Grand Prix event

YOUNG DOMINANT IN PAUL 
RICARD CLIO CUP RACES

Mechanic award
The new-for-2019 Sports Prototype 
Cup has introduced a ‘mechanic of 
the weekend award’. Organisers will 
choose a mechanic each weekend 
with a social media vote between all 
of the nominees being held at the 
end of the season to determine the 
overall winner. The award is being 
supported by commercial vehicle 
parts supplier Partscomm. 

Walker joins JHR
British karting graduate Alex Walker 
has joined the JHR Developments 
squad to contest the remainder of the 
British Formula 4 season, with the 
exception of the Knockhill round. 
Walker, who was a finalist in last year’s 
Ginetta Junior scholarship, intends to 
use the races as a learning experience 
ahead of a full season in 2020. 

Series not Elite
The Series Elite races planned to 
be run at the Brands Hatch British 
Automobile Racing Club meeting last 
weekend were cancelled, the second 
time the new-for-2019 category has 
axed an event. Four cars took part in 
what became the inaugural round at 
Silverstone at the start of the month but 
the Brands races were scrapped due 
to “niggling issues” with the electronic 
software of the series’ Jaguar Project 8 
cars. The next rounds are now due to 
take place at Donington Park in August.

Sparrow unsecure
Title honours in this year’s Classic 
Citroen 2CV championship won’t be 
decided until the season’s finale at 
the Snetterton 24 Hours in August 
after a mechanical drama hit defending 
champion Pete Sparrow in the 
penultimate round at Brands Hatch last 
weekend. Sparrow was heading Nick 
Crispin by more than 100 points, but a 
dropped valve while leading near the 
end of Sunday’s first race left him with 
only the pole bonus while Crispin took 
third. But Sparrow did fight back in race 
two to win a frantic four-way contest.

Roddison’s run
Paul Roddison maintained his 100% 
winning record in Mazda Max 5 
championship at Brands Hatch last 
weekend. Ian Loversidge put the 
favourite under pressure but couldn’t 
find a chink in the Yorkshireman’s 
defensive armour. Bryan Bursey 
finished last in both contests, having 
travelled from Kazakhstan to race 
on the Indy circuit for the first time.

Jackson on form
Dominik Jackson earned victory in 
all three Radical Challenge races 
at Spa last weekend. The reigning 
series champion was back in his 
RAW Motorsport-run SR3 RSX 
after a run in Historic Formula Ford 
1600 earlier this month. Jackson 
completed the Belgian treble for the 
second year in succession, and has 
returned to the top of the standings 
over Jerome de Sadeleer as a result.  

RACING NEWS
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whathappened,”saidEllis. 
“I justknowIsawaloadof  
blacksmokeandhadtoget 
outprettyquickly.”

TeambossShaunGoff said 
thedamagewasfortunately 
“nottoobad”andsaidthat 
the team is planning to take 
the car to the Goodwood 
Festival of  Speed next week, 
before heading on to Spa.  

“Thank God, Bradley is 
unharmed and everyone 
else around it, and the car is 

only slightly damaged,” 
he said. “I don’t like DNFs, 
but we’ll try and take the 
positives out of  the weekend 
and look forwards.” 
● JRM has decided not to 
contest its disqualification 
from the Silverstone 500, 
after initially announcing 
its intention to appeal. Seb 
Morris and Rick Parfitt lost 
their third-place finish after 
their Bentley Continental 
was found to be underweight.  
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Aston caught 
fire at Donington

Clio racer Coates won both 
races in Colclough’s Cupra



OllyBryantgaveanex-Trans-Am/IMSAFordMustang
arunoutatDoningtonParklastweek,followingits
arrivalintheUK.“It’saRousch750bhpV8GTS1and
IamtakingitupthehillattheGoodwoodFestivalof
Speed,”hesaid.Thecarhadademorunrecentlyat
DijonandracedintheDaytona24Hoursin1995with
PuertoRicansWallyCastro,RolyFalgueras,Axel
Rivera,ManoloVillaandBiagioParisi,finishing16th.
ThecarisalsoeligiblefortheMastersLegendsseries.

BRSCC launches Clubsport Trophy 45-minute mini-endurance series

Fiesta Junior taster
day at Brands event

TheBRSCChaslauncheda
newClubsportTrophyseries
featuringmini-enduroraces.

Twoeventsareplannedfor
thisyear–atBrandsHatchon
July27andDoningtonParkon
October19–andeachwill last
45minutes.

Theracesareopentooneor
two-driverentriesandwillcost
£320,whichincludesBRSCC
membership,totakepartin.

Thegridswillbesplit into

fiveclassesbasedonpower-to-
weightratio,andcarsuptoa
maximumof 235bhppertonne
cancompete.

“Wedon’thavesomethingin
ourportfoliotooffertopeople
whowanttodolongerraces–
wehaven’tgotthat45-minute
raceoranythinglonger,”said
BRSCCcompetitionsdirector
DominicOstrowski.“Speaking
toourcompetitors, itbecame
apparentitwassomething

alotof peoplewantedtodo.
Wewantedtofocusitonthe
clubmanracer,whichis
reflectedintheclassstructure.

“We’redoingtworounds
withaviewtorollingitout
withmoreroundsnextyear.
Thefeedbacksofarhasbeen
verypositive.”

Theonlyclub-level
endurancecategoryrunbythe
BRSCCatpresentistheone-
makeFunCupchampionship.

ByLukeBarry

LeadingFormulaFord team
bossKevinMillshascalled
forKnockhill to return to the
NationalFF1600calendar
afterhissquadattendedthe
Scottish round lastweekend.

Mills’driversNeilMaclennan
andMichaelMacphersonscored
threepodiums,withMaclennan
winningbothraces.

Knockhillwasremovedfrom
theNationalcalendarfollowing

complaintsaboutlastyear’s
meetingthatcontroversially
usedthecircuit’sreverse
configuration.Thethirdrace
featuredadangerousincident
wherethesafetycarwas
stationaryontheothersideof a
blindcrestonthepitstraight
withthefieldapproaching
unsightedatfullspeed.

ButMillsthinkstheregular
configurationof theScottish
trackisperfectforFormulaFord.

“Ihonestlybelievewe

should’vebeenhereforthe
Nationalthisyear,”hesaid.
“Thetwoboyswantedtocome
backandraceattheirhome
circuitbutit[theNationalseries]
shouldbecominghere,of course
itshould.It [Knockhill]always
givesexcitingracingandit’s
somethingalittledifferentto
whatyounormallydo.

“It’snotflatandboring,there’s
plentygoingon–it’supand
down,it’ssortof stomachinyour
mouthtypecorners.Turn1you

dropdownthenup,it’samazing.
If it’sgoodenoughforBritish
TouringCarsit’sgoodenough
foranyone,that’swhatIthink.

“Yougetpeopleinour
championshipcomplaining
about‘weshouldn’tgohere,we
shouldn’tgothere’,butthat’sa
loadof rubbish.Itonlymatters
if thetrackisgoodenough.And
it’saFormulaFordtrack;right
size,rightwidth,difficultto
overtakebutyoucanmakeit
happen–it’sthatsortof track.”

Photos: Jim Moir, Steve Jones, Peter Scherer

National FF1600 raced
on reverse layout

Club has run sprint 
Saloon/Sports races

Kevin Mills says track is perfect for the series after making one-off Scottish outing

LEADING NATIONAL FFORD BOSS
CALLS FOR KNOCKHILL RETURN

A Fiesta Junior taster  
day will take place at the 
championship’s Brands 
Hatch meeting next month 
in an effort to help boost 
numbers in the category.

The BRSCC-run series 
has struggled for entries 
thisseason,withjustfive
carstakingpartinthe
latestroundatSnetterton
lastmonthandwitha
seasonhighof justsixat
thetwoopeningrounds.

Inabidtoincrease grids,
upto12driverswillgettwo
sessionsaccompanied
byaninstructoronthe
Indycircuit.

Theywillalsogetthe
chancetotakepartinoff-
tracksimulatorsessions
andmediatraining.

“They[gridnumbers]
havedropped,there’sno
disputingthat,”said
BRSCCcompetitions
director,Dominic
Ostrowski.“Thisisan
opportunitytotryand
promotetheJunior
championshipandgive
driversafeelforthe
meetingatameeting,
notatrackday.

“Theycantalktothe
currentdriversandsee
theracesaswell.”

Scottish C1 Cup series 
targets 20-car grids

Mills defends small 
Scottish FFord entry
Kevin Mills has defended the 
dwindling grid numbers in Scottish 
Formula Ford, claiming “numbers 
everywhere are really bad this year”.

Eight cars began the season but 
that included a one-off entry from 
Jamie Thorburn, so the number fell 
to seven for the following meeting.

But guest appearances for 
KMR’s Neil Maclennan and  
Michael Macpherson plus a late 
deal for Scottish Citroen C1 
competitor Glen Alcock boosted 
last weekend’s grid to nine cars.

“It doesn’t really matter how many 
cars there are, as long as there two 
or three fast ones at the front,” Mills 
said. “We had a similar situation 
being down at Castle Combe last 
year, the grid fell a little bit but the 
racing was still really good.”

Scottish points leader Jordan 
Gronkowski welcomed the  
extra competition, but thinks it’s 
“unrealistic” to expect big teams  
to commit to racing at Knockhill as 
they prioritise the National series.

“The guests are good to keep the 
numbers up, because you can’t be 
going out there with six cars,” he 
added. “It’s fine for us racing but, for 
the people watching and the future 
of the championship, it’s not ideal.”

Scottish Motor Racing Club 
business development manager 
Rory Bryant is hoping to see 20 
cars competing in the Scottish 
Citroen C1 Cup next month after 
18 drivers entered last weekend’s 
race meeting. 

Grid numbers for the new series 
have increased with each meeting 
after starting off  with 11 cars.

“It’s great to see the number of  
C1s increase each round and to 
have 18 this weekend was 
fantastic,” Bryant said.

“We’re getting another couple of  
cars built so we might be able to 
edge into the 20s at the next round. 
If  everyone who did this round 
turns up, we could get low 20s.”

Two English drivers entered the 
series for the first time last 
weekend, and Bryant is delighted 
to see more drivers choosing to 
race a C1 at Knockhill.

“In total, we have had five new 
drivers this weekend, a couple of  
them doing their first car racing 
meetings as well,” he added.
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Editor’s
picks 

What we’ve loved 
 in the classified 

section this week. For 
more see page 32

Small grids for Fiesta Jr
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Bradshaw:
alising dream

Longhurst’s car at Bathurst

Orr’s victory on the Red Kite Stages has thrown the ’19 championship chase wide open

Hearthethunder
TheHistoricSportsCarClub
ThundersportsSerieshas received
astrong initial response to thenewly-
announcedracesat theSilverstone
Classic. In twoweeks, the first30
entrieshavealreadybeenconfirmed.
Withagridcapacityof50cars, the
HSCCishoping tohavemore than
40cars racingon theSilverstone
GrandPrixcircuit.

R.A.C.freedraw
Anycrewsthathavepaid theentry
fee in full forNovember’sRogerAlbert
ClarkRallybyJune30willgo intoa
drawtobeheldonJuly21.One lucky
crewwill receivea50%entry fee
refund for the five-dayevent,worth
£1750.Todate,more than20of the
170confirmedentrieshavealready
paid the full amount.

Timmsinforce
Threemembersof theTimmsracing
family joined theHistoricF3gridat
CadwellPark recentlyas theevent
wasalsoa roundof theEuropean
Trophy. Jim(now83yearsold)was
joinedbyhissonJasonandnephew
Jeremywith JimandJasonhaving
recentlycontested theMilleMiglia
inanAllardJ2. Jim isalso racing in
Formula Junior thisseason.

V8inWales
AspecialcelebrationofV8sportscars
of the1960swillbepartof theHistoric
RoadSports racesat theTomPryce
MemorialmeetingatAnglesey (July
13-14).Tomark the inauguralHRS
racesat theNorthWalesvenue, the
‘TrueGrit’ initiative isaimedatbringing
awide rangeofV8-poweredcars to
thedouble-header.

Fordstersswitch
HistoricFormulaFord racersRichard
TarlingandBennTilleywill both join
theHGPCAgridatBrandsHatch this
weekend.Tarlingwill getanothershot
in theAlfaRomeo-enginedAssegai
whileTilleywill race the formerTeam
Lotus-enteredLotus18ofPaul
Smeeth.Tilleywill also racehisLotus
23Bin theGuardsTrophy race.

Donnelly’srally
Former grand prix racer Martin
Donnelly will try his hand at classic
rallying on Saturday’s East Anglian
Classic, round five of the MN-backed
HRCR Clubmans Championship.
Donnelly’s first attempt at a rally will
be in Martin Phaff’s Lancia Fulvia
on the Bury St Edmunds-based
daylight event. Donnelly’s 1988
F3000 engineer Paul Crosby is
now a leading contender in this
branch of the sport.

In the family
John Hutchison, competitions
manager for the MG Car Club,
will make his single-seater debut
in Formula Junior this weekend at
Brands Hatch. Hutchison has raced
extensively in sportscars but will now
follow his parents John and Sarah
into single-seaters with an Envoy
after a successful test at Snetterton.

Franklin’s outing
Forty-three years after he held the
outright hill record at Prescott,
David Franklin drove a 1972
Porsche 911RS during Saturday’s
Porsches at Prescott event at the
Gloucestershire hill. The 1978 British
Hillclimb champion shared the car
of near neighbour Ross Stone in the
Porsche Club GB invitation class.

HISTORICS

Small’s Brabham
heads to Italy

ORR IS THE FOURTH WINNER IN HISTORICS BATTLE
Sunday’sRedKiteStages
hasthrowntheBritish
HistoricRallyChampionship
openwithStanleyOrr
becomingthefourthpoints
leaderinfourrounds.

Orrandco-driverGraham
Hendersonnowheadthetitle
racegoingontotheasphalt
of theHarryFlattersand

UlsterRallies.However,
only19pointscoverthetop
six.Threeroundsremain,
withtheseasonfinishingon
theTrackrodinSeptember.

NickElliott,JoePriceand
MatthewRobinsonhaveled
thecontestbutanaccidentfor
Elliott,enginewoeforPrice
andalimitedprogrammefor

Robinsonhavebluntedtheir
bids.Orr(FordEscortMk1)
with82pointsnowleadsRudi
Lancaster(78points),Red
KitevictorSimonWebster
(74points),SteveBennett(69
points),AdrianHetherington
(68points)andRobinson
(63points).Driverswill
counttheirbestfivescores.

Long-time racer Lincoln Small
will head the British contingent
in the Vernasca Silver Flag
hillclimb event in Italy this
weekend, driving his Coventry
Climax-engined Brabham BT8
sports-racing car.

Small will make his third
trip to the demonstration
event on the six-mile hill.

“The BT8 has not been out
since the same event a year
ago,” said Small while giving
the BT8 a shakedown run at
Donington Park recently. “It’s
a lovely event: I went to the
first one about 30 years ago.”

Although the BT8 is now
reserved only for this type
of event, Small continues
to race in Historic Formula 2
in his ex-Derek Bell
Brabham BT30.

A trio of iconic Ford Sierra RS500s line up for Brands Hatch showdown
TwofamousFordSierraRS500
Cosworthswillgohead-to-head
intheDunlopSaloonCarCup
atBrandsHatchthisweekend.

MichaelLyonswillhave
hisfirstraceintheformer
Eggenberger1989Spa-winning
carnowownedbyPeter

SturgeonwhileCarey
McMahonhasbrought
hisex-TonyLonghurst
1990BathurstcartoEurope.

TheEggenbergercarhas
beenracedrecentlybyperiod
driverGianfrancoBrancatelli,
butnowLyonswillracethecar

afterashakedowntestat
Silverstone.TheLonghurst
car,startingathree-event
Europeantour,wasbuiltto
winthe1990Bathurst1000but
retiredwithenginefailure.
Joiningthemwillbeathird
RS500,MarkWright’sexample.

ByPaulLawrence

Formersingle-seaterand
PorscheCarreraCupstar
TomBradshawhopesto
beafrontrunner in theFIA
MastersHistoricSportsCar
Championship inaChevron
B19recently restoredby
formerChevronengineers.

Bradshaw’sfatherJohn
boughtthetwo-litresports-
racingcarlastNovemberand
itwasrebuiltbySteveSheldon

andNeilBaileyatRedRose
Racing.Arecentshakedown
raceatBrandsHatchwas
hamperedbybrakeissuesbut
theFVC-enginedcarshowed
greatpromiseandBradshaw
hopestobeacontenderatthe
SilverstoneClassicinlateJuly.

“ItwenttoJoSiffertwhenit
wasnewin1970.Itcametous
fromSwedenandhadn’tbeen
runsincetheearly1990s,”said
Bradshawsenior,whohas
alwayswantedtoownaB19.

“ForamanfromBolton,this
isaniconiccar,”saidBradshaw,
whocomesfromthesame
LancashiretownasChevron.

“Iwenttosee
Bennettathisw
Iwas20togets
anElanIwasb
saidBradsh
tohangglidew

Later,Chevro
founderBenne
diedinahang
glidingacciden

andthecompanyfolded.
“It’sagorgeouscarbutwe’ve

stillgotabitof worktodoand
wewantedtospendsometime

.”
lassic,the
eitatthe
g,Zandvoort
esummerand
niorwillrace
ontoo.

DOWN THE PUB
NIALL MURRAY
Historic newbie
Age:24 Lives:Dublin

‘Franklin returned to Prescott’
Champion back behind the wheel, below
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It comes from the family
business
“My parents set up Murray 
Motorsport in 1990 and my brother 
and I work in the business now. 
We sell all the kit to go racing and 
we also run the biggest race team 
in Ireland and on a typical race 
weekend we run 12 to 15 cars 
in things like the Fiesta classes.”

He starred in FF1600
“I started racing in Formula Ford in 
2013 in Ireland and won the Formula 
Ford Festival at the end of the year. 
I didn’t expect to do that, at all. The 
following year I was the Motorsport 
Ireland Scholarship driver and won 
two championships. I took a year 
out of Formula Ford in 2015 and 
then won the UK National title in 
2016, the Martin Donnelly Trophy, 
the Festival and the Walter Hayes 
Trophy. That was my best year and I 
won the UK National title again in ’18.”

He’s been to the US
“I did the Mazda Road to Indy 
Scholarship in America and a couple 
of British GT races. I’ve driven all 
sorts and I’m trying to get a GT 
drive. Niall McFadden only started 
racing last year and he races with 
us in Ireland. I do some coaching 
with him and he bought a couple of 
historic cars over the winter.”

Historic debut in the wet
“He asked me to come and race with 
him and do some coaching and I’m 
really enjoying it. My first experience 
was Castle Combe last year in the 
Jaguar E-type and I put it on pole 
in the wet. It was great fun. It’s 
completely different and it keeps 
me sharp and I’m usually racing 
against people in faster cars.”

He’s starred in 
Formula Junior
“We’ve got a Formula Junior and 
Elva sports-racing car as well as the 
E-type. The Elva Mk7S is a fantastic 
car and probably the best power-to-
weight ratio cars I’ve ever driven. 
It’s a quick car and it is great fun. 
It is all good experience for me.”

He’s also drifting
“This year, back in Ireland, I’m also 
doing a drift championship. From 
a Murray Motorsport point of view, 
we bought a drift car and I’m 
competing in that. It is a completely 
different discipline and I’ve also 
done some autotesting as well 
so nearly every weekend I’m out 
doing something.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Bradshaw relishing
Chevron B19 outing

Murray: single-seater roots

IN BRIEF

Bolton driver realises a dream in Masters Historic Sports Car series

BRADSHAW TO RACE 
CLASSIC CHEVRON B19
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Kiwi was fourth in Finland in 2018

RALLY NEWS

ByDavidEvans

HaydenPaddonis leavingnostone
unturned inhisefforts to impress
HyundaiMotorsportdirector
AndreaAdamoandlandafactory
i20CoupeWRCforRallyFinland.

TheKiwirompedtoaseven-minute
winonSaturday’sRallyof South
Canterburyinacarreworkedbyhis
ownteamtocloselymirrorthepower
andperformanceonofferfromcurrent
WorldRallyCars.

Paddonwon12from12stagesand
postednewrecordsforeachof the
NewZealandtests.

TheformerRallyArgentinawinner
losthisworldchampionshipseatwith
Hyundaiwhennine-timechampion
SebastienLoebsignedtodriveforthe
Koreanfirmatthestartof theseason.

AdamohasconfirmedThierry
NeuvilleandAndreasMikkelsenwill
tackleRallyFinlandinafactoryi20
CoupeWRC,buthehasyettoreveal
hisplansforthethirdcar.

Paddonhasurgedhimtotakealookat
hisrecentrunof success,whichincludes
podiumsonnineof thelast11rallies
he’sstartedandtotaldominationof
rallyingDownUnder.

“EverythingI’mdoingisgeared
togettingbacktotheWorldRally
Championship,”PaddontoldMN.
“SouthCanterbury’snotaroundof the
AsiaPacificRallyChampionshipand,
withtherulesbeingabitmoreopen,we
couldgiveouri20AP4carmorepower
withadifferent[turbo]restrictor.

“Weranwith350[bhp],whichmade
thecarthatbitmorerelevanttowhat’son
offerfromthecurrentWorldRallyCars.
Iwanttoshowthe[HyundaiMotorsport]
teamthatI’mstillhere,I’mstilldriving
competitioncarseverydayandI’ve
neverbeenmorematch-fitandreadyto
go.IcanhonestlysayI’veneverwanted
theWRCmorethanIdorightnow.”

Adamo’sotheroptionsinclude
recentRallyItalywinnerDaniSordo
orIrishmanCraigBreen.

Sordo’snotkeenonFinlandandhas

made his feelings clear to the team.
Breen, like Paddon, is desperate for a
WRC return and is doing all he can to
demonstrate his speed and potential.

Hyundai’s junior driver Jari Huttunen
had been in the frame, having tackled
two Finnish Championship rounds in
an i20 Coupe WRC. Adamo said the
25-year-old wasn’t the answer, feeling
there would be too much pressure for
a young driver.

“I’m ready to jump straight in,” said
Paddon. “I know the team and I know
the car. OK, the car will have evolved
in the last six months or so, but the
basics will be pretty similar to the car
I knew last season. As for the testing
and getting up to speed, I’ve genuinely
never driven as much as I am right now.

“When I’m not in the rally car testing,
I’m in the [i30] TCR on the track at the
team’s base. I know a TCR’s not a World
Rally Car, but it is seat time and that
means so much. But the rallies have
been quick and getting quicker all year.

“One of the targets I’ve been setting

myself at these [New Zealand] events
is to keep on breaking our own stage
records and the speeds we had [on the
rally] on Saturday were pretty big. I was
going quite hard knowing that I want
to be ready for the speed if the chance
comes in Finland and I reckon I’m there.
Don’t forget, a lot of the driving I’ve been
doing at home is on fast wide, cresty
stages – roads just like Finland.”

Were Adamo to entrust the third i20 to
Paddon, he says he’d be chasing a top-five
result like the one he scored last season.

Paddon added: “I’ve always enjoyed
Finland and we’ve had some pretty
strong results in the past. I’d be fairly
confident of jumping in the car without
much of a test and delivering at least
a fifth place and maybe even better
for the team. I’ve been there and
done that before.”
●Paddon will make his Global
Rallycross Europe debut at Essay,
France this weekend. He will drive
a Hyundai i30-bodied car in the
Global Titans category.
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Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Paddon was a winner
in NZ last weekend

Kiwi says he is match-fit and ready for a chance in a third i20 machine in Finland

PADDON DESPERATE FOR
ANOTHER SHOT WITH HYUNDAI

Eric Camilli completed a second test 
of a Citroen C3 WRC in Germany 
last week.

The Frenchman drove the car on 
gravel for the first time last month, 
completing some development for the 
Velizy squad. Last week was all about 
furthering work on improving the C3 
ahead of the Bostalsee event in August.

Asked why Camilli had driven the car, 
team principal Pierre Budar replied: 
“Why not? He has driven for us on some 
gravel test, there are many rumours 
about this. But it’s just some testing.”

Camilli has to be one of the busiest 
drivers around at the moment, with 
testing and training other drivers. 

He goes from Citroen’s Germany 
running to Belgium, where he will drive 
M-Sport’s all-new Ford Fiesta R5 for 
the first time at the Ypres Rally.
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Camilli puts more 
mileage on Citroen C3
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Tasmania made its maiden appearance in the FIA’s 
Asia Pacific Rally Championship last weekend, with 
Australian driver Harry Bates (pictured) winning the 
Subaru Rally Tasmania. Bates  shared the podium for the 
Pacific Cup qualifier with his third-placed brother Lewis 
Bates – both were driving Toyota Yaris AP4 cars. Subaru 
Australia star Molly Taylor was second in her WRX STI.

Japanese driver:big break Toyota protege Katsuta has his future in aYaris mapped out

Ingram aims to zero in on European title
Chris Ingram will chase 
his first win and the lead 
of  the European Rally 
Championship at this 
weekend’s Rally Poland. 

The Briton holds a 
comfortable lead in the ERC1 
Junior standings – where 
success would deliver a 
€100,000 (£89,000) prize fund 
towards competing in the final 
two rounds of  the season – but 
it’s the overall European title 
he’s looking towards.

Ingram starts the Mikolajki 
event in his usual Toksport-
run Skoda Fabia R5 but will 
face still competition from 
ERC pacesetter Lukasz Habaj.

Local hero Habaj (Skoda) 
admits he’s torn between 
home-grown glory and a 
season-long goal. The Polish 
driver said: “I would like to 
continue the success story 
of  other Poles who have won 
Rally Poland, but I need to 
focus on the championship 
standings at the same time. 
This is my ultimate goal – 

to stay on the top of  the 
leaderboard until the end of  
the ERC season. Winning this 
event is a dream to me and I 
think I’m able to achieve it. My 
plan is to drive fast and show 
consistent pace right from the 
beginning of  the event.”

Defending ERC champion 
Alexey Lukyanuk (Citroen) 
will look to build on the second 
place he scored last time out 
in Latvia, while Jari Huttunen 
will be hoping a possible 
victory on the Polish lake 
district’s super-fast roads 
could yet be enough to play 
him into contention for a third 
Hyundai seat at Rally Finland.

The former WRC counter 
gets underway with a 
qualifying stage on Friday 
morning before the first 
run through the Mikolajki 
Arena test on Friday 
evening. Two days of  
competition concludes after 
14 further stages and a total 
of  120 competitive miles on 
Sunday afternoon at 1530hrs.

By David Evans

Japanese star Takamoto
Katsuta will tackle Rally
Germany and Rally Spain
in a Toyota Yaris WRC
later this season – and
an expanded programme
in the car next season.

Katsuta has impressed both
Toyota Gazoo Racing team
principal Tommi Makinen
and the squad’s chairman –
Toyota Motor Corporation
president Akio Toyoda –
with his progress aboard
a Yaris WRC this season.

The 26-year-old, who is
co-driven by Brit Dan Barritt,
has started two Finnish
Championshiproundsina
YarisWRCthisseasonand
wonbothconvincingly. It’s
thoseperformancesthathave
helpedhimtowardsabraceof
top-lineoutingsinthesecond
half of theseason.

InadditiontoGermanyand
Spain,Takamotowillcontest
RallyJapan’sfinaldress
rehearsaleventinNovember
inaYaris.

BeyondtheYaris,Katsuta’s
speedinWRC2hasimproved
considerablythisseason.He

‘Thorburn was pushed hard’
Scottish championship report, p18

Japanese driver linked to an expanded programme for 2020 as well

TWO WRC OUTINGS FOR
TOYOTATALENTKATSUTA

A
m I missing something?
What’s with this continued
debate about who to give
the third Hyundai i20 Coupe
WRC seat to in Finland?

IsHaydenPaddonnot the
mostblindinglyobviousshoo-in in thehistoryof
time?What’s theboygot todo togeta look in?

Likemycolleagueand fellowMNcolumnistColin
Clark, I’mabig fanofHyundaiMotorsportdirector
AndreaAdamo,but I’mnota fanofhis indecision
on thisone.The firstsixmonthsofAdamo’s time
inchargeof the teamhavebeenall aboutstrong,
unflinchingdecisionmaking.He’sbenched
drivers, talkedworldchampions intoeventsand
–apparently–youngFinnsoutofevents.But the
onedecisionheneeds to take,hehasn’tmanaged.

Andrea, justgive theKiwiago!
And if it’snothimthenputCraigBreen’sname

downnext to thecar.Eitherway, justgetonwith it.
But it’sgot tobePaddon.
SebastienLoeb’sarrival in the teamcouldn’t

havebeenmorepoorly timed forPaddon last year,
but theknockofanine-timechampion ishard to
ignore.Andbeyondtheobvious, “you’vehad
yourgo”argument, it’shard tocounter the
reasoning forputting theFrenchman in the
NewZealander’sseat.

Buthere’sagoodopportunity todonotonly the
mostsensible thing,butalso the right thing.

Tomymind,Paddonwasprettypoorly treated
at thebackendof last yearanddeservesanother
shot.Admittedly,benevolencehasnoplace in
professionalsport, so let’s lookat thespeedhe’s
showingandhis track recordononeof themost
difficult roundsof theworldchampionship.

Granted, thecompetition in theNewZealand
RallyChampionship’sasignificantstepbelowthe
WRC,but tobeatNZseries frontrunnerBenHunt
andhisSubaruby the thickendofsevenminutes
over120milesand12stages is impressivestuff,
especiallygiven thathewasrunning in tricky, icy
conditions first thing in themorning–andhedid
all of thatwithonlyasingle-pass recce.

As for that recordon the roadsaroundJyvaskyla,
hebeatall hisHyundai team-mates last yearand
was justacoupleofsecondsoffThierryNeuville
in2016.Finland issomuchaboutconfidence,
self-beliefandcomfortonsomeof theseason’s
fastestandmost technical roads–andwhen
you’vestarted the rallynine times,asPaddon
has, youdon’t forgetanyof those things.

Adamo’s right inhisbelief that this isnot the
time to throwayoungdriver to thewolves,but it’s
definitelyagoodmoment togiveanexperienced,
pastworldrallywinneronemoreshotat thebigtime.

Just before I go – and just in case you worried
this section of the newspaper was going to be
free from politics – don’t forget the 2020 WRC
calendar is expected at the end of this week.
If European event rotation does come on next
year’s schedule, it’ll offer plenty to talk about
next week. And if the calendar doesn’t come –
and the FIA misses out on delivering next
season’s itinerary for the second time (it was
expected at WMSC earlier this month) – then
there’d be just as much potential for debate…

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

waslookinggoodforback-to-
backclasswinsinhisFord
FiestaR5whenthecarcaught
fireandforcedhisretirement
from Rally Italy.

After watching in Sardina,
Toyoda said: “I’m looking
forward to seeing Takamoto
standing on the podium with
the Yaris WRC in the future. We
need to convert the experience
from this rally into strength
for the days to come.”

Katsuta’s programme is
expected to be confirmed
this week and will also include
outings at Rally Finland and
Rally GB in a new Fiesta R5.

Makinen told MN: “Right
now we don’t have anything
confirmed for Takamoto, but we
would like to organise a couple
of [WRC] events and the rally
in Japan. He seems to like the
car [the Yaris WRC] very much
and it seems to suit his style
of driving which comes more
from the circuit background.
It’s too early to say anything
yet, but it looks good with him
and we keep moving forward.”

Katsuta added: “It looks like
something will change with
the programme. I like to drive
the Yaris. In the car I can feel
how nice is the handling – it’s

an amazing car, but the speed
is so high you have to respect
this and take care with the
pacenotes. I have a lot of work
to do still, but I’m very happy
to be driving in this car when I
have the opportunity.”

MN understands initial
thoughts for next season are
to run Takamoto in a fourth
Yaris on most rounds. The car’s
not expected to run in factory
livery or be serviced with the
factory trio – most likely it will
be a similar operation to the one
which ran Juho Hanninen in
Sardinia or Marcus Gronholm
in Sweden earlier this season.

Four-time world champion 
Tommi Makinen has praised 
Gus Greensmith’s transition to 
a Ford Fiesta WRC after the 
Briton stepped up from his R5 
car at Rally of Portugal. 

Greensmith, 22, ran in seventh 

position before he slid off the road 
 – but still impressed Makinen. 

The Finn was talking about the 
potential for progression from 
an R5 to a current generation 
World Rally Car.

“Gus Greensmith improved 

immediately,” said Makinen. “These 
young drivers take to these cars 
very quickly – it’s the same with 
[Takamoto] Katsuta when he did that 
round of the Finnish championships. 
It was really positive. Katsuta and 
Gus are two good examples of 

how quickly these young guys 
can step up.”

MN understands Greensmith 
will return to a factory M-Sport Ford 
Fiesta WRC for either his home 
round of the world championship 
in Wales or in Turkey.  

Briton Greensmith’s Rally Portugal pace impresses four-time world champ Makinen

DAVID
EVANS
“Adamo needs
to make a 
firm decision”
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Crash happened on the
final day’s opening stage

Kelly was aiming for his fourth consecutive victory on the famous event

MACDONALD PLOTS
WALES GB OUTING
Junior 1000 series graduate
Jude MacDonald is eyeing a
possible outing on Wales Rally
GB later this year after
impressing so far in 2019.

The 17-year-old won the
Scottish Rally Championship’s
John Horton Star Driver Award
for his performance on the
Speyside Stages, which puts
him in contention for the end-of-
season shoot-out and the chance
for a day’s driving tuition.

Last weekend he won a
hard-fought Class 3 on the
Argyll Stages from the
experienced Barry Lindsay
and continues to lead the
Scottish Junior Championship.

“This is just my third event
with this car,” said the Skoda
Fabia R2 driver. “I’m still
learning. I’d love to do the Wales
Rally GB National at the end
of the year, but that’s all
dependent on money!”

ByJasonCraig

Aninvestigationhasbeen
launchedbypolice following
thedeathof three-timeDonegal
InternationalwinnerManusKelly
onthe Irishevent lastweekend.

The41-year-oldisunderstoodtohave
lostcontrolof hisHyundaii20R5ona
bumpypartof FanadHeadcalledBaile
naBrocarduringSunday’sfirststage.

Oneof theimpactscausedKelly,who
wasrunningsixthoverallontheevent
atthetime,tocrashthroughahedge
andintoafield.

The15thstagewashaltedasemergency
servicesattendedthescenebeforethe
remainingfivestageswerecancelled.

MotorsportIrelandconfirmedKelly’s
deathinastatementonSundayevening.

“DonegalMotorClub&Motorsport
Irelandwouldliketoextendits
sympathiestothefamilyandfriends
of ManusKellywhowasfatallyinjured
duringatragicaccidentwhilecompeting

intheDonegalInternationalRallyon
SundayJune232019,”itread.

“Manuswasathree-timewinnerof
therallyandwasimmenselypopular
intherallyfraternity.Hewaselectedto
DonegalCountyCouncil intherecent
electionsandwasaprominent
businessmaninDonegal.

“Ourthoughtsarewithhisfamily
andallaffectedatthistime.”

Kelly’sco-driver,DonallBarrett,
wastransferredfromthesceneof
theaccidenttoLetterkennyGeneral
Hospitalwhereheisreceivingtreatment
forhisinjuries,whichincludeabroken
collarboneandbruising.Hewasina
stableconditionbutremainedinhospital
asMNwenttoprint.

Kellywasahugelypopularfigureand
ahighly-decorateddriver,winninghis
homeinternationalonthreeconsecutive
occasions(2016-2018)andwasaregular
intheIrishTarmacChampionship.

PayingtributetoKelly,Donegal
InternationalRallyclerkof thecourse,

WALES RALLY GB PLANS FOR OULTON PARK UNVEILED PAGE 25
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Popular driver was competing in Ireland’s biggest rallying event last weekend

THREE-TIME DONEGAL VICTOR
KELLY KILLED IN RALLY CRASH

RALLY NEWS

8TH & 9TH NOVEMBER
WWW.MANXAUTOSPORT.ORG/
POKER-STARS VOLUNTEERS WANTED

The 100 plus miles stage rally will take place over
many of the Isle of Manʼs iconic stages that have

just been used on this yearʼs National event. They
include Keristal, Ronague, St Marks, Druidale,
Staarvey and everyoneʼs favourite Baldwinʼs.

Welshclosed-roadentry
Entries for the inaugural Rali Bae Ceredigion
will open on July 3 with 120 spots available
for the event, which will be the first in Wales
to make use of new legislation and run on
closed-roads. The eight stages of the event
will consist of 43 competitive stage miles
during the rally, which is scheduled to take
place on September 8. For more information,
visit rbcrally.co.uk

Clark consultation
A public consultation regarding the return
of the Jim Clark Rally will close this Friday
(June 28) ahead of the event being run again
after a five-year hiatus. The rally, which
hasn’t taken place since 2014 after three
spectators were killed, is scheduled to be
held on November 8-9. For more information,
visit scotborders.gov.uk

On the big screen
Supported by the Royal Aero Group, the
Scottish Rally Championship featured
a big screen TV at the service area for the
first time. Live images and interviews by
Becksport Media were broadcast with
Matt Cotton and Luke Barry interviewing
crews at stage finishes, and on-stage
commentary was supplied by rally
driver Andy Kelly and former co-driver
Roy Campbell.

Centenary Stages woe
For the fourth consecutive year Sheffield
& Hallamshire Motor Club has had to
cancel the Centenary Stages Rally due
to a lack of venue. The event had been
scheduled for last weekend having last
been held at Snetterton in 2015 and at
Twyford Wood and Barkston Heath
before then. The event was first run
in 2004, with past winners including
Nigel Mummery, Michael Glendinning
and Richard Hill.

IN BRIEF

Eamon Magee, described the father-of-
five as “a great ambassador” for the  
sport of  rallying, and said the news of   
his death was “devastating”.

In another statement issued by 
Motorsport Ireland, it confirmed that  
an investigation into the tragic events 
had been launched. 

“The relevant authorities have begun  
a full investigation into the incident and 

will be assisted by Motorsport Ireland 
and Donegal Motor Club,” it read. 

“Motorsport Ireland and its affiliated 
clubs are recognised internationally  
for operating to the highest standards  
of  motorsport safety for competitors  
and spectators in line with the best 
practices of  the FIA.”
l A full tribute will be given to Manus 
Kelly in next week’s Motorsport News.
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Reynolds back to Junior BRC with Peugeot
Reigning British Rally 
Championship Cadet champion 
Jordan Reynolds will return 
to the Junior BRC for the Ypres 
Rally, but switches from a Ford 
Fiesta R2T to a Peugeot 208 R2.

Reynolds contested the 
Cambrian and West Cork 
rallies in a Fiesta R2T for EDSL 
Sport, but returns for Ypres 
in his own car after skipping 
April’s Pirelli Rally.

Reynolds has been impressed 
by the performance of  the 208 
this season and, coupled to his 
difficult start to the season, he 
felt a change was needed. 

“One came up for sale at a really 
good price and I purchased it,” 
Reynolds told MN. “Instead of  
growing up a little, going out 
and getting a house, I thought 
‘let’s go and have a Peugeot!’” 

“After the first two rounds and 
having two non-finishes I was 

just looking at the championship, 
a third of  the way through, and I 
said to myself  ‘this is going to be 
really hard now to try and win the 
prize for the M-Sport Pirelli fu nd’.

“So after the running costs and 
stuff  like that I just decided to 
re-evaluate where I was going 
with this. But given the strong 
performances the Peugeots were 
putting in, after about a month 
I was like ‘I quite fancy this’.”

Reynolds’ main focus is on 
this weekend’s Ypres Rally but 
he expects to do the rest of  the 
BRC season too.

“If  I can be in the mix [on Ypres] 
basically I’d be happy, because 
with it being such a long event 
I think there will be retirements 
to be honest,” he said. 

“So with that, a finish would 
be perfect because the car is an 
unknown to say the least, but I am 
definitely looking forward to it.”

ByStephenBrunsdon

ReigningBritishRally
championMattEdwardssays
securingmaximumpoints in
thisweekend’sYpresRally
iskey toretaininghis title
followinghisdisqualification
onthePirelli last timeout.

Edwardswasthrownout
of afifth-placefinishonthe
CumbrianeventinAprilafter
drivingpartof theroadsection
withapuncturedtyre.

TheWelshmanliesseven
pointsbehindchampionship
leaderTomCave,butknowsa
repeatof hisYpreswin12
monthsagocanbringhim
backintotitlecontention.

“Thewayweendedthe
lastrallywasdisappointing,”
EdwardstoldMotorsportNews.
“Myconfidencewasn’thighin

themorning,thentoget
disqualifiedafterfinishing
wherewedidwasharsh.”

Edwardscontentedhimself
withwhatheclassedas
“effectivelymydroppedscore
fortheseason”butisalltoo
awareof thechallengesthe
Belgianroadsposethisweekend.

“It’sprobablyjustacaseof
whoeveradaptstotheroadsand
keepsoutof troublewillbethe
winnerattheend,”hesaid.“Non-
scoresarewhatisgoingtodecide
thechampionship,whichiswhy
wefoughtsohardtokeepour
Pirelliresultandwhywe
probablyneedtowininYpres.”

Leadingtheoverallentries
isformerCitroenWRCdriver
CraigBreenandWRC2regular
OleChristianVeiby,bothdriving
VolkswagenPoloGTIR5s.

DutchmanKevinAbbring,who

‘New Aston Martin finally wins’
British GT report, p20

Edwards took BRC
Ypres spoils in ’18

Reigning BRC champion hopes for Belgium success again as in 2018

EDWARDS: YPRES WIN
CRUCIAL FOR TITLE TILT

W
hat a difference
a year makes in
UK rallying.

Twelvemonths
agowhenthe
BritishRally

Championship leftYpres,MattEdwardshad
effectively done enough to be crowned
champion. Although much was still left to
play for, it never seemed like the Welshman
would be troubled too much and that
spoke volumes of the 2018 BRC season.

Poor entries, a lack of consistent
competition for Edwards and the
cancellation of two events – the Border
Counties and the Manx Rally – left a bitter
taste in the mouths of rally fans. It was as
if the BRC had, after a superb 2017
season, fallen back into its old ways.

Fast forward a year and we have a
genuine battle for the title between two
crews at the top of their game. And while
the entries have dipped significantly since
the opening round on the Cambrian in
February, both Edwards and countryman
Tom Cave have shown that the quality is
still very much present at the front.

This battle could take a turn in either
driver’s favour this weekend as Cave
aims to make it three wins in a row, while
Edwards looks to get on terms with the
Hyundai driver – whom he trails by
seven points – by taking a first win
since the Cambrian.

A lot of naysayers will have you believe
that the BRC is finished or lacking in
entertainment, but that is a load of
nonsense in reality. Yes, the entries
could be better and yes, there have
been disappointments this season –
think the reduced running on the Pirelli
last time out, or the Irish entries curtailing
their campaigns – but who says this is
necessarily a bad thing?

If anything, it puts more emphasis on two
increasingly interesting title fights. As well
as Cave and Edwards for the overall title,
the Junior BRC has been sensational since
the opening round. Josh McErlean has
been the man to beat but he has an array
of quick crews willing and able to snatch
the momentum away from him.

William Creighton has been going
somewhat under the radar this year, doing
his own thing and is only 11 points adrift
of his fellow Northern Irishman. James
Wilson is another who can potentially
take a win off McErlean having won the
opening round, while James Williams is
desperate to show what he is capable of
as he returns to his trusted Adam R2.

The BRC may be some way short of
its late 1990s heyday, but it is too often
done a disservice by those waiting for
it to fail. Whatever Ypres brings, Cave
versus Edwards might just be the shot
in the arm the BRC needs.

MN’S MAN IN SCOTLAND

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

starred on his World Rallycross 
debut in Norway a fortnight ago, 
returns to the Belgian event 
in a DG Competition-run 
VW Polo GTI.

Marty McCormack returns in 
the BRC1 class after missing the 
previous round in Carlisle and 

will be aiming to reach the finish 
of  the event after crashing out 
in his Skoda Fabia R5 last year.

The Junior BRC title race 
remains a close-knit affair 
heading into Ypres, with Josh 
McErlean holding an 11-point 
margin over William Creighton.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey
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STEPHEN 
BRUNS
“The quality is
still present at
the front”

Ypres return for Gass in Skoda Fabia R5
Former Irish Tarmac 
champion Darren Gass 
will return to the Ypres 
Rally for the first time in 
12 years this weekend, 
where he will drive his 
Crozier Motorsport-
prepared Skoda Fabia R5.

The winner of  the Tarmac 
series in 2012, Gass has made 
only sporadic appearances 
in the Czech car to date. 

Most recently he finished 
sixth overall and first in 
class on March’s Midland 
Stages and followed this up 
with another top 10 result 
on April’s Monaghan 
Stages Rally alongside 
Enda Sherry.

The 31-year-old explained 
that the rush of  World Rally 
Car entries for Donegal had 

influenced his decision.
“It was either go to 

Donegal or Ypres and 
because I don’t have a World 
Rally Car it made more 
sense to head to Belgium,” 
he told Motorsport News. 

“I’m not going with any 
real expectations because 
I haven’t been out in 
the car as regularly as 
I would’ve liked with 
work commitments.

“Enda is in Germany now 
for the next six months with 
work, so Neil Shanks is 
going to be sitting alongside 
me. He called t he notes for 
me on my first and last visit 
to Ypres back in 2007. We 
won’t test beforehand, so our 
first time in the car together 
will be at shakedown.”

TOP SEEDED ENTRIES
Ypres Rally, Belgium, British Rally Championship, 
round 4/6, June 27-29
POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR

1 Kris Princen/Bram Eelbode Volkswagen Polo GTI R5
2 Craig Breen/Paul Nagle Volkswagen Polo GTI R5
3 Matt Edwards/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta R5
4 Ole Christian Veiby/Jonas Andersson Hyundai i20 R5
5 Tom Cave/Dale Bowen Hyundai i20 R5
6 Sebastien Bedoret/Thomas Walbrecq Skoda Fabia R5
7 Kevin Abbring/Veronique Hostens Volkswagen Polo GTI R5
8 Rhys Yates/James Morgan Skoda Fabia R5
9 Kevin Demaerschalk/Lara Vanneste Citroen C3 R5
10 Freddy Loix/Pieter Tsjoen Skoda Fabia R5

YPRES PREVIEW



UPCOMING EVENTS

4-7th July
Goodwood Festival of Speed

SS UK

13-14th July
Orebro Raceday, Sweden

SS UK

26-28th July
Carfest North, Bolesworth Castle

SS UK

26-28th July
Silverstone Classic, Silverstone Race Circuit

SS UK

17th August
Speed & Rally Show, Oswestry Showground

SS UK

23-25th August
Carfest South, Laverstoke Farm

SS UK

Slowly Sideways is all about rally cars.The group
motto could easily be “The Car’s the Star” and it is
particularly concerned with the rally cars of historical
interest and importance.

We aim to stimulate interest in preserving and
restoring old rally cars, by giving the owners of
such cars an opportunity to drive them in a safe
and controlled environment whilst at the same time
allowing the general public to see, hear and appreciate
the sounds and spectacle that these older rally cars can
provide.

Slowly Sideways UK is certainly not a formal club,
commercial body or institution. It is a virtual meeting
point for the owners of classic rally cars. The tiny
bit of organisation at its core seeks out rallies and
other events that are prepared to accept members
of the group and their cars in a non-competitive
demonstration that is integrated into their event.

An annual membership is payable, largely covering
insurance, branded clothing, promotion and hospitality
at some events. Slowly Sideways UK is a non-profit
making venture and run entirely by volunteers.

Join us at www.slowlysidewaysuk.com

We take control of every

aspect of your driving

experience so you can

focus on improving your

driving skills. Our

one2one instructors

will guide you in

learning new

techniques to

take your driving on

track to the next level.

Expert tuition Track days Car hire

EXPERT CIRCUIT DRIVER TUITION
It’s time you unlocked your hidden potential

• Car control at exclusive venue
• Full day track tuition at any
UK circuit

• Track day car hire
• Circuit data analysis
• Race weekend coaching

www.one2one.uk.net

Europe’s fastest-growing manufacturer of
thermoformedmotorsportpolycarbonate race/
rally carwindows for individualsor teams, using
the latest CAD equipment and technologies.

We are an innovative company whose staff
have over 20 years’ experience in motorsport.

Theia Transparency’s Ltd. can provide our
clients with individual ‘one offs’ or high
volume orders and also use our knowledge
and experience to advise on technical
advice or any particular query you may have.

01942 665 202
www.theiatransparency.com 5%

off
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New model‘a real eye opener’according to Callum Black,who plans to get one ahead of the 2020 rally season
Laffey was ful
praise for Fie

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, M-Sport
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Lift the lid on the race and rally scene every week; we profile the cars, interrogate the sport’s  
characters and bring you unrivalled coverage

RALLY NEWS

By Luke Barry

A number of leading British and Irish 
drivers who were invited to test the 
brand new M-Sport Ford Fiesta R5 
earlier this month are already plotting 
to purchase one of the new machines.

Irish Tarmac champions Josh and Sam 
Moffett, as well as Desi Henry, Meirion 
Evans, Callum Black, Garry Pearson 
and works M-Sport British Rally 
Championship drivers Matt Edwards 
and Alex Laffeywere just some of the 
competitors who tried the car.

BTRDA 1400 driver Black, who won 
the Welsh championship in a Fiesta R5, 
admitted he is looking to order one of  the 
new cars for the 2020 season.

“The new Fies i l ”
Black told MN.

“I didn’t expec
up it has been, b
strong and drive
no lag through t
keep chucking g

“The back of  t
geometry set-up
Fiesta, and the s

balance is phenomenal. I hope to put 
an order in around Christmas time to 
get one for the 2020 season.”

Laffey also believes the new model is a 
significant step forward and immediately 
spotted where the improvements have 
been made over the old R5 model he will 
use in Ypres this weekend. 

“The biggest take-away from it was the 
power, the driveability of  it, it seems to 
have a lot more torque than the old engine 
so it just pulls and pulls,” Laffey told MN.

“As soon as you put your foot down it just 
goes, it doesn’t really feel like it’s struggling 
at all, you can leave it in a lot higher gear even 
when you’re going round tighter corners.

“You won’t get a proper look at it until 
you get on a proper stage but from what we 

ld h l ces where you could 
the steering. The car 

ore precise, really 
be doing my best to 

nto one.”
will make its public 
he Ypres Rally this 
ent’s VIP car, with 
t the wheel. M-Sport 
Teemu Suninen will 
car its competition 
ut two weeks later 
Rally Estonia.

M-Sport’s new Ford Fiesta R5 put through its paces ahead of public debut this weekend at Ypres

LEADING BRC AND ITRC DRIVERS 
IMPRESSED WITH NEW FIESTA R5
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Puncture undid Pearson’s hard work but he still managed to finish second

SCOTTISH RALLY
18  JUNE 26 2019  motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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RESULTS
Argyll Rally, Argyll and Bute, Scottish Rally Championship, round 5/7,
June 22
POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Euan Thorburn/Paul Beaton Ford Focus WRC05 40m36s
2 Garry Pearson/Dale Bowen Ford Fiesta R5 +1m02s
3 Bruce McCombie/Michael Coutts Ford Focus WRC01 +1m44s
4 Michael Binnie/Claire Mole Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +2m46s
5 Thomas Gray/Harry Marchbank Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +3m18s
6 John Wink/Neil Shanks Hyundai i20 R5 +3m25s
7 Alan Dickson/Martin Forrest Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +4m43s
8 Iain Wilson/Chris Williams Ford Escort Mk2 +5m21s
9 Ian Baumgart/Sinclair Young Subaru Impreza +5m29s
10 Mark McCulloch/Michael Hendry Ford Escort Mk2 +5m41s

Class winners: Scott Peacock/Robin Neil (MG ZR); James Campbell/Ricky Finlayson (Talbot Sunbeam); Jude MacDonald/Michael
Cruickshank (Skoda Fabia R2); Paddy Munro/Keir Beaton (Escort Mk2); Tom Coughtrie/ Ian Fraser (Mitsubishi Galant VR4); Linzi
Henderson/Tom Hynd (Ford Fiesta R2T); McCulloch/Hendry; Wilson/Williams; Binnie/Mole; Dickson/Forrest; Thorburn/Beaton.

E
uan Thorburn
and Paul Beaton
were back to their
winning ways at the
weekend when they
won the Argyll Rally
in their Ford Focus

WRC05buttheyhadafrightas,
forfourof theeightstages,Garry
PearsonandDaleBowenledthe
wayintheirFordFiestaR5.

AstheCowalpeninsulabaskedin
sunshine,thetwo-wheel-drivemachines
ledthefieldawayaheadof thefour-
wheel-drivecontingentfromtherally
startatthepicturesquepierinDunoon.

TheGlenbrantertestopened
proceedings,windingitswayupone
sideof aglenandzigzaggingdown
theotherwithThorburnandPearson
inseparableattheendof it.JohnWink
andNeilShankswerethirdquickest
intheirHyundaii20R513seconds
behind,aheadof MichaelBinnieand
ClaireMoleintheirMitsubishiLancer
E9.Fifthquickestandnottoohappy
wereBruceMcCombieandMichael
CouttsintheirFocusWRC01.

“Itstalledonthestartline,again,”
saidMcCombie.“ItdiditonSpeyside
andtheScottishbutIpracticedthis
weekathomeanditwasfine,thenthis
morning.Stalled.Idon’tknowwhether
it’smeorit!”

Thingschangeddramaticallyonthe
nexttestatCoireEaltoverlookingLoch
Eck.Pearsonsuddenlyhada21slead
overThorburn,whichwasdownto
afront-wheelpuncturepickedupby
theFocusdriver.“Iblamemyself,”said
Thorburn,“Ithoughtitwassoftatthe
startof thefirststageandagainatthe
startof thesecond.WithhindsightI
shouldhavechangedthewheel.”

InthenexttestatGairletter,Thorburn
tookasecondbackfromaharddriving
Pearson,butonthefourthtestof the
dayatBishop’sGlenadetermined
Thorburntookflightandpulledback

14sinjustoversixmiles.
Atthehalf waypointof therally,

Pearsonwasstill leadingbutbyonlysix
secondsfromThorburn,withMcCombie
afullminutebehindtherallyleadernow
simplydrivingoff thestagestartsand
notusinghislaunchcontrol.Winkwas
infourthplaceandpuzzled.Thei20was
switchingitself between2WDand
4WDmodewiththeteameventually
concludingthattheelectronicswitch,
whichcontrolledthehandbrakeand
reardiff,wasfaulty.Thatledtosome
interestingmomentsmid-stage.

InfifthplacewereThomasGrayand
HarryMarchbank(LancerE9),with
Grayimpressingwithhisspeedand
commitmentanddemotingBinnie
tosixth.However,Binniewashaving
problemsof hisown.Hehadpunctured
afronttyreandbentthebottomarm,
spendingtherestof theday“welding
additionalbitsof metalontothearm
justtokeepitgoing”.

Theafternoonstagesfeaturedarepeat
of themorningrun,buttherewasno
letupfromtheleadpair.Thorburnwas
fastestoverGlenbranter2byjusttwo
secondsfromPearson,butattheend
of SS6Thorburn’sleadhadstretched
to54s.

ThistimeitwasPearsonwhohad
puncturedafronttyre.“Therewasno
pointinstoppingtochange,butitdid
givemeaseriousproblemgetting
roundrighthanders,”hesaid.

McCombiewasthirdquickestinboth
tests.“It’s justgettingitoff theline
that’stheproblembut,onceit’sgoing,
it’ssomethingelse,”hesaid.Binnie
wasnowbackuptofourthasitwas
Gray’sturntohaveapunctureinSS6,
butperhapsoneof themostimpressive
timeswassetbyIainWilsonandChris
Williams.TheirFordEscortMk2was
fourthquickestoverallsingingits
evocativesongdownthroughtheglens
andstirringmemoriesof RACMSA
ChampionshipBurmahRalliesof old.

Non-starter 
One of the top seeds failed to 
even make the start of the rally 
when a head gasket in title 
contender Jock Armstrong’s 
Subaru Impreza failed on the 
Wednesday prior to the event. 
TEG Sport confirmed the 
problem on Thursday, but  
was too busy to be able to get 
Armstrong back on the road  
for the weekend, although 
Armstrong did appear as a 
spectator to cheer on his rivals.

Excellent Escorts
The two-wheel drive classes 
were dominated by Ford  
Escort Mk2s, with Iain Wilson  
in fine form and scoring eighth 
overall and tophonours in the
over two-litreClass8.Mark
McCullochwonClass7 first
timeout in theex-MikeStuart
carasPaddyMunro took the
two-litreClass4.

Maidenwin
After twothirdsandtwo
secondsso far thisseason,
LinziHendersonscoredher
firsteverclasswin inClass6
aboardherFordFiestaR2T.
Itwasa taskmadeeasierby
CarlTuer’s retirementwhen
theSuzukiSwiftMaxibroke
adriveshaft, JohnnyMackay’s
FiestaSTbroke itsclutchand
BobbyMitchell’sFiestaST
tumbledoff the road.

Closebattle
Thebestscrapof thedaywas in
Class3whereJudeMacDonald
scoredhis firstclasswin inhis
SkodaFabiaR2by justeight
seconds fromthePeugeot206
CupcarofBarryLindsay,who
was fightingbackstronglyafter
apunctureon theopening
stage.CarolineCarslawwas
third inherFordFiestaR2with
new‘co-driver’MattEdwards.

Smokenofire
ScottPeacockwasaneasy
winnerof the1450ccclass
inhisMGZRwhilearch rival
NiallCowanJr retiredhisZR
after “itputacon-rod through
theblock”.Therewas lotsof
smokewhichcausedconcern
tootherdrivers forCowanJr
andThomasBruce’swelfare,
butno flames.

Lowentries
Only54crewsstarted the rally,
with the reputationof theevent
seeminglysuffering fromthe
useofonestage threeyears
agowhichwassorough that
it had tobecancelled for the
secondrun through.But, this
year,praisewasuniversal for
thequalityof theArgyll roads.
IainWilsonsaid: “Youdon’t
realisehowgoodthesestages
areuntil yougeton them.”

Winning margin 
was 1m02s

Argyll Rally win goes to Ford Focus WRC05 driver after tense battle. By John Fife

THORBURN MOVES 
CLOSER TO SRC TITLE

Meanwhile, the fight at the front  
was far from over as Pearson tied with 
Thorburn on the penultimate test before 
Thorburn put the issue beyond doubt 
with an eight-second faster time through 
the final test. McCombie was secure in 
third while Binnie hung on to fourth 
ahead of  Gray, as Wink slipped back to 
sixth with his disobedient Hyundai.

Alan Dickson finished seventh in his 

Lancer E9, despite a puncture on SS6, 
just ahead of  Wilson. Ninth-placed Ian 
Baumgart also punctured a tyre on his 
Subaru Impreza on SS6 while Mark 
McCulloch completed the top 10 first 
time out in his recently acquired Mk2.

“The puncture was a setback, so I had 
to put the pressure on Garry, then he got 
a puncture,” said Thorburn. “That was a 
shame, it would have been a good fight.”

MacDonald won Class 3

IN BRIEF



RACING REPORTS
KNOCKHILL: SMRC BY LUKE BARRY JUNE 23

OULTON PARK: BARC BY DOM D’ANGELILLO JUNE 22

Scottish Formula Ford 1600
Races 1 & 2: Neil Maclennan (Spectrum)

Scottish Citroen C1 Cup
Race 1: Kieren Preedy
Race 2: Lewis Grant

Scottish Mini Cooper Cup
Races 1 & 3: Robbie Dalgleish
Race 2: Michael Weddell

Scottish Legends
Heats 1, 2 & Final: John Paterson

Scottish Classic Sports & Saloons
Races 1 & 2: Alastair Baptie (MGB GT)

Scottish Sports & Saloons
Race 1: Ron Cumming (Nemesis Kitcar)
Race 2: Paul Brydon (Solution F BMW
M3)

Scottish Mini Cooper S & Fiestas
Races 1 & 2: Oly Mortimer (Mini)

The 2016 champion
edged Gronkowski

Jordan Gronkowski extended
his championship lead in
Scottish Formula Ford at
Knockhill, but was edged to
both race victories by guest
entrant Neil Maclennan.

Gronkowski qualified just 0.018
seconds behind Maclennan, but
was mugged by Maclennan’s Kevin
Mills Racing team-mate Michael
Macpherson off the line and was
then harried by Neil Broome
as 2016 champion Maclennan
stretched his legs.

After fending off Broome’s
challenge, Gronkowski began to
hunt down Macpherson and latched
himself onto his gearbox with just
a couple of laps remaining, nosing
his Van Diemen up the inside of
the hairpin.

But Macpherson used the cutback
and pulled alongside Gronkowski
down the main straight, only for
Gronkowski to copy the opening lap
move that Macpherson had pulled
on him around the outside of Duffus
Dip to seal second spot. Broome
profited too as Macpherson was
off line to take third.

The second encounter was more
straightforward as Maclennan gently
edged away from Gronkowski.

A bulging grid of 18 cars contested
the Scottish C1 Cup, as Kieren
Preedy and guest entrant Lewis
Grant scored a win apiece.

Paul Donkin made the trip up
north and dominated the opening
race from pole position, but was later
disqualified for using an incorrect
specification of tyre. Preedy inherited
the win after a strong defensive drive
kept him ahead of Finlay Brunton.

Brunton was second again in the
second race, despite a fantastic move
around the outside of Duffus Dip that
allowed him to lead early on. Grant
made a similarly good start from
fourth and began to hound Brunton
as the laps ticked by, eventually
making a move stick into Duffus

that paved his way to the race win.
Robbie Dalgleish and Michael

Weddell shared the victories in three
aggressive Scottish Mini Cooper
Cup races.

Dalgleish made a committed move
around the outside of Butcher’s to
overtake David Sleigh and win the
opener, but dropped back to third in
race two as Weddell took charge.

Contact with Craig Blake had
pushed Dalgleish down to fifth but,
after passing Mark Geraghty at the
hairpin, he closed up to the battling
Sleigh and Vic Covey Jr to steal third
from Sleigh on the race’s final turn.

The final race produced a breathless
showdown between Dalgleish, Weddell
and Sleigh that eventually swung in
Dalgleish’s favour when he muscled
his Cooper up the inside of the hairpin.
Weddell was forced wide into the
gravel and had to give best, but
managed to snatch second from
Sleigh at the hairpin on the next lap.

John Paterson was unstoppable
as he won all three Legends races.
Dominating the opening heat, he
sold David Hunter a dummy at the
hairpin in heat two before using the
supreme slipstream effect to blast
from last to first in the final.

Alastair Baptie qualified last in
the Classic Sports and Saloons as
his MGB’s bonnet pins “stopped
working”, but surged from 13th to
fourth off the line before reeling in
John Kinmond for the opening race
win. He bested Kinmond from pole
in the following encounter.

Ron Cumming returned to Scottish
Motor Racing Club action in his
Nemesis Kitcar and simply drove
away from Paul Brydon’s BMW M3
silhouette in the opening Sports
and Saloons race.

But Cumming wouldn’t start the
second race, leaving the path clear
for Brydon to win a race of attrition
as Scott Tollan, Andrew Paterson
and Damien McKay all retired with
mechanical failures.

MACLENNAN TAKES BRACE
ON SCOTTISH RETURN

Granttoppedthe18-carC1CupgridinthesecondraceaftertakingtheleadintoDuffus

“Whenthemoreexperienced
driversareoutinthefirst
stint,youopenyourself upif
there’sanearlysafetycar.”
Thosewerethemusingsof
BritcarEndurance race
onewinnersPaulBailey
andAndySchulzfollowing
their43-secondvictoryover
thePragaR1TdriversTim
GrayandGrantWilliams.

Theteam,asalways,opted
tosendthelessexperienced
BaileyoutintheFerrari488
Challengefirst.Despite
losingplacestothemore
experienceddriversearly
on,inhandingoverthe
reinstoSchulz, itwasorder
restoredastheFerrari
comfortablyearneditsfirst
winsinceBrandsHatch.

Thewordsspokenearlier
thatdaybetweentheFerrari
488driverswouldcomeinto
action,however,inracetwo
asanearlysafetycarandpit
strategyhandedvictoryto
lonedriverIanHumphries
(Porsche991GT3).

TheSakerof ChrisHartwas
theearlyleader,extending
hisadvantagetoover12
secondsafteronlyfivelaps,

butitwasneutralisedwhen
GuyColclough’sCupra
TCRstoppedontrack,
necessitatingasafetycar.

Whileteamswithtwo
drivershadtowaituntil
theallottedpitwindow,
individualdriverscouldpit
atanytimeandHumphries
didexactlythat,returning
tothetrackonly30seconds
behindHartwithallthe
carsaheadyettostop.

Oncetheydidso,itbecame
asprinttocutthedeficitto
Humphries.Hart’steam-
mateSteveHarriscouldn’t
maintainthepacefinishing
adistantfourth,leavingthe
experiencedSchulzandBen
Clucas(Porsche997GT3)to
beginclosingthe1m04sgap
totheleader.Despitea4sper
lapadvantage,itwasn’t
enoughtooverturn
Humphries’advantage,with
Clucasfinishing3.8sbehind.

“Myteamkepttellingme
P1,butIdidn’tknowif it
wasinclassoroverallasmy
radioisbloodyrubbish,”said
Humphriesfollowinghis
firstvictoryof theseason.

“I’mreallyhappy,butasa

singledriverwedohavethe
advantageof pitting
wheneverwecan.”

WhileClucascouldn’ttake
theracewin,hedidmanage
toholdoff Schulztonarrowly
earnsecondaheadof the
championship-leading
Ferrari.“IknowAndy
[Schulz]quitewellandwe’ve
donesomedrivertraining
together,buthaven’tdone
muchracingandthatwasa
greatscrap,”Clucassaid.

MGTrophyfrontrunner
AdamJacksonmadea
rareMGOwnersClub
Championshipappearance.
TheLeeds-baseddriver
stuckhisZRonpoleand
comfortablysealedtherace
onevictory.Second-placed
SimonKendrick’sFcouldn’t
keepupwithJacksonforthe
entirety,fallingoff thepace
lateon,butnarrowly
managedtoholdoff Steve
McDermidinthird.

It lookedlikeasimilarresult
inracetwountilJackson
retiredwithasuspected
frayedbatterycablemeaning
theraceonewinnerkept
losingpower.Thishanded

ADVANTAGEFERRARIASBAILEYANDSCHULZTAKEANOTHERWIN

Ferrari 488 duo won the opening race but safety car helped Humphries in race two

the victory to Kendrick who 
celebrated his first overall 
race win of  the season. A 7s 
advantage over McDermid 
had been quashed to just 0.5s 
by the final lap. “Another lap 
or two and he would have 
definitely had me,” panted  
an exhausted Kendrick.

In the only CNC Heads 
Sports/Saloon Car 
championship race of   
the day, two-time Caterham 
420R champion Danny 
Winstanley dominated 
proceedings in his Caterham 
Superlight despite a 10s  
jump start penalty and 
admitting he was ultimately 
using the one-off  race as a 
shakedown to test slick tyres.

Britcar Endurance Championship
Race 1: Paul Bailey/Andy Schulz  
(Ferrari 488 Challenge)
Race 2: Ian Humphries (Porsche 991 
GT3 Cup)

MG Owners Club Championship
Race 1: Adam Jackson (ZR)
Race 2: Simon Kendrick (F VVC)

CNC Heads Sports/Saloons
Danny Winstanley (Caterham Superlight)

WINNERS

WINNERS
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Davidson led away at
the start of the race
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BRITISH GT: DONINGTON PARK

AdamandDavidsonmakeup for lateSilverstonewoeby taking theDoningtonParkspoils ahead
FSportpairJonny
AdamandGraham
Davidsonbecame
the fifthdifferent
BritishGTwinners
this season in the
championship’s
s toDoningtonPark,

finally scoringamaidenserieswin
for thenewAstonMartinVantage
after theirnearmissatSilverstone.

Adam’s tanglewithaGT4car just three
minutes fromtheenda fortnightago–
whichresulted inaDNFand the lossof
at least 27points – stillweighedheavily
onbothScots, but theymanaged the
perfect response todouble their seasonal
points tally inonehit, underlining
their confidence in thenewcar.

Asecondpole inasmanyrounds,with
Davidson topping theAmsession,was
converted intoanearly lead thatnever

seriouslycameunder threat in therace,
despiteworseningbrakeproblems that
leftAdamclingingonat theend fromRob
Bell’sBalfeMotorsportMcLaren.

Given the latedramaof Silverstone,
theoverwhelmingemotion in the
TFcampat the finishwasrelief,
especially forDavidsonwhocame into
theweekendstaringdowna54-point
deficit to championship leadersPhil
KeenandAdamBalon.

“Everythingwent toplan,”Davidson
said. “I’mverydetermined, Iknow
whatweneed todo, the teamknowit,
it’s just going through themotionsnow
of delivering theresults. I dobelieve
thatwehave theability tokeep itup
the frontandget thepointsweneed,
hopefullyourbad luck isnowpast.”

ThatBellneverquitegot closeenough
tochallengeAdamispartly thanks to the
secondTFSportAstonMartinof Nicki

Thiim.Fightingbackafter twospins
byMarkFarmer left thecarwaydown
theorder,Thiimunlappedhimself from
Bell thendutifully satbehindAdam,
understrict instructionsnot topasshis
team-mateorcausehimto lose time.

“Assoonas [Thiim]passedme, I
thought ‘I’m in troubleherebecause
he’sa reargunner’,” saidBell. “And
hedidwhatheshouldhavedone,
whichmeant Iwasalways inhisdirty
air rather thanJonny’s. It justmade
itharder, but Idon’twant todwell on
that, theywon fairandsquare.That
wasn’twhywe lost therace.”

Adamhadbeenstruggling to slowthe
cardownparticularlyat theEssesand
almost threwit awaywithsixminutes
togowhenhewent in toohotandran
over thegrasson theexit, allowing
Thiimthrough.ThatputBell right
ontohisbumperbut,whileAdamwas

able tonippastMichaelBroadhurst’s
GT4Mercedes in theCranerCurves,
Bell got stuckbehinduntil theexit
of Coppicedue toyellow flagswhich
finallyallowedAdamtobreatheeasy.

“Itwas trickybecauseyou’re trying
topass trafficunderbrakingbut the
pedal is changingall the time,”Adam
said. “Rob lookedvery fast in sector
three, especiallyon thebrakingwhere
wewerestruggling,but I justmanaged
touse the traffic in therightplaces
whichgavemethegapat theend.”

Secondstillmarked thebest result
for thenewMcLaren720SGT3after
aproblemwith thedoor thwarted its
victoryhopes lateonatSilverstone.

Oncepast front-rowstarterMichael
Igoe’sWPIMotorsportLamborghini,
ShaunBalfe showedstrongpace to
whittleDavidson’sadvantagedown
fromninesecondsatonestage toa

littleover twoby thepitstops.Leading
SilverCupentrantOllieWilkinson
had followedBalfepast Igoewitha
boldoutbrakingmanoeuvre into the
MelbourneHairpin,buthadslipped
14sback fromtheMcLarenwhenhis
OptimumMotorsportAstonMartin
caught fireduring thehandover to
BradleyEllis andpromptlyretired.

A10s successpenalty for Igoe’s team-
mateDennisLindmeantBarwell’s
JonnyCocker– in forSamDeHaan–
thus took thirdafter thepitstops.Lind
steadilycaughthim,butagrassy
momentat theOldHairpin lateon
thwarted theDane’shopesof
snatchingasecondsuccessivepodium.

BarwellbossMarkLemmerreckoned
DavidsonandBalfe’spacewassuch
that thirdand fourthwas themaximum
possible result sowasnotdispleased
withKeen’s recovery to fifthafterBalon
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NEWASTONTAKESFIRSTBRITI

ROUND-UP
“Mainlygood”wasJohnathan
Hoggard’saptsummaryofhisBRDC
BritishF3DoningtonParkweekend
ashe tookassured lights-to-flag
wins in twoof the three races.Buthe
didn’t finish the reversed-gridaffair
afteraclashwithAyrtonSimmons.

Theupshot ishehas trimmedthe
gaptoClementNovalakat the table
top, from36points to28,whenhe
mighthave tornachunk from it.Still,
hewassatisfiedwithhismeeting’s
workwhereinheputhisSnetterton
clash-relatedslumpbehindhim.

“Therewasnothing Icould really
do [in theSimmonsclash]–scoring
nopointswasabithard,”said
Hoggard. “Wehad itall tomakeup in
race threewhichwemanagedtodo
andmainlydominate theweekend.”

Hoggardnowhas fourwins this
seasonwithonlyNovalakotherwise
havingasmanyas two,and insists

his formreflectsold-fashioned
desire. “Weall just reallywant it so
much,meandthe team,”Hoggard
added. “They’vebeendoinga really
good jobwithsetting thecarup the
past fewweekendsandrounds,
it’s justbeenacaseofgetting the
resultsandputting it all together.”

Simmonsgota five-placegrid
penalty for theHoggardclash,plus
wasdisqualified fromthesamerace
foraseparatecontretempswithKris
Wright.Hehadthegrace toadmithis
racewas“messy”.Andrace threewas
littlebetter forhimashedroppedout
earlyafter losingdrive.Heremains
third in the table,buthas lostground.

HedidhowevergiveHoggardby
farhisstrongest legitimatechallenge
of theweekend,chasinghimhard
in the first raceand finishingaclose
runner-up.Simmons therefore
lookedonthebrightside.

“Tobeundera tenthoffpole is really
good,and thenour racepace in race
onewasreallygood,”Simmonssaid;
“I thinkwehadthebest racecarout
there, justashamethatwecouldn’t
getpast Johnathan.

“It’sabit tricky ina reversegrid
[race]; yousometimesget tangledup.
There’ssomestuff I’ve learnt forsure…”

Points leaderNovalak,
quintessentialofhisconsistency this
year, took three fourthplacesat
Donington. Itdisguisedanevolution
ashisweekendwenton though,ashe
wasstrugglingwithoversteer initially.

“All inallwehadsomegoodpace,
wedevelopedthecar in the right
directionespecially forwhenwe
comeback [toDonington] in
September,”Novalakexplained.

“Thisweekendthemost important
[thing]wasbeingconsistent,
obviouslymyother titlecontenders

weren’t, so itdefinitelypaidoff.”
JoshMasonmeanwhilebagge

the reversed-gridwin,whichhes
“felt likeaproperwin”,after taking
ina truncatedracebehind thesa
car inSilverstone’s rain last year.

NathanHarrisonwonbothMin
ChallengeJCW races.Heheld
a latecharge fromhischampions
rival James“Jiggy”Gornall in race
one, thendidsimilarwithDanZel
inadrizzly race twoafter rising fro
sixthon the reversedgrid to lead
theendof lapone.

ScottMcKenna followeduphis
SilverstoneGinettaGT5double
breakthroughwithanotherat
Donington,prevailing ina frenzie
race-onescrapwithGeriNicosia
Nicosia thoughthe’dwonrace tw
wasdisqualified fora technicalb
withhisbonnetmeaningGordie
Mutch inheritedvictory. JoshMalHoggardtooktwowinsbutwasagaininvolvedinacollisionduringracetwo
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Davidson (l) andAdam(c) celebrateaftermissingout onvictory twoweeksago

Points leaderKeen foughtback to fifth afterBalonhada tanglewithaGT4Aston
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ofMcLaren. ByJamesNewbold
–whostarted fourth–got “beatenup”
n theearly stages.Hehaddropped
back toninthbeforebeing tangling
withAlexToth-Jones’GT4Aston
Martinat theMelbourneHairpin,
soKeenwasneeded todispatchBen
Green’sBMWandSebMorris’Bentley
to limit thedamage, although thesister
crewnowonly trail by8.5points.

After itsdreamcomebackat
Silverstone,RAMRacing landedback
toearthwithabumpandwasnevera
factorafterqualifying,whenCallum
Macleodspunoff at theEssesand
couldn’t set a time.Fromthebackof
thegrid, IanLoggiewashitwitha
stop/gopenalty for spinningJM
Littman’sBMWatGoddards,had to
makeanotherunscheduledstop for
apuncturebefore serving the20s
success timeduring thehandover to
Macleodand finisheda lowly10th.

KESFIRSTBRITISHVICTORY
SebPriaulxandScottMaxwell
reclaimedtheGT4championship
lead,becomingtheseason’sfirst
doublewinnersonadaywhentheir
MultimaticMotorsportFordMustang
wasseeminglyimpervioustothe
woeshappeningallaroundthem.

PolestarterMaxwelllostouton
thefirstlaptotheMcLarensof Josh
Smith(TolmanMotorsport)and
pre-eventpointsleaderCallum
Pointon(HHC),butsoonre-passed
Pointonandwasrightonthetailof
Smithwhencontactwith“ayellow
Lambo”attheEssesbrokethe
McLaren’sleft-frontsuspension.

WithSmithandJamesDorlin
retiringfromtheleadforthesecond
successiveraceafterengineissues
hitatSilverstone,Maxwellinherited
topspotfromJacobMathiassen’s
CenturyMotorsportBMW,which
thenemergedfromthepitsahead
inthehandsof MarkKimber.But,
despitehisbestefforts,karting
graduateKimberwasunabletohold
off Priaulx’scharge,theMustang
carryingmorespeedthroughthe

Essesandcompletingthemoveatthe
MelbourneHairpinwith15lapstogo.

“Werolledoff thetrailerwitha
strongcarandwewerecompetitive
fromtheget-go,sodefinitelywe
earnedit,”Maxwellsaid.“Wehad
thepaceandweexecutedwellwith
nomistakes,hopefullywecankeep
themomentumgoing.”

Kimberwaseasilymaintaining
secondfromPointon’steam-mate
DeanMacdonalduntilabrakedisc
failuresenthimstraightonatCoppice
inthedyingminutes,promoting
theHHCMcLarentoseconddespite
a20-secondpost-racepenaltyfor
takinganunfairadvantage.

Thatwouldhavedroppedthem
behindtheStellerPerformanceAudi
of SennanFieldingandRichard
Williams–whichhadbeenjust four
secondsbehindMaxwell inthird
beforelosing20s inthepitswhen
Fieldinghadtobemanoeuvred
intohisboxonthetrolley jacks–
butafuelproblemhalf a lapfrom
homeconsignedWilliamsto13th.

“Weprobablycouldhavewon

that,”ruedStellerteamboss
GaryBlackham.

Despite lackingthepaceof its
sistercar,JordanCollardandLewis
ProctortookthirdforTolmanahead
of Pro-AmwinnersBillyJohnson
andseriesreturneeSirChrisHoy,
whoreboundedfromgearbox
problemsonSaturdaytocapa
splendiddouble forMultimatic.

Vaultinguptheorderwitha26s
shortpitstoprelativetotheSilver
cars,Johnsonmadethecrucialpass
onMartinPlowman’sBeechdean
AstonMartinatRedgateonlap52
of the73.

TheBeechdeancarhadled
Pro-Amcomfortablyinthehands
of KelvinFletcherafterthedemise
of SilverstonewinnerNickJones’
Mercedeswithaholedradiator,
butadelaygettinginto itsbox
exacerbatedits15s-penalty
carriedoverfromSilverstone.

“I leftnothingoutthere, that
wasprobablyoneof thebeststints
I’vehadbut it’sa littlebittersweet,”
saidFletcher.

MUSTANG STRIDES BACK TO THE TOP

BRDC British Formula 3 Championship
(12 laps) 1 Johnathan Hoggard (Fortec);
2 Ayrton Simmons (Chris Dittmann Racing)
+0.618s; 3 Kiern Jewiss (Douglas
Motorsport); 4 Clement Novalak (Carlin);
5 Ulysse De Pauw (Douglas Motorsport);
6 Neil Verhagen (Double R). Fastest lap
Hoggard 1m25.379s (104.87mph). Pole
Hoggard. Starters 16. Race 2 (12 laps)
1 Josh Mason (Lanan); 2 Pavan Ravishankar
(Double R) +0.525s; 3 Manuel Maldonado
(Fortec); 4 Novalak; 5 Benjamin Pedersen

(Douglas Motorsport); 6 Hampus Ericsson
(Double R). FL Novalak 1m25.574s
(104.63mph). P Ravishankar. S 16.
Race 3 (12 laps) 1 Hoggard; 2 De Pauw
+4.004s; 3 Sasakorn Chaimongkol
(Hillspeed); 4 Novalak; 5 Nazim Azman
(Chris Dittmann Racing); 6 Jewiss.
FL Hoggard 1m25.454s (104.67mph).
P Hoggard. S 16. Points 1 Novalak 288;
2 Hoggard 260; 3 Simmons 210; 4 Verhagen
176; 5 Maldonado 172; 6 De Pauw 171.

Mini Challenge - JCW
Races 1 & 2: Nathan Harrison

Ginetta GT5 Challenge
Race 1: Scott McKenna
Race 2: Gordie Mutch
Race 3: Josh Malin

Ginetta Racing Drivers Club
Race 1 & 2: Michael Kidson

Volkswagen Racing Cup

Race 1: Mark Wakefield (Golf)
Race 2: Rob Allum (Golf)

OSS Championship
Races 1, 2 & 3: Patrick Sherrington
(MCR Sport)

TCR UK Championship/Touring Car
Trophy
Races 1 & 2: Max Coates
(Cupra TCR DSG)
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heldoffMutch towin race three,with
Nicosia rising fromthebacktoseventh.

MichaelKidsonwonbothGRDC
raceswhilehis title rivalMarkSansom
couldonly take twoeighthplaces.
Sansomhadtaken raceonepolebut
was“swamped” in theopening turns
thenspunatMcLeanson lap two.

MarkWakefieldwontheopening
VolkswagenRacingCup race,
taking the leadathalf-distancewhen
early leader JoshCoggan lostpace
withanengineproblem.RobAllum
wonthe reversed-grid race twoafter
a late fightwithMartinDepper.

PatrickSherringtonwonall three
OSSChampionship races inhis
MCRSport,making it sixwins ina
row.MikeJenvey lookedset towin
raceonebuthad to retire thensitout
theother tworacesashis Jenvey-
GunnTS6droppedavalve.

GrahamKeilloh

GT4

Kimber/Mathiassen were
on course for good result

GT3 (79 laps) 1 Jonny Adam/
Graham Davidson (TF Sport Aston
Martin Vantage); 2 Rob Bell/
Shaun Balfe (Balfe Motorsport
McLaren 720S) + 3.417s; 3
Jonny Cocker/Sam De Haan
(Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini
Huracan EVO); 4 Dennis Lind/
Michael Igoe (WPI Motorsport
Lamborghini); 5 Phil Keen/Adam
Balon (Barwell Motorsport
Lamborghini); 6 Ross Gunn/
Andrew Howard (Beechdean AMR
Aston Martin). Fastest lap Thiim
1m27.948s (101.81mph). Pole
Adam/Davidson. Starters 15.
Points 1 Keen/Balon 104; 2
Cocker/De Haan 95.5; 3 Adam/
Davidson 72.5; 4 Bradley Ellis/
Oliver Wilkinson (Optimum
Motorsport Aston Martin) 51;
5 Igoe 49.5; 6 Nicki Thiim/
Mark Farmer (TF Sport Aston
Martin) 47.

GT4 (73 laps) 1 Sebastian
Priaulx/Scott Maxwell
(Multimatic Motorsport Ford
Mustang); 2 Dean Macdonald/
Callum Pointon (HHC Motorsport
McLaren 570S) +28.853s; 3
Lewis Proctor/Jordan Collard
(Tolman Motorsport McLaren);
4 Billy Johnson/Chris Hoy
(Multimatic Mustang); 5 Tom
Canning/Ash Hand (TF Sport
Aston Martin Vantage); 6 Martin
Plowman/Kelvin Fletcher
(Beechdean AMR Aston Martin).
FL Johnson 1m36.181s.
(93.10mph). P Priaulx/Maxwell.
S 25.
Points 1 Priaulx/Maxwell 90.5;
2 Macdonald/Pointon 82; 3
Proctor/Collard 70.5; 4 Plowman/
Fletcher 64; 5 Canning/Hand
57.5; 6 Scott Malvern/Nick Jones
(Team Parker Racing Mercedes-
AMG GT4) 49.5.

Victory for Priaulx/Maxwell
gives them GT4 points lead

RESULTS

RESULTSBonnet irregularitydeniedNicosiawin

HarrisonheadstheMiniChallengehorde
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T
ragedystruck
onthefirstof
Sunday’ssix
stageswhen
three-time
DonegalRally
winnerManus

Kellysustainedfatalinjuriesin
anaccidentonFanadHead.

Theeventwasimmediatelycancelled
andaswordfiltereditswaybackto
servicethesenseof losswaspalpable.It
hadbeentheworstpossibleconclusion
towhathadbeenthebestDonegal
InternationalRallyinrecentmemory.

“Therelevantauthoritieshavebegun
afull investigationintotheincidentand
willbeassistedbyMotorsportIreland
andDonegalMotorClub,”reada
statementfromMotorsportIreland.

Ironically,muchof thepre-eventhype
hadsurroundedKelly,asthedefending
championchosetostickwithR5power
inabidtoretainhiscrownasothers
headeddowntheWorldRallyCarroute.

Themaineventwasfullof subplots,
withthefirstcomingenroutetostage
one.AsDonaghKellysetaboutwarming
upthetyresonhisFordFocusWRC08,
theforcesbrokeapropshaft.Game
overfortheDonegalbusinessman,
whosewaitforafirstvictoryon
homesoilcontinues.

Crowdsreminiscentof theDonegal
heydayslinedtheMouldyHilltestto
seeCallumDevine(FordFiestaR5)
gofastest.Thepictureremained
unchangedafterSS2,butCraigBreen
trimmedthedeficit inhalf despite
beinghamperedbyanimbalance
withthebrakesonhisMelvyn
EvansMotorsportFiestaRSWRC.

ThepoweradvantageWorldRally
CarsholdovertheirR5counterparts
cametopassonstagethreewhen,on
spenttyres,DeclanBoyle(FiestaRS
WRC)negotiatedhiswaybacktothe
topof theleaderboard.

Boyleheldstationonthesecond
blastoverMouldyHillbeforeBreen
momentarilydisplacedhimonSS5.But
the2014winnerreturnedserveonSS6
toleadovernightbylessthanasecond.

Areplacementcoilpackandnew
sparkplugscuredanearliermisfire
onSamMoffett’sFiestaRSWRCashe
leapfroggedDevinetomakeitaWorld

Sam Moffett took the win by 13.4 seconds aboard his Ford Fiesta RSWRC

BreencouldonlymanagesecondashetriedtoadapttohisFiestaRSWRC

DevineclaimedthefinalpodiumspotinhisFiestaR5after initiallyleading

Loughran/Doherty inherited the win after Barrett suffered a puncture

Tourish/McAlaney took second on what was a sombre day for rallying

DONEGAL RALLY

IRELAND’S BIGGEST RALLY MARRED
BY TRAGEDY AS MOFFETT WINS

BARRETT’S PROBLEMS GIFT LOUGHRAN
VICTORY AS EVENT CUT SHORT
Stopped after the tragedy that claimed 
the life of  Manus Kelly, the results of   
the National category of  the Donegal 
International Rally showed Ryan 
Loughran/Gareth Doherty (Ford  
Escort Mk2) finishing with an  
11.3-second advantage.

The similar car of  Damien Tourish/
Domhnall McAlaney was second with 
Declan Gallagher/Derek Heena (Toyota 
Starlet) a further 58.8 seconds adrift  
in third.

The opening three stages produced 
three different leaders in Gary 
McPhillips (Escort Mk2), Ian Barrett 
(Darrian T90) and Loughran, with the 
last of  the trio enjoying the strongest 
advantage – 5.3s up on McPhillips after 
the opening loop.

An untroubled Loughran led at  
the overnight halt as McPhillips  
crashed on the day’s final stage, with 
Barrett closing to within 1.2s of  the  
lead with a steady Tourish 5.7s  
further behind.

Jonathan Pringle, Kevin Eves and 
Kevin Gallagher followed with the 
strong prospects of  cutting the deficit  
on day two.

Barrett edged ahead on the run  
over Glin to lead Loughran by a single 
second with Tourish six seconds back.  
A repeat of  both stages retained the 
same order but the margins were 12.2s 
and 11.6s respectively. 

Barrett admitted it was tough and  
the margins were small, Loughran 
reckoned his tyres were on the canvas  
at the end of  Glin while Tourish also 
admitted some tyre woes. Kevin 
Gallagher moved up two places to  
fourth with what he described as a  
good set-up on the Darrian T90. 

Over Knockalla and Cairnhill,  
Barrett went 19.9s clear, Loughran 
damaged the front left wing that  
brought associated steering troubles 
and led to him sailing perilously close  
to a wall after the jump near the end  
of  Knockalla.  

Having sorted his problems, he was in 
the lead after SS13 where Barrett lost 
time with a puncture, dropped to fifth 
and retired. Overnight, Loughran led 
Tourish by seven seconds as Declan 
Gallagher, who began the day in 11th, 
made rapid progress to hold third. 

Sadly, proceedings ground to a halt  
the next day after the Kelly tragedy and 
nothing else mattered.

Martin Walsh
Results
1 Ryan Loughran/Gareth Doherty (Ford Escort Mk2) 1h54m05s; 2 
Damien Tourish/Domhnall McAlaney (Escort Mk2) +11.3s; 3 Declan 
Gallagher/Derek Heena (Toyota Starlet); 4 Damien Gallagher/Mac 
Walsh (Escort Mk2); 5 Mark Alcorn/John O’Donnell (Escort Mk2);  
6 Damien Toner/Michael Coady (Escort Mk2); 7 Kevin Eves/Chris 
Melly (Toyota Corolla); 8 Paul/Karl Reid (Escort Mk2); 9 David 
Condell/Paul Kelly (Escort Mk2); 10 Kyle/Dale McGettigan  
(Escort Mk2).
Class winners: Damian O’Reilly/Seamus McTigue (Escort Mk2); 
Eamon McLaughlin/Steven Boyle (Escort Mk2); Brian Lavelle/ 
Sean Brunton (Honda Civic); Shaun Doherty/Chris Harley (Escort 
Mk2); Vincent/Jane Collins (Escort Mk2); Johnny Jordan/Paddy 
McCrudden (Starlet); Damien Gallagher/Mac Walsh (Escort Mk2); 
Jim/Charlotte McDowall (Subaru Impreza); Michael Carbin/Darragh 
Kelly (Mitsubishi Lancer E8); Paddy Walker/Oliver Doherty (Civic).

INTERNATIONAL

NATIONAL

RallyCartopthree.GarryJenningswas
still in the hunt in fifth despite picking up 
a rear puncture over the day’s closing 
miles on his Subaru Impreza S12B WRC. 
Switching to a Hyundai i20 R5, Josh 
Moffett was adapting well to the new 
machine and, but for fuel pressure 
problems, would have been higher  
than sixth. Reigning champion Kelly 
was seventh overall and third in the R5 
race. Desi Henry would take no further 
part, however, after he damaged his 
Fiesta RS WRC’s steering on SS3.

Saturday should have begun with 
Gartan but it had to be shelved for  
safety reasons. When the action 
resumed proper on Glen, Sam Moffett 
emerged as the leader. His cause was 
advanced by Boyle puncturing and  
a frustrated Breen was still unable to 
find the sweet spot with his Fiesta.

It went from bad to worse on SS9  
for Boyle as he crashed heavily as he 
slowed for a tricky kink meaning 
notional times were awarded to all of   
the leading crews. There were no such 
problems for Sam Moffett as he went 
fastest on the second pass over Glen to 
extend his lead to 2.8 seconds over Breen.

His purple patch continued into 
Knockalla, even though he had a “big 
moment” on cold tyres, and was second 
best to Breen on Gartan which meant 
just 6.3 seconds separated the pair. 

Behind them, Donegal debutant 

MeirionEvanslimpedthroughSS12,
the result of  cutting the front tyre on his 
i20, while Josh Moffett’s car escaped 
damage when it bulldozed a chicane.

The pace of  seventh-placed Alastair 
Fisher was thwarted by brake and 
transmission gremlins and effectively 
dashed any chance he had of  scoring a 
maiden R5 victory of  the 2019 campaign.

Back at the front and the main men had 
different fortunes over the last loop: Sam 
Moffett was quickest on both as Breen 
surrendered ground to an overshoot and 
a spin on Knockalla 2. Also spinning on 
the stage was Devine. That, coupled to a 
resurgent Jennings, meant the race for 
the final podium spot was back on. 

In the Showroom Class, Aidan Wray 
comfortably led the way.

Rested and replenished, crews and 
fans prepared for what was being billed 
as ‘Super Sunday’ as three true classics – 
Fanad Head, Atlantic Drive and Port 
Lake – all had to be negotiated. However, 
only the first five crews completed Fanad 
Head before proceedings were brought 
to a premature halt as news of  a serious 
incident involving Kelly and co-driver 
Donall Barrett quickly surfaced.

For the record, Moffett etched his 
name on the Jim Kennedy Memorial 
Trophy for a second time but, given the 
circumstances, and the sense of  loss felt 
in the sport, it pales into insignificance.

Jason Craig

RESULTS
DonegalInternationalRally,CoDonegal,IrishTarmacRallyChampionship, 
round5/7,June21-23
POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 SamMoffett/JamesFulton FordFiestaRSWRC 1h49m44.9s
2 CraigBreen/PaulNagle FordFiestaRSWRC +13.4s
3 CallumDevine/BrianHoy FordFiestaR5 +40.9s
4 Garry Jennings/RoryKennedy Subaru ImprezaS12bWRC +48.1s
5 JoshMoffett/KeithMoriarty Hyundai i20R5 +1m39.5s
6 AlastairFisher/GordonNoble FordFiestaR5 +3m15.7s
7 JosephMcGonigle/CiaranGeaney FordFiestaRSWRC +4m24.5s
8 MeirionEvans/JonathanJackson Hyundai i20R5 +4m54.6s
9 NiallMaguire/JamesO’Reilly Subaru ImprezaSb12WRC +6m20.9s
10 EugeneDonnelly/JohnMcElhinney Proton IrizR5 +8m15.4s

11 Declan McCroary/Stephen O’Hanlon (Impreza S12B WRC); 12 Aidan Wray/Kieran McGrath (Mitsubishi Lancer E10); 13 Paul Barrett/Dai 
Roberts (Fiesta R5); 14 Brendan Cumiskey/Gerry McVeigh (Fiesta R5); 15 Gary Cooney/Elaine Ni-She (Impreza Sb12 WRC); 16 William 
Mavitty/Marton Connelly (Lancer E9); 17 John Coyne/Stephen Joyce (Fiesta R5); 18 Eamonn Kelly/Conor Mahon (Fiesta R2); 19 Johnnie 
Mulholland/Charles Gallagher (Fiesta R2T); 20 Niall Devine/Liam McIntyre (Lancer E9).
Class winners: Jennings/Kennedy; Moffett/Moriarty; Wray/McGrath; Kelly/Mohan; Darragh Kenny/Niall Healy (Honda Civic); Mark Ewing/
Francie Devine (Civic).  
Points: 1 Craig Breen 68; 2 Alastair Fisher 62; 3 Callum Devine 47; 4 Josh Moffett 38; 5 Desi Henry 32; 6 Jonny Greer 24.

Photos: Roy Dempster
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RESULTS
Red Kite Stages, NeathValley, British Historic Rally Championship, round
4/7, June 23
POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Simon Webster/Jez Rogers Ford Escort Mk2 37m45s
2 Steve Bennett/Osian Owen Ford Escort Mk2 +2s
3 Rudi Lancaster/Guy Weaver Ford Escort Mk2 +21s
4 Adrian Hetherington/Ronan O’Neill Ford Escort Mk2 +30s
5 Stanley Orr/Graham Henderson Ford Escort Mk1 +1m17s
6 Josh Browne/Jane Edgington Ford Escort Mk2 +1m21s
7 John Perrott/Andrew Sankey Ford Escort Mk1 +1m46s
8 Tim Freeman/Paul Williams Ford Escort Mk2 +2m16s
9 Jonathan Brace/Paul Spooner Ford Escort Mk2 +2m40s
10 Tony Gosling/Read Blair Ford Escort Mk2 +2m50s

Class winners: Ken Davies/Alan Jones (Volvo Amazon); Stuart/Linda Cariss (Ford Escort Mk1); Orr/Henderson; Malcolm/Ronald
Mounsey (Talbot Sunbeam); Browne/Edgington; David Kynaston/Val Thompson (Triumph TR7 V8); Lancaster/Weaver.

S
imon Webster and
Jez Rogers took an
overdue debut win in
the British Historic
Rally Championship
after a sensational
contest with Steve

Bennett and Osian Owen in the
forests of South Wales.

Onadaythatwentfromthickdust
toheavyrain,theRedKiteStagesdrew
widespreadacclaimassomeof thebest
gravelstagesintheUKformedthe
backdropforaleadcontestthatwas
asfriendlyandsportingasitwas
fiercelycompetitive.

“Itfeelsreally,reallygood,”said
Websterafterabreakthroughvictory
thathasbeenonthecardsforsometime.
“Idon’tmindlosingtoSimon,”said
Bennett,ashecongratulatedhisrival
attheendof abattlethatwasdecided
byjusttwosecondsonthefinalstage.

Sixfast, flowingandbeautifully
presentedstagesofferedhighspeed
andhighstakes.Havingcomesoclose
towinninginCarlisletwoweeksearlier,
Websterwasonitfromthestartin
hisFordEscortMk2andgrabbeda
whoppingeight-secondleadinMargam.
Bennetthadtorespondquicklyanddid
soafewminuteslaterinBryntoclawthe
gapbacktofiveseconds.

AfterservicecamethefirstRheola
stageandthetimesweretied.However,
withamodernFordFiestaoff,stagefour
inGlyncastlewascancelled.Bennettlost
sixmilesof opportunityandWebsterhad
averyluckyescape;drivingthroughthe
stagenon-competitivelytheypickedupa
puncture,butitcostthemnothing.Now,
withrainstartingtofall, itwasbackto
Margamforalongerstageandthena
re-runof Rheola.

BennettrippedthroughMargamand
turnedafive-seconddeficit intoaone-
secondlead.Withtwolongstagesinthe
loop,Webstertooktworearsparesinthe
bootof hisEscortMk2andchangedthem
beforeRheola.Bennett,however,went
inonusedrubber.Perhapsthatwasthe
criticalmomentinthisnip-and-tuck

battleasWebstertookathree-second
marginonthefinalstagetowintherally.

Itwasanincrediblypopularresultfor
WebsterandRogerswhoweremobbed
whentheygotbacktoservice.However,
Bennetthaddrivenjustaswell.“That’s
justanamazingresult,”saidWebster.
“Theyweregoinglikehellandso
werewe.Itwasunbelievablyfast;
welloutsidemycomfortzone!”

Neverfaradriftof theleadcontest,
RudiLancasterandGuyWeaverwere
afinethirdanddroppedbarelyhalf
asecondamile.“Fantastic,”said
Lancaster.“Lovelystagesandno
punctures,Ireallyenjoyedthat.”

Ninesecondswasallthatsplit
LancasterfromfourthplacedAdrian
Hetherington/RonanO’Neill,butthey
werelefttorueaspinneartheendof
stagetwo,onwellwornrubber,that
probablycostthem10seconds.

Theafternoonraindidn’thelpStanley
Orr/GrahamHendersonintermsof tyre
choiceastheycontinuetolearnabout
Hoosiersbuttheystillmovedtothehead
of theBHRCstandingsafterfinishing
fifth.Thiswasdespiteasternlate
challengefromJoshBrowne/Jane
Edgington,whopulledbackeight
secondsinthelasttwostagestobring
themargindowntofourseconds.
BrowneblitzedClassD3andhis
speedinthePinto-poweredEscort
Mk2wasoutstanding.

WithanEscortMk1quicklyrebuilt
afteritsCarlisleroll,JohnPerrottand
AndrewSankeytookseventhoverall
andsecondinCategory2,whilethe
NationalAtop10wasroundedoutby
TimFreeman/PaulWilliams,Jonathan
Brace/PaulSpoonerandNewZealand
visitorsTonyGosling/BlairReadwho
hadaholidayball inoneof theMeirion
Evans’EscortMk2s.

Amongtheclasses,thebigstorywas
inC2asStuartandLindaCarisstook
anunexpectedvictory.Losingseven
minuteswithafirststagerollputthem
welloutof contentionbuttheirtwo
majorrivalswereoutbytheendof SS2
andsotheYorkpensionerscame

For the third year running
victory on the National B
section honours went to
Dylan Davies who, on
this occasion, was driving
a hired Ford Fiesta R5
rather than his usual
Subaru Impreza.

With Mark Glennerster
alongside, Davies, who
was competing for the first
time since last September,
admitted to feeling rusty
early on and not making
the most of the Fiesta’s
braking capabilities as
he got used to the new car.

Nonetheless, the pair
set fastest time on four
of the five stages
completed to take a
comfortable win.

Another crew having
a good day were Russ
Thompson/Andy
Murphy, who were having
a problem-free run for
once after a mixed start
to the year. The pair set
fastest time on the final
stage to secure second
place in their Mitsubishi
Lancer E9.

Tom Llewellin was
enjoying the stages as
he and Patrick Walsh
were leading Welsh
Historic contenders. They
finished in third place
in their Ford Escort RS
1800, with fourth going
to Martyn Andrews/
Steve Greenhill in their
Subaru Impreza.

Chris Powell/Jim Lewis
finished fifth in a hired
Ford Escort Mk2, finding
that things happened a lot
quicker than their usual
Talbot Sunbeam.

Final stage punctures
resulted in Mathew Hirst/
Declan Dear (Lancer
E9) and Wug Utting/
Bob Stokoe (Impreza)
dropping out of the top 10.
Josh Taylor/Heather
Merrison had a good run
to finish sixth in their
Impreza, just keeping
ahead of Jim Munden/
John Leigh’s similar car.

Simon Gronow
Results
1 Dylan Davies/Mark Glennerster (Ford
Fiesta R5) 36m01s; 2 Russ Thompson/Andy
Murphy (Mitsubishi Lancer E9) +53s; 3
Tom Llewellin/Patrick Walsh (Ford Escort
RS 1800 Mk2); 4 Martyn Andrews/Steve
Greenhill (Subaru Impreza); 5 Chris Powell/
Jim Lewis (Escort Mk2); 6 Josh Taylor/
Heather Merrison (Impreza); 7 Jim
Munden/John Leigh (Impreza); 8 Colin
Griffiths/Tom Bishop (BMW E36 Compact);
9 Andy Williams/Andy Darlington (Impreza);
10 Andrew Fox/Den Golding (BMW E30).
Class winners: Dan Evans/Jessica
Hockley (Suzuki Swift); Andy Gary/Howard
Pridmore (Peugeot 205 Gti); Powell/Lewis;
Griffiths/Bishop; Philip/Clive Jones (Escort
Mk2); Thompson/Murphy; Williams/
Darlington; Bob Gibbons/John Harris (Ford
Cortina GT); Lee Sellars/Michelle O’Connor
(Triumph 2.5 Pi); Llewellin/Walsh.

Webster/Rogers 
took the spoils

Webster seals the win by just two seconds on final stage. By Paul Lawrence

BATTLE ON RED KITE 
STAGES GOES TO WIRE National B hat-

trick for Davies

throughtowinintheirEscortMk1.
YoungManxmanRoryMcCannsetan

incrediblepaceintheopeningstagetogo
sixthfastestinTimTugwell’sHillman
Avengerbutwassoonsidelinedby
distributorproblems.However,McCann
hadonceagainshownhisprodigious
naturaltalent.Meanwhile,Philip
AtkinsonandLouiseGilksshouldhave
takentheclassbutweresoonoutwitha
failedheadgasketontheirEscort.

KenDaviesandAlanJoneshad
Category1tothemselvesbutthrewthe
VolvoAmazonaroundinstylewhile
brothersMalcolmandRonaldMounsey
tookClassD2intheirTalbotSunbeam.
InD3,DavidLloyd-RobertsandDei
Jones(EscortMk2)ledthechaseof
JoshBrowne(EscortMk2)andDavid
Kynaston/ValThompsonkeptthe
TruimphTR7V8ontheroadtotakeD4.

Winning Ford Fiesta R5

NATIONAL B CLASS ROUND-UP
Dan Evans/Jessica Hockley had a 
dominant run to take the Class 1 win 
in their Suzuki Swift, finishing over 
two minutes ahead of their nearest 
class rivals. Andy Gary/Howard 
Pridmore inherited the Class 2  
lead in their Peugeot 205 GTi  
when Ed Fossey/Tom Wood retired 
their Peugeot 208 with throttle  
response problems.

BMW’s ruled the roost in Class 4, 
with eighth placed Colin Griffiths/
Tom Bishop just having the edge  
in their E36 Compact.

In the road rally category, Phillip and 
Clive Jones were in a class of their 
own, finishing five minutes ahead of 
their nearest rival in their Escort Mk2.

Close but not close enough for Bennett/Owen who had to settle for second
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Liverpool is better known for
The Beatles than motorsport

Palmer is delighted to have
Rally GB at Oulton Park

Chambers:Oultongoodforhospitality

Oulton Park’s 2.5-mile stage will run as SS1 
on Thursday October 3 and will include a  
mix of on and off-track action.

Outlining how the stage will work, Palmer 
said: “We’ve worked with Motorsport UK  
and Rally GB experts to come up with 
something truly unique, encompassing the 
best of both worlds. We’ll use Lodge corner, 
through Old Hall and down to Cascades. 

From there we’re onto a bit of gravel – not  
as much as Wales, but a bit – then we come 
back onto Oulton Park’s own rally stage.

“The good thing for us is that we’re  
used to running motorsport events, we’re 
capable of dealing with tens of thousands  
of people, parking’s no problem, we’ve  
got plenty of disabled viewing points,  
there’s big screens, live music – it’s going  

to be one hell of an evening.”
Oulton Park was last used on the RAC Rally 

schedule in 1993, when Juha Kankkunen, 
Armin Schwarz and Francois Delecour 
shared fastest time around a 2.73-mile stage.

Further detail of how Liverpool will work  
as a ceremonial start came from last week’s 
launch, with the cars departing Llandudno  
at 1300hrs on Thursday October 3. They 

have to be in the centre of Liverpool for an 
autograph session outside the Cunard 
Building at 1500hrs. The cars go over the 
ramp at 1600hrs and head down to Oulton  
for the opening test.

While the stage runs competitively once, 
fans will see the rally cars three times as the 
crews complete their two-run recce before 
starting SS1.

How Rally GB is returning to the racetrack with Oulton Park stage

Silverstone was last circuit to feature
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ANALYSIS

This year’s event was launched in Liverpool, but David Evans feels it needs help

T
he French teacher 
was not amused.  
The whole point  
of  venturing the 
northern side of  the 
English Channel was 
to see the UNESCO-

designated World Heritage site and 
the largest collection of  Grade 1 
listed buildings anywhere in Britain.

Forget that.
A whole class-worth of  French 

schoolchildren were interested in one 
thing and one thing only: the Toyota  
Yaris WRC parked neatly outside the 
Royal Liver Building at Liverpool’s Pier 
Head. In the end, Mademoiselle gave up 
and got her camera phone out as well.

This year’s Wales Rally GB was 
launched in one of  Britain’s most famous 
sporting cities last week. Come October 
and the penultimate European round of  
the World Rally Championship and every 
car and every crew will gather on the 
banks of  the River Mersey. For the first 
time since Cheltenham, 1999, Britain’s 
WRC round starts outside of  Wales.

But why Liverpool? The event’s  
started up the road at Blackpool three 
times before, but never Liverpool. 
Liverpool, in fact, has little relevance  
or reference in our sport. But that will  
all change this autumn.

Talking to Liverpool’s Lord Mayor, 
Councillor Peter Brennan, there’s 
genuine warmth in the welcome  
extended to the WRC. And getting out  
and talking to some of the locals in and 
around the Albert Dock and Pier Head, 
there’s intrigue and interest to match.

“Is this one gonna race?” asked a man  
on a bike, busily snapping pictures of   
the Yaris and adding without looking  
up from his phone: “Is the track here?”

Clearly, there’s the need for some  
degree of  education. And there’s a 
desperate need for action rather than  
just ceremony on Thursday October 3.  
It’s all very well for Motorsport UK CEO 
Hugh Chambers to talk about Oulton 
Park and the splendid commercial 
opportunity the Cheshire circuit offers  
in terms of corporate hospitality… but 
the trick has been missed.

Brennan talked about the  
excitement about the city when the  
Red Bull Drift Shifters spent much  
of  a summer Saturday sideways up  
and down The Strand.

“It was amazing,” said Brennan.  
“The rubber marks were on the road to 
remind us for months afterwards.”

That event went down a storm in 
Liverpool and the potential for doing  
the same thing with the world’s finest 
rally drivers is clearly of  interest to the 
city council.

And MUK would love to do it too. If   
only it could afford to do so.

The bigger question is what’s the cost  
of  not doing it?

Britain’s round of the WRC stands  
at a crossroads. There remains a very 
strong chance of  going to Belfast for  
2020, but Stormont needs to find a way  
of  getting the budget sorted without a 
sitting parliament. Do that and we’re  
in and, make no mistake, Bobby Willis 
and his team in Northern Ireland will  
put on a superb show.

But then what?
As has been discussed previously on 

these pages, Belfast’s likely to be a single-

HAS RALLY GB GOT A 
FAB FUTURE? year deal, so then we come back to Wales 

where funding from the government  
will be lower than ever (likely less than 
£1m for an event Chambers says could 
cost up to £3.5m to put on), forcing MUK  
to deliver million-pound-plus partners  
or dip a hand into its own pocket to 
support the event.

Then there’s the WRC Promoter’s  
point about the only way forward for  
Rally GB is for the event to move out of  
Wales. For clarity – and for the avoidance 
of  confusion for the folk in Colnbrook – 
WRC Promoter managing director  
Oliver Ciesla said: “I do not see a long-
term calendar where we continue to  
go to Wales again and again.”

That said, while I was in Italy last week,  
I detected a certain softening towards a 
future in Wales, providing there’s a much 
bigger effort to take the rally to the people.

Liverpool this year is a half-measure. 
Investing in a street stage in October –  
for what, ironically, would have been  
a similar amount to the Dayinsure 
sponsorship the event lost last year –  
was the right thing to do.

For me, it’s economic folly to save 
money this year at what could be the 
expense of  the event in years to come. 
And, let’s not forget, Liverpool, 
Manchester and Birmingham are all 
cities within reach of  the rally and all 
have multi-million-pound budgets to 
spend on the right major event.

October was our opportunity to 
showcase the spectacle of  a sideways 
World Rally Car on our city streets. 
Instead, the cars will go over the ramp  
at four in the afternoon and be out and 
through the tunnel and off  to Oulton  
with the locals barely having noticed  
they were even there.

It’s worth pointing out here that I’m 
hugely in favour of  Oulton Park. As 
Jonathan Palmer rightly says, World 
Rally Cars on gravel-specification 
suspension have always been an 
entertaining handful on circuits –  
and that will certainly be the case at  
his place in October.

Palmer’s enthusiasm for bringing  
the WRC back to Oulton for the first  
time since 1993 was the highlight of   
an otherwise fairly flat launch which 
included one out-of-date film and another 
film which was supposed to explain the 
event’s tag line: “A World Apart.”

Relying far too heavily on crash  
footage (including pictures from just 
about every shunt Kris Meeke’s had in 
recent years) it failed. Miserably.

Liverpool opened a window of  
opportunity last week, let’s just hope  
it doesn’t get closed before the good folk  
of  England’s north-west get a glimpse  
of  just how good this show can be. n
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Shedden has raced
at the Nordschleife

The three-time BTCC title winner has been on a voyage of discoveryStreet tracks provided some varietyShedden has struggled with unlocking the ultimate performance in 2019

Chinain2018wasaWTCRhighlight
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INTERVIEW

I
n Gordon Shedden’s
last 18 months in the
British Touring Car
Championship before
he jumped ship to the
World Touring Car Cup
contest, the Scotsman won

six races andliftedhisthirdBTCC
crown.Inthenext18months,his
careerhastakenahugeleap–even
if theresultshaveyettoshowit.

The40-year-oldjoinedtheAudiSport
LeopardTeamontheglobalstage
afterstunningonhisdebutintheTCR
InternationalSeriesattheendof 2017.
Apodiumonhismaidenoutingturned
heads,anditwasnosurprisetothose
whohadtrackedtheFifeman’scareer.
Amainstayof theBTCCsince2006,he
hadrapidlybecomethebenchmarkfor
paceintheUKandhasrocketedtojoint
fourthplaceintheall-timerace
winnerslistwith48triumphs.

TheswitchtotheAudiSport-supported
teamforwhatwaseffectivelyatwo-year
worksdealshowedthatsomepeoplehad
beenwatching.Thepickingsmighthave
beenslimsincejoiningtheBelgiansquad,
butSheddenhimself knowsthatheisnow
amuchbetterdriverthantheonewho
steppedoutof theTeamDynamicsHonda
forthelasttimeattheendof 2017.

Hetookhisfirst(andonly,todate)
WTCRwininChinaattheendof lastyear
onhiswayto13thinthestandingsinthe
RS3,andhasfacedanotheruphilltask
thisyearwithonlytwotop10finishes
atthehalfwaypointof thecampaign.

Itwasadecision,though,thatthe
driverknewwasonetopushhisown

personallimits.TheBTCCwasa
comfortzone,whereasthenextstep
wasintotheunknown.

“Thisdeal[tojointheWTCR]
snowballedreallyquickly,”explains
Shedden.“Itwasanopportunitytogo
anddosomethingthatImightnever
havehadtheopportunitytodoagain.
Ihaddone11yearsof theBTCCandit
wasgreat–andIwasreallyhappyand
everythingwasperfect.Butwherever
youareinlife,sometimesitisnicejust
togoandexperienceabitmoreandtry
andimproveandtotrytogettogrips
withotherthings.

“Itwasachallengetomyself because
weareracingonsomeamazingcircuits–
andthereisahugevariety,fromthe
Nordschleifetostreettrackslike
Marrakesh.Thentherearethegrand
prixcircuitslikeSuzukaandthe
Hungaroring.Ihavebeenthroughthis
massivechangeof circuits.It isalsonice
toexperiencehowanotherteamworks
andtotryandmakemyself betterasan
all-roundpackageasadriverbecause
IknowthatwhateverIdointhefuture,
IwillbestrongerthanIwasatthestart
of thisbackin2018becauseof the
experiencesIhavehad.”

Butforadriversousedtosuccessit
mustbeahardpilltoswallow.Thereare
30roundsintheglobalcontestmuchlike
thedomesticone,buttheebbandflowin
theBalanceof Performancecalculations,
whicharedesignedtokeepthefieldclose
andthecarsevenhanded,canbeareal
millstonearoundthenextof all inthe
paddock.Therearealsootherthings
thathavemeantSheddenhashadto

TCR, so fundamentally they are  
different. The organisers have to find  
a way of balancing that performance 
because a race-bred car will inherently  
do things better than a car that wasn’t 
built that way. It is a very hard job.”

As well as the regulations to try and 
navigate a way through, there are other 
learning steps that Shedden is getting  
on top of  now. One of  them has been  
the switch of  rubber, and one of  the  
others is the inevitable byproduct of   
the fact he is up against the best tin-top 
talent on the planet.

“One of  the other biggest differences  
for me personally has been the tyres,”  
he admits frankly. “The Yokohama tyre  
is like black magic compared to the 
Dunlops we ran in the UK. In terms of  
switching it on, durability, everything.  
I would never have possibly thought that 
it could be so different especially when I 
drove the TCR Golf  on the Michelins [at 
Dubai at the end of  2017]. That was OK, 
and it made sense compared to the BTCC 
Dunlops. The Yokohama is night and day 
different. In some circumstances it can 
produce a huge amount of  grip. It affects 
the car a great deal, and that is 100% the 
key to unlocking pace from the cars.

“In the WTCR too, the weight makes a 
massive difference. Remember in the 
BTCC, there used to be guys running 
around with 75kg of  success ballast  
and still winning races. In this, 10kg 
transforms the car. The TCR car has 
slightly less horsepower and it is a 
standard turbo and standard engine,  
so it hurts. If  you took 50kg out of  the 
WTCR car, it would be transformed.”

Those are the obstacles in the way, but 
there are 25 other drivers on the grid  
who are mapping out the same path as 
Shedden, who works as the commercial 
director at Knockhill racetrack in 
Scotland. He is fully aware of  the ramped 
up competition on the international stage.

“What you have got [in the WTCR]  
is a grid of  26 drivers, and every one of  
them is professional,” says Shedden. 
“Depending on how the Balance of  
Performance is, what I find is that where 
you qualify is generally where you are 
going to finish. So it is all about unlocking 
the performance in qualifying. In the 
BTCC, there are weights, soft tyres, hard 
tyres, a huge amount of  variety. In the 
WTCR, you have to take what you have  
got and, because everyone is on the limit 
and no one is making mistakes, you have 
all got the same compound of tyre and 
overtaking is much much harder.”

The future of  the WTCR has only  
been set in stone in the last 10 days with 
promotor Eurosport confirming that  
it will continue and grow the category  
in 2020. Now the talks can start about  
the team’s and Shedden’s plans going 
forward. He says, at the moment, that  
he is “looking at all options” but the 
WTCR is likely to be front and centre  
on his radar. 

He says: “To come back, I would be so 
much better. At Slovakia Ring [in May], 
 I was sat 20th on the grid, but alongside 
drivers like Yvan Muller and Andy 
Priaulx behind me...you can’t get away 
from that. That is the level that it is, you 
know? I have done so much learning,  
I want to put it into practice.” n 

GORDON SHEDDEN’S JOURNEY  
TO ENLIGHTENMENT
Matt James caught up with the BTCC champion and World Touring Car battler 

reset his mind to tackle the challenge.
Shedden explains: “There is also a 

change in that the car in the BTCC was 
built around me and [former team-mate] 
Matt [Neal], and that was designed from  
a blank sheet of  paper to our spec, if   
you like, to get the optimum performance. 
Now I have jumped into a car which exists 
already. It is customer racing – the car 
that exists is the same that anyone can  
go and buy. You have to then try and  
make it work for you.

“[The WTCR] is also a Balance of  
Performance formula and that makes it 
tricky, because you don’t have to be a long 
way away to be a long long way away for 
this to have an effect. We have seen that 
this year: the Hyundais weren’t on the 
pace in Marrakesh and then they had a 
huge amount of  speed. Then the Lynk  
and Co cars weren’t fast in Slovakia and, 
lo and behold, they suddenly are on the 
pace after that. It is very up and down and 
you have to ride the waves in this series. 

“Also, as more new cars come into the 
championship, they are built more as  
race cars than the original concept of  



Trophy-holder Jason Kew was sent spinning on lap two of the final

A packed field tackled the event

More silverware for the points champion

Photos: mkpics.net

REPORT: THUNDER 500

Graham Brown watched the Vauxhall Tigra battler throw down the gauntlet to his rivals
HAIRD LAYS DOWN A MARKER
C

hrisHairdwon
thetraditional
WorldFinal
warm-upevent
forthesecond
yearrunningand
arecord-breaking

sixthtime,crossingthelinewell
aheadof heatwinnersBillyWood
andNorthernIrishmanCarlSloan,
whichputthreeof lastyear’stop
fouronthepodiumagain.

Haird’spacemakeshimafirm
favouritetotakehisfourthworld
crownatthesamevenueinacouple
of weeksbut,ashasbecomethenorm
atthisevent,manyworldfinalists
gavepreparationforthebigJulyrace
priority.Thatpreventedanydirect
comparisonbetweenthewinnerand
anumberof driverslikelytobeamong
hismainchallengers.Nevertheless,
theeventstillattractedacosmopolitan
29-carentry.

Theline-upwasbolsteredbythe
returntotheUKof popularEuropean
visitors,JohnvandenBoschandWinnie
Holtmanns,aswellasScottishandIrish
contenders,whiletherewasasurprise
amongtheEnglishregularswhen
StefanLloydarrivedwithaGinetta
insteadof hisusualPeugeot(seeright).

There was a strong sense of deja vu
about proceedings when Sloan drew
pole for the first heat – exactly as he
had last year. And, just as it did 12
months ago, that gave him an excellent
shot at a win with which to kick things
off. He went straight into the lead
and within a couple of laps had begun
building what was already looking
like it might be an unassailable lead
even at this early stage.

Haird took his sixth win
at the Thunder 500

Lloyd’s new car
Stefan Lloyd raised eyebrows by  
showing up in the Ipswich pits with a 
Ginetta G40R in place of the Peugeot 
he’s been racing recently. Lloyd – who 
was involved in a multi-car crash at 
Hednesford last month – has hired  
the hastily reliveried car for both the 
Thunder 500 and the support races  
at the World Final meeting. The Ginetta  
is in fact the Carl Boardley Motorsport  
car still owned by Carl Boardley. The 
event did not go well for Lloyd who put  
the machine in the wall within seconds  
of the start of practice and started  
from the rear of the grids for the  
remainder of the meeting. He was  
21st in the final. 

AngieRowe cash fund
After initiating the striking and 
presentation of the inaugural Angie  
Rowe Memorial Trophy last season, 
Shane Bland generously added  
£500 to the prize fund for this year’s  
race. He also approached Lee Carlin  
to see if he wanted to become  
involved and Carlin matched Bland’s 
contribution. Neither man was able  
to share in the extra spoils they provided. 
Unaware that he had to attend a  
post-race weight check following heat 
one, Bland got disqualified. Carlin 
meanwhile, was unable to repeat his 
popular on-the-road Aldershot win  
with his Peugeot 205 and went out  
of the 500 before half-distance with a  
bent wheel.

Dramafor Kew
When Jason Kew went spinning on lap 
two of the Thunder 500 that was the  
end of his attempt to win the Angie Rowe 
Trophy for the second year in a row,  
being forced to retire the car with rear-end 
damage following the incident. After the 
finish, the steward judged that Aaron  
Dew – who finished seventh on the road – 
had been responsible for Kew’s demise 
and handed down a disqualification for 
the incident. Dew appealed the penalty 
and, following the viewing of further  
video evidence, was reinstated on 
Sunday morning. Kym Weaver was  
also disqualified from his fifth place  
after the evidence was studied. 
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RESULTS

POS DRIVER CAR TIME
1 ChrisHaird VauxhallTigraB 10m00.201s
2 BillyWood VauxhallTigra +2.228s
3 CarlSloan VauxhallTigra +3.773s
4 RobMcDonald VauxhallTigra +4.973s
5 GordonAlexander VauxhallTigra +11.536s
6 AaronDew GinettaG40R +12.119s
7 CarlWaller-Barrett VauxhallTigra +12.580s
8 ShaneMurray GinettaG40R +13.498s
9 ScottBourne VauxhallTigra -1 lap

10 MikeyGodfrey VauxhallTigraB -1 lap

National Hot Rod Angie Rowe Thunder 500
When: June 22 Where: Foxhall Heath, Ipswich Laps:Final – 40

11 Chris Crane (Vauxhall Tigra); 12 Colin Smith (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 13 Perry Cooke (Vauxhall Tigra); 14 Brendan 
O’Connell (Vauxhall Tigra); 15 David York (Vauxhall Tigra); 
16 Lewis Shelley (Vauxhall Tigra B); 17 John van den 
Bosch (Peugeot 206cc); 18 Winnie Holtmanns (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 19 Nick Bass (Vauxhall Tigra); 20 Steven Armit 
(Vauxhall Tigra); 21 Stefan Lloyd (Ginetta G40R); 22 Alan 
Shelper (Peugeot 206cc); R Dick Hillard (Vauxhall Tigra)  
32 laps/oil leak; R Les Lynch (Mercedes SLK) 16 laps/
accident damage; R Lee Carlin (Peugeot 205) 14 laps/
accident damage; R Jason Kew (Ginetta G40R) 2 laps/
spin/accident damage; DQ Kym Weaver (Vauxhall Tigra)  
40 laps. Heat one: 1 Sloan; 2 Kew; 3 Weaver; 4 McDonald; 
5 Bourne; 6 Waller-Barrett; 7 Haird; 8 Carlin. Heat two:  
1 Wood; 2 Dew; 3 Haird; 4 Murray; 5 Cooke; 6 Crane;  
7 McDonald; 8 Alexander. 

IN BRIEF

Sloan was being helped in his quest  
by the dice over second between Shane 
Bland, Carl Waller-Barrett and Jason 
Kew. Bland was battling handling woes, 
however, and was eventually forced to 
let the other two by. 

CW-B was working hard at closing 
down the leader but, with little 
noticeable effect until Sloan started 
having to eat up a steady diet of  
backmarkers. That did allow  
Waller-Barrett to inch up on the  
Tigra ahead, despite the second man 
still being pestered by Kew. Sloan  
was finally forced to confront the 
challenge with three laps to go. 

The pacesetter was continuing to  
dive confidently through the traffic, 
leading Waller-Barrett to try what 
turned out to be a highly optimistic 
lunge up the outside into Turn 1 as  
part of  a three-wide moment which 
simply ended with him spinning  
out of  the reckoning altogether. 

That left Sloan to take the flag safely 
clear of  Kew and Bland although the 
third man ended up out of  the results 
when he failed to attend post-race 
scrutiny, handing the place to Kym 
Weaver instead.

The reversed-grid second heat looked 
as though it could be a gift for poleman 
Wood but it was fellow front row man 
Aaron Dew who got away first. While 

Dew concentrated on trying to dump 
Wood, most eyes were on Haird, who 
was on an absolute mission from the 
fourth row and second group of starters.

Rocketing past all his immediate 
opposition, the three-time world champ 
looked as though he might face a bit 
more of  a problem tackling Shane 
Murray. But Haird simply swept  
around the outside, relegating Dick 
Hillard as well in one flowing move.

Now the leaders looked like they could 
be in bother, with Haird still charging  
at undiminished speed. But Wood put 
himself  out of  harm’s way by finally 
darting past Dew and heading for the 
flag and the win. Haird was all over  
Dew with about five to go but the  
Ginetta man kept slipping away  
around various backmarkers to  
just keep second at the flag. 

The aggregate results formed a final 
grid with Haird on pole alongside Rob 
McDonald – coincidentally the exact 
same starting positions the pair  
shared at the last World Series round. 
But there was stiff  opposition lined  
up right behind the pair as well, with 
Wood and Dew sharing row two ahead  
of  Kew (defending the Angie Rowe 
trophy he won at Hednesford last  
year) and Weaver, another former 
Thunder 500 winner. 

And this time Haird made no mistake 

about who was going to be at Turn 1 
first, launching the car perfectly at  
the green as McDonald got pushed 
back to third by Wood, with Kew, Dew 
and Weaver all rubbing shoulders 
behind. Kew went spinning out of   
this pack on lap two and managed to 
stage an almost immediate recovery 
any Saloon Stock Car driver would 
have been proud of. But the initial 
impact had damaged the car’s rear 
suspension and his race was run.

Up front the race swiftly settled  
down to a straight Haird-Wood fight, 
with both men carving through the 
traffic which soon loomed up ahead. 
But, inch by inch, the leader was 
widening the gap between them  
with seemingly nothing the current 
world champion could do about it. 

Further back, Sloan started to get 
going, particularly with the passing of  
half  distance. Putting Weaver behind 
him to go fourth, Sloan then reduced 
third man McDonald’s advantage  
until suddenly the Scot wasn’t having 
such a lonely race anymore. 

Sloan eventually snuck underneath 
as they exited Turn 2 to put himself  
third but the lead pair were far up the 
road by then, with Haird now a very 
safe distance clear of  Wood and on  
his way to writing an amazing sixth 
Thunder 500 win in the record books.



A win in the opener has put Godfrey joint top of the points Tohill restored some order with a win on Sunday afternoon

England (346) held on to a narrow BriSCA F1 win at Foxhall Heath

Thethirdandfourthroundsof
theTitansRXEuropeSeriesat
LyddenHillwillbesupported
bycategoriesforrallycross
Supercars,RetroRallycross
andGroupBmachines.

Thesecondweekendof thenew
serieswilltakeplaceintheUKat
theendof nextmonth(July27-28).
Starentrantswillbejoinedby
BritishSupercarregulars,who
areexpectedtocompeteinthe
event’ssupportclass.GroupB
carswillberunonastandalone
grid, inadditiontoRetroRXseries
races.Thefirstroundtakesplace
thisweekendatEssayinFrance.

FormerWorldRXTeams’winners
OlsbergsMSEwillreturnto
theseriesforitshomeround
nextweekatHoljes.

WorldRXracewinnerKevin
Erikssonwillpartnernamesake
SebastienErikssoninthesister
FordFiestaSupercarracedby
RobinLarssonlastseason.Dane
UlrikLinnemannwilldriveone
of thesquad’sHondaCivics.

OMSE’sFiestashavebeen
reengineeredtoincorporatea
rearcoolingpackagefor2019,but
retainthein-boardsuspension
designitshareswiththeCivic
fromthesamestable.

SPORTING SCENE

GODFREY TURNS UP THE HEAT ON TOHILL IN WALES

ALL ENGLAND FINAL TO KEEP IT IN THE FAMILY
BriSCA F1
By Colin Casserley

Organiser: Spedeworth Where: Foxhall Heath Raceway, 
Ipswich When: June 22 Starters: 31.

Ashley England kept up a family 
tradition when he won the final  
at Ipswich on Saturday night.  
Both his grandfather, Alan 
England, and his father, Alan  
Jr, had previously won at the 
Suffolk track. Alan Sr won back  
in July 1976.

Kelvin Hassell continued his  
run of good form and led the race 
from the drop of  the green flag, 
opening up a sizable advantage 
from the chasing pack. 

As the laps wound down, Daz 
Kitson began to close in on the 
leader with England a few car 
lengths back. Tom Harris broke 
away from the pack and also began 
to close in on the leading trio. It 
was a perfect justification of  the 
handicapping system in BriSCA 
F1, as one car from each of the four 
grades was contesting for the win 
and, with five laps to go, it could 
have gone to any of  the drivers. 

England managed to muscle  
his way into the lead as the one  
lap to go board was displayed. He 

drove deep into the final turn  
and went a little wide expecting  
an assault from Hassell but the 
second-placed man hugged the 
kerb and came up on the inside  
of  England. The duo raced off   
the final turn with England 
winning by half  a car’s length. 

England said: “With five to go  
I didn’t think I would be able to  
get second place from Kitson, let 
alone win it. But in those last few 
laps my car was handling well  
and I managed to get past Kitson 
cleanly and didn’t lose any time.  
I could see Hassell behind me 
going into the last turn so I went  
in as hard as I could, but he came 
up the inside and I just was able  
to hold him off. 

“It was close, but I knew I was 
ahead of  him when we went  
over the line. Although this is  
my third final win, this one  
means a lot to me as I remember 
watching my dad win here when  
I was younger.”

Kitson held off  Harris to claim 
the final podium place. 
Result
1 Ashley England; 2 Kelvin Hassell; 3 Daz Kitson; 
4 Tom Harris; 5 Ryan Harrison; 6 John Fortune;  
7 Frankie Wainman Jr; 8 Charlie Sworder; 9 Mat Newson; 
10 Luke Davidson.

British Rallycross 
Championship
By Hal Ridge
 Organiser: BARC/LHMC When: June 22-23 Where: 
Pembrey Starters: 51/53

Julian Godfrey drew  
level with Derek Tohill in  
the British Rallycross 
Championship standings at 
the halfway point of the year 
after victory in round three  
of the series at Pembrey. 

That win initially elevated 
Godfrey into the points lead as 
Tohill finished third behind  
Ollie O’Donovan on the opening 
day of  the double-header at 
Pembrey. But, despite Godfrey 
dominating qualifying on the 
second day in South Wales, it was 
Tohill who took the initiative at 
the first corner of  the final before 
leading from the front to claim 
his second win of  the year and 
draw back level in the standings.

Godfrey dominated the round 
three final on Saturday as the 
pack behind battled in extremely 
dusty conditions. 

O’Donovan missed Q1 while his 
team changed the gearbox in his 
Ford Fiesta, he then retired from 
Q2 with a related issue. He then 
flew to Llandysul-based rally 
team Spencer Sport’s base by 
helicopter in the lunch break to 

collect a load sensor for his car’s 
gear selection system and was 
rewarded by being fastest in Q3. 

He climbed from the second 
row of the grid in the final to 
second on the opening lap, before 
getting passed by compatriot 
Tohill during the dust-hit race. 
Double European champion 
Tohill finished second, ahead  
of  O’Donovan, but the positions 
were later reversed after Tohill’s 
move was deemed to have gained 
him an unfair advantage.

As it had for the World 
Championship round the week 
before in Norway, rain fell ahead 
of  the final stages of  the British 
RX event on Sunday. 

Poleman Godfrey made a poor 
start as Tohill took the lead at 
Turn 1 followed by O’Donovan. 
While Tohill got away out front in 
a controlled performance in wet 
and slippery conditions, Godfrey 
passed O’Donovan for second.

Following the race, O’Donovan 
was one of  a number of  drivers 
across all finals to receive a track 
limits penalty, initially handing 
third to Roger Thomas. However, 
the decisions were later 
scrapped, dropping Thomas 
back to fourth on his debut 
weekend in his M-Sport Ford 
Fiesta, recently fully rebuilt by 
Tony Bardy Motorsport.

Steve Hill drove O’Donovan’s 
Ford Focus to a brace of  fifth 
place finishes after the team’s 
rolling road, being used to test 
Mitsubishi’s engine expired  
the day before the event.

Tristan Ovenden maintained 
his unbeaten run in the 
Supernational category with  
his Renault Clio. He won with 
ease on Saturday in dry 
conditions while Paige Bellerby 
had a torrid day and crashed out 
before Turn 1. In the wet final on 
the second day, Bellerby hassled 
Ovenden for the win to finish 
second, while Craig Lomax was 
second on Saturday and third on 
Sunday to also collect a brace of  
Super1600 class wins.

Latvian driver Roberts Vitols 
put the disappointment of  
retiring from the final in round 
two of the Junior series to claim  
a brace of  wins, with Patrick 
O’Donovan and Luke 
Constantine finishing on the 
podium on both days. 

Title protagonists David Bell 
and Drew Bellerby took wins in 
the BMW Mini class. Max 
Weatherley won at the scene of  
his maiden Swift Sport victory 
last year on Saturday, before Will 
Layton claimed a first rallycross 
win on Sunday. Jon Armstrong 
and Chrissy Palmer took a win 

each in the RX150 buggy division. 
BMW driver Gary Simpson  
won twice in the Retro  
Rallycross finals.
Result
Round 3 British Rallycross: 1 Julian Godfrey (Ford 
Fiesta); 2 Ollie O’Donovan (Fiesta) +15.677s; 3 Derek 
Tohill (Fiesta); 4 Roger Thomas (Fiesta); 5 Steve Hill 
(Ford Focus); 6 Andy Grant (Focus). 
Supernational: 1 Tristan Ovenden (Renault Clio);  
2 Criag Lomax (Citroen C2) +14.935s; 3 Dave Ellis 
(Suzuki Swift); 4 Jarek Suchowiecki (C2); 5 Paige 
Bellerby (Lotus Exige); 6 Paul Coney (Vauxhall Corsa)
Junior: 1 Roberts Vitols; 2 Patrick O’Donovan +1.083s; 
3 Luke Constantine; 4 James Constantine; 5 Ben Sayer; 
6 Alfie Porter.
BMW Mini: 1 David Bell; 2 Drew Bellerby +2.379s;  
3 James Osborne; 4 Martin Hawkes; 5 Andrew Hawkes; 
6 Stephen Brown.
Suzuki Swift: 1 Max Weatherley 5m20.186s; 2 Tom 
Constantine +0.566s; 3 Dominic Flitney; 4 Will Layton;  
5 Nikita Abramov; 6 Don Macleod.
RX150: 1 Jon Armstrong; 2 Chrissy Palmer +5.186s;  
3 Hal Ridge; 4 Stuart Oliver; 5 Stephen Jones.
Retro: 1 Gary Simpson (BMW E30); 2 Brian Hardman 
(Ford Escort) +0.935s; 3 John Cross (Lancia Stratos);  
4 Steve Cozens (Citroen AX); 5 Mark Finch (Ford 
Fiesta); 6 Simon Hart (Ford Escort).
Round 4 British Rallycross: 1 Tohill; 2 Godfrey 
+1.487s; 3 O’Donovan; 4 Thomas; 5 Hill; 6 Grant.
Supernational: 1 Ovenden; 2 Bellerby +1.435s;  
3 Lomax; 4 Suchowiecki; 5 Ellis; 6 Slawomir Woloch 
(Citroen Saxo).
Junior: 1 Vitols; 2 L Constantine +0.453s;  
3 O’Donovan; 4 J Constantine; 5 Sayer;  
6 Archie Thomas.
BMW: 1 Bellerby; 2 Bell +5.314; 3 Brown;  
4 Osborne; 5 Hawkes; 6 Dave Ward.
Suzuki Swift: 1 Layton; 2 Weatherley +0283s;  
3 Abramov; 4 Flitney; 5 Constantine; 6 Macleod.
RX150: 1 Palmer 5m17.366s; 2 Ridge +13.569s; 3 
Oliver; 4 Armstrong. Retro: 1 Simpson; 2 Hardman 
+0.993s; 3 Cozens; 4 Cross; 5 Finch; 6 Paul Smith (VW 
Polo).

ByHalRidge

DoubleWorldRallychampion
MarcusGronholmand
14-timeEuropeanRallycross
championKennethHansen
willheadlineaone-off
CrosscarbuggyraceatHoljes
nextweek,ontheeveof the
Swedishroundof theWorld
RallycrossChampionship.

Bothnowteamownersinthe
WorldRXseries,Gronholmand
Hansenwillcompeteinthe
CrosscarStarChallengeagainst
ahostof bignamedrivers,
includingWRCpodiumfinisher
HenningSolberg,tripleEuropean
RallycrosschampionSverre
IsachsenandformerSwiftSport
RallycrosschampionGraham
Rodemark,whoworksasan

engineerforHansen’sTeam
HansenMJPsquadinWorldRX.

RallycrossandrallydriverStig-
OlovWalfridson,whowonthe
Swedishroundof theEuropean
RallycrossChampionshipin
2009,willalsocompete.

GronholmSrmadehis
rallycrossdebutatHoljesayear
earlierthanWalfridson’swin
andclaimedvictoryaboarda

FordFiestaonhisdebut,ahead
of Hansen,whowasdrivinga
CitroenC4.

Gronholmlatercompeted
intheGlobalRallycross
Championshipwiththesame
OlsbergsMSEteamandwon
thefirsttworoundsof the2012
season,buthistop-linecareer
waseffectivelyendedafterhe
washospitalisedbyacrashat

theXGameseventinLosAngeles.
Hansen’slastcompetitiveouting

wasinSwedishRallycrossat
Kinnekullein2012,whileSolberg
hasbeencompetinginWRC
eventsthisyearinanR5-spec
SkodaFabiaandhasmadead-hoc
rallycrossappearancesinrecent
years.Anumberof Crosscar
regularswillalsocompetein
separateracesattheevent.

Photos: Hal Ridge, World RX, Colin Casserley

Gronholm has history
in top-flight rallycross

Hansen will be back
behind the wheel

BRITISH RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP BriSCA F1

Multiple champions square up in all-star Crosscar showdown at Holjes next weekend

GRONHOLM AND HANSEN TO
GO HEAD TO HEAD IN SWEDEN
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Full programme for 
Titans at Lydden Hill

OlsbergsMSE back 
for World RX outing



Chris Noble visited the Historic Rally Car Register event and captured this dramatic shot of an MG tackling a watersplash section

Don Sandom’s photo from the recent Thruxton celebration

A brave Richard Salisbury survived the Carlisle Rally rainHot and dry Scottish Rally action,sent in by Garrick CollierYvonneWilliams’s shot from a recent 750 Motor Club meeting

Josh Cook gets his Honda out of shape,taken by Rich CranstonThe dusty Red Kite Rally,photo supplied by Brian MorganMichaelVickers watched a dramatic Porsche race at Croft

CharlieKillickvisitedLeMansandtookthisattheFordChicane

        GOT AN OPINION?                                  LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK
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The champion taking on the future
It is six wins out of eight now for Lewis Hamilton, and he has stretched his advantage to 36 points at the head of the world championship
chase. The season is nowhere near its midpoint yet. Only eight out of 21 races have taken place, and Mercedes has locked out the top two
steps on the rostrum in all but two of them. 

Casual observers of Formula 1 are quick to tell you that this kind of domination is ruining motorsport. Listening to the sports news on the radio, it is clear tha
the interest is on the wane. Football, both male and female, tennis, cricket, rugby – they are all further up the news agenda at the moment.  Hamilton even 
apologised after winning at Paul Ricard for F1 being boring. But he made the valid point that any concerns or criticisms should not be directed at the drivers
more towards the rulemakers. F1 bosses have often talked about a radical overhaul to improve the racing, but nothing has happened as yet. Hamilton himse
has got involved in talks in an effort to improve the spectacle. He is right, it isn’t his fault, but even he knows the show is not at its most exciting right now.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

Hamilton is as concerned about the on-track action as those criticising F1

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF THE WEEK!
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NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, JULY 3

LIVE F1LIVE TV

Can’twaitforthisweekend’sAustrian
GrandPrix?Well, fearnot,asyoucan
relivethe1982encounterwithF1
ClassicRaces asEliodeAngelis
pippedKekeRosbergtothewinin
oneof theclosestfinishesinthehistory
of thechampionship(Wednesday,2100-
2130hrs,SkySportsF1).

Youcanalsocatchallthethrillsand
spillsfromaneventfulroundof the
WorldRallycrossChampionship
fromHellinNorway(Thursday,0830-
0930hrs,BTSport1).

ReigningAustralianSupercars

championScottMcLaughlinhas
dominatedthe2019seasonsofar,
butwouldhebeabletocontinue
thatduringthelatestroundfrom
Darwin?TuneinonThursday(2300-
0100hrs,BTSport3)tofindout.

Thefourthroundof theBritishGT
ChampionshiptookplaceatDonington
Park(Sunday,1000-1100hrs,Eurosport
2),andtheBRDCBritishFormula3
Championshipalsoracedthere,asBrit
JohnathanHoggardtriedtoclosethe
gaptopointsleaderClementNovalak
(Sunday,1830-1930hrs,BTSport2).

Elio de Angelis took his maiden Formula 1 victory in the 1982 Austrian GP

Maloney leads F4 standings

RACING
SATURDAY
■ Donington Park, Leics
VSCC meeting: Vintage races, 
HRDC races Starts racing from 
TBA (qualifying from 0910hrs) 
Admission adult £21, under 13 
free Web msv.com Contact 0843 
453 9000

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
■ Oulton Park, Cheshire
BTCC meeting: BTCC, F4, Carrera 
Cup, Renault Clio, Ginetta GT4, 
Ginetta Junior Starts Saturday, 
racing from 1420hrs (qualifying 
from 0905hrs) Sunday, racing from 
1220hrs Admission adult £35, 
under 13 free Web msv.com 
Contact 0843 453 9000

Formula 3: Red Bull Ring
■ Race 1: Saturday, 0915-1010hrs, 
Sky Sports F1
■ Race 2: Sunday, 0840-0920hrs, 
Sky Sports F1

Formula 2: Red Bull Ring
■ Race 1: Saturday, 1535-1645hrs, 
Sky Sports F1
■ Race 2: Sunday, 0955-1050hrs, 
Sky Sports F1

Porsche Supercup: Red 
Bull Ring
■ Race: Sunday, 1100-1200hrs, 
Eurosport 2/1110-1200hrs, Sky Sports F1

BTCC: Oulton Park
■ All the action: Sunday, 1130-1800hrs, 
ITV4

NASCAR: Chicagoland
■ Race: Sunday, 1930-0000hrs, Premier 
Sports 1

AustrianGrandPrix
SkySportsF1HD
■Drivers’pressconference:
Thursday, 1400-1430hrs
■Welcometotheweekend:
Thursday, 1700-1730hrs
■FP1:Friday, 0945-1155hrs
■FP2: Friday, 1345-1550hrs
■FP3: Saturday, 1045-1230hrs
■Qualifying:Saturday, 1300-
1535hrs
■Race:Sunday, 1230-1730hrs
■Highlights: Sunday , 1800-1900hrs

Channel4HD
highlights
■Qualifying:Saturday, 1830-
2000hrs
■Race: Sunday, 1900-2100hrs 

AUSTRIAN
GRAND PRIX REPORT BTCCVISITS OULTON

YpresRally

LISTINGS

TV GUIDE

WILL RED BULL SHINE AT HOME VENUE?

TURKINGTON LEADS THE WAY

BRC DRIVERS HEAD TO BELGIAN CLASSIC

■ Brands Hatch, Kent
Legends of Brands: HGPCA, 
Dunlop Saloons, Jaguar Challenge, 
Guards Trophy, Historic FF1600, 
70s Road Sports, Historic Road 
Sports, XL Aurora, Formula Junior, 
Thundersports Starts Saturday, 
racing from 1315hrs (qualifying 
from 0900hrs) Sunday, racing from 
1130hrs (qualifying from 1000hrs) 

Admission adult £25, under 13 free 
Web msv.com Contact 0843 453 9000
■ Thruxton, Hants
Truck meeting: Trucks, Kumho 
BMW, Mighty Minis, Classic FF1600, 
Clubmans, Pickups, Hyundai Coupe 
Starts Saturday, racing from 1330hrs 
(qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday, 
racing from 1050hrs Admission 
adult £20, under 16 free Web 
barc.net Contact 01264 882200
■ Snetterton, Norfolk
BRSCC meeting: Caterham Seven 
420R, Caterham Seven 310R, 
Caterham Seven 270R, Caterham 
Roadsport, Caterham Academy, 
Mazda MX-5, Production GTi 
Starts Saturday, racing from 
1335hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs) 
Sunday, racing from 1000hrs 

(qualifying from 0900hrs) Admission 
adult £16, under 13 free Web msv.com 
Contact 0843 453 9000

RALLY
FRIDAY/SATURDAY
■ Ypres, Belgium
Renties Ypres Rally
Starts 1620hrs Admission €45
Web ypresrally.com

SUNDAY
■ Waterford, Co Waterford
Ravens Rock Stages Rally
Starts 0745hrs Admission free
Web carrickonsuirmotorclub.com
■ Anglesey Circuit, 
North Wales
JRT Enville Stages Rally
Starts 0915hrs Admission £10

Web warringtondmc.com

SPORTING SCENE
SUNDAY
■ Belle Vue, Gr Manchester 
BriSCA F1 
Starts TBA Admission TBA 
Web brisca.com
■ Blyton Park, Lincs
BTRDA Rallycross
Starts 0900hrs Admission TBA
Web clubmansrallycross.weebly.com
■ Colorado, USA
Pikes Peak International 
Hillclimb
Starts 0730hrs Admission $75, 
under 10 free Web ppihc.org

Listings correct at time of press but 
please check before travelling



CARS FOR SALE

WANT TO SEE YOUR CAR IN OURWEEKLY SHOWCASE? CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING TEAM ON 0203 405 8109

FERRARI 246 DINOFERRARI 512 BB
£285,000

TAYLOR & CRAWLEY
1973 PORSCHE 911RSR 2.8L

+44 (0)20 7823 2599 / INFO@TAYLORANDCRAWLEY.CO.UK
£POA

PAUL MATTY SPORTS CARS
1963 ALFA ROMEO 2600 SPRINT COUPE

+44 (0)1527 835 656
£21,950

PENDINE
1965 PORSCHE 911 SWB COMPETITION CAR

07770 762 751
£POA

RICHARD THORNE CLASSIC CARS
1970 MORGAN PLUS-8 MOSS BOX

HELEN@RTCC.CO.UK / (0)118 983 1200
£POA

CKL
1989 FORD GTD 40

+44 (0)1424 870600
£87,500

KINSBOURNE CARS LTD
1997 KIA ELAN CONVERTIBLE (LHD)

+44 (0)1727 855866 / +44 (0)7989 476930
£13,700 (9000 MILES)

WWW.CKL.CO.UKWWW.KINSBOURNECARS.CO.UK

WWW.RTCC.CO.UKWWW.TAYLORANDCRAWLEY.CO.UK

WWW.PENDINE.COM

WWW.PAULMATTYSPORTSCARS.CO.UK

FERRARI 308 GTB
£59,950 £POA

07973 444468
MUGELLO CARS

WWW.MUGELLOCARS.CO.UK

01252 759009

2000 PORSCHE 911-996 GT3 R
£140,000

1984 PEUGEOT 205 T16
£167,000

MARK DONALDSON

2001 PORSCHE 911-996 GT3 RS
£90,000

WWW.MARKDONALDSON.COM
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Book your advert before 12pmMonday and see it in print first thingWednesday

Motorsport News Classified
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with
us puts your advert right in front
of a very hands on and involved
motorsport market.

Brand New Private Seller Rates
Lineage:
25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)
25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)
Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert
£50 (£60 inc vat)
£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer
25% off when you book for 4 weeks

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0203 405 8109 or
email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline:Mondays at 12noon
(subject to change on Bank Holiday
weeks)
Payment: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Autosport Media UK Ltd

Address for advertising

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,
Richmond,
TW9 1AG

Important
The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.
Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertiser’s name and address
must accompany all advertisements, whether for
publication or not.
Any advertisement received too late for publication
and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be
inserted in the next available issue.

If you are a trade advertiser this must be
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
are also reminded that they are responsible for
complying with legal requirements currently in
force.
Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal
confirmation taken on the phone is binding.

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
on request.

Classified
Telephone: 0203 405 8109 Email:mnads@motorsport.com

SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

Alloywheelrepairs.com

Chevette

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

Home FaRm, 81 main StReet,
BiSHoPtHoRPe, YoRk, Yo23 2Ra

01904 703 863

• Repairs to aluminium and magnesium

wheels and castings.

• Wheels chemically stripped, fine
bead blasted and powder coated.

• Wheels inserted and PCD and

offset altered.

• Manufacturers of cars and components

to buildWorks spec Chevette HS/HSR.

• HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll

cages and all parts required and all

parts required to build cars to works

spec.

• 40 years of experience to share.

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\www.dunnellengines.com /////////////////
Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England

COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

DURATEC
ENGINE
›› 2.0-2.5 Litre

›› 200-340 BHP

ZETEC
ENGINE
›› 1.6, 1.8 & 2.0 Litre

›› 188-275 BHP

DURATEC & ZETEC ENGINES

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modifcation or complete
rewire to your vehicle

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,

9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, Ilkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

Freecatalogue

petition

(0)1462 684300

k and Carbotech
rsport compounds

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com
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MARKETPLACE

Tel: 01784 493 555 www.glencoeltd.co.uk Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk

OTP 017
(P3017.1)
Replaces: Bosch 0580 464 070

£52.00

OTP 018
(P3018.1)
Replaces: Bosch 0580 254 911

OTP 019
(P3019.1)

£56.00

£60.80
‘IN-TANK’

FUEL PUMPS

High quality, reliable, quiet
Used by professionals

£70.90OTP 979
(P3979.1)

OTP 020
(P3020.1)

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @ 20%

£75.40

MOTORSPORT

MOTORSPORT

MOTORSPORT

Replaces: Bosch 0580 254 044

OTP 044
(P3044.1)
378 LTR/HR
318 LTR/HR @ 3BAR

Replaces: Bosch 0580 254 979

264 LTR/HR
228 LTR/HR @ 3BAR

Replaces: Bosch 0580 254 909

240 LTR/HR
210 LTR/HR @ 3BAR

£60.30

Replaces: Bosch 0580 254 910/941/942

Competition
PUMPS
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MARKETPLACE

0161 790 7000 info@sports-insure.co.uksports-insure.co.uk/ontrack

Sports Insure is a trading name of Henderson Insurance Brokers Limited. Henderson Insurance Brokers Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Henderson Insurance Brokers Limited is a subsidiary of Aon UK Limited. Aon UK Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. FPNAT417

Sports-Insure, Office 6, 1 Bridgewater Road, Worsley M28 3JE

Call Phil, Alison or Jason on 07515 994481 to discuss your requirements.

Newfor 2019, ourOnTrack insurance products can support your
season byprotecting your asset fromunforeseen OnTrack damage.
Flexible applications and competitive rateswith personal service
fromsomeof themost experienced people inmotorsport insurance.

We can quote and place insurance formost of your
motorsport requirements – frombut not limited to:

• Circuit Racing • Trackdays • Clubmen
• Classics • Historics • Tin Tops • OpenWheelers
• Professional and amateur teams.

On Track for your
2019 season.

Master Technician

We are a well-known Porsche specialist based in Chertsey,
Surrey, 5 mins from juntion 11 M25. We carry out works on all
Porsche.

We are looking for a very good technician for our
busy workshop. The applicant must have the required
qualifications, good mechanical prowess with good
diagnostic abilities, and be keen on the Porsche product.

Excellent working conditions. We will offer top rates to the
right candidate.

No time wasters please.

• Must be experienced.

• Porsche background preferable but not essential.

• Top rates and excellent working conditions.

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

Style and Substance

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel’ strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

www.brianjames.co.uk

Connected to you»
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

RACEWEARGEARBOXES

ELECTRONICS

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Kavanagh Ben Webster
Classified Advertising Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109 T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131
E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E: ben.webster@motorsport.com

Authorised stockists for:

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

www.jjcraceandrally.com

Passionate About Motorsport

RACEWEARRACE CARS

ENGINES

RACEWEAR

ENGINES

RACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

TRAILERS &TRANSPORTERSRACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

e-mail

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit

northamptonmotorsport.com

• Performance Tuning Specialists

• 2WD Superfow Rolling Road,

1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

• Life Racing and Omex Engine Management

• Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents

Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

TRAILERS &TRANSPORTERS

RACEWEAR

GEARBOXES

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 0LP

+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes

- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

WHEELS &TYRESRACE & RALLY PARTSGEARBOXES

Winning all over the world since 1973…
Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

Stock and custom made

FiA Fuel Cells.

Short lead times.

01527 521050

www.classicworldracing.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

DRY SUMP

OIL PUMPS & DRY SUMP SYSTEMS
www.pacepumps.co.uk


