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Rally Sweden winner
Jari-Matti Latvala says he
has nothing to fearfrom
team-mate and world
champion Sébastien
Ogier after beating him
lastweek.

Latvala collected histhird
Swedish win in Karlstad to
move tothetopof the WRC
table, while Ogierslid intoa
snowbank and could only
fight back tosixth place.

&S Latvala’s newapproach, p2-3

Ogier struck a snowbank

<
=
2

9

07>

LU

BTRDA RALLY SERIES PREVIEW P20 “™* _J (& THIRD GENERATION STAR PROFILED P15 e




2 FEBRUARY 12 2014 motorsport-news.co.uk

AISSUEJAZ911 FEBRUARY 122014
THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

WBITE TU us ) FACEBOOK TWITTER
Searchfor

l- r_—- I;:dy;mm:;;tug‘l’ﬂm ‘MotorsportNews’ %ﬂaﬂy
Mmiddlese d,_;'le:l’tggfmn @M”ewsnacing
X,

- .

email:mn.letters@
. haymarket.com
( Photographs must be of a
good quality and please send
no more than three images

DIGITAL

EMIIIL us
ISSUE  [fos W b

“Red Bull will come
hack out fighting”
P4

V7 = "MEEKE:S'SNOW,
. X ﬁ,ﬂ,EBUEBETTEB
_THAN LOE’S;

P19

Historic race and rally news 11 Rallyreports 28
Profile:Sam Brabham 18 SUBSCRIBETO MOTORSPORTNEWS 28
Insight:The growth of GT4 19 Kartinground-up 30
Preview:BTRDA Rally Series 20 Sporting Scene round-up 31
WRC report:Rally Sweden 22 Letters/Comment/What'’s On 32
Insight: Modernising the Metro6R4 26 Classifieds 34
Galway Rally report 27 Wanted:The WRC to countinthe Winter

Olympics. Cresta Special Stage anyone?

(¥recycle

FORMOTORSPORT NEWS STAFFCONTACT DETAILS PLEASE SEEP33

Latvala says that wor

k on his mental approach is begmmng to reap
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ByDavid Evans

World Rally Championship leader
Jari-Matti Latvala says a new
approachis already paying
dividends - and he’s getting
stronger as the year progresses.

The 28-year-old has employed fellow
Finn Marcus Gronholm’s psychological
coach inorder to provideaharder edge
tohisperformancesthisyearand
Latvala was quick to praise the work of
Christoph Treier in his second victory
for Volkswagen.

Latvalatold MN: “Christoph hastaught
metokeepthefocusand if I'mlosing
thefocus, howtobringitback.Iamtoo
excited before the event and now he tries
tokeepmerelaxed.Idon’t wanttogo
intothedetails, but we dorelaxation and
concentration methods before therally.”

Treier’s work came totheforeattheend
of thesecond day, when Latvala’s nearest
rival-fellow Polo R WRC driver Andreas
MikKkelsen-closed the gap from ten to
three seconds going into the final day.

Latvalaexplained: “WhenIwashaving
aproblem in the Hagfors Sprint, whenI
losttimebecause my tyres werebad, I was
upsetand angry and I started to doubt
myself and bringingback thefeelingwas
avery importantrolefrom Christoph.
It’strue.Intheold days, whenIwasnot
doing well thenI would just increase the
throttleand end up in a snowbank!”

Confidence is coming
While Latvalaaccepts that he has yet
tobeat Ogier inastraight fight—his
Acropolis win last year came after the
Frenchman suffered an electrical fault—
hefeelshis confidence iscomingandhe’s
adamantthat Ogier holds no fear for him.
“Heisastrongdriver mentally and all
theelements he has, he is very difficult
tobeat,” said Latvala. “But thefirst thing
isthat youshould never be afraid —if
youareafraid then youcan’tachieve
anything. Youneed to have therespect,
but youneednottobe afraid.
“Afterthisrally he will be even stronger
comingtoMexico-hehasabigpassion
for winning, but overall it’simportant to

Latvala’s first Swedrsh win in 2008

think about things and if there’sarally
whereIcan’tbeathim thenIback off and
wait for the next one. Even when you are
drivingagainst the best driver, youcan
stillwin with tactics.”

Ogier stunned with awesome speed as
heracedback through thefield tosixth
place, having spent more than four
minutes inasnowbank on the Lesjofors
stage on Friday morning. Latvala
admitted that, without Ogier’saccident,
hisvictory would have been alot harder.

“There’snodoubt,” said Latvala,
“withoutthat mistake, he would have
been very difficult to beat. He was good
atsavinghistyresin the places where the
gravel was coming through and this was
somethingI was struggling with.”

Assoonashewasback ontheroad,
Ogiermade it clear he had one objective.

“Wewillgoforit,” hesaid atlunchtime
onFriday.

Latvalaadded thatnot being part of
thelead battle made Ogier’s job more
straightforward. Headded: “When you
areout, you haveless pressure and you
canpush even harder because youdon’t
need to worry about makingamistake
any more. He was very, very fast.”

Ogier’s errorx

Ogierrued amissed opportunity. He said:
“It wasmy stupid mistake.Ihad done the
hardpart-drivingfirstontheroad onthe
first day was the difficult part—and then
Imadethis stupid mistake by losing
concentration alittle bit. After thatIT had
fungoingasfastasIcould.”

Latvalaisnow desperate tomake the
mostof hisbesteverstarttotheseason.

Headded: “Thave had difficult startsto
the season somany times and not done
sogood starts. And when you areatalow
pointinthestart, it’ssodifficult-halfway
intheyear youhavealready lost your
championship. I wanted to concentrate
togetagood startforthe season-Igot
fifth in the Monte and I knew it would be
importantto getagood position over
heretokeepthetitle interesting. I've done
thatnow. What is important for me is that
Thave won afastrally —this was wherel
was strugglinglast season. It’sa good
position for me now.”

Latvala-one of the sport’s keenest
historians—wasalso quick to point out
how special his third Sweden win was.

“Thisis,” hesaid, “a very special
moment winning three times-but there
are also somelegendary drivers who have
wonmore than twotimes here.

“It’sgreattobe amongdriverslike Stig
Blomgvist, Bjorn Waldegard, Tommi
Maikinen and Marcus Grénholm.”

Finn says that psychological toughness

rewards with his win
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will help him to up his game

BY NUMBERS

Stage wins
by Latvala

Stage wins
by Ogier

WRC STANDINGS
Aftexr two of 13 rounds

1 | Jar-MattiLatvala| 40

2 | Sébastien Ogier 35 Rally Sweden

2 z\\/ladds G:ji:r? 22 wins for Latvala
ndreas Mikkelsen

5 | BryanBouffier 18 )

6 | KrisMeeke |17
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4m 30.5s

Time lost by
Sébastien Ogier
with his SS8 off

4m 29.9s

Time gap
between
Latvala and
Ogier atthe end
of the rally

o
Latvala is excited by his
strong start to the season

_ Capito says Mikkelsen exceeded expectations with battling performance at the front on Rally Sweden

Volkswagen team boss Jost Capito
has praised the speed shown

by Andreas Mikkelsen on the
Norwegian’s first visit to the
World Rally Championship
podium in Sweden last week.

The former Skoda Motorsport UK
driver was always in contention for
his first win in Sweden and Capito
says he has no doubt he will be back
at the front again later this season.

Capito praised the team’s junior
driver saying: “Last year was the
learning year for Andreas. Sébastien

[Ogier] had 6000 miles of testingin
2012 and 2013, so he was by farin
the best position and then Jari-
Matti had quite alot of tests when
hejoined, but Andreas had the
minimum testing and - you know -
there arenot a lot of test days
allowed each year.

“He did a fantastic job last year
and this year we said that where
heis confident and he has done the
rally a couple of times then he can
fight for the podium. Sweden was the
first of these and I think he has done

CITROEN HAILS MEEKE’S PACE IN SWEDEN

afantastic job, not just fighting for
the podium, but also for the victory.

“What’s impressiveis that thisis
not aresult which was given to him
by failure or mistakes of others, he
was fighting from the beginning -
setting the fast time in the first stage
—and then he was in the top all of
the weekend. That was more than
we have thought [possible] and we
have expected a lot of him this
weekend, but it was much more
[that he delivered]. Everybody in
the team has been impressed.”

Mikkelsen admitted he had
struggled to sleep on Friday night,
when he was just three seconds off
thelead with one day to go. Hittinga
snow bank in the final day’s second
stage cost him the chance of victory.
From then on, it was about his first
podium-but as he closed on that,
the nervesreturned again.

“Inthelastsection of thelaststage,
the skislope area, it’s one of the
most tricky places,” said Mikkelsen,
“my legs were shaking! It’san
incredible feeling.”

Mikkelsen: career best

PAGE 12
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Honda to open
Honda chiefs say that theirnew
F1 facility in Milton Keynes will
openinJune.The Japanese
manufactureris moving the
testand developmentof its
2015F1 enginetothe UK. The
UKplantwill handle thedyno
testing and assembly of the
new engines and will work
alongside the main plantin
Sakura City, Japan.

Sutil expects step
Adrian Sutil has predicted that his
Sauberteam will make a big step
forward intesting next week aftera
disappointing first run at Jerez.
Sauber struggled for grip in Spain
and s already rushing through a raft
of aerodynamic upgrades for
Bahrain. Sutil said: “The test was
more like arollout for us because
we didn't have all of the parts on the
carand it was very different from
how it will be in Bahrain’

David Robertson
Formula One manager David
Robertson has passed away at
the age of 70. Robertson
worked as adriver manager
alongside his son Steve and
made aname for himself by
helping young drivers break
into F1. After helping Jenson
Button into a seat with
Williams in 2000 he brokered
Kimi Radikkonen’s Sauberdeal.
Robertson had looked after
Réikkonen’s career ever since
and also helped establish top
F3 squad Double R Racing.

F1’sTVdrop

Formula One TV audiences fell by
anaverage of ten per cent last year.
The official global media report for
2013 shows that F1's worldwide
audience fell to 450 million, down
from more than halfa billion in
2012.The UK bucked the trend
with 29 million viewers, atwo per
centincrease on 2012. Bernie
Ecclestone put some of the blame
down to the dominance of four-time
world champion Sebastian Vettel
and his Red Bull Racing team.

He said: “The less than competitive
nature of the final few rounds had a
predictable impact onreach. But
the effectis exaggerated when you
consider there was one less race
last season”

Heikki’s form
Caterham head Tony
Fernandes has confessed that
Heikki Kovalainen’s
disappointing end of season
form lastterm was a factorin
the Finn notlanding a full-time
seatwith the team thisyear.
Kovalainen was heavily tipped
toreturn to F1 with Caterham
this season, but he struggled
and failed to score a point with
Lotuswhen he steppedinto
deputise forthe injured Kimi
Rédikkonen forthe lasttwo
races of last season.
Fernandes said: “We would be
lying if we said it [Kovalainen’s
form]didn’t play a partin our
decision. In any decision there
are pros and cons?”

By Rob Ladbrook

Australia next month.

toland the team the tag of
pre-season favourite.

Mercedes AMG F1 Team head
Toto Wolff has played down talk
thathis squad is favourite towin
the openingrace of theyearin

Mercedes shone duringthe
openingtestof the yearatJerezin
Spainrecently, with thefactory
team clocking up the most miles of
any squad across the four days. All
four Mercedes-engined teams also
enjoyed unrivalled reliability
duringthetest, with itsengines
covering more thantwice the
mileage of closestrival Ferrari.

Whileneither Lewis Hamilton
nor Nico Rosbergtopped any of the
daysintheir Silver Arrows, their
times were consistentenough

Wolff said it would be wrongto
read intothe peckingorder after
onetest. “In pastseasons, the
favourites after thefirstfew days of
testingare notalways in the same
positionatthefirstrace,” hesaid.

S

Wolff: cautious over form

“Ithink we have tohavea certain
degree of caution, especially at this
early stage. A few different teams
havelooked strongsofarand in
different ways. But we won’t know
thefull story for a while yet; not
even afterthefirstfewracesI
wouldn’tsay.

“Intermsof mileageI’d say we’re
ahead of schedule, while interms
of thebits and pieces we have
struggled withand with the
challengesaheadIthink we're
where we expected tobeat this

Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355
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stage. We’re some way from the full
potential and there’s afew things
thataren’tfunctioningas we’d

like them to. However we’re
proudof the carandtheteam

we have produced.”

Wolff alsosaid that hestill feared
Red Bull, despite the Milton Keynes
team enduringatorridfirsttestin
Spain (seesidebar).

“Atthisstageourenginehasan
advantage, yes, but certainly for the
longtermIwould say nowe don’t
have anadvantage,” added Wolff.
“Red Bulland Renaulthave had a
bighandicap havingnotdriven
muchatJerez, butitistooearly to
starttalkingabout overturning
hierarchies. It’snot good for F1that
amanufacturer is in trouble, butI
am sure they, both Renault and Red
Bull, will come back strongly. They
have an outstandingdriver [in
Sebastian Vettel] and they havea
strong group of people that
works very well. Lastly they
havetheresourcessothereis
noreason Red Bull won’tagain
bethebenchmark.”

uadytitiejfavo

Marko: Red Bull will regain form

Red Bull Racingadvisor
DrHelmut Marko has
told German media that
theteam’searly issues
can befixed in time for

next week’s Bahrain test.

ThenewRB10
completedjust21lapsat
Jerezduetoalitany of
overheatingand
technical issues beforea
mechanicalfailure
ended the team’s test
early on thefinal day:.

Speakingto Auto Bild
last week, Marko
explained thatthe
new RB10 would
requirearedesign
of therearend, 2
butpointedtothe = #

Marko says
RB10needsa
redesign

team’s previous formin
recoveringfrom early
teethingissues.
Markosaid: “Wedo
need toredesign certain
thingstofix the
problems. It’s very
annoying, butIkeep
remembering 2010
[Sebastian Vettel’sfirst
championship-winning
year], wealsodid not test
then for the first week.
“Adrian’s[Newey,
technical chief]
conceptwiththe
. RB10isgood in

principle-I
think our caris
. veryelegant,
- and beautiful

carsare
usually also
fast.”

Formula One chiefs to discuss qualifying changes in a bid to force cars to take to the track rather than save tyres

The FIA and Formula One teams

will meet in Bahrain next
week to discuss a host of

changestothe qualifying format

for this year.
Accordingtoreports, the
governing body will sitdown

with teams to evaluate changes
tothe currentformat inan

attempt to spice up the appeal of

Saturdays tofans. Last year

qualifying was heavily criticised

after many drivers opted not to
run inthefinal part of

qualifyingin order to save tyres

fortherace.

A number of options will be
tabled, including the provision
of dedicated sets of tyres for
qualifyingfrom Pirelli. Teams
will alsolook at extending the

length of thefinal phase to allow

extratimeforflyinglapsanda
tweak to the rules mandating
thatteamsstarttherace onthe
setof tyresthey used in Q2

instead of the Q3 set. That would
allow drivers to push flat-out for

the best time without
compromisingrace strategy.

The meeting will take place on
February 21 and any changes
are expected toberushed into
place ahead of thefirstrace of
the season on March 14-16.

’WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

> > > @VMNEWSRACING
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“It’s basically a road
car for the track’
The rise of the GT4 class, pl19

Maranello Motorsport car
held off a strong late threat

The winning Ferrari crew celebrates vitory

The Maranello Motorsport Ferraricrew
triumphed in the closest ever finish of

the Bathurst 12 Hours, taking theflag
just0.4sclear of therival HTP Motorsport
Mercedes Benzsquad.

Maranello’steam of V8Supercarace
CraigLowndes, Peter Edwards, John
Boweand Mika Salo held off afinal-lap
charge from the Mercedes SLS AMG
GT3of Harold Primat, Thomas Jiger
and Maximilian Buhk after alate safety
car closed up the pack.

Withjust20minutesremaining, the
caution period eroded Lowndes’ advantage
over Buhk, who had fought back from two
laps down after a brake issue. The pair
duelled side-by-side through Quarry with
justfiveminutesleft.

Lowndes, who has won the Bathurst 1000
V8Supercarracefive times, heldonto
clinchhisfirst 12hourtrophy.

Theteam dedicated their victory to
Danish star Allan Simonsen, whohad
raced with Maranello in previous years
and established the circuit GT31ap record
inoneof its Ferraris. Simonsen waskilled
atlastyear’s Le Mans24 Hours.

“The Mercedes was closingthe gaptous
really fast before the safety car even came
out so we were hangingon,” said Lowndes.
“Iknew the Merc would be fast in a straight
line, but the team were tellingme all week
that we had a speed advantage over the top
section of thetrack, whichIreally enjoy.I
hadtopushtogetanygapatall,justtoget
acarandahalf asabuffer, butInever
knew if it would be enough.

“Withtwo orthreelapstogoIwas
runningontheinsideline, tryingto
makehim go thelong way round. We
didn’tchange the brakeslate on and they
were fading so I'm really thankful time

ranoutbecauseI’'mnot sureIcould have
doneanotherlapatthat pace.”

Will Davison, Greg Crick and ex-Formula
Fordracer Jack LeBrocq finished third in
their Mercedes SLS AMG GT3.

It wasa tough event for the Brits. Rob
Huff wasforced out of the event after four
hours when his Rotek Racing Audi R8 LMS
developed an engine fault. The team were
onclasspole butretired with adamaged
valve spring before Huff gotastint.

Former British touring car champion
Gordon Shedden alsohad hisevent cut
shortafter his Motionsport Lotus Exige
suffered mechanical woe before an
alternator problem sidelined the car after
68laps.Ex-Carrera Cup GB star Ben Barker
restored some British cheer, helping the
Grove Group Porsche 997 GT3 Cup crew to
victory in Class Band eighth overall with
Earl Bamber and Stephen Grove.

Quesnel,who also headed up

: Peugeot’sLe Mans programme,
: couldreplace EricBoullier,who
: hasswitched to McLaren...Ex-F1

: racer Vitantonio Liuzzi will race inthe
: SuperFormula series in Japan this

: season. He has joined Honda squad
: TeamRealto contest the single-

: seaterclassina550bhp Dallara.

: Theltalian will also race for Autobacs
: Racing Team Aguriin Super GT,

: sharingaHondawith Kosuke

: Matsuura...Alexandre Prémat

: hasbeen signed by Volvo torace
! inthreeVs Supercarendurance
: eventsthis season. The ex-Audi
: sportscardriver will share

: oneofthe S60s atSandown,

: Bathurstand Gold Coast...

Former Citroén World Rally
Team boss Olivier Quesnel has
beentipped to join Formula One
thisyear and take the vacant
team principalrole atLotus.
French media has said that

Honda shook down its new generation CivicWorld
Touring Car Championship challenger at Motorland
Aragon in Spainlastweek.The carwill be drivenby
GabrieleTarquini and Tiago Monteiro in the works
team, while two others willbe run by customer squads

Tincknell in sportscar switch with Jota Sport

Formula Three frontrunner
Harry Tincknell will contest his
maiden sportscar campaign this
year after joiningup with the
Jota Sportteam.

British driver Tincknell has
beendrafted intosharethe
squad’s Zytek-Nissan Z11SN
alongsideregularracer Simon
Dolan. Tincknell, 22, islikely
tocontest the full EuropeanLe
Mans Seriesand the Le Mans 24
Hours. A third driver for the
team is yettobe announced.

Jota Sportboss Sam Hignett
explained: “Harry isahungry
youngdriver with bags of
experienceand I'm surethat
will translate through into
sportscarracing.

“There’sawealth of talented
guysemergingfrom single-

Tincknell: set to join Jota

seatersand wefeel that, in Harry,
we’ve landed one of thebest.”
Tincknell tested with Jota in
Spainlastyearand hasalso
worked with the Strakka Racing
team. Hefinished fifth inthe
FIA European F3 Championship
lastterm.

Force India grows with GP2 development arm

Force India will expand torun
inthe GP2 Seriesthisseason
afterlinking up with the Hilmer
Motorsportsquad.

Hilmer’s cars willruninthe
coloursof Vijay Mallya’s F1squad
asForceIndialookstoexpand its
youngdriver development
programme. The team will field
second-year driver Daniel Abt
and GP3frontrunner Facu
Regaliathisseason.

ForceIndiarunsa ‘Oneina

Billion’ talent search in India
that funnels promising drivers
throughkarting. Mallya said the
GP2deal allowed the team to
add anextrarungtoitsladder.
“We’vealways placed an
emphasison youngdrivers, so
the GP2deal isgreat,” hesaid.
“Havingapresence in GP2moves
usclosertohavingaholistic
development programme from
grassrootskartinguptothe
higher echelons of the sport.”

TONY
DODGINS

“Robertson had L.-
always beena Y.
sharp cookie”

erysadtosee the
passing of Dave
Robertson, Kimi
Rédikkdnen’s manager,
who succumbed to
cancer lastweekin

his early seventies.

Ifirst met himin '85, covering FF1600,
in which son Steve was racing. He phoned
up one day: would | go up to his offices
forachat?

It turned out he wanted to help Steve build a
profile with a bit of PR but didn't want him to
know. Didn’t want to be seen to be interfering.
Bit of a tall order without him knowing, | said,
but agreed to do some stuffin the local press.

He was a self-made wheeler-dealer, that
much was obvious — cars, security, window
etching, early mobile phones, under the
Midas name.

Later that same year | was organising a
magazine feature that involved a couple of
Formula Fords being driven at Brands Hatch
for half a day. It was just before the Festival
and Dave had hired the circuit exclusively,
then sub-let to the quick teams, so they could
do some meaningful testing without too many
rabbits in the way.

“It'llbe £125 foryour guysto joinin,” he said.

“Fine, | said, knowing the magazine didn’t
have abudget for it but reckoning I could
wing it. After the test | presented him with
acheque.

“But that's a personal cheque nota
company one?” he queried, looking puzzled.

“Worried it's rubber?” | laughed. “Tellyou
what, we'llhave a game of squash for it —
double or quits!”

He went foritand | relaxed. It had been a
couple of years but | used to play almost
every day and he was giving me 20 years.
There was noway...

He was due in London the next week but
insisted | go back up to his offices to play,
where he had his own court. Whichis when
Ishould have smelled arat.

The first game was no problem —9-2. Then
| broke a string. He lent me a spare racquet
that played like it'd been strung with
spaghetti. Everything | hit to the corners
came out mid-courtand on the ‘T' he was
more obstructive than Fran Cotton
(apologies ifyou're not a certain age...).

He won 3-1, loveditand | handed overa
cheque for £250. “Know what you're dealing
with, Tone!” he hooted, as he made a big play
of handing it to a gorgeous secretary and
telling her not to bankit. “The court..” | said,
“the angles seemed a bit odd?’

“Eighteen inches narrower than standard!”
he replied, laughing even harder. “Like |
say, know what you're dealing with!”

A month later, there was the £250 on my
bank statement. | knew what I'd been dealing
with. In later years | often wondered whether
Peter Sauber, Ron Dennis and Luca di
Montezemolo did! The Kimsteris avery
richman...

) AGREE/DISAGREE?
' mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Joxrdan goes alone
Reigning champion Andrew
Jordan’s Pirtek Racing team will
be without the full-time support
of engineer Adam Hardy this
year. Hardy, who is Jordan’s
brother-in-law, has tied up adeal
toworkin the DTM this season.
He will still have inputinto the
engineering of Jordan’s machine
and will be involved behind-the-
scenes with development.

Champion on track
Jordan hit the track for the first time
this year when he tested the Pirtek
Racing Honda Civic at Brands Hatch
last week. Jordan, who claimed his
maiden BTCC crown at the Kent
venue last season, said he was
working through refinements to the
two-litre turbocharged car and was
also working on some aspects of his
driving technique. “It's nice to come
back here with less pressure,” he
quipped. He was joined on track
atthe test by his new-for-2014
team-mate, championship returnee
Martin Depper.

Moffat’s Laser deal
Laser Tools has confirmed that it
will back Aiden Moffat’s first full
season in the British Touring Car
Championship. The 17-year-old
Scotwill race the ex-1P Tech
Chevrolet Cruze, which was
handled by Andy Neate and Mike
Bushell last season, under the
new Laser Tools Racing banner.

Water woe for eBay
The eBay Motors British Touring Car
Championship team was forced into
dramatic measures to halt the threat
of flooding at its Sunbury-on-Thames
base. The team, along with adjoining
businesses at its riverside base,
were forced to buy one ton of sand
bags to protect the workshops
against the rising water on Monday.
“Itis the last thing we need as we
prepare for the new season,’ said
team boss Dick Bennetts.

Airwaves gets close
The Airwaves Racing team, which
confirmed former champion
Fabrizio Giovanardi as its lead
driver last week;, itclosinginon
adeal to announce its second
driver within the next two weeks.
The team, which runs the Next
Generation Touring Car Ford
Focus, will also run a third car
under a separate banner.

Webber’s honour
Ex-F1 racer Mark Webber was
named as the recipient of the John
Nicol Trophy at the British Racing and
Sports Car Club awards evening in
Straford-upon-Avon on Saturday
night. The accolade is given annually
to those who have done the most to
promote the sport. Webber's trophy
was collected by his close friend
Wendy Jennings. All the other
BRSCC championship winners
were also crowned at the event.

Photos: Jakob Ebre!
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INGRAMIN DREAM
BTICC GRADUATION

Multiple Ginetta champ'sig

By MattJames

Rising star Tom Ingram will
graduate to the British
Touring Car Championship
with the Speedworks
Toyota team this season.

Ingram, thereigning Ginetta
GT Supercup champion, has
been workinghardonadeal
over the winter months and
finally put pentopaperonan
agreement last week.

The 20-year-old was part of
the KX Akademy for thelast two
seasons and hasbeen mentored
by Jason Plato, buthe will
strikeoutonhisownthisyear.

Ingramsaid: “Tofinally join
the BTCCisadream cometrue
forme. WhenIstarted outin
kartingmore than 12 yearsago,
notforoneseconddidIever
believe thatIwould get tomake
itthisfar.

“It’'sbeenalong winter trying
toputeverythingtogether. The
BTCCisacolossalleap
financially —pretty much the
cost of four years’ Ginetta
racingallrolled into one! We
had sponsorshipleadsthat
looked promising only tothen
fallthrough and there were
times whenIgenuinely didn’t
think it was goingto happen,
which was heart-breaking.

“Itwill beatremendous
challenge and weneed to

Ginetta Junior title in 2010

remainrealistic—it’sshapingup
tobe thetoughest seasonin
BTCChistory, I'llbeupagainsta
lot of seriously accomplished
guys. Lookingat the calibre of
thefield, simply gettingintothe
points will bean achievement.”
Speedworks boss Christian
Dick said thathe wasaimingto
helpIngramlearn. This will be
Ingram’sfirstfull seasonina
front-wheel-drive car, although
hemadea guestappearance in
anMGZR lastseason.
“Tomhasstood outasone
of thebrightest youngtalents

Turkingtonwasin the hunt for the title until the final’ 13 meeting

Tom Ingram

Age: 20 From: High Wycombe
2014: BTCC with Speedworks
Motorsport Toyota Avensis

2013: Ginetta GT Supercup, G55
Class winner, 11 wins

2012: Ginetta GT Supercup,

risingupthroughtheranksfora
few yearsnow,” said Dick. “He’s
won thetitle in every carracing
championshiphe’sentered, and
off thetrack, heisextremely
professional and always
presents himself very well. We

willgive him asmuch assistance

aswecanandeverythinghe
needstofeel relaxed and
comfortable and get up to speed
asquickly aspossible.
“Wearebeingsensible and
won’tbe putting Tom under any
pressuretogooutthereand
deliver immediateresults.”

Ingram will handle a
Speedworks Avensis

ns torace a Speedworks Toyota this term

G55 Class third, six wins

2011: Ginetta GT Supercup, G50
Class winner, ten class wins

2010: Ginetta Junior Championship,
winner, five wins

2009: GinettaJunior Championship, 12th
2001-2008: Karting

Ingram is a rising star

Turkington to lead eBay Motors’ title push

Teamboss Dick Bennetts saysthe
eBay Motors squad can challenge
for championship honoursthis
season by using the continuity of
itsdriverline-up.

The 2009 champion Colin
Turkington will spearhead the
team’s challenge inits1Series
BMWs. He willonce again be
joined by Rob Collard and Nick
Foster. Turkington, 31, wasinthe
titlefight until thefinal meeting
last season despite it beinghis
first year inanew-spec Next
Generation Touring Car.

Bennettssaid theteamhad
worked hard on therear-wheel-
drive car over the closed season,
and the team was in the wind
tunnel again on Monday this

week tocheck winter tweaks.

Bennettssaid: “We were late
gettingthe project togetherlast
year, butnow we have had time
tolearnfrom the things we
discovered in 2013 and develop
the car. Having consistency will
helpus, because we will be able to
work on the same type of feedback
aswehadlast year. Colin was in
thetitlehuntinacarthat was
brand new, so with extratime and
thinkingbehind it, we will be able
topush forwards.”

Turkington becomes the
seventh champion on thegrid,
alongside Fabrizio Giovanardi,
Alain Menu, Jason Plato, Matt
Neal, Gordon Shedden and
Andrew Jordan.

Austin says new
Audi will be a star

British Touring Car
Championshiprace

winner Rob Austin says
improvementstohis Audi
Adwillturnitintoaregular
winner this season.

The 33-year-old, whorecently
conducted a testsession at
Silverstone, said tweakstothe
set-up of the carhavereaped
rewards. Austin’s Adisthe
only seatleftonthe BTCC
grid forthis year after the
confirmation of theline-
upsateBay Motorsand
Speedworks Motorsport.

“Weare better prepared than
ever before,” said Austin. “We
proved last year that we can
runatthefront. This yearthe
carislighter and faster, my
boyshavedoneastunningjob
onthisyear’sbuild of [the
team’s second car] ‘Sherman’
and for thefirst time we have
consistency in the rear-wheel-
driveregulations.”

Austinsaid thathewasin
talks with driversabout the
second car. Austinadded: “T
canneither confirm or deny
any rumours that wearein
discussions with [former Audi
BTCC champion] Frank Biela
aboutmakingareturn.”

BTCC racer Wrathall
jailed for road crash

British touring carracer Frank
Wrathall has been jailed for 21
monthsafteraroad traffic
accidentlast year.

Wrathall’s van was involved ina
fatal collision with a cyclistonthe
A5in Lancashire in May 2013.
Wrathall pleaded guilty toa
chargeof carelessdrivingand
was sentenced last week. He was
alsodisqualified from driving for
four years after the hearingat
Liverpool Crown Court.

Wrathall was the Ginetta G50
champion in 2010 before entering
intothe BTCC with hisfamily run
Dynojetteam. He was tenth in the
standings in the 2012 campaign
withavictory in thefinal meeting
of theseason at Brands Hatch in
his Toyota Avensis.

The team’s assets have been sold
to United Autosports, which will
haveitsmaiden campaignin the
category this year with James
Coleand Glynn Geddiedriving.

Wrathall will serve 21 months
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“I put more pressure on

myself than others do”

Sam Brabham'’s racing hopes, p18

JTR driver Cammish
dominated last year

SOUTH AFRIGAN KRUGER
TO HEAD JTR'S FORD PUSH

Top MSA Formula Ford Championship of
Great Britainsquad JTR willrun three

carsinthisyear’schampionship.

Kruger, 25, contested a part-campaign
of Formula Ford lastseasonand took a
singlerace win on his way tosixth inthe

amountsof datafromDan’scarlastseason
that can help him run at the front. We feel
thisisagreatdeal.”
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VIATT
JAMIES

“The BRSCC is ¢
working hard to &
recruit officials”

twastimetodontheblacktie
again on Saturday and head to
Stratford-upon-Avon for the British
Racing and Sports Car Club’s
awards ceremony. The annual
prize-giving season just seems to
getlongerandlonger...

It's always a cause for celebration when
champions get together to mark the achievements
of the past season — but there was much more
to the message on Saturday night than just the
action that had taken place on the race track over
the last 12 months.

It was a good time to reflect of the landmarks that
the organising club has managedto chalk upin
the previous season, and the message from the
BRSCC s arefreshingly positive one amid the
tough landscape. The clubis on a steady footing
and it has some stand out championships that are
delivering just what the racers want.

It has been possible thanks to the efforts of

The Bedford team captured itsfirst
British Ford title when itran Daniel
Cammish toadominant21 race victories
inlastseason’s championship. JTR has
signed South Africanracer Jayde Krugerto
drive the team’s first Mountune-powered
Mygaleand is close tosealingdeals with
two other drivers.

championship with Jamun Racing.
“It’squite simple, we want to win the
championshipagain thisseason,” said
team head and Porsche factory racer Nick
Tandy. “Jayde cametous because that’s
histargetandhe’s fully capable of winning
races. Hehastheexperienceand the
racecrafttosucceed and we have great

Tandy also dismissed earlier speculation
that his team would leave Ford this year to
concentrate on other programmes, such
as Formula Renault: “It was always in our
planstodo Formula Ford. It’'sa great
championship and we want to support
it. Having three drivers in our team shows
our commitment.”

the crew at headquarters, led by Drew Furlong,
and due to the stewardship of chairman
Bernard Cottrell. It seems that there are some very
careful hands on the tiller of the Kent club.

One ofthe BRSCC's flagship initiatives over
the past couple of seasons has been the

North American duo join Irish Renault team

Cliff Dempsey Racing will
returntothe Protyre Formula
Renault Championship this
seasonrunningabrace of North
Americandrivers.

TheIrish squad will field cars
for Travis Jordan Fischer and
Patrick Dussault. The deal
markstheteam’sreturntothe
gridafterayear’sabsence.

Fischer, 20, from California, is
atriplesingle-seater champion
inthe USA having won the
Formula Car Challenge
National and regional Western
Conferencetitles,as wellas
the SCCA Majors Western
Championship. All feature
Mazda-powered single-seaters.

Dussault, 22, from Quebec,
Canada, graduatestoslicks-
and-wingsracing having found
hisfeet inthe Skip Barber
Summer Series.

Fischer: California kid

Team head Cliff Dempsey
said: “TJ wantstomove into Pro
Mazdanext season so Renault
isthe best championshipto
prepare himforthat.

“Idon’tknow how fast they
willlearn and the British
championship isalways very
competitive.

“We’ll start testingboth guys
earlynextmonth.”

VW Cup poised for big grids after early rush

The Volkswagen Racing Cup is set
fora capacity grid after 30 drivers
signed up for the championship.
Theseries, which supportsthe
British GT Championship, will
feature two overseasracesat
Spa-Francorchamps in July.
“Wehavenever experienced
suchlevelsof interestthisearlyin
theseason,” said championship
manager Matt Walker. “We have
30 paid-upregistrations with half
adozen more on their way. We had

avery strong2013and with

better policing, regulationsand
scrutineering we upped our game.
The quality of thegrid hasbeen
proven with high profiledrivers
such as Ross Wylieand Martin
Depper makingthe step toBritish
GTandtouringcars.

“Notallof theregistrationsare
for every round butIsuspect
capacity gridsat sometracks.
Places willbeavailableona
first come, first served basis.”

GT4 champion steps hack to learn about GT3

Reigning British GT4champion
Ryan Ratcliffe will contest a part-
season with Triple Eight Race
Engineeringin GT3 this year.
The Welshman captured last
year’s British GT classtitle
drivingalongside Rick Parfitt Jr
in an Optimum Motorsport
Ginetta G50 GT4. Hehad planned
tostepuptothetopflight GT3
category thisterm, buthas
instead opted tojoin theleading
888 Optimum team for a slimmed
down programme that will
incorporate more test mileage.

“Iwanttobethefull package
whenlIgointo GT3,” said Ratcliffe.
“I'have pace, but you need more
thanthattobeawinnerin GT3.1
willmake somerace appearances
inthe BMW Z4 GT3, butI want to
settle into the formula before
goingupagainst Richard
Westbrook or Nick Tandy.”

Ratcliffe islikely to contest two
racesintheZ4in GT Cupor
Britcar. The BMWs will be
crewed in British GT by Joe
Osborne/Lee Mowle and Derek
Johnston/Luke Hines.

Americanracer Camren
Kaminsky will graduate into
British F3this season with
Double RRacing.

The 19-year-old from
Scottsdale, Arizona, isthe
team’ssecond signing
alongside Andy’ Chang Wing
Chung. The pair willrace
Mercedes-powered Dallaras.

Kaminsky contested the
MSA Formula Ford
Championship of Great

Double R Snaps up Arizona racer for F3

Britainlastseason with the
JTRteam. Hescored four
podium finishes and took his
single win at Silverstone.

“Camren isafantastic
prospect,” said Double Rboss
Anthony ‘Boyo’ Hieatt.

“The step up to F3from Ford
isstillatoughone, even with
Ford now running wings.

“Camrenhasalottolearn
buthe’smadeanimpactinthe
juniorlevels.”

recruitment drive for volunteer clerk of the
courses and officials who willgo on to staff race
control at club race meetings.

While much work is done throughout various
national campaigns to spread the appeal of
trackside marshalling, the work that goes on
inside race control can often remain shrouded
in mystery. It is of equal importance, and the
declining numbers of those who are qualified to
head up arace meeting meantthe BRSCC
decided to take action.

Caottrell, who is also the chairman of the Motor
Sport Association’s volunteer officials advisory
panel, said on Saturday night that he was going
to prevail upon the governing body to extend its
involvement in this kind of recruitment drive with
financial backing, which is a very positive idea.

Not only will this kind of background work benefit
the BRSCC, it will be a boost to the whole of the
national scene as qualified clerks can easily swap
between organising clubs.

There are all kinds of championships springing
up to attract new —and ever younger —
competitorsin to the sport. There isn't the same
zeal to attract the volunteers who will help provide
the backbone for the meetings into which this
influx of budding competitors want to take part.

Itis all very well having a grid full of cars but if
there is no one to operate the meetings, it will be
acompletely pointless exercise.

The Motor Sports Association is very proactive
when it comes to initiatives for marshals — after alll,
last year was the Year of the Volunteer — but there
is always more that can be done.

By working with the BRSCC and building on
the groundwork that is has already done, hopefully
the MSA and sport as a whole can take another
step towards galvanising the future generation
of officials, who are as important as the future
generation of racing drivers.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

mn.letters@haymarket.com

@,
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:ig el?tlgfwsvil)mmpth Scandinavians to
umno growt
Kumho BMW Championship bolster GT4 squad

chiefs say last season’s
oversubscribed meetings

have forced it to split its grids for
this season.

The series averaged 30-car
gridslast season including sold
outrounds andreservelists at
Oulton Park and Brands Hatch.
Championship boss Trevor Ford
hastaken the step of splitting
the quicker Class A carsfromthe
restof thefield and running
them in aseparaterace in
order to provide better racing
for competitors.

“We’vehad lots of Class A
interest for this season,” said
Ford. “I'm aiming for a dedicated
25-car grid. The cars are too
quick compared to the Class B
machines butthatalsoallowsa
better form of racingfor the
other classes. They don’t have to
worry about keeping an eye out
for the Class A cars behind them
and canenjoyracingonagrid
which is still packed. It’s already
attracted drivers back to the

NEWSE

LIVERTVISPOT'S

"Protyre]l F%lrmula Renault/amonginew/additions to MotorsTV events

SIGEI]

! will star at Snetterton

Century Motorsport head
Nathan Freke says the team
isgearingup for its biggest
ever attack on the British GT
Championship’s GT4class,
running atleast two cars.
Century will field two
Ginetta G55 machines in the
full championship this term
after signing Norwegian GT
racer Aleksander Schjerpen
and Swedish sportscar
champion Morten Dons. The
pairjoin Tom Oliphant and
reigning British GT4
champion Rick Parfitt Jr.
Freke said: “This will
undoubtedly be our biggest
year of British GT and
interest in the GT4 class is
really picking up this season.
To have drivers for two cars
done and dusted soearly isa
huge boost because we can
now get down to testing.
“Both Aleksander and
Morten are quick and proven
youngdrivers. They have

championship.” E By Rob Ladbrook e ‘- DRAFT SCHEDULE greatexperience of the
Ginetta sothe G55 won’tbea
- The MotorsTV Live MotorsTV Live Race Days big step up. They’1l have work
Easykart champion - Racedayseries will return Donington Park todotolearnthe tracks
= with a new format for March22/23 though. We have the title in
torace Glnetta GTS this season. Featured series: our sightsthis year.”
Former World and British Thisyearthesatellite B Kumho BMWs Schjerpen finished third in
Easykart champion Luca Hirst channel will screen three B Max5 Racing Championship the GT4 division of the
will graduate into the Ginetta five-hourlive programmes B Caterham Graduates Swedish GT championship
GT5 Challenge this season. coveringthe cream of British B Classic Touring Cars last term, while Dons
The 19-year-old claimed the clubmotorsport. For thefirst B MG Owners' Club Championship dominated the Swedish
World title at Castelletto in Italy timeall therace meetings will B Keyline.com Classic Ginetta GT5 Challenge.
in 2011 and took the British title betwo-day events, with E}- _ Formula Ford 1600 Warwickshire team
the following year. He moved the Saturday given overto 2 s n Century alsoruns carsin the
into the popular Super One KGP thelive broadcast of races MotorsTV will show three 11ve club meetings this year Silverstone International Ginetta GT Supercup.

Championship last season. (seesidebar). June7/8

The Leeds-based racer isthe Snetterton willhostan milestonethis year as we’ve “Silverstone will be abig Featured series:
first karter to enter carracing event for thefirsttime, with now done ten programmes challenge for us because B Kumho BMWs - m -
through a partnership between racesfortheProtyre Formula andaired morethan50hours we’ve packed the schedule B Caterham Graduates Flttl paldl Jr toreturn
Ginetta and the Easykartand Renault Championship of thebestBritishclubracing and wehavetomakeevery B Classic Touring Cars to Prﬂtyre Ilenault
Formula KGP championships. leadingthe schedule. andtheresults show that minute count. We havethe GT B Superkarts 250
Ginetta boss Lawrence Theracedayshaverecorded there’sarealappetiteforthis Cuponfora45-minuterace B GTCup Pietro Fittipaldi, the
Tomlinson isaimingto develop solid viewingfigures. Last type of coverage. There were theretoprovide amixture of grandson of double F1 world
driverstoeventually represent May’sevent from Castle timeslast year when our race formats for viewers. Snetterton champion Emerson, will
themarque in its future assault Combe had more than 11,000 viewer figures spiked above “Bymakingall of our ERugust 30/31 return to Protyre Formula
onthe Le Mans 24 Hours. viewers, more than those for the World Rally meetings double-headers Featured series: Renault this year.

“We are delighted to have Luca MotorsTV’s coverage of the Championship on MotorsTYV, we’re able to pick and choose B Protyre Formula Renault The Brazilian will be one of
on board for 2014,” Tomlinson AmericanLeMans Series, which shows thelevel formats. We’ve stuck with Renault Clio Cup four drivers run by
said. “He has shown tremendous NASCAR Nationwide Series, of interest. short,sharpraces,and now Clubmans defending champion team
talentin kartingand has been on V8Supercarsand British GT “We’reexcited about the that we have the Sunday too Mark Godwin Racing.

the Ginettaradar for a while.”
Hirstsaid: “My goal istofinish

alltheracesIstartand gainas

much experience as possible.”

AF Corse will run

thatmonth.
Series producer Magnus
Lairdsaid: “We’vehita

schedulefor this year as we
havetwonew circuits,and
higher profileseries.

we can offer drivers entering

Max5 Racing Championship

extratrack timeand the
possibility of extraraces.”

|
| |
B HistoricV8s
| |
|

Ginetta Racing Drivers' Club

AFCORSEAT __

wavoy

GT4 growth to result in big British GT grids

British GT manager Benjamin
Franassoviciis predicting
sell-out gridsforthisyear’s
championship after confirming
that 28 entry feeshave already
beenreceived.

With just over three months
remaininguntil the opening
round of the seriesat Oulton
Park on Easter weekend, only

different marques signed up.
“Interestforthisseasonhas
been phenomenal, but we're
goingtokeep workingtosell out
thegrid,” said Franassovici.
“The GT3class ishugely
strongasalways but thelargest
growth we’ve seen has come
from GT4. We’ve worked
hardtopromote the classand

MGR, whichran Chris
Middlehurst to the British
title last season, will field
series returnees Fittipaldi
and Matteo Ferrer alongside
Radical convert Colin Noble
Jr and 16-year-old Indian
driver Tarun Reddy.

Fittipaldi finished eighth
in the points last year during
asplit campaign in which he
alsowon aracein the BRDC
Formula Four
Championship. He will focus
solely on the Renault class
and a European testing
programme this term.

Ferrer was 14th in the
points table last year, while
Noble switches to the team
having dominated the entry

car for Thai racer = five g}rid slotsremain forthe getit e.xtra cover'ftge and level Radical SR1 Cup
openingevent. attention and we’re now last season. Reddy was a
. - - - The currententry includes 20 gettingmany more winner in the MRF single-
AF Corse to run second British GT Ferrari 458 Italia for super Thai guy GT3specmachinesand eight career-focused drivers coming seater classin India.
entries into the GT4 category, inasit’saperfectclasstoleary S Team head Mark Godwin

Ferrari worksteam AF Corse will

Pasin Lathourasand an as-yet-

metotakemy career,” said

which willfeature its most

theropesof GTracing.”

said: “We have four very

runasecond458 GT3inthisyear’s  unnamedteammate. Lathouras. “It’'sgoingtobe abig, diversegridever withfive Feature: GT4revamp, page 19 strong young drivers and
British GT Championshipfora Lathouras won the Ferrari bigtestbutIthink I'mready for our aim is to win the title.
young Thairacer. Challenge AsiaPacific British GT.I'm comfortable with People underestimated how

TheItalian squad had already
sealedareturntoBritaintorun
Aaron Scottand John Dhillonina

championshiplastterminhis
second season in the class, taking
nine winsfrom14races.

AF Corsehavingdriven with
them afew timeslast year. They
push meonand have great

tough Pietro’s learning
curve was last year, and he
showed flashes of talent. He

458Ttalia GT3. It willnow fielda
second car for 20-year-old driver

D FOUR BRITONS WILL LINE UP IN WORLD KZ KARTING THIS YEAR

“It’sbeen my dreamtorace in
Europe, which is the best place for

engineers.Ilook forward to
representing Thailand.”

has a great chance of
winning races this year.”

> > D>PAGE30
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F3 winner toearna
Radical test outing

The winner of this year’sF3
Cup contest will win atestina
works Radical SR8 RX worth
more than £5000.

The MotorSport Vision
Racing-led championship
has partnered up with Radical
Sportscars to offer the test in
the 430bhp machine with the
works team.

Radical head Phil Abbott
said: “We’ve been impressed
with the talent in the F3 Cup
and with their experience of
aerodynamic single-seaters
the champion should have no
problem getting to grips with
asportscar that offers the
performance of an LMP2 car.

“It will give the winner areal
insightinto the world of top-
level sportscarracing.”

Morris to Renault
with Caterham help

SebMorrisbelieves that
supportfrom the Caterham
Formula One Team can help
him emulate Matt Parry and
fight for the Formula Renault
Northern European Cup
thisseason.

Morris, 18, from Marford,
was announced as the newest
member of the Caterham F1
Driver Academy schemelast
week. The deal meansthat
Morriswillruninhismaiden
year of the NEC with financial
supportand trainingfrom
the F1squad. His Fortec
Motorsports-run car will
race inthe F1team’slivery,

Morrisfollows in the wheel
tracks of Welshmanand
McLaren Autosport BRDC
Award winner Matt Parry;,
who dominated the NEC this
year and willnow graduate
into the Formula Renault
Eurocup. Morris said:
“Joining Caterham ishuge. K
Matt issomebody Ilook up to ;Z,
andnow I'mfollowing in his
footsteps by beingwith
Caterham andracinginthe
NEC.I’'mlookingtowinthe
titlejustas Matt did. With the
supportandfacilities that
CaterhambringsThavealll
need tomakeithappen.”

Festival winner joins
virtual fund raiser

A host of Formula Ford
Festival legends will take part
in avirtual version of the event
later this month toraise money
to support former category
star Neil Cunnigham.

The Virtual Formula Ford
Festival is being organised by
The Race Hut in Slough and
will take place on Sunday.
Cunningham is battling motor
neurone disease.

Dave Coyne [1990 winner],
Jonny Kane [’94 runner up]
and Michael Vergers ['89
runner up] will race. Others
include Jason Plato, Johnny
Mowlem, Darren Turner,
James Calado, Ian Flux and
Jamie Campbell-Walter.

For information on the event
or to enter contact The Race
Hut’s David Goode via
sales@theracehut.com.

—

Malvern will switch

an efforttoreignite his career
after joining the Radical SR3
Challenge with the expanding
Kevin Mills Racing team.
Formula Ford and Formula
Renault champion Malvern
hassignedtoraceanew SR3
alongside Castle Combe FF1600
graduate Nick Jones in the full
British championship.
Thedealmarks Malvern’s
firstfull season-long campaign
since helifted the Formula
Renault BARCtitle in 2012.
Malvern already hasastrong
relationship with the Kevin
Millsteam, having won last
year’s Walter Hayes Trophy
contest in one of the Wiltshire
+ squad’s Spectrum 011Bs.

+  “Ineedtobecompetingon

aregularbasisafteravery
frustrating yearlast season,
soI'mreally thankful for KMR
and Nick for throwing me this
lifeline,” said Malvern, 24, from
Barkingside. “I came close to
deals on the BTCC support
package ormovingto America
but they never came together
solhavetolook atmy options
and sportscarsisone of the
best bets.
“Radicalisagreat
#= 1 company and if this

' getsmestarted onthe
sportscar or GT career

tosportscarracing thisyear in

L

Malvern hopes Radical

can be a career boost
ladderthenithastobeagood
thing. Itgivesmeachanceto
prove myself in something
otherthan single-seaters.”

Kevin Millsadded: “We’ve

beenlookingatdiversifying
forawhile and when Nick came
tome with theideaof runninga
Radical SR3, itmade sense.
Scott’satopdriverand
hasprovedthattimeand
timeagain.It'llbe greatto get
himoutthere.”

i1 e

Vauxhall will unveil its racing concept, theVXR
Extreme, atthe Geneva Motor Shownext month.The
Extreme will celebrate the tenth anniversary of the
firm’s tuning arm and the production-based raceris
setforalimited build run.The carisanupdate of the
Opel Astra Cup machinesthatranintheVLN Endurance
Serieslastyear.It could feature aforced-induction
two-litre engine capable of producing over 300bhp

MALVERN OPTS FOR
SPORTSCAR SEAT

British single-seater star Scott
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®Malvern will dovetail his
Radical campaign with selected
rounds of James Beckett’s
Champion of Brands FF1600
series. Malvernwillenter in
Kevin Mills’ Spectrum 011B.
“Ican’timagineatime when
Iwon’tenjoy driving FF1600,”
hesaid. “Thadagreattimeat
the WHT last season so it will be
goodtodomoreroundsandI
willdefend the Walter Hayes
Trophy in November.”

Malvern took WHT in ’13 |

Split grids to henefit Magnificent Sevens

Bossesof the Classic Sports Car
Club will split this year’s
Magnificent Sevens grid to create
closer competition within its
classes after many meetings sold
outlastseason.
Morethan110driversregistered
for the seriesin 2013 and there
werereserves and waitinglistsfor
itsmeetings at Snetterton and
Brands Hatch. The grids will be
splitso Caterham carsupto 1800cc
and 185bhp will compete in one
40-minuterace, and the higher-
powered machines over 185bhp
and bike-engined racers will
compete onaseparate grid. CSCC
headshavealso introduced a class
for carsupto125bhp.
“Thisisexciting,” CSCC
assistant club secretary David
Smitheram said. “Ttdoesn’t
guarantee full grids, ithas given
usthecapacity toattractnew
driverstotheseries. Someof the
lower-powered Sevens drivers
may have become frustrated with

thenumber of more powerful
cars, such as Supersports, coming
in. Wedidn’t want them to feel like
they were making up thenumbers
and leave the championship.”

Smitheram said the new class
will also increase thelevel of
competition: “The difference of
performance between the Sevens
carsistoogreat. Thissplitallows
usthefreedomtogive drivers,
such asthose in Roadsports, the
chancetoclaimaclasswinand
stand on the podium.”

Sevens grids are full up

ROUND THE

:qu

LAWRENCE
HOWLETT

Age: 30 From:Wellingborough,
Northamptonshire

Fun Cup regular is switching
back to sprint racing this year

He comes from a family
ofracers

“My dad has owned a car parts
centre so've been changing
gearboxes and clutches since |
was six years old. We had land
nearby inahorse paddock where
Iwould flash around in a Mini. My
dad also took partinralliesinan
Escort Mk1 and competed against
Martin Brundle in his earlier years”'

He karted with future
motorracingstars

“My first kart meeting was at
Beccles circuit but the highlight
of my nine yearsin the sport was
being crowned the Cadet Super
Club champion at Kimbolton in
1994 against future stars like Lewis
Hamilton, Gary Paffettand Luke
Hines. | took the title despite not
winning a single race during the
season. Consistency was key''

Hetookanextended
break from the sport

“In 2000 | was growing like mad
and was 12kgs over the weight
limit. It lost me time and money ran
out. So | focused on education and
getting a careerin web design for
thefollowing tenyears.”

Heturnedhishandto
enduranceracing
“lalways wanted to get backinto
racing. | went to the Autosport
Showin 2011 andjoined the Fun
Cup series. lwas hooked once
again. Endurance racing requires
adifferent mind set to sprinting. My
first venture to the Spa 25 Hours
didn't go so well though. lwas
involved in ahuge multi-car shunt
at Pouhon and wrote the car off.
The nextyear I returned to help
take class victory and fifth overall”

He’sswitchingtoa
Mazdas this year
“I'mmoving backto sprintracing
asaworks teamdriver for Triple-R
inthe BRSCC Mazda MX-5
SuperCup.| enjoyed endurance
racing and the Fun Cup has
unrivalled track time. But | hated
getting out of the carand passing it
over to someone else. | wanted to
prove I can doiton my own, andthe
SuperCup has a competitive grid”’

Heloves flying high

“l enjoy technical and logical
hobbies, so along with half
marathon running and cross-
country mountain biking, |have a
pilot's licence. It's about precision
whichis whyllove the racing!’

Howlett will tackle Mazdas

D THE RISE AND RISE OF THE BRITISH GT4 CLASS
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COUGHTRIE

BAge: 59 Lives: Ayr
Backin an Escort Mk2 after
a2B-year gap

He started asa co-driver
“Irallied inthe 1980s, co-driving
for Jim Cartyin BTRDA eventsin
Escort Mk2. Then | did the Escort
Turbo Challenge with Alastair
McSkimming up against people
like Mark Lovell. But | always
wanted to drive and so | bought
an Escort from David Sutton. It
was abrand new carin 1978 that
he hadn'tused”

Hehassuccessinthe
Ford Escort
“Thatwasinabout 1981 and | did
the Scottish Tarmac Championship
withitto try and get used to driving
it. It was originally built with a
1300cc Hoyle engine, which

was undriveable unless you were
AriVatanen. So we changed it
foratwo-litre and we were
reasonably successful”

Hethenwentfora
four-wheel-drive car
“Then | moved into the forests
andfinished second in Division 2.
In 1991, Ibought a Mitsubishi
Galant VR4 and we did the
Scottish Championship and the
bestresultwas 11th overallon
the Scottish Rally”

Hetook partinthe
British Championship
“It was a car that was easy to drive
and it was misleading about how
fastyou were going. There was a
Gp N Subaru Legacy for sale at
Prodrive so | bought thatand in
1993 or'94 we did the British
Championship. We won GpN

on the Pirelli but it all fell apart with
an offin Ulster”

Hethentookalongbreak
“With kids and a business, | quit
rallying and sold the car. But | kept
the Escortand it satin the garage
with a blown head-gasket. Back
then, you couldn’t give them away.’

Hereturnedin2011

“| gotin contact with David Sutton
and it went into his museum. When
the museum was disbanded, |
could have sold it but decided to
go backto rallying aftera 16-year
gap.ldidthe Wyedeanin 2011
and had abig crash!

He’s enjoying his
rallying return

“One of the appeals of the R.A.C.
isthatitencompasses stages we
didonthe 1994 RAC. | enjoyed last
year and the pace is coming along
now I'm getting used to pacenotes!

Coughtne rallying return

Race Retro delights, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence and Jakob Ebre)

l,{f?{fr llr—,/ L
L LU =N WU

= = Ry

BHITON TO REALISE
'NEW ZELAND DREA

- Ford man Squires plots an attack on the Silver Ford Rally in November :

familiar Ford Escort Mk2to
New Zealand for the event.
“ThiswasthethingI most
wanted to do,” said the Stoke-
on-Trentdriver whois 50
tomorrow (February 13).
“SinceIsawthe coverage
of the2012eventonthe TV,I
couldn’t think of anything
elseI’'dratherdo.I'lltakeitas
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- ByPaul Lawrence Therally runsfrom
November 8-15and will cover
over 700 classic gravel stage
mileson SouthIsland, starting
atPictonandfinishingat
Queenstown. Atleasthalf a
dozen other UK crewsare
expected totackle therally.
Hewill belooking foralocal
co-driver as histwin brother

rally spares business. “I’'ve got

alotof organisingtodoandI’ll

needtofindalocalservice 5

crew,” said Phil. t=
Thetwinbrothers will contest

theR.A.C. Championshipand

areaimingtorebuild theircar.

“I'lldoanother three or four

gravel events this yearand

then start getting the carready

Phil Squires says contesting
the Silver Fern Rally in New
Zealand this November will
be the biggest adventurein
arallying career spanning
three decades.

Squires will tackle the
sensational gravel rally as

- a50thbirthday presentto aholiday and it willbe my Mick, who usually co-drives, tobeshipped in September.

himself and will ship his biggestevertrip.” willstay in the UK torun their T'llbeaway for three weeks.”
Lloyd plots an epic Carlisle hosts R.A.C.
trip to Monte Carlo summer celebration

Manhattan-based Brit Owain
Lloyd will borrow the Sunbeam
Alpine of Robin Eyre-Maunsell
totackle the CRA Winter
Challenge to Monte Carlo,
which starts from Race Retro
on February 23.

He will team up with hugely
experienced co-driver Peter Scott
for the five-day rally, but they face
araceagainsttimetogettothe
startastheyareattendingthe
Paddy Hopkirk Gala in Belfast
thenight before the rally starts.

Ulsterman Scott said he just
couldn’t miss the Hopkirk event:
“Owain will fly direct from New
York to Belfast and we both fly
from Belfast to East Midlands

The DMACK Carlisle Stages

on Saturday, June 21, will form

the core of asummer party for

the WWRSR.A.C. Championship.
The Friday morningbefore

therally will feature ashakedown

stage, which will be open to

championship contendersto

give Sponsors, service crews,

family, guestsand media a taste

of forestrallying. After

scrutineeringon Friday there will

be abarbecue for crew members.
“We wanted a mid-season social

gettogetherfortheR.A.C.and

the Carlisle Stages isthe ideal

event,” said championship

manager Colin Heppenstall.
Saturday’srally will cover45

The restored RS2000 will be shown and do demonstration runs
Well-known Escort to return to public arena

The Gp 1 Ford Escort RS2000
used by Peter Clarke in the
1978 RAC Castrol Autosport
Rally Championship has
just come out of asix-month
rebuild for Clarke to use on
demonstration events.

The car bears the famous

PCA Motorsport operation in
the 1970s and 1980s. It will
runinInternational Paint and
Total Oil livery.

“The caris as good asnew and
will used on selected demos
and show events throughout
the country,” said Clarke.

on Sunday, arrivingat midday registration ‘PCA 42’, which The project has been stagemiles in the Kershopeand
before we dash to Stoneleigh for was used on a variety of completed by Ramsport UK Newcastleton forest complexes
the 1400hrs start.” works-assisted Fords from his in Denbighshire. with a1500hrsfinish.

Formula Ford legend Dave Coyne keen on a Thruxton return

between 1984 and 1989, including
in works Van Diemens. “Ihadago
ina Formula Ford at the Walter
Hayesthree yearsago, butit was
verylastminute,” said Coyne.
Thisyearhewillracea Ferrari
308GTB in Masters events.

Dave Coyne, the Formula Ford
star of the 1980s, says he would
lovethe chancetoraceat
Thruxton again when Historic
Formula Ford features in the
Easter Revival meeting.
“Thruxton ismy favourite

track,” said Coyne, whohasraced
inhistorics overrecent seasons.
“I'dlovetojump intoacar.Ihad
thelaprecordthere in FF1600
and FF2000.”

Coynescored eight major
Ford victoriesathislocal track

Coyne’s Walter Hayes run

D MEET THE NEXT GENERATION OF THE BRABHAM DYNASTY
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‘Fittipaldi’s F2 car
will be on display’

Duez tackles Spa
The demonstration section of
the Boucles de Spa will include
Belgian ace MarcDuezinan MG
Metro 6R4. Running ahead of the
main field will be adozen Group
A and Group B cars of the 1980s
and 1990s and Duez will drive
the 6R4 now owned by Christian
Kelders and Christophe Jacob.
Other Group B cars in action will
include a Peugeot205T16 and
apairof Audi quattros.

Tony Crook

Tony Crook, the former grand prix
driver and owner of Bristol Cars, died
recently aged 93. He contested the
British GP at Silverstone in 1952
(Frazer Nash) and ayear later (Cooper
Bristol). He was among the first drivers
towin arace after World War Two in his
Frazer Nash BMW at Gransden Lodge
in 1946. He retired fromracingin

1955 and went on to run the Bristol
Car Company until 2007.

Baker gotanentry feerebate
Baker’s reward

Ford Escort Mk2 crew John Baker
and Seyyan Johnwon a 50 per
centrefund of their entry fee for
the Red Kite Historic Stages after
theirname came out of the hat
inthe draw forthe Holton Homes
award. On eachround ofthe R.A.C.
Championship, one crew gets half
of the entry fee back as support
forthe clubmen competitors.

Watkins to return
Ford Escort guru Dave Watkins will
resume his rallying programme on the
Tour of Hamsterley at the end of April

in his ex-Hannu Mikkola Ford Escort
Mk1.The carand engine are being
rebuilt for the new season and Watkins
and co-driver Paul Train are aiming to
jointhe R.A.C. Championship for the
third round of the season.

Paddyleads off
Paddy Hopkirkwilllead a
cavalcade of Minis, as well as
cars from his rally career, through
Belfast on Saturday, February 22,
as part of the 50th anniversary
celebrations of his Monte Carlo
Rally win. Starting from Stormont
at 1030hrs, Hopkirk will drive a
replica of his 1964 Mini Cooper
and will lead 200 cars including
cars driven by Jimmy McRae, Ari
Vatanen and John Watson.

Challenge success
The new Kumho Clubmans Challenge
within the R.A.C. Championship was
agreat success on the recent Red
Kite Stages, with 23 out of 60 crews
contesting this new challenge for
crews using no more than sixtyres
during the event. The top overall
finishers were Tim Freeman and Paul
Wakely (Ford Escort Mk2) who
finished a tremendous fifth overall.

Cars on display

The ex-Emerson Fittipaldi Lotus
69 F2 carwill be one of the stars
ofthe HSCC stand at Race Retro
(February 21-23). Other carson
showinclude aBrabham BT41,
Centaur 14X, Ford Anglia, Jaguar
E-type and an MG Midget.
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ByDavid Evans

Citroén team principal Yves Matton
has praised Kris Meeke’s Rally
Sweden top-ten debutlast week.
The NorthernIrish driverran insixth
placeformuch of the event beforeasmall
mistake onthe second stage onthefinal
morning dropped him down the orderto
aneventual tenth place.
i Mattonsaid: “Hedida very good job, in
facthedid the perfectjobif youlook athis
firstresult on thisrally—he was better
than Sébastien Ogier and Sébastien Loeb
[on theirfirst snow rallies].”

Minor error

_ Meeke’smistake onthe Torntorpstage
costhim seven minutes and blighted an
otherwise perfectrally.

Explainingthe moment, Meeke said: “It
was unbelievable-thefirsttimeI'veever
goneoff onthe inside of acorner.Icame
outof acorner, putthe power on and that
pulled the wheel in towards the inside. I
couldn’ttake the handbrake-that would
haveflicked usnose intotheditch-sol
keptthe power on, pretty sure it would

- _»

pull the car through. Instead we just
nosed our way off theroad. It was
ridiculous. The back wheels were still on
theroad, but we couldn’tgetout.”

Meeke refused to be downhearted about
theresult, saying: “This was my first time
in Sweden and Icame here looking for
experienceandIguessif Ididn’t have that
problem this time thenIwould have itat
some stage—it’sabout the experience.”

Despite last week’s event being Meeke’s
debut on a winterrally, he said hefelt
confident Rally Sweden would be an event
wherehe could go well in the future.

“I'think we can challenge here,” he said.
“We will need more experience and we
willneed to come back and drive thisrally
asareal winter event with the full winter
conditions, buttheroadsreally suitme—
they arenice andfast.”

Ostberg shines
Meeke’s team-mate Mads Jstberg
collected third place, ensuring Citroén a
place onthe podium on thefirsttwo
rounds of the championship.

Matton said: “Madsdrove a very clever
rally. He wasn’t so happy with the set-up

e .
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of the carintheearly partof theevent,
butoncehe got itrunninghow he wanted,
he was very, very good. These were very
difficult conditionsfor himtodrive the
carforthefirsttime ontheloose.”

Matton added that @stberg’s result
justified the French firm’s decision torun
withhim. “This shows that we chosea
good way with Mads,” said Matton. “And
weare ina good way to improve Mads’
level, they are getting closer and closer to
theirfirst win with us.”

@stberg won the powerstage and was
quickest on two of thefinal three Rally
Sweden stages. Prior to the event, Meeke
worked closely with @stbergashe chased
therightset-up for his Sweden debutand
he’llbedoing the same onround three as
the series moves to Rally Mexico.

“Thaven’tdone Sweden, Mexico or
Portugal,” said Meeke, “and those are
threerallies where Mads has good
experience, soI'll be inasimilar position
when we get out to Mexico.I’'m happy with
Sweden, though. OK, theresult could have
been better, butIthink we showed some
speed in the powerstage which was a good
way toend the eventforme.”

-
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Evans is still positive despite Sweden accident

M-Sportdriver Elfyn Evans says he
takes positives from Rally Sweden,
despiterolling out of atopten place
onthefinal stagelast week.

The Welshman dropped his Fiesta
RS WRC on alongleft-hander and
rolled the car intoretirement.
Despite that he impressed M-Sport
team principal Malcolm Wilson.

Evanssaid: “We were on for a good
result, so what happened isreally
disappointing. Wedidn’t have the
tighteningpartof the cornerinthe
notesand once therear of the car
stepped out, there wasn’tanything

we could do. We gained alot of
experience on thisrally.

“Ithasn’tbeenlikearegular
winterrally. Attimes we’ve had
good snow, but then we’ve been
aquaplaning with alot of water and
slush in some of thereally deep
ruts. It’sbeen difficult. The car’s
been phenomenal.”

Wilson added: “Elfyn may not
havefinished, butIam pleased he
completed the majority of the
distance. It’'swhatheneededtodoto
gettheexperience.Itisjustashame
welost some valuable points.”

£ Y .
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Evans was set for a top ten place until he rolled out in Fiesta
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Tough Rally Sweden conditions
have broughtrenewed calls from
thedrivers for the WRC’s winter
round tomove in search of more
snow andice.

Temperatures on the second
round of thechampionship
werelargely above freezing,
leadingto what many labeled as

‘Latvala had found his
fast form once again’
Flying Finn triumphs for VW, p22
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from itslong-time Karlstad base.

Thethird placefinisherin
Swedensaid: “Onthelineonthe
road, it was 100 per cent gravel. I
think the event should move itto
Ostersund [furthernorthin
Sweden]. They have the
facilitiestorunthiseventand
they havetheroadstodoit.

the worstroad conditions ever Karlstad istraditional though,
seenontheevent. somaybeit’sdifficult.”
Citroén star Mads @stberg was M-Sport’s Mikko Hirvonen

amongthose callingfor therally
tohead furthernorth and away

added: “Younever really know
how it is going to be here. Maybe

2 WRC crews were_n’t.happy

<% with lack of wintry roads

it’seasiertofind the solution for
global warmingthanfindinga
new placeforthisrally...
“It’snotnice todrive on gravel
and without the snowbanks and
Thavenever seen such deepruts
asonthisrally. For thefirsttime
Iwas worried that we were going
to geta puncturefrom some of
thesereally sharp stonesfrom
justdrivingontheline. And
repairingtheroads withruts
likethisisreally goingto cost
theorganisersalot.”

v
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Rally promoter Glen Olsson
said: “The weather in Ostersund
isthe same-wehaveto go way,
way north tothe mountainsand
therearen’tmany hotels.Idon’t
know if this weatherisareal
issue—wehave conditions with
thesnowand lastyear wehad a
lotof iceontheroad.”

Olsson denied there would bea
financial issue with theroads.
“Wherearetheruts?” hesaid.
“Therearen’tany. This won’tbe
aproblematall.”
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“Wouldn’t snow '
be guaranteed '
further north?”

Hard packed show is gettinghard to find inWRC

love the Swedish Rally. Thisyearwas
my 18th or 20th; | can’t quite remember
which. Butyou’ve got to ask: How long
canitcontinueinits present form?

I don't know how the organisers see
things, but from the outside the problems
are obvious. The rally's traditional base in Karlstad
means that snow is becoming increasingly scarce
within 100km.

But for some reason the event seems in denial of
moving north. [lknow its organisersrely on
contributions from Karlstad, the Varmland region
and local areas. But to the outsider it looks
increasingly like they're stuckin arut.

The WRC must have a snow rally with all its
spellbinding scenery. But backin 1990 the
Swedish was cancelled for lack of white stuff: in
1997 it came close again;in 2008 gravel poked
through everywhere and has done in other years.

Last weekend Mikko Hirvonen saw it like this:

WRC teams and Promoter still in turmoil

The World Rally Championship
manufacturers and the WRC
Promoterremainat
loggerheads overfinances—and
therenow appearsnoend in
sight over the current impasse.
The two parties are currently
arguingoverareported request
forfurther fundingfromthe
promoter. The manufacturers
have upheld theirdecisionnotto
allow the promoters’live TV
camerastobefitted in their
serviceareas while there
remainsno contract inplace.
Asked when he thought the
current position might improve,
Volkswagen team principal Jost

themanufacturers.”

Asource inside the WRC
Promoter admitted there was
significant frustration on both
sides. “We want to get thisthing
sorted,” said the source. “The
manufacturers seem to have
missed the point—and they’ve
certainly missed the millions
invested in this championship.”

FIArally director Jarmo
Mahonen was present in
Sweden, but hesaid this was
between the two parties: “Ican’t
gointodetails, it’s totally a
question of commercial things
between the promoter and the
manufacturers. For us, the

Capitosaid: “Ican’tseeit. promoterhasfollowed the
There’snot one major concern business plan they showed us.
here, there’slot of areas where I'mvery confident they are

wefeelthey don’t understand goingtofind acompromise.”

Solberg finished in the top
ten on first outing for a year

Tanak happy with his pace on WRC return

Ott Tanak says his fifth place
on Rally Sweden is far more
than he expected on his World
rally return.

The Estonian, who was
dropped by M-Sport after a
troubled 2012, rocketed back
with a sensational run to fifth
inaFiestaRS WRC. The
26-year-old admitted he feared
for his pace before the start.

“Iamalotcloser to the
leaders than Ithought I would
be,” said Tanak. “I was quite
worried before the start about
where I would be [compared to
the frontrunners], but I’'m
happy now.”

Malcolm Wilson, the man
who dropped Tanak, said:
“He’s a different driver now. He
has been very, very good here.
For me, one of the big
differencesis the co-driver -

Tanak flew to fifthin Sweden

therelationshipis very strong
between the two of them.”

Tanak is now co-driven by
Raigo Molder, a friend from
Estonia who had only tackled
one WRC round before Rally
Sweden last week.

The pair will contest every
remaining round of the series
this season split between a
Fiesta RS WRC and a DMACK-
backed Fiesta R5.

Solherg is aiming for additional WRC outings

Henning Solbergishopinghistop
tenfinish onlast week’s Rally
Sweden will open the door tomore
WRC outings this season.

The Norwegian completed the
second round of the world
championship in seventh place.
Runningon Pirellityres, he
collected asingle fastesttime on
what was hisfirst WRC outing
since the sameeventlast year.

Solbergsaid: “Iwanttobeback
again,IThave missed this. AndI
will be working very hard tomake

surelcangetback thisyear.It’s
beenalong12monthssinceIwas
herethelasttime.”

M-Sportteam principal
Malcolm Wilson said he would
welcome Solbergback.

“I'mnot sure we could cope with
having Henningback,” joked
Wilson. “Seriously; it’s good to
havehim, he’sareal character.
He’stalkingaboutdoingmore,
butwe’llhavetowaitand see.”

Solberghas contested 111
rounds of the WRCtodate.

“Onthe second pass the roads were almost
completely destroyed. Of course there has been
some gravelin previous years but | have never
seen such deep ruts like this”

Yet still we start and finish in Karlstad: still we go
no further north than Torsby or north-west to
Kirkener, in Norway.

Isthere really nowhere else suitable in Sweden?
What about Are, the big skiarea way up north?
Agreed you'd have to fly to Trondheim, in Norway
but wouldn’t snow be guaranteed?

Even moving a bit north-east to Borldnge and
Falun —cities 20 km apart —would mean stages
further north could be used. And | know the rally
has been to Borlange before because | remember
going there!

The point is that the Swedish has to stay. But we
don't want arally where tyre managementis the be
alland end all; arally with grass in the car parks
and full Tarmac on all main roads.

Iknow good and bad years have been cyclical.
But | believe the trend is more towards the bad,
where hard-packed snow on athickice base is at
apremium now.

| still have a mental picture of Colin McRae flying
round a sweeping bend onan early stage in 1996,
aglorious 25-yard rooster trail of snow dust
hanging in the air behind him. The stage road was
so slippery that 20 minutes earlier I'd fallen flat on
my arse crossingit.

THAT'S what we want from a snow rally!

WRC booston ITV

Incidentally, following last week’s column, | see
thatITV4's hour-long Rally Monte Carlo wrap
drew 305,000 viewers, eighth in the station’s top
ten forthe week — well behind the moronic
Storage Wars, which took the top four places. But
it's a start. Let's hope the curve goes upwards!

/
Y AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Former kart starin
208 Tarmac push

Former Formula Ford Festival
winner Richard Tannahill
will ply his trade in the Dunlop
National Rally Championship
thisseason, starting with the
Mayo StagesRally atthe
beginning of March.

The 27-year-old will drivea
Peugeot 208 R2and plans to
tackle some international
rallies too, including the Jim
Clark, Isle of Man, Killarney
and Ulsterevents.

“Rallyingis completely
different to whatIwas doing
beforeso thefirsthalf of this
seasonisallabout getting
moremiles undermy belt,”
said the Colerainedriver. “If
Icandothatthen my pace
will gradually improve.

“Theaim isto become more
competitive and hopefully the
National Championship will
helpmetoachieve that. Iknow
how important seat time is
because whenI’'moutonthe
stagesI’'mlearning.

“ThePeugeot208R2isa
fantasticlittle car on Tarmac.
Iknow it’s capable of taking
classwins.”

Breen ready to jump |
into new Peugeot T16

CraigBreen will give Peugeot’s
208 T16itsdebutonnextmonth’s
Acropolis Rally,and says his
World Rally Car debut on Rally
Sweden will help him.

Peugeot granted the Irishman
permission todrive hisown
team’s Fiesta RS WRC in Sweden,
wherehefinished ninth overall,
despite battlingillness.

“Sweden will helpme getready
forthe208,” hesaid. “The function
of the car’s pretty similarand
drivingaturbo carisdifferent to
whatI've been used to. It’sbeen
good to drive with the extra speed
—there’snodoubt the 208 T16is
goingtobeaquickrally car.I'mso
excited about gettinginto itnow.”

Breentested the car on gravel in
Sardinia in December and will be
back onboard both the 208 and
Citroén’s DS3R5 (the PSA carsare
being developed simultaneously)
atChateauLastoursin Franceat
theend of the month.

Talkingabout his World Rally
Cardebut in Sweden, headded: “I
showed some good speed on some
of thestages.I'mangry thatIgot
sick beforetherally. Ithink this
was partly because of thelack of
sleep.Ionly managed 45 minutes
onthenight before therecce in
Sweden after travelling over from
Rally Liepajain Latvia. This
wastheonlyoptiontodothe
tworalliesandIdon’tregretit.”

Breen added that further WRC
outings inhis Fiestamightbe
possible, saying: “There’sno
harm in asking Peugeot, butI
have tobe very grateful for them
lettingmedrive thistime.”

Breen:impressive in Sweden

Although he crashed three times Pole says raIIy wase cnuragmg |

By David Evans

Robert Kubica says the
difficult conditions on
last week’s Rally Sweden
offered him more valuable
experience than if he’d
competed on the perfect
winter event.

Due tothe warm weather the
road surface was changingall
thetimelast week and, whilehe
crashed three times, the Pole
insists his outing was positive.

“ItisnotharderthanI
thought it would be,” said
Kubica, “Iknew it would be
hard, of course it will be hard.
For sure, it was more difficult
than Monte Carlo. It was
changingall of thetime, butl
havetolearntodrivelikethis
and havingthe condition
change somuch isvery good
experience. Normally Iwould
need 20 days of testingtoget
such varied experience of
drivinglikethis.”

Kubica’s second-day crashes
caused problems for some of
the crewsaround him who
were caught up behind the Pole.

Citroén’s Mads @stbergsaid
helosttime behind Kubicain
SS12. “He was parked on the
sideof theroad and then he just
pulled outonme,” said Gstberg.
. “Thadtoslowdown-he was
[ goingquite slowly.”

UBICA BUOYED
Y SWEDEN RUN

Asked if hethought Kubica
could have known he was
coming, @stbergsaid: “Inmy
opinion, yes. Whenhe was
idlingand waiting, they should
beabletohearme coming.Igot
stuck behind him, notfor too
long, but welost time and
destroyed the windscreen.”

Twostageslaterand
@stberg was embroiled
in Kubica’s second off.

coming,” said @stberg. “Icame
overacrestandIsawhiscarand
thepeople in theroad. Thoped
they would move but they
didn’t. It was quite close, they
wererealising[I was there]
whenIwasaboutone metre
beforethem.”
Kubicasaid: “He [@stberg]
complained thatTheld him
up. When youare behind
[another car] then youare

“There were alot of losingmore, butas soon
peopletryingtohelp
himand maybe they Kubicais gaining
couldn’thearme WRC mileage

Tidemand’s prize
season in jeopardy

Junior WRC champion Pontus
Tidemand’s 2014 programmeis
atthe centre of arow over who
paysforhisprizedrive.

Tidemand’smanagement
feel theagreement wasfora
paid drive on six rounds of the
WRC2 this year, but the FIA
haspointed tothe 2013 WRC
regulationsfor clarification.

Tidemand’smanager Erik
Weiby said: “We discovered
that the prize isnot what we
thought it was; wehaveacar
from M-Sport, we have tyres
from Hankook, but no budget
torunit.”

The FIA'srulesmandate that
termsand conditions apply for
the prize. Those cover the use
of thecar, tyres, freeentry to
six WRCrounds and the series
itself —but the FIA points out
thatnoreference ismadeto
fundingforthecar.

Tidemand ishopingtostart
hisfirsteventinthe FiestaR5
inPortugal.
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Sweden, but stays positive

asIfind space-itwasavery
narrow place where we were—I
pulled over. Ifound aspace and
lethim passme after about 300
or400metres.”

M-Sport’s Mikko Hirvonen
arrivedat Kubica’s second
shuntjustasthe Lotos-backed
car was beingextricated from
theditch. Hirvonensaid: “It was
strange—he cameouttothe
road, but his co-driver wasnot
inthe car. For about 100 metres,
hisco-driver wasrunningalong
behind him. His co-driver can-
notrunveryfast.”

Petter Solberg scored his second consecutive rally victory on the historic Rally
Sweden last weekend. Driving his Escort Mk2, Solberg, who will tackle this year’s
World Rallycross Champioship, was co-driven to an easy win by his wife Pernilla

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

i20s made it through Sweden

Hyundai hoss tips i20
to shine on Portugal

Hyundai’s i20 WRC won’t show its
true pace until Rally Portugal, but
team principal Michel Nandan is
impressed with the carsofar.
Bothfactory cars completed the
second round of theseriesin
Sweden last week, butneither
Thierry Neuville or Juho
Héinninen made itthrough the
entireroute asboth drivers went
off theroad on the second day.
Nandan was happier than he
had been in Monte Carlo when
both i20 WRCsretired from day
one. Both Neuvilleand Hinninen
showed impressive pace in
Sweden, with the Belgian just
0.5saway from settingamaiden
fastesttime. Hinninen was 19th
while Neuville was 28th.
Nandansaid: “Onthe
performanceside,Idon’t think we
arereally far, but we have to wait
until Portugal -that will bethe
proper test. Thefirstthree events
arespecific, they arenotagood
representation of the calendar, we
cannotanalyse properly what this
means for the whole year.
“Wehave some tests to improve
the suspension and ‘diff settings
for Portugal,” said Nandan. “We
know there iswork todoon the
engine and the chassis. We have
learned somuchand therearea
lot of positives. Thebasicsare
really impressive.”

Vatanen and Cave
up for Fiesta Trophy

Max Vatanen, son of 1981
World rally champion Ari,
and Britain’s Tom Cave are
among the 12 drivers to have
landed a slot on this year’s
Drive DMACK Fiesta Trophy.

The organisers of whatlooks
setto become the WRC’s most
successful single-make series
ever havereduced a 24-strong
shortlistto12drivers from11
different countries.

British Rally Championship
star Cave and Vatanen are two
of the stronger contenders
although Spaniards José
Suarez and Yeray Lemes both
have extensive knowedge of
the Fiesta R2 having tackled
the Junior WRC in the
M-Sport-built car before.

The full other eight drivers
are: Nicolas Amiouni
(Lebanon), Ghislain De Mevius
(Belgium), Quentin Gilbert
(France), Szymon Kornicki
(Poland), Sander Piarn
(Estonia), Allan Popov
(Russia), Nil Solans (Spain)
and Leo Ulrich (Canada).

Cavesaid: “When this series
was announced, it was clear,
this was the prime option for
us this year and I'm excited by
the prospect of competingin
the Drive DMACK Fiesta Cup.”

The series, which rewards
its winner with seven WRC2
rounds in a Fiesta R5, starts
in Portugal in April.

DHOW THE DRIVERS RATED ON RALLY SWEDEN
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Former NGK Sparkplugs BRC
Challenge champion Neil
Matthewssayshisrivalry with
Richard Sykes hasmotivated
himtoreturntotheseries.
West Midlander Matthews
won the titlein 2009 and this
year will use the same Vauxhall
Novahedrove onthefinal
round of histitle-winning
campaign. Sykes triumphed
in2012 in his Citroén C2R2.
“Richardisagoodfriend and

‘Mauger gave his new build
Escort the perfect debut’

All the action from the South Downs, p29

T T T

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Writtle Photographic

livesjust four miles fromme,”
explained Matthews, whohas
beenaregularinthe BTRDA.
“We’ve often said we should
dothesameevents but we've
always been in different
championships. Butnow we’re
goingtofind out who’s quickest.
Thelasttime we competed
together was at Ditton Priorsin
2010 but unfortunately Richard
went off onstageoneandI
brokeadriveshafton SS1.

e
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% Ex-champ Matthews is back

3 to take on his rival Sykes

“Healways says my car has
loadsof power butIremind him
thathis wastested and specified
by Sébastien Loeb. I've half a
chance on gravel but he should
thrashmeon Tarmac.”

Matthews will be co-driven by
Claire Williams and hashad
permission fromthe MSA
British Rally Championship
organiserstousehisoldcar,
which is out of homologation.

“The BRC gives us the chance

—= g

tocompete against some very
quick crews on both gravel and
asphaltevents,” he said.

Matthews and Sykes will
compete intherenamed BRC
Challenge Trophy. For2014 the
class will be inter-seeded with
themain BRCfield. Asin
previousyears, they will still
compete onashortened
version of the overallroute.

The BRCbegins with Rally
North Wales on April 5.

Silver Star drivers hopeful after upgrade

BTRDA Silver Star drivers
Sean Edwards and Gavin
Haycock hope to compete with
the BTRDA Historic Cup
pacesetterson this weekend’s
HJ Weir Engineering
Wyedean Forest Rally.
Thepair have competed in
the Silver Star for five years
butare switching categories
forthisterm. They have
upgraded their Ford Escort
from a 1600cc toa2000cc BDA.
“Thethrottlelinkage
snapped onlastyear’s
Somerset Stagesand then the

enginerevved tothe max for
abouthalf amile,” said
Haycock. “A kind spectator
lentusher hair bobble and we
managed tolimpoutof the
stage with amakeshift throttle
cable, then theengine wasn’t
rightonthePlains.

“The damage wasmore than
expected, after some thought
wedecided togoforafull
BTRDA Historic Cup. We've
really enjoyed the Wyedean
over the yearsand have come
away with some class wins, so
hopefully we’ll be quick.”

Slights warns of lack of UK rallying ladder

Double BTRDA Rally First
champion Ash Slights says
more needs to be done to
lower the cost of rallying
for young drivers.

The 21-year-old won the
Rally First title in 2010 and
2011 but has struggled to
raise finance to further his
career. He’s now focusing on
running his Ash Slights
Fabrications business but
will tackle the Morris 1400
Championship this season.

“There was nothing to be
gained by going into other
championships,” said
Slights, who will drive a
Toyota Yaris. “There’s no
steps to the World Rally

Championship [in the UK]
because we don’t have the
money. We’re nowhere near
what youneed.”

The York-based driver
added that there are too
few R-spec cars to provide
areal measure of whois
fast: “Maybe they would
be better off in Escorts
because you know who the
quick drivers are. If a young
driver starts beating them,
you know you’re watching
someone good. There’s no
reference point.”

Slights added that he’s
building an Escort Mk2,
which he may switch to
later this year.

Walhy returns to drive for operation funds

Former rally ace Martyn Walby
willreturn to the cockpit for the
firsttime in three years on this
weekend’s Weir Engineering
Wyedean Forest Rally.

The Forest of Dean Motor
Clubvice-chairman will drive
aFord Escort RS1800 and will
havehis daughter Kirsty
alongside him. It willbeher
firstmulti-venuerally.

“Themainreasonhe’sback
istoraise money for Charlie
Mitchell,” explained

spokesman Paul Willetts.
“Charlieisfive yearsold and
suffersfrom spastic diplegia,
which isaformof cerebral
palsy that causes excruciating
pain. He’sbeen given the
chancetohaveaprivate
operation at Frenchay Hospital
inBristolin April, butthe
operation costs £25,000.”
“It’sgreatto dosomethingto
helplittle Charlie,” said Walby.
Donations canbemadeat
supportcharlie.org.
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Starts: Saturday February 15,
0801hrs, Chepstow Racecourse,
Chepstow Finishes: Saturday
February 15, 1440hrs, Chepstow
Racecourse, Chepstow
Competitive distance: 45 Miles
Stages: seven Entries: 1502013
winners:Connor McCloskey/

NO.| DRIVER
1 | Euan Thorburn/Paul Beaton

Francis Regan (Subaru Impreza WRC)
WORLD RALLY CAR ENTRIES

Thorburn heads entry

| TEAM
Ford Focus WRC

David Bogie/Kevin Rae

Ford Focus WRC

Stephen Petch/lan Windress

Ford Focus WRC

Paul Bird/Aled Davies

Ford Focus WRC

Ollie Mellors/TBA

Proton Satria Neo

Luke Francis/John H Roberts

Mitsubishi Lancer EQ

Peter Elkins/Andrew Joll

Ford Focus WRC

Patrick Naylor/lan Lawrence

Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q

O oNooslwiNd

Tom Naughton/Andi Mort

Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q

10 | Rob Smith/Ross Weir

Subaru Impreza

On TV: Friday, March 7,2100hrs and 2230hrs, MotorsTV

motorsport-news.co.uk FEBRUARY 12 2014 15

A CO-DRIVER’S CONFESSIO

HOWARD

DAVIES

“Evans Jr has
superb support

from Wales”

he slush-covered stages of
frozen Sweden with iced
tramlines and furiously fast,
flowing stages posed a
tough second battle for
Elfyn Evans last week.

Every round will be challenging this year. As |
sat in Villebois-les-Pins on SS4 in Monte Carlo,
doing my difficult job as weather crew for
M-Sport, | was — for a while — the proudest
Welshman on the col.

Elfyn Evans had never been to Monte Carlo
before but had just posted fastest time on SS3,
and was only pipped some five minutes later
by 0.5s by French Tarmac specialist and
previous Monte winner, Brian Bouffier, who
was running a few cars behind.

My bubble was soon burst as Elfyn’s family
arrived, understandably excited. But they were
treated with the usual French arrogant welcome
as they tried to double-park their hire car. | tried
to explain to the little official gendarme but he
was having none of it. “You cannot park there,
not possible,’ was his remark. l introduced the
young policeman to the occupants of the car but
his rally knowledge was less than his politeness.
Undeterred the Evans family, mum and sister,
along with friends, were ecstatic at Elfyn’s turn
of speed. It was a great achievement for the
youngster who has shown great pace.

The Welshman's speed was attributed to
clever tyre management and exceptional
weather info (self praise) and that this silenced
any doubt about his ability was confirmed on
last weekend's Rally Sweden, where his strong
pace continued.

Back on the Monte, the Evans’ family and
friends were vital in feeding me with information.
They had an ingenious plan of getting stage
times from Wales. They came via Elfyn’s young
lady in Dolgellau, Donna, and were fed to his
sister Delyth in Monte via numerous methods.
We were kept up to date almost live.

The support Elfyn has from his family and
friends along with the support of thousands of
Welsh rally enthusiasts was evident at the
recent Welsh Association of Motor Clubs
awards evening when he received a standing
ovation while picking up an award. This was
quite a sight to behold.

Let's not forget the performances of Northern
Irishman Kris Meeke in the season’s first two
rallies. We have got a lot to shout about in the
WRC all of a sudden.

So forall you aspiring WRC champions, the
belief of M-Sport in Elfyn, and likewise Citroén
in Kris, is a shot in the arm.

It proves that after many years in the
wilderness it is possible to compete at the
top level of our sport in a works team.

Many people moan in the UK that there is not
aproper ladder of opportunity to the top of our
sport but these two guys show that with
determination, ability — possibly a bit of a silver
tongue too — and true speed it is possible.

Now boys it's over to you, no pressure.
Nobody said it was easy. Pob /wc, good luck
from the big man and all of Wales.

L/
Y AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com



MK2 Escort Tarmac Specialist

Congratulations
Overall winners of the 2014 South Downs Stages

SIMON MAUGER & MELANIE HOLMES

Thanks to everyone
who has helped with
the new car especially

John from Jems.

Thanks also to
Haydn and Sam for
servicing on the day.
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GRIPPER

For more information on our services check out:
www.majormotorsport.co.uk
07866 931093 / 07540 394507

North West Stages Rally

sponsored by | cgendfi reso

~LAULBIRD and ALED DAVIES

OVERALL WINNERS of the Legend Fires North West Stages Rally

* " w'ww.pbmuk net

BoblEoWd e ngkS:
Mark Ellis

Overall winners of
Rali Cwm Gwendraeth 2014
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Bob & Mark would like to thank everyone that helped with the
car and their sponsors below:

®
SPARK
MILLERS OILS

LONGLIFE U g

AUTO PARTS

MOTORSPORT
INSURANCE

Give Simon and the friendly team a call:

OPENING HOURS:
Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.30pm




Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355

» A

|

Numbers ramping
up in Cross Country

Britpart MSA British Cross
Country Championship bosses
say interest in the series is
approachingan all-time high.

The 2014 season will include a
manufacturer entry for the first
time. Isuzu is entering its D-Max
truck, which will be driven
by former MSA British Rally
Championship frontrunner
Jason Sharpe.

Series organiser Selwyn
Kendrick explained: “The
quality of machines that we
have isbetter than at any time
inthe pastten years.

“With Isuzu, the new season
looks good. We have the top end
of the market now, which is
where the British championship
should be. We're getting to the
crest of awave. The seriesis
strong in that it has anumber
of entry points for competitors.
Another point is that we have
such avariety of vehicles
from different makes. Other
championshipsare increasingly
strugglingto geta diverse entry.”

The sseries includes a
clubmansclass, a Freelander
Trophy class and the overall
MSA championship.

Smith to take on

overseas rounds

Rally driver Roy Smith
says he’s targeting arun
on the Rally de Mallorca
this year.

The Perth driver has
run his Porsche 911 since
2012 and says he wants
to takeit further afield.

“I started with Ford
Anglias, I've had Escorts
and others. I thought I'd
try something different
with the Porsche,” he
said. “It’s great fun but
it’s totally different from
the Escorts. Theidea
this year is to do the Rally
de Mallorca in March. I
think four or five of us
will go out there with
Dansport. Then, later,
we’ll aim for the Sol
Rally Barbados.”

Smith added that he’s
getting to grips with
the Porsche’s handling:
“We built it with help
from others and run it
on selected events. I’'m
learning how to drive
it correctly. Carl
Williamson was my
co-driver for the Ulster
Rally last year and I
learnt alot from him.”

The Rally de Mallorca
runs on March 13-15
and last year’s event
attracted a bumper entry
of more than 80 cars.
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ByJames Bolton

has switched to a Proton
Satria Neo Millington for
the coming season.

The York-based driver will
compete onthe REISMSA

AsphaltRally Championship,

and hasonly beendrivingin
ralliesfor 18 months.

“I'm puttingallmy eggsinone

Llewellin Jr impresses despite hig accident

Rally co-driver Aled Davies
has praised the ability of Ben

Llewellin, son of rallyinglegend

David, despite him crashing out
of therecent Red Kite Stages.
The duo were setting
competitive times before afinal-
stage shuntended their day on
the Carmathenshire event.
“Thatboy’s got alot of talent,”
said Davies. “I’d not sat with
him before and I could see he’s
anatural. You get afeel for the
drivers.Ithink he’s only driven
fourrallies. He can keep the
speed up through the corners,
that’sthe impressive part.”
Davies said the shunt was
down toluck rather than being

Darrian driver Alan Oldfield

basket becauseI'm goingtosell
my 2.4-litre Escort, which hasa
Duratecengine,and my 2.5-litre
Darriantoo,” said Oldfield, 49.
“My firstrally was the 2012
Jim Clark. This year ismore
practiceforme. Thefirst
asphalteventisat Epyntand
I'venever been there before
but fortunately my co-driver
Ken Bills has done about 900
ralliessohe’sabighelp.I've

out of control. “We went over a
crestand the car gotabitlight,”
heexplained. “It wasloose
gravel after that and so we
couldn’tget any traction and
we went wide. There was arock
face on the outside and we
clipped abit that stuck out
aboutsixinches. That putus
sideways and we barrelrolled.”

Llewellin is asuccessful
shooter and has won the
Olympic British Junior Skeet
title. His father Dai was second
in the 1986 International Welsh
Rally when herolled his Metro
6R4 on the Trawscoed stage,
which is about 20 miles from
where Ben crashed.

never driven a four-wheel-drive
car before either. Damian Cole
and Steve Simpson have shown
thatdrivingtwo-wheel-drive
carsisagood waytolearna
4WD caron Tarmac. My aim
istobeup withtheminthe
nextfew years.”

Oldfield won the Promenade
StagesinhisDarrian T90 GTR
last year and suggests that his
needtobuya4WD car shows

Ben Llewellm S Red Kite Stages ended ina dramatic fashion

ROTONTORUNON|
SPHALT SERIES

Former Darrian man in car swap for MSA championship campaign

Belfast Stages takes
ayear’s sahhatical

The Belfast Stages Rally will
return next year, organisers
havesaid.

Theevent won’trun this year
asithasbeenrotated outof the
NorthernIrish Stage Rally
Championship. “It’s dropped
outforoneyear,” said event
spokesman Charlie Deering.
“Inlightof itbeinganon-
championshipround, we opted
torunaTargarally initsplace.
It’savoluntary thingand we’re
givingtherally ayear’srest.

“It’sthe proximity of other
eventsthat was the main problem.
Competitors said they wanted
somethinglike this so we’re going
torun somethingdifferent. The
entriesare comingin well sofar.”

The Targarally willrunon
February 15at Loughgall Country
Park in County Armagh.

—
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. The Millington Satria will be
used for an Asphalt attack

Rally North Wales
tempts newcomers

Organisers of the Rally
North Wales will offer a 100-
mileminirally that willrun
alongside the main MSA
BRC season opener on
Saturday April 5.
Theminirally will
include 22 miles of gravel
roads and there will be no
service halt.
“Theeventisaimedat
introducingrelative
newcomers to gravel road
special stages,” said

the growing quality of the

Asphaltchampionship. spokesman John Horton.
“Ollie Mellors and I both did “Butthe age or experience
PendragonandIcouldn’t of either crew member is

keepup with Ollie’s Proton
Millington,” said Oldfield.
“Thatmade me wantto give
itago.Thecarisn’ta WRC,
butitisonethatIcan afford.”

The Asphalt seriesbegins
with the Tour of Epyntevent
onMarch 10.

immaterial, anyone can
enter. Therally is open to
any non-turbo, two-wheel-
drive vehicle up to 1600cc.
The entry fee will be £275
and that’s the equivalent of
just£12.50 per stage mile.

Alan Healy Memorial
to open entries up

Organisers of the TJS Self Drive
Alan Healy Memorial Cadwell
Park Rally have increased the
event’s capacity for this year.
Therally was extremely popular
last yearand so90 cars willbe
accepted forthe April6 running.
“Wehad space for 70 carslast
year,” said spokesman Roy Bell.
“It’san event that competitors
liketodoand so we'vemade
provisionsto include more of
them thistime. We’ve already
received 25 entries in the first
few days of entries opening.”
Thiswill be the third time the
eventhasrunat Cadwell Park in
Lincolnshire. Therally isa part
of tworegional championships
andregulationsareavailableat
bordermotorclub.co.uk.

’BREATHING NEW LIFE IN TO THE ICONIC METRO 6R4
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What REIS can do for you...

* Rally cars, service vehicles, classic and sports
cars for the road and competition use.

* Motorhomes, trailers, tools and spares insurance,
for the road and storage and transit.

» Motorsport motortrade, motortrade, combined
commercial, public liability for teams, preparation
companies, promoters, clubs and individuals.

* Personal accident cover for the whole season or
for a one off event.

Contact us on

0115 965 1020

Monday to Saturday
or visit reis.co.uk for
more information
Like us on facebook Follow us on .
REIS is a trading name of Chaucer Insurance

Services Limited authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority.

» Stand alone trackday cover for all types
of vehicles and venues.

* Corporate events, TV and filming insurance.

* Motorsport photographers liability insurance
- UK, EU and worldwide cover available.

» Special vehicle and prototype insurance for
the road and track.

» Road section insurance for events, clubs and
organisers large and small.
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OF EXPEGTATION

How Sam Brabham aims to emerge fromhis family legacy

BYRUSSELLHAYES
JUNIOR REPORTER

orthechildof a
successful motor
racingdriver, the
pressure tofollow
intheirparent’s
wheel tracks

can bedifficult
tomanage. But when you are the
third generation of anillustrious
name inracinghistory, the
pressure and spotlight becomes
more intense.

For Sam Brabham, the grandson of
triple Formula One world champion
Sir Jack Brabham and son of sportscar
ace David -not to mention nephew of
Geoff and Gary —that expectation and
spotlight isbeginningto
gradually intensify:

After graduatingfrom
karting, the 19-year-old
madehiscarracing
debutlastseasoninthe
MSA British Formula
Ford Championship.
But the hopeful, who
combineshisracing
with university studies, P
hasnotbeenforcedinto [
continuingthefamily =}
history. Brabham Jr
wasarelatively late
starterinkartingatthe 7
ageof 13and, aftera
maiden single-seater

“Pressure
comes

from me”
BRABHAM JR

“Itwasahugelearningcurveforme,”
hesays. “Comingout of kartingand
intosingle-seaterracingfor thefirst
time, and being thrown into amajor
nationalseries, wasabigdeal.

“Thedecisiontobegin the season
atDonington Park was deliberate as
we organised finance quitelate. Dad
and [JTR boss] Nick Tandy know
each other and agreed a deal while
they were out at Sebring in Florida. We
received the car at the openingrounds
atBrandsHatch butI’'dnever driven
arace car before.

“Iwasfortunatetobejoining
ateamin JTR, which had won the title
the previous season and wenton to
dominate the year with Cammish.
Dan’sknowledge enabled the rest of
theteam’sdriverstosharehisdataand
set-up tips. His experience of racing
inanumber of different chassisand
championships helped.
The other teams could
seehow quick Dan was,
but we were able tosee
exactly how he went
quicker throughthe
corners. Despiteus
havingdifferingdriving
styles, he would help
adviseontechniqueas
we watched the onboard
. footagealongsidedad.
There wasnothing
specialtohowhe
dominated -he wasjust
more experienced.”

Brabham’slast-minute
dealtoenterthe series

ssEm 8

season inwhichhe
missed thefirstthreeroundsat
Brands Hatch, hefinished the yearan
impressivefourth place in the points.
“The pressurefor me tostart my
motorsport career was more on my
dad, because that pressure came from
me,” Brabham Jrexplains. “Ipestered
him for monthstobegin kartingand
whenIbeatagroupof friendsata
birthday event, he could see thatI had
elements of talent. Attheageof 13,
dad took me to Buckmore Park toone
of itsarrive-and-drive days. The
circuitisa great placetostart with its
undulating surface. Ifinished third
inmy first junior club championship
but we went about our own business
and still didn’t feel the pressure. Infact,
Istilldon’tfeelmuch now. I put more
pressure on myself because thereisa
greatdrivetowin.”
Joiningsuccessful title-winning
team JTR with the vastly experienced
senior driver Dan Cammish enabled
Brabham tomake the transition into
carsas comfortable as possible. His
fourth place in the standings included
sixpodium finishes.

hindered him during
the year, with limited practicetime at
circuits such as Oulton Park. “For
raceoneatOultonThad
30minutestolearnthe \
track beforehand,” he \
says. “It was dauntingand &
Ilearnthowtodefend in
thatopeningrace. My “ ]
definingmomentof the |
year was at Silverstone. I
was disappointed tomake
mistakes inrace onebuttwo
podiums in the following two

races showed how much progressI'd
madethroughouttheyear.”

Throughout the majority of the
season, Brabham Sraccompanied
hissontoeachround of the
championship. Brabham Jr says
thepair’s workingrelationship
improved as the season went on.

“Intheearly rounds, dad would
occasionally be angry whenIreturned
totheteam awningbecause he knew
TI’dnotraced tomy full potential, and
that would start arguments. But,
towardstheend of the year, hetooka
stepback. Heknew thatI wasfinding
my feet. We worked well together. I took
hisadvice onboard asI know he’s got
such avastamount of experience.”

Duringthe past winter months,
Brabhamheaded outto Asiatotake
partinthe MRF Challenge—amainly
Indian-based series usingaDallara
chassis powered by atwo-litre Renault
engine. He was one of ahandful of
Britstotake on theseries, joined by
driverssuch as Rupert Svendsen-
Cook, Ryan Cullen, Laura Tillettand
Harry Tincknell.

Brabham said the experience of
racinginthesub-continent was
desperately needed for him to progress
after hisfirst year in carracing. He
explainsthat despite hisimpressive
Formula Ford debutlast year, he
contested the season without
usingleft-foot braking.

“Overthe winterI
needed toimprove

my racecraftand the
MRF Challenge was
certainly the ideal

IGHT

JTR’s man leads at Silverstone

Brabham tried the MRF series

way of goingaboutthat. It’'smademe
suchan improved driver. The series
hasmoreexperienced racers, many of
who are very aggressive. There werea
number of occasions whenIwas
pushed close to the wall but it enabled
metolearnagreatdeal, particularly
with my braking. The practice sessions
were short, particularly at the support
eventtothe Flraceonthesame
weekend, somy previous technique
wasn’tright tohelp me compete. For
thatreason—-andduetotheincreased
aerodynamicgrip of the car compared
toother machineslike the Formula
Ford-itwasthefirsttimethatIwas
forced tolearn how toleft-foot brake.
ThroughoutlastseasonIwasn’tableto
challenge for wins because my braking
waslettingmedown.

“The MRF Challenge alsotaught me
how aeroactually works. Formula
Ford isknown for itsmechanical grip
with the new front and rear wings
providingonly a smallamount of aero.
IntheDallara, Ilearnt
justhowlateand hardI
canactually brake.”

Recently, Brabham was accepted on
tothe BRDC Rising Stars programme,
joiningthe same clubasboth hisfather
and grandfather. “I’'m honoured and
proud tobepartof suchaclub,” hesays.
“It’'san incredible award to be given
after only my first year in cars. Inow
need towork to get thefull BRDC
membershipalongsidedad and
grandad. It’ll take many more years of
hard work toachieve the BRDC Gold
Star awarded to grandad though.”

Brabham intendstotake the
experience of hisfirst year of single-
seater racing intoanother season in
Formula Ford competition, although
hehasyettoagreeadeal withateam
despitetesting with three top squads
including the JTR outfit.

“For this season I'm determined to
combine the experience of last year
along with the time spentinthe MRF
seriesand aim for the title. ButIneed
tomake surethatIam with one of the
threeleadingteams,” hesays.

“Ibelieve thatIshowed enough
talentto compete for race wins in2013
without the ideal braking method.
With the increased experience gained
duringthe winter Ibelievelcan getthe
jobdoneand have a title shot before
headinginto Europe in2015.”H

Brabham Jr is planning to
return to Formula Ford
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BritishGT’sfeederclass has struggled, butit’sonthe upin2014

BYROBLADBROOK /™
RACING EDITOR A

ookingattheearly
entry indications
for this year’s
British GT
Championship,
it’'shardtobelieve
that the lower-tier
GT4division has previously been
adifficult sell.

The production-based class is set for
itsbiggest year ever this season. With
more than twomonthstogountilthe
lightsgooutat Oulton Park tostart
another championship season, GT4
hasalready garnered eight entries—the
most since the class was introduced
back in 2008-and will feature a wider
range of marquesthan ever before.

Sofar offerings from Aston Martin,
Ginetta, Lotus, BMW and Toyota have
signed up, and there’srumblingsof a
Porscheenteringtoo.

This comes in stark contrasttothe
dark days of the categoryjustafew
yearsago. GT4hasalwaysbeenanarea
of British motorsportthatnever
delivered on its promise. The idea of an
affordable stepping stone towards the
burgeoning GT3 category using
genuine GT carsbased closely on their
road-going counterparts sounded
great. But it attracted little support.
That’s settochange this year.

“We’ve worked hard to push GT4.
Many people told ustogive uponitand
make British GT solely a GT3series,
but we always believed that step
wasneeded, and now we’re being

-
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GT3 is a racer in road car shell

provenright,” explains British GT
manager Benjamin Franassovici.
“It’sbeen abit bafflingasto why it
hasn’ttaken off before, but things are
changing very quickly now.”
Bafflingisagood description. In
Europe GT4isthriving. The lower
running costs and availability of
models has helped tomake both SRO’s
northern European-based GT4 Cup
and the Dutch GT4 classahit.
Withlittle in the way of costly GT3
racing, GT4gets top billing. Dutch GT4
enjoys standalone grids and regularly
features amultitude of marquesthat
justaren’tseen inBritish GT. BMWs,
Corvettes, Mustangs, Camaros and
Porsches are commonplace.
InBritain some messy early rulings
held the categoryback andled to it
garnering an unsavoury reputation.
When GT4 wasfirst introduced to
broaden the appeal of British GT in
2008, it attracted eight carsfor the
season opener. Asthe year wenton the
gentleman drivers, who largely made
up theentry, dropped outasthey
becamefed up of dodgingthefaster
GT3machinesandbeingthe ‘poor
relation’ as some termed it. Drivers
weren’t inclined to part with £100,000
foracarjusttobelappedinit.
Forthatfirst season only the Ginetta
G50and Aston Martin Vantage were
available in Britain. The Vantage soon
struggled against the lighter G50,
which wasn’tbased on a production
road carand was considered more
‘racey’ than the Aston. Thatresulted in
GT4becomingalmostaone-make class
forthe Leeds-built machine.
Carsthat complied with the
superlightregulations were admitted

Aston Martin Racing parent firm
Prodriveisoneof the UK’sleading
GT manufacturers.

The Vantage GT3and GT4arebuilt
side-by-side at the team’s Banbury
base. Prodrive chief engineer Dan
Sayerssays: “The only similarity in
creatingthe GT4and the GT3isthe
bodyshell. We use the production
bodyshells from thefactory asthe base
buttherateand depth of development
between GT4and GT3is very different.

into GT4for 2010 toboostnumbers.
Track specialslike the KTM X-Bow and
Lotus2-Eleven were wiping the floor
with the Ginettas and Astons. Italmost
led tothedeath of the category.

“GT4hasgonethroughalot of
changes,” adds Franassovici, “wehad
tolisten to what the teams and drivers
wanted in order to stop itgoing
under. There were messy
rules, likethe superlight
one, and peopledidn’t
wanttoraceinan
expensive single-make
Ginettaclass.

Ginettahad itsown
championshipsforthat.

“We’vemade bigstrides
with the Balance of
Performancetesting
[which equalises car pace
through engine and aero
restrictions based on
marqueand ultimate
laptime] inrecent years
and we now enjoy much
better parity. The cars
have alsomoved
forwardsalot.

“Carslike the Aston
Martinarenow justasfastas
therace-bred Ginettabecause extra
development has gone intothem as
manufacturers have woken uptothe
GT4market. We’re seeing that variety
creep innow and because the class is
very market-led we're seeing the
numbers coming back. When makes
like Aston Martinor BMW launcha
new GT4 car itbecomes desirable. The
makeslikeitbecause GT4 carsare
economical to produce dueto their
productionroots and the driverslikeit

“For GT4 we use around 80-85 per cent
road car parts. The suspension,
wishbones and uprights are all stock,
asisthepaddle-shift transmission. We
breathe onthe V8enginetoadd
reliability with thingslikerace
bearings and con rods, butthat’s it. The
interiorisall custom and wefit the FTA
fuel celland roll cage. It retains most
standard electricsand the ABS and
traction control systems. It’saroad car
forthetrack basically.

Franassovici (top)
and racer Osborne

-

becausethey getmodern GT carsat
much less costthan GT3.”
Perhapsthebiggestswinghasbeen in
the driver market, with the rising cost
of single-seaters prompting
youngsterstolook tosportscars.
“We’re gettingmore interest than
ever from young domesticdrivers
lookingtomove into British GT,
which they seeasaplatformto
grow and use to progress
intoEuropeanracing,”
says Franassovici. “They
can come from single-
Iseatersorsaloonsand
learnall about GT forless
thanhalf of the cost.
YoucanrunaGT4
competitively for under
£100,000splitbetween two
drivers. That’sunder
half atop GT3budget.”
GT4isalsoattracting
more teams. Century
Motorsport willrun two
|Ginetta G55s this year.
Team head Nathan Freke
said: “GT4hastakenabig
stepup in professionalism
inrecentyears, it’snottwo
guysandatrailer anymore.
“Runninga GT4carisgreatfor
smaller teams. There are less specific
parameters with set-up sothereareless
grey areastogetlostin. Thingslike the
suspension and engine maps are only
adjustable within afine window.
Runningany GT carisstillatechnical
challenge. We employ three engineers
percaraswell asachief engineer and
dataengineer, soit’sabigoperation but
welearn an awfullotfrom the amount
of data.I’'m confident we could easily

“The GT3is another world. We use
only around 40-50 per centroad car
partsand everythingelse is specialist.
We have the challenge of fabricating
the wider body and the full aerokit.
GT4justrunsasmallrear wing.

“The GT3engineisastock block V12
with standard head and cam but other
thanthatit’srace-bred and tuned. The
pricedifferencereflects the depth of
research and engineeringthathas
goneintoeachcar.”

! Appearances can bhe deceiving: little in common between GT3 and GT4 Astons

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

Ginetta is a force in GT4
"SSS but others are catching up

runacompetitive GT3 car with the
experience we’ve gained. When you
have top teams drivers tend tofollow.”

Joe Osborneused GT4asa
springboard into GT3 competition.
Havingstarted his career in Formula
BMW hejoined GT4in 2008 and went on
towin the European GT4 Cup in 2009
before signing for Trackspeed’s GT3
team. Henow races factory backed
BMW Z4s and Aston Martin Vantages
atBritishand Europeanlevel.

“If it wasn’tfor GT4Iwouldn’tbe
wherelam,” hesays. “WhenIjoined
the grid in 2008 the numbers were quite
low and it wasn’t that competitive, butI
was 18 and runningonafully fledged
GTgridand sharinga paddock with the
right people. In terms of exposurefora
youngdriver that’shuge.

“The carsaresuperblearningtools.
They are actually harder todrive thana
GT3. Youhaveless power and less grip
sotofind those vital extra few tenths
youhavetobe closetothelimitand
mistakes are punished more severely.

“Thebiggest thingIlearned fromthe
class wasracemanagement.It’sthe
firstreal step youencounterin
sportscars and it teaches youabout
management. When IfirststartedI'd go
flat-outall thetime and killmy tyres
andstruggleattheend of races.It’s
about tempering yourself. It also gets
youused tothedrivingexperienceof a
GT car, with lots of weight, limited
vision and longer stints. I believe it
should haveitsown grid, then itcan
really thrive. Hopefully we’ll see more
driverscominginto itand one day we
cancreateaBritish GT careerladder. It
could bethe key totaking the whole
championshiptothenextlevel.” ®

GT4: like a souped up road car
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BYJAMESBOLTON
NATIONAL RALLYING EDITOR

herearetwo ingredients
that make sport sensational
towatch—unpredictability
and skilled competitors. The
REISBTRDA Rally Series
hasboth by the bucketload.

The6lstrunningof the
championship begins with this weekend’s Weir
Engineering Wyedean Forest Rally, which is
based in Chepstow in south Wales. It then runs
overafurther eightevents and concludes with
the Cambrian Rally in October.

Itissplitintoanumber of categoriesthat cater
for different cars and budgets. The headline
competition is the Gold Star and last year’s season
wasathriller. Scotsman Euan Thorburn tied with
NorthernIrishman Connor McCloskey after the
ninerallies. Ford Focus driver Thorburn took the
titlebecause he had more wins than his Subaru
Impreza-mounted rival. Four drivershad gone
intothe Cambrian Rally season finale with ashot
at winningthe coveted Gold Star.

The Silver Star isawarded to the highest scoring
contender in atwo-wheel-drive car and there are
alsotheRally First competitions, splitinto1.0-
litre, 1.4-litreand 1.6-litre classes. Thereisan MG
ZR Challenge and a BTRDA Historic Cup. The
competitions exist because the BTRDA prides
itself on offering what the competitor wants.

If you want close competition, the place tolook is
the Morris 1400 Championship. And thereis
plenty of interest in the small two-wheel-drive
machines heading into Saturday’s Wyedean Rally.

The series hasbeen dominated by Vauxhall
Novadriver Julian Wilkes and his co-driver Will
Rutherford-Child over the past two seasons. But
they aretakingayear outto work onanew car.
There arefive or six drivers that could fill the void.

Amongthefavourites is Mat Smith. The Ford
Kadriver put in some impressive performances
in2013 and finished second in the standings. He
routinely gave Wilkes a push, notably on the
openingtestof theseason. Throughthe
Sallowvallets stage onlast year’s Wyedean Rally
heand co-driver Giles Dykes were eight seconds
clear of Wilkes and Rutherford-Child.

Thelatter’s blue Nova was actually third, with
Dave Bennettand Alistair McNeil putting their
Vauxhall Corsa in between the two crews. Bennett
agreesthat Smith will be a contender this year:
“He’sthe man to watch, partly because he gets
finishes. The key toatitle pushistonot crash,and
find reliability. Consistency will be importantbutI'm
surethe championship willgo down tothe wire.”

Bennett istipped by many of the other drivers.
He’s spent the winter sorting his Corsa.

“We’ve made some modificationsto the brakes
and the suspension,” heexplains. “Thecar’s
notfinished yet but we’ll be in Chepstow this
weekend. We’ll be going in a bit cold but we’ll

see where we get. The championship is certainly
theambition. We’re going to push for it. We had
some paceattheend of lastyear.”

The York-based driver adds that the competition
isn’t weaker despite Wilkes not beingaround:
“There’ssome quick guys this year so although we
don’thave Julian there islots of competition. The
1400 championshipis greatand it’sa great way to
gorallying. Itencompasses the spirit of the sport.”

Anotherdriver that istipped to shine in this most
competitive of classesisJustin Lawson. Heand
Wilkes had some stirring battles in their similarly
liveried Vauxhall Novas in 2012. But then a heavy
shunt on the Woodpecker Rally, while he was
tryingto close a 35s gap to Wilkes, put Lawson
outof theremainder of that year and 2013too.

“Youdon’tever budget for anaccident soI wiped
outevery bit of myfinance for2013,” he says.
“Fixingthe car cost thousands of poundsand all
ittakesisonebigcrash. Theideaistonotgo off.

“There’s always someone up there challenging.
I'vebeen in this championship for eight years and
I'veneverfoundalack of competition.”

Lawson hasjust completed rebuildinghis car
and hasn’tdriven itatall since his Woodpecker
shunt. That was 18 months ago, but he knows the
carisquick. “I'll have to do afew events to allow
myself togetback intoit,” hesays. “Iknow the
car’s capable of beingup there.”

Lawson will spend some of histimefocusing
on the development of his Nova’snew Rega

REIS BTRDA Rally Series 2014
RND| RALLY | DATE

1 | Wyedean ForestRally | February 15

2 | Malcolm WilsonRally | March 15

3 | Somerset Stages April 12

4 | Plains Rally May 17

5 | Dukeries Rally June 7

6 | Nicky Grist Stages July12

7 | Woodpecker Stages August 30

8 | Trackrod Stages September 27
9 | Cambrian Rally October 18

Crews count their best six scores from the first eight events they enter

suspension. Thesetup hasn’tbeenusedona
Novainaforestbefore. “That will take some of
ourfocus,” says Lawson. “We’re going to have to
getusedtoitand howithandles.”

Hisrecipe towin the championship sounds
relatively straightforward, but is difficult to
achieve: “To compete youneed abudget,
reliability and youneed to keepfinishingin the
topfive throughout the season.”

Theregulations in the 1400 class are relatively
tight, which helpstolimit costand tokeep the
competition close. But the drivers arestill
competitiveanimals and seek to develop their
carsasmuch aspossible. Dan Evans impressed
withhis speed last year and the 22-year-old says
he’sreached the limit of his Nova’s potential.
“We’ve made some modificationsto it to improve
thereliability,” he says. “But we’rebuildinga
Corsanow. We hoped to have it out on the Wyedean,
but with work commitments we’ve not been able to
finish itin time. The main reason we’re changing
carsisbecause Novasarehard tofind. Thereare
one or two bodyshells around but there arealot
more Corsas about. We’ll test and develop the
Corsabefore werun it inarally. We want to be
onthepaceassoon as we get on events. We want
tobeup thefrontand in contention for the
championshipthisyear.”

The Hereford driver acknowledges that it won’t
beeasy and hereels of thelonglist of rivalsthat
he’llbeeyeing on the Chepstow startline this
weekend: “Smith and Bennett will be the men to
beat. Ash Slightscan be quick on hisday and he
could go well now he’s got on top of theengine
problems. He was very quick in Rally Firsta couple
of yearsago.Iexpect Justin Lawson tobetheretoo.”

Slights, the 2010and 2011 Rally First champion,
struggledlast year to get his Toyota Yarisonto
the pace. Development work on the engine has
benefitted the car but he’s unsure how competitive
we will bethis year.

“It’scertainly better,” he says. “There’salot of
quick driversand they’reall close.It’s therules
that help to keep the competition close and the
cars’ performances similar. Hopefully we’ll get
there with the Yaris, our times were good on the
Somerset Stageslast year. Also, peopleliketosee
modern carsontherallies.”

When it comes to trying to win the 1400title,
Cheltenham driver Darren Pinchin can offera
few words of advice.In2008 and 2011 helifted the
crownbutthis year he’llberunninga part
campaign as he spends time helping his son with
hiskartracingcareer. “Youneed tobe consistent
and stay ontheroad,” hesays. “Beingquick inthe
morning paid off for me. It paid off for Julian too.
Hetended to goaway quickly and then the others
hadtotrytocatchup.”

That method works because with somerallies,
theroads canrut up with repeated stage use. The
1400 carsrun ahead of the four-wheel-drive Group
Nand WRCmachines and soonasecondloop can
struggle. But that’snot the case this weekend as
the Wyedean hasnorepetition of thetests.

“Therallies are more of an endurance trialfor
the 1400 cars,” agrees Pinchin. “The 1400 cars are
unbelievable for what they are. You want to see
howfar you can climbup theleaderboard. You can
getnear thetopten and that’s satisfying.”

Evansconcurs: “Everyone underestimatesthe
1400 cars. They are quick. And it’s competitive.
It’sagoodlaugh and it’sfriendly too.”

But when it comes to what will happen this
weekend, nobody has an answer.

The 1400 class is open and the nature of the
rally enhances the unpredictability. “There’s
often snow and ice on the Wyedean Rally;”
says Bennett. “It’salottery. We’ll just be looking for
afinish. We’ll set the car up and aim for pointsand
then on the Malcolm Wilson [round two] the
season will really get going.” l

Smith has the tag
| of 1400 favorite

— Slights says his Toyota Yaris
is fully sorted for new attack
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Likeall motorsport, rallying isn’t cheap.
The Morris 1400 Championshipis
relatively high-profile and that status
brings a slightly higher cost for the
competitorthan in other series.

Justin Lawson isreturningtothe
championship this weekend, having
fixed his car after aheavy crash in 2012.

“My co-driver Paul Hargreaves and
Igottogetherrecently to work out the
budget for the year,” he says. “Youneed
abigone. Entry fees seem to have gone
up in recent years. Petrol is expensive

Makmg the ends meet to put upa tltle challenge for the 1400 champlonshlp

and you have accommodation and tyres.
Itcanaddupto£1100or £1200 per event.”

That’salottoshell outforanine-
round championship, although only a
crew’sfirsteight events count towards
thefinal standings. But with the close
competition, nottomention thefact
eachrally covers45miles, thereisreal
value for money tobe had.

“Butthat brings a problem because
sponsorship is harder tofind and you
want to stay competitive,” says Lawson.
“You have to miss one event, so we have

todo. The older cars in the 1400 series
are petrol-guzzling cars. They takerich
fuels and dolimited miles per gallon.
You'relooking at £450 for tyres and £450
for the entry. Then £200 or £300 for
accommodation and petrol.”

Does Lawson think that anything can
be donetoreducethe cost? ‘“The entry
fee doesn’t go away. You canlook at how
yourun thetyrebudget but the fuel is
needed. Havingsaid that, the costs seem
relatively stable in the 1400 series.”
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Four-wheel-drive adds
an unpredictable edge

Predicting a winner of the REIS
BTRDA Gold Star Championshipis
always a difficult business.

In 2012, the final round shoot-out
for the title was between Roger
Chilman, Hugh Hunter and Shaun
Gardener. Last year it was Euan
Thorburn, Connor McCloskey,
Charlie Payne and Stephen Petch
battling it out.

Thatillustrates the closeness of
the championship, but also the
changing cast of characters due to
the difficulty in getting a season
together. A couple of early
retirements are enough tostopa
driver competing in later events
because their title chances are over.

By contrast, get some good early
scores and a driver can goon aroll.
Thorburn didn’tintend to contest
the Gold Star last year, but some
strong early results meant he was
sucked into the title fight. It was
the ultimate ‘take it as it comes’
approach. This year;, the Scot says
hismain focus is on the ARR Craib
MSA Scottish Rally Championship,
but he will line up for the Wyedean
on Saturday. Intriguingly, he’ll be
joined by his great Scottish rival
David Bogie. Both Ford Focus WRC
drivers are out for mileage ahead
of the Snowman Rally, but both
will be pushing each other.

McCloskey, who won the Wyedean
last year, won’t be in Chepstow. But
Petch will be, and the Focus WRC
man could be a contender for the
crown if he strings together some
decent early scores.

The need for consistency means
that World Rally Car drivers don’t
always win the season-long battle.
So two dark horses for the crown
include Ollie Mellors in the rapid
Proton-Millington and 2013
BTRDA Production Cup winner
Luke Francis, whois stepping up to
a Class B13-spec Mitsubishi Lancer.

The rapid Lawson will make
' areturn after abig’'12 shunt

-

Thorburn
tooklast
year’s
Gold
Startitle




INASSOCIATIONWITH

J

CHAMPIONSHIP INDEX

1 | WSA Bitish Rally Championship
2 | MSA Engiish Rally Championship
3 | ARR Craib MSA Scottish

‘
Eof
il
4

of England Rally Championshi
m |A

s

NO.| CHEMPIONSHIP
26 | AWMMC Kingsway Insurance Heart

NO.| CHAMPIONSHIP

45 | Bntpart M3A British Cross

Country Championship

$ Performance North of England

1| REIS BTRDA Rally Series

Rally Championship Tarmacadam Rally Championship
4 | Pirelli MSA Welsh National 28 | BP Motor Body Builders Cotswold
Rally Championship | Motor Sport Group Rally Champi
5 | MSA Northem Ireland 29 | Hamilton Classics Associations of
Rally Championshi Central Southern Motor Clubs Rally
©  [REIS MSA Asphalt Rally | Championship |
Championship 30 | Ward Construction Association of Eastem

Mator Clubs Stage Rally Ch

8 | Mintex MSA British
Historic Rally Championship
9 | West Wales Rally Spares
RAC. Rally Championship
10 | NGK Spark Plugs BRC Challenge
1| BRC RallyTwo Championship
12 _ | Citroén Racing Trophy UK

31 | Eurocars Matorspart Manx
Rally Championship ______ ]
32 | East Midland Association of Motor
Clubs Multi-Venue Championship ]
33 | Ranworth Skoda East Medland Association |
| of Mator Clubs Multi-lise Championshi
3 | Association of North East Midlands

46 | Ecosse Challenge

4T | Junior 1000 Ecosse Challenge

48 | BLUE Scottish Tarmack

Rally Championship

|49 | Scottish Borders Championship

subject to MSA
_______ | Five of Clubs Rally Championship

Brian Dennis Motorsport Welsh
Historic Champi

NATIONAL

AR
ﬁ%EIFNBIRSH MOTORSPORT

‘m 1nsured - ¢

Delivering motorsport insurance faster

RALLY

R

Motascope Northem Historic
Championshi
Gwynne Speed Rally Challenge

Tarmac Rally Championship
Irish Historic Tarmac Stage

Rally Championship

13 | Fiesta SportTrophy

Motor Clubs Forest Rally Championship

51

52
[53 |

54 | Clonakilty Blackpudding Irish
ER

56

i

18| BTRDA Historic Cup
19 | ANCC Forest Challenge

| 20 | ANCC Tarmacadam Challenge
21| ANCC Multi-Use Challenge

368 | Association of North Westemn Car

| Clubs Forest Rally Championship

39 | Association of North Westem Car
Clubs Anglesey Rally Challenge

22 |In Car Services Welsh
|| Clubmans Rally Championship
23 | Steve Harkmess Competiion Tyres
Welsh T: Jam Championst
24| King of Epynt
25 | § G Petch Association of North
East and Cumbria Car Clubs
_| Stage Rally Champianship

40 | Association of North Westem Car
Clubs Historic Rally Championship

41 | Association of South Westem Motor |
Clubs Sealed Stage Rally Championship |
{7 | Association of South Westem
Clubs Loose Stage Rally Championship
K] ["FRP—IE_IFUEEE'?
| ¥ | 6R4.com

jotor

¢¢ Sisters Rally Challengs |

14 | Twingo Renaultsport R1 35 | Association of North East Midands Motor | Dunlop Irish _Nalmpal Stage
and R2 Trophy UK Clubs Sealed Surtace Rally Championship | Ralty Championship
15 | Moris Lubricants 36 | Association of North East Midkands Motor Valvaline Motersport Ireland
| | BTROA 1400 Championship Clubs Mixed Surface Rally Championship | | Forest Rally Championship
|16 |BTRDARally First | 37 | Association of North Western Car | 58 |Top Part West Coast
11| MG ZR Rally Challenge | Clubs Stage Rally Champianship Ralty Championship

59 | Southem 4 Rally Championship

60 | Midlands East Rally Championship

61 | Sligo Pallets Border

. "
Rally Champ

¥

62 |Tiiton Shawers South East

Super 1000 Rally Championship

['85 | Formula 1000 Stage

| Rally Championship
66 | Junior 1000 Rally Champianship

| |Stages Championship

| 63| Formula 1000 Forest Championship
64
]

|Jan16-18 | Rallye Monte Carlo
|Feb5-8 | Rally Sweden

| March6-9 | Rally México

| April3-6 | Rally Portugal
|May8-11 | Rally Argentina
|June6-8 | Rallyd'ltalia Sardegna
| June 27-29 | Rally Poland

|Aug1-3 | RallyFinland

Oct3-5

FIAWorld Rally Championship [Aug22-24 Rallye Deutschland
Sept 12-14 | Rally Australia

| Rallye de France-Alsace

Oct24-26 | Rallye Catalunya
Nov14-16 | WalesRallyGB

FIAEuropean

Jan3-5
Jan31-Feb?2

Championshij

| Janner Rallye (AUT)
Rally Liepaga-Veentspils (LAT)

March 28-30
April 17-19
May 15-17
June 19-21
July17-19

Aug 29-31

Sept 19-21
Oct 23-25
Nov6-8
TBC

INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Acropolis Rally (GRE] |

Circuitof Ireland
Rally Acores (POR)
Ypres Rally (BEL)
Rally Estonia (EST)
RallyZin (CZE) _
Cyprus Rally (CYP)

Rallye du Valais (SUI) |

Tour de Corse (FRA)

S RallyRomania (ROM) |

2014 | =
DATE |[EVENT | CHEMPIONSHIP DATE |[EVENT
5 Rally North Wales |1,4,8,11,12, 1 Jim Clark
13, 14,38,51 Reivers Rally
5 GetltSideways |28 1 Mini Epynt Stag
Stages [Down Ampney) 1 Circuit of Munsi
5 DCCStages (ingliston)| 27, 48,49 (IRL)
6 Alan Healey Memorial | 20, 35 7 Dukeries Rally
Rally {Cadwe!l Park)
6  |LookoutStages |33,37 7 |Moume Rally (N
(Melbourne) 7/8 |ForrestLodge 4
6 Circuit of Kerry (IRL) | 56, 58 8 Abingdon Carne
12  |Somerset Stages |2.71516.1718 42,63 64 Stages
12/13|Pike'sPeak 4x4 |45 8 Keith Frecker
13 |TalbennyStages |23,4 Stages (Weeto
13 |MunsterMoonraker| 57,62 8 Laois Heartland
Forest Rally (IRL) Rally (IRL)
NT CALENDAR 18/19|Circuitoflreland |ERC,5,54,556 14 |Crail Summer
FEBRUARY Rally (NI) Stages
DATE |[EVENT |CHEMPIONSHIP 20 |KamesRally 47 15 |Coracle Stages
15 |Wyedean 2,4,715,16,17, 26  |Tourof Hamsterley |9, 19, 25,32,38 (Sweet Lamb)
Forest Rally 18,42,51,63,64 26 |Coltel Granite 3,46 20/21 |Rally of the Midlan
22  |Amold Clark 3 City Rally 20-22 |Donegal Intematio
|Snowman Rally 26  |HorbaD'lsisRally MIRA)| 26, 33,37 Rally (IRL)
22  |JackNealMemorial (35,37 27 |Monaghan Stages |61 21 |DMACKCarlis
Rally (Blyton) Rally (IRL) Stages
22 |Fivemiletown (NI 22  |Midsummer
|Spring Rally MAY Caerwent Stag
23 |BirrStages 58,60 DATE |[EVENT | CHEMPIONSHIP 22 |Wolds Rally (Ludic
Rally (IRL) 3/4 |ToyotaHarlech [23,37 29  |Three Counties
Stages (Llanbedr) Stages (Smeathar
MARCH 3/4  |PreliRichardBums (1,8,11,12,13,14, 28 |Scottish Rally
DATE Im |cm10Nsm Foum[:lahon Ra_l_ly 25, 49, 50, 52
1 |BovinglonStages |20.41 374_|Raly ofthe Lakes (IRLI | 54, 56,59 26 |LurganParkRal
2 |MidWalesStages|4,8,9, 22, 4 |ConniumStages |28, 29,41,53 29 |Enville Stages
! 38,40,43,51 ISty aveeey) (Anglesey)
t . R 4 Hallamshire Stages | 35, 65, 66
2 Roskirk Stages |37, 44, 65,66 (Barkston Heath) 29 |RavensRock
(Three Sisters) 9710 |ManxNational Rally |6,31,37 Rely (IR
2 |William Loughman |57, 62 10 |Tourofthe Spemns (NI |5
|Forestry Rally IRL) 10/11[Sydney-London JULY
8  |MalcoimWison |2,7,15,16,17,18, Marathon (UK leg)
|Rally 25,38,40,63,64 10/11 |Sennybndge 4x4 |45 5/6 |Machrinhanish
8  |4Hire Jurby Stages |31 11 |John Overend Stages
9 [TourofEpynt _ |6,23,24,37 [Stages Meiboume)| 21, 33,36 6 |ALMCStages(Ri
9 |MayoStages |56,61 11 [Middlewick Stages 6 |LoughNeagh Stag
|Rally (IRL) __|(Woodbridge) 30| 12 [Nicky GristStag
15 |Bishopscourt  [(NI)5 11 |CardowStages (IRL) |56,62
Stages 17  |Plains Rally 4,7,15,16,17,18, 12 |FatAlbert Stag
15/16|West Cork Rally (RL)| 59 22,38,40,43,63,64 (Keevil)
16 |FyingFortressStages |30, 33, 36 L ﬁf]‘”s SS‘.ag“ 8444 13| Greystoke Stag
| (Grafton Underwood) 37 Mﬁ?s;;:gjbh £7 60 13  |AlbarKames Troph
16 |Lee Hf:plland 20,37, 39, 65,66 Forest Rally : Rally
[Memorial (Anglesey) 17718 | TSHSiages [Porvealn] | 20, 41 13 |Brawdy Stages
22 |Border Counties |3,25,46,49,52 24  |RedDragonIT Stages | 26, 28 13 |Connacht Sligo
|Rally (Down Ampney) Stages (IRL)
23 |AGBOStages |26 24 |Loughall Stages Rally (NI) 19 |Dave Corris Aul
|(Weston Park) 25 |Lawrence Landiil Forest Stages
23 |Tourof Caerwent |23,28,53 |Stages (Dale) 23,43,51,65,66 26  |Imokily Single Stag
23 |SMCStages (Weeton)| 21,37 25 [Twylord Wood Stages | 21, 33,36, 37 Rally (IRL)
30 |BoyndieRally(Banff)|47 25 __|Cavan StagesRaly(IRL) [ 6 1 26/27 |Radnor 4x4
30 [MidandMoto |60 30/31 [Jim Clark Rally 1,6,11,12,13, 27  |HarryFlattersRa
|Stages (IRL) 14,2752 27  |BoconnocMotorsp
30 |PHoggart Rally Time Trial 31  [SevemValleyStages |4, 9,51 Carnival Stages
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re you?

than anyone else

CHAMPIONSHIPS AT A GLANCE

MSA British Rally Championship
DATE | CHEMPIONSHIP

WWRSR.A.C.Rally Championship
DATE | CHEMPIONSHIP

April 5/6 Rally North Wales Feb2 Red Kite Stages
May 3/4 Pirelli Carlisle Richard | March?2 | Mid-Wales Stages
Burns Foundation Rally April 26 Tour of Hamsterley
May 30/31 | Jim Clark Rally | May31 | Severn Valley Stages
June 27/28 | RSAC Scottish Rally | June 21 Carlisle Stages
Aug 15/18 | Todds Leap Rally NI | Aug9 |NeathaJIexStg.Qgs
Sept11-13 | RallyIsle of Man* | | Sept26/27 | Trackrod Historic Cup
Oct17/18 Rallye St ker International
* double-header ARR Craib MSA Scottish Rally Championship
DATE | CHAMPIONSHIP
Clonakilty Blackpudding IrishTarmac Feb22 Amold Clark Thistle Snowman Rally
Rally Championship March22 | Brickand Steel Construction
Border Counties Rally
Feb8/9 Galway International Rally April 26 Coltel Granite City Rally
April 18/19 | CircuitofIreland | Junel | Jim Clark Reivers Rally
May 3/4 International Rally of the Lakes June 28 RSAC Scottish Rally
June 20-22 | Donegal Intemational Rally | | Aug?2 | Speyside Stages
Aug 15/16 Ulster Rally Sept 6 Merrick Stages
Oct4/5 Cork '20' International Rally | [Octa | ColinMcRae Forest Stages

Mintex MISA British Historic Rally

Pirelli MSAWelsh Forest Rally Championship

AUGUST OCTOBER
| CHAMPIONSHIP | DATE | EVENT | CHAMPIONSHIP | DATE | EVENT | CHEMPIONSHIP
|3,25,48,49 2 Speyside Stages | 3,46 4 ColinMcRae Stages | 3, 46
| 2 | DogleapStages (NI) 475 Cork20hlemaiiunali 54,55,59
es|24 3 |Tyneside Stages |6,25,27,48 Rally (IRL)
er | 56,58 3  |PhoenixStages |21,33,36 5  |HaroldPalinStages | 33,36
| (Fulbeck) (Fulbeck) .
2715,16,12,18,| |9 |NeathValley  |9,22 4353 5 g“*‘ L?"*’“"'GRT'“J |53
19,32,34,63,64 | Stages :3'11; M“pﬁ';';k'“ﬂ ally B
i) |5 10 | Solway CoastRally | 27,47,48, 49, A Hiny :
11 |DonegalHarvest |586,61
x4]45 50, 65,66 Rally (IRL)
«al|28,29,30,41,53 9 |CarfaxStages |28,29,41 17 [Regency Stages [28,20,41
| (Benson) (Shepton Mallet)
37 10 | GarethHallStages |37 12 |PeterLioydStages |23, 65,66
) (Trawsfynydd) (Pembrey)
s |60 10 | Tipperary 56,62 12 |AdgespeedStages |21,37,44
| Stonethrowers (Three Sisters)
47,48 | Stages (IRL) 18 |CambrianRally |4,7,15,16,1718,
15/16| Ulster Rally 1,5,8,11,12,13, 20,38.40,51,63,64
22,38,42,43 14,54,55 18 | Rallye Sur [1,811,12.1314,42
17 | Centenary Stages | 21, 26,33, 35,37 18 |DownRally (NI) |5
ds 20,26 | (Barkston Heath) 19 ABRRwﬁngKam% 47
nal| 54,55 24 | MewlaRally (Epynt)| 6,23, 24, 37 Junior Rally
. 24 |JimWalsh Cork |57 19 | GSMCStagesRaly(RL) 60
le |9 | ForestRally (IRL) 25/26 WaltersArt_ena4x4|45
26 | GallowayHillsRally 49,50
24 | WestMeath Rally |60 26 TlynnS 30.33.35
[23,65,66 Sprint (IRL) {ézr:.mfg.;:} S
eS 30 | Woodpecker 2,4,715,16,1718, 26 | FastnetSiagesRaly IRL) 59
rd) Stages 38,40,42,51,63 64
|29 31 | Galway Summer |56,58
) Stages (IRL) NOVEMBER
1,3,8,11,12,18, DATE | EVENT | CHAMPIONSHIP
14,46,49,50,52 SEPTEMBER 1 Kingdom Stages (Crad) | 48
y (NI) DATE | EVENT | CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Gullion Stages (NI) |
37,39 6 |MermickForest |3,46,50 1/2 |GlynMemorial 23,37, 39,
Stages Stages (Anglesey) |47, 65,66
[59,62 & |PromenadeStages|37 2__ |MEMMekor [19,25,32,34,52
(New Brighton) 7/8 |PokerStars Rally |31,37
i g 8 |TempestRaly |2,42
6 Lakeland Stages (NI) | 5 F
: 7| Pendragon Stages | 20, 25,27,48 pratungusi
| CHAMPIONSHIP 7 _ValeonorkStages 33,36 B Glensof Antrm (NI)|
48 | (Melboune) | 9 | CheviotKeith 6,20,25,27,49
ol [ 7 Prima Motorsport |41,53 KnoxStages
) 16,60 Stages (Smeatharpe) 9  |KeryBannaMini |68
es | (NI) 11-13| RallylsleofMan |1,8,11,12, Stages (IRL)
s [4,7,15,16,17,18, 13,14,31,55 1417 WalesRally GB _|WRC
38,40,43,! 64| | 13/14/ Wexford Stages |6,62 16 |NHMCCadwell |33,35
Park Stages
3 | 26,28, 29, Rally (IRL)
22 |HallTroph 21,37
1314 Ceri 4x4 45 Stages (Blyton)
es | 19,256,38,50,52 20 Imm 29,30 23 |PremierStages |32,34
y |47 20 | RedDragonStages |22, 38,42 23 | Bolero Time Trial{Amcott)
21 | ThorHammer 28/29| Killamey Historic Rally (IRL)
65,66 Stages (Driffield) 28-30| Roger Albert Clark Rally
61 21 | Knockhill Rally 47
21 | Clare Stages (IRL)| 56,58 DECEMBER
0s|31,38 26/27 | Trackrod Rally ~ |2,79,15,16,1718,19, | LV i p | CHEMPIONSHIP
| Yorkshire 32,3438 40,5263,64 6 Coppermines 19,25
e |59 27 | Omagh Bushwhacker |57 Grizedale Stages
| Rally (NI) 6/7 | Rockingham Stages |30,53
45 28 | Palriot Stages 27 | Chrstmas Stages {Crof()| 25
lly |8,23,24,43,51 (Caerwent) 26,28,41,43 28 ;Vest Wsales Ra'('g.e e
ot 28 |PendleHerces |37 pares Jiages 1 smuorey
: Stages (Weeton) 28 | LongmoorLoco Stages
Details correct al time of vess
[ COMPETITION AWHEELSJ

Alloy wheels for all forms of motorsport
Tel: +44 (0) 1827 64111 Fax:+44 (0) 1827 63911 Mobile: +44 (0) 7702 845264
Email: revolution@scp-uk.com Web: www.revolutionwheels.com

TUNE TO WIN witn NORTHAMPTON MOTORSPORT

Whether it's Vintage or Modern,
on carbs or engine management,

our dyno has

seen them all.

Weber, Dellorto, SU and Stromberg
agents, Life Racing and Omex
engine management agents plus
‘we map all other popular engine

management systems.
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~ Get Northampton Motorsport
# - ONYOURTEAM

T: 01604 7

W: northamptonmoto

Championship DATE | CHEMPIONSHIP
DATE | CHEMPIONSHIP Feb15 Wyedean Rally
March 2 Mid-Wales Stages | March? | Mid-Wales Stages
April5 Rally North Wales | | Aprils Rally North Wales
May 3 Pirelli Historic Rally May 17 | Plains Rally
June 28 RSAC Scottish Rally | May 31 Sevemn Valley Stages
July 27 Harry Flatters Rally [ July12 [ Nicky Grist Stages
Aug15/16 | Ulster Historic Rally | | Aug3o Woodpecker Stages
| Sept11-13 | Rallee Classicagh (Isle ofMan) | Oct18 | Cambrian Rally
Oct17/18 | Rallye Sunseeker Historique ] e
‘REISMSA Rslghalt—ll;lly C-l'li;ml;io_néﬂip DATE | CHAMPIONSHIP
| CHEMPIONSHIP Feb15 Wyedean Rally
March 9 Tour of Epynt |_March8 | Malcolm Wilson Rally
May9/10 | ManxNational Rally | (A2 Somerset Stages
- . | June? | Dukeries Rally
May 30/31 | Jim Clark National 30 Wood S
July6 ALMC Stages | &a oodpecser »lages
_July 1age I [ Sept27 | Trackrod Stages
:ugg Hnesllad;a Sizages | Nov8 Tempest 2 Rally
ug 24 ewl : :
Sept13/14 | Wexford Stages MSA NorthernIrish Rally Championship
Nov9 Cheviot Keith Knox Stages | DATE | CHEMPIONSHIP
- March156 | Bishopscourt Stages
REISBTRDA Rally Series | April18 | Circuit of Ireland
DATE | CHAMPIONSHIP May 10 Tourofthe Sperrins
Feb15 Weir Engineering Wyedean Rally | dune 175 | mwm;;f'y
March8 | Malcolm Wilson Rally g:g s pistecRaly
April 12 Somerset Stages [ ! 2 2998
MF‘" = e | L[Ooti8 Down Rally
ay ins .
Juny 7 Dukeries Rally Dunlop Irish National Rally Championship
July 12 Nicky Grist Stages |l DATE | CHEMPIONSHIP
Aug 30 Woodpecker Stages ] | k‘l:;ll:is'- 9 [ E’Iigyo itS1faEees
Sept 27 Trackrod Stages reuit of Kerry
0;:1 8 Cambrian Raa'?Iy May 11 Carlow Stages
| Junel | Circuit of Munster
Aug10 Tipperary Stone Throwers Stages
? | Aug31 | Galway Summer Stages
GOTASTORY: Sepr21 | GureSiages__
111 alway Harvest Stages
james.bolton@haymarket.com | [

port.com E: northamptonmotorspo

onnect.com

SHERWOOD
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WRC ROUND TWO: SW

As one YW falters, there are two more following in its wheel tracks... By David Evans

hePoloR’sengine
note was totally
drowned out.
It was simply
impossible tohear
above the cheering
and then the
banging of hands onthe bonnet.
Jari-Matti Latvala’s second win for
Volkswagen was his third in Sweden.
And thisonereally meantalot. He’d
found his fastform again and, fora
Finn, that’severything. The German
team dominated last week’s winter
round of the championship and, had it
notbeen Latvala winning, it could have
been Sébastien Ogier — were it not for
asecond day visit toasnowbank -or
even Andreas Mikkelsen, as the
Norwegian showed his best pace to
date in a Polo to take second.

Legone
Distance: 39.71 miles Weather: miserable grey day Ambient
temperature range on stages: minus 2 to minus 3 Celsius

Volkswagen’s steamroller moved up
agear ontheopeningday of Rally
Sweden, with the top three positions
dominated by Polo R WRCs on all but
three of the seven openinglegstages.
Ogierled at the end of the day, but his
narrow advantage of 5.8s over Andreas
Mikkelsen reflected a tough day atthe
front of thefield for the champion as
much as an inspired day for alocal
hero, whorevelled in the roads on the
right side (for him) of the Norwegian-
Swedish border.

Ahead of the start, Ogier had been
worried at the potential for heavy
snowfall before he led the crews into
the woods. He needn’t have worried.
Winter had left the lightest of touches
ontheregion with a thin coating of
ice covered by a thinner layer of snow.
The Monte winner wouldn’t be
ploughing the stages.

Mikkelsen led after the Wednesday
night superspecial, but Ogier hit the
frontin SS2 and stayed there untila
crackingrun through Finnskogen 2
put Mikkelsen back to the front.

“Ididn’t have split times in there
for the final section,” said Ogier at the
end of the stage, “Ithink he will take
time, it wasnot sonice beingfirst in
thisone.”

Mikkelsen stormed through what
hastobeone of the most rewarding
stages on the route, fastest. But it
hadn’tbeen plain sailing. “Ithought
Thad apuncture,” hesaid. “The car
felt strange, but the grip came back.”

Leadingtherally - therally proper,
not a superspecial - for thefirsttime, he
headed away to the final day one stage
with asmile.

Ogier had the last laugh, however, as
hemoved back to the front taking six
seconds out of Mikkelsen on the second
run at Torsby, courtesy of theleader’s
decision tostick with worn tyres to save

Tinak was a star on his WRC return

hisfresh boots for Friday morning.
While there was plenty of smiles in

the VW’srunning one-two, the Latvala
car on the bottom step of the
provisional podium wasn’t quitesuch a
happy place. The Finn had struggled
with a gear shift problem, which slowed
the second-to-third change slightly —a
problem in twisty sections of Kirkener.
Without a fastest time all day, Latvala
admitted he had to be happy to be just
12.2s off Ogier, but he knew he needed
tostep itup when theeventarrived
back in Sweden.

Asmuchashewastryingto cling
tohis colleagues’ coat tails, he spent
much of the day fending off areturning
Ott Tdnak. The Estonian was brilliant
on hisfirstdayback ina FiestaRS
WRC. He set a fastest time, ran third
for three stages and ended day one just
2.6s off Latvala in fourth. Mads @stberg
was top Citroén in fifth and feeling
much happier when gravel started
showingthrough the icy roads in the
afternoon, better replicating the
conditions on which he’d tested.

Mikko Hirvonen ended the day tied
with @stberg, the man with whom he
had switched seats over the winter.
Hirvonen’s start had been steady, he
pointed out that he was keen to get
further into the event than he had last
year, where he crashed on the second
stage. “We'reintouch with the
leaders,” he said. “We have been at 99.5
per cent this afternoon. Goingat 100
per cent means taking risks and maybe
thetime is here for somerisks.”

Thierry Neuville and Juho Hanninen
brought their Hyundai i20 WRCs home
seventh and eighth respectively and
respectably. The only issue for the
Korean team was a broken jack aboard
the Belgian’s car, which meant Neuville
couldn’t swap fronts for rears in the
afternoon. Pontus Tidemand and Kris
Meeke rounded out the top ten.
Standings after day one:

1 Ogier/Ingrassia 39m 56.6s; 2 Mikkelsen/
Markkula +5.8s; 3 Latvala/Anttila+12.2s; 4
Tanak/Molder +14.8s; 5 Dstberg/
Andersson +22.5s; 6 Hirvonen/Lehtinen
+22.5s.

Leg two

Distance: 72.98 miles Weather: rain Ambient temperature
range on stages: 0 to minus 3 Celsius

Thursday night’s end of day press
conference had a very Volkswagen
feel toit. For thefirst time since the
German team’s arrival at the top of the
WRC, they totally dominated the day’s
post-competition formalities. Team
principal Jost Capito insisted the

trio would be allowed to fight, but
Mikkelsen still sought assistance...
“Write that,” he said. “If you write
itthen we can definitely push!”

It was Latvala who pushed hardest
on Friday morning’s opener, leaving
histeam-matestrailingasheripped
intotheroad runningaround the
Dalkarlssjon lake. He pulled time out
of everybody as Lesjofors progressed,
but drama was awaitinga PoloR WRC
near the finish.

It was Ogier who blinked first in this
three-way scrap. He planted his VW in
asnowbank and waited more than four
minutes while his new-found friends
dughimout.

“Itwas my fault,” he said at thefinish.
“I'wasstupid.Idid the hard work
yesterday, driving first on theroad,
and thenthis...”

A momentary lapse in concentration
on turn in had meant he clipped a
snowbank which spun therear of the
car into the opposing bank. In typical
Swedish style that spun the front
around and speared him into the snow.

+| RALLY SWEDEN ESSENTIALS

‘-"'l‘

Date:February 5-8
Base:Karlstad
Weather: Overcast,
rain and some snow.
Not exactly ideal winter
rally conditions, all
things considered... 1
Distance: 201.02
miles competitive,
782.79 miles liaison

KARLSTAD

===[

5

“Iwasnotthefirsttodothismistake
thismorning,” he said. “I saw a few
holes in the snowbanks, but Iam the
only oneto get stuck.”

Havingstarted the stage third and
lookingat second, Latvalaended a
greatrun second and on the verge of
thelead. Mikkelsen immediately hit
back on Fredriksberg, opening his
advantageback to3.3s.

“He hasayoungspirit,” said Latvala
philosophically after hearinghisrival’s
time. “He’sdrivingan amazingrally.”

Mikkelsen’s amazingrally almost
came toanend one stage later when
the number nine Polo was ditched in
fifth gear. “We were lucky to get out of
that,” hesaid.

Butnotlucky enough tokeep thelead
asLatvalamoved 1.8s ahead. For the
rest of the day, Latvala would beat
Mikkelsen through the forest stages,
but, having used his tyres between the
trees, he wasleft with little grip in the
short spectator-pleasing sprint stage
onthe outskirts of Hagfors. Second
time through, Mikkelsen attacked
hard and slashed a ten-second lead to

four before taking another 1.2s at the
Karlstad finale.

“I'mpushinghard, butnotlike this...
said Mikkelsen raisinghisfingersto
hishead inthe shape of agun. “Iwill
keep the pressure tomorrow, but not
crazy. Well, maybe alittle crazy!”

Latvala was asubduedleader. “Tam
disappointed with myself for this
sprintstage,” hesaid. “Icouldn’t get
the car out of the corners.”

Téanak’s hopes of stayingin the
podium fight were knocked when he
suffered a spin on the opening stage
of theday and then his co-driver
struggled with the delivery of
pacenotes for the rest of the morning.

@stberg passed Tdnak in SS8, but the
lead Citroéndriver losttime tothe
VWs throughout day two, his cause
nothelped when he came acrossa
stricken Kubica in SS12and SS14in
the afternoon. Hirvonen remained in
touchingdistance of the DS3, with the
Finn doinghis best to get @stberg’seye
off the ball by betting him some beer
thathe’d beathim.

“I'think my money is safe,” smiled

Mads while predicting a cheaper than
expected Saturday night.

Téanak was just six seconds down on
Hirvonen, with Meeke aminute down
insixth and embroiled in a battle
with Tidemand and the Junior WRC
champion’s step-father Henning
Solberg, who was making up time after
aday one puncture. Elfyn Evansand
CraigBreen closed the top ten. Out of
the top ten for good were both Hyundais
with Neuvilleand Hanninen putting
their i20 WRCs off theroad. They would
beback for the final day.

Standings:

1 Latvala/Anttila 1h 48m 47.6s; 2 Mikkelsen/
Markkula +3.6s; 3 Dstberg/Andersson
+43.0s; 4 Hirvonen/Lehtinen +1m 02.7s; 5
Tanak/Molder +1m 08.7s; 6 Meeke/Nagle
+2m 31.2s.

Leg three

Distance: 88.33 miles Weather: overcast Ambient
temperature range on stages: 0 to 3 Celsius

Just when we thought winter was
turningto spring on Rally Sweden, the
snow came back —and it poured down
for much of Friday evening. Saturday’s
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‘Still brilliant, and
still quite bonkers’

Henning Solberg’s return, p25

Latvala was back in the
groove on Rally Sweden

early stages were nicely covered. With
temperatures staying stubbornly

above freezing, it was hardly beautiful,

light powder, but heavy wet snow was
better than gravel.

Leaving Hagfors service in the
dark, VW team principal Jost Capito
stood and waved his cars away.

“Now we see...” hesaid with a smile.
The German virtually skippingto
mission control to watch thisone
play out.

The accepted theory was, like
yesterday, with the full compliment
of 1456 studs beneath his Polo, Latvala
would ease his way clear. Then
Mikkelsen, who admitted he had
woken four or five times the night
before thinking about the day ahead,
took 0.9s out of him in the first four
miles of Hara. Yikes.

Latvala saw the splitand hit the
gas. Heblitzed theremainder of the
stage taking 3.9s out of histeam-mate
andrival. “That was...stressful,” said
Latvala, taking off hisbalaclavaand
wipinghisbrow.
continued on page 24

Ogier losttime and the chance of a win by slewing into a snow bank

i \/

SS1Karlstad 1
(1.18 miles)
Fastest: Mikkelsen 1m 33.4s
Leader: Mikkelsen

SS2Torsby1
(4.36 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 4m 38.1s
Leader: Ogier

SS3Kirkener 1
(4.44 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 5m 38.4s
Leader: Ogier

SS4Finnskogen1
(10.45miles)
Fastest: Mikkelsen 8m 58.9s
Leader: Ogier

SS5 Kirkener 2
(4.44miles)
Fastest: Tanak 5m 36.1s
Leader: Ogier

SS6 Finnskogen 2
(10.45miles)
Fastest: Mikkelsen 8m 45.9s
Leader: Mikkelsen

SSIToxsby2
(4.36 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 4m 34.1s
Leader: Ogier

SS8 Lesjofors 1
(9-32 miles)
Fastest: Latvala 9m 19.9s
Leader: Mikkelsen

SS9 Fredriksberg 1l
(11.27 miles)

Fastest: Ogier 10m 25.2s
Leader: Mikkelsen

SS10 Rammen 1
(14.14miles)
Fastest: Ogier Tlm 55.0s
Leader: Latvala

SS11Hagfors Sprint1
(1.16 miles;

Fastest: Solberg 2m 00.8s
Leader: Latvala

SS12 Lesjofors 2 (9.32
miles)

Fastest: Ogier 8m 55.25

Leader: Latvala

SS13Fredriksberg2
(11.27 miles)

Fastest: Ogier 10m 04.9s
Leader: Latvala

SS14 Rammen 2
(14.14miles)
Fastest: Ogier TIm 36.2s
Leader: Latvala

SS15 Hagfors Sprint2
(1.16 miles)

Fastest: Ogier 2m 02.9s

Leader: Latvala

S$S16 Karlstad 2
(1.18 miles)
Fastest: Mikkelsen 1m 36.7s
Leader: Latvala

SS17Haral (7.03miles)
Fastest: Latvala6m 33.6s
Leader: Latvala

SS18Torntorp 1
(11.96 miles)
Fastest: Latvala 10m 34.8s
Leader: Latvala

SS19Vargasenl
(15.30miles)
Fastest: Latvala 13m 50.1s
Leader: Latvala

S$S20Virmullsasen1
(9.86 miles;

Fastest: Latvala 8m 4725
Leader: Latvala

SS21Hara 2 (7.03miles)
Cancelled - conditions

S$S22Torntorp 2
(11.96 miles)
Fastest: Bstberg 10m 0295
Leader: Latvala

SS23Vargasen 2
(15.30miles)
Fastest: Ogier 13m 13.3s
Leader: Latvala

$S24Virmullsasen 2
(9.86 miles;

Fastest: stherg 8m 36.8s
Leader: Latvala

“Rally Sweden
needs to look to the
northern region”

welveyears ago Colin
McRae satin his Ford
Focus, a picture of
abjectdejection atthe
end of this rally. He’d
spuninthefinal stage
and lost fifth place by 2.3 seconds to
his brother Alister.

Much as it hurt being beaten by his
Mitsubishi-driving sibling, McRae's real
gripe was much more straightforward.

“They've got to move this bloody event;’
he said. “You've got to write that, write that
it's got to go north, we've had enough of
thissh*te!

Colin had a deliciously succinct way of
expressing his feelings.

The problem was the weather. The 2002
event started with good wintry conditions,
but constantly warming temperatures
meant R&mmen being cancelled on the
final day as the snow was stripped away to
expose the Swedish stages.

“In the right conditions, this is the best in
the world) said McRae, “but when it’s like
this, you can take no pleasure in driving”’

He was right. The spectacle had been
pretty much shot. Pushing hard and
pressing on was pretty much offthe
agendaandifadriver saw any kind of a
snowbank then they daren’t go anywhere
near it for fear of falling straight through it.

And last week was just the same.
Fortunately for the organisers of Rally
Sweden, a healthy dump of snow aweek
or so before the event began gave the place
awintry look — but the reality was quite
different and as temperatures rose again,
so the winter simply melted away to once
again expose thisrally’s shocking
dependence on the right weather.

Were the organisers unlucky? Maybe. Last
yearwasn't bad, the year before was pretty
good. But next year who knows?

Surely the time has come for alook north.
I'mlooking at this in its simplest form without
taking into consideration the economic
impact of moving what is afiscally borderline
event out of along-term base and away from
asupportive local council. But we have to be
brave. The WRC needs a winter rally. How
many times do we hear marketing types trot
out the line about going from Scandinavia’s
frozen north to the baking heat of la, Ia, la...
Well, not this time, please. There was
nothing freezing about Karlstad last week.

There have to be options further north and
if there's not, then we have to say goodbye
to Sweden. If we're brave enough to bin the
Acropolis then we have to frontup and go
to Russia, Canada, America or anywhere
whereitreally is properly cold.

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS ) ) ¢
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WRC ROUND TWO: SW

ooks like I'll
have to go back
to Sweden next
yeartogetmy
first proper

taste of a winter
round of the World Rally
Championship then...

winter was missing from

the second round last week.

The Finnskogen stage in
Norway was fantastic and exactly
what I'd thought driving on this
kind of an event would be like.
The car was progressive and a lot
of fun, it was incredible. | had a
big smile on my face all the way
through both runs at that stage.
The only regret was that | couldn’t
put on my race face and go back
and have an attack through there.

But that wasn't what Sweden
was about for me. | was out there
for experience and | certainly
got plenty of that. The warmer
weather meant there was plenty
of gravel coming through the
surface on most of the other
stages. There was pretty good
grip in these sections, but all the
time you knew if you came out
of the two tramlines and got onto
the really slushy stuff, you'd be
off the road in an instant.

The first two days went
completely to plan for us. We
weren't looking at the times, Paul
[Nagle] and | were just driving
our rally and getting as much
experience as possible. Bearing
that in mind, to be running sixth
was pretty good — there aren't
many who have gone to Sweden
for the first time and done that.

But then we were caught out
on the final morning. As |
accelerated out of a slow corner
on the second Saturday stage,
the inside front wheel got onto
the snowbank and just gradually
sucked mein.|got 20 or 30
metres out of the corner before |
could get the wheel out of the
bank, but when | lifted off it spun
me on the road and | was left
with the front wheels hanging in
the ditch.

If there had been five or six
spectators on that corner, we'd
have dropped 20 seconds.
There wasn'’t anybody around
and our sixth became tenth at
the end of the day.

I'm pleased with the experience
we took and that brief taste of
real winter conditions has left me
looking forward to coming back
for some more next year.

Neuville struck a snowbank

Continued from page23

The gap moved up to7.5s, but with
more than 80miles stilltocome
anything could happen.

Anditdid. Onthe very nextstage.
MikKkelsen’s car crossed the finish
line in plumes of steam and smoke.
Driver and co-driver were straight
outof the carand haulinghandfuls
of snow outof theradiatorandair
intake. Mikkelsen had dropped 25s,
theresultof tryingtosliceaninch
toomuchoutof athird-gearright-
handed corner.

“Icaughtthe snowbank on the
inside,” said the two-time IRC
champion, “and it spun me around
andfilled the front of the car with
snow. The engine temperature went

Last-gasp sensational win for Kruuda

“DidIwin? Did Iwin??”

Estonian Karl Kruuda was
desperate to know if hisfinal stage
charge had been enough.

Ithad. He’d won.

“Iwon. Iwon,” he said, quietly,
hisvoicefilling with emotion. It
had been an incredible rally for
the 21-year-old. Transmission
failure had left his Fiesta S2000
with front-wheel drive only for
thefinal two stages of the opening
day. He dropped almost two
minutestotheleader. His hopes
of awin were shattered. Gone.

Upfront,last year’s WRC2 winner
in Sweden, Yazeed Al Rajhi, was
pullingaway and lookinglike a
good bet for back-to-back success in
the snow. He’d been forced to give
best to Jari Ketomaa through the
firstloop, but the Finn’s DMACK-
shod Fiesta R5 struggled to keep
its studs when the gravel came
through on the second loop of
stages, leaving him powerless to
stop Al1Rajhi coming by. Power

steering woe on Thursday’s second
loop meant that was a physical as
well as metaphorical problem.

The Saudi Arabian had builta
solid minute and a half advantage
ahead of thefinal day and looked to
have hisfirst win of the season in
thebag. That was until the second
runat Vargasen.

“Icame over Colin’s crest,” he
said, “and then we slide, slide,
slide and have a smallroll.”

Hemade it out of the stageto
finish fourth and remained
philosophical. “We are here and
we are OK at thefinish,” he said,
“and that’s more important than
the win.”

Suddenly Ketomaa was out front
with justten milesremaining. But
Kruuda hadraced his way back
into contention and was now just
18s down on the leader. Could he
doit?

Splittimesrevealed Kruuda
needed to pull ten seconds back in
the final three miles. Ketomaa was

Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355
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up and we had to go intoroad mode.
Now we think about the podium...”

Half aminutenow separated the
toptwo, but Latvalawas inno
mood torelax. “Still,” heinsisted,
“anything can happen.”

Fortunately for him, thislonglast
leg—shortened by the cancellation
of Hara2-passed without incident.
The win washis. Crossingthe final
finishline, he was out of the carand
on the bonnet, pausing only for a big
hugfromhisfather.

“Thisonemeansalot,” hesaid, not
needingtosay more.

Mikkelsen came for a podium and
gotsecond. Any disappointment at
missing the win was soon forgotten.
It wasthe same story for @stberg,

Kruuda overcame transmission problems to battle back for glory

firsttofinish. “Idon’t think it was
enough,” he said. “Wehadno studs
all the way on the downhill section,
Thad togososlowly.”

Then, the wait.

And theagony.

And the ecstasy. Kruuda had
doneit, by 2.3s.

Beyond “I’'ve won”, he was pretty

whoadmitted he’d dreamed of a
victory, but was delighted with third —
apowerstage win meant more points.

Hirvonen and Tanak were fourth
and fifth with Ogier completinghis
exceptional recovery drive in sixth—
helped alittle when Meeke went off
theroad for seven minutes in SS18.
Meekedropped to 11th, butfinished
tenth at the cost of fellow Brit Evans
whorolled out of that place onthe
final stage.

So,the snow mightnot have
been perfect, but the pace and the
competition was more than amatch
for the way-too-warm weather. It
wasa classic,amuddy classic, buta
classicnonetheless. Latvala wins
;usuallyare.®

much speechless for a while. Given
amoment, he came up with: “I
never gave up. This is the first
time I have ever won anything,
anythingatall. This is sospecial.”

Behind Ketomaa, Fredrik Ahlin
was a very impressive third on his
debut inthe second DMACK car,
with AlRajhifourth.
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SEBASTIEN OGIER
VOLKSWAGEN

Brilliant, stupid, better than
brilliant was the way
Ogier's event went. Biffing
asnowbank in Lesjéfors
ruined what would have
been a second win this
season and in Sweden.
Awesome fightback
though. And stupid was
his own description.

KRIS MIEEKE
CITROEN

Almost the perfectrally. Came
and did what he said he was
going to do. His only problem
came when he dropped a
wheelinaditch onthefinal
morning, which cost him what
would have been sixth. After

pulling his Citroén out, he =
bagged aload of experience 8 / b
and tenth overall. 10§E

MIKKO HIRVONEN
M-SPORT

Spentmuch of the event
looking pretty cheesed
offand that mood only
worsened when he
looked at the timesheets
and felt powerless to stop
the flow of fastest times

in VW's direction. Good
butnot great, great event
from Hirvonen.

THIERRY NEUVILLE

HYUNDAI

Another rally and another
shunt. Admittedly this
one was asilly one that
he might easily have got
away with, but the record
shows a SuperRally
Saturday. That's not what
Hyundaineeds asit
chases development
milesinthe new car.

JARI-MIATTI LATVALA

VOLKSWAGEN

Struggled to find his rhythm
onthe opening day, he was
awesome on the first Friday
stage and that laid the
foundations for arelatively
straightforward win. Stud
retention was the only issue
on his third Rally Sweden
win. Championship leader
forthefirsttime.

MADS OSTBERG
CITROEN

Neverlooked athome at
home in Norway on Friday
and once he'd giventhe
VW fellas a start, he was
always playing catch up.
Massive moment avoiding
Kubica and spectatorsin
SS14, butaworthy third
and fourth successive
Sweden podium.

ELFYN EVANS
M-SPORT

Like Meeke, the perfect rally
apart from one tiny mistake.
Elfyn's was a slightly bigger
mistake —when he became
the second member of his
family to roll a factory Ford
rally carin this part of the
world. Dad Gwyndafdiditin
1991 and Evans Jrfollowed
23years later.

As left. Both Hanninen and

Neuville set good times —
the Belgian came withinan
ace of ascratch time —but
they've both been told they
must drive every mile of the
route. Not doing that when
the teamis working hard to
bring the car up to speed

is not good enough.

VOLKSWAGEN

ANDREAS _

MIKKELSEN

M-SPORT

ROBERT ';

KUBICA —

[M-SPORT |
BREEN |

Brilliant from Mikkelsen, just when people
were starting to question his position in the
dream team. Could have won, but probably
wouldn't have been able to overcome
Latvala evenif he hadn'tfilled the front of the
carwith snow. Second was amega result.

Tidemand had plenty oflate pace

Sensible opening day, but struggled when
the conditions got ropey on Friday and went
off on SS12. And repeated that two stages
later. Fortunately for him, spectators hauled
him out of the snow both times, which
allowed himto do itall again on Sunday...

[M-SPORT ]
PONTUS -
TIDEMAND /

Late-night dash from Rally Liepaja meant
45 minutes sleep before the start of the
recce. Then he contracted fever. Had to
adjust his driving to a turbo car after along
time in S2000, but once he was there his
times were solid fora WR Car debut.

[MSSPORT |
HENNING -
SOLBERG -'

Not quite the same great run aslast time out.
Slowed by a puncture on the opening day,
the Junior WRC champ never lit the blue
touch paper. A diff change on the final day
transformed the car. It left him ruing his
decision notto listento M-Sport earlier. ..

We need this boy back full-time in the World
Rally Championship. Still brilliant and still
quite bonkers. Top forminand out of the
carfor Solberg, whose only dramawas a
day one puncture as he sought to do battle
with stepson Pontus.
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‘Declan Boyle held
on for a tight win’
Galway Rally drama, p27

RESULTS

FIAWorld Rally Championship, round two of 13, Rally Sweden, February 5-8
POS | DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER | caR | TIME

1 | Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Volkswagen PoloRWRC |3h00m 31.1s
2 | Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Mikko Markkula (FIN) Volkswagen PoloRWRC | +53.6s

3 |Mads Ostberg (NOR)/Jonas Andersson (SWE) Citroén DS3WRC +59.5s

4 | Mikko Hirvonen (FIN)/Jarmo Lehtinen (FIN) Ford FiestaRSWRC  |+2m 26.9s

5 | Ott Tanak (EST)/Raigo Molder (EST) Ford FiestaRSWRC  |+3m00.5s
6

7

8

Sébastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Volkswagen PoloRWRC|+4m 29.9s
Henning Solberg (NOR)/llka Minor (AUT) Ford FiestaRSWRC | +4m475s
Pontus Tidemand (SWE)/Ola Floene (NOR) Ford FiestaRSWRC | +5m 38.2s
9 | CraigBreen (IRL)/Scott Martin (GBR) Ford FiestaRSWRC  |+8m55.4s

10 |KrisMeeke (GBR)/Paul Nagle (IRL) Citroéen DSSWRC +11m 18.0s
11 | KarlKruuda (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) Ford Fiesta S2000 +14m09.1s
12 | JariKetomaa (FIN)/Kaj Lindstrém (FIN) Ford Fiesta R5 +14m11.4s
13 | Fredrik Ahlen (SWE)/Morten Erik Abrahamsen (NOR) | Ford Fiesta RS +15m27.2s
14 | Yazeed Al Rajhi (SAU)/Michael Orr (GBR) Ford FiestaRRC +16m 26.5s
15 | Yuriy Protasov (UKR)/Pavlo Cherepin (UKR) Ford Fiesta RS +17m 29.2s

Other notable finishers: 19 Juho Hanninen (FIN)/Tomi Tuominen (FIN), Hyundai i20 WRC, +26m 41.0s; 24 Robert Kubica (POL)/Maciej Szczepaniak
(POL), Ford Fiesta RS WRC, +36m 124s; 25 Eamonn Boland (IRL)/MJ Morrissey (IRL), Subaru Impreza R4, +39m 079s; 28 Thierry Newille (BEL)/ Nicolas
Gilsoul (BEL), Hyundai i20 WRC, +49m 28.s. Leading retirements: Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Daniel Banitt (GBR), Ford Fiesta RS WRC, S524/accident.

WRC2: 1 Kruuda/Jarveoja; 2 Ketomaa/ Lindstrim +2.3s; 3 Ahlin/Abrahamson; 4 Al Rajhi/ Orr; 5 Protasov/ Cherepin; 6 Luca Bertelli (ITA)/ Mitia Dotta (ITA),
Ford Fiesta R5. WRC2 standings: 1 Protasov 35pts; 2 Bertelli 26; 3 Kruuda 25; 4 Ketomaa 18; 5= Robert Barrable and Ahlin 15.

WRC3: no starters.

RALLY BY NUMBERS

STAGE WINS BY
STAGE WINNERS LATVALA

STARTERS

RO KN RON

N N
PIRELLITYRI

CHANMPIONSHIP;POINTS|
DRIVERS
POS | DRIVERS | PTS

Jari-Matti Latvala
2 | Sébastien Ogier 35
3 | Mads @stberg 30
4 | Andreas Mikkelsen 24
5 | BryanBouffier 18
6 | KrisMeeke 17
7 | Mikko Hirvonen 13
8 | OttTanak 10
9 |ElfynEvans 8

Henning Solberg

Mikkelsen was on a charge

but missed his maiden win

MANUFACTURERS
1 | Volkswagen Motorsport 72
2 | Citroén Total Abu Dhabi WRT| 56
3 | Volkswagen Motorsport 2 26
4 |M-Sport WRT 22
5 |HyundaiShell WRT 8
6 |RKM-Sport WRT 4
7 |Jipocar Czech National Team | O
STAGEWINSIN 2014
1 | Sébastien Ogier 17
2 | Jari-Matti Latvala 8
3 | Andreas Mikkelsen 4
4 | Bryan Bouffier 2
= | RobertKubica &
= | Mads@stberg 2
7 | OttTanak 1
= | Henning Solberg 1

Hirvonenhad asubdued drive in Sweden

NEXT Can Citroén or M-Sport

break VW'’s stranglehold RALLY
RALLY pPoy s - VIEXICO

MARCH 6-9
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The Metro is still a real star
turn on the national stages

BYJAMES BOLTON

NATIONAL RALLYING
EDITOR

he MG Metro6R4
isaclassicrally
car.Ithasarich
history and, like
many Group B
machines, it
looksfierce.

Itmadeitsdebutin 1984 and started
winningrallies in 1985. But the end of
the Group B era cut short the car’s works
rally career, although the Clubman
version of the car soon became a staple
of British Tarmacrallies.

More than 25 years have passed and, in
that time, an ever-greater effort has been
required to keep existing examples
running. Parts are scarce and fewer
engineers have a knowledge of thecars.

Rally car preparation expert Dennis
Marshall recognised this problem and
decided to puthis 40 years of motorsport
experience touse. He wanted to update
the cars tomake them easier to own.

“It’smorethan just that,” he explains.
“Iownacouple of mid-engined rally
carsthat competed successfully
in 2005 and’06 and I could see a good
mid-engined car was a way forward in
nationalrallying. When Ilooked ata 6R4
in the fleshI knew immediately that it
could bea genuine winning machine if
it wasre-engineered. The centrepiece
was putting ina Millington engine and
Isaw that the 6R4 could take one. If we
could get this engine into those cars
then we’d have a pretty potent weapon

“It 1s a very
forgiving car
~ to drive”

that would also be useable and would
keep Metro 6R4s on the stages. Drivers
love todrive them and spectators love
toseethem.”

Thelater cars had 3.0-litre V6 engines
that had an output of 400bhp. That
propelled the 6R4 (thenameisan
amalgamation of V6,rally and four-
wheel-drive) from zero mph to 60mph
in 3.2 seconds. The Millington engine
getsclose tothosefigures, and extra
refinements that Marshall has made
have further boosted performance.

“Thishasbeen adifficult project,”
says Marshall, whose career has taken
himacrossthe pondtothe USA and
back. “My interest in the 6R4 started
in 1989 whenIbuiltan Ultimakit car.I
gotto know [Ultima founder] Lee Noble
well and with his help I built my first
two-wheel-drive 6R4 usingrunning gear
from a Renault 25 Turbo. That was
followed by a second car that ran with
the same drivetrain, only this time the
engine was a turbo Cosworth. The cars
hadtostoprallying in 2011 due torule
changesbut they won several Tarmac
ralliesand had many top three places
andregional championshiptitles.”

The knowledge was well used in this
latest Millington-6R4 project: “The hard
partwas creating a rear differential
bracket that would leave the differential
initsoriginal position. That’s key
because moving it would have changed
the handlingof the car.It’sasteel
fabricated partandIdesigned it myself.
It'sawork of artand ittakes40hours
tomake. We took the V6 out and put the
Millington in with my bracket and
everythingfell intothe exact same

position asinthe V6engined car. The
Millington has more than 300bhp but it’s
more the torque that’s impressive.
Becauseit’s got four cylinders, it’slight
and more driveable. The consequence is
thateverythingisniceand tidy. The
installation is approved by Millington
and making the bracket work was
essential because it helps use lots of

the original drivetrain parts which are
well tried and tested.”

Designing and developing components
for any car brings challenges. Each
component is attached to another so by
puttingsomethingassignificantasa
new engine into the car hasa dramatic
knock-on effect. Marshall admits that
sometimes this isa painful process:
“The project is atleast one year behind
schedule due to gearbox suppliers failing
tomeet basicexpectations. Thefirst unit
we used only had five speeds and was
beset with poor shift problems from day
one. Other manufacturers declined our
request to provide a complete assembly
to our specification. Eventually we
located one that will set the standard.”

Other developments complement
existing components and boost the
overalllevel of performance. “The
wide-track suspension suits the car,”
continues Marshall. “And the brakes
are phenomenal. The quality is fantastic.
The car hasbeenre-engineered so we’re
underweight. That means we can move
the weightaround alittleand having
extra weight on thefront end is useful
from a handling perspective. It’s the
ultimatelightweight car. Ithas 15 inch
wheels and it’s very nimble. I've driven
itfor probably 50 miles, butthat was
enough toshow that thisthingismega,

. especially with the flat shift.”

Thefirst of three cars was completed
last year and Tarmac specialist Simon
Mauger used itto win on itsdebuton
the Rally Mini Midlandsat MIRA in
Nuneaton. Ford Escort Mk2 expert
Mauger explains: “I’dneverdrivena
Metro and I always fancied havinga go,
butof course this wasan interesting
venture to beapart of as well.It’s easy
tojump inand bereasonably on the pace
butIhadtowork hardtofind thatlast

S

The reworked Metro 6R4 racer features a 2.5-litre powerplant

tenth. It’'sanice, forgiving car todrive.
It’smuch heavier than the EscortI'm
used to and the four-wheel drive pulls
the steering wheel about, which
makes itharder. But the brakes were
phenomenal, as was the traction.

“Theengineisalotlighterthanthe
six-cylinder engines. That’s the main
point, because it helps the handling
andthebrakes.”

Mauger is also aware of the status
the carenjoysasarallyingicon: “This
projectis good for the fans too. They
like Metros and it’sa shame that some
people who own them don’tlike to use
them because they’re worried about
therebuilds. The original engines are
harder tokeep goingand some are
running on borrowed time.”

Now that it has the stamp of approval
from one of rallying’s Tarmac
specialists, the next step for Marshall’s
projectistobuild up theremaining
bodyshells he has. Marshall has almost
completed the third 6R4 and isready
to put the cars up for hire. “We believe
the project can eventually reach its
potential in that we’ll have cars that
can take on the World Rally Cars in the
national Tarmac championships,” says
Marshall. “It’sbeen a hell of a project.”l

The Dennis Marshall MG Metro
6R4 differs from the standard
machine in avariety of ways.

The most obviousis the
specially-produced 2.5-litre
Millington engine. This works
withanew ECU thatallows
the six-speed sequential
MaKTraK gearbox to operate
with flatshift.

The centre differential splits
the torque 46-54 per cent front-
to-rear and the propshaftis
shortened. Thereisalsoa
single oil cooler in place of the
original two. The trackis wider
by 70mm front and rear and the
wheels are 15 inches, withan
optionto run 17-inch wheels.

The steeringrackusesa
Vauxhall Corsa-based column
and there are now more
efficient twin headlights.

Abrandnewcaranda
Tarmac-specification 6R4 are
in build. The cars can be hired
at compactorsforfree.com
with arrive and drive prices
startingat£12,000.
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ITRC: GALWAY

ollowingahotand
heavy battle over
two days, Donegal
crew Declanand
Brian Boyle took
their Subaru
Impreza WRC to
an impressive win on the Colm
Quinn BMW Galway Rally.

Tarmac champion Garry Jennings,
with Rory Kennedy co-driving in his
Subaru, finished second, 25seconds in
arrears. Donagh Kelly/Kevin Flanagan
hadaclearrun in their Ford Focus WRC
totakethirdplace.

Boyle, the Dunlop Irish National
champion, hadnoluck onany of the
two-day rallies in 2013, but has set his
hearton winningthe Clonakilty
Blackpudding Tarmac Championship
thisyear. Onthisshowinghe mustbein
withabigchance of fulfillinghisaim.

Thefirst day’s stages were affected by
extensiveflooding. Clerk of the course
Kieran Donoghue and his Galway MC
team did a sterlingjobrevampingthe
routeinthe daysleadinguptotherally.
Thisentailed the stages being severely
curtailed and new road books being
issued. The most important thing was
thatwehadarally.

Multiple Tarmac champion Derek
McGarrity didn’tmake the start,ashis
newly acquired Mini JCW WRC didn’t
makeittoIreland ontime. Daragh
O’Riordan, the winner of past Cork ‘20’
andKillarney Lakesrallies, alsodidn’t
makethestart.

Sam Moffett made the best possible
debutof hisnew Ford Fiesta WRC by
settingfastest time on the opening
stage, Ballybuck. It was only ashort
stage, and the weather was awful sothe
othertopdrivers were beingabit
careful. But it wasstill agreat start for
Moffett. The next stage waseven
shorter than the openingone, a
“pipsqueak” of astage washow Group
Npacesetter Colm Murphy described it.
However it was longenough for Boyle to
surgeahead in hisImpreza WRC.

Jennings, who was sufferingfroman
extremely sore back, slotted into
second. Whathe didn’trealise was that
hisImprezatyres were inflated to twice
their recommended pressure on that
openingloop. Kelly was pleased with
the Pirellisfitted to his Focus WRC over
thosefirsttwostagesand wasina
comfortable third. Sam Moffetthad
slipped tofourth, his inexperience with
his Fiesta WRC’slaunch control doing
himnofavours.

Eugene Donnelly was down infifth
placeashesettled intodrivinga Mini
WRC again. Thefive timeIrish Tarmac
champion was playinghis cards close to
hischestasheexplored the very
high corneringand braking
parametersof thislatestedition of the
McGeehan Motorsport Mini JCW WRC.
Steve Simpson, settlinginto his Subaru
Impreza WRC, had a pre-startfaulty
throttle body problem issue, but the car
seemed to settle down for the stages.

Boyle took impressive win
after a big fight in Galway

Thestage mileage wasreduced on the
first day asthe cars circumnavigated
thefloods, but it was an interesting
tussle nonetheless. Boyle held hislead
today’send, but only with astruggle.
The coolant pressure on his Impreza
soared, and the car clicked into safe
mode, albeit briefly, on a couple of the
stages. Jennings scored several fastest
times, and was a close second when the
carsreturned to Galway City and the
Clayton Hotel for the overnight halt.

Donnelly had settled into the groove
withhis Mini WRC tohold a close third.
Kelly was disappointed to be fourth,
feeling that both himself and his
Focus WRC were going well, but his
stage times weren’t pleasinghim.

Sam Moffett clipped arear wheel on
hisnew Fiestaand had alsofluffed a
launch control start. The two incidents
had costhim afew seconds. Sam was
fifth at the overnight halt, and almost
40s clear of sixth placed Steve Simpson.

The Sunday morningrestart
heralded some slightly better weather,

but theroads were still wet and slippy:
Jenningshad intercom problems on
the openingstage, Black Road, but was
stillable totake three seconds off
Boyle. Thelatter reported that his
engine coolant systemhad settled
somewhatand he had needed to bleed it
once after the stage.

Unfortunately that opening Black
Road test wasn’t so good to Donnelly. He
puthisMini WRC intoa ditch and out
of therally. Following the next stage,
the famous Lough Cutra, Jennings
closed to within 0.2s of leader Boyle.
Jenningsemphasised thathe was
driving well within himself.

Howeverthat statement came back to
haunthim when hisImpreza
aquaplaned over a wall on the next
stage. Thereigning champion
bulldozed his cosmetically impaired
Imprezaback on totheroad, butfacing
the wrong way. He lost 40s in the melee.
Onthenextstage Jenningsmadea
huge chargetorecordastagetime13s
better than Boyle, who was having
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‘Gallagher took win by

——

more than two minutes’
Galway National Rally, below

more coolant troubles. Boyle was able
tobleed the coolant pressure off again
and drove extremely well through the
final stages, keeping his concentration
entirely ontheroad ratherthanthe
computer read out, to win by 25s.

Simpson’s Impreza stopped before the
finalservice,sohedidn’tgettodothe
lastthree stages. Kelly and Moffett
swapped seconds throughout the
Sunday leg. It was only on the final
stage, the third running of Lough
Cutrathat Moffett madea small
mistake, clippingarear wheel on his
Fiesta WRC, toallow Kelly to take the
final podium place.

Inthe Historicsection, Ray
Cunningham in his Mini Cooper S
claimed astarttofinish win. The
only work hedid on the car was to
replace the thermostat gasket. Ross
Forde was second inan Escortand he
admitted thathe was often on the
wrongtyres. John Reid in another
Escort was third. The highest placed
Porsche was Brendan McAree.l

Colm Quinn BMW Galway International Rally, Galway City, February 7-9

Starlet man starsin
Galway National Rally

Declan Gallagher took a clear win on
the National section of therally
after rival Peadar Hurson dropped
outneartheend of day one.

Ford Escort WRC man Hurson held
anearlylead. Theformer National
champion had to pull out all the stops
tostay infrontof theflying
Gallagher in his Starlet RWD.

On the penultimate Saturday
stage, Hurson ground toahaltatthe
finish due toabroken coil pack. This
left Gallagherhalf aminute ahead of
Wesley Patterson (Escort), with Pat
Kelly third in hisImpreza.

Thetop three in the National
sectionremained the same through
the Sunday stages. Gallagher won by
more than two minutes. Patterson
admitted a wrong call on tyre choice.

When isa Group N carnota Group
Ncar? That was quitea debate on
thisrally. Colm Murphy (Impreza)
and young Josh Moffett (Lancer) had
agreatbattle for the category

through the Saturday stages.

However, Moffett’s Lancer E9 had
been transferred from Class4to
Class5, for R4-spec cars, before the
start. Under Irish Tarmacrules it
wasnoteligiblefor a Gp Naward
because he’d fitted plastic windows.

Colm Murphy eventually retired
hisImprezafollowingan incident
withadamaged wishbone, a
puncture and then an electrical
failurein stage ten. Moffett had a
greatrun throughout tofinish fifth
and stewards later ruled that Moffett
hadindeed won the overall Group N
award ahead of 23-year-old Cavan
man Stephen McCann.

| TIME
1hr10mOs
+25.5s
+1m 28.6s
+1m 32.4s
+5m 44.7s
+6m 4.0s
+6m 11.5s
+6m 40.4s

| cAR

Subaru Impreza WRC
Subaru Impreza WRC
Ford Focus WRC
Ford Fiesta WRC
Mitsubishi Lancer
Mitsubishi Lancer
Mitsubishi Lancer
Mitsubishi Lancer

POS | DRIVER /CO-DRIVER

Declan Boyle/Brian Boyle
Garry Jennings/Rory Kennedy
Donagh Kelly/Kevin Flanagan
Sam Moffett/James O'Reilly
Josh Moffett/John Rowan
Stephen McCann/Lisa O'Dowd
Eugene Meegan/Sarah Whelan
Martin Doherty/Conor Foley
Brendan Cumiskey/Ronan O'Kane | Mitsubishi Lancer +7m 30.7s
Pat Kirk/John McElhinney Mitsubishi Lancer +7m 39.6s
Class Winners, 2: lan Chadwick/Johnny Bould (Skoda Fabia); 4: McCann/ 0'Dowd; 5: Moffett/ Rowan; 6: Boyle/ Boyle; 9: Pat
Sheehan/Martin 0'Riordan (Honda Civic); 10: Victor Beamish/Susan Beamish (Vauxhall Nova); T1F: Richard Whelan/James Whelan
(Honda Civic); 11R: Kevin Eves/Chris Melly (Toyota Coralla TC); 12: Damien Boyle/Sean Boyle (Ford Escort); 13: Declan Gallagher/
Ryan Moore (Toyota Starlet RWD); 14: Wesley Patterson/Johnny Baird (Ford Escort); 15: Martin Donnelly/ Brian Doherty (Toyota
Corolla WRC); 16: Pat Kelly/Jonathan Kelly (Subaru Impreza); 20: Mark Nangle/Nollaig Breen (Subaru Impreza); K: Ross Forde/Paul
Horan (Ford Escort); B2: Ray Cunningham/Adrian Cusack (Mini Cooper S); C2: Niall Keane/ Conor Keane (Toyota Avenger); C3: James
Power/Declan Kelly (Ford Escort); D1: David Dee/Rita Dee (Mini Cooper); D4: John Spiers/Susanne Niedrum (Porsche 911); D5: John

until aquaplaning into a Wé.ll Reid/Enda Shiels (Ford Escort); J1: Mark Finnegan/Brian McLoughlin (Suzuki Swift); J2: Paul Creamer/ Danny McCloskey (Honda Civic).

ololo|Nolo|slwin|=
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Legend Fires North
West Stages
ByPhilJames

Organiser: Motorsport (North West) Ltd Where: Blackpool
When: February 7/8 Championships: ANCC; NETRC;
ANWCC; SD34 Starters: 108 Stages: 26

Paul Bird and Aled Davies
completely dominated the
event from startto finishin
their Ford Focus WRC. They
completed the 26 stage
schedule with a winning
margin of over five minutes.

The crew recorded 18 fastest
stage times, includingallfive on
Friday evening, and were second
fasteston afurther seven. They
were still fastest through the
penultimate stage despite
losingtime with a spin.

With Bird and Davies
disappearingintothedistance
en-route for a second successive
North West Stages victory, the
real intrigue surrounded who
would finish second.

Friday’sfive stage itinerary
produced four different
challengers. The first was Kevin
Procter and Dave Bellerby, but
their challenge wasn’ttolastas
they retired their Subaru
Impreza WRC at the end of SS2
with turbo failure. John Stone
and Carl Williamson held second
M spot after the two Clifton stages
" butstallsatthe double hairpinon
both the Blackpool Promenade
tests dropped the Skoda Fabia
WRC pairingtofifth. Alex Taylor
and Mark Swallow briefly held
second spot after SS4 in their

FIND OUT WHAT’S ON NEAR YOU THIS WEEKEND

Paul Bird dominated the
North West Stages in his Ford
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Subaru Forester before Tony
Bardy and Neil Colman edged
ahead of them in their Nissan
Sunny GTi-R. Darren Doherty
and Andrew Falconer’s Subaru
Impreza was fourth in the
overnight standings.

Bardy maintained his position
as Bird’s closest challenger
throughout Saturday morning
butanaltercation withawallon
themid-day Fleetwood stage
ended hisrally. Stone then took
up the challenge and wason
target tosecure the runner-up
spot before electing to withdraw
with just four testsremaining
after amysterious drop inengine
power. They had been in a close
contest with Simon Bowen and
Richard Robinson, but they too
retired with a broken hubon
their Impreza WRC. That meant
Neil Simpson, back in the sport
after a12-year absence,and
co-driver Claire Mole, inherited
second place in the Skoda Fabia
S2000 ahead of Doherty and
Falconer’sImpreza.

Bob Grantand daughter Vicky’s
Impreza suffered gearbox
problems during Friday’slegbut
they survived to collect Class D
awards after finishing fourth
ahead of Damian Cole and
Elliott Edmondson in the Class
E-winning Escort MK2.

Alan and Lawrence Kirby
headed an Imprezatriofinishing
sixth ahead of Chris Fordand
Steve Hartley, who edged ahead
of Howard Choppingand
Jonathon Turnbull’s 555 version
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onthefinal stage. Dave and Steve
Benson finished ninth overall
and won Class B despite their
Honda Civichavingtorun most
of the event sportingabroken
strut. Class rivals Mathew
Robertsand Richard Bestwick
finished tenth in their Citroén
Saxo after being penalised by a
disputed stage maximum after an
incident at Fleetwood.

Class Cwinners Gavin Edwards
and Rob Hopewell finished 15th
intheir Escort Mk2 ahead of
Mark and Andrew Constantine
who, having suffered five
previousretirements here, were
rewarded for their perseverance
with Class A spoilsin their Corsa.

Amongthe47retirees were Alex
Taylor/Mark Swallow (Forester)
and Mark Holmes/Tony Lindsay
(MG Metro6R4) both with
gearbox problems while Darren
Atkinson/DaveRiley crashed
their Mitsubishi Lancer E6at
Weeton whilst sixth.

Results

1 Paul Bird/Aled Davies (Ford Focus WRC) Thr 37m 48s;
2 Neil Simpson/ Claire Mole (Skoda Fabia $2000) +5m
08s; 3 Darren Doherty/Andrew Falconer (Subaru
Impreza) +6m 44s; 4 Bob Grant/Vicky Grant (Subaru
Impreza) +8m 52s; 5 Damian Cole/ Elliott Edmondson
(Ford Escort Mk2) +10m 20s; 6 Alan Kirby/ Lawrence
Kirby (Subaru Impreza) +10m 30s; 7 Chris Ford/Steve
Hartley (Subaru Impreza) +10m 49s; 8 Howard
Chopping/Jonathon Turnbull (Subaru Impreza 555) +10m
51s; 9 David Benson/Steven Benson (Honda Civic) +11m
31s; 10 Mathew Roberts/Richard Bestwick (Citroén Saxo
VTS) +12m 24s. Classes: A: Mark Constantine/Andrew
Constantine (Vauxhall Corsa); B: Benson/Benson; C:
Gavin Edwards/Rob Hopwell (Ford Escort); D: Grant/
Grant; E: Cole/Edmondson; F: Pat Masters/ Lewis
Jackson (Nissan Micra); L: Alan Paramore/ Colin Fisher
(Land Rover Wolf XD); H/R: Stephen Hudson/James
Chaplin (Peugeot 205 GTi).
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Mauger and Holmes took
victory with their new Ford

South Downs Stages
BylanHarden

Organiser: Southsea Motor Club/ Bognor Regis Motor
Club Where: Goodwood Motor Circuit, Sussex When:
February 9 Championships: Hamitton Classic ACSMC,
Corbeau Seats UK ASEMC Starters: 50 Stages: ten

Simon Mauger and co-driver
Melanie Holmes gave their
newly built ‘ultimate’ Ford
Escort Mk2 the best
possible debut by taking a
hard-fought win on the
South Downs Stages.
Intesting weather conditions
that varied between bright
sunshine and hailstorms,
Mauger/Holmes overhauled
long-time leaders Johnnie
Ellis/David Green’s Subaru
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- g
b o

L

Impreza. They then held off a
late charge from Paul King/
Gary Whittington’s Escort Mk2
totake victory by three seconds.

Early morningrain atthe
Goodwood track played straight
into Ellis’s hands. He used his
Impreza’s four-wheel-drive grip
tothefulland edged outa
four-second lead from Dean
Thomas/Richard Knowlton’s
Davrian Dav-Tec on the opening
test. Due to the conditions these
two crews opened a gap of 20
seconds over Roger Moran/Joy
Hoyle’s Escort Mk2 with King,
Mauger and Stuart Cogger/Lee
Bezuidenhout’s two-litre class
Escortall close behind.

Ellis continued to head the

Late drama nets Stephenson Riponian win

Riponian Stages
By Peter Scherer

Organiser: Ripon MSC Where: North Yorkshire When:
February 9 Championships: ANCC Stage; SG Petch
ANECCC Stage; Road Runner Phoenix Awards ANEMMC
Stage; ANWCC Forest Stage; EMAMC Multi-Venue ;
Motoscope Northern Historic; Yorkshire Winter Rally
Challenge Starters: 55 Stages: ten

Peter Stephenson and Ian
Windress secured alate victory
intheir Ford Focus WRC after
early leaders Ollie Mellors and
Ian Joel both crashed out.
Thefirst three stages through
Boltby, Roppaand Riccal Dale,
gave crews an immediate insight
into the slippery conditions.
Mellors/Alex Leebuiltan early
10slead in their Proton, despitea
brief excursion on stage three.
Joeland Graeme Wood’s Escort
WRC and Stephenson/Windress’
Focusedged ahead of thefast
starting Matthew Robinson/
Sam Collis’ historic spec Escort
toheadthechase. Therewasa
sizeable gap back to the Miles

Johnston/Ian Bevan Mitsubishi
Lancer E8 infifth place.

By service Mellors’lead had
grownto 12seconds over Joel,
while third place Stephenson
had closed his deficit to10s.
Robinson remained infourth,
Matand Darren Smith moved up
tosixth after Johnston crashed
outonstagefive, Wass. “Ileft my
brakingtoolate, tried to slow
down through aditch, but got
airborne on thebank, spun inthe
airandhitatree,” he explained.

Theafternoon started witha
repeat run through Boltby and in
thefirst 100 yards theleader was
out. “Icame off the throttle then
back on, slid and went over the
edge downhill intoatreeatabout
60mph,” said Mellors. Joel
became the new leader with 12s
in-hand over Stephenson, but
Robinson wasstill too close to be
discounted in third.

While Smith had established
himself infourth, the battle for
fifth was down tojust one second

field through the morning.
Even astheleading rear-wheel-
drive contenders started to get
to grips with the conditions he
held off all challengers with a
consistently high pace. Thomas
alsoran strongly, consolidating
second place. He set fastest time
on stage two in his 1600cc
machine and seemed to have
overcome the mechanical
problems that plagued him
throughoutlast season. By
contrast Mauger had teething
problems. An electrical glitch
and a collision with achicane
slowed his progress.

A hailstorm greeted the crews
astheylined upfor stage seven,
butitfailed tofaze Kingand

between Chris Haigh/Sally
Peacock and Alex Lund/Nick
Kitching’s Escorts.

Thelead changedagainon
stage eight when Joel stopped
after an undertray cameloose. He
dropped to third behind
Stephenson and Robinson.

Apartfromturningtheboost
up, Stephenson cruised through
theremainingstagestowin by 33
secsover Robinson. There was

.majormotorspnrt.¢
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Mauger, who continued to up
their pace and close the gap to
Ellis. Thelead finally changed
hands on stage eight when
Mauger went quickest by seven
seconds. Thomas’s good run
alsocame toan end on this stage
due to overheating.

Thefinal two stagesran in
complete darkness and, despite
driving with only headlights
when he left his spotlights in his
garage, Mauger fended off the
hard-charging King to win by
three seconds. King held Ellis at
bay, with Moran fourth, the
former British hillclimb
champion having slackened his
pace in the afternoon. Paul
Diamond/Steve Cox (Escort)

then three minutes tothe second
Historic crew of Tom Hewick/
Mick Johnson, after they picked
up anearly time penalty in their
Escort. They were still fourth
overall behind Smith’sKa,a
dominant Class A victor. Joelhad
started the penultimate stage
third, but wasleft on theedgeof a
drop in Waterloo after sliding off.

Results
1 Peter Stephenson/lan Windress (Ford Focus WRC)

=

finished fifth, having moved up
the order from tenth after stage
three. Stephen Beck/Paul
Brown also improved,
overhauling Cogger in the
closingmiles to take sixth and
win the two-litre class.

Results:

1 Simon Mauger/ Melanie Holmes (Ford Escort Mk2)
37m 55s; 2 Paul King/ Gary Whittington (Escort
Mk2) +3s; 3 Johnnie Ellis/Dave Green (Subaru
Impreza); 4 Roger Moran/Joy Hoyle (Escort); 5 Paul
Diamond/Steve Cox (Escort); 6 Stephen Beck/Paul
Brown (Escort Mk2); 7 Stuart Cogger/ Lee
Bezuidenhout (Escort); 8 Mark Wiltshire/Adam Dunn
(Escort) 9 Russell Davies/Andy Tomlinson (Vauxhall
Astra); 10 Steve Rockingham/Fiona Scarrett
(Impreza WRC). Classes, A: Oliver Howard/Simon
Howard (Nissan Micra); B: Chris Gravestock/Mark
Harmer (Citroen C2R2); C: Beck/Brown; D: King/
Whittington; E: Ellis/ Green; F: Hugh Myers/Debby
Myers (Saab 96 V4).

&8 Stephenson tackled tough
%8 conditions to grab victory

40m 37s; 2 Matthew Robinson/Sam Collis (Ford Escort
Mk2) +33s; 3 Mat Smith/Darren Smith (Ford Ka) +3m
06; 4 Tom Hewick/ Mick Johnson (Ford Escort Mk2)
+3m 36s; 5 Chris Haigh/Sally Peacock (Ford Escort
Mk1) +3m 54s; 6 Alex Lund/Nick Kitching (Ford Escort
Mk1) +3m 56s; 7 Steve Magson/Rachel Magson (Ford
Escort Mk1) +4m 19s; 8 Robert Harkness/ Michael
Curry (BMW 316i) +4m 30s; 9 Peter Smith/ Graham
Wild (MG Metro 6R4) +4m 39s; 10 Marcus Noble/
Helen Hall (Ford Escort MK2) +4m 42s. Class winners,
A: Smith/Smith; B; Ben Cree/Richard Shores (Peugeot
205 Gti); C: Haigh/ Peacock; D: Harkness/ Curry; H1:
Richard Holdsworth/Yvette Hughes (Ford Cortina GT);
H2: Magson/ Magson; H3: Robinson/ Collis.

D GRAB A BARGAIN IN OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION
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Fowden’s knowledge
brings Welsh success

Rali Cwn Gwendraeth
BylanHarden

Organiser: Gwendraeth Valley Motor Club Where:
Welsh Motor Sports Centre, Pembrey When: February 9
Championships: WAMC Tarmacadam, FMP Rally
Challenge Starters: 62 Stages: six

SubaruImpreza driver Bob
Fowden got his Welsh
Tarmacadam Championship
title defence off to asolid start,
battling through six
rain-soaked stages at Pembrey
towin the Rali Cwm
Gwendraeth by 37 seconds.

Co-driven by Mark Ellis,
Fowden made his experience
of the Pembrey roads count as
he picked his way around the
traditional trouble spots. He
led from stage two onwards,
setting a consistent series of
fastest times to pull away and
take his third victory in four
years. In second was last year’s
championship runners-up,
Richard Merriman/Kath
Curzon (Darrian T90).

With 2013 rally winner
Bryan Davies unable to contest
the event, Fowden -seeded first
ontheroad-hadtocarvea
path through patches of mud
and water on the stage surface.
Consequently he lost several
seconds and settled into third
behind Geoff Kitney/Ken
Gibbard’s Mitsubishi Lancer
E6and Sean Crowley/Emma
Jones’s Peugeot 205 after the
opening test. However, his
knowledge of the Welsh Motor
Sports Centre’s roads soon
paid dividends. While many
other crews suffered spins and
gotbogged down in trackside
mud, Fowden/Ellis drove
consistently to take and then
stretch the lead.

The conditions claimed
several potential winners, the
most notable being fourth
seeds Ian Godney/Justin
Davies. The pairing suffered a
variety of mechanical woes on
each stage before retiring their
newly acquired Impreza WRC
after stage three. Third seeds
Robert and James Tout lost
over two minutes on the fifth
stage when their Mitsubishi
Lancer E9slid off the track.

After acautiousstart,
eventual second-placed
Merriman upped his pacein
the afternoon, battling hard
with Kitney, Crowley and Phil
Turner/Simon Anthony
(Impreza). The protagonists
fought hard before Kitney lost
30s on the penultimate stage
and dropped to fourth.
Crowley used his Peugeot 205’s
nimble handling to take third,
with Kitney going fastest on
the final stage to fend off
Turner for fourth place. Ian
Kenvin/Ian Meakin rounded
out the top sixin their Escort
MK1 towin Class Five.

Results:

1 Bob Fowden/Mark Ellis (Subaru Impreza) 44m 31s;
2 Richard Merriman/Kath Curzon (Darrian T90)
+37s; 3 Sean Crowley/Emma Jones (Peugeot 205);
4 Geoff Kitney/Ken Gibbard (Mitsubishi Lancer E6); 5
Phil Turner/Simon Anthony (Impreza); 6 lan Kenvin/
lan Meakin (Escort Mk1); 7 Meirion Evans/Jonathon
Jackson (Impreza); 8 Huw Jeffries/Liam Jeffries
(Impreza); 9 Simon Kemp/Derrick Walters (Ford
Escort Mk2); 10 Roger Hicks/ Terry Martin (Escort
MKk2). Classes, 1: Kevin Jones/Nathan Jones
(Vauxhall Nova) 2: Ben Godney/ Ceri Simpson
(Peugeot 205 Rallye) 3: Merriman/ Curzon

4: Crowley/Jones 5: Kenvin/ Meakin

6: Kitney/ Gibbard 7: Chris Jones/Sean Jones

(Ford Escort Mk2) 8: Evans/Jackson.
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Buckmore champs
The second of three rounds of the
BPKC Winter Championship takes
place on Sunday. All ABKC non-
gearbox classes are welcome
including Bambino and Subaru
(subject to minimum entry levels).
Practice is available on Friday and
Saturday between 1000hrs and
1600hrs. The race meeting and

the practice will give Easykartand
Super One competitors extra
experience at the venue before their
rounds visit Buckmore in the spring.
For details, contact chris@buckmore.
co.ukorcall01634661604.

KlaassenTrophy
Rissington Kart Club will hold a
special eventto begin its 2014
season with the second running
of the Klaassen Cup Trophy on
March 2. The eventwill runin
memory of former committee
members and president, Marge
and PietKla ,whop d

away last year. All Cadet novices

will be eligible for the trophy,
including non-members, and
perpetual trophies will also be
awarded. Each driver will also
receive a trophy for taking part.
All engine types will compete

together. Bookings are available

atrissykartclub.com and should
be made by February 24.

CIK entry fees

The CIK-FIA has confirmed its entry
fees for this year's World KF and KF
Junior Championships at Essay in
France in September will be set at
760 euros per driver for applications
sent before August 13. The new
Dunlop tyres for this year's World
KF Championship will cost 185
euros per set of slick and wet rubber.

Boss says Jupp will shine

Holland predicts a
big year for Jupp

Senior Rotaxracer Connor
Jupp hasthematurity to
compete for honours in Super
Oneand European Rotax
meetingsthisseason,
accordingtoteamboss
DanHolland.

The16-year-old finished
16th inlast season’s European
Rotaxpointsand took a third
placeatthethird roundat
PFInternational. Holland
reckonslast year’s experience
and winter preparations have
enabled Jupptolaunchatitle
assault this season.

“Connor hasalwayshad lots
of speed,” Holland said. “After
aspellin KF2hereturned
toRotaxlast year inaseries
which isthe most competitive
intheworld. Hisdriveand
hunger have increased ashe
hasmatured, particularly
over this past winter.”

Jupp will alsocompete inthe
Belgian BNL series, in which
the DHR squad claimed the
titlelast season. “Connor’s
realised how to win and now
understands how to play outa
race weekend,” Holland added.
“He can push ontoregularly
take winsand titles this year.”
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BRAND EXPANDS HIS ’14
BIDTOINTERNATIONALKZ
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“I am aiming for strong

results from the outset”
Josh Price joins ART GP, below '

FourthBritonsettolineuponthe grldforWorId champlonshlp -level campaign

Photos: kartpix.net
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Brand will make a twin attack

By Russell Hayes

Intrepid Driver Program factory
racer Ed Brand will become
the fourth Britto line up on the

international KZ gearbox racing

grid this season.
The 19-year-old will launch a joint

campaign as he also chases the Rotax

Euro Challenge title after finishing
fifth in last year’s points.
Heisplanning on competing in

European and World Championship
KZracingtoo and will join fellow Brits
Jordon Lennox-Lamb, Ben Hanley and
Oliver Norrison this year’s KZ grid.

“Racing in KZ will be a completely
new challenge,” Brand said. “It’s
something I’'mreally looking forward
toand will be very different to the
Rotax competition.

“There seem to be afew other Brits in

the category, including Jordon who, like

me, will also be combining Rotax and

KZ,soitwill be great for us all to have
atussle.”

Brand impressed at the opening
round of the Florida Winter Tour at
Homestead in Miamilast month,
finishing second in the standings. But
he will not take part in this weekend’s
second round in Ocala, instead focusing
his efforts on the Rotax Winter Cup at
Campillos in Spain.

“The Winter Cup has more of a benefit
totheIntrepid brand,” hesaid. “It’s in

Brand will tackle KZ class
alongside Rotax campaign

the best interests of Intrepid for me
tobe in Spain. It was nice to goback to
Florida. It wasalast-minute decision
asIwasonholiday there at the time
and got a call from the factory.”

Brand said the team will focus on
victory in Spain this weekend after a
developing the Rotax chassis. “Last
year was the first time out for the kart,”
he added. “It had just been finished so
ittook timeto get to grips with it. We
should be ready to push for race wins.”

BritPrice will tackle international Rotax with top European team

Price eager to hegin new challenge with ART

Briton Josh Pricereckons he
cansuccessfully challenge for
honoursin international Rotax
competition thisseason after
beingchosen tobepartof the
ART GPsquad’smaiden
campaign intheclass.

The 15-year-old finished fourth
inlastseason’sjunior classof the
Rotax Euro Challenge points with
Chris Rogers Motorsport. Healso
took the Kartmasters British GP
titleinthe class. He competed at
the Rotax Grand Finals with Piers
SextonRacing. Price will step up
to Senior Rotax this year and will
also contest Super One Senior
Max with the Zip Kart outfit.

“Itested onaKF chassis with
ART GPatSarnolastyear,” Price
said. “We’ve kept in touch and
they’vefollowed my results. I
tested on the new Rotax chassisat
Gardaand the kartfeltgood.”

Pricehasnodoubtsthat despite
itbeingthe squad’sfirstyearin
the category, he can consistently
challenge for honours. “I'm
aiming for good results from the
outsetand atopthreefinishinthe
points,” headded. “I’'m confident
thekart will be good to go quickly.
Theteam is very professionaland
isalwayschallenging in KF and
KZ,soI’'venodoubt we’lldothe
same in Rotax.”

Strakka to link up

with Chiesa Corse

World KF champion squad
Chiesa Corse hasformed
apartnership with British
circuitracingsquad
StrakkaRacing.

Aspartof arestructuring
atthelItalian outfit, boss
Dino Chiesa will step down
from managingtheteam’s
general operationstotake
upascoutingand technical
consultancy position. The
Chiesa Corse outfit willno
longer be directly involved in
themanagement of thefactory
team, with Italsportrunning
the outfit instead under the
new Zanardi Strakka
Racingbanner.

A Chiesa Corse statement
read: “The company director
Rickard Kaell, auniquefigure
inthekarting world, has
produced immediate signs
of change with the news that
Italsport will collaborate with
StrakkaRacing.

“Thegoal of the partnership
istocreateadirectline of
developmentfromKkarts,
with the Zanardiand Strakka
Racing Team, all the way
through tothe highestlevels of
international motorsport.”

Verstappen Sr keen to remain on kart scene

Former Formula Oneracer Jos
Verstappen hasadmitted he may
remain involved in karting
despite his son and World
champion Max graduatingto
single-seaterracingthis season.
The41-year-old played a crucial
role in Verstappen Jr’s success
throughout the 2013 season and
tuned the engines which took his
son tothe World and European KZ
titles. The Dutchman competed in
F1between 1994 and 2003. “At the
beginningof adriver’s career, it

isimportantthattheyare
showntherightdirection,”
Verstappen Srsaid. “Tam
occupied alot withkarting.
“Forrace strategy selection
and advice, I have always
participated in the development
of Max’sequipment.
“IwillkeepaneyeonMax’s
career, butitisnowuptohim.I
may stay inkartingtotake care
of adriver, provided thereisa
good talent to develop. Aiming
forwinsisall that interestsme.”

Carter prepared for Super One graduation

Trent Valley Kart ClubIAME
Cadet champion Albert Carter
says the experience of taking
the title last season will help him
to challenge at the front of the
Super One and Little Green Man
series this year.

The ten-year-old took three
consecutive victories in the final
three rounds to claim the 2013
club championship by 40 points
from Ross Woodford. He will
now focus on adual national
TAME campaign.

“Itwasalways my goaltowina
top level club championship
first,” Cartersaid. “Now that is
doneIcanfocus 100 per centon
the MSA Britishand LGM

Carter will drive in [AME

Championships. I would like to
say thanksto everyone at TVKC
for the support, advice and
encouragement that I have
received whileracingat that
great club. Itis goingtohelpme
going forward.”




Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355

motorsport-news.co.uk FEBRUARY 12 2014 31

Godfrey to revamp
car for 14 campaign

Multiple British rallycross
champion Julian Godfrey
says he’s working on
improvements to his Ford
Fiesta MKk6 Supercar.

The ace engine tuner has
won the British title for the
last three years.

“We’re developing the
suspension and looking at the
weight to get a better centre
of gravity,” said Godfrey.
“We’re moving the engine
down and back by about
10mm. We’re only changing
components that can carry
forward onto the new Fiesta
Mk8 when it comes out.”

The championship begins at
Lydden Hill on March 29/30.

Steven Ferguson's eighth
Hewison Autotest win of the
11-round season clinched his
fourth title in a row. Peter Falvey
led the County Laois event for
eight of the 12 tests, but two late
penalties dropped him to fourth
place at the finish, behind Guy
Fosterand Eamonn Byrne.
Ferguson has also won the
Northern Ireland Championship
for the last four years, plus the
MSA seriesin 2011 and 2012,
and the BTRDA Gold Star
crownin2012.

Continued bad weather has
again forced the postponement
of the Jenkins Cup Sporting
Trial. Originally listed for
February 1, it was rescheduled s -
for last Saturday, but further rain A e P r I e 2
forced its cancellation. It may be ! y ' Jordan has testing miles in a

held in April. o AL -' AT = modern rallycross supercar

Jordan will race at
Lydden Hill in May

cancelled due to the venue
being waterlogged.

Rainisn’'t so much of anissue
in France, but the St Dié round of
the Andros Trophy was axed
last weekend due to alack of ice.
It was to be the final event of the
annual ice racing championship.
Jean Philippe Dayraut had
already won his fifth title in his
Saintéloc Racing Mini. “l would
say it was almost the easiest
championship because we won
five races from six before
Christmas,’ he said.

RESULTS)

Autotest: Rosenallis, County Laois

1 Steven Ferguson (Mini Special) 566.4s;

2 Guy Foster (Mini Special) 575.8s; 3 Eamonn
Byme (Mini) 576.2s; 4 Peter Falvey (Mini
Special) 577.0s; 5 Daniel Byme (Mini) 591.2s;
6 David Thompson (Nova) 604.0s; 7 Mark
King (Nova) 613.0s; 8 lan White (Mini)
616.8s; 9 Timmy Lynch (Westfield) 617.1s;

10 Chris Grimes (Mini) 623.5s;

11 Paddy Power (Mini Special) 634.4s;

12 Darren Quille (Westfield) 636.8s. Class
winners: Byme; Foster; Lynch; Thompson;
Paul Cullen (Micra) 1072.2s.

Beetle Supercar has 560bhp

Monster RX Beetles
for Speed and Foust

Double Global Rallycross
champion Tanner Foust will
compete in a Volkswagen Beetle
Supercar intheseriesthisyear.

Foustand ex-Formula One
driver Scott Speed will race a pair
of Beetlesrun by IndyCar Series
squad Andretti Autosportinthe
US-basedrallycross series.

The Volkswagen Andretti
Rallycross Team will start the
season in VW Polos, which will be
loosely based on VW’s World Rally
Cars, beforeswitchingtothe
560bhp Beetlemid-season. The
team ishopingtouse the Beetles
inthe X Games event on June 5-8.

Meanwhile, three time
European Rallycross champion
SverreIsachsen will continue to
driveaSubaru WRX STiinthe
Global Rallycross Championship
thisyear. Isachsen joined Subaru
forthe 2012 season and will
compete alongside Bucky Lasek.

ByHalRidge

very sensible driver with terrific car

Lydden Hill in May.

Gollopisthemostrecent British driver
towinthe FIA European Rallycross
Championship, afeatheachieved in 1992.

“It’sfantasticfor the sport that Andrew
isgoingtobe competingat Lydden Hill,”
said Gollop. “Ithink hecandowell. He’sa

Rallycross legend Will Gollop has
backed British touring car champion
Andrew Jordan to star when he takes
partin his home round of the new FIA
World Rallycross Championship at

control and he’s very consistent with it,
as he showed last season picking up points
all thetime towinthe BTCC. Hejust got

better and better.”

Gollop’s G-TechteamranJordanina
Ford Focus Rallycross Supercar in 2006-'07
andthey claimed the British Supercar
championship in 2007. They just missed
outontheoverall British title. “We would
have won the British championship had
itnot been for transmission problems.
Andrew was always fantastic to work with.
Thelasttime weraced at Lydden was

OLLOP: JORDAN |
GANBE STARMAN

Britishrallycross icon backs touring car man to stun the regulars

probably his bestrace with us. He overtook
PatDoran fairand square towin,” said
Gollop. “Inever won a European event at
Lydden myself, we never had much luck

there, but the atmosphere wasbrilliantand

SPORTING TRIAL REPORT

Bell shines to take Jigger’s Jug glory and maintain winning run

Jigger’s Jug Sporting
Trial: Cumbria
By Duncan Stephens

Organisers: Northem Phoenix Car Club When:
February 9 Where: Colston’s Farm, Penrith, Cumbria
Championships: BTRDA and NPTCC Starters: 18

Ian Bell won the opening
round of the BTRDA Sporting
Trials championship in
Cumbria at the weekend.

Bell took the Jigger’s Jug
trial ahead of Peter
McKinney and Mark Milne.
Following the championship
finale last month, Bell had to
rebuild hisengine to solve a
reoccurring head gasket
problem. In extremely
slippery conditions on the
steep wooded venue he
continued his winning streak
of BTRDA trials.

McKinney won the
intermediate class, having
beenreclassified fromlast
year. It was his best result

since moving from Northern
Ireland. Local driver Milne
debuted his ex-Dave Martin
and Mark Vaughan Crosslé
andrelished in the extra power
it produces to complete the
podium. Milne was a little
apprehensive during thefirst
round of seven hills in hisnew
car but soon settled into the
different style needed from his
old live axle Sherpa.

Julian Fack had amisfire on
his Crosslé which he has been
unableto cure inthelast
month, so travelled with his
multiple championship
winning X-Factor, with its
steering wheel on theleft, to
finish a fine fourth. George
Watson took fifth ahead of
Bryan Walker, who was the
intermediate class runner up.

Boyd Webster finished in
seventh overall, and top live
axlein his veteran Kincraft. He
wasjusta point ahead of
Martin Grimwood (Crosslé).

Autotester Stuart Perren
travelled up from Staffordshire
tofinish inabrilliant ninth
overall, his bestresultin his
Facksimile. He was the second
live axle home and won the
Noviceclass. Irving
Armstrong completed the top
ten. The day was shortened
due toamarshal slipping, but
competitors had all been
suitably challenged on the 21
longand demanding sections.

Thenextround of the
BTRDA Sporting Trial series
isthis weekend’s Geoff Taylor
Sporting Trial, which takes
place at Brow Farm,
Ratlinghope in Shropshire.
Itisalsoan MSA Sporting
Trial Championship round.

Results

1 lan Bell (Hamilton) 64 points; 2 Peter McKinney
(Crosslé) 78; 3 Mark Milne (Crosslé) 81; 4 Julian
Fack (X-Factor) 93; 5 George Watson (Hamilton)
101; 6 Bryan Walker (Jedi) 111; 7 Boyd Webster
(Kincraft) 123; 8 Martin Grimwood (Crosslé) 124;
9 Stuart Perren (Facksimile) 130; 10 Irving
Armstrong (SRB Copy) 133.

}I.ETTERS: YOUR VIEWS ON THE LATEST MOTORSPORT NEWS

itfeltreally good asa British driver.”

The Group Brallycross star travelled to
Lohéac, France to watch RallycrossRX last
season and was impressed by what he saw.
“France wasbrilliant,” he said. “Rallycross
isafantasticsport,and we’ve always
thought it should be better promoted. I
think the new format with semi-finals is
good to,and it’s greatfor TV.”

The Cannon Trophy Historic | | | o tasos Horton returns to
Sporting Trial that was due to H
take place last weekend was ra“ycross top ﬂlght

Britishrallycross Supercar driver
Simon Horton will returntothe
category this season having spent
ayearracinga SuperNational
MGZR while hedeveloped his
new SubaruImpreza.

The Lancastrian believes he
hasmadebigperformance gains
withthemachine. He will
contest both the British
Championship and the new
BTRDA Supercar category.

“I'mplanningtodoallthe
eventsIcan,”said Horton. “I'd
reallyliketotry and win the
BTRDA Supercar class,and in
theBritish championshipIwant
tobeinthetopfive. Lasttimel
did thefull year in20121finished
jointfourth soIdon’t wantto go
backwards. The car haslost
70kgs of weight, it’srightonthe
weightlimitnow,and we have
gone through everything with
afinetooth comb.”

Hortonsaid he was keen to get
going: “Wehave made the
Subaru’s suspension adjustable.
There ismore we could get
wrongbutalsoalot wecan
improve.I'mlookingforward
totestingin March.”

Mills thinks Solberg can claim world title

World Rally Championship
winning co-driver Phil Mills
hasbacked former team-mate
Petter Solbergtoshine in this
season’s FIA World Rallycross
Championship.

Solbergreturned to the sport
last season but his efforts
were blighted by mechanical
troubles,and he finished
eighth in the championship.

“Petter’srootsarein
rallycross—that’s where he
came from-soit’snosurprise
he was on the button straight
away,” said Mills. “It was
obvious he would be thereor
thereabouts. He’sjust had some
badluck. Oncethat’s sorted, he
hasavery good chance.

“I'think when thingsareequal
it’sbetween two or three
driversreally
andthat’s
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Mills saysthatrallycrossisa
cost-effective alternative tothe
WRCand thatit’snotasurprise
tosee Peugeotand Ford
becoming officially involved,
with Hansen Motorsportand
OMSE respectively: “It’s
interestingthat manufacturers
arelookingatrallycross. When
yousitback and think about it,
youdon’tneed asmany TV
cameras compared tomost
other motor sports and you can
cover the whole weekend’s
sportatafaircost. Teamsonly
need one service truck that can
park inacentral point for three
days. There’snorecce.Itticks
allthe boxes. The WRCneeds
tolook at costs. Rallycrossisa
little more controlled, you can

see why it’s attractive for
peopleandteams.”

Mills backs
Solberg bid
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STARLETTER
Nose frustrations

The thing that most frustrates me about the ugly noses on this
year’s Formula One cars is that everyone seemed to see it coming,
and yet nobody did anything about it.

There were mutterings from F1 teams for months that the new
noserules for 2014 would lead to all these ugly noses. Yet nobody
seemed bothered about fixing the problem. Madness.

Matt James’s feature on ugly F1 cars (MN, February 5) did include
some terrible-looking creations —but in most cases that was
because the teams had tried something different to gain an edge. I
can forgive an ugly car when it is the byproduct of an attemptat
some innovation, but when a car is ugly because it has to fit
some badly thought-outrule, youreally have to question what the
sportisdoing.

Let’shope all these smart F1 people can find a solution for 2015.
Simon Jones
Via email
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Broom~Road, Teddington,
Middlesex, TW119BE
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N SAYS...

National Racing Calendar that will be included in the March 5 issue.
James Attwood, Editor (Twitter: @AttersMNews)

TheVW battleison

Latvala’s Rally Sweden win has put pressure on Ogier

I know it’s not nice to celebrate the misfortune of a competitor, but Sébastien Ogier’s
off on Rally Sweden last week was just what the World Rally Championship needed.
By the time Sweden was done last year, Ogier already had a big points lead over his title rivals,
and his consistency meant that he could cruise to the title. The minor error that left his Polo R WRC
implanted in a snowbank for more than four minutes has opened up the title race. We now get to
see how Ogier fares pushing to make up ground in the points race — and how his team-mate Jari-
Matti Latvala will cope with the pressure of leading the standings. That will be interesting to watch.
@®We hope you enjoy your free glossy National Rally Calendar in association with MORIS that is
included in this week's issue. Don't miss our Karting Calendar in our February 26 issue, and the

FACEBOOK
\ Searchfor
‘MotorsportNews’ (

Sevenup
It’s great that Fabrizio
Giovanardi will make it seven
British Touring Car champions
onthegridin 2014 (MN,
February 5). There have been too
many yearsrecently where the
only ‘names’ inthe BTCC have
been Matt Neal and Jason Plato.
Now, having the likes of
Giovanardiand Alain Menu,
and young chargers such as
Gordon Shedden and Andrew
Jordan, ismaking it more
exciting.I’ll be tuning in
with interest.
Patrick Saunders
Via email

MN, Feb 5 : Gio’s UK return

Kubica’s a star
Interesting comments by
Marcus Gronholm on Robert
Kubica (MN, February 5).It’s
clear that Kubica has great
natural talent for rallying,

driven by Pascal Fabre in San
Marino 1987. It’s unsightly
airbox was horrendous! And,
while we are at it, what about
the Toleman T'G183, which
debuted at Las Vegas in thelast

and Gronholm hasnothing to round of 1982?
gain by talking him up. Brian Broad
Once Kubica is comfortable in Broadstairs
that Ford Fiesta WRC andon a
surface that suits him, I think Don’t blame Vettel
the WRCfield will need to watch How can Bernie blame

Sebastian Vettel for lower TV
audiences and the sportbeing
boring because he and Red Bull
are too good? Shouldn’t he be
chivvying up the other teams to
do better?

out.Ireckon he’ll win this year.
Tom Richards
Vis email

Ugly comments
MightIcomplain aboutthe

mechanlcal grip more, make
eachlap seem a balancingact of
man and machine teeteringon
the edge of control.
Icanneverforget watching F1
carshounding down the start/
finish straight at Silverstone
and tip toeing through Copse
with minute corrections asthe
car tried to get to Towcester on
itsown.Idon’tremember who
won on those occasions, butI
went home with battered senses
and admiration for my heroes,
and knew the winner won on
merit! Pleaselet thatawe return
for each enthusiast in each
country the circus visits!
John Austin
Via email

Nightmare noses
Well done Matt James on his
piece onugly noses on the
modern F1 cars.

Itisunbelievable that the
FIA and good taste has allowed
the carsto get sougly. They
have been getting worse and
worse over the lastfew years and
the so-called ‘designers’ should
be sacked.

Iwenttoseea Grand Prix
inthe Seventies and never
bothered again.

GT, sportscars and saloons are
much, much better with good

appallingly written feature by
Matt James inlast week’s issue
(MN, February 5). His selection
of ugly F1 cars overlooks some
of the hideous 1980s creations.
May I propose the AGS JH22, as

My ideatotransform Flintoa
watchable sportistomakeFla
spectacle nomatter how many
cars areontrack, show the
drivers’skills visually, reduce
aerodynamicsandrely on

Matty] forgot toinclude this AGS JH22 in hislist of ugly F1 cars

P GET MN ON THE GO

looking carsand greatracing.
Mike Mace

Isle of Skye

MN says: Could be a bit harsh to
sack thedesigners—afterall,
they’reonly designing car noses
that fit within therules asthey
stand for the 2014 season...

Sevenup
Greatjob by Jari-Matti Latvala
on Rally Sweden to take the
victory. ButIthink Sébastien
Ogier’s off mightactually boost
histitle chances.
Ogierrecovered to get a great
finish, and because he’s second
inthe points will run behind
Latvala on day one of Rally
Mexico. That should givehima
hugehelp inbuildingabiglead
and acommanding win. Then it

will be back to business asusual,

I'mafraid!
Andrew Thurston
Via email

Riponian Stages Escort by Ian Wilson

NW Stages action by Graham Lomax

Simon Briggs positioned himself next to the watersplash on the R1pon1an Stages
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WHAT’S ON

SATURDAY ! SUNDAY
M ChepstowRacecourse, : EMMondello Park, Naas, County
Monmouthshire : Kildare

: Rallycross: Irish National

: Championship Starts: 1015hrs

: Admission: 10 euros, under 16sfree
: Contact: 003838761 87305

i Web:jmotorsportireland corr]

: HPrlmoInternational, Horton,

: Northampton

¢ Oval Racing:bangers

! Starts: 1330hrs Admission: adult

i £15, child £7 Web:spedeworth.co.uk|
: Contact: 01252322920

Rally: Weir Engineering Wyedean
Forest Rally Starts:0801hrs
Admission: £5 to charity per car park
Webiwyedeanrally.com]

Hl Moneystown, Ashford, County
Wicklow

Sporting Trial: Leinster MC

Starts: 1130hrs Admission: free
Contact: 003538616 75724
Webmotorsportireland.com]

SATURDAY/SUNDAY : MWimbledon Stadium, Plough
ERockgrove, Coachford, County : Lane,London
Cork . Oval Racing: superstox, bangers,

4x4 Trial: Cork Motor Club
Starts: 1100hrs Admission: free
Contact: 003538683 08250
Web{motorsportireland.com]

. classichotrods
: Starts: 1730hrs Admission: adult

i £14, child £6 Web:[spedeworth.co.uk|
: Contact: 01252322920

and honest about some of

the difficult times that he has
been through and that makes
itanintriguing tale and areal
page-turner. It's tough enough
to shut Barry up in real life, and
itis difficult to rein in his romp
here too...

As aenjoyable walk through
some of Barry's legendary
stories, it is on the mark and
that will please his followers.
But, much more than that, it
also serves as a useful guide
to those who are looking at
forging a careerin the sport.

The priceis a bit steep at
£24.95 but, once you've
picked it up, you will find it hard
to put down. To order copies of

the book visit

Matt James

Unless you have been under
amotor racing rock for the last
40 years, you will have heard
of Barry Lee.

If you are a spectator, the
chances are that you will have
seen him race something or
other. And, there is no doubt,
you won't have forgotten it.

Lee's new book, The Other
Side of Winning, isn't
just about the man and his
racing achievements.

Granted, you can't get away
from the story line of Barry's
career as the book unfolds, but
itis much more about the way
he went about his sport and
the dedication and drive
that goes in to consistently
performing at the top level.

In this book, Lee is open

NEXT WEEK

’&-
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: HBrowFarm,Ratlinghope,

: Shrewsbury, Shropshire

: Sporting Trial: Geoff Taylor

: Admission:free

: Starts: 1000hrs Contact: 01527
1 878192

: EMS65 Motorway Services,

: Junction4, Blackburn

: Autosolo: Under 17MC

: Starts: 1000hrs Admission: free
: Contact:07718051882

! HWright’s Quarry, Swans Cross,

County Monaghan
Autotest: County MonaghanMC

! Starts: 1130hrs Admission:free
i Contact: 003538636 27000
i Web{motorsportireland.com]

: Details correct attime of press but

please check with event organisers
before travelling to meetings

ly

The Sprint Unlimited format will be decided by a fan vote

The build-up to the Daytona 500
starts this week, with the NASCAR
Sprint Unlimited race atthe
Daytona International Speedway
(see live timings, highlights Monday,
2045hrs-2145hrs, ESPN HD).

It's an unusual race, serving as an
appetiser forthe season ahead. The
field is comprised of the polesitters
fromthe 2013 season and previous
event winners. Unusually, the finer
details of the event will be decided by
fan vote, including how the grid will
be determined and the orderthe cars
willline upin for the final segment. It
will be a bit odd, but worth a watch.

Foracomplete contrast, the other
live action you can watch this weekis
some glorious historic rallying on the
Boucles de Spa. There won't be fan
voting gimmicks here:justa
talentedfield of drivers battlingin
some stunning machinery.

Formore retro fun, the latest
episode of the documentary series
Touring Car Legends will be worth

OUT WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 19

LIVETV

Legend Boucles
de Spa

M Bilstain Stage: Saturday,
1425-1620, MotorsTV

NASCAR:Daytona
International
Speedway

H SprintUnlimited: Sunday,
0100-0500, Premier Sports

watching (Wednesday, 2000-2100,
ITV4HD). There's also Special
Stage Extra action (Saturday,
1720-1825, MotorsTV).

Other top picks this week include
the Toyota Racing Series from
Hampton Downs (Saturday, 1855-
2000, MotorsTV) and the Lucas Oil
Off Road Racing Series from
San Bernardino (Sunday, 1720-
1925, MotorsTV.
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Mitsubishi Rally car build, preparation & parts supply service.

LRIl MaKTraK  Dresnth

* Suppliers of Carbon, Keviar & Twintex
parts for Evo 4 -10.
* We can supply most parts required
to build or prepare your Evo 4 -10.
Open Class Upgrade Parts

5 Speed & 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
ALCON Evo 7 - 9 Gravel Brake Kits

V’mmhsihnfu'urhllnnhnrdlypartnmlnqua
arnmdemotorsport co.uk

01524 761388 waynesis@aol.com

Rebuild Time!--- y ; |

Fast and Reliable Delivery of
Forged Pistons and Conrods

CALL: (0)1462 684300
Cambridge sales@cambridgemotorsport.com
% Motorsport Parts 4
Unit 5 Lacre Way, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 |NR. www.cambridgemotorsport.com

e Want your classified advert to stand out from the crowd?

WITH OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

WE SPECIALISE IN HISTORIC RALLY & RACE ENGINE BUILDS

F 9 = U;TTP -
A nl;lﬂlﬂs FENCIRE :

Contact Alan Sherwood of Sherwood Engines on (01353) 864 888
07801 455 202 or via email: alansherwood@btconnect.com

THINK

Automotive

Manufacturers of
the MOCAL range
the most popular
component in

motorsport
Distributors of

Quick Disconnect

Accusumps

Qil to Water Coolers

w LAMINOVA

Hose & Fittings

Qil & Fuel Pumps

Water Pumps & Fans

-
O DavEs,
SPEERLLON B

visit us online www.thinkauto.com
Like us on facebook -f

e Got a special offer that you want to shout about?

e Launching a new business, website or product?

CALL NOW TO ADVERTISE IN OUR CLASSIFIED SHOWCASE

t: 0208 568 1172 e: info@thinkauto.com

BOOKINGS - To book an
advert in the MN showcase
contact us on 020 8267 5355

Complete Build Preparation & Servicing
On-event Support Winter re-builds

visit: canadagarage.co.uk call: +44 (0) 1692 406 734

Precision workshop
services including:

cylinder boring and sleeving

line boring

balancing

valve refacing

valve seat recutting & inserting
crankshaft regrinding — including
offset grinding

cylinder head refacing

plus comprehensive range of leading
components including
JE Pistons
Carrillo con rods
SaverShims
All with quick turnaround and competitive prices. (Our experfence and expertise are freel)

.u-nsnaV’s Tel: 01708 748320 Fax: 01708 733266

Email: sales@gosnays.co.uk
Mawney Road Junction, Eastern Avenue, Romford Essex RM7 7NS

WWW.gosnays.co.uk

Runs in the 2nd and 4th weeks of every
month and 2 sizes of adverts will be available.

9x2 and 9x4

To book call 0208 267 5355 or
email mnads@haymarket.com

DON’T MISS OUR
NEXT SHOWCASE
IN THE 12TH
MARCH ISSUE



Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355

motorsport-news.co.uk FEBRUARY 12 2014 35

Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday

Classified

Motorsport News Classified Brand New Private Seller Rates  If you wish to advertise in the
offers a fantastic opportunity to Lineage: Motorsport News Classified
advertise to a uniquely motorsport 28 words = £28 (£30 inc vat) please call 0208 267 5355 or
based audience. Advertising with 26 words + Picture = £35 (£42incvat) email mnads@haymarket.com
us puts your advert right in front Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat) Deadline: Mondays at 12noon
of a very hands on and involved Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert (subject to change on Bank Holi-
motorsport market. £50 (£60 inc vat) day weeks)

£10 per extra column cm (£12inc vat)  payment: Cheques and postal

Private seller Offer

25% off when you book for 4 weeks Haymarket Magazines Ltd

orders should be made payable to

Address for advertising Important FW““:"'W‘:'“"_'“""’"‘"“‘_'”
e b ar0 also raminded that they are responaibe for
. e e conghing withlegel oq y
Motorsport News Advertising Terms for approved accounts strictly net within foros. 3 : 2
Teddington Studios, smlr;mmmmudh:m Six weeks notica prior to issue date required
must accompany all advertisements, whether for for . of any . .‘“h“
Broom Road, Teddington, publication or nat. confirmation taken on the phone is binding.
Middlesex, TW11 9BE Any advertisament received t0o lte for S ——
F ication and any i ived N .o o
100 late for incusion in the current issue wil Torma of of gare
ically be i 1 in the next availabl on request.

r

Uitimate Ford Escort MK 2
(based on Colin McRae’s Mkll spec]

T—

Price £99,000

Ford Escort Mark I 2.5 Milington
based on Colin McRae's Mkll spec. En-
gine freshened by Millington with the
latest spec Phase Two 2.5 Okm. Trac-
tive 6 speed box with the best pad-
dle shift system available. mappable
to suit driver on wet or dry surface.
Fully Floating 5 linked Atlas axie. AP 4
pots brakes all round. Reiger suspen-
sion on Rixs hub assembly. Bremax
aircraft spec wiring loom. Beautiful
finish in Bloss Red externally and in-
termally with flocked [anti-glare) dash.
Shell modified based on Colin McRae's
spec with engine moved + lowered. all
weight centered and lowered between
the two axles as per WRC design. This
car is in absolutely pristine condition,
seeing is believing.

Ford Escort MK 1

Price £68,000

Unique Appendix K Historic Spec MKI
Escort RSIEO00 with full FIA European
Papers. Ford Ermine white, fitted with
an original Millington Nikasil Block BOG
engine with a ZF Direct top race speci-
fication gearbaox. Twin Tapered Fully
Floating Axle with ZF Oiff, Bilstein ad-
Justable platform front struts. BP4
alloy hubs. adjustable TCAs and com-
pression struts. Vented 30<4mm front
discs with AP Monte Carlo Alloy 4 pot
calipers. vented rear AP brakes.

All major parts are on 0 miles on total

rot free shell. This car has only com-

peted in tamac rallies and is in im-
maculate condition.

Contact Barry McKenna, Den Motorsport
+44 7816 688 b15 / +44 2879 644811

1) Peugeot 205 T16 Replica. Fast road car ¢/w Mi16 engine, Full roll cage, persepex with sliders, bucket seats and full harness belts. Ideal for
trackdays, sprints or as a show car/advertising board. £5750 will F/X.

2) Rally winning Mitsubishi Evo built by DSMof Thirsk for David Mann for the British Championship. C/w Dog box, Proflex, full weld in cage. Huge
spares package by separate negotiation. £8995 will P/X.

TALBOT SUNBEAM PARTS Pr 52° Atlas Halfshafts £40 MK Il Escort F/Glass boot lid £25
PR Nos Series |l Front ind. Units £80 28 Capl;:lzs’gd gearbox £100 Pr MK1 “works” Ind/sidelights £80
NEW JLP Works Lotus 2 tumn rack £250 Pro Alloy footrest £20 Historic AP Forest calipers £400 (Pr)
NEW JLP Works Lotus Engine x-mem £100 MK Il Escort “blue oval® grille £50 Pr of new old stock twin 40 solex £100
NEW 4.6 4HA CW&P £150 MK |l Escort newly flocked dash £75 Pr of hella 2000/3000 (4) £150 lot

MK Il Escort chrome rear bumper £30
Bilstein quick lift jack & Handle £80

NEW 4HA LSD unit £300
2x Pr NEW R.. Brake Reaction Rods £60 pr

Pr Escort steering arms £40
(NEW) Ralloy dry sump tank & monza filler

Pr (NEW) MK Il Escort F/Glass QTR bumpers £40
Gen Ford MK 1 Escort inner wing £125

MK Escort 6 Dial metal dash £60

Pr Corbeau blue (faded) bucket seats £80

Pr Cobra Suzuka Pro black side mount seats.
C/w Alloy frames (2012 Manufactured) £500
Zero 20030 eelectric fire extinguisher & alloy

£75
(El\_llEﬁ\g} Ralloy shaped alloy fuel tank & gauges

brkt £100 MK Il Escort steel boot lid £25

WHEELS & TYRES 4x6x15 Ford Fiesta multispoke alloys £50 2x7.5x17 Enkie Oz Evo 5 Stud £50

6 x 6 x 13 Capri Lazer alloys £100 6x7x15 Mitzi Evo Speedline Corse 5 Stud £35ea.  5xBx17 Mitzi Evo 5 Stud road alloys £100

4 % 6 x 13 Revolution (Ford) £80 11x6.5x15 Compomotive Evo 5 Stud £35 ea. 5xBx17 Subaru STi alloys (114 PCD) £100

4 %5 ¥ x 13 Mamba alloys £40 13x7x15 GRPA Mag Evo 4 Stud alloys £30 ea. 2X7.5X17 Subaru Torra alloys (100 PCD) £60

B8x6.5x15 Speediine Corse Evo 5 stud £35 ea.
2x7x15 Mag Oz Cosworth alloys £100 pr.
8x6.5%15 Comp Evo 5 Stud £35 eadx205x65x15
Pirelli Gravel £25 ea.

6x205x65x15 Kumo Gravel (as new) £45 ea.
6x7x16 Compo Mo (Vauxhall) £40 ea.

4x6.5x16 Enkie Oz Evo 5 Stud alloys £100
2x18x62x16 Michelin N20 £40 pr.

2x%20x61x16 Michelin N21 + TADO £40 pr.
7x18x62x%16 Dunlop (Various Compounds) £120

2X190X650%17 Dunlap Inters £60
4x20x64x17 Michelin Wets £100
2x225x650x1 7 Michelin Wets £50
4xBx18 Speediine Corse Evo 5 Stud £200
2xBx18 Compomotive Evo 5 Stud £100
8x225x650x18 Pirelli Inters £25 ea.
14x225x650x18 Pirelli moulded £25 ea.
5x220x645x18 Kumo moulded £25 ea.

4% 7 x 13 Minilite copy (Ford) £100

1% 6x 13 Alleycat (Ford) £15

2 % 6 x 13 Weller Ford £25

2 % B x 13 GRP4 Split rim (Ford) £40
2x18 53 x 13 Michelin PB20 £30

4 x 180 x 550 x 13 Avon inters £60

9 x 165 x 55 x 13 Pirelli P700 (Formula
1000) £80

3 x 165 x 65 x 13 Dunlop 85 gravel £50
3 x 6 x 14 Raceline Opel/Vauxhall £90

4 % 6% 14 Opel Manta alloys £50 5x220x625x16 Dunlop (Mixed) £100
4% 7 %15 Compo mo Ford ET12 (AS 3x205x625%16 Dunlop moulded £70
NEW) £200 2x1Bx62x16 Michelin TA40 (New) £70
4 % 6 x 15 Revo Vauxhall/Opel 2x210x625x16 Silverstone (5871) £50

13x7.5x17 Speediine Corse Evo 5 Stud £40 ea.
6x7.5x17 Minilite Evo 5 Stud £40 ea.

3xBx15 Compo Mo Vauxhall/Opel £90
7x6x15 Pug GTialloys £15 ea.

Parts can be delivered to all rounds of the 2014 RAC Historic Rally Championship. Come and see our MK1
Escort ‘C3' Class historic car on the Mid-Wales Stages on 2nd March.
All Parts are PLUS VAT - 24hr Carriage Arranged - Credit/Debit Cards Accepted

TEL. NO: 01964 564 092 / 07739 281 920

DID YOU KNOW?

82% of our readers buy MN every single week, rising to 87% among those working

in the motorsport industry. When you place an advert in Motorsport News, you can

be sure that your target audience will see it!
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SPARES AND HCCESSORIES
SBD Motorsport

Unit 15, Red Lion Business Park, Red Lion Road, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 7QD
Telaphone 020-8391-0121, E-mail: sbdmolomport@btmnnacmom
Web: www.sbdev.co.uk

VAUXHALL, DURATEC & SUZUKI HAYABUSA|
MBE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS,
KITS & COMPONENTS

8914 e \AAT

,/( Delivery costs dependant on destination

ALL WITH MBE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS
READY PROGRAMMED & RE-PROGRAMMABLE BY USER

DURATIEG & VAUBIHALL
mmmm

\I:,

MS;’\ :

SBD British Sprint Championship 2013
SBD HSA Speed Championship 2013
SBD Speed Championship 2013

WSCC Class Sponsor :‘“w I—Hﬂ

PERSPEX WINDOWS

Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or
clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents,
full thermo-forming service now available.

>>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT<<<<<

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS
20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ

Tel: 0113 250 9852

TO BOOK AN ADVERT
INTO OUR CLASSIFIED,
CONTACT ONE OF THE TEAM

ON 0208 2617 52171

* EXPERT ADVICE
* MASSIVE STOCK

* RAPID DELIVERY MOTOHSPOHT

www.dmon-tweeks.cn.uk

'Z‘)u“*” 2

LOW CALL RATE CALLS MAY BE
RECORDED FOR TRAINING PURPOSES
MEDIA CODE: PI241A

rf

I-_\‘Evc:e Exhoausts f./

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Simpson

Like Us
facebook com/SimpsonRacsExhausts

Exhausts

FABRICAGE =&

Tubular Steel Bending & Fabrication
Roll Cages with over 20 years Experience
Your Safety is our Priority
From Road to Race, Autograss o Rally,
Historic to Current Day

For friendly helpful advice contact Peter Falhigg
01223 870 563 or 07801 749 888

FOR ALL YOUR
== AVON

TVYRES

MOTORPORT &
RACING TYRES

Including ACB 10
FORMULA FORD

Phone: 0121 331 1122

Email: salas@bmtr co. uk

BMTR.CO.UK

LONDON'MOTORSPORT SHOWROOM

msar.co.uk |

z I

--------

JIIU" mq

020 8655 7877

EE=smEED lisline

@

COBRA

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

Call or buy online!

QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK
01509 412 317

Classified adverti

thepdwersite

: 0208 267 5355

thepowersite HYUTIDRI

e 3 1o pump even the
\!“\,g\wo‘-" dirtiest of water

01437 700 123

thepowersite.co.uk

Telephone +44 (0)1274 590824

F: +44 (0)1274 531409 E: info@kaylan.co.uk W: www.kaylan.co.uk

Nothing endures the punishment received by
the underside of a World Rally Car better than
Kaylan. Resistant to both high end impact and
abrasion, our special elastomers are purpose-

built to withstand repeated flexing, extreme

temperatures, and just about anything that a

forest or gravel track might throw at it

No wonder then that the world's top rally
teams choose kaylan mudfiaps
and under-body protection.

THE WINNING FORMULA IN
HIGH PERFORMANCE PLASTIC

Join the likes of Ford, Subaru, Nissan,
Mitsubishi and Seat and change to Kaylan.

» Mudfiaps (both moulded and punched)

= Protection for; Trailing Arms, Gearboxes,
Rose Joints, Toe Links, Differential and
General Underbody Protection

= Wheel Arch Lining

» Enginge and Gearbox Mounts

= Bushes and Bumpstops

* Sump and Tank Guards

ADVANCED SUSPENSION TECHNOLOGY
OHLINS HAVE WON OVER 200 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
MICK GARDNER RACING

OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTION FOR ALL OHLINS PRODUCTS

Factory Trained Technicians // Large Stocks of Shocks, Springs and Paris
Official Sales and Service Centre // Fast Tumaround on Servicing, Revalving, etc
Bespoke Shock Absorbers Built to Customer Spec

CONTACT RUSS WALTON @ MICK GARDNER RACING NOW
E-mail: russwalton@mickgardnerracing.com
Website: www.mickgardnerracing.com
Telephone: 01226 240 099
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METAL

BAILEIGH

——

== INDusSTRIAL=®

"

Pipe'Bender | t

Sect.fon/RoH Bender

MB-120CNC

Mandrel Bender

For more information on our exte
+44 (0)24 76 6
_ﬁ‘-r‘“ -

. C5-C485
Cold Saw

Find us on YouTube:
Baileighindustrial

Follow us on:
instagram.com/baileigheu

Follow us on:
@baileigheu
Like us on:

facebook-com/haileighindeurope RS

worldwide

MARDI GRAS .:
MOTORSPORT
\\ \\ Saloon Car Preparation

tel: 01327 858006 fax: 01327 858800

FABRICATING
MACHINERY

Pipe Benders
Mandrel Benders
Plate Rolls
Shears

Section and Roll Benders
Bandsaws
Coldsaws

Mills

Drills

Lathes

Plasma Tables
Any many more at...

\BAILEIGH/

BAILEIGH INDUSTRIAL LTD.

Unit 1 Fullwood Close,

Aldermans Green Industrial Estate,
Caoventry,

West Midlands,

CV2 2SS

United Kingdom

+44 (0)24 76619267
Fax: +44 (0)24 76619276
Web:  www.baileighindustrial.co.uk
Email: sales@baileighindustrial.co.uk

BS-1100
Band Saw

nsive ranges call

19 267

Phone:

Competition cars for sale - Spares & accessories - Marketplace
Trailers & Transporters - Services - Weh Directory

Unit 45, Silverstone Circuit
Towcester
Northampton NN12 8GZ

email: info@mardigras.co.uk
web: www.performanceclutch.co.uk

B Distributors and agents for:

Great Rates for Private Sellers!
Special Offer: 25% off when you book 4 weeks

2y, VDO

RACING FUEL CELLS Performance Instruments

VARLEY RED TOP™

0.0
2=
wn. .

FIRE SERVICES

Extinguisher Refills on Site

| FERODO RACING |

= n

Lancia 037
LINEAGE:
25 words = £25 (£30incvat)
285 words + plcture = £38 (£42incvat)

30k Miles // £40,000
Tel: 0208 267 5365

THE ORIGIMNAL RACIMNG BATTERIES

Fire & Safety Systems Ltd.

RACING

PERFORMANCE"

EREIMUGEN g
~/baclr EARLS = (st
HONDA HEE> corpick

THE WORLD’S BEST AIR FILTER

Extra 10 words = £5 (£6incvat)

HOW TO PLACE AN AD

Call us on 0208 267 5355 and speak to a sales executive who can help with your
requirements, or email the text and pictures you wish to include in the advert to
mnads@haymarket.com, include a phone number and your address and one of
our sales executives will call you back to confirm the advert and arrange payment.

DEADLINE FOR ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING IS 12 NOON EVERY MONDAY
6 WEEK CANCELLATION ON ALL ADVERTISING // ALL ADS TO BE PRE-PAID

Rates for businesses do differ slightly.
Great discounts for long term commitments! Call to discuss...

Motorsport News reserves the right to refuse or withdraw adverts at its discretion and does not accept liability for clerical or printers errors
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Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355

ﬁ IMotorsport

Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888

e, S @ Tallky Biigina

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE'S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ

www.rallydesign.co.uk Tl By

GROUP 4 » OUTRIGHT SALE
ADJUSTABLE WO EXCHANGE

STRUTS

Each £128.00 £153.60
Bilstein inserts
£89.50
£107.40

APER & 5 LEAF SPRINGS
146lb £49.50 £59.40
160Ib £69.50 £83.40

AP ‘FOREST” BRAKES KIT
£895.00 £1074.00

LED 100mm RAINLIGHT
£29.50
£33.40

#AUTOSPORT

ROLLER TOP MOUNTS
£59.50 £71.40
Dust cover, pair £9.50 £11.40

WORLD CUP X-MEMBER
Standord £99.50 £119.40
LRM £99.50 £119.40
Group 4 £169.50 £203.40

mounts,
£25.00 £30.

(Ratios 2:4, 2:9, m/um

"1-9? b'{23 1.60

LSD DIFFERENTIALS

CLASSIC FORD WHEELS

6 x 13 £59.00 £70.80
7 x 13 £65.00 £78.00
8 x 13 £75.50 £90.60
8x 15£87.00 £104.40

H? os_siz{;

COIL SPRINGS el
Over 10,000 rates in stock! e
from £14.90 £17.88 ©-12 Janvary 2014
?\ BT ROLL CAGE WILWOOD POWERLITE 4-POT GROUP A STYLE HANDBRAKE ESCORT VENTED DISCS
a PADDING RMD F1’ £97.50 £117.00 £76.50 £91.80 GROUP 1 (247 X 20)
STYLE Plain, pair £39.00 £46.80
4 MIRRORS X/D&G, p* 559-00 £70.80
ESCORT Swivel or
1&2T0P centre mount
QUALITY Black 7 3
GRP PANELS . £14.50 £17.40 3
M1 Bonnet £99.00 £118.80 Carbon £
Mbk2 bonnet £109.00 £130.80 £16.50 £19.80 g
POLYSPORT/POLYRACE BUSHES GROUP 4 STEERING COUPLINGS ESCORT QUICK RACKS UPRIGHT KITS, ALLY BALANCE BAR
Hundreds available - look on Pressed fype £16.80 £20.16 Clubman "-" e g Cortina PEDAL BOX
website for full range! Forged type £ 18.30 £22.56 £69.50 £83.40 e oot geometry, pair (3) Cylinder

£159.50
£191.40

H. mgﬁa‘;ﬁuso £41.40
m pair £59.50 £71.40

115.00 £138.00
m;ﬁw

ESCORT ROLL BAR MOUNTS
Anti-dive kit £29.50 £35.40
Double width kit
£29.50 £35.40

Twin cam roll bar
£59.50

4-LINK KIT £109.50 E131.40
H/DUTY 4-LINK
£185.00

H/DUTY GEARLEVERS
S-qndl £38.00 £45.60

‘7651'4 50 £17.40

SWITCH PANELS
From £8.80 £10.56
Start + (3) ace. £19.20 £23.04

BODY JACKING KIT

4) Jacks & Tubes
°
il

LASER TRACKING GAUGF
Trackace £58.00 £69.60

£119.50

£143.40

POWERAP - 15mir rolls (50ft)
17 wide £19.80 £23.76
2" wide £29.60 £35.52

RMD STEERING WHEELS
255, 320 or 350 diam,
Hat or 3" dish
Leather or
suede

All one

e
%?9.50
£59.40

ACEWELL DASH
£159.50 £191.40

I BAILEY
DUMP VALVE

DV 24/26
£59.50 £71.40
DV 34/36

— _ £89.50 £107.40

H/DUTY GEARBOX
X-MEMBER
£49.50 £59.40

h ol
WILWOOD MASTER CYLINDERS
Remote £26.50 £31.80
Integral £28.50 £34.20

RMD CYLINDERS

(0.625, 0.70, 0.75)
£21.50 £25.80

©
WIWOOD
TYPE 9 TURRET EXTENSION PROPORTIONING VALVE
£49.50 £59.40 Knob style £44.50 £53.40
@ lever !M‘ E59.50£71.40

ﬂv;:o £70.80
£59.00

CATCH TANKS RMD FUEL PUMPS NAVIGATOR'S FOOTREST QUICK RELEASE STEERING
SID.1jtr£32.00 _AN Intervpter, 20gph £37.00 £44.40 style £13.50 £16.20 Wilwood pin drive
£38.40 Inferupter, £44.50 £53.40 £24.50 £29.40
21l#r £37.60 Solid state, 1 hex drive
£45, || £19.00 £ £34.50 £41.40
BILLET 0.3 Itr § drive
e =
2ltr £56.50 £67.80 N e
FUEL FILLER SILICON HOSES BATTERY TRAY
Inc. ’pdw & RMD INTERCOOLERS Over 20,000 in stock! Blue & Black Svit standard
£49.50 ssuo End size or front Kit, Escort Mexico (5) or Red Top

500 x 200 x 76 £68.00 £81.60 £62.34 £74.81 From

Bm’m!]?‘.w £210.00 m”m‘sj £26.50

\&_ from £58.21 £69.85 £31.80
A ] F
=
MAXTEL SPOTLAMPS ( GOODRIDGE BRAKE PIPE KITS -
8" £49.00 ssuo from £24.70 £29.64 RMD Type 25
RMD Type 33 £89.50 £107.40

MILLERS OILS
250ml

£4.46 £5.35
CFS 15w60, 1 litre
£10.80 £12.96

RMD ALLY RA.T»%O‘R;S'
£169.50 £203.40

2.25ltr PLUMBED-IN FIRE
EXTINGUISHER _

RMD OIL COOLERS, 235mm
13/235 £45.50 £54.60
25/235£78.50 £94.20 ‘ :
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BELL SPORT 5 HANS® HELMET SCHROTH SPORT 2 HANS® DEVICE SPARCO SPRINT V FIA RACE SEAT SHCROTH CLUBMAN 6PT HARNESS
Full face helmet at an entry level price. Designed to protect the spine, head and neck. Lateral fixing for tubular frame. 6 point professional harness.
Efficient ventilation system. 20" Sport 2 - ideal for Rally. Hale in cushion for 5thand 6th strap RFR Rotary Buckle
SNELL SA 2010. Schroth Patented SlipStop system keeps Contrast stitching Anti Sub straps.
FIA 8858-2010. JUsT the harnesses in place. Base fixings JUST Ideal for Club Racers & Rally cars
HANS® compatible. £ 7 2 4 9 9 FIA 8855-1995. £ 2 61 8 9 FIA Approved.
] INCVAT | INC VAT
0912 JANUARY 2004
INCLUDES UK DELIVERY - NORMAL PACKAGE PRICE £772.00 INC VAT ZAUTOSPORT

: INCLUDES UK DELIVERY HALL 6
The Racing
Sparco . 53 - UVeX OMP

Arad semewTn  hoig

HAMI L%%&Hf&'&LTD

__ Specialists in Motorsport Marquees & Luxury Car Covers

SYNTHETIC RACE OILS

= g7 THE WINNING EDGE

; feading the el
w L e o
Race & Rally Marquees to Suit all Budgets 3x3m to 6mHexagon &1 Lart the peffo" mance

Steel and Alloy Frames, Printing Available, Breathable Car Covers

] nce
v Greater engine performa

Luxury Car Covers, TR7 Rally & Race Parts Specialists
Trailer Net for open trailers, Minilite & Revolution Wheels

Many More useful products for Modern, Classic & Race Cars o 12 09 2 ’6666

www.hamiltongrouponline.com

, , : www.royailpurple.co.uk
Email office@hamiltonclassic.co.uk Tel +44(0)118 973 7300
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Brand new conversion to a high standard , full rear door tail lift. Body approx 20 ft long 8 ft high

internal with side access door complete with aluminum steps. Internal car tie down points and

space at the front for storage/tool chests. 2 x under body lockers fully alloy side skirts. Full vehi-

cle respray in mercedes white. One previous owner very well looked after vehicle not used since
conversion was completed. Low klms for year. Tested and tax. £25,000

Brand new conversion to a high standard , full rear door tail lift. Body approx 24 ft long 8 ft 10

high internal with side access door complete with aluminum steps. Internal car tie down rails and

space at the front for storage/tool chests. 2 x under body lockers fully alloy side skirts. Full vehicle

respray in mercedes white. One previous owner very well looked after vehicle not used since con-
version was completed. Low kims for year. Tested till may 2014 and tax. £26,500

| Cheshire. UK | +44 (0) 1270 812 402
www.prgtrailers.co.uk | info@prgtrailers.co.uk

Open to near offers - Please no dreamers or time wasters - Payment is cash on collection - px possible

www WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

IGH CUALITY TRALERS EDR CLUBL PRIVATE A%

Weatherweave ”,

;‘ (Awningf & Tarpaulins
\ —

' ) WORKING WITHYOU

c

High quélit; car transporters
www.woodfordtrailers.com

DID YOU KNOW?

59% of MN readers have bought products
and services as a direct result of seeing ——————————— ESSENTIAL FOR MOTORSPORT TEAMS & COMPETITORS
their availability advertised in the paper.

MAKE TRANSPORTING AND STORING EASY WITH A WEATHERWEAVE CONVERTED TRAILER

This doesn’t include those readers who Weatherweave is the UK’s leading specialist in bespoke awnings and trailer conversions. Featuring high
h b infl dbvb di d specification PVC covers in a wide range of colours with artwork of your choice. Simple to use, durable, long-
ave been 1niluence Y branding ads lasting and fire retardant to a British Standard, with an anti fungal lacquered finish. Our customer base spans
in MNN and bou ght at a later date. from the general public, to international race teams and multi-global firms giving us experience second to none.

call us on: + 44 (0) 1268 774 141 or visit: www.weatherweave.co.uk
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Enduring power

Carefully crafted, finely honed enclosed designs offer discreet, safe
and efficient vehicle transportation. Style is always important, never
more so than when in such illustrious company.

The latest Race Transporter models are testimony to the technology,
craft and designs our dedicated engineers have developed.

Main photograph, Race Transporter 5 with high level tyre rack and work bench combination,
Interior LED lighting pack and ‘style 1" Alloy wheels.

Race Transporter range from £ 7,099 (excl. VAT).

HAC E msmm] For more infomation-la-nd :aﬂ-ims gal)ﬂl ?ﬁfp?easeiggt o?wgsz
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Visit churchill.com

to get a quote
or call 0800 404 8318

Sales
Spares
Accessories
Custom Graphics

@"E“s:_g i INSURANCE ==

INSURANCE [t
quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

7 MEEJS}EJ _c(_):ﬂ_{ 777 Alluywheelrepairs.com]I

Denso mini race altemator. 12- §
16v adjustable. 50/30amp, 1| #2775

wire connection.
6425 6AL Dlgital Capacitive- * WRC magnesium wheels for sale
dlscharge box. 530v to coil.
¥ 1 35mj spark for every firing!
IAN JEMISON

V8 ENGINES- parts and accessories |
| REAL STEEL Unit 9, Tomo Industrial Estate, | | E"GI"EERI"G
| Packet Boat Lane, anlzy, Middx, UBS 2JP ]

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET

. J

I@

E-Z UP" shelters since 1983
1.5m x 1.5m to 6.0m x 6.0m
Set up in 60 Seconds!
UK Next Day Delivery

E-Z UP"Instant Shelters

* Repairs to aluminium & magnesium
wheels and castings

* Wheels chemically stripped, fine bead
blasted & powder coated

[
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Give Simon and the friendly team a call:

THE VDICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

ammmmnmnm
ﬂMﬂhMMMNMMMNHﬂﬂH

motorsport.com Phone today for free advice.

Tel: 01582 412110/480959 Fax: 01582 480432 [
WWW. reco-prop co UK ¥ TO ADVERTISE YOUR NEW PRODUCTS
N R Wy TNy G S

UL | H111]

OPENING HOURS:
Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.30pm

AND SERVICES IN OUR NEXT SHOW-
CASE CALL

0208 267 5365

insurance
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WEB DIRECTORY

RECE AND RALLY PARTS
‘
=

RACE WEAR

THE NORTH WEST No.1 RACE & RALLY SHOP

:nm?ummgmlu.mm 7
S e YBRACING

| erca mS.CO ﬁK Ll TWhons. s Accammin o6 MOTORSPORT & PERFORMANCE
e et S rteen | | WWW.YBRACING.COM

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

PartCI g e R

\“

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
The Biggest Brands at Competitive Prices SYNTHETIC RACE OILS

www.Part-Box.com, sales@part-box.com, 0121 557 2707

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

IN HOUSE 4 WHEEL DRIVE ROLLING ROAD
ECU, Mapping, Diagnositcs, Power Runs, Race, %
Rally, Road or Off Road ... ALL CATERED FOR! M

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS /
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW! w
GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

2[\__3 For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
GroupB Motorsport call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com

, . ' www.atpower.co.uk
GW ol Rk . SEB44 620 307 o . poupbmotenportoon +44 (0)1953 857800

RACE & RALLY PREPARATION
BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

mmmmamdmmm engine

oLy BOorEEY

visit our new online shop www.racetuners.com W: sbdevcouk E: shdmotorsport@biconnectcom T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

GEARBOXES

MANUFACTURERS OF PROTOTYPE ‘
Gearboxes, SPORTS RACING CARS ’

ally &
IT Cead(;u, LSD' and Driveshafts
01782280136 F: 01782269913

PRG TRAILERS
rransm;ssram sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com www.prgtrailers.co.uk
+44 (0) 1270 812 402
visit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

RACE ENGINES

GEARBOXES

MAN.COM
GEARBOX 01933 411 993

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES jondelruce@uol.com
Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // &more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

Manufacturers of beapol(.e splt rim nluy wheels. Every set made to order!

ROAD / RACE / KIT-CARS / BIKES & TRIKES / DRAGSTERS / ETC ...
Wheel fitments for virtually and vehicle from 10° to 22" diameter from 3" to 18" wide. Prototype work

for O.E. mmmmmﬁmmumnnmmmmmn
IS0 8001:2000 Accredited Company Certificate No. GB0O1

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE ... AND MANY MORE TO COME!

TO BOOK AN ADVERT
INTO OUR WEB DIRECTORY,

CONTACT ONE OF THE TEAM
www.demon-tweeks.co.uk THE RACEWEAR EMPORIUM ON 0208 267 5271

MOTORSPORT

THE BEST BRANDS, BIGGEST STOCKS WITH RAPID DELIVERY! VISIT US ONLINE: GPRDIRECT.COM

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT
THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
oronsp on T Christina Brown Tiffany Paton Kristina Kuznesova

Ad Sales Executive Ad Sales Executive Production Controller

T: +44 (0) 208 267 5271 T: +44 (0) 208 267 5365 T: +44 (0) 208 267 5262

E: Christina.Brown@haymarket.com E:Tiffany.Paton@haymarket.com E! Kristina.Kuznesova@haymarket.com




quicker with our 48 hour
pallet delivery service

% Daily Express pallet service for Exports & Imports
g Fastest transit times, 48 hours door-to-door

% Easy to use through any one of our 180 UK/German

depots
&7 Fully tracked & traced online

@ Single pallet to multi-pallet consignments

Tel: 08456 944441 WWW. palletforce com‘



