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Chapter 211

Alll
have to do is

N

keep quiet...

I8Y

that the bridge , |
5 ofted '
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N I'M COMING =
5 OVER THERE! =
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BUT WHAT
WERE YOU
DOING
HERE,
SO EARLY
IN THE

THE SAME \

REALLY?

WHAT A
STROKE
OF LUCK
FOR ME.

" Spsgen o | HaMA..

[ THAT was
_- ] REALLY CLOSE!
% JUST A BIT
FURTHER, AND
T WOULD HAVE

\%‘(‘ ENDED UP AT
\ :

YOU SAVED
MY LIFE.

HURRY AND TELL
TSUKIKAGE-SAN...

AND THE
OTHERS THAT
THE BRIDGE IS
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\ \! \ P‘; / I'venever  always |

‘ \\\ VI, ever, even once, honest! about to let
NN ¥ thought about N her die!
RN resorting to Iow ” '
~_ lhavethe — R
—  samecrvel ——

instinets!

the people
( who used them,

‘ those mean

/ A\ actors...

considered
such a
, thing! '\

= person! \\\
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If only Maya
had never
appeared!

Without this
dark side to
wmy heart!

://l III \\\ k\\\

/
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That's right. If
I'd never met her
= 1 would have lived

= peacefully and with
- pride in myself!
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A Thatwouldbe Idrather |
L befter than being  die!

defeated by her in

the competition

for the Crimson
Goddesg! w |

FAN
“ AN
0 A\
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!
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W

| don’t
want to ||
be a loser! |]_ :

| can’t go back
L~ to Tokyo with
7 these feelings!

Ny, Y
PRoide
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Yes,

[ will win!

now haven't

3

Z

Yes. l'll try
my hardest!

| have to
believe in

There’s
hothing |

that day
Whe“ l was
little... J.

This time
V'll win!

Yes! The
battle is just .
beginning!

And I'll
compete fair —|
' and square  —
| =— withMaya for —
—— theCrimson =

[ —~—
e ——




WHEN THE
BRIDGE 1S IN
USE AGAIN, I'D
LIKE TO HAVE
MAYA KITAJIMA
| PERFORM  AND AYUMI
| THEIR CRIMSON HIMEKAWA...

GODDESS IN

UNTIL THE
» BRIDGE IS

| REPAIRED, WE
‘ CANNOT GO
INTO THE

\ VALLEY.

THE VALLEY N Vi

OF THEPLUM | ——
TREES. | S

COME ON! WE \
SHOULD ALSO
6O TO THE RIVER
TO REMEARSE
FOR OUR NEXT

STAl

YOU ARE
RIVALS!

NOW, NO

TO THE
VALLEY?

AND TAKE
YOUR PRACTICE
SERIOUSLY!

i

MORE TRIPS |
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WHAT
| IsT,
| Avum? |

= TSUKI

IsML
HAVEN'T
GRASPED
HER
ESSENCE.
THERE'S
SOMETHING....
THAT I JusT |
CAN'T UNDER- |
| STAND.

TSUKIKAGE-SAN!

\\\\\\\ VAT -

\' TELL ME WHO
THE CRIMSON
GODDESS |5!

UNDERSTAND

‘7'\

WHO
/ IKNOW 16 THE
SHE IS THE CRIMSON
ANCIENT GODDESS?
SPIRIT OF

| THE PLUM

\  TREE, A
BT

\

&_,

N )\

BY NOW,

you |
SHOULD ‘
ALREADY
COMPLETELY
Bl LNDERSTAND /
\ THE CRIMSON p
GODDESS!

TRY TO

WHY T [ =

MADE You §
INTERPRET 7
WIND, FIRE, =
WATER AND




= The grass
.. looks like a —=
~ rolling sea...




| I WANTED TO
| EXPRESS THE
INVISIBLE WIND
WITH THE

|

| INVISIBLE WIND

o ) ‘\
o7
“ AYUMI, DO You
i) REMEMBER
/) How you
9/ { INTERPRETED
THE WIND?

WELL, NOW...
HOW ABOUT

THESE TREES
you

™
UNDERSTAND  sRass?

FROM THEIR  AReN'T THEY
MOVEMENTS  poOING THE

THAT THE SAME?

IS THE ONE
THAT STIRS
THEM!

) YES, THAT
~ WAS YOUR

J\

you
CANNOT

\ SEE IT, BUT

IT MOVES
THINGS
ON THE

SURFACE...
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EVEN

| THOUGH IT

\ SURFACE.

/ 15 INVISIBLE,

IT'S THE

| FORCE THAT

MOVES
THINGS
ON THE

ARE WIND,
FIRE, WATER
AND EARTH?

DESCRIBE

S0, WHAT
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/ L "f
LY YES!

Y I HAD YOUu
Y/ STUDY WIND,
FIRE, WATER
AND EARTH
S0 THAT YOU [,
couo
BETTER =
LINDERSTAND |-
THE CRIMSON

”/‘ , E
" _Ja covvess! (7
i e ]

~| /| CREATURES

I )’ St /

o
[ A ‘ STRENGTH
iy | spiraLs up |
/ TOWARDS THE

Tt HEAVENS, ||
| WATCHING
OVER THE

\ OFTHE
\EARTH... /N

/| MOVES

I THE TREES
TO GROW

ON THE

SURFACE

THE PASSION
OF THE RHYTHM /
WITHOUT A FORM... 1/ ||

y EVEN THOUGH
N\ SHE IS INVISIBLE, I oeaeen
’ SHE MAS THE GoTTESS
N Tlic o POWER TO MOVE ‘ '
Lasey THINGS ON THE WAL )
' SURFACE...

AND SHE GIVES I/

. BRINGS LFETOALL J\&
S\ FORTH A  BENGS, [\
G et i "
'}}11, : ENERGY )
{ T FROM THE ////

EARTH...
N, P : ,‘l.{‘. § ,[/
Y MQ/ 7 3"
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Thisis -
my Crimson
Goddess!

THE TREE
AND THE SPIRIT.
THE SPIRIT OF
THE EARTH'S
\ GODS GROWS
AND SHOW
This is the ITSELF ON THE
Crimson SURFACE...
Goddess, the
ancient plum

free’s spirit!

Ah, of

She takes ‘
care of the N\ course!
\\' and{ creatures > This is why
N swiminthe Lo on she can hear the
voices of heaven

= water because \
she gives life the land.. _ and Earth
and love using

the energy of







| want to
return to the

Yesterday... it
was incredible...
B I was like |

&‘%ii;ﬁf

+ Who could

c&-.fhe Crimson
' Goddess be?
* | still don’t

ldon't =
know how fo'=
express her <
with words

or acﬁqng,_,{_-,.::, i <
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|
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To spread AP
flowers... i\ ol
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The pollen
moves with
the wind...
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The pollen N

* ' 2 AR
carries itt  doesn’t move \\\%\\

with the
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Yes! For the
water thewe,
I played
Kyujin!

ap,
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.Z The movemen’r
§\\\\\\W' ~ of the wind...

s the
heart of the
Crimson

i ')/Z{;/ Goddess-\\\s\i
Yy
//M”ff[ ﬂ“ A,




The growing N The fire's” A
of the plants G movement is 8
is the heart of 7 2 '

the Crimson_

Everythingis = Ly
brought to life by - T J:ef::t):?ﬁe ,
her heart! god of wind, the
F = god of fire, the
god of water and
the god of earth
That's what A . come o lifel .\
makes plants ey \
— and animals /
_ grow and live! *




continve in -

> Wind, fire, nwycle.
water and

(« v/\, { - NGty

1 //wf ,/, A

\
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Crimson
Goddess!

Even though
she cannot be




N /,,;j/,
= | /N =
somethingy L. -
N truly beyond S e
us Al |thinklhavea  |=
| : chance to portray [ .
& something really | %,

speciall...

Why did the .
Goddess fall in

love with a
human?

A?M}
S
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PR e,

‘ l‘\l. ",g_".‘ 55
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LBy o
L RSN
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<] What kind of
% person was her
A lover, lsshin?




S The place where
lfl‘”“"lff't{“‘,"‘!l”"';’fl"Xfﬂpﬂ‘m plum trees are

Tk S ity o
o™ always in bloow...

I it

i The place where
W the Crimson i i LY

gl
L

Goddess fallsin 3
love with Isshin... & *

'\ o~ \
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Chapter 212

ONODERA-

SAN

AND AKAME-SAN
ARE ALREADY
LEFT BEHIND.




T masumi,

/| HOW MUCH -
\ FARTHER LINTIL
MOUNTAIN | WE REACH THE
PATHS | VALLEY OF
ARE HARD {2\ THE CRIMSON |
ONOUR 1, ™ GODDESS? /i
OLD FEET. N7

N
W\

WE'VE
BEEN
WALKING /-
FOR MORE |

Shiori-san!

And Onodera-san
and Akame-san!

7/ THE VALLEY
! OF THE PLUM

IT MUST LIVES...
\{ BE A REALLY
{1\ WONDERFLIL
\_ PLACE.



YES. T AM [

THEY  MUsST BE ]
ARE NOT BECAUSE |\
SUITED  OF MY |
FOR THIS glOES! AN
KIND OF ‘
TERRAIN.

SORRY. IT | ‘(=




NS NN

So elegant. [ W/ f

Compared /¥
toher,lam 4

s0 plain...

Y

| am so
== embarrassed!

IS NEVER- ]
ENDING.

Bt

3 | ell them it's
dangerous!

“don’t want [}

ill have to = “*F

What am | doing?
.\ Hayawi-san and the
. 0thers want fo go fothe /7
\\Valley! | have to tell thew /' %/
|\ the bridge is broken! WX

< \\\ ’a ;
N\




E—
W

NO, You

CAN'T GO THERE.

THE BRIDGE TO
THE VALLEY IS
BROKEN. THEY
ARE FIXING IT

el I “ . v )
nl R ) S |y fig | i
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THERE IS
NOTHING WE
CAN DO. WE

HAVE TO

GO BACK.

LET-DOWN.
AND AFTER
WE CAME
SO FAR.

IT WILL
TAKE AT
LEAST
FOUR
OR FIVE




/ Hayawi-san
is leaving...




without even

being able to

" spealk to hiIn...
;‘»\ \, :

& ki RN
 Shefellin
love with a

The Crimson
Goddess who
fellin rules over

) love witha "aTure..

] //f RN \\

she must :
~ have been! =—

y '

W




”“'Wm
Maybe it
was a stroke

of luck. \

\“ I'd

rather not
disturb that
wonderful
“valley...

| had the
same idea,
even before
wy father
told we...

How
strange
that | feel

profecf .

\\ Preven’r
thisway! \ outsiders from

W

; ) = Aren’t1an \'wandering in.. \
\ \ outsider? ¢ ,ﬁ,\,,\
iff\ r:‘-.,\ § d ke 3 Qe )
\\\x 30 much <
\fo find out \\ i
whoﬂne : \:

SHAME! T
WANTED TO
GO TO THE
VALLEY OF
THE PLUM
TREES SO
MLICH...

HERE FOR

< want o \

. WE WALKED
< ALL THE WAY

W

The love of the =
~ Crimson Goddess!




So does

suffering in

the pain and hearf...

Crimson Goddess
is in love with a

& -’Ai’;’)l)"{-“"\.‘

MAYBE IT
MEANS WE ARE
SUPPOSED TO
MEET ANOTHER

V=N

' .
GF - .leave its

mark on )
nature? —

o

-~

N z Z
-+ The movement

of the Crimson
Goddess”
feelings... -
A

.

b 2

) ( iy
‘}}\\\.\\‘ 2
\\\ \\.




the Crimson
Goddess is
in love!

Dancing f;{R
linthe 4

L4

‘ st;nlight.. | 4

& gt
g, "“@w e\
e L

i
\"7%

. a2
2 yr/,/[;’ i

she had fun
riding on
the wind... |

]

| wonder how she
spent her days?







2 great

Xtimel
lwere [ |
one of them, | 1V
I'd play like | /157
thisall 7




-

you

[/ STARTLED
. ME! T
WASN'T
;‘ EXPECTING
\ TO SEE You
\ WE
\ yo?f FALLING
. DOING? FROM THE
, SKY.
W -
~.
R o)
A" ( Voo
A3
V- ¥ WELL,
A LET'S SAY...
\ I WAS
 REHEARSING
N, B3 SOMETUING...
Y "\ N
\ | \

wWhat kind (
of Crimson
Goddess do

you intend to |

perform?

}‘ /' PEOPLE , ~d Y
ARE NOW, THE ’ OH, BUT FIRST, | I WANTED

A BEM?! | WORKING BRIDGE THAT || / weLl, || T wantep | TO SEE THE

| REALLY?! | ONIT, BUT LEADS TO THE ( vou || To come gy | VALLEY OF

| THATS | ITWONT VALLEYOF ||/ somaNy know || anp GreeT | THE CRIMSON |
| HORRIBLE!| BE UsABLE THE CRMsON ||/ peopLe 7 || reukikace- |\ GOvvESS. /b
)\ FORFOUR GODDESS IS \ y

. ORFIVE  BROKEN,

COME ON! T'LL
fonam| _ TAKE YOU TO
) TSUKIKAGE-SAN!

IS
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IT GAVE

1 ALso came

il
| SAKURA- >

KoJl, you

you
TWOo?!

QP

HERE?

& ! I | \
il ;\“g"'/"él‘c’se et
o=t N

HOWEVER, 1 weNT
THE BRIDGE  mgre
IS BROKEN 4 pey
RIGHT NOW.  mimgs,

T CAME TO
THE THESE PARTS
OWNERS SO THATI
ALLOWED COULD CREATE
METO A DIRECTING
USEIT.  PLAN, AND I
FOUND THIS

BEARS  RATHER
AND FOXES  COTZY...




S I CLEARLY [ I SOMETIMES
- SAW HOW, K WENT TO SPY
Sl THROUGH THE ON YOUR AND
iy INTERPRETATION AYUM'S
OF ELEMENTS, ETING! REHEARSALS,
TEUKIKAGE- #i : KITAJIMA.
SAN WANTED TN 1 LearNED
10 BRING YOU | L/l R § S
| CLOSER TO A5 T
\ THE cRIMSON |, fifh
\_ oovess! / M % "14 ~\
o N )':"n el \
¥ | [ YEAH.
( ! o
Al ‘
\ v :7,
2 . IT's
HUMANS, SURPRISING
ANIMALS, HOW LIVING
TREES, ALONE IN THE
ROCKS MADE ME MIDDLE OF

FOR MOTHER
HUMANS
DON'T NATURE, ALL

BEINGS ARE
REALLY
\ eTanp  EQUAL.

ol raarBh  OUT.

UNDERSTAND  THE NATLIRE...
HOW SUPERFICIAL
SOME VALLES
IMPOSED BY .
SOCIETY ARE. / P

CREATURE
IS GIVEN LIFE
BY A HIGHER
EXISTENCE...

...THIS IS THE
CONCLUSION
I'VE REACHED...

; THE

@’ AH... I fFeLT VALLEY, |
, S g LIKE I

/ = UNDERSTOOD

- | someTHING

() ABOUT THE

B A CRIMSON \

GODDESS... N\

ic:

—~—




I

FROM TIME I/

TO TIME,

\  IT'S NICE
LIVING IN
THE OPEN!

ISSHIN!

MAKES You
EXPERIENCE
NEW
FEELINGS!

YOoU MIGHT a3
EVEN COME TO
UNDERSTAND .~

i

\
/|

0 B S Y Bk A e ] Py
[ I St BN

0 5

[ i

e | ey e way, |f
| GAKURAKOJ],

ABOUT B

| "WHEREDO ||

STAYING IN | .

| YOU PLAN ON |

| AGusst | YOULFLANC

| ROOM IN THE \ o

FORGET IT. |

YOU'LL
STAY HERE,
THERE ARE

ENOUGH
SLEEPING

BAGS. - —ﬂ(‘

TOMORROW,
T'LL TEACH
YOu HOW
TO FISH.

THAT MEANS...
YOU'LL ALSO BE
HELPING ME
GATHER FIREWOOD
AND PLANTS AND
ALSO DRAW WATER
FROM THE RIVER.

THIS IS
BUT A SMALL
TOKEN OF MY
APPRECIATION.

TO YOU FOR

WHAT YOU'VE

DONE FOR MY
FATHER.

I GREET ||
You ALL |
IN THIS |
MOUNTANN |!

TEMPLE! |




P LR Vo | A

U my paTHER e f
M wAs VERY N Ly AL
MOVED TO NG i A
RECEIVE | [
:\ YOUR HELP. = /\) I ;/: :
A {L ) | //
N ; s/
N, /.’ P
| Ay % il 1 :,'/,; g ',;
"‘.’ .~-',):.’ e : :_ '.',';' i
y “h“ v h\ B‘ I"}‘//l
_;“a E ér‘%{{' ‘j\'.:ﬁ i 5?’

LB

v 777 T

—= 3 SN G ) |

M N /
/| mease

/ s | /
e

|
/| ACcePT My
/\GRATTTUDE.
A

( THEN YOU  IF THE
| SHOULD  MAN YOU
| ACCEPTHIS  HELPED
\ HEARTFELT IS NOT
\  GIFT. EISUKE

A

BUT AN
( T WASN'T
ORDINARY i KING

MAN
naurep N % SOVNG
A MOUNTAN A

PAGS. :

PLEASE

TAKE

BUT T KINDLY BACK
ASK YOU TO YOUR
ACCEPT THIS AS A GIFT...

SINCERE SIGN OF
GRATITUDE FROM
AN ORDINARY
INJURED MAN.

Aok
WILL NOT




MY NAME
IS AKAME,
PORTRAYING
ISSHIN IN
THE PLAY.

YOu...

HONORED
TO MEET

W [
y

| e
ﬁl ) MATTERS
\ a\\‘ l‘ IS THAT You
\ /i1 | ARE WELL,
66 | TSUKIKAGE-

| eAN.

AS YOU
GRADUALLY
STRENGTH, YOU'LL
BE ABLE TO BRING
THE CRIMSON
GODDESS BACK
TO THE STAGE.

IT WOULD
YOU'VE GOT

OF ME TODAY, &

THE BETTER N

I CAN
HARDLY
WAIT...

BY THE

WAY, ARE THE
REHEARSALS
OF THE TWO
CANDIDATES )

( GOING WELL? |———

BEAUTY
OF THE

CRIMSON
GODDESS.

UNEQUALED

THANK You
FOR YOUR
KIND WORDS,
TSUKIKAGE-
SAN.

HEARD A
LOT ABOUT



TSUKIKAGE-SAN!
WE HAVE GUESTS:
SAKURAKOJ! AND
KURONUMA-SAN!




7 y vp,wmw T

( / IT WOULD

‘ SEEM

1 W Lo ( BUT... WE ALL
You Loo | You ARE | GATHERED J
JUST LIKE A | KURONUMA/
PEASANT.

BE OKAY
FOR THAT f
GIRL, BUT |

AYUML... /

%

/
/




\\ / 3 \

BUT T SEE I'VE HEARD
AT LEAST THAT You THAT YOU CAME
HERE, THERE ENDED LIP TO THESE
ARE NO GETTING MOUNTAINS SO
SHAPESHIFTING % TOTALLY You couLp
TAKEN IN BY PLAN THE
“@ THE LOCAL | CRIMSON
L\ CUSTOMS. /\  GODDESS...

THE FOXES Fox 16 Al AT TS
g AND SHAPE- AND A FOX... LIFESTYLE
?y SHIFTERS IN SHAPE- SUITS You
W | THE CITY ARE SHIFTER MORE THAN
S actuaLLy JusT A | e one you
iy, IN EVERY SHAPE- SIEIET
. SHIFTER. CIy.
\’_/ Tt
\ \ N/ Y
CALM ” ) i
DOWN, U ALWAYS
ONODERA- SAY THINGS KURONUMA!
SAN, YOU SHOULDN'T!
WE'LL ou ARE YOU
i g MAKING FUN

TAKE THAT

IMGLAD  ITHAS |

Agout you, /77 TO SEE BEEN A
YOUNG ([ | YOU AGAIN, WHILE SINCE
(| PrRESIDENT KURONUMA-  WE SAW |
\. OF DAITO. \ SAN.  EACH OTHER. J
]




IT wouLp
SEEM
THAT THE

REHEARSALS

ARE ALSO

GOING WELL.

THAT
MEANS YOUR
DIRECTING
PLANS WILL
COME OFF
WITHOUT A
HITCH.

{
[

|
|
\
\

LUINFOR-
AKAME-SAN, TUNATE

WHO HAS THE
THAT THE
SAME PART,  gpipge |5

RESENTS IT,
T00. UNUSABLE. !

THOUGHT
IT MIGHT
HELP ME
WITH THE
ROLE OF
ISSHIN...

VALLEY.

OF COURSE,
T'LL PASS
BY TO GREET
TSUKIKAGE-
SAN, AS

e |
BECOME
A GOOD
FISHERMAN.

VEGETABLES, ;
TGETFROM
A NEARBY
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W

4

A1 won't be

defeated by
him, no
wmatter
what!

You think

YOU €aN Wit N

IO

againsts-
me?! ([ ] -
N

You've come

2\ 1o the Valley

Isshin? How
presumptuous; |




loseto ==




TWO

| CRIMSON
daooesses,
Iy 1ssHins...

i kL g
/. eovoessz Qﬁ, el
N

SINCE YOU ARE
HERE, THREE PAIRS
OF COMPETITORS,
T'LL SHOW YOU THE
CRIMSON GODDESS.

'1”1 u”y

ey m ‘ oY | BUTFIRST,
THEN T'LL [0 THE BRIDGE (Y e 6 LE Bavi
SHOW You f 16 REPAIRED, ) b % AamiTo
THE TRUE (i ‘ T'LL TAKE AN N Y ehouvon witar
CRIMSON ‘ e YOU TO THE ool
GODDESS... M e VALLEY OF
, THE PLUM

TREES.

FIRST,
THE GIRLS
WILL SHOW
YOU THEIR

CRIMSON
GODDESS...







Ny -

\\\ \\\\ \\'\\‘ “ U ////‘/i

| | \ R/
\\ \ ' \ 1y~ ~ THE CRIMSON
\ - ] : GODDESS IS AN
/ : INCOMPARABLE
S0 GRIMY. [0 | BEAUTY, YET...

=] WELL, How To
/ PUT IT, YOU SEEM
RATHER LIKE THE
SPIRIT OF THE
PLUM TREE'S

| ARATHER |
] REBELLIOUS |
% SPIRIT,
il TotaLLy
INY  uniGe.

[ cvigl-
WHAT?!
yg;/;:f \CHAN?

Y50 RUDE,
- LAY AMI-SAN! \

. What's
/. up? What's
- happening?
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TR | 3/
A o RO 2 »
il :,nw'»lv.f#ln‘,!y&' s » - R
( W AV ‘ '
L [ eawld, $Lers I\
AR/ 3 ’ GO.




LET'S GO.
you
SHOULDN'T
TEASE THAT
GIRL!

rﬁ% ; 7, ke 1% e ' LSS
h}{\'}%&,« 2 SERE R (TARG-  wit TAASHY %%\wm%



— Compared
~ 1o her, I...

= shouldn’t
- have said -
Ao

W

He shouldn’t’
have said ~
those things-}/

in front of 2 gt

that beauﬁf\yj o
woman‘ '

Even if |
am swall
and silly!




|

SOMETHING

HAVEN'T
SAID A
WORD...

%1%

MAKE A NICE
COUPLE, MAYA
KITAJIMA AND
THAT BOY
SAKURAKOJI,
DON'T THEY?




e

j‘

\

A\
M

PRESIDENT,

GET SO
WORKED
up...

\
)
A

TSUKIKAGE WILL

YOUu MUSTN'T |

Chapter 213

When

CHIGUSA

PERFORM THE
TRUE CRIMSON
GODDESS?!

= The Crimson
s | Goddess... in the 4| |
Valley of the =g

=-the bridge is
repaired...

WHAT?!

—



’ ‘P\.

CHIGUSA,
THE TRUE
CRIMSON
GODDESS... G
&
N '\<i
7 LS AFTER

MAYA KITAJIMA &
AND AYUMI
HIMEKAWA

HAVE FINISHED
WITH THER |

REMEARSALS... |

YOU HAVE
TO GET ME
e, A
BEWELL 2 POSSIBLE!
THAT DAY! :
7 l
e (/ . :
~ ‘
; _,[ \
IT MUST HAVE WATCHING ; \
BEEN DIFFICULT | HER GAVE S IT MUST |
%
FOR AYUMI TO | SHE Mg CHILLS. % HAVE BEEN |
PERFORM, AFTER | REALLY > | TOUGH FOR |
SEEING THAT | LOOKED V| AYUMI-SAN. |
PRESENTATION. |  POSSESSED \ /
| BY THE PLUM y

\

\ TREE'S SPIRIT.

IS THAT

SEENG |
wnmmou MAYA-SAN'S | <
$lrcn o CRIMSON | =

' GODDESS |

YESTERDAY. |




STILL DON'T
KNOW THEM-
SELVES...

BUT LIKE
ALWAYS,
AYUMI IS IN

THE LEAD. /)/jﬁ I

o

""“( ( q ,{/"%(TX,\)H\“ :
TS

Ayumi
is 80
beautiful...
G ‘ TONIGHT,
I'D LIKE
you 10

WALK
ACROSS

[/ THIS

AS IF You i
/ WERE mE FLOOR--.
CRIMSON ;
GODDESS.




NOW WALK
WITH THESE
BELLS TIED
AROUND YOUR
ANKLES

2 B\

o P
e—t—it g S = ugl 2RI







A

VY

\ \ L

e
I \

B ~y”

N\ A HUMAN THE CRIMSON

§ WOUILD MAKE GODDESS IS

THE FLOOR NOT HUMAN. T THINK
LNY CREAK, WHILE WHILE IT'S CLEAR
L\, AGOvESS - you MusT MAYA'S IS THAT AYUMI'S
\ N WOULD GLIDE 2N EXPRESS THAT JARRING.  WALK HAS

Wy EVEN IN YOUR A CERTAIN
\ ! RHYTHM,

\ § ACROSS T,/
;\?Q\‘ \\\ A \

e
o

MANNER OF
WALKING,

MUST BE
UNEARTHLY,
UNLIKE ANY

HUMAN'S.

N\ OF TALKING, !
7\ BEHAVIOR,
| EXPRESS-

7 THE AUDIENCE unlé@x/zggno
'l nas 1o kNow AT THE CRIMSON |
[\ TERsT GLANCE GODDESS
THAT THEY ARE j 50 THAT

LOOKING AT THE | \SAY// ONTHE WITHYOUR | gven THe

STAGE, MND AND | FLOOR WS
sRnorne | YOU CAN  HEART,  |CREAKING ITS |

GODDESS.

BECOME COMPLAINTS. |

HER. y\_/ f

/ /

—@&R N




AND ON HOW TO
USE IT FOR YOUR
; PORTRAYAL.
\ .
A
%
s
¥
j‘ \
W™
L B 3 ) &
»’A \}‘

\) I'D LIKE TO
> TRY WALKING
\ ALONG THE
‘ RIVER AS THE

CRIMSON
PLEASE,  GODDESS!
TSUKIKAGE-
SENSE/

"\/‘
|

MAYA, You
MUST PONDER
ON WHAT You HOW ELSE
FEL';HYESTERDAY CAN You
IN THE VALLEY ) PORTRA
AS THE CRIMSON pocmMson‘HE
GODUESS, GODDESS?

2 WITHOUT A
DOUBT, THAT

PN 1 THE SLICCESS

ALONE.

N Maya

wasn't
consciously

acting
yesferday?

«“‘ w»

\ That's no’r
\\“ \] n;( | aa
V1 possible! 3K

/

A \\\\&

OF THIS PLAY
RESTS ON THIS
PORTRAYAL

<3

You MUsT
CONVINCE
X | THEM.
o)
&<
;I!_
~ \
- [
E7




I AGREE.

YOU WILL WALK,
AS THE CRIMSON
GOUDESS, TO THAT
TURTLE-SHAPED
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AT
\ (

TRES BIEN!
BRAVA, AYUMI!

o] ( Rather than

' maval rock fo rock, "o e -

. 7
AR X

el Ayuwmi is
[ JUmpIg TYOM 4 orpdiplel So

) she seemed to

¥ lean'tdo

- /= thatil can't
/- dowhat she

L7 justdid

|
/ "“/“» ' i\

i
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(> Mayamay °X
11" understand the -
—  Crimson Goddess, Tl
~ but she can't <Ji}
~, move like her.

p AR

f; — Her physical =
% ability is nowhere

|1 The plum

i tree’s spirit,
== the Crimson

Not like thedoll, =\ | = Goddess...

or deaf and mute W7 & goddess

_ Helen Keller, or \ h

Even if she thewolfgirl. s gy’

understands the i s unlike sl 1)
~—  character’s heart W= any character
2 and wind, she '

she’s played |’ if:'*‘ A

can’t perform it. before!

. Not this time! o |
I\ \ b\ ‘

u‘l
) |
i

R

5! v‘l; ///
AL

/ \
{,’:/,1/ '.49”/ 7L
00 S
//./! :’.'il l‘ ! ’!
gl I

A
FARY
LR



\ \x E‘II}W
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/
= This is Mava‘sf
weak poinf! ~=

— training! -

=

//’{' i gl
g b
I(/\‘/ s

.

il w /
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“lean’t believe
| fell in front

I'mso ™
\embarassed!

l AYUMI
[ 184

' FEARSOME |

| RIVAL..
N

YEAH. WELL,
IT'S REALLY
DIFFICLLT TO ACT
WHILE WALKING ON

MAYA WAS
DIFFERENT
FROM THE WAY
SHE WAS IN
THE VALLEY.

rYeT e
\k? e \ b

PROPER
PHYSICAL
TRAINING AND
AN ABILITY TO
PERFORM ARE
NEEDED.

. /' NO MATTER |
| : ! HOW WELL
\ SHE LINDER-

o “. STANDS THE

CRIMSON
;.a SQ

IT'S OBVIOUS
GODDESS, THAT AYUMI'S
| STILL ONLY

MAYA CAN
/ PERFORM AS

PERFORMANCE |
15 BETTER THAN |

AYUMI HAS
PROFESSIONAL DANCE
TRAINING! IN CLASSICAL
BALLET, MODERN JAZZ,
AND TRADITIONAL
JAPANESE DANCING...




Ayumi or Maya?

Who is befter
suited to be the

Even
though Maya
understands
the heart of
the Crimson

Goddess, her ¢~ ¢

performance
is still
lacking...

;MFWW\““

i Y

—

] i l

|Chigusa-san, °

| is this what ‘

tl

« [ you meant
;| when you
/ said Ayuwi is

in the lead?

Ayuwi asked
if we could

both do that

Iwonder  exercise.

Against such
arival, it’s

f%?f\};_.l\‘,,.h... i
: ,\: : ::;-_ 5 ) i “
S o o
WS up in the world of
Wi - showhusiness. She
was specially
trained, since
. she’s so gifted...
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/

NN

Crimson

/f\\\\

“

always
been so




Crimson
Goddess

has to be , '
somewhere! /

| must not
lose hope!

The role that
will make me
famous in my

Becavse \
all | have

\ is acting...
L

' \
\
\

I've always hoped,
always dreamed of
playing this role...

Even though I'm an
ordinary girl, one day
wmaybe | can make
that dream come true...

I'll never

give the

Crimson
Goddess to

prove I'm
‘x«/,a greater
-actress than




believe in

Solecan ~

W7
\:\‘: / ///‘/;
N /
= That'swhyl
= have to defeat

her and win the
Crimson Goddess!

But now
that I've met
Maya, This is
what I've
worked so

hard for! *

I've learned

that hard
work is not
true genius...

Since | was
a child, people
- called me a
prodlgy but no
one knew my
true abilities...

| shall bring |
- my Crimson




| won’t be
defeated by

| won’t be
defeated by




THEY STIR
AND STIR,

ONE AGAINST ) oo
THE OTHER, AND = \
THEIR CONFLICT V7 \{
DESTROYS
EVERYTHING...

WHAT IS
THE CRIMSON
GODDESS
FEELING?!

/4 TOWARDS | SAUNESS

T AND ‘
% WO\ aere [l [|MINIE (77
1 £\ ‘ /" THEIR DANCE \*\._
; ‘ IS EVER MORE
e | TerRIPYING. |
| THE SPIRITS OF ] (
o5 THE GODS ARE
Al L \ AGITATED.
TV o
) \V L“rj y
£ + X
e From |\

= THETWO [
| wHiRLpooLs,

1S THAT THE

EXTENT OF YOUR

ANGER?! YOUR
THE CRIMSON (|
GODDESS?! )

TowARDS /) /‘\ O\\| "THe FLame
[\ FWAR |
SADNESS AS | FooLisH B s
| HUMANS! i B

s \ i) il S/ y

752 (AT~ ‘I'!Iulfl,"'w‘ e % S g

0 l]!'}"l.',"’ig | {[‘I)‘(I:'\l 'l;. J

g ‘ (A I

FAl( |."'.';|\[{'nl.1;fp'uf il ‘
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ON!
ONCE

| “ 4 {,.. ‘ 2 2 @ Mo”!

- HX \\\;\‘ 1}/_//\,(//// 2

‘\\\\&\m\(\\ o




\ /e 8
R y
K+ //-’7 7
i\ / [/ /.
N | e DESTRUCTION!
W\ |
h | BECALISE ! W)
g PLUM TREE! | P72 hie e
N\ ‘ ‘ | Govoess
N\ / UNDERSTAND
Mg __\THE WAR OF
\ ! | HUMANS?
N \
’. ‘\\,
P |
Y
)
AND THAT
Y\ I8 You BEING
4 A PLUM
TREE?! [

& 4
e e e

V |

/

AGAIN! /

WHY DO k‘l

BLOOD AND
WREAK

THEY SPILL |

/

/




)~

) R
NOT HEAR
7 THE VOICE

HOW CAN THeY
NOT LNDERSTAND
THAT BY ALLOWING

EVIL TO TAINT
THEIR THOUGHTS,
THEY SEAL THEIR

OWN FATE?

f
{

4 WHY CAN THEY WHY CAN THEY .\,
NOT SEe? NOT see? vy
THEY BRING /
NAUGHT BUT THEY BRING A\ 7/ /
EVIL INTO NAUGHT BUT e &
THE WORLD. EVIL INTO Yy
THE WORLD. - ///

|

NOT LNDERSTAND 4755 §

THAT BY ALLOWING =/ oy

EViL TO TANT
\ ] THEIR THOUGHTS,
\ /4\ THEY SEAL THEIR

WHAT /S
THE CRIMSON

GODPESS
FEELING?!




WY

\‘/

e\

BECAUSE THE
STUPID HUMANS \
DON'T KNOW THEY \
ARE ANGERING

SHE IS THE

SACRED SPIRIT SUE HAS

OF THE PLUM FEELINGS

TREE! OF OVER-

THE GODDESS WHELMING

THAT LIVES IN FRUSTRA- FECCON
THE ANCIENT (€ TION! e
PLUM TREE! AN




2 M e
INTERPRET THE

L EMENTE OF

e
wnar | NATURE

MEAN TO THE
el
GODDESS?!

T
IMOTS er WIND, FIRE,
WAt A
HEART THAT  ARTH ARE
ES ety
THEM!  T4g CRIMSON

%/////// /

WIND, FIRE, ([~
WATER, AND

=)

THEY § |



M= /|

e
1 N

! ) GODDESS
A | ook Lkez @

l YOU HAVE
TO BE ABLE
TO EXPRESS

N\ IT, GIRLS!

)




Chapter 214

~ How /
DOES THE WELL?

CRIMSON
GODDESS
LOoK, | WHY ARE YOU
HESITATING?
AYUMI?

ST

>\ \n

e
(1

e TOMORROW,
? ,,, YOU'LL SHOW
' | ME WHAT THE
CRIMSON GODDESS

’ \ LOOKS LIKE. |

f
{ AND YOU'LL
/ LET ME

HEAR HER
HEART.

Vil Wit



BT UMY AT Y

THE APPEARANCE | S :
AND THE HEART

% OF THE CRIMSON (\

= | ocovoess?! |

(S . wlin » Lo 3

s i e o733

BRI
ot > ‘ \

You'LL
BRING OUT
THE VOICE

g /‘Z\/// ,'l',:
N \Z/;/ ‘.

OF THE .
CRIMSON iz -
~Q Govoess !
2\ HERE. |5
o\ g




RECITE
7 THE LINES
FROM 7HE




WHEN YOU |
EXPRESS YOLR |
I

FEELINGS...

HEAR THE
VOICE OF THE
GODDESS IN W\ 3 A s
THIS VALLEY. . : ) g

SHOUT YOUR LINES THIS VALLEY

LIKE THEY REALLY ARE ECHOES WITH

4 THE WORDS OF THE THE SOUND OF
!\ CRIMSON GODDESS. THE CRIMSON

DON'T HOLD BACK... GODDESS'S

‘\‘ z\_f“'*ﬁ:

ﬁ; ’\\ },
%

| 7werwor || THE VOICE

SEe?THEY ||/ NO THAT'S  OF THE
BRING NAUGHT|| JUSTMY  CRIMSON
\ BUT EVIL INTO ||| VOICE!  GODDESS?

THE WORLD. ||

HOW CAN THEY
|~ wor uncer-
STAND THAT BY |

ALLOWING EVIL. |
"W| 7O TAINT THEIR | -
| rHouGHTS, THEY
| seaLTHEIR |/
OWN FATE?

NOT THE |
VOICE OF A
GODDESS....

(T
U/




| OF THE
(| HEART

| NATURE IN

“THE counp | 2

/|| uar sers || (1

.‘/ THE HEART

N\ | WHO RULES

OF THE

CRIMSON
GODDESS

NSy

BUT WHEN  AND THE

CLIFFS, THEY
ECHO ALL

/ I EXPRESS

TMEY WIT TUE VOICE CAN'T ¥4 @\
PACES OF THE BE SEEN... |

EVEN THOUGH
YOU CAN'T SEE IT,
THE SOUND OF
THE CRIMSON
GODDESS'S HEART
IS EVERYWHERE
IN NATURE....

:‘j NO, MY VOICE IS
~—— | NOTRIGHT... IT'S

\ or A aomoece,.
_ -

ITS JUSTA |

THE CADENCE,
PITCH SHOULD )
..BUT BE DIFFERENT...




f

LET'S

o CONTINUE
3 Il ELse-
' WHERE!

JBeaumruL) [




WHAT DID
YOU SEE?

THE FACE

STRANGE!
IF YOU DIDN'T THE LAKE
SEE HER, THAT SHOULD HAVE
MEANS SHE IS SHOWN You
NOT HERE! THE CRIMSON
GODDESS!

' UNTIL YOU SEE
THE GODDESS.

MYSELF... f i




‘ 'I:T" “ ll| [ \/ {/

\ it “‘l A \‘t\\\'.\ll | y‘j/’:“,’} L 2 ;;:;: /.G ‘I[/’

\\\f\\“;l 11',4\ ¢ || Whatdol 4° | /0N I\

NN @A\ | have to do I 'The face '
S Incredible! N[ to make it \ ook bk

N 3 _ /' looking back |
== . reflect the ||Crimson/ | / ‘ { at wme from

image of the| [ Goddess! | ) Il the surface of

Ayomi  the water is..

;| Himekawa.

alivél

SEERINID S
-:‘:b % §\\\\\\‘\\\\&A‘//%///l g
;f ¥\ Butalso 7~

i ¥ 1 the birds,

A

Y butterflies, -

| can clearly
— see the blue sky,
= the sun, the frees,

._/14

look and
expression -
aren’t

RlinkK <N

: ”f‘ v e In this huge 38 ‘t‘nose ofa
i N || wirvor, | can't R goddess...
x || pretend fobe P

| someone else... (7 A




it's all
wavering...
The wmountain
scenery...

N

XXV 1//
f/




I'm so0 close to\ : %

-u\gdersfandinq i - : reﬂech_o cy

\/ Nsomething....| WAV
\ oething..if H became /

\ } VA 0
\ M || ripples on

WE HAVE
NOTHING
ELSE TO

s(LsT's GO, |y
| GENZO. |




N WU “even it 77

/\Q\\\ | change 72 Z w
N ‘
=~ positions, -

—j\l mstill  that doesn’t=

—just Ayumi yake we 'rhe\%
Hlmekawa cnmson\\§ :

\\ s / ~
// \ 3 : i
&E ;l; |ll\\\\\\\ '!/" I lh‘ \ \))ﬂ IS diiss

expression —=
does she ;‘

How would  have?




. Theappearance -~
_ of the flowers.. (7 <
. | -;21 i




of the
waterfall... \
/ - The chirping™
7 of the birds, the
7/ croaking of the // /)
{f '.\; frogs, the buzzing ( K [
o 0f the inseets.. 7




' | making the air
tremble...

| murwors of
= the flowing
water... 000




nature is in

the voice of kg

the appearance =
and heart of my ==

HEY, BRO, DID
YOU HEAR THAT
SCARY VOICE?

HEARING
THINGS.

-

| calls $08 |
: i




Just
AN
| ECHO...
! BUT
| IDIDN'T WHATA
THINK IT  SOUND!

| COULD BE
HUMAN.




,,,,,, o ~ " The scene

/ ==

b v, = IRY =

ST e Wavers. ol « ‘ @ﬂ _
” M‘;,l";wmﬂ) TS :‘M;»The wodd ;'_,,) \ \k\ [/ 5 ) = ;

s
e s
R :

e wavers.. | O3

: =

lthecomesT

—ripples on the -
— ce.'.‘ o
\\ sur“fa

The heart of ; kg
the Crimson \" ™

| think I'm close
to something...
| can feel it...

The wirror of the |
Crimson Goddess,
reflecting the
whole world...
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i
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- natureinto =
motion!

AN




can make N

ripples on the \\\\‘\;\_1
water’s \:\*z‘ﬂx\“*“*""‘*—




The words of
the Crimson

The water F
moves... The\:;;




LOOK AT You!

WHAT DO YOou

THINK YOU'RE
DOING, LEANING
FORWARD LIKE

FISH WILL
GET AWAY!

XF-
VAN T TS
oD I "

IDI0T! YOU
DON'T HAVE
TO RAISE THE

B )
it

YOU FINISH
THAT, GO

IF YOU CAN'T
CHOP WOOD,
HOW CAN YOU




ATE
PLANTS

FISH
CAUGHT |\ Te

/) INTHE
i\ RveR:, FIELDS..

INTERTWINED |
WITH NATURE. | .

IN THE PAST,
PEOPLE USED
TO LIVE IN
HARMONY
WITH NATURE.

THEIR FIRES
WITH WOOD
GATHERED
FROM THE
MOUNTAINS,
DRANK WATER |
FROM THE

RIVER...
" IF THERE WAS
A DROUGHT,
THEY PRAYED TO
D N f
e, } _ WHEN THE “ng LigaveNs
. 4 RIVER FLOODED,  FOR RAN.
5| TMEY FEARED
... THE ANGER OF
RYUJIN. s
[ KT A
// Y
[
| ot a THIS IS WHY
you GET
\ mMaT?  ISSHIN couLp THEY SAW
\ MEET THE PLUM THE GODS OF
\. TREE'S SPIRIT. NATURE. ..




gy




V) TLL HAVE A
LR | BATH LATER,
- THANK YOLL..






THEY ARE
4./, GRADUALLY
& GETTING
4 CLOSER...

| )\

...TO THEIR
CRIMSON
GODDESS.




/

chat ‘hgru y/'/

THANK You, |
EVERYONE.

WE DON'T
KNOW HOW
USEFUL WE'LL
BE, BUT WE'LL
DO OUR BEST.

EJ, GREAT! SOON

THE BRIDGE WILL
BE FIXED, RIGHT,

TSUKIKAGE-
SENSEI?

HONORED TO
BE ABLE TO
HELP YOU
TOMORROW
WITH THE
STAGING OF
THE CRIMSON

GODPESS.

\ /
{ »
k(-—»"} ol

COME ON!
PULL THAT




- %
appearance -
ofthe ~
Crimson °

TO BE ABLE 7,

TO SEE | &1
TSUKIKAGE | +,
CHIGUSA |4,

\
et |
L

b \ﬁ Ayt
\\‘ R =
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M

/
4 %///

How can |
express those
/// things?!

Wty

4
\

W

TWO EDDIES
/,| OPPOSING
" | EACH OTHER.

THEY STIR
| AND STR,

Tuerpance ||/ UKE  wHITE £
IS EVER MORE | |!] ", TWO  WHIRL- 1) .
TERRIFYING. SPINNING PoOL, |

!]| ToPs THaT

01| uPON THE. it I ‘:j;f:’.’.
rll




The sound

of the voice

that can
set the

world into (71
wotion? "X

4 NOT HeAr
| THE CRY OF -

NN\ R
N/

Do THeY

' THE EARTH? \

A

Do THey
NOT HEAR F
THE VOICE
OF THE
HEAVENS?

How should |
eXpress...

oy o hé%lmihean /
i, | Cawer... .

\/l)!/p//;‘[

THE SPIRITS
| OF THE 6ODS !
ARE AGITATED.
. FROM THE
TWO WHIRL-

P

' i =T
/) Q,// Wi 774 )

7 <IN

=2



mountain’s

The

peak?

I Now\tha’rl’rhink
about it, could the

)

" d the Orimson\GQddess
OW Wa i R fly in the'sky?
mountains look 41 think s0; L ky
from the sky? being a G‘qddess
and all
Should 1 fry
climbing up
ql o there? Looking down
e attheearth
4 from so high up? >

A\

Yy

-
,»/l

ool
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IT'S RAINING,
SO

CAN'T EVEN
REHEARSE!

stame

WHAT SHE'S
REHEARSING

, | N /) | il
S@l& ey |

| W




_ lwonder if
~\\Mother ever
feh‘ like this i m
NI\ her acﬂnq [
careeﬂ

Has she

ofa rival?

| Pid she ever
feel insecure
about herself?

ever doubted \(5
herself and \o”
been jealous

i\ w==

_;' How I wish . y ¥
youwereat
__my side right -

l— : N \‘\\ \ .v‘ : \»" 4 % :

i
1
A
|

With Maya as wmy
rival... For the first
time, | feel things
like self-doubt!
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SO

N

FINALLY

I CAN GO

BACK TO
REHEARSING
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i THIS...
| HEAVEN
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| BARTH?
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J ‘ / 4y
She sefs it A== /"\/The world
info wmoton... *, wavers...

The sound of

The heart of the
Crimson Goddess echoes
in every nook and

cranny of nature...

" wh

BBy TR e~ 4
~Spreading in waves..
&




THEY $PILL
BLOD AND [)

s )

THE SONG OF
THE GOPS WHO
TEND TO LIFE'S
PEARLS, BINDING
TOGETHER

i PR -~ - v;'\ """1"“'!!}4- 4 3
) N & R
R @21,{4 : “';“W%Eg):; B, o
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Yl 1, e il
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The scenery
around her
is different

than beFore.

oFf the two

3 radinbows, one

in the sky
and one in
the water,
captures

| Ayumi's heart.
S

5 %
il

g B RS
s
(TN
O

s

s

The Fallen
raindrops make
the Porest shine

brightly.
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\ Yes.. The Crimson
N\ Goddess seems o
Unimportant..
Nl am the
pla{jf&..v | don’t care about
FAN defeating Maya

anywore...

It’s wonderful, |,
fo be able fo(;
lose myself like'{ - L
this in nature’s A
splendor... |18
Ah..How (| The pure airy,
blissful it || is refreshing >
would be fo || we from the ,
feel like this || inside out... What a sense y
always... = of franqui[it\(;it-\\

N i ’yﬁ
J_;. V \ \\\

% \I feel soa’r

\\\‘

\.'! /7 lamthe rainbow

i ('\\







I've found her!
My Crimson
Goddess!
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/ ‘

DON'T
WORRY
Agout

IT.

WELL,
SEE YoOU
AROUND.

A
e

i ‘

N

W - < g\
S NEd -

Iz
¢

TABE, YOU'RE

SWANG 1T & ¥

) e
i HEY! ' =\

b A

THANK

IT MUsT

|| HAVE BEEN

TOUGH

WHAT'LL
WE DO IF IT

Oy |

YOU ALL FOR
EVERYTHING.

THE BRIDGE IS \

REPAIRED!

17

a7
PO
o

4

: 3
» Yo
1| ,?; i

EVERYTHING
TO THE
VALLEY OF

SHALL WE
ALSO GO,




~ TSUKIKAGE-|.
) sENSEI! P
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Y/

I THOUGHT
ITEDIT
PRETTY |

SECURELY... /

- _:’\ AROLIND HER

0 I’( &
1 oont [

HEAR ANY |\
BELLS...

/" WHEN SHE

.. CROSSED THE
ANKLES... = BRIDGE...

M
< ey

SHE HAD
THEM TIED







w2 \ SR
LADIES AND ) . < WHAT AN
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