
More families built new homes in April, 
compared to last year. These new home 

permits are valued at $44.9 million.

COVID-19
Greater Omaha is continuing to see the effects of the coronavirus on the 
economy. The numbers in the sections below refer to the three-month 
averages, however there were some numbers worth noting specific to 
the month of April. The unemployment rate rose to 9.9%, which is above 
Nebraska’s (8.6%) but below the U.S. (14.4%). Greater Omaha has seen a 
decrease of approximately 45,400 net jobs compared to March 2020. The 
industries that saw the largest decrease in jobs were Leisure and Hospitality 
(-18,200 jobs) and Trade, Transportation, and Utilities (-7,900 jobs). Due to 
travel restrictions, Eppley had only 8,700 passenger enplanements in April 
2020, a 91.7% drop from March 2020. 

E c o n o m i c  I n d i c a to r s

3-MONTH AVERAGE
April 2020: 5.8%
April 2019: 3.3%

3-MONTH AVERAGE
April 2020: $99.7 mm

April 2019: $115.1 mm  

3-MONTH AVERAGE
April 2020: 221
April 2019: 179

3-MONTH AVERAGE
April 2020: 491,887
April 2019: 494,702

3-MONTH AVERAGE
April 2020: $29.39
April 2019: $27.85
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3-MONTH AVERAGE
April 2020: 99,542

April 2019: 198,892

Includes new construction, finishes and remodels.

As we continue to monitor the effects 
of the coronavirus on the Omaha 
metro, we are tracking the initial 
unemployment insurance claims as a 
leading indicator. Initial unemployment 
claims in the Omaha CSA peaked 
on the week ending on April 4, with 
14,500 claims. The most recent week, 
ending on May 30, saw almost 2,400 
initial unemployment claims.

UNEMPLOYMENT (OMAHA CSA)

COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

SINGLE FAMILY CONSTRUCTION PERMITS (CSA)

EMPLOYMENT GROWTH (OMAHA CSA)
 

PRIVATE HOURLY WAGES (OMAHA MSA)

AIRLINE PASSENGERS (OMAHA ENPLANEMENTS)

 +2.5%  

+5.5%

-0.6%

+23.7% 
-50.0%

HIGHLIGHTS

GREATER OMAHA 202004ECONOMIC INDICATORS

Greater Omaha had a net decrease 
of 2,800 employed workers 

compared to the same time period 
in 2019.

Airline passenger 
enplanements were lower 

than in April 2019.   

There was a large increase in commercial 
construction permits earlier this year. 

However, April 2020 saw less commercial 
construction compared to April 2019.

Average private hourly wages rose about 
$1.54 since last year.

-13.4%

Sources: Nebraska Department of Labor, UI Reports 
Program; Iowa Workforce Development, LMI Division, UI 
Stats Program
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