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legendary team

LISES F1
DREAM WITH WILLIAMS

ByJackBenyon

Aftersigningfor the
WilliamsFormula1 team,
GeorgeRussell ishoping
to establish himself as 
the Grove outfit’s team 
leader in 2019, in a bid 
to turn the struggling 
squad’s fortunes around. 

Russell – who is leading the 

Formula 2 championship 

by 37 points with one round 

remaining – is the first Brit 

sinceJensonButtonin2000 

tomakehisseriesdebut 

withtheoutfit.

“Ithinkthisyearisaperfect 

opportunityformetojoin 

Williams and to get into 

Formula 1,” said Russell. 

“Off  the back of  a tough 

season [for Williams] this 

gives me the chance to go 

in and be a team leader and 

push this forward to develop 

things in the right direction.”

Full story p2-3
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New signing wants to drive British team

ByJackBenyon

AfterbecomingthefirstBriton
sinceJensonButtontomake
hisFormula1debutwith
theWilliamsteam,George
Russellwants toestablish
himselfasa teamleader
inabid to turn thesquad’s
fortunesaround.

Russell, fromKing’sLynnin

Norfolk,isleadingby37points

intheFormula2championship

thisyearwiththeARTGrand

Prixteam.However,heisthe

lastof thetopthreeintheseries

tosecureaseatfornextyear
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L-r: Hamilton, Bottas, Russell

behind McLaren F1-bound Lando 

Norris and Formula E DAMS 

convert Alexander Albon. 

Mercedes junior driver Russell’s 

journey to an F1 seat has been 

complicated by a volatile driver 

market this year, as he has had the 

uncertainty of  deputising Esteban 

Ocon, who is a Mercedes junior 

already in F1 with Force India and 

theoretically higher up on the list 

for F1 teams, but Russell has 

scored a seat ahead of  him.  

The 20-year-old is the first driver 

to be confirmed at Williams next 

year, and wants to make his mark 

on the Grove squad immediately. 

“I’m extremely motivated, 

I think this year is a perfect 

opportunity for me to join 

Williams and to get into Formula 

1,” said Russell. “Off  the back of  

a tough season [for Williams in 

F1] this gives me the opportunity 

to go in and be a team leader and 

push this forward to develop the 

team in the right direction. 

“Formula 1 is such a complex 

sport and you can’t just be fast. 

Hopefully this opportunity will 

show that not only I’m quick but 

I can develop this team and push 

everyone in the right direction.”

Russell began testing Formula 1 

cars in 2017 with Force India, and 

has driven both the Force India 

and Mercedes cars in different 

tests this year. 

As part of  a step-up in his role 

with Mercedes – which began in 

2016 while he was competing in 

European Formula 3 with Hitech – 

he has been included in all team 

briefings on F1 grand prix 

weekends. Russell says he is 

hoping to match the dedication 

he has witnessed from Lewis 

Hamilton – someone he believes 

is potentially misunderstood – 

next year in a bid to establish 

himself  in F1. 

“The reason Mercedes are 

where they are is not only they 

have an incredible driver in 
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ART Grand Prix driver in F2, Russell has excelled all year
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In signing for Williams,

Russell (r) joins Norris (l)
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AIMS TO TURN
FORTUNES AROUND

Hamilton and Bottas as well, 

they have two drivers really 

pushing the team forward in the 

right direction,” added the 2014 

McLaren Autosport BRDC winner. 

“Without that they wouldn’t 

have the car they do today.

“Away from the F2 races I’m 

going to all of  the grands prix 

and I’m in all of  the debriefs, I 

get to see how they deal with the 

engineers, their feedback and 

the things they focus on. Lewis is 

portrayed to be this guy who is 

not overly committed to Formula 

1, he’s off  doing his other activities 

and Formula 1 is almost seen 

as secondary to his music and 

fashion by some people. 

“This is totally not the case. 

“He is 100 per cent committed, 

he works extremely hard with 

his engineers and pushes them a 

huge amount and motivates them.

“You can’t just rely on natural 

talent, and even a guy of  his level 

is working to make this happen 

and that’s what I have to do.”

Russell began car racing in 

2014 with Lanan in BRDC F4, 

which he won, before two seasons 

in European F3 during which he 

picked up Mercedes’ backing. 

That was key to his future 

progress as Russell has been a 

driver who has required help 

with his budget to go racing. 

Russell graduated to F2 this 

year after winning the GP3 

Series title in 2017. 

When asked if  he thought his 

story could inspire drivers who 

need help with budget to progress, 

he said: “I think so. I got my role at 

Mercedes with huge help from 

Gwen Lagrue who used to look 

after Gravity Management. He 

looked after a number of  drivers 

like Esteban Ocon. He was a big fan 

of  mine from karting and he ended 

up at Mercedes and he was the one 

who really pushed at Mercedes 

to get me on their young driver 

programme. I hope it goes to show 

– the results in kartingandcars

were good – but it stillcamefrom

karting, that initial impression

on Gwen, it doesn’t matteratwhat

point of  your career, if you’re

performing you willbelookedat

and the opportunitycancome.

I’d say believe in yourself,keep

pushing at karting andif

you’re doing the jobyouwill

be recognised.”

Russell has workedhardto

achieve his F1 seat thisyear,

asking for a meetinghimself

with Williams ratherthanbeing

sought out. 

“The first time I metToto

[Wolff, Mercedes teamboss]was

off  the back of  an emailIsentto

him with my CV attachedandthe

next thing I knew I wassatinhis

office,” he added. “Again,the

meeting with Williams,Ipushed

hard for that for myself. Ididn’t

want to just sit thereandletthings

happen for me, I hadtogooutthere

and make it happenformyself.”

Russell: record 

Budapest time 

2018 Leading
Formula 2 with one
round remaining, six
wins and 10 podiums.
F1 test debut with
Mercedes, unofficial
lap record holder
at Hungaroring
2017 GP3 champion
with ART Grand Prix,
four wins and seven
podiums, F1 test
debut with Force India
2016 Third in
European F3 with
Hitech, two wins and
10 podiums, signs
with Mercedes as one
of its young drivers
2015 Sixth in debut
season of European
Formula 3 with
Carlin, one win and
three podiums
2014 First season
of car racing, wins
BRDC F4 with Lanan,
five wins and 11
podiums. McLaren
Autosport BRDC
Award winner

GEORGE RUSSELL CV

Lanan BRDC F4 champ in 2014 Race winner in 2016 F3 season

GP3titlewinner in2017withART Six wins in Formula 2 in 2018



RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP

FIA tries to clarify
The FIA has told the Formula 1 field 
that if drivers make two separate 
defensive moves in the same 
direction in the future they risk 
being penalised. In the wake of 
Sebastian Vettel’s double block 
of Lewis Hamilton as they battled 
for position in the Russian Grand 
Prix, the incident was brought up 
in the drivers’ briefing in Japan 
earlier this month. Race director 
Charlie Whiting said: “What I did 
clarify to them is that if a driver 
does two moves in the same 
direction, that is the same as doing 
one in either direction. So if Seb 
had gone once, looked and then 
gone again, very clearly, I think 
that would be equally bad as 
making a move in either direction.”

F1 ‘upside down’ 
Mercedes boss Toto Wolff reckons 
changes to aerodynamic rules for 
2019 could mix up F1’s competitive 
order and allow a team to gain an early 
advantage. The new front wing 
regulations, which make the devices 
200mm wider and 25mm deeper and 
feature more simplistic designs, are 
intended to aid overtaking. “That [rule 
change] will change everything upside 
down,” said Wolff. “Somebody might 
find a loophole or an innovation or 
understand how these cars work earlier 
than others. There’s a big variable in 
those regulations next year, and we 
could even have teams being right up 
there that are not on the radar today.”

‘Super weekends’
Lewis Hamilton says F1 should 
consider a ‘super weekend’ shake-
up of formats during the year to 
stop it becoming too predictable. 
While F1’s current focus has been 
on changes to qualifying to mix 
up the grid, the championship 
leader believes more radical 
ideas should be considered. “I 
think one of the biggest changes 
that needs to be made is that at 
the moment it is the same four 
days, every weekend, for 21 
weekends every single year pretty 
much,” he said. “I think it needs to 
be dynamic. It needs to be different 
for certain circuits so you have a 
‘super weekend’. There are some 
tracks where the race is so boring.” 

Hakkinen’s plans 
Double F1 champion Mika Hakkinen 
says he would want to be able to “kick 
some butt” if he returned to racing, 
having thought “quite a lot” about the 
prospect. Hakkinen left F1 after the 
2001 season on a sabbatical that 
turned into his retirement from grand 
prix racing, but said earlier this year that 
the Goodwood Revival could facilitate 
a comeback via historic racing. Hakkinen 
said: “I think it could be quite possible, 
quite easily, because I have the muscles 
for driving – I’ve done driving for so many 
years. But if you go out there you want to 
win, you don’t want to finish second or 
third. You want to win and kick some butt.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

CONTROVERSIAL NEW FEMALE-
ONLY F3 SERIES LAUNCHED

Coulthard defends W Series
amid driver criticism

Photos: LAT, Jakob Ebrey

By Jonathan Noble

David Coulthard has defended a 
controversial new female-only race 
series, saying motorsport needs a 
“fundamental” change if more 
women are to reach to the top.

Coulthard is one of  the backers of  

the new all-female W Series that will 

launch next year, which will offer 

the world’s leading female talent 

the chance to race in Formula 3-spec 

cars for a $1.5 million prize fund.

Those hoping to compete will not 

have to bring sponsorship, but will 

have to prove their ability through 

a selection process to ensure the grid 

is full of  the best drivers possible.

Judges will include Coulthard, 

former F1 team manager Dave Ryan 

and Red Bull designer Adrian Newey, 

who is an advisory board member.

The category will be administered by 

the British Racing and Sports Car Club 

and will form part of  the DTM’s support 

package, meaning it will visit the UK 

when the German tin-top category 

races at Brands Hatch in August.

F1hasnothadafemalecontesta

race since Lella Lombardi in 1976, 

and Coulthard suggested a different 

approach like an all-female category 

is required to change the situation.

“To quote former McLaren boss 

Martin Whitmarsh, if  you want a 

fundamental change in the outcome 

then you need a fundamental change 

in the process,” Coulthard said.

“W Series is a fundamental change 

in what has clearly not worked as an 

opportunity to bring through female 

talent to the highest level you can.

“What we will establish with W, is 

we will find out who the best woman is 

over the course of  this championship. 

It undoubtedly will give her a higher 

level of  profile and recognition.”

While Coulthard is aware the idea 

of  a female-only championship is not 

supported by everyone, he believes that 

without the kind of  change W Series 

will bring, the situation for women 

trying to progress will not improve. 

“There will be those that are negative, 

but show me what anyone else is doing 

to try to create positive change and try 

to create positive opportunity?” he said.

“This is a change in the process and it 

will create opportunity. It is a more 

structured approach to their 

development –  and an inspiration 

for girls growing up seeing someone 

winning and thinking ‘I want to do that’.”

But numerous female drivers have 

suggested W Series is being pitched at 

too high a level to attract more women 

into motorsport.

“At a grassroots level, something like 

this would be fantastic as a way to help 

get more women into the sport,” said 

IndyCar racer Pippa Mann. “However 

at the level this series wants to interject 

itself, and given the type of  cars, and 

amount of  money they wish to spend, 

this should be spent helping further 

the careers of  female racers, creating 

a scholarship, academy, or Racing 

Steps-type programme to help support 

some of the brightest female talents. 

“I am deeply saddened that those with 

the money to help solve the funding issue 

for so many female racers are instead 

using it to force racing into segregation. 

“Funding is a big part of  the puzzle 

that’s incredibly tough so solve, and 

that’s why it so sad to see money that 

could be used to make a real difference, 

being spent in suchanirresponsible,

patronising, and demeaning manner.”

Former British GT racer Abbie Eaton 

agreed: “I’m not in favour of  doing it 

myself. I think anything that supports 

women in motorsport is a good thing 

but I just feel we’ve backtracked a load 

by segregating men and women and 

creating this series. My opinion is that 

if  you’re worried about entering 

motorsport because you’re worried 

about racing against the boys, you are 

not going to be quicker.”

However BRDC British Formula 3 

race winner Jamie Chadwick is in 

favour of  the scheme.

“The way I see it is as a positive and 

they’re trying to do something and 

make a step forward,” she said. “I 

think a lot of  people are missing the 

point a little bit. I think the point isn’t 

to segregate us and for it to be a long-

term thing where men and women 

race separately. It is for us to continue 

to race together, but it’s helping the 

level increase and more and more 

people to get involved.”

Additional reporting by Tom Errington 

and Stefan Mackley

TheWSerieshascertainlycreated

plenty of debate so MN asked 

readers to reply on Facebook about 

what they think of the new initiative. 

Here is a selection of the responses

Gary Duckman: “Thought it was 
2018? No place for gender specifics, 
women and men are equally capable 
(or incapable) of racing. The main 
limit is cold hard cash.”

Brian Lammey: “Seems a huge 

backward step for those constantly 
calling for gender equality, 
motorsport wasn’t segregated but 
to promote women racing it now is. 
But to reach that level you’d expect 
girls and women will need to work 
through karting in mixed groups and 
beyond it – probably F2 – in mixed 
groups if they want to make F1. It 
makes no sense only having one 
step of the ladder for women only.”

James Tipping: “Rubbish idea. 

Better to have a female only equivalent 
of McLaren Autosport BRDC young 
driver prize and MSA Academy.”

Scott Stringfellow: “Nice idea 
on paper, but highly patronising to 
women in practice. Formula Woman 
many years ago didn’t last long! 
Can’t help thinking this is going to 
go the same way.”

Nicki Hickman: “I think the motive 
is well meaning however, this is one 

of the few sports where men and 
women can compete on equal 
footing. Honestly, this feels like a 
step backwards. I would have 
preferred to see a scholarship 
programme supporting/encouraging 
females into motorsport at all levels 
and helping drivers who are already 
out there to become great advocates.”

Terry Wright: “If it gets more 
females in to motorsport then I’m all 
for it but I do think it’s better if they 

race the guys. This series should 
help them get the funding needed 
to compete. The results will then 
speak for themselves.”

Robin Rance: “Why just focus 
on drivers? Bet team principals, 
managers, engineers, data analysts, 
designers are all going to be men. I 
would be really proud if my daughter 
followed me and got into motorsport, 
but I’d want her to do it on the merit of 
being the best. Not the best female.”

New series will 

have F3-spec cars

4  OCTOBER 17  2018  motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

FACEBOOK REACTION

Eaton is critical

Mann scathing

Chadwick open

DC is supporter



MickSchumachersealedtheFormula

3EuropeanChampionshiptitleon

homesoilatHockenheimwitha

racetosparelastweekend.

The19-year-old,sonof seven-time

Formula1championMichael,has

dominatedsincethehalfwaypointof

theseason–takingeightwinsfrom

thelast16races.

OnSaturdaythePremaPowerteam

driversecuredthetitleafterfinishing

behindMotopark’sJuriVipsin the

secondrace.

“It’shardtodescribeinwords,”

saidSchumacher.

“IfeelreallygratefulforwhatI’m

abletoliveinthismoment,tolive

thisdream.

“Wedowhatwelove,sotoalso

performwellinit isthebestfeeling

youcanget.”

EarlierinthedaySchumacher

collidedwithoutsidetitlecontender

andteam-mateMarcusArmstrongon

theopeninglapinraceoneandhad

topitforanewfrontwing,eventually

salvaging12thwhileGuanYuZhou

won.InSunday’srace,Robert

ShwartzmanwonfromSchumacher.

FormerF1driverandDTMchief

GerhardBergerbelievesSchumacher

canemulatehisfatherandreach

thepinnacleof thesport.

“Mickdoesn’tonlylooklikehis

father,doesn’tonlyhavethesame

postureandthesamewalk,heeven

hashisfather’sforearmsasInoticed

yesterday,”hesaid.

“Butthedecisivethingis:particularly

inthepastweeks,hehasproventhathe

hashisfather’sracingdrivergenes.

“Whenheisabletokeepondelivering

thisperformance,hiscareerpath

willbringhimintoFormula1.”

BritDanTicktumsecuredsecond

inthechampionship,finishing57

pointsadriftof Schumacher.

TheRedBullJuniordrivertookfour

winsthisseasonandisstilleyeingupa

potentialdrivewithToroRossoinF1

nextseasondespitelackingenough

superlicencepoints (seeright).

Shwartzmansecuredthirdin

thestandingsandVipsfourth,but

thelatteraccusedRalf Aronof

deliberatelytakinghimoutafter

thepaircollidedinthethirdrace.

Vipsclaimedsomeonetoldhim

Aronwouldtakehimouttoallow

Shwartzmantosnatchthirdinthe

standings,butAronrefutedthe

claims.Hewasgivena 20-second

timepenaltyforthecollision.

AFTER EMPHATIC END TO THE SEASON

Photos: LAT, DTM

Toyota dominates on home soil and claims Fuji 1-2

Vandoorne out of F1,
joins HWA in Formula E

Ticktum still targeting
2019 Toro Rosso spot

McLarenFormula1driverStoffel

VandoornewillswitchtoFormula

EnextseasonwiththeMercedes-

affiliatedHWAsquad.

TheBelgianwasduetotake

partinFE’s2018/19pre-season

testing,whichgotunderway

atValenciaonTuesday.

Hewill joindoubleDTM

championGaryPaffett intheline-

upforHWA’sfirstFEcampaign.

“IamhonouredthatHWAhave

signedmefortheirFormulaE

programme,”saidVandoorne,

whoisbeingreplacedat

McLarenbyreservedriver

LandoNorrisfor2019.

“HWAaresuchagreatteam

withalongandsuccessful

historyinmotorsport.Allthe

peopleI’vemetsofararereally

passionateaboutracing.

“Also,it’sgreattowork

alongsidesuchanexperienced

driverasGaryPaffett. Iampretty

surethatwewillbenefit from

eachotherduringtheseason.

“Althoughweareallnewbiesto

theseries,Ihavenodoubtthatwe

willhaveasteeplearningcurve.”

Bernhasbeenofficially

confirmedasZurich’s

replacementonthe2018/19

FormulaEcalendar,with

approvalfromtheFIA’sWorld

MotorSportCouncil lastweek.

Formula3European

Championshiprunner-up

DanTicktumsaysheisstill

shootingforaToroRosso

Formula1seat in2019.

RedBull juniorTicktum

lost theF3title toMick

Schumacherlastweekend

atHockenheimfollowingthe

German’s late-seasonwinning

spreeandaslumpinhisown

form,butsaysheiswithin

reachof accumulatingenough

F1superlicencepointstorace

atthesport’spinnacle.

Thiscomesnotonlyfrom

hisF3runner-upposition[25

points]andhisvictoryinlast

year’sMacauGrandPrix[five

points],butalsodiscretionary

pointsthatcanbeawardedby

adriver’snationalASN

[NationalSportingAuthority],

inTicktum’scasetheMotor

SportsAssociation.

“I’mstillgoingtofightfor

theF1thing,”Ticktumsaid.

“I’vegot38points [outof

40]nowandtherearemany

opportunitiesIcanuse–

MRFChallenge,Toyota

RacingSeries…

“If there’sawayI’lldoit–

I’mstillpushingforitas

apotentialoption.”

Hecouldonlymanagea

fifth,seventhandfourthat

thefinal-everroundof the

F3Europeanseries.

Aric Almirola secured his
place in the next round of the
NASCAR Cup series playoffs
with victory in overtime at
Talladega, as his Stewart-
Haas Racing team dominated
the event. SHR locked out the

top four positions for the
majority of the 193 laps, but a
late-race caution sent the race
into overtime and long-time
leader and polesitter Kurt Busch
ran out of fuel on the final lap…
Renger van der Zande, Ryan Hunter-

Reay and Jordan Taylor took Petit
Le Mans victory after the sister
Cadillac slowed on the final lap of
the IMSA SportsCar finale. It marks
Cadillac’s first victory at the famous
10-hour Road Atlanta race, and
two members of its #31 crew –

Felipe Nasr and Eric Curran – took
the overall championship despite
finishing down in eighth place…
Supercars has revealed its
2019 calendar, including a new
night race at Barbagallo and
a revamped enduro schedule

that kicks off with the Bathurst
1000… GP3 Series driver Jake
Hughes took a double victory in the
Asian F3 Championship at Ningbo
and leads Dragon HitechGP team-
mate Raoul Hyman by 33 points in
the standings with one round to go.

Toyotasecuredanotherdominant

WorldEnduranceChampionship

victoryatFuji,withKamui

Kobayashi,MikeConwayandJose

MariaLopeztakingtheirfirstwin

of the2018/19superseason.

Afterlosingpoleforexceeding

thepitlanespeedlimitinqualifying,

the#7crewrespondedinemphatic

fashionwithan11-secondwinover

thesister#8TS050HYBRIDof

SebastienBuemi,KazukiNakajima

andFernandoAlonso.

ThetwoToyotaswereonceagain

inaleagueof theirown,withthe

bestof thenon-hybridLMP1s–

the#1RebellionR-13sharedby

AndreLotterer,NeelJaniand

BrunoSenna–endingupfour

lapsdowninthird.

Despitelosingoutonvictoryat

Fuji,Alonso,BuemiandNakajima

extendedtheirpointsleadto13and

Toyotahavealreadybeguntalksto

keepAlonsoinitsline-upbeyond

the2018/19superseason.

Anannouncementisunlikely

untilspring2019attheearliest.

TheLMP2classwasagain

dominatedbyJackieChanDC

Racing,astheall-Malaysian

#37crewof JazemanJaafar,

WeironTanandNabilJeffricame

throughfortheirfirstclasswin

of theseason.

Porschetookanunlikelywinin

theGTEProclass,withKevinEstre

andMichaelChristensenextending

theirpointsadvantage,butonly

aftertheleadingthe#71AFCorse

Ferrariof SamBirdandDavide

Rigonsufferedapunctureinthe

penultimatehour.

Porschemadeitacleansweepof

winsinGTEasProject1claimed

itsfirst-everAmclassWECwin

withJorgBergmeister,Egidio

PerfettiandPatrickLindsey.

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Driver to beat this 

year: Schumacher

Toyota drivers Kobayashi, Conway and Lopez took their first win of the WEC superseason

From F1 to FE for Vandoorne
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Dominant: Eight wins from last 16 races



Aston Martin joins DTM for 2019 in place of Mercedes as Brands Hatch remains

Regional F3 bid goes to ACI as Renault Sport misses out, but will still use new car

The DTM has confirmedthatAston

Martin will replaceMercedesforthe

2019 season, joininginpartnership

with R-MotorsportandHWA.

R-Motorsport hasanexisting

relationship withAstonthrough

its sportscar programme, with 

the new DTM project licensed by 

the manufacturer.

The squad has also founded a joint 

venture with HWA AG – a long-term 

Mercedes partner in the DTM – which 

willberesponsibleforthedevelopment,

buildingandrunningof theDTMcars.

TheDTMhasconfirmedthat

“developmentpermitting”,R-Motorsport

willbringacarbasedontheAston

MartinVantageroadcarfor2019.

ItbringsanendtotheDTM’slong-

runningattemptstofindathird

manufacturertojoinAudiandBMW

after Mercedes leaves to join Formula E.

“This decision of  a luxury sportscar 

manufacturer such as Aston Martin 

is a historic event for our series and 

a milestone for the international 

orientation of  DTM,” said series 

bossGerhardBerger.

Bergeraddedthatthegrowing

internationalambitionsof theDTM,

whichhasnowsplit itscalendarby

havinghalf itsracesinGermanyand

theotherfiveinternationally,helped

attractAston.

BrandsHatchkeepstheUKDTM

date,despitesuggestionsthattheround

should move to Donington Park, while 

Assen replaces Zandvoort.

Both the Hungaroring and R ed Bull 

Ring have lost their DTM dates for next 

year, but Zolder –which hosted the first 

event for original DTM forerunner the 

German Production Car Championship

in 1984 – is back on the calendar after a 

16-year absence.

Renault Sport has lost its bid to run 

the FIA’s Regional Formula 3 

championship for Europe in 2019.

The FIA World Motor Sport Council 

said that it has “approved the 

appointment of  Automobile Club 

d’Italia (ACI) as the promoter of  the 

new single-seater European Regional 

Championship for 2019 conforming 

to  the technical specification of  FIA 

Formula 3 Regional”.

The ACI bid is on behalf  of  WSK, 

which was the only rival to Renault 

Sport and already promotes the World 

Karting Championship and Italian 

Formula 4 Championship.

The series demonstrated a Regional F3 

car at last month’s Vallelunga Italian F4 

round, using the same Tatuus chassis 

and Autotecnica-tuned Alfa Romeo 

turbo engine as used in F3 Asia and the 

new women-driver-only W Series.

Renault Sport was initially the 

favourite to land the deal, with 

the FIA only wanting one Regional 

F3 series as the concept gets up and 

running in Europe.

Renault Sport announced on Monday 

it will adopt the new car but will continue 

to use the Formula Renault Eurocup 

name. The series claims all current 

teams “expressed their intention to be 

on the grid next year”.

Photos: DTM, Mick Walker

DempseybagsF4title
JordanDempseyhaswontheChina
Formula4 title, takinghiseighthvictory
of theseasonat theNingboInternational
Circuit lastweekend.Theteenager,who
wonMotorsport Ireland’s2017Young
RacingDriverof theYearaward, races
withPinnacleMotorsportandhasalso
racedF4machinery in theUSthisyear.

DunnbacktoF1000
FormerFormula JedichampionAndrewDunn
willmakea return to theseries,nowcalled
F1000,atDoningtonPark thisweekend.
Dunn, the2010champion,hasnot raced in the
categorysince2016butwillmakeacomeback
in the final roundof theseason.His returnmeans
therewill be threepastchampionson thegridat
Donington, including last year’svictorMichael
Wattonand2013winnerLeeMorgan.

Kidson’sGRDCprize
MikeKidson,31,haswonthewant2race
competitionandhassecuredafully-
fundedseason in theGinettaRacing
DriversClubseriesnextyear.Kidson
emergedthewinner fromover200entries
after impressingatBlytonPark lastweek.
“Eversince Iwasthreeyearsoldpushing
carsalongthecarpet Ihavealways
hada long-standingdreamtobecomea
professional racingdriver,”hesaid. “The
standardofdrivers in thecompetitionhas
beenveryhighandIhavebeenpushedto
the limits toperformateachsession.”

TributetoWhizzo
Andy ‘Ace’Harrison racedhisBarrie ‘Whizzo’
Williams tributecaratDoningtonPark last
weekend, taking theMorrisMiniCooperS
to13th in the32-carHRDCAllstars field.
“Ibuilt it asa tribute toWhizzowhen Iknewhe
wasgettingpoorly, andweran itatGoodwood,”
saidHarrison. “Whizzohandedmethehelmet
colourswhenheretired,sowebuilt acarand
thenwhenhisuntimelypassingcame[earlier
thisyear]wedecided to run itpermanently in
hisname–thecar isnamedWhiz.”

IN BRIEF

DTM returned to Brands Hatch this year and will be back again in 2019

ByMarcusSimmons

Mercedes veteran Gary Paffett 
claimed his second DTM title after 
finishing third in the final race of 
theseason at Hockenheim.

While 2017 champion Rene Rast 

soared to a sixth successive victory 

inhis Audi, Paffett knew that a top-

four position would be good enough 

tosecure the title.

Rast took the lead from poleman 

Marco Wittmann’s BMW at the start 

andwas never headed, while Paffett 

took a secure third behind the leading 

duoand his second championship.

The Brit, who won the DTM title in 

2005andhas finished runner-up four 

times,put his most recent success 

downtothe “best lap I’ve ever driven” 

inqualifyingforthefinalracewhich

hestartedinthird.

“Qualifying was the key,” said Paffett, 

who will move across to Formula E 

for the 2018/19 season after Mercedes 

pulled out of  DTM.

“I’ve had five pole positions this 

year, but third place was the best lap 

I’ve ever driven.

“I had the lap before cancelled 

because I was outside track limits, 

so I had to do another.

“I was already sideways into Turn 

1, and I had to deliver a perfect rest of  

the lap.”

Paffett, in common with his team-

mates, struggled with race pace as 

the Mercedes C63s appeared to be 

harder on its tyres than the Audi 

and BMW opposition.

RastwastheonlyAudidriverin

contentionforthetitleaftertaking

victory in race one and engaged with 

Paffett in a frantic battle for the lead.

Paffett’s race was undone by a late 

safety car, and he dropped to fourth 

during the seven-lap sprint to the finish.

Pre-race points leader Paul di Resta 

could only manage eighth in race one 

and endured a nightmare in race two.

The Mercedes driver charged from 

11th to eighth on the first lap, but was 

told by stewards to give his place back 

to Philipp Eng, which meant he also 

had to let Joel Eriksson – who he had 

also passed – ahead too.

Di Resta was the first to stop, and 

had a panel-rubbing incident with 

Eng in the second half  of  the race as 

he faded to 14th. 

PAFFETT BAGS DTM TITLE
ON MERCEDES SWANSONG

Third place in final

race was enough

Mercedes man on top: Paffett

RACING NEWS

Harrison races ‘Whiz’ car in tribute
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ACI demonstrated 

new Regional F3 car



Galer is so far the only driver confirmed for next season

Youngster Galer steps up from karts into cars with Mini JCW series

Karter Lewis Galer is the first 

driver to sign up for the 2019 Mini 

Challenge JCW Championship.

Galer, currently 15, finished as 

runner-up in the 2017 Ginetta Junior

Scholarship, beating competition 

from 64 other young drivers to 

secure the runner-up spot in a 

final shootout at Blyton Park.

Now  Galer has switched his 

attentions to Minis and will 

race with the Excler8 squad, having

already tested both Cooper Class

and JCW machinery.

“I went to see a test day at

Snetterton and saw a few JCWs

running around and instantly fell

in love with them,” said Galer. “It’s

an amazing machine to drive.

“Next year will be a big learning

curve. Most of the tracks will be

new to me and it’s a high level to

be going in at. I have my eyes on

the Rookie Cup title, which I feel

is a realistic goal.”

British Touring Car

Championship race winner Paul

O’Neill recently coached Galer at

Donington Park and was impressed:

“He’s definitely one to watch and

I’ll put my neck on the line here

and tell you that he’s one of the

best kids I’ve ever sat next to.”

HAIGH WON’T RETURN
TO BRITISH GT IN 2019
Reigning champion will focus on European campaign

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Mick Walker

ByJamesNewbold

FlickHaighwillnotdefend
herBritishGTtitlenextyear
andwill insteadreturn to
racing inEurope.

Inherfirstseasonof BritishGT

afterswitchingfromtheMichelin

LeMansCup,the34-year-old

becametheseries’ firstoutright

femalechampionalongside

JonnyAdam,scoringtwowins

withOptimumMotorsport’s

AstonMartinV12VantageGT3at

OultonParkandBrandsHatch.

Havinghelda27.5-pointlead

intothefinalround,Haigh

admittedthatshewouldlikely

havereturnedif sheandAdam

hadmissedoutonthetitle,but

willnowfocusherattentions

onclimbingtheladdertowards

LeMans,withtheSRO-run

BlancpainGTSeriesEndurance

CupandEuropeanLeMans

Seriesunderconsideration.

“I’vetickedareallybigboxin

myracingcareer,Idon’tthink

thatIcouldtopthisyearwith

thatcarandthepeopleIhad

aroundme,”HaightoldMN.

“I’dliketokeepthatinalittle

boxandjustrememberit.

“Foranybodythathaswonthat

championshipandcomeback,

thereisalotof pressureand

sometimesitishardertoperform

fromthebeginningof theyear

withthatonyourshoulders.”

Haighconfirmedthatshe

planstostaywithAstonMartin

machinerynextyear,withthe

optiontoconvertthemarque’s

newVantageGT3intoGTEspec

anattractivesellingpoint.

It followsthedecisionsof 2016

championDerekJohnstonand

’17championRickParfittJrto

calltimeontheirBritishGT

careers,Johnstonfollowingthe

saleof hisbusinessandParfitt

tofocusonhisband.

Meanwhile,GT4racewinner

DavidPattisonhasconfirmedthat

hewillretirefrommotorsport

afterfouryearsinBritishGT.

The62-year-oldwontworacesin

GT4,hislastcomingatSnetterton

thisyearwithJoeOsbornein

TolmanMotorsport’sMcLaren.

MarkFarmeristhefirstdriver

tobeannouncedfornextyear’s

BritishGTchampionship,

remainingwithTFSportfora

fourthyearinthenewAston

MartinVantageGT3.Histeam-

matehasyettobeconfirmed,

althoughitisexpectedtoagain

beanAstonfactorydriver.

Farmerwontworacesthisyear

alongsideNickiThiim,finishing

thirdinthestandings.

TCR UK an option for Price in 2019 after winning comeback
Silverstone Citroen
C1 24-hour race plan
A 24-hour Citroen C1

race will be held on the

Silverstone Grand Prix

layout in place of the

Rockingham circuit on the

series’ calendar next year.

A total of 110 spaces are

available for the race, which

will be held on April 26-28,

with entries expected from

Belgium, Portugal, Germany,

Hong Kong and the USA.

Two 24-hour races were

held this year by the series

at Rockingham, but with

the circuit closing at the end

of 2018 a new venue needed 

to be found.

Meyrick Cox, chairman 

of the C1 Racing Club said: 

“We are tremendously 

excited that the C1 Club will 

be holding a 24-hour race at 

Silverstone, which is one of 

the world’s iconic and most 

historic circuits. We have 

110 spaces on the grid, which 

we expect to be full, so this 

should be the largest race 

ever held in the UK.” 

JoshPricemadea

winningreturntoTCR

UKatDoningtonParklast

weekendandisconsidering

afullcampaignin2019.

Pricewonracetwofrom

thefrontrowof thereversed

gridinaHondaCivic

FK2rununderhisown

bannerwithsupportfrom

PyroMotorsport.

Hehadcontestedrounds

atKnockhillandBrands

Hatchearlierthisyearbut

satoutthenextthree

meetingsfollowinghissplit

withBritishTouringCar

Championshipoutfit

TeamBMR.

“Wecouldhave[returned

sooner]butIcouldn’tseethe

point,”hesaid.“Theway

theFK2’sbeenhitBOP-wise

[Balanceof Performance],

whenIlastracedatBrands

itwashitquitehard,sowe

cameawayfromit.It looked

liketheBOPwasrightat

Croftsoweenteredthis

weekendhopingitwasgoing

toberight,andthenit’sbeen

hitwithaloadmoreweight.

“We’regoingtohaveto

haveachat,meandmydad,

toseewhatserieswewant

todo,butitwouldn’tbea

badshouttodoTCR.

“TCREurope[is

appealing]justbecause

it’ssomethingIhaven’t

donebeforeincars–I

haven’tbeenabroadatall.”

Title went to Haigh

and Adam this year

Jewiss and Hoggard
test British F3 car
British Formula 4 champion

Kiern Jewiss and fellow

frontrunner Johnathan

Hoggard sampled BRDC

British Formula 3

machinery for the first

time last week.

Jewiss, who claimed the

F4 title last month, tested

for Douglas Motorsport

while Hoggard was out with

Fortec Motorsports, who he

competed with during his

F4 campaign.

Hoggard topped one of the

four sessions on Friday in

wet conditions and Fortec

team principal Richard

Dutton had attempted to

get him on the grid for the

final round of the British

F3 season, but failed to

get permission to run a

fourth car.

“We wanted to run him

this weekend but they [series

organisers MotorSport

Vision] wouldn’t let me

run a fourth car,” he said.

“Hopefully we’ll look to

have him in British F3 next

season, we just need to try

and find a budget.

“We knew that he would

be good because his driving

style would suit this car,

he’s very smooth.”

All F3 teams are only

allowed to enter three cars

per round but Carlin were

given special permission by

MSV to run a fourth for Billy

Monger, who made his racing

return this season after his

Donington Park accident.
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Price raced at Donington Park and won second reverse-grid race in Civic

Hoggard was out with Fortec

Haigh: No to British GT





Team USA Scholarship winners Craig and Mullan make their UK Formula Ford debuts at Donington

Team USA Scholarship

winners Jake Craig and Colin

Mullan enjoyed successful

Formula Ford debuts at

Donington Park last weekend.

Craig finished second on

his wet-race debut on Sunday,

having twice finished fifth

the day before, while Mullan

managed a best finish of sixth.

The California-based pair

will now tackle this weekend’s

Formula Ford Festival at

Brands Hatch and next

month’s Walter Hayes

Trophy at Silverstone with

Cliff Dempsey Racing.

They secured their places

on the annual scheme run

by Jeremy Shaw following a

shootout at Road America,

to follow in the footsteps of

the likes of IndyCar champion

Josef Newgarden and podium

finisher Spencer Pigot.

“This is basically just a

practice race for us,” said

20-year-old Craig, who

finished as runner-up in this

year’s Canadian Formula 1600

championship. “We just want

to learn as much as possible

and get as comfortable as we

can in the cars so we’re best

prepared for next weekend.”

Mullan, 16, raced a Mini

JCW in the IMSA SportsCar

Challenge this season and also

scored two wins from three

races in a single United States

F1600 outing at Summit Point.

He said: “Looking at the

list of people who’ve come

through this programme,

it’s just incredible to be part

of it now. Getting acclimatised

to the tyres is the big thing

for me.”

FF1600 STAR DEMPSEY
IN FESTIVAL COMEBACK

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Gary Hawkins, Mick Walker

ByStephenLickorish

Three-timeWalterHayesTrophy
winnerPeterDempseywillmake
asurprise return to theFormula
FordFestival thisweekend.

DempseylastcontestedtheFestival

in2010whenhewascompetinginthe

Duratecpartof theevent.

HismostrecentUKoutingwasin

the’15WalterHayesTrophy,where

hefinishedsecondinthefinalbefore

beingexcludedforwearingthe

incorrectfrontalheadrestraint.

Hewillnowreturn–drivinga

brandnewRayrunbyhisfather,

Cliff –andsayshehasmissedracing

intheevent,havingbeenfollowing

itfromtheUSinrecentseasons.

“IwaskeentodoitthisyearasI

haven’tdonemuchracinginthelast

fewyears,”saidDempsey.“Every

yeargoesbyandI’mwatchingthe

[Festival] livetimingfrom3000miles

away.I’vebeenkeepingtrackof what’s

goingonbutIwasmissingit–Formula

Fordisthebestracingintheworld!

“DadhadacaravailablesoIthought

itwouldbeabitof fun.Iwillbedriving

anewRay2018carthathasn’tbeen

racedyet.It’sabrandnewcarthat

wasjustshakendownlastweekby

JamesClarke.Heshookitdownand

everythingisgoodtogo.

“Iwillhavetoshakeoff therust

andwillbedoingtwo-and-a-half

daysof testing.Obviouslyyou

wanttobecompetitivebutI’m

justgoingtohaveabitof fun.”

However,if heissuccessful,Dempsey

hasn’truledoutcompetingintheHayes

too–butsaysitdependsonwhetherhe

canfit it inaroundhisworkschedule.

Havingswitchedhismainfocus

tocompetingintheUSAin2008,

Dempseyhasnowsetuphisown

teamstateside,runningProMazda

cars.Intheseries’ firstofficialpost-

seasontestlastmonth,2017champion

VictorFranzonisetthefastesttime

andDempseyisencouragedbyhow

thingsareprogressing.

“It’salwaysgoodtomakeagood

impressioninthefirsttest,”hesaid.

“OvertimeIgotalittlebitfedupof

workingforotherpeopleandit’snice

tobeyourownboss.”

Defending Festival winner Foster switches to new Firman machinery for this year

Defending Formula Ford Festival

winner Joey Foster will switch to a

Firman chassis for the 2018 edition at

Brands Hatch this weekend.

Foster claimed his third Festival

success with a sensational around-

the-outside move at Paddock Hill

Bend in his Don Hardman-run Ray

GR08 last year and campaigned the

car for a full season in the National

Championship this year, winning

the opening round at Silverstone.

He will now swap to Ralph Firman’s

eponymous machine, which won the

2017 National Championship in the

hands of Luke Williams, for the end-of-

season classics at Brands Hatch and

Silverstone’s Walter Hayes Trophy.

“I thought ‘right, here’s a new

challenge’,” said Foster. “We’ve won

with [the Ray] last year; I’d love to be

able to go out there and put on a good

show in Ralph’s car as well.”

Foster, who helped develop Firman’s

BRDC Formula 4 car, as well as Formula

2000 and Formula 1000 chassis for the

American market, added: “I’ve done so

much work for him in the past, it would

be good to actually go out there and do

a race in one of his cars.

“I haven’t tested it yet so it’s going to

be interesting. I’ll try to get out at the

Festival first thing on Wednesday

morning to try to understand the car

and work our magic with it.”

Renault UK Clio Cup Junior graduate

Max Marzorati will also have a change

of cars at the Festival. Marzorati, who

has raced a Firman chassis run by

Engima Motorsport at Silverstone in

July and then Team Dolan at Donington,

will join the Swift Cooper team.

RACING NEWS

Three-time Hayes winner’s last visit was in 2010

KeithDoneganwillreturntothe

FormulaFordFestivalthisweekend

havingfinishedrunner-uponhis

debutlastyear.

TheIrishmanalmostpippedJoey

Fostertothevictory12monthsago

atBrandsHatchbutstillsealeda

MazdaRoadtoIndyShootoutticket,

availabletothehighest-placeddriver

undertheageof 25.

AftertravellingtoAmericatotake

partintheshootoutlastDecemberhe

wonthe$200,000scholarship andhas

spent2018competinginUSF2000.

Havingtakenseveralpodiumsthis

season,hewillreturntoFF1600action

inhisVanDiemenJL13K.

“FormulaFordisprobablythepurest

formof racing,evenlastyearsomeof

theFF1600raceswerethebesttimesI

havehadracing,”hesaid.

“IobviouslywanttowinandIknow

we’reprobablygoingtobecompetitive.

“Thecarhasn’tmovedsincethe

WalterHayesTrophylastyearbutlots

of guysofferedtobuyitfrommebut

therewasnochance.It’s justamatterof

adaptingbacktotheFF1600again.”

FormulaFordFestivalfrontrunner

ChrisMiddlehurstwillswitchteamsfor

thisweekend’seventandwill join2016

winnerNiallMurray,MatthewCowley

andMattRound-GarridoatTeamDolan.

VanDiemenLA10driverMiddlehurst

hasdoneselecteventstoprepareforthe

FestivalandtheWalterHayesTrophy,

andbelieveshecanfightatthefront.

“I’vedoneafewroundsthisyeartotry

andgeteverythingright,”hesaid.

“FingerscrossedIthinkwe’vefound

somethingsthatweren’treallyrighton

thecarsoI’mreallyconfident.Iwas

thirdtwoyearsagoandthecarisgoing

tobebetterthanthen.We’vegotagood

chance,butit’snotgoingtobeeasy.”

Headdedheisexcitedbyworking

withFormulaFordaceBernardDolan,

andwithhisnewteam-mates.

“We’vegotNiallMurrayintheteam

aswellsowecanoverlaydataandsee

whereweare,”addedMiddlehurst.

Donegan will return to
try and go one better

Middlehurst moves to
Team Dolan for Festival

LEADING ENTRIES

2018 Formula Ford Festival

DRIVER CAR

NiallMurray VanDiemenRF99
LukeCooper SwiftSC16
PeterDempsey RayGR18
JakeCraig RayGR18
ColinMullan RayGR11
NeilMaclennan RayGR16
MatthewCowley VanDiemenJL13
JoeyFoster Firman2018
KeithDonegan VanDiemenJL13K
MichaelEastwell Spectrum011C
StuartGough VanDiemenJL16
VincentRadermecker VanDiemenRF92
ChrisMiddlehurst VanDiemenLA10
MattRound-Garrido MedinaSport JL17

Dempsey took part in Duratec car in 2010
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FosterwonFFordFestivallastyearinhisDonHardman-runRayGR08

Team USA drivers gained experience last weekend
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Anderson to race 928

De la Roche tops
Peter de la Roche has
successfully retained his
Formula Junior UK title after an
unbeaten campaign in the Lola
Mk3 owned by Pat Barford. Prior
to this weekend’s double-header
at Silverstone, the Cheshire
youngster has won his class
10 times from 12 starts and
retired twice. In all, 122 drivers
have contested rounds of the
championship to date.

Nutt’s challenge
Following the cancellation of
Rally Isle of Man, leading historic
contender Dessie Nutt has entered
his Porsche 911 for the Pokerstars
Rally on the island on November
9/10. “I’ve been rallying on the island
every year since 1992 and didn’t
want to miss this year,” said Nutt, who
will have to take the ferry from Belfast
to Liverpool and then to Douglas due
to winter ferry schedules.

Davenport goes up
Classic Clubmans racer Alan
Davenport is stepping up to the
top class of the championship
after buying the ex-David Childs
Centaur Mk14. In the hands of
the late Childs, the rare Centaur
was a very competitive package
and Davenport will race the car
for the first time at Silverstone
this weekend in the season-
concluding double-header.

Flying Scotsman
The 11th edition of the Flying
Scotsman, Britain’s toughest rally
for Pre-War cars, will start from
Windermere in the Lake District on
Friday April 5. After overnight halts
in Slaley and Turnberry, the event
will finish at the Gleneagles Hotel in
Scotland on Sunday afternoon. Over
70 entries have already been lodged,
including one for former BTCC racer
Peter Lovett and MSA chairman
David Richards in a 1937 BMW 328.

Whizzo tribute
The late Barrie ‘Whizzo’
Williams will be remembered
this weekend on the Lombard
Rally Bath. His 1964 Welsh Rally-
winning Mini Cooper, 120 MNP,
will run first car on the road for
the non-competitive tour of
the south-west in the hands of
Andy Harrison with Peter Scott
co-driving. Harrison will also
drive the car on the Mini-based
Northumberland Borders Rally
on November 17.

Title showdown
Adrian Oliver (Hillman Imp) and Bob
Bullen (Ford Anglia) will settle the
Historic Touring Car Championship
title at Silverstone this weekend.
Once scores are dropped, former
triple champion Oliver has a two-
point advantage, while defending
champion Steve Platts (Singer
Chamois) has an outside chance
if both Oliver and Bullen fail to
score across two races.

Correction
On last week’s historics page
(MN, October 10) the incorrect
car was pictured with a story
about Ben Mitchell driving the
ex-Stephen South March 782 at
Dijon. Instead of the March, an
image of Matt Wrigley’s Ralt RT1
was included. We apologise for
the error. It was a successful
Historic F2 debut for Mitchell,
though, as he won both races.

HISTORICS

Stars out to support Lombard Rally Bath Doors close at Donington Park Collection

Acapacityfieldof 120entries,

includingwell-knowndrivers

andco-driversandstarcars,

willtakepartinSaturday’s

LombardRallyBath,anon-

competitivetour.

Theeventcelebratesthefour

yearswhenBathhostedBritain’s

biggestrallyinthe1970sand

1980sandwillcentreonarelaxed

tourof formerspectatorstages

inthesouth-west.Spectators

arebeingencouragedtovisit

WiscombeParkinDevon,

wherethefirstcarwillarrive

ataround1100hrs.

LeadingdriversincludeStig

Blomqvist,JimmyMcRae,

LouiseAitken-Walkerand

DavidLlewellin.Blomqvistwill

driveaGroupBAudiquattro,

whileMcRaewillteamupwith

IanGrindrodinanOpelManta

400.OthercarsincludeLancia

037s,FordFocusWRCsand

ex-worksFordEscorts.

TheDoningtonGrandPrix

Collection,oncethemost

outstandingassemblyof racing

carsintheworld,willclose

itsdoorsonNovember5.

KevinWheatcroft,sonof

formerDoningtonownerTom,

citedfamilyreasonsforthe

decision.“Closingthemuseum

after45yearshasbeenareally

difficultdecisionbutfamily

responsibilitiessimplymakeit

therightthingtodo,”hesaid.

ThelateTomWheatcroftstarted

buyinggrandprixcarsinthe

1960s.In1971heboughtthesite

of theformerDoningtonPark

circuit.Beforeracingreturnedin

1977,theLeicesterbuilderopened

hispurpose-builtmuseum.

In2007,thebidtobringF1back

toDoningtonpitchedthevenue

intoturmoilandthetrackwas

closedformonths.Carsfrom

thecollectionweresoldtohelp

fundrestorationwork.

Anderson grabs chance to race five-litre Porsche at Silverstone

Formula 1 journalist Ben

Anderson will switch back to

racingatSilverstonethisweekend

to field a Porsche 928 in the final

round of the HSCC 70s Road

Sports Championship.

Anderson is an accomplished

single-seater racer and will

handle the five-litre Porsche

used by Richard Attwood last

year to mark the model’s

40th anniversary.

“Opportunities to race

Porsches don’t come along

every day, so I’m honoured to

have the chance to race the 928,”

said Anderson. “It’s even more

exciting to follow in the wheel

tracks of Richard Attwood. I

know the Bradshaws [Tom

and John] will do a great job

preparing and running the car.

I hope I can do it some justice

on the track.”

ByPaulLawrence

Cameron Jackson and
Ben Mitchell will settle
the Historic Formula Ford
1600 title at Silverstone
this weekend after one
of the most fiercely-
contested seasons in
the championship’s
24-year history.

There are numerous

permutations and heading

into the weekend Jackson has

a four-point advantage when

dropped scores are factored in.

However, it is really a winner-

takes-all scenario, with two

wins for either driver sealing

the crown as a win attracts

five points more than second

place. Each has scored six

wins to date.

Mitchell, racing the Merlyn

Mk20 owned by journalist

Marcus Pye, is trying to match

his father Westie, champion in

2009, and his younger brother

Sam who was champion in

2013. Jackson, meanwhile,

fields a Lola T200 run by

record-breaking five-time

champion Neil Fowler.

Jackson said: “We went to

Brands 10 points behind Ben

and now we have a four-point

advantage. I’ve just got to try

and win the races but it is a

bit of a lottery at Silverstone

because you get such a big

tow. You often get five or six

cars battling for the lead and

the last couple of laps are

vital. I’ve never done a full

season before in anything.

We’re so evenly-matched it

could go either way.”

Mitchell countered: “I’ve

got to beat Cameron and I’m

looking forward to two good

clean races. You never know

what can happen and we’ll just

see how it goes. The Formula

Ford is sure to feel a bit slow

after racing the Formula 2

car at Dijon last weekend.”

Silverstone to decide the destiny of Historic FF1600 crown

FORMULA FORD ACES
GO HEAD-TO-HEAD

DOWNTHE

PUB
WITH
PAUL
ALLEN
Age: 44Lives: Stockport

Historic FF2000 frontrunner

IN BRIEF

‘Formula Junior UK
title decided’
Champion crowned, below
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He raced in Caterhams
“I did the Caterham Academy
in 2000, so I’ve been racing for
18 years. I spent seven or eight
years in Caterham Graduates,
then Superlight R400s. Then
I had a break and came back
and did R300s in 2012 and
2015. I’ve had breaks for the
usual budget reasons.”

Jason Redding is a
racing mate
“Jason Redding and I raced in
R300s together and had a lot
of battles. We both felt it was
time to do something different.
Caterham racing is a bit like
Sunday karting when you get
to an age and think: ‘do I want
to be doing this anymore?’”

They looked at
Historic FF2000
“We did Radicals for 18 months
in the Radical Challenge but the
budget was just getting crazy.
They’re great cars to drive but
very, very expensive. So we just
reassessed. Jason likes historic
cars and I’d never thought of
historics and I’d never raced a
single-seater. Apart from the
tyres, which are expensive, the
budgets in Historic Formula
Ford 2000 looked good. It
was back to club racing.”

The first season has
gone well
“This has been my first season
so there has been a lot of
development work and a lot of
learning. I do everything myself,
except the engine which is done
by David Gathercole. We’re just
trying to catch the big four of
Andy Park, Nelson Rowe, Callum
Grant and Ian Pearson: that’s our
mission and we’re sneaking up.
There are some really quick
drivers at the front and we’re
happy to get within a second a
lap in the dry. I was matching
their pace in the wet at Oulton
Park. I used to race against
Nelson in Caterhams.”

He’ll be back in 2019
“Winning at Brands was brilliant
and I definitely want to carry on
next year. The attraction is racing
against some quality drivers
and I’ve been at the front of
league two this year. But I want
to be in league one! I have a wife
and a four-year-old child and
I’m probably the only professor
in the paddock. I’m a professor
of railway technology at the
University of Huddersfield.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Jackson (l) will

battle Mitchell (r)

A quick professor: Allen

Rally Tendring joins the Historic Asphalt Championship roster

Contenders in the 2019 

RACRMC Historic Asphalt 

Rally Championship will get to 

compete on Rally Tendring and 

Clacton after the Essex-based 

closed-road event was added 

to the championship.

The pioneering rally will join 

the Ulster and Jersey Rallies 

as closed-road events for 

the six-round all-historic 

championship, which also 

takes in two visits to the 

Epynt Ranges and the 

customary season-opening 

Bovington Stages.

Championship manager 

Colin Heppenstall said: “The 

addition of  Rally Tendring and 

Clacton is very exciting and we 

think we have a calendar that 

will appeal to a lot of  crews.”

Ulster and Jersey Rally will 

attract one and a half  points. 
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Meeke appeared in a Ford Fiesta in RallyLegend demos 

Peugeot crew recovered

Citroen driver Craig
Breen put aside his 2019
WRC seat negotiations
to win last weekend’s
RallyLegend event in San
Marino.The Irishman
drove a Citroen C4WRC
to victory, with fellow
C4WRC driver Luca
Pedersoli second and
Mikko Hirvonen third,
driving a Ford Focus
WRC.“What a fantastic
event,”said Breen.
“The atmosphere has
been just unbelievable.
I definitely want to
come back to this next
year, driving with these
crowds on these roads
in this car has been
just pure pleasure this
weekend.I have to say,
congratulations to the
organisers for doing
an amazing job with a
beautiful event.”

BOYLE SEALS IRISH NATIONAL RALLY TITLE AT DONEGAL HARVEST PAGE 19

MEEKE CONFIRMED AT
TOYOTA THIS WEEK
ByDavidEvans

KrisMeekewillbeconfirmed
asaToyotadriver thisweek–
with thenewsexpectedon
thesamedaythatEsapekka
Lappi’smovetoCitroen is
announced.

MN’ssourcessaytomorrow

(Thursday)isthedaymostlikely

forthelatestpiecesof theWorld

RallyChampionship’sdriver

marketjigsawtofall intoplace.As

soonasCitroen’scommunication

issenttorevealLappialongside

SebastienOgier,Toyotawill

trumpetMeeke’sfull-timereturn

totheseries.

Meekereturnedtoarallycar

forthefirsttimesincedeparting

CitroeninMayatlastweekend’s

RallyLegendeventinSanMarino.

Meekedrovea2014-specification

FordFiestaRSWRCinthenon-

competitiveStarsdisplayside

of theevent.

DerekBranniganco-drove

MeekeinSanMarino,andMeeke’s

regularnavigatorPaulNagleisnot

expectedtofollowhimtoToyota.

MeekeandNaglehaveelectedtogo

theirseparateways,withbothsides

quicktoreportanamicablesplit.

WithCitroenlikelytoruntwo

carsnextseasonandMeeke

completingtheToyotatrio

alongsideOttTanakandJari-Matti

Latvala,onlyHyundaiandM-Sport

havetofirmuptheir2019squad–

andneitherisinanyhurrytodoso.

HyundaiteammanagerAlain

PenassetoldMN:“Wehave66per

centof ourline-upsortedwith

Thierry[Neuville]andAndreas

[Mikkelsen].We’renotinarush

togettheotherseatsorted.We

cantalktopeopleinSpainand

decidethisafterthatevent.”

Penasseconfirmedagainthe

thirdi20CoupeWRCwillbe

shared,withDaniSordoall-but

certaintotakehalf therounds.

Headded:“If wehaveSordothen

thereareafewdriverswhoarenot

sortedandwewill findsomebody

tocompletetheline-upwithDani,

noproblem.Alotof peopleare

talkingaboutwho’sgoingwhere

andwhat’sgoingtohappen,but

theyarejustguessing.Danihas

hadagoodyear,oneof hisbest

thisyear,andhe’skeenonapart-

programmenextseason,now

wehavethetimetofindsomebody

whowantstosharethatcar.”

Askedif negotiationswith

Paddonhadcooled,Penassesaid:

“No.Therearealotof driversout

therewhoaremoreorlessthe

same[speed].WithHayden,we’re

keentodiscuss,butuntilnow

wedidn’thaveacalendarto

talkaboutandhisfirstquestion

would,understandably,be:

‘Whichrallies?’Nowweknow

whichralliesarecomingnext

year,wecantalkmoreaboutthis.”

Ithasbeenspeculatedthatdrivers

couldbeloanedfromoneteamto

thenext,butMNunderstandsthis

isunlikelytohappen.

CraigBreenandElfynEvans

remainoutof contractand

sourcesclosetoM-Sportadmit

theWelshman’sstarisbeginning

tofade.Breen,however,remains

upbeatabouthischancesof

landingafull-timeseatnextseason.

Themostlikelyplaceforthatis

MalcolmWilson’sM-Sportteam.

Wilsonsaid:“Honestly,that’s

notmypriorityrightnow.Yes,

we’retalkingtopeople,butthat

[nextyear’sdriverline-up]hasto

wait.Wehavetofocusonthenext

tworalliesandworkingtowards

thechampionships.Oncethat’s

finished,thenwewillturnour

attentiontonextyearandseewhat

canbedone–butcertainly,there

arenoannouncementscoming

fromusinthenearfuture.”

Lappi move will trigger Meeke announcement as replacement
Peugeot Italia driver Paolo

Andreucci has talked of his

relief  at sealing an 11th Italian 

Rally Championship title 

just months after a serious 

testing crash left him and 

his co-driver in hospital.

Third place on last 

weekend’s Rally Due Valli 

was enough for Andreucci 

to retain his crown aboard 

his 208 R5. 

“This has been a season 

where we definitely made 

life difficult for ourselves,” 

said Andreucci, referring 

to the shunt in which his 

co-driver and partner – 

Anna Andreussi – broke 

her hip and the 53-year-old 

fractured a vertebra. 

“But that’s perhaps what 

makes it one of  the most 

satisfying and emotional of  

all,” he continued. “A huge 

thank you to everyone: to the 

doctors who helped us back 

to fitness in such a short time. 

Coming into the last round we 

were definitely stressed as we 

knew we had to be perfect. 

But we found the right balance 

between consistency and pace, 

which meant that we were 

finally able to seal another 

title. It’s just a massive relief.”

 

Hirvonen (l) was third while Breen (r) took victory
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despite crash



Petter tested on 

asphalt last week

WMSC

Solberg brothers Petter and 

Henning will go head-to-head 

at next week’s Rally of  Spain 

as the pair renew their sibling 

rivalry in the WRC2 class.

Petter Solberg – the 2003 

WRC champion – will drive 

one of  two Volkswagen Polo 

GTI R5s in Salou – with Eric 

Camilli in the sister car – while 

Henning is expected to make a 

second world championship 

appearance of  the season in 

a Toksport Skoda Fabia R5. 

Petter told MN: “When I 

entered with Volkswagen to 

do Spain, it happened very 

quickly that my brother Henning 

entered the race. He really wants 

to drive against me again and I 

think it’s really nice that both 

brothers will be together again.”

Asked what he expected the 

result to be, Petter replied: 

“What can I say? He’s never 

beaten me – so he will not beat 

me again. Sorry Henning!”

Henning rocketed back into 

the WRC with sixth overall at 

Rally Turkey last month, in 

an R5 car. He is focused on 

finalising a deal for Spain.

“I want to do it,” he told 

MN. “It’s clear what speed 

we have and [in Turkey] I was 

not driving flat-out. Let’s see.”

Ahead of his first WRC round 

in six years, Petter completed his 

pre-event test in Spain last week.

“We did four days,” he said. 

“[Eric] Camilli did two days 

then I did two. I was Eric’s 

co-driver for some runs and I 

can’t say I’m a good co-driver, 

but I can say that he’s a very 

good, talented driver!

“I don’t know how many 

kilometres I did on Tarmac, 

but it was a full day. Then we 

did 210km [130 miles] on gravel 

on the other day. It’s an R5 car, 

but it feels like a World Rally 

Car. The suspension is fantastic, 

you can fine-tune it as you 

want: if  you like a little bit of  

understeer or oversteer, you 

have all the tools to do it.”

Asked what he thought might 

be possible in terms of a result in 

Spain, Solberg said: “You have to 

remember I haven’t done a rally 

in six years so there isn’t so much 

pressure on my shoulders. I really 

want to do well. Let’s start and 

see how we go. It would be nice 

to make a surprise, but there are 

so many good drivers and hard 

competition in the [WRC2] class.”

World Rally Championship teams have given 

nextyear’s14-roundcalendaraguardedwelcome.

The calendar was revealed at a World Motor 

Sport Council meeting in Paris last week and, 

while WRC Promoter is frustrated at Japan 

losing its slot to Corsica, the feeling remains 

that 2019 will be more affordable avoiding 

the trip to Honshu. 

The teams voted against 15 rounds and 

Hyundai’s Alain Penasse said he wasn’t 

surprised to see Corsica back, despite its 

absence from the promoter’s original 

14-round calendar proposal.

“It’s maybe a bit unrealistic to look at who 

is in charge of  the FIA [not to expect Corsica 

to be back], but also it would be a bit strange 

for Japan to be given a space before it runs 

its candidate event [in November],” he said. 

“There’s talk that the FIA wants 16 rallies in 

the future – as long as we know this is coming 

and we can plan, that’s fine. Fourteen rounds 

for next year is good news, it’s what we all wanted. 

We have found a solution and we have a calendar.”

Chile is included for the first time, running a 

fortnight after fellow South American counter 

Rally Argentina. The remainder of  the rallies 

remain in the same order as last season and 

broadly at the same time.

‘Your guide to the rest 
of the WRC title fight’
Championship permutations, p18
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confirmed, no Japan

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“Ogier’s Gwyd
stage was 
simply superb

S
ebastien Ogier impressed 
himself with his second run 
through Gwydir at Wales Rally 
GB earlier this month. Well, 
having time to watch and 
rewatch his onboards (courtesy, 

once again of the ground-breaking and 
brilliant WRC+ service on WRC.com), 
I can only agree.

Have you seen it? If not, dip your hand in your 
pocket, fire a few Euros the promoter’s way 
and then lock yourself in a darkened room 
and prepare for some serious commitment.  

Ogier’s not a loose, ragged-edge kind of a 
driver. But for those nine and a half minutes, 
Ogier’s right hand was testament to the push 
he was giving this one. His right hand is rarely in 
contact with the Ford Fiesta WRC’s steering 
wheel, instead it’s flicking the paddle for another 
gear, tweaking the handbrake to square the 
rear up or just hovering over the top of the 
wheel ready to catch and offer his constantly-
sawing left hand assistance should it be needed.

That hovering right hand is the mark of a driver 
on a charge and giving it everything.

That and a windscreen filled with frightening 
regularity with nothing but trees, shrubs and 
glorious autumn colours – I don’t think I’ve 
ever seen an Ogier car slide as much as the 
#1 Fiesta did in Gwydir 2. 

And as for the narrow asphalt section in the middle, 
it was treated almost like a stretch of Swedish 
snow, with the bank on the outside used to help 
nudge the car in the right direction and keep the 
French pair on the almost straight in the very narrow. 

It was simply superb. And little wonder that 
Ogier was so pleased with his work.

The Great Orme run that followed was almost 
as impressive. Having driven that road a few 
times, albeit in the opposite direction, to see him 
sending his Fiesta up the hill and past ‘millionaire’s 
row’ at 110mph was impressive, but to see him 
slashing across the kerb and carrying so, so, so 
much speed around the rock face was insane 
given how inappropriate the tyres were for the 
occasion and the lack of feeling and precision 
from a gravel set-up which would have left the car 
feeling like it was standing on stilts. If Ogier wants 
a sixth straight title, he’s going to have to find that 
very same fight and fire in the next two rallies.

Now, what else has caught our eye this week? 
Oh yes… we have a calendar. With next season 
just over two months away, we finally know 
where we’re going in 2019.

And we’re not going to Japan. I must admit, I’m 
very, very disappointed about that. Japan and 
the Japanese support is huge for the World Rally 
Championship and I really wasn’t convinced 
about the decision to cast Tokyo and its very 
welcome Yen aside in favour of Corsica.

The flip side of that is, it’s Corsica. 
And, yes, I know we’ll spend far too long running 

up, down and around the island’s 10,000 corners 
in pursuit of a world championship rally, but it doesn’t 
matter. It’s Corsica. It’s one of the classics, the 
series’ founding fathers and, for reasons of history, 
heritage and a bit of nostalgia, it’s welcome back.

Tour de Corse is back on the calendar

SOLBERGS SET FOR SPAIN BATTLE

Dani Sordo 
raced Spanish 
freerider 
Andreu 
Lacondeguy 
down the Lousa 
hill, formerly 
part of a Rally 
Portugal stage, 
last week. The 
bike ace’s route 
was shortened 
given that he 
had two legs 
and not 400bhp, 
but the Hyundai 
still won. Sordo 
will return to 
WRC competition 
in Spain later 
this month.

Rallying decisions made 
at the World Motor Sport 
Council meeting

 Drivers to select their 
own competition numbers 
next season.

 Testing cut from 55 to 

42 days for WRC 
manufacturer teams.

 The maximum potential 
competitive stage distance 
cut from 500 to 350km or 
217 miles.

 WRC2 to be given a 
new class in an effort to 

boost the number of 
official manufacturers. 
WRC2 Pro will be open 
to factory teams and 
crews only, leaving 
WRC2 for privateers.

 The under-supported 
WRC3 class will be canned.

CALENDAR

WRC 2019

DATE RALLY

Jan 24-27 Monte Carlo Rally
Feb 14-17 Rally Sweden
Mar 7-10 Rally Mexico
Mar 28-31 Tour de Corse
Apr 25-28 Rally Argentina
May 9-12 Rally Chile
May 30-Jun 2 Rally Portugal
Jun 13-16 Rally Italy
Aug 1-4 Rally Finland
Aug 22-25 Rally Germany
Sep 12-15 Rally Turkey
Oct 3-6  Rally GB
Oct 24-27 Rally Spain
Nov 14-17 Rally Australia



Iriz is ready for

asphalt testing

Parry (l) won BRC title with Elfyn Evans back in 2016

Rovanpera hurtTidemand’s points

KRISTOFFERSSON TAKES ANOTHER WORLD RX WIN IN GERMANY PAGE 28
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PROTON R5 NEARS
HOMOLOGATION

ByJackBenyon

TheBritish-builtProton IrizR5 isclosing
on itsFIAhomologation inspectionand
couldbeseen incompetitiveWorld
RallyChampionshipactionat January’s
MonteCarloRally.

TheMellorsElliotMotorsport-builtcar

hasbeenindevelopmentsince2016,with

MEMteamprincipalChrisMellors’sondoing

themajorityof testwork.Two-timeworld

championMarcusGronholmalsocompleted

testmileageintheIrizlatelastyear.

“December1isthehomologationdate,”

saidMellors.“Nowthepaperworkisdone

they[theFIA]arereallyjustcomingtocheck

thesizeandweightwehaveputforwardare

asspecified.

“Weareasmallteamandhomologation

hastakenlongerthanperhapswewould

havewanted,butsayingthatwe’vemade

quiteafewchangesandimprovementsas

we’vegonealongandit’sprettygoodnow,

it’safabulouscar.

“Marcus[Gronholm]wasstunnedbyit,he

wasfantastic.I’dliketohavehimbackbefore

toolongtojustseehowfarwe’vegotwiththe

development.I’dliketohavehisinputandI

thinkhe’skeensoitwillbenicetogethim

backinduringthenottoodistantfuture.”

MellorsconfirmedMonteisthetargetfor

thecar’sWRCdebut,andthatmorecarsare

currentlyinbuildtoaddtoMEM’stestcar,

whichissetforasphaltrunningnextweek.

“We’vegotthreemorecarsinbuild,”added

Mellors.“We’vesoldtwo,soit’sstartingtocome

togethernow.WewouldliketogotoMonte.We

wanttohaveeverythingsignedoff andseehow

the[homologation]inspectiongoes.There’s

plentyof timetoputanentryinafterthat.”

MEM’sProtonIrizR5testcar

willgetafourthcompetitiveouting

atnextmonth’sMaltonRally.

TheMEMoutfitsponsorsthe

November4eventandthecar

willgetafinalrunformore

developmentbeforeits

homologationonDecember1.

OllieMellorswilldrivetheIriz,

havingfinishedthirdonthe

eventwhenthecarmadeits

competitivedebutlastyear.

Sincethenithaswonthe

GrizedaleRallyattheendof

lastyearandtheCambrianRally

atthestartof thisseason.

“ThecarOllieisdriving[on

theMaltonRally]isthetestcar,

it’sdonethousandsof milesand

we’venothadanyproblems,”

saidMEMteamprincipalChris

Mellors.“Wearerunningitand

deliberatelynotreplacingcertain

bitstoseehowlongtheylast.

“We’rehopingforareasonable

result.Butit’s justanother

test.We’veactuallygotsome

differentdamperspecifications

wewanttorunandweliketotry

andsupporttheMaltonevent

becausewesponsorit.We’lldo

thatinsteadof doingatest.”

Lastyear’swinnerCharlie

Paynehasalsoenteredthe

MaltonRallywhichhas

almostfilledits90entries.

New Iriz gets official
papers in December

Skodas look set to seal a 1-2-3 in WRC2, 

while Pontus Tidemand’s failure to win 

the class on Wales Rally GB has dealt  

his championship hopes a huge blow. 

Tidemand was as much as a second- 

per-mile slower than team-mate and 

eventual winner Kalle Rovanpera on 

Wales Rally GB’s Thursday and Friday 

stages last month, taking valuable  

points away from 2017 WRC2 champion 

Tidemand. Swede Tidemand’s season 

looks to be over with no entries from 

Skoda planned, and sixth in the WRC2 

class in Spain will give 36-year-old Jan 

Kopecky a first WRC2 title. 

“My feeling is good,” said Tidemand  

of  Wales Rally GB, despite missing the 

chance to claw back points on an absent 

Kopecky. “It was a tricky rally, there were 

many R5s. His [Rovanpera’s] speed has 

been good earlier this year. It’s very fast, 

and it’s surprising on Friday in these 

conditions, he was really quick.”

Rovanpera needs six points – seventh 

place in class – to overturn M-Sport’s  

Gus Greensmith for third in the WRC2 

championship and is heading to Spain 

with Kopecky. Rovanpera confirmed he 

was “surprised” at how far he was ahead 

on Rally GB, which was his second WRC2 

win after taking the class in Australia last 

year, where he was the only class entrant.

Chris Ingram has pulled his 

entry for next week’s Rally  

of Spain – the Briton will  

save his budget for next year.

The Skoda Fabia R5 driver 

scored a strong second place  

at Rally Liepaja in Latvia last 

weekend, bouncing back from  

a troublesome outing at Rally 

GB, when he landed his 

Toksport-run car in a bog, 

flooding the car up to its seats.

“We’re saving the budget now 

for this year,” said Ingram.  

“I’m working towards 2019. 

This year, the first year of  

four-wheel drive, it’s been an 

incredible year but a learning 

year as well. Next year we want 

it to be our winning year.”

Manchester driver Ingram, 

who narrowly missed out on 

back-to-back ERC Junior  

titles last weekend to Nikolay 

Gryazin in Latvia (see report, 

page 27), is hoping to raise 

enough budget to compete  

in WRC2 next season.

Skoda close to WRC2  
hat-trick on Rally Spain

Ingram withdraws 
Spain entry for budget

Mellors to drive Iriz on Malton Rally

Navigator Craig Parry forced to retire after Rally Germany injuries

Co-driver Craig Parry has been 

forced to retire from rallying in  

the knowledge that a repeat of   

the accident that hospitalised  

him in Germany this summer 

could cost him his life.

Parry was co-driving for Gus 

Greensmith when their Ford Fiesta 

R5 left the road in their pre-Rally 

Germany test. The Welshman 

suffered serious hip and pelvic 

injuries and remained in hospital 

in Trier for three weeks following 

an 11-hour operation. 

The former British Rally 

champion has been told he  

cannot compete again.

“The decision was completely  

out of  my hands,” Parry told MN. 

“It was the pelvic specialist, when 

we went to see him that was my 

first question. His words were it 

was a ‘catastrophic injury’. 

 “He said I’ll be fit enough to  

come back, but another impact  

like that won’t fix again. At best  

I’d be in a wheelchair and at the 

worse I’d be dead. You’d never be 

able to get in a rally car with that  

in the back of  your mind.

“The hardest thing was dealing 

with that: one minute you are OK, 

that’s your job, that’s your life,  

and the next minute you are being 

told you can’t go back to it. That  

was the hardest pill to swallow.”

Parry admitted he had been 

amazed at the support he’s received 

since the accident, adding: “The 

Greensmith family have been 

fantastic. I have been humbled  

by the amount of  people that  

have been in touch. Phil Mills in 

particular has been in touch almost 

every day since I had the accident 

and  Phil Pugh’s another. I don’t see 

myself  as being in the public eye  

or anything. I see myself  as a guy 

who loves the sport. But it’s not 

until something like this happens 

that you realise how much you  

are appreciated by people.”

Of Greensmith he added: “I’m 

sure I’ll still be involved with  

him in some way shape or form,  

but not to be in that car is going to  

be difficult.”
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Reynolds suffered damper issue

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, ERC Media

MalcolmWilsonwants

hisM-Sportoutfitto

returntotheBritishRally

Championshipnextyear,

afterathirdsuccessiveyear

of itsFordFiestaR5taking

theoverallBRCtitle.

ElfynEvansdroveaDMACK-

shod,Autotek-runcartothe

titlein2016,beforeKeith

Croninandmostrecently

MattEdwardscampaigned

M-Sport-runcarstothe’17and

’18BRCtitles,respectively.

WhileEvansremainswith

theteamintheWRC,Cronin

movedontoaHyundaiforthis

season.Edwardscouldappear

inWRC2ortheERCaccording

tohisbackerPeterSmith,

althoughhehasn’truledout

defendingthecrowninabidto

becomethe13thdrivertotake

twoormoreBRCtitles.

“Threeyearsonthetrot,

that’simpressive!”saidWilson.

“Yeahforsure[M-Sportwants

toreturn].Idon’tknowwhat

Matt’splansareyet.

“Butit’sourhomeandif

there’soneplaceyouwantto

bestrongthenit’sinyour

homeevents.

“We’ll looktohavethe

strongestpresencewecanin

theBRC.

“It’sgreatforuscommercially

thatpeoplearewinninginour

product,that’swhatkeepsus

herefightingatthesport’s

highestlevel.”

Wilson,the1994BRC

championalongsideBryan

ThomasinaFordEscortRS

Cosworth,believestheseriesis

movingintherightdirection

withitscalendarfornextyear.

R5entrieshavedroppedthis

season,butWilsonbelieves

theinclusionof newevents–

theserieshasaddedWestCork

andtheGallowayHillsRally

nextyear–couldhelpto

stimulatecompetition.

RallywinnerJames‘JJ’Yates

willreturntotheNeilHoward

StagesatOultonParkforthe

firsttimeintwoyearsashe

targetsatopfiveonthe

MotorsportNewsCircuit

RallyChampionshipevent.

Yates,brotherof British

RallyChampionship

frontrunnerRhys,hastwo

outingsinanR5car,winning

theRockinghamSunday

Stagesin2015andsecond

ontheNeilHowardin2016.

However,JJhasn’tdriven

theSkodaFabiaR5bought

bythefamilyatthestartof

thisyearhavingpreviously

hadtwoFordFiestaR5s,and

hasn’tdoneanyrallyingsince

the2016eventatOultonPark.

“It’sasharedcarbut

obviouslyRhys’scalendar

isabitbusierthanminein

it,”saidJJYates.“Rhysis

co-drivingformeandthat

willbealaugh.We’llseeif he

cangetmeinontime…

“Firstandforemostit’sa

bitof fun.I’veneverhadfun

drivingrallycarsongravel

it justfeelsalientome.Ifeel

moreincontrolandIdoenjoy

drivingthecaronTarmac.

“IliketothinkIcanbe

knockingonthedoorfor

atopfiveoratopthree.

I’mabitolderandabit

wisernowandcapableof

learningabitquicker.”

RhysYateswilltakeonnext

weekend’sRallySpaininthe

Fabiawithregularco-driver

ElliottEdmondson,thenjoin

JJfortheNovember3event.

Jordan Reynolds says he is

lucky to have won the Cadet 

Class in the British Rally 

Championship’s Wales Rally 

GB finale last month, after 

broken dampers on the last day.

Both Reynolds and standout 

Wales Rally GB star Finlay 

Retson broke axles on the 

Gwydir stage, but Reynolds 

was able to seal the title after 

the last stage of  the event was 

cancelled due to an incident 

unrelated to rally competition. 

“We were just in reserve mode 

trying to get around, and the 

final jump over the finish of  the 

Great Orme Stage, the dampers 

failed completely and both

are ruined,” said Reynolds, 

co-driven in his Ford Fiesta 

R2 by Peredur Wyn Davies.

“We struggled and couldn’t 

do anything to fix it. We 

crawled through Gwydir and 

lost about three minutes.

“We’re lucky the last stage 

was cancelled, we couldn’t get 

around a 90-right or left so the 

roundabout on the Great Orme 

would have been a nightmare. 

We managed to drive it back to 

Deeside and luckily we walked 

away with the championship.”

After beating Johnnie 

Mulholland by just three 

points to win the Ca

Reynolds now has h

paid for next season

Motorsport News J

British Rally Cham

“We are looking to

plans are underway

try and secure that

“We don’t really h

choice as it’s in the 

Cadet winner has to

We have to choose a

tricky one, we’re st

“Whether to buy o

cost is almost doubl

the Fiesta [1600cc] a

other R2s. We’ll def

there I know that much.”

‘Gryazin wins ERC 
Under 28 championship’
Rally Latvia, p27
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JJ Yates to return to Oulton after two-year hiatus

Reynolds almost lost Cadet title with damper da

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP NATIONAL EDITOR

JACK
BENYON
“Rally GB was
a mixed bag f
British series”

N
ever have I been so 
conflicted about a 
championship, or 
more specifically 
an event as part of
a championship.

In many ways, Wales Rally GB delivered 
everything it should have done for the 
British Rally Championship; intense 
drama as Matt Edwards almost missed 
his chance to win the title after hitting a 
bank, and David Bogie showing that he 
could take on the might of some of the 
world’s WRC2 manufacturer teams with 
stunning speed in North Wales, even running 
further down the order on Friday given his 
inability to enter WRC2 and BRC due to 
conflicting regulations between the two. 

It was a thorough test of man and machine, 
against some of the world’s best. I don’t 
believe any national championship can 
combine the strong events already featured 
on the calendar with a finale as tough as 
Wales Rally GB. 

The negatives came from the non-
competition aspect. The championship 
did its best to make an occasion, but its 
champion Matt Edwards was servicing 
200 metres away from the rest of the 
competitors thanks to his M-Sport backing. 
While the teams were mostly kept together, 
it didn’t feel obvious to a casual fan that 
they were walking through a group of 
British Rally Championship competitors, 
the service park arch being a kindly reminder. 

It was a brilliant effort by the organisers and 
the event delivered for BRC crews, but fears 
that it would become lost in the World Rally 
Championship event were sadly realised. 

In the future, if the series had more entries, 
competitors may help to create more of 
an atmosphere around it, but for now it 
was a case study that has many positives 
and negatives. 

BRC organisers had already decided to 
drop the event to reserve status for 2019 
as it goes in a different direction, mixing with 
the Irish Tarmac and Scottish championships 
as best as possible. 

On the entries front, chatting to competitors 
over the Rally GB weekend, the majority are 
wanting a return to the series. While those on 
the outside looking in and watching numbers 
drophave called for the BRC’s head, within 

ries the competitors are aware of the 
ible test the championship offers and 
n most cases, backed it completely.
year’s calendar was well received, 

he last car on the road up to Malcolm 
n of M-Sport, with trips to the 

brian, West Cork and Galloway 
roviding a welcome shake-up and a 
e to share more events with the Irish 
c and Scottish championships. 
ing at the excellent performances 
ie and Tom Cave in particular from 
 Rally GB, it’s clear the BRC provides 
n allowing younger drivers to learn 

ompete with the world’s best.  

Yates to drive Brettex Skoda Fabia

M-SPORT WANTS BRC RETURN IN’19

“OK,there’snotthenumbers

there was last year, but looking 

at what they are proposing for 

the events next year, I think it’s a 

good spread of  events,” he said.

“Certainly, if  you’re a young 

driver, you’re getting good 

experience in places like Cork. 

There’sanothergoodplatform

for the championship to evolve 

again next year.”

The series will not return 

to Wales Rally GB next year 

unless one of  its events are 

cancelled, as the WRC round 

is a reserve event. 

Evans delivered 

2016 Fiesta title

Matt Edwards’ 2018 title-winning Fiesta was run by M-Sport





Bogie hit a bale and

retired last weekend

Legacys will be built to 1990-spec for historic rally class

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Fighting their way through the remnants  
of Storm Callum, Kevin Davies/Michael 
Gilbey took another decisive win on the 
1000 Lanes Road Rally on Saturday 
night. Never headed, the pair romped 
home with a victory margin of over a  
minute. The result virtually secures the 
Welsh Championship for Gilbey with 
three rounds remaining, the next being the 
infamous Cilwendeg on October 27/28.

The battle for second place was much 
closer with Andy Davies/Dale Bowen 
beating George Williams/Daniel Stone  
by one second. Davies and Bowen had 
been unfortunate to pick up a puncture  
on the second section, losing two 
minutes, but were then fortunate in that 
the section had to be scrubbed due to  
an unrelated route blockage. This result 
may be significant at the end of the  
season as the two drivers battle for the 
Welsh Championship drivers’ crown.

Defending champions Mark ‘GT’ 
Roberts/Dylan Jenkins’ hopes of of  
retaining their title faded as they suffered  
a puncture on the final section and  
trailed in in eighth place.

Ex-World Rally Championship  
co-driver Nicky Grist made a rare  
outing on the event, taking 20th overall 
withSteveDavies inaFordEscort.

Ian Mills

Results
Organiser: Heads of the Valley Auto Club When: October
13/14 Where: south east Wales Championships: WAMC
Route: 110 Miles Starters: 73.
1 Kevin Davies/Michael Gilbey (Ford Escort) 2m32s; 2 Andy
Davies/Dale Bowen (Subaru Impreza) +1m13s; 3 George
Williams/Daniel Stone (Escort); 4 Matthew Jones/Osian
Davies (Vauxhall Astra); 5 Craig Bowler/Chris Whittall (Honda
Civic Type R); 6 Matt Barker/Jordan Dziadulewicz (Peugeot
206); 7 Steve Knibbs/Andrew Edwards (Proton Satria); 8 Mark
‘GT’ Roberts/Dylan Jenkins (VW Golf GTi); 9 Jamie Crump/
Clive Jones (Escort); 10 Alyn Welsby/Mark Rodway (Escort).
Class Winners: Daniel Williams/Shaun Richards (BMW
318ti); David Barrell/Sarah Canning (Peugeot 205).

Davies/Gilbey won 1000 Lanes
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BOGIE BUILDING ULTIMATE
FORD ESCORT

ByJackBenyon

BritishRallyChampionship
frontrunnerDavidBogiewill
debutanewly-builtmodified
FordEscortMk2at theKillarney
HistoricRally inDecember,
labelling thecar“extraspecial”.

Long-termEscortfanBogiehasdriven

aMillington-enginedFordEscortMk2

inrecentyears,mostnotablywinning

theDonegalNationalRallyin2016.

Butthatcarwasoriginallybuilt for

gravel,andisthereforeheavierthan

mostof theleadingmodifiedEscort

Mk2carsinIreland.

BogieandhisEscortguruHamish

Kinlochhavebuiltanewcar,starting

in2017,withKinlochgiven“freerein”

todevelopatop-specmachine.

“If itwasn’tforHamishwewouldn’t

havebuiltthesecondcar,his

enthusiasmanddedicationtobuilding

thecar,we’vemoreorlessgivenhim

freereinwithit,”BogietoldMN.

“He[Kinloch]treatsthatcarmore

likehisown,Ithinkwe’regoingtoget

tothestagewhereI’mgoingtohaveto

askhimif Icanuseit!

“Wewantedtotakeadvantageof

Hamish’senthusiasmandputtogether

somethingthatisreallyspecial. Iget

asmuchenjoymentoutof people

appreciatingthecar.Igotoralliesand

showitoff andletpeopleappreciateit

becauseI’marallyfanatheart.

“Ilovegoingtotheralliesandhaving

alookatniceEscorts,there’sthatsense

of pride,proudtoshowitoff.Tobuild

somethingmodern,reliable,different,

andimprovetheareaswherewecan,

thatwastheaim.”

Thecarwillhaveaprototype2.5-litre

Millingtonengine,withasix-speed

Tractivgearboxandtractioncontrol,

in-linewithmostmodifiedEscorts

currentlycompeting.

ButBogieconfirmedtoMNthat

therewouldbeafewoptionalextras

whichwouldmarkthecaroutfrom

theEscortsalreadycompeting.

“Therewillbeabitmoreaeroon

ourcar,abitmorecarbonfibre,alot

of one-off carbonpanelsmadeforthe

car, justtomakethatitthatlittlebit

different.Visuallywe’vetriedtomake

itdifferenttothecurrentcar.I’msure

peoplewillsay‘Idon’tlikethisand

that’.Yes, itwouldbenicetomakethe

carcompletelydifferent,butIwanted

ittobeaMk2.Wecouldhavetakenit

greatlyawayfromwhatthecarisbutI

wantedtostaywiththetraditionallook

makingitdifferentwherewecould.”

Despiteitstitle,theKillarneyHistoric

Rallyhasarallyformoderncarsaswell,

whichannuallyfeaturesafiercebattle

fortopmodifiedhonours.

Photos: Martin Walsh, LAT, Enzo Mahinc, Joseph John Gilbertson

Scottish ace
will debut
new car in
Ireland in
December

Despite already sealing a record-

breaking eighth Northern Ireland 

Rally Championship title, Derek 

McGarrity will take part in the  

final round of the series this 

weekend on the Tyrone Stages. 

McGarrity was crowned champion 

on the Bushwhacker Rally despite 

having to retire at first service 

because of  an oil leak on the engine 

of  his Ford Focus World Rally Car. 

“It overshadowed what we 

achieved on the Bushwhacker  

Rally, which was an eighth title,” 

said McGarrity. 

“I’m going to the Tyrone Stages 

Rally with the sole intention of  

winning it.”

McGarrity has entered the Focus 

used on the Bushwhacker, but it 

won’t be ready for the event and he 

will bring a yet-to-be-confirmed 

machine instead. 

The Tyrone Stages was last  

used in 2016, and is returning to  

the former military complex  

near Magilligan. Over a fifth of   

the stage mileage will be new after 

the organiser managed to open up 

new roads to use at the venue. 

McGarrity after  
more wins in Tyrone

Four Group A Subaru Legacys could compete in the UK next year

AsmanyasfourGroupA-spec

SubaruLegacyscouldcompete

intheBTRDAnextseason,with

AndrewFenwicksettohire

outthecars.

DuetoFIArulestheLegacy

iseligibletocompeteinhistoric

rallyingnow,andwithfour-

wheel-drive,38mmturbo

restrictorproducing350bhp,

theyarelikelytoshake-up

historicrallyingwhichis

currentlydominatedbyBDA

andBDGFordEscorts.

TheLegacys compete regularly 

onthecontinent and could even 

fighthighup the order on BTRDA 

eventsoverall. 

Fenwick–who has owned 

variouscars with period 

significance from Ford Focus 

WRCstoSEAT Ibiza F2 kit  

cars–believes there will be  

amarketfor the cars. 

“I’vegotfour cars, three left-

handdriveand a right-hand-drive 

car,”saidFenwick. “I picked  

thefourthone up on Sunday. 

“My main business:  I’ve just 

sold it and that will free my  

factory up to prep these cars.  

I’ve got a Group A-spec Legacy 

with a 38mm restrictor, we’ve 

taken it to Belgium and we were 

50-seconds per stage quicker  

than the historics on some events. 

On a 38mm I think the car will  

be really difficult to beat. 

“On gravel you’re up against 

BDA and BDG Escorts and I just 

can’t see those touching a four-

wheel-drive Legacy.”

Jennings targets more European outings after another win in France

Garry Jennings could spend 2019 

competing entirely in France  

after securing back-to-back wins  

on mainland Europe.

The 2013 Irish Tarmac champion 

was victorious twice in France  

in September, winning Rallye  

du Bethunois (September 8/9)  

and Rallye Charlemagne 

(September 29/30).

“The fact that I left my car over  

in France instead of  taking it back 

home should tell you all you need  

to know,” he told Motorsport News.

“I’m keen to do more rallies in 

France next year, and maybe even  

a few over in Belgium, but that’s a 

decision I’ll make once I’ve had the 

chance to speak to my sponsors.

“The first time we went over to 

France at the start of  September  

we did so as the underdogs – no one 

gave us a chance – so to come out  

on top, that gave everyone in the 

team immense satisfaction.”

Jennings had hoped to take part  

in last week’s RallyLegend in  

Italy, but was unable to. Instead,  

he could enter Rallye du Condroz, 

which takes place at the start  

of  next month.

“RallyLegend was on the  

cards, but it’s too close to Rallye 

Charlemagne, and the car would 

need to have been prepped again,  

so if  we are going to do one more 

rally before the end of  the year,  

it’s probably going to be the 

Condroz Rally,” he said.
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Jennings’ Impreza on the Rally Charlemagne
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swoop if  Ogier wins – obviously 

depending on who gets their eye in 

and whacks that powerstage curve 

ball out of  the ground.

And what chance Tanak? Cruelly, 

he’s the absolute outsider now. He’s 

entirely reliant on his rivals hitting 

trouble and no longer master of  his 

own destiny. His retirement from 

the last round in Wales was one of  

the hardest to stomach for impartial 

onlookers. Tanak has bossed this 

series for the last four rallies. Yes, 

he lucked-in to the Turkey win, but 

he was there, kept his Toyota in the 

middle of  the road and drove slowly 

fastest to score the hat-trick. But last 

time out, he was comfortably fastest, 

could and really should have come 

out of  Deeside at the top of  the table.

It would be no surprise to see Tanak 

winning both of  the final rallies. He’s 

likely to be third on the road on day 

one in Spain and Australia and that’ll 

give him the edge over just about 

everybody. But 21 points… it’s very, 

very difficult to see him overturning 

that kind of  deficit now.

So, for me, Ogier’s the one to watch 

in Spain. Missing an open goal in 

Turkey would, undoubtedly, have 

been a pretty big thing to get over, 

but Sebastien’s mental strength is 

beyond question. He’d put his 

Marmaris mishap to bed by wheels-

up out of  Dalaman on Sunday night 

and Wales simply served to balloon 

the sails above his M-Sport Ford 

Fiesta WRC. Ogier goes to Spain 

very firmly on the front foot, 

attacking and pushing for another 

successful title defence.

What about Neuville’s mental 

strength? Where will his head be? 

Having watched this guy mature and 

mend his ways over the last couple of  

years, I have little doubt that he can 

match Ogier. As Seb says, he’s got 

the points in his pocket. Let’s see if  

he can keep them there. 

S
tandby…I’mgoing
in.I’mgoingto
revealtheprecise
connotationsof
whoneedstodo
whattobeWorld
Rallychampion

nexttimeoutinSpain.
NoI’mnot.I’mcomingout.My

headhurts.Itwouldn’tbesobadif

itwasjustthestraightforward

25pointsupforgrabs,butthe

powerstagehurlsamathematical

curveballwhichputsanycoherent

equationsbeyondmyabacusandI.

Onafundamentallevel,wecanall

agreethatThierryNeuvilleisthe

onlydriverwhocouldwalkaway

withthedrivers’titleinSalou.Even

if theBelgianfailedtoscoreasingle

pointinSpainandSebastienOgier

tookall30,thedefendingchamp

wouldstillneedtosecureseven

morepointsinAustraliatotake

asixthsuccessivetitle.

AsforOttTanak,21downon

Neuville,hekindof needsbothhis

rivalstoendureapointlesstriptothe

season’sonlymixed-surfaceround

tostandanykindof chance.If that

happenedandhetookamaximum

30,thenhewouldleadtheseriesinto

Australiaon198points,compared

with189forNeuvilleand182forOgier.

Enoughwiththehypothetical

numbercrunching.

Let’sgetdowntowhatweknow.

Andlet’sdealwiththisthingonan

event-by-eventbasis.There’snot

muchpointtalkingaboutAustralia

untilwe’vegotSpaindoneand

dusted.So,whatcanweexpect

fromCatalunya?

Intermsof successinthehills

aroundTarragona,Neuvilleand

Tanaksimplycan’tcomecloseto

Ogier.Since2013,he’sbeenstrong,

butnotdominantinSpain.That

firstwininSaloufiveyearsago

wasclassicOgier.Heled,dropped

aminutewithapuncturethen

hammeredeverybodythroughthe

finalday’sgravel(admittedlyfrom

apreferableplacefurtherbackon

theroad)towin.

Ayearon,anotherwin,butthis

timemuchmorestraightforward,

winningTerraAltaonFriday

morningandstayingoutfrontfor

thenexttwoandahalf days.Ayear

onandtheworldwentalittlebit

mad.Almostaminuteupgoinginto

thefinal2015stage,Ogierpushed

forpowerstagepointsandtripped

himself up.Heranwide,whacked

abarrierandretiredonthespot.

Normalservicewasresumedwith

awin12monthsonandlastyearhe

playedsecondfiddletoafinedrive

fromKrisMeeke.

NeuvilleandTanakcantalkof

nothinglikethatkindof paceand

potentialinSpain.Byhisown

admission,round12istheone

Ogierfancies.

“Iknowwecanbecompetitive

there,”hesays.“Butwhenitcomes

toAustraliathenanythingcan

happen!InSpain,runningorder

canmakeadifference…”

Hisvoicetrailsaway.He’ssewn

theseed,doesn’tneedtodoanymore.

Nobodyintheworldchampionship

knowshowmuchopeningtheroad

andsweepingdrygravelasidecan

costadriverlikeOgierdoes,he’s

spentyearsatit.

Leader Neuville

has it all to lose

And now it’s Neuville’s turn. 

And day one of  the penultimate 

round of the season on Friday 

October 26 could be the biggest day 

of  the Hyundai driver’s career to 

date. Get this one right, contain the 

time loss and he’ll carry speed and 

confidence into a weekend on asphalt 

which should be much, much more 

straight forward for him and his i20.

Should be… Last season he 

struggled like hell with an unwieldy, 

understeering car which he simply 

couldn’t nail down on the Tarmac 

and eventually dropped it and took 

a wheel off  on the final morning. 

Now more than ever, Thierry 

needs to know he can count on the 

car beneath him. 

But, let’s not forget, Neuville’s 

the man at the top of  the table; the 

man out front. Right now, this 

championship’s still his to lose. 

His seven-point advantage would, 

however, be wiped out in one fell 

David Evans looks ahead to a tense World Rally Championship title run-in

GOING DOWN TO THE WIRE

STANDINGS

World Rally Championship

NO DRIVER CAR PTS

1 Theirry Neuville Hyundai i20 189
2 Sebastien Ogier Ford Fiesta 182
3 Ott Tanak Toyota Yaris 168
4 Esapekka Lappi Toyota Yaris 104
5 Jari-Matti Latvala Toyota Yaris 98
6 Andreas Mikkelsen Hyundai i20 83

Remaining rounds: Rally Spain (October 25-28), Rally Australia 
(November 15-18).  Points: 25-18-15-12-10-8-6-4-2-1, 
plus 5-4-3-2-1 for the powerstage on each event. 

Tanak only has an outside chance of the crown

Wales Rally GB win was a vital one for Ogier

Tanak: needs a slice of luck Ogier is just seven points back Neuville is chasing first title
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Peugeot 106

proved ample
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BLACKERANDRUDDOCK
WIN THE MULL TARGA

Photo:John Fife

Ross Le Noa bags first Jersey Rally win by nearly two minutes

Outgoing champion Moffett wins, Boyle seals a third national title

Mull Targa Rally
By John Fife

Organiser: Mull Car Club & Saltire Rally Club When: October 

13 Where: Tobermory, Isle of Mull Tests: 12  Starters: 61.

Bevan Blacker and Abi Ruddock 

scored a clear-cut victory on the 

Mull Targa Rally last weekend.

A bit of  good fortune was 

required, however, as Blacker 

suffered a tank-slapper between 

the forest ditches in test 12, out of  

the 14 timed tests in total, when 

the Peugeot 106 got out of  phase 

in the rain-drenched conditions.

Initially it looked as though 

Andrew Johnson had taken second 

place in his 46-year-old Lancia 

Fulvia, but when the observer’s 

checksheets were handed in a 

10-second penalty for striking a 

cone marker on the first test of  the 

day was added to his total. He also 

lost precious seconds with a misfire 

after a watersplash in test 11, but he 

did win the overall Historic award.

That meant he tied with Geoff  

Dean/Suzanne Barker, but Dean 

had been four seconds quicker on 

the tie-deciding opening test with 

his Suzuki Ignis which had been 

rescued from its intended final 

trip to a scrapyard for £150 just 

10 days prior.

Although Tom Spencer 

had been quicker than Dave 

Leadbetter on test times, the 

Vauxhall Corsa driver lost out 

overall to Leadbetter’s superior 

performanceovertheregularity

testswithhisBMW.

Roundingoff thetopsixwas

thebestplacedScot,CraigWallace,

despiteacrackedbrakediscand

thereforenohandbrakeinhis

Toyota Corolla. He finished just 

seven seconds clear of  fellow 

Scot Ryan Hay in his Toyota Paseo.

In a remarkable 10th place overall 

was Mazda MX-5 roadster driver 

Fraser Hughes who had left Tain 

in the far north of  Scotland at 

0300hrs on the morning of  the 

rally to catch the first ferry, and 

then immediately afterwards left 

to catch the late ferry and drive 

home. He and co-driver Peter 

MacInnes’ efforts were rewarded 

with the Spirit of  the Rally award.

Allan Clark had been in the 

top six early in the day until an 

alternator problem dropped 

his Hillman Avenger back, 

while Alan Ross lost out on the 

top 10 when he beached the 

Citroen on test 11.

John Rintoul won Sunday’s 

Mornish Time Trial in his 

Mitsubishi Lancer, taking the 

trophy for fastest time of  the day 

on his last run by 0.6s from Tommi 

Graham, also in a Mitsubishi.

Results
Targa Rally
1 Bevan Blacker/Abi Ruddock (Peugeot 106) 26m27s; 
2 Geoff Dean/Suzanne Barker (Suzuki Ignis Sport) +40s; 
3 Andrew Johnson/Dave Boyes (Lancia Fulvia); 4 Dave 
Leadbetter/Cath Woodman (BMW 318Ti); 5 Tom Spencer/
Sam Spencer (Vauxhall Corsa); 6 Craig Wallace/Clifford 
Auld (Toyota Corolla G6R); 7 Ryan Hay/Niall Thomson 
(Toyota Paseo); 8 Kevin Savage/Phillip Savage (Suzuki 
Ignis Sport); 9 Mark Standen/Ian Canavan (Proton Satria); 
10 Fraser Hughes/Peter MacInnes (Mazda MX-5).
Class winners: Blacker/Ruddock; Johnson/Boyes; 
Leadbetter/Woodman; Martin Oglesby/Rod Carter (Opel 
Kadette); Ian Buchanan/Gemma Conroy (Subaru Impreza).
Time Trial
1 John Rintoul/Yvonne Armour (Mitsubishi Lancer E10
3m35.7s; 2 Tommi Graham/Mark Pickering (Lancer E8);
3 Sandy Mackenzie/Angus Fraser Martin (Opel Manta);
4 Ryan Ingram/Stuart MacLean (Honda Civic); 5 Donald
MacNeill/Cara MacNeill (Impreza); 6 Chris Melling/Andy
Peak (Peugeot 205 GTI).

DonegalHarvestRally
ByJasonCraig

Organiser:DonegalMotorClubWhen:October13Where:
Ballybofey,CountyDonegalChampionships: IrishNational
RallyChampionship,BorderRallyChampionshipandDonegal
MotorClubChampionship Stages:9 Starters:156.

Sam Moffett and Karl Atkinson 

recorded a start-to-finish win on 

a rain-lashed Donegal Harvest 

Rally as an off-colour Declan 

Boyle clinched a first Irish 

National Championship title 

in four years.

On his first outing since last 

month’s Sligo Stages, Moffett 

guided his Ford Fiesta R5 through 

some treacherous conditions to 

take top spot by 7.9 seconds from 

younger brother Josh. 

Such was Sam Moffett’s 

dominance, at one point his 

buffer stood at half  a minute.

Despite dropping to rear-wheel 

drive on the last stage before first 

service, Josh didn’t surrender 

too much ground, with second 

position returning another useful 

haul of  championship points.

That still wasn’t enough for him 

to add the Irish National crown to 

theIrishTarmacandForestry

trophieshebaggedpriortothe

HarvestRally,asheneededBoyle

tofinishoutsidethetopeight.

Thefinalspotonthepodium

wasconfirmedonthelastfew

milesasDonaghKellyincreased

his slim advantage over Joe 

McGonigle’s Mini Countryman 

WRC from 0.7s to 1.8s.

Declan Gallagher, at the wheel 

of  a Toyota Starlet, was a clear 

winner in the modified battle, 

as Chris Armstrong sealed the 

National Rally Championship two-

wheel drive title in 14th overall.

Gallagher ended 20 seconds 

clear of  Gareth MacHale’s Ford 

Fiesta R5, and a further 17 seconds 

in front of  Cathan McCourt, 

who was making his R5 debut on 

Tarmac alongside Barry McNulty.

As low as 20th at one point as 

he erred on the side of  caution, 

Boyle, who was recovering from 

a suspected tummy bug, charged 

over the afternoon stages to end 

his home rally in eighth.

“It has been a difficult year,” 

said the Ford Fiesta World Rally 

Car driver, who joins Niall 

MaguireinwinningtheVard

Memorialtrophyforathirdtime.

Havingburstashockabsorber

ontheopeningtest,Mitsubishi

LancerE10pilot,AidanWray,

producedafinedisplaytobag

theShowroomClassspoilsand

sew up the National Group N title.

Sam Stewart and Martin Doherty 

came out top in the junior and 

historic categories respectively.

Results
1 Sam Moffett/Karl Atkinson (Ford Fiesta R5) 
1h03m36.6s; 2 Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty (Fiesta RS 
WRC) +7.9s; 3 Donagh Kelly/Conor Foley (Ford Focus 
WRC); 4 Joe McGonigle/Ciaran Geaney (Mini John 
Cooper Works WRC); 5 Declan Gallagher/Derek Heena 
(Toyota Starlet); 6 Gareth MacHale/Brian Murphy 
(Fiesta R5); 7 Cathan McCourt/Barry McNulty (Fiesta 
R5); 8 Declan Boyle/James O’Reilly (Fiesta RS WRC); 
9 Damien Toner/Denver Rafferty (Ford Escort Mk2); 
10 Gary Kiernan/Ryan Moore (Escort Mk2). 
Class winners: Keith Ewing/Sean Quigley (Honda 
Civic); Alistair Glenn/Lee Simpson (Peugeot 206); 
Ruairi McGarrity/Martin McGarrity (Peugeot 106); 
Aidan Wray/Kieran McGrath (Mitsubishi Lancer E10); 
McCourt/McNulty; Kelly/Foley; Daniel Kelly/Jalna 
Breslin (Vauxhall Nova); John Kelly/Niall Kelly (Toyota 
Corolla); Lee McLaughlin/Christy McLaughlin (Civic); 
Andrew McTaggart/Shane McTaggart (Corolla); 
Michael McDaid/Dáire Maguire (Escort Mk2); Paul 
Purtill/Raymond Scott (Ford Escort); Gallagher/Heena; 
John Ward/Hugh Martin Molloy (Subaru Impreza); 
Brian Moore/Lorcan Moore (Civic); Martin Doherty/
Darragh Doherty (Escort RS1800); McGonigle/Geaney. 

JerseyRally
ByIanHarden

Organiser:JerseyMotorCycle&LightCarClubWhen:
October12/13Where:Jersey Championships:
ACSMC;ASWMCSealedSurface;RACHistoricAsphalt
Stages:28Starters:80.

FordEscortMk2pairingRoss

LeNoaandDominicVolante

combinedseason-longgood

formwithlocalknowledgeto

taketheirmaidenJerseyRally

win.Butvictorycameonly

afteratitanicscrapwithSimon

LeNoa/KatieLeBlancq’sFord

Anglia2300andDarrylMorris/

SteveGully’sEscortMk2–

thelattermountinganall-or-

nothingchargetofinish

runner-upforthesecond

yearrunning.

Dry,sunnyweathercreated

idealconditionsforhighspeeds

onJersey’snarrowlanesand

RossLeNoatookfulladvantage:

usingsoftcompoundtyresfrom

theoff hepoweredthroughthe

openingstagesinTrinityand

StMartins,settingthreefastest

timesinarowtoopena14.2s

gapoverSimonLeNoa,while

perennialJerseyfrontrunners

JeremyBaudains/James

Ollivro(EscortMk2)contested

thirdwithMorris/Gully.The

leadbattlecontinuedthrough

theeveninginStBreladeand

LeRossignol,pursuedbytop

UKcrewSimonChapman/

NeilColmanintheirProton

SatriaMillington.

Butthedarkstageseventually

caughtoutBaudains;he

droppedoff theleaderboard

afteratime-consuming

overshootwhileChapmanlost

severalplaceswhenhisengine

diedfornearlytwominutes.

ThisleftSimonMauger/

BrianCammack(EscortMk2)

holdingfourth,withEdFossey/

WillRutherford’s1600cc

Champs: O’Reilly 

(l) and Boyle (r) 

Peugeot 208 R2 a heroic fifth.

Saturday morning’s stages 

consisted of  the fast, open St 

Johns test and the tight confines 

of  Waterworks Valley. Here, 

Simon Le Noa pushed for the 

lead until he clipped a wall and 

knocked his handling awry. 

Morris, third, said his short-

stroke engine was losing out 

on power while Mauger 

admitted to “wringing the 

car’s neck” to stay on the pace. 

Unfortunately, Fossey’s terrific 

run came to an abrupt end, 

crashing heavily on Waterworks 

2 after hitting a hidden kerb and 

colliding with a tree. 

The closing tests, St Lawrence 

and Les Platon, ended with Ross 

Le Noa setting consistently the 

second-fastest times to claim 

victory by 1m57.1s. Morris threw 

everything into the final miles 

and overhauled Simon Le Noa by 

10.4s, with Mauger fourth. Neil 

Cotillard/Helier Lucas (Subaru 

Impreza) recovered from a slow 

start on Friday, climbing from 

24th to an eventual fifth. 

Baudains staged a late fightback, 

going fastest on five consecutive 

tests to take sixth.

Results
1 Ross Le Noa/Dominic Volante (Ford Escort Mk2) 
1h48m30.4s; 2 Darryl Morris/Steve Gully (Escort Mk2) 
+1m57.1s; 3 Simon Le Noa/Katie Le Blancq (Ford 
Anglia 2300); 4 Simon Mauger/Brian Cammack (Escort 
Mk2); 5 Neil Cotillard/Helier Lucas (Subaru Impreza); 
6 Jeremy Baudains/James Ollivro (Escort Mk2); 7 John 
Le Brun/Jason Le Brun (BMW E30); 8 Martin Waters/
Ian Edwards (BMW E30 325i); 9 Simon Chapman/Neil 
Colman (Proton Satria Millington); 10 Steve Ellis/Jamie 
Vaughan (Escort Mk2). 
Class winners: James Weaver/Teresa Butler (MG ZR), 
Sam Bingle/Matthew Le Brun (Citroen Saxo VTS), 
Morris/Gully, S Le Noa/Le Blancq, Cotillard/Lucas, 
Andy Corner/Ade Camp (Peugeot 205). Le Noa made the most of sunny Jersey weather for victory







Who were the stand-out BTCC performers in 2018? We find out
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REVIEW: BRITISH TOURING CARS

I
n a season where there
have been 17 individual
race winners, picking out
the cream of the crop has
been harder than ever –
which is why Motorsport
News has chickened out!

We have polled team managers from

each of the outfits represented on the

grid and asked them to select their top 10

drivers of 2018 in the British Touring

Car Championship, and the results

are a real insight from the men who

scrutinse every practice, qualifying

session and race event.

The rules were simple: they had to

nominate the 10 drivers in order and

they weren’t allowed to choose anyone

who had raced for their own team

during the last campaign. Motorsport

News got its calculator out and totted

up the scores.

TOP 10
DRIVERS

1 TOM INGRAM 2COLINTURKINGTON 3 ASH SUTTON

4 JACK GOFF 5 JOSH COOK 6 DAN CAMMISH

7 ADAM MORGAN 8 ANDREW JORDAN 9 TOM CHILTON 10 AIDEN MOFFAT

TEAM: SPEEDWORKS MOTORSPORT CAR: TOYOTA AVENSIS
QUALIFYING AVERAGE: 11.18 POLES: 0 
WINS: 3 FASTEST LAPS: 5 PODIUMS 9 
CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION: 2ND

TEAM: WSR CAR: BMW 125I M SPORT 
QUALIFYING AVERAGE: 9.55 POLES: 0 
WINS: 1 FASTEST LAPS: 4 PODIUMS: 10 
CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION: 1ST

TEAM: TEAM BMR CAR: SUBARU LEVORG GT
QUALIFYING AVERAGE: 13.73 POLES: 1
WINS: 6 FASTEST LAPS: 3 PODIUMS: 8
CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION: 4TH

TEAM: EUROTECH RACING CAR: HONDA CIVIC TYPE R
QUALIFYING AVERAGE: 9.36 POLES: 2 
WINS: 2 FASTEST LAPS: 0 PODIUMS: 5 
CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION: 8TH

TEAM: POWER MAXED RACING  CAR: VAUXHALL ASTRA
QUALIFYING AVERAGE: 12.91 
POLES: 1 WINS: 2 FASTEST LAP: 4
PODIUMS: 6 CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION: 6TH

TEAM: TEAM DYNAMICS CAR: HONDA CIVIC TYPE R
QUALIFYING AVERAGE: 6.36 POLES: 1
WINS: 2 FASTEST LAPS: 0 PODIUMS: 7
CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION: 10TH

TEAM: CICELEY MOTORSPORT
CAR: MERCEDES-BENZ A-CLASS
QUALIFYING AVERAGE: 12.73 POLES: 1
WINS: 3 FASTEST LAPS: 2 PODIUMS: 6
CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION: 7TH

TEAM: WSR CAR: BMW 125I 
M SPORTQUALIFYING 
AVERAGE: 8.91 POLES: 0 WINS: 1 
FASTEST LAPS: 0 PODIUMS: 6 
CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION: 5TH

TEAM: MOTORBASE PERFORMANCE
CAR: FORD FOCUS RS
QUALIFYING AVERAGE: 9.18 POLES: 0
WINS: 1 FASTEST LAPS: 3 PODIUMS: 6
CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION: 3RD

TEAM:  LASER TOOLS RACING
CAR: MERCEDES-BENZ A-CLASS
QUALIFYING AVERAGE: 16.82 POLES: 0
WINS: 1 FASTEST LAPS: 0 PODIUMS: 3 
CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION: 16TH

Two wins and eighth in the 
championship might seem like a slim 
return for Jack Goff, but that is only 
because the expectations are so high. 
After being the form man at the end of 
2017, he was expected to kick on in 
2018. He had consistency in the 
Eurotech Honda Civic Type R going 
into the season, and when things 
clicked together, the 27-year-old flew 
– wins at Brands Indy and again in a 
last-gasp dash to the line at Snetterton 
proved that – but there were some 
meetings where the car simply wasn’t 
at the races in terms of handling.

When Josh Cook crossed the line 
ahead at Donington Park in April, it 
seemed unremarkable – except it 
was. The Bath racer has increasingly 
become a major player in the category 
since his debut in 2015 and it was 
hard to fathom that he had yet to 
have a win. That breakthrough led 
to another win at Thruxton and he 
was a real championship threat. A 
disastrous weekend at Oulton with 
mechanical trouble and a shunt was 
followed by another at Croft, where 
his brakes failed in race one, knocking 
the stuffing out of his title aspirations.

The rookie had immediate pace, 
but that was never going to be in 
question. He was in the potent 
factory Honda Civic Type R and had 
proven pedigree, but things rarely 
run smoothly in BTCC. Cammish 
wears his heart on his sleeve and his 
desperation for the big result was 
evident. In the end, he had to wait 
until the final meeting of the year for 
a brace of wins – but that rounded off 
a very solid season for a man with no 
front-wheel-drive experience at the 
start of the year and one who hadn’t 
tested at the majority of the tracks. 

Adam Morgan was second in the points after the 
opening 12 rounds of the year with two wins in his 
account in the Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes-Benz 
A-Class – but the wheels came off at Croft, literally, 
with a shunt and that was followed by a similar 
nightmare at Snetterton, with two offs in the opening 
two races. He bounced back with his first BTCC 
career pole at Rockingham – and that led to his third 
2018 win which he backed up with a second place in 
race two, but the damage had been done. Can fly, but 
needs to learn to collect points everywhere.

If there was bad luck going around in 2018 it seemed 
magnetically attracted to the Pirtek-backed WSR 
BMW 125i M Sport of Andrew Jordan. Reliability 
was suspect throughout, with big points thrown 
away at Donington Park with turbo issues and then 
electrical problems at Silverstone. Being carted out 
of Thruxton in an ambulance because of illness didn’t 
help either. Take away those factors and he could 
easily have added to his one victory – indeed, he 
went to Silverstone in with a real shot of reining in 
team-mate Colin Turkington, which is to his credit.

There is no more enthusiastic competitor than Tom 
Chilton, and he found a very happy home with the 
Motorbase Performance team in the restyled Ford 
Focus RS. The former Independents Trophy winner 
was a threat everywhere without really knocking on the 
door of a consistent breakthrough. Mastered the wet 
weather superbly at Knockhill to soak up pressure for 
his only win of the year, but his guile kept him in the hunt 
right until the very end. Was outshone by his team-mate 
Sam Tordoff in the qualifying stakes but showed that 
maturity keeps the points tally ticking over.

Aiden Moffat was distant in the points, but that
doesn’t tell the full story of his year. When he was 
in the groove he flew: but those weekends were 
too few to be considered as one of  the series’ top 
performers. Moffat’s win at Silverstone was taken 
under the most severe pressure from championship 
chasers Tom Ingram and Colin Turkington, and he 
showed how much more composed he is as a driver 
as never once did he look like throwing it away. He 
says work on his mental preparation away from the 
track has paid dividends and it showed. 

Tom Ingram has a habit of making 
progress in every BTCC season he 
contests. After a maiden win in 2016, 
he took multiple victories on his way to 
third overall in the points, and the 
Independents Trophy in 2017. There was 
only one place left to go and boy, did he 
give it a shot. The pace in the slippery 
Speedworks Toyota Avensis – especially 
when it was shorn of weight – was 
something to behold. But he was in the 
title race all year which meant he came 
to most meetings carrying significant 
success ballast – indeed, only 15 per 
cent of his points total came from race 
ones. There were several mechanical 
gremlins which crept into the system to 
rob him of vital points – at Thruxton, 
Snetterton and crucially at Rockingham, 
where a fly-by-wire throttle issue stopped 
him on the final lap. These necessitated 
climbs through the pack and that is where 
he made his mark, performing beautiful 
overtaking moves to rescue what he 
could. He has now got the experience 
of a title showdown, there is another 
building block in his BTCC education.

Six victories over the course of 30 races 
helped Ash Sutton to lift the British Touring 
Car Championship in 2017 – and he 
had done that despite not scoring a 
single point in the opening meeting of the 
year at Brands Hatch. Things were more 
promising in the opener this year, but a new 
engine tuner (Swindon Racing Engines)  
for the flat-four motor meant that the Team 
BMR boffins were struggling to extract 
the maximum from the powerplant. There 
were slim pickings for Sutton in terms of 
results until the series went to Croft. There, 
refreshed aerodynamics and alterations 
to the ride height transformed the Levorg. 
That is where the six wins came from: 
because of his difficult start he came into 
each subsequent meeting with much less 
weight than the title battlers. To prove the 
point, 77 per cent of his points came in 
the last 15 races – with a smoother 
beginning to the campaign, he could 
have retained his title. Despite the woe, 
his racecraft showed itself to be the best 
on the grid with some truly epic battles – 
including his dogfight to win the final 
round of the year.

WSR and Colin Turkington admitted 
themselves that they didn’t have the 
fastest car throughout the 2018 
season and, for that reason, can 
rightly claim that lifting the silverware 
this year was probably their greatest 
achievement together. The BMW 
125i M Sport is longer in the tooth 
than some of the other machines out 
there and Turkington was forced to 
box clever: something he is an 
acknowledged expert at. There were 
some painful reliability problems – 
particularly an electrical issue at 
Donington Park which left him with 
just six points from the three races. 
He had some emotional strains to 
overcome too as his mother passed 
away just before the rounds at 
Oulton Park, but he put them to one 
side and took his only victory of the 
campaign. Driving-wise, Turkington 
remains error-free even under the 
greatest of pressure, and it was 
this facet of his abilities that kept 
him at the head of the points table. 
This was a deserving champion.

BTCC TEAM 
MANAGERS PANEL
Stuart Parker (Team Parker Racing); Oly Collins (Motorbase 
Performance); Bob Moffat (Laser Tools Racing); Shaun Hollamby 
(AmD Tuning); Bert Taylor (BTC Norlin); Micky Sergeant (Team BMR); 
Russell Morgan (Ciceley Racing); Christian Dick (Speedworks 
Motorsport); Tony Gilham (Team Hard); Simon Belcher (Handy 
Motorsport); Martin Broadhurst (Power Maxed Racing); Jeff 
Smith (Eurotech Racing); Dick Bennetts (WSR); James Rodgers 
(Team Dynamics); Matt Simpson (Simpson Racing).

THE TEAM MANAGERS’
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Tom Chilton: Knockhill king

Tom Ingram (right) won at Silverstone

THE 17 RACE WINNERS IN FULL
1 JACK GOFF
Round 1, Brands Hatch

Round 16, Snetterton

Jack Goff hit the ground running in his 
Eurotech Honda with a perfect pole-to-flag 
triumph in round one, and then held his 
nerve against Ash Sutton to win the 
opener at Snetterton.

2 SENNA PROCTOR
Round 2, Brands Hatch

Senna Proctor won one of the most exciting 
BTCC races of the year when the drying 
track played to those on slicks late on. 

3 TOM INGRAM
Round 3, Brands Hatch

Round 5, Donington Park

Round 26, Silverstone

The Toyota Avensis was fast in a straight 
line and Tom Ingram lapped up the races 
where he had no weight. 
 

4 JOSH COOK
Round 4, Donington Park

Round 8, Thruxton

A maiden win at Donington was 
accomplished and Josh Cook’s charge 
through the pack at Thruxton for a second 
win in his Power Maxed Astra was superb.

5 ADAM MORGAN
Round 6, Donington Park

Round 9, Thruxton

Round 19, Rockingham

The Ciceley Merc, refined over the winter, 
was a more potent car and Adam Morgan 
showed his progress. Was untouchable in 
race one at Rockingham. 

6 MATT NEAL
Round 7, Thruxton

Round 18, Snetterton

Matt Neal was tasked with turning the 
Honda Civic Type R car into a winner and 
he did it at Thruxton. The win in the special 
double diamond race was pure class.

7 MATT SIMPSON
Round 10, Oulton Park

The former Hot Rodder learned well from 
team-mate Jack Goff and, at Oulton Park, he 
was untouchable. He was on pole and won. 

8 COLIN 
TURKINGTON
Round 11, Oulton Park

The only win of Colin Turkington’s year 
was taken at a circuit which favours the 
rear-wheel-drive BMW 125i M Sport.

9 ROB COLLARD
Round 12, Oulton Park

Rob Collard took his first career win at 
Oulton before being forced to stand 
down on medical grounds and hand over 
to son Ricky.
 

10 ASH SUTTON
Round 13, Croft

Round 14, Croft

Round 17, Snetterton

Round 20, Rockingham

Round 22, Knockhill

Round 30, Brands Hatch

The class of the field over the latter part of 
the year, Ash Sutton’s performances were 
always spellbinding and he was the most 
successful man of the year.

11 DAN LLOYD
Round 15, Croft

He joined the series late on and was simply
unstoppable in race three at Croft.

12 CHRIS SMILEY
Round 21, Rockingham

The BTC Norlin man had shown his pace 
early in the year but had to wait until 
August for a win.

13 ANDREW 
JORDAN
Round 23, Knockhill

The WSR man inherited a win when the 
top two were kicked out for rideheight 
problems at Knockhill.

14 TOM CHILTON
Round 24, Knockhill

A consistent season was crowned by an 
under pressure triumph at Knockhill.

15 SAM TORDOFF
Round 25, Silverstone

Probably the unluckiest man on the grid. He 
was the top qualifier, and finally converted 
that potential at Silverstone in race one.

16 AIDEN MOFFAT
Round 27, Silverstone

His triumph at Silverstone was a controlled 
performance under real pressure.

17 DAN CAMMISH
Round 28, Brands Hatch

Round 29, Brands Hatch

Was desperate for a win, and then got two 
in the finale.

COLIN TURKINGTON

TOM INGRAM

TOM CHILTON

ASH SUTTON

ANDREW JORDAN

JOSH COOK

KEY

Josh Cook’s Vauxhall took two wins during the year

Andrew Jordan inherited his only win at Knockhill

Ash Sutton was the driver with the most triumphs

Nobody could keep pace with Matt Simpson’s Honda at Oulton

Sam Tordoff took until the penultimate meeting to take a win

Two podiums put 
Colin Turkington 
back in the game

Two wins put Ash 
Sutton (Subaru) 
in the title hunt

A podium in race 
one helps Tom 
Chilton to third

Damage on a tough 
weekend is a set-
back for Josh Cook

Tom Ingram scores strongly at 
Silverstone, but is 34 points behind
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Lundqvist (Double R);
2 Tom Gamble
(Fortec) +3.097s; 3
Billy Monger (Carlin);
4 Manuel Maldonado
(Fortec); 5 Ayrton
Simmons (Chris
Dittmann Racing); 6
Krish Mahadik
(Double R). Fastest
lap Lundqvist
1m58.879s
(110.85mph). Pole
Lundqvist. Starters 18.
Race 2 (2 laps) 1
Josh Mason (Lanan);
2 Ben Hurst
(Hillspeed) +0.777s; 3
Arvin Esmaeili
(Douglas); 4 Clement
Novalak (Carlin); 5
Sun Yue Yang (Carlin);
6 Kush Maini (Lanan).
FL Gamble 3m29.565s
(62.88mph). P Mason.

Kjaergaard 446; 3
Maini 366; 4 Mahadik
358; 5 Gamble 346; 6
Monger 301.

Radical Challenge
Steve Burgess

GT Cup
Race 1: Paul Gibson
(McLaren 650S)
Race 2: Gareth
Downing (Mosler
MT900)

LMP3 Cup
Duncan Williams/
Bradley Smith
(Norma M30)

Monoposto
Alex Fores (Dallara
F301)

Linus Lundqvist has been the
dominant driver in BRDC British
Formula 3 this season but it took
until the final round for him to
clinch the title, which he did in
emphatic style with a lights-to-
flag victory at Silverstone.

The Swede came into the event

having suffered a nightmare weekend

the previous round at Donington

Park where, on the cusp of the title,

his championship lead was more

than halved by Nicolai Kjaergaard.

With just 50 points between them

and a potential 107 points available

last weekend the title was still very

much up for grabs.

Qualifying was held in the wet on

the Grand Prix layout and as the

session drew to a close and conditions

improved, Lundqvist found himself

exchanging fastesttimeswithCarlin’s

BillyMongerandFortec’sTomGamble.

ButtheDoubleRdriverdidenough,

securingpoleby0.387sfromMonger,

GambleandthenKjaergaardwho

neededtofinishat leastseventhto

takethetitlebattle intoSundayif

Lundqvistweretowinraceone.

Unbeknown to most people in the

paddock though, Kjaergaard was

nursing an injured left-hand picked

up in the final test session on Friday

when an F3 Cup competitor collided

with the front of the Dane’s car.

Bandaged, swollen and unable to grip

the wheel properly, questions remained

whether his hand could manage the

duration of the race on a now dry track.

Before the end of the first lap it

mattered little however, as the Carlin

driver was in the gravel at Farm and

out of the race.

“I was behind Billy and he was off

through Abbey and he came back on

and had a snap of oversteer, I went

around the outside [through Farm]

and also had a snap of oversteer. I

caught it but was going through the

gravel,” he recalled.

With Kjaergaard out Lundqvist

only needed to finish third to seal the

titlebutdroveonunawareof hisrival’s

retirement,pullingalmost3.5seconds

clearof Gamblebyhalf-distanceand

maintainedaleadhewasnevertolose

onhiswaytothecrown.

“Ididn’tknowthatNicolaihadgone

DominikJacksonwascrownedRadical

Challengechampionafterheavyrain

causedtheabandonmentof themeetingwith

onlyoneof theseries’threeracesrunning.

Thefirstlapof Saturday’sracewasrunbehind

thesafetycarbut, fromthegreenflag,title

rivalsJacksonandSteveBurgesshitthefront.

ButonadryingtrackBurgess’wettyres

soonwentoff, leavingJacksonseven

secondsclearof JeromedeSadeleerat

thepitstopwindowwithBurgessand

BrianCaudwellcontestingthird.

Jacksonoptedtostayonwetsbut,having

changedtoslicks,Burgesssoonreeledhim

totakeadominantvictory.DeSadeleer

consolidatedsecondwithCaudwelltaking

thirdontheroadbeforeatimepenaltyin

lieuof astop/goforpitlanespeedingwas

added,droppinghimtoeighth.

KristianJeffreycompletedthepodium,

havingbeatenJacksonoutof Woodcoteon

thelastlapbutfourthplacewouldprove

enoughforJacksontotakethetitle.

ItwasonewineachforPaulGibson’s

McLaren650SandGarethDowning’s

MoslerMT900inthetwoGTCupsprint

races.GibsonledthroughCopseonthe

openinglapof thefirstracewhileKevin

Riley–sharingtheMoslerwithDowning–

andBobBerridge’sVolvoS60hadatouch.

PaulBailey’sFerrari488Challengelost

secondtoJohnSeale’ssimilarcaronthe

fourthlap,butBerridgeoustedBaileythree

lapslaterforthirdandclosedinonSeale.

Hewasaheadontothelastlap,onlytorun

wideonthedampatBrooklandsandhand

theplacebacktoSeale,asGibsondominated

towin.

TheLamborghiniHuracansof Chris

YarwoodandTimRichardscompletedthe

topsix,afterRileyandChristoforouPantelis’

Ferrari488Challengeoutbrakedeachother

atBrooklandstwolapsfromhome.

AlthoughGibsongotawayfirstinracetwo,

DowningwasnowintheMoslerandledfrom

thesecondlapasdarknessbegantofall.

Gibsonmanagedtoretainsecondbuthad

Berridgeasaconstantshadowasboth

continuedtoholdstation.

Behindtheleadtriowasafive-carbattle,

whichragedformostof therace.Seale

wonthetusslefromRichards,Pantelis,

YarwoodandBailey.

AlatesurgefromPantelisnetted

himfourthwithalaptogo,butheundid

hishardworkwithalock-upwhich

droppedhimbackdowntosixth.

ChristianOlsenbuiltacomfortable

leadinthe LMP3Cupbeforehandinghis

LigierJSP3overtoNickAdcock.

OnceJackButelhadtakenoverfrom

DominicPaulbehindthewheelof their

Ligierthough,hebegantocloserapidlyas

JohnnyMowlem,BradleySmithandColin

Nobleclosedinfrombehindaswell.Smith’s

NormaM30eventuallyovertookMowlem

andButelonthesamelapandintosecond.

SmithcontinuedtoclosedownAdcock’s

leadandmadethedecisivemoveatVillage

withalaptogo,withbothMowlemand

Noblefollowingthrough.WithMowlem/

BonamyGrimesgivenatracklimitspenalty,

theydroppedtofourth,withsecondenough

togiveNobleandTonyWellsthetitle.

Therewasalsoanattempttoruna

MonopostoraceonSundaymorningin

thepouringrain.Aftertwolapsbehindthe

safetycaritwentgreen,butwasred-flagged

alaplaterwithanumberof frontrunners

alreadyheadingpitwards.AlexFores’

DallaraF301wasdeclaredthewinner,

fromJamesDensley’sTatuusFormula

RenaultandRichardGittings’JediMk6.

PeterScherer

off, itwasverycleverof them

[DoubleR]nottotellme,”saidan

emotionalLundqvistaftertherace.

“Iguessthat’swhattheyhadin

theirminds[nottellingLundqvist to

keephimfocused].

“AsIwonIsawmypitboardsaid

‘P12018’andthat’snotusuallywhat

itsays,soonthein-lapIwasthinking

whatdidtheymean?

“ButwhenIcameintothepitsIput

oneandonetogether.

“Ididn’treallythinkthatIwasgoing

towinit today[Saturday], Iwaspretty

sureitwouldstillbeupforgrabs

tomorrow[Sunday]asIwouldneed

Nicolainottofinish.

“It’sunrealandjustreallyemotional.”

Lundqvist’sraceonedomination

wasafittingwaytosealthetitle,and

evenmoreaptgiventhecircumstances

of howitcouldhavebeensecuredthe

nextday.

WhileSaturday’sracehadbeen

heldinglorioussunshine,Sunday

wasawashout.

Beginning45minutesbehind

schedule, thefullreverse-gridsecond

racestartedbehindthesafetycarand

afteronlytwolapstheredflagwas

shownandresultsdeclared,meaning

LananRacing’sJoshMasonbecame

the10thdrivertowinaracethisyear.

“I justcouldn’tseeanything,Icould

barelyseethesafetycarandcould

barelykeepthecarinastraightline,”

hesaid.

“It’sgoodthattheystoppedtherace

butIdon’t thinkweshouldhavegone

outinthefirstplace.”

Withnoimprovementintheweather

ortrackconditionsMotorSportVision

Racing, theclubinchargeof the

meeting,abandonedtheremaining

raceswhichincludedthethirdand

finalBritishF3roundof theseason.

ThedecisionmeantthatLundqvist

alsosealedtheSunocoWhelen

Challenge,onlyrequiringaninth-

placefinishtosecurethespot if the

racehadgoneahead.

Hewill traveltoAmericatocompetein

theDaytona24HoursnextJanuaryina

DPimachinetoround-off whathasbeen

analmostperfectseasonfortheSwede.

Second race was red-flagged because of rain and third race was cancelled

Radical Challenge title went to Jackson in shortened meeting

Meeting abandoned as rain batters Silverstone, but series champions still crowned
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DONINGTON PARK: BRSCC BY MARK PAULSO OCTOBER 13/14
Photos: Mick Walker

TCR UK
Race 1: Dan Lloyd
(Volkswagen Golf GTI)
Race 2: Josh Price
(Honda Civic Type R
FK2)

Mazda MX-5
Supercup
Race 1: Luke Herbert
Race 2: Aidan Hills
Race 3: Steve Roberts

National Formula
Ford
Race 1: Rory Smith
(Medina JL18)
Race 2: Rory Smith
(Medina JL18)
Race 3: Luke Cooper
(Swift SC16)

Civic Cup
Race 1: Bruce
Winfield (FN2)
Race 2: Ben Sharpe
(EP3)

BMW Compact Cup
Race 1: Steven Dailly
Race 2: Ian Jones

OSS
Race 1: Jon-Paul Ivey
(Radical PR6)
Race 2: Richard Wise
(Chiron LMP)
Race 3: Richard Wise
(Chiron LMP)

HRDC Classic Alfa
Challenge
Chris Snowdon
(GTV 2000)

HRDC Allstars
Tom Bell
(Austin Mini Cooper S)

HRDC Touring
Greats
Darren McWhirter
(Jaguar Mk1)

WINNERS

Golf driver was masterful

in the wet in race one

Luke Herbert successfully defended

hisMazdaMX-5 Supercupcrown in

tricky conditions at Donington Park.

Herbert and Jack Harding had

headed into the meeting level on points,

but the advantage swung Herbert’s way

when he secured pole position for races

one and two, while Harding could only

qualify 14th and 11th. Wet conditions

had hurt Harding, who had no new

tyres left from his season’s allocation.

Come the dry race one, it was a different

story. Harding carved through the

field and came close to nicking the

win from Herbert on the final lap.

Heavy rain on Sunday morning

meant Harding would suffer again.

While Herbert followed home Aidan

Hills, who scored his second victory

of the season, Harding was only eighth

after the race was red-flagged with

just four laps completed. A six-car

accident on the run to McLeans had

left Sam Tatler and Colin Bysouth

requiring trips to hospital with

suspected broken bones.

From the reversed-grid pole in race

three, Harding needed the win and

fastest lap, with Herbert no higher than

fourth. A poor start dropped Harding

to sixth, and his recovery to third

behind Steve Roberts and Hills wasn’t

enough. Once he knew the job was

done, Herbert eased off to finish sixth.

With theNational Formula Ford

title already decided, champion Niall

Murray sat out the final rounds,

opening the door for Rory Smith to

secure a pair of wins, his first in the

National Championship. In a frenetic

opener, Smith passed Matt Round-

Garrido and polesitter Joey Foster

for the lead, then benefited when

Foster hopped the Roberts chicane’s

sausage kerb, forcing Round-Garrido

into evasive action. Luke Cooper

passed Michael Moyers for second

on the outside at Redgate.

Smith’s second win came courtesy

of an inside pass on Moyers at Redgate,

with Michael Eastwell further

demoting his Kevin Mills Racing team-

mate. Cooper won a shortened third

race in very wet conditions from

American duo Jake Craig and Carter

Williams, the best results for both.

Rob Baker condemned team-mate

Mark Grice to finish as runner-up in

theCivic Cupstandings for a third

consecutive year. Ninth in race one

following an early off at Hollywood

when avoiding a slow car, Baker was

rescued by the top-10 reversal for

Sunday’s grid. He followed home the

fast-starting Ben Sharpe while Grice’s

hopes were dashed when he went off

in the wet at Schwantz Curve. Bruce

Winfield had beaten Grice to the flag

in Saturday’s curtain raiser.

Champion Steven Dailly won the

firstCompact Cuprace after passing

Ian Jones at Coppice on the final lap,

LLOYD FINALLY LANDS TCR UK CROWN
Asthe inauguralTCRUK
championshipapproached its
midwaypoint in thesummer, it
looked like therecouldonlybe
oneoutcome.

DanLloydwasunbeateninsixstarts

andhadtakenmaximumpointsfrom

qualifyingwiththreepolepositions.

Butoverthenextthreemeetings,

therewasonlyonefurtherwinforthe

WestCoastRacingVolkswagenGolf

GTIandLloydwasslappedwith30

penaltypoints–equivalenttoathird-

placefinish–forrobustmovesat

CastleCombeandOultonPark.

ThenadircamelastmonthatCroft,a

roundLloydhadhopedhe’dbeableto

skip,whenafterfinishingthirdinthe

opener,heretiredwithsuspensionfailure

inracetwo.Suddenly,OllieTaylor’s

PyroMotorsportHondaCivicwasin

therunning,just31pointsdownheading

intotheDoningtonfinalelastweekend.

Thecontrastingmindsetbetween

thetwodriverswasclearaheadof

Saturday’spracticesessions.Lloyd

appearedtense,desperatenottolet

thetitleslipfromhisgrasp.Taylor, in

hisfirstseasonof front-wheel-drive

racing,wasrelaxed,treatinganything

hecouldachieveasabonus.

ComeSaturdayevening,thetension

intheVWcampwaseasing.Lloydhad

scoredhisfirstpolepositionsincethe

beginningof JuneatBrandsHatchand

hewouldhavehisWestCoastracing

team-mates,AndreasandJessica

Backman,betweenhisGolf and

Taylor’sCiviconthegrid.Withhislead

extendedto35points,simplyremaining

aheadof TaylorinSunday’sfirstrace

wouldbeenoughtosealthetitle.

Lloyddulydelivered,andhedidit

instylewithadominantwin,butnot

withouthavingtowithstandfurther

tensionfirst.Sunday’storrentialrain

ledtotreacheroustrackconditions

andracingwassuspendedforacouple

of hoursafteracrashintheMazda

MX-5Supercup.

“Wehadtowaitsolong,wedidn’t

knowwhatwashappening,”saidLloyd.

Nowhalvedinlengthto15minutes,

whentheracefinallygotunderway,

Lloydkepthisnervetonailthestartand

leadintoRedgate.Taylorwasalsoquick

off theline,passingJessicaBackman

andeyeingamoveonherbrotherinthe

firstcorner,onlyforthereartostepout

andsendhimthroughthegravel.Taylor

slippedtoseventhandfacedanuphill

battletokeephistitlebidalive,buthe’d

climbedbacktofifthbytheendof thelap

afterLewisKentwentoff atCoppiceand

TaylordespatchedBackmanatRoberts.

Outfront,Lloydwastakingcommand,

buildinga3.6-secondleadoverAndreas

Backmanwithintwolaps.

“Whenyou’vegotriversgoingacross

thecircuit, Iknowexactlywherethe

riversarebecauseI’vedonesomany

dayshere[but]it’snotidealwhenyou’re

thefirstonethere,”Lloydsaid.“First

lap,ImadesureIgotroundandthen

crackedonfromthere.”

BythetimeJoshPricehadcleared

Backmanforsecondwithamoveatthe

OldHairpinonlapfiveof 11,Lloyd’s

advantagewasover6s.Priceretireda

coupleof lapslater,hisHondaCivic

havinglostfuelpressure,andLloyd

strokedhometowinby17s.Taylorwas

unabletofindawaypasthisteam-mate

FinlayCrocker,whocompletedthe

podiumbehindBackman,andthetitle

wasLloyd’s.

“Heshowedhisclassthere,”noted

WestCoastteammanagerJamesNixon.

Withthetitlesettled,thefinaleproved

tobeanaction-packedaffair,exceptat

theveryfront.Onhisreturntothe

championship,Pricehadstruggledin

dryqualifyingwithaballast-heavy

FK2-shapedCivicfollowingawinfor

SeanWalkinshawRacing’ssimilar

modellasttimeoutatCroft.Butfrom

thefrontrowof thereversedgrid,he

outdraggedpolesitterCarlSwift(Cupra)

andneverlookedback,claiminga

maidenwinbyadominant18s.

Swiftmaintainedseconduntilpast

half-distancewhenhestartedlosing

hisbrakes,eventuallyfadingtoeighth.

HisMaximumMotorsportteam-mate

StewartLinestookadvantagetoclaim

second,whileLloydcompletedthe

podiumafteraneventfulrace.Rapid

earlyprogressfromrowfivewas

undoneaftercontactwithTaylor

atMcLeansontheopeningtourand

thenwithKentalaplater.Butthenew

championpickedoff thoseinfront

withaplomb,includinganaround-

the-outsidemoveonCrockerinthe

CranerCurves,beforesecuringthird

byroundingAndreasBackmanat

Redgateonthefinallap.

Taylormeanwhilewassixthafter

atripthroughthegravelwhentrying

topassCrockerontheoutsidelineat

Coppiceearlyon.

ThiswastheclosestanyonegottoPrice(r)inracetwoasSwiftwassoonpassed

Herbert (l) and Harding were level on points heading into Donington

Herbert defends his MX-5 Supercup title after close fight with rival Harding

having earlier shuffled polesitter 

Matt Parkes down the order. Jones 

beat home Ben Huntley, Dailly and 

Parkes in a close race two.

Despite missing Saturday’s race 

while best man at a wedding, Josh 

Smith wrapped up the OSS title with 

the third in class he needed in the wet 

race two. That was dominated by the 

Chiron of  Richard Wise, who doubled-

up in race three. Jon-Paul Ivey won 

on Saturday, carving through from 

the back of  the grid after he’d run wet 

tyres on a drying track in qualifying.

The Classic Alfa Challenge, the 

Historic Racing Drivers Club’s latest 

initiative, brought a win for Chris 

Snowdon’s GTV after Ted Pearson’s 

early pressure ended with his Alfasud 

having a moment at Roberts mid-race.
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SNETTERTON: 750MC BY MARCUS PYE OCTOBER 13
Photos: Richard Styles, ERC Media

Locost
Races 1&2: Martin West

Formula Vee
Races 1&2: Graham Gant (WEV FV01)

Clio 182
Race 1: Patrick Fletcher
Race 2: Jack Kingsbury

RGB Sports 1000
Races 1&2: Christopher Wesemael
(Mittell MC-53)

750 Formula
Races 1&2: Ed Pither (PRS 1b)

Historic 750 Formula
Race 1: Ben Myall (Gerrell Mk1)
Race 2: Simon Boulter (Time 3B)

WINNERS
MarkBurton’sdominanceof the750
MotorClub’sLocostchampionship
leftslimpickings for rivals,but four-
timesecondplacefinisherMartin
West’sperseverancewasrewarded
onagloriouslywarmSnetterton
Saturday.Havingscoredhis
breakthroughwin,hedoubled-up
inacrackingfinale.

Fourthforthepasttwoyears,West’s

50-pointhaulvaultedtheabsentBen

Powneyfor2018’srunner-upspot.Ina

closebattleonthe200Circuit,podium

debutantDavidWinterfinished0.23s

behindWestinraceone,butMartin’s

daywasmadewhenbuddyPaulClark

landedsecondinthesequel.

Burton,ninetimesawinnerina

remarkablefirstfullseason,finished

thirdinbothsuper-cleanraceswhich–

followingchaosatDoningtonlast

month–werereplenishedto32.

WithfourvictoriestoDannyHands’

onecomingintoFormulaVee’s deciding

double-header,CraigPollarddeservedly

landedhisfirsttitlewiththeBearsGAC

team.Hands,2008’schampion,needed

twobigscorestostandanychanceof

denyinghim.Bothwins,however,went

toGrahamGant,takinghisseasonal

tallytosixfrom10startsinthe

beautifully-detailedWorm’sEyeView.

Handsransecondinraceone,but

whenhisGACjumpedoutof gearas

Gant’spursuersacceleratedoutof

Murrays,andwashitbyJamesHarridge

–atorncableleavinghisMaverick

brakelessatRiches–Pollardwashome

anddry.Hefinishedthird,behindmaster

WEST FOLLOWS MAIDEN
WIN WITH ANOTHER   

drafterIanBuxton(GAC),upfromeighth.

Thesecondstartwasquicklyaborted

whenatagfromAlexJones(BearsGAC)

atRichesflippedDavidLeniewski’s

AHSDominator,withoutpersonal

injury.Gantwontheshortenedrestart,

shadowedbyPeterBelsey.

PatrickFletcherresettheClio182

laprecordbeforesellingleaderJack

Kingsburyadummyinto‘theSearpin’to

winthefirstraceforatitlehat-trick.Don

deGraaff piledthroughtoo,andsurvived

alastlapclatterwithKingsburyatNelson

whichsentJackbacktofifth.Fletcher

satoutthesubsequentracewhichhis

runner-upKingsburyledthroughout.

RGBSports1000wenttothe wire, 

withtitlefavouriteBillyAlbone in Dave 

Watson’sSpireaselectricalgremlins 

againbluntedhisown’sengineduring 

Friday’stest.Thedefendingchampion 

startedsecond,andwasfourthbehind 

polemanChippyWesemaeland fellow 

MittellmenDannyAndrewand Paul 

Smith–whohadanoutsidechance 

of denyingAlbone–whenhissteed 

falteredinCoramandhepitted.

WhenSmith’sexhaustdetached 

Alboneanimatedlyledthecallto have 

hisnoisymachineblack-flagged and, 

whenPaulstopped,leaptaboard his 

cartofinish,unclassified,withanother 

title in his pocket.

Nobody threatened ‘Super Weasel’ 

Wesemael in the longer finale, in which 

the top four repeated, with Smith 

running second before retiring.

Ed Pither extended to eight his record 

of  winning every 750 Formula race he’d 

finished this year in the PRS, repaired 

following extensive damage sustained 

at Cadwell Park in July. The title went 

elsewhere, though, dramatically. With 

points leader Bill Cowley suspended, 

and former champ Albone twice beating 

Peter Bove (Darvi) to second as a non-

scoring invitee in his eponymous car, 

2017 runner-up Mark Glover needed 

one sixth place to snatch the crown. 

But the Racekits Falcon driver had 

to wait, for ignition switch failure 

rendered him a race one non-starter. 

Glover finished fifth, on the tail of

 Bob Simpson – in his 50th anniversary 

season – to seal the prize. 

Driving ancient bolides built by Stuart 

Gerrell and Tim Green, Ben Myall pipped 

Simon Boulter in the conventional 

Historic 750 Formula sprint race after 

early leader Christian Pedersen’s Austin 

7 Monoposto blew two spark plugs out 

and threw another blower belt. Simon 

Boulter’s Time 3B won the brilliantly-

handicapped multi-start closer.

Craig Pollard sealed the title

RACING REPORTS

ERC RALLY REPORT
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GRYAZIN CLAIMS UNDER 28 TITLE

I
n terms of tall orders, the
sixth running of Latvia’s
Rally Liepaja was right
upthereforChrisIngram.

TheBriton,ononlyhis

secondhigh-speedgravel

eventinanR5car,notonlyhadto

overcomeadearthof experienceof all

thingsfour-wheel-driveflatoutbetween

thetrees,healsohadtogetthebetterof

NikolayGryazintostandanychangeof

winningtheERCJuniorUnder28title.

DespitehisRussiannationality,

GryazinholdsaLatvianlicence,lives

inthecapitalRiga,speaksthelanguage

and–crucially–trainedtogofaston

thelongcornersandstraightsthat

makeupthisblastintheBaltics.

WithERCJuniorU28drivers

countingtheirbestfourscoresfromsix,

Gryazin’sthreevictoriestoIngram’s

Russian driver takes victory and R5 prize drive. By Graham Lister

Gryazin beat Ingram (top left) and Ahlin (top right) on roads he knows

Ingram drove well but fell short

solo success made him the man to watch.

Having turned 21 in the week leading 

up to the event and boosted by his outright 

win here 12 months ago and in Poland 

last time out in the championship last 

month, Gryazin didn’t disappoint, 

winning the Qualifying Stage on Friday 

and the first five stages of the event proper.

It would have been six in a row but for 

a puncture on Saturday’s closing run, 

although with a 19-second overnight 

advantage to Ingram, Gryazin wasn’t 

exactly troubled by his delay.

“Maybe I could be faster but it’s more 

about being strategic, knowing where 

to push and where not to push,” he said.

To underline his dominance, Gryazin 

added three Sunday stage bests to his 

tally for a lead of  36.8s with just the 

afternoon trio of  stages left. Although 

there were no more fastest times from 

the Sports Racing Technologies driver, 

neither was it necessary. Instead, 

Gryazin showed great maturity to 

keep out of  trouble to win the title and 

100,000 euros for his next career move.

“It feels good and I’m really satisfied,” 

Gryazin said. “I don’t show emotions too 

much but I’m really happy. We improved 

a lot this year, our pacenotes and our 

driving on Tarmac. We had a good 

strategy and a good preparation for each 

event. Now I look to next year. I think it 

will be WRC2 but I also get two rounds 

of  the ERC as my gift from Eurosport.”

From the high of  winning the ERC 

Junior U27 title in Latvia last season, 

Ingram had to make do with the U28 

runner-up spot behind Gryazin.

“I’m disappointed because we’ve 

worked so hard but we’re at the 

end with nothing,” said Ingram.

 “Nikolay deserves to be champion 

but it was really pleasing to be barely 

off  his pace on some stages.”

Fredrik Ahlin, last year’s British 

Rally Championship runner-up, beat 

Fabian Kreim to third place behind 

Ingram, a two-wheel moment through 

a ditch on the last stage not helping 

Kreim’s efforts to complete the podium.

Brit Rhys Yates fought back from a 

confidence-depleting moment on Sunday’s 

opener to finish seventh on his second 

outing in a Roman Kresta-run car. 

Catie Munnings won the ERC Ladies’ 

Trophy section on the event but lost the 

title to Spaniard Emma Falcon when 

dropped scores came into play. Petter 

Solberg’s son Oliver impressed in the 

two-wheel-drive class before stopping 

with a broken engine. 

RESULTS
European Rally Championship, round 7/7, Latvia, October 12-1 4

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR  TIME

1  Nikolay Gryazin/Yaroslav Fedorov  Skoda Fabia R5  +1h40m14.5s
2  Chris Ingram/Ross Whittock  Skoda Fabia R5  +43.3s
3  Fredrik Ahlin/Joakim Sjoberg  Skoda Fabia R5  +48.8s
4  Fabian Kreim/Frank Christian  Skoda Fabia R5  +57.0s
5  Lukasz Habaj/Daniel Dymurski  Skoda Fabia R5  +1m56.1s
6  Filip Mares/Jan Hlousek  Skoda Fabia R5  +2m25.7s
7  Rhys Yates/Elliott Edmondson  Skoda Fabia R5  +3m42.8s
8  Orhan Avcioglu/Burcin Korkmaz  Skoda Fabia R5  +7m29.0s
9  Tom Kristensson/Henrik Appelskog  Opel Adam R2  +8m38.4s
10  Martins Sesks/Renars Francis  Opel Adam R2  +8m59.1s

Class winners: ERC2: Sergei Remennik/Mark Rozin (Mitsubishi Lancer E10); ERC3: Kristensson/Appelskog; ERC Junior Under 28: 
Gryazin/Fedorov; ERC Junior Under 27: Kristensson/Appelskog. 

Deserved and welcome 

wins for West at Snett



WORLD RALLYCROSS: GERMANY
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L
ess than 20 minutes
after crossing 
the finish line 
first at Estering, 
via a visit to the 
podium, already 
crowned World 

Rallycross champion Johan 
Kristoffersson crossed the dirt 
road between the rostrum and the
media centre at the German venue
heading for the press conference. 

Before making it to the interview 

area, the Swede stopped by a timing 

screen and stared. With the kind of  

swift data analysis that would take a 

normal person significantly more 

time, the PSRX Volkswagen driver 

had digested the final results from the 

11th round of the series, in which he 

had won for an incredible 10th time. 

The self-proclaimed nerd turned 

to the nearest desk and asked, “What 

was the lap record?” 

The now double FIA World champion 

of course knew what the lap record was 

prior to the latest event, the 35.227s he 

himself  set 12 months earlier. But since 

then, the loose surfaces renowned for 

being rough had been redeveloped, 

cars have moved on further still and 

the times tumbled. 

What the 2018 Swedish Touring Car 

champion really wanted to know was 

had he bettered the best time of the 

weekend so far. Indeed he had. On lap 

two of the final Kristoffersson set the 

fastest lap of  the day, beating Niclas 

Gronholm’s best from the semi-finals, 

then on the next tour the double 

champion set the fastest lap of  the 

weekend to take the lap record in 

34.357s. That Kristoffersson seemed 

just as pleased with his lap time 

performance as he did with victory 

gives an indication as to his mindset, 

as did the fact that he so desperately 

wanted to win the German round. 

“I was doing my homework for 

Buxtehude before we went to America 

[round 10 in Austin a fortnight 

earlier],” he admitted after the final. 

Having previously ‘only’ netted a best 

finish of  fourth (in 2015) at the oldest 

circuit on the calendar, Kristoffersson 

arguably dropped the ball at Estering 

in 2017 having wrapped up the title a 

round earlier. He had got caught in the 

mid-pack melee in the semi-finals and 

didn’t make the final. This time around

the circuit-racing bred Swede had done

his homework, most notably on how 

best to make it around the first corner 

where rotating the car on gravel long 

before the apex is paramount, as the 

surface changes from loose to asphalt.

Although he was only fastest once in 

the qualifying stages, he again knew 

exactly how hard, and when, to really 

push in the final stages and proved 

just why he is on such an impeccable 

run by claiming another win. Behind 

Kristoffersson, Audi pair Mattias 

Ekstrom and Andreas Bakkerud 

were arguably closer than they’d been 

to the Volkswagen all year. Although 

they were pleased with a double 

podium, they were understandably 

more than a little disappointed not 

to have finished on the top step. 

More aggrieved still were Kevin 

Hansen and Gronholm. Driving a 

third, older-spec 208 WRX for the 

works Peugeot squad, Hansen made 

the final having run with the fastest 

drivers through qualifying. In the 

predictable first corner scrum, as 

second-row starter Petter Solberg 

tried to go around the outside and 

visited the gravel trap, Ekstrom and 

Kristoffersson struck the outside 

barrier, Bakkerud snuck into the lead 

and Hansen challenged Kristoffersson

for second in the run to Turn 2. Holding

third, Hansen almost certainly had 

enough in hand to be able to joker 

and maintain position, but the 2016 

NUMBER 10 FOR CHAMP
KRISTOFFERSSON
Hal Ridge saw the Volkswagen man perform to perfection again

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Kristoffersson (r) was 

again unstoppable

Europeanchampionhitthewall on the 

inside of  Turn 3 on lap four, which fired 

him head-on into the Armco on the 

outside of  the corner at speed. With the 

car badly damaged, Hansen removed 

himself  from the car but collapsed on 

the bank and the race was stopped. 

Hansen was taken first to the medical 

centre and then hospital, where he 

stayed overnight and was discharged. 

On the restart, Kristoffersson took 

the lead and headed the field for the 

duration from the Audi duo, while 

Gronholm took an early joker and on 

another day may well have finished 

better than fourth. On yet another 

occasion this season, driving a WRC-

derived Hyundai i20 run by his father 

Marcus’ GRX squad, Gronholm was 

best of  the drivers in the non-works 

backed cars and was right in the fight 

for a podium. If  Hansen and Gronholm 

keep driving in the same way, a podium 

or even more won’t be far away. 

Solberg was more conservative in 

the first corner of  the second running 

of  the final and took an early joker, 

but retired with engine failure on lap 

five. Regardless, his PSRX Volkswagen 

outfit secured the World RX teams’ 

RESULTS
FIA World Rallycross Championship round11/12
When: October 13/14 Where: Estering, Germany Starters: 42

POS DRIVER  CAR  TIME

1 Johan Kristoffersson Volkswagen Polo 3m33.568
2 Mattias Ekstrom Audi S1 +1.849s
3 Andreas Bakkerud Audi S1 +3.082s
4 Niclas Gronholm Hyundai i20 +5.030s
5 Petter Solberg Volkswagen Polo +2 laps
6 Kevin Hansen Peugeot 208 +6 laps

Super1600 (6 laps): 1 Aydar Nuriev (Skoda Fabia) 4m02.078s; 2 Rokas Baciuska (Audi A1) +1.392s; 3 Jesse Kallio (Renault 
Twingo); 4 Timur Shigabutdinov (Skoda Fabia); 5 Josef Susta (Skoda Fabia); 6 Gergely Marton (Skoda Fabia).

Audi do that: A1 swap for Baciuska pays off
Volland Racing had intended 

to introduce its Audi A1 into 

the European Rallycross 

Super1600 category for the 

start of the season. However, 

experienced driver, engineer 

and team boss Rolf Volland 

didn’t want to replace his 

existing Skoda Fabias until 

the Audis were proven to be 

better and faster. 

With testing undertaken and 

that fact clear, thanks to better 

engines, gearboxes, suspension 

and weight distribution, the 

first of the Audis arrived for 

round three in Norway.

While he didn’t win all 

the remaining events, the 

pacesetter from the middle 

of the year on was Volland

Racing’s Rokas Baciuska,

who entered the season 

finale with the points lead 

and finished second in the 

Intermediate Classification. 

He won his semi-final and 

finished second in the final after 

a close fight to secure the crown. 

Ironically, it was stable 

mate Aydar Nuriev in the older 

Skoda who was closest to the 

leader entering the finale, 

and closer still when the pair 

repeatedly banged doors on 

the opening lap of the final. 

The Russian took maximum 

points at Estering in a valiant 

effort to challenge for the title, 

but it wasn’t to be. Jesse Kallio, 

the 2017 RX Academy champion, 

finished the last final of the 

year on the podium in a Set

Promotion-run Renault Twingo.

Audis of Ekstrom and Bakkerud completed podium behind Kristoffersson

crown with an event to spare. 

While Volkswagen and Audi celebrated, 

it was a poor result for Peugeot as both 

Timmy Hansen and Sebastien Loeb 

didn’t make it through the semi-finals. 

Loeb retired after contact with Kevin 

Eriksson when trying to pass the Swede’s 

Ford Fiesta on the inside into Turn 2, 

while Hansen had first corner contact 

with Anton Marklund in semi-final one, 

which continued down the following 

straight. Marklund retired and Hansen 

was later disqualified from the race. 

Marklund’s GCK team-mate Liam 

Doran, driving a third Prodrive-built 

Megane RS RX, had a difficult weekend. 

Starting in the outside grid slot and 

unable to make optimal starts, Doran 

got caught in traffic through the event. 

A race win in Q4 and seventh best 

time may have lifted him into the semi-

finals, but for being disqualified from 

the Q1 results for touching the launch 

control button on the handbrake in 

the first corner of  his race. The Brit 

admitted a 0.1 second mistake rather 

than deliberate attempt to use the 

device as a way to control traction, but 

he would wind up 19th overall. Fellow 

Brit Oliver Bennett finished 15th.

Solberg (r) gets it 

wrong on initial start



Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk OCTOBER 17 2018 29

Photos: Colin Casserley, mkpics.net, Hal Ridge

ROOKE TO RETURN TO BRITISH RX
The 2016 champion to make a comeback at Silverstone in Ollie O’Donovan’s Ford Focus

ByHalRidge

The youngest British
Rallycross champion Dan
Rooke will return to the
series at Silverstone
next month.

Rooke,whohasn’traceda

Supercarsincethefinalround

of the2016seasonatCroft,will

driveTeamRXRacing’sFord

Focusalongsideteamowner

andtitle-contenderOllie

O’Donovan.Rookeracedin

theWorldRX-supportingRX2

categorylastseasonandwon

theSwedishround,buthas

onlymadead-hocdriving

appearancesthisyear.

“GoingbacktoBritishRX,

I’dliketopickupwhereIleft

off andfinishonthepodium,”

saidRooke.“It’sgoingtobea

challenge.I’venotdrivena

Supercarfortwoyears,but

I’dlikeIthinkIcangetupto

speedquitequickly.”

Rookehasalreadyracedon

theSilverstonecircuitinan

RX150buggyandtestedatthe

venueinaSupercarLites

machine.“Racingatahighlevel

inRX2lastyear,Ireallyhad

toscrubuponnotmaking

sillymistakes.I’mexcitedfor

Silverstone,thelevelishighin

BritishRXandthere’sonlyfive

pointsbetweenthetopthree

guysinthechampionship.

“Idon’twanttobegettingin

anybody’swaybutI’mgoing

theretogetthebestresultIcan

formyself. It’sraretogetthe

chancetoracethesecars,

Ican’tthankOllieenoughfor

theopportunity.”

O’Donovanhaswonthree

eventssofarthisseasoninthe

carRookewillraceinthefinale,

whiletheIrishmanwilldrivehis

FordFiesta.O’Donovanleads

thestandingsbyfourpoints

fromJulianGodfrey,withMark

Higginsafurtherpointbehind.

BritishSupernationalrallycross

driversJackThorneandTodd

Crooksareevaluatingastep

uptotheWorldRallycross-

supportingRX2category.

Bothdriverstestedtheseries’

single-make,four-wheel-drive

carsatatasterdayinSweden

recentlyandarelookingat

optionstocompeteintheclass.

The2016BritishRXchampion

DanRookefinishedasrunner-

upinRX2in2017,whilereigning

BritishRXchampionNathan

Heathcotehasracedinthe

seriesthisyear.

“TheLitescarwashugelyfun

andchallenging,”Crookssaid.

“Ontheloosesurfaceitwas

verychuckableandfast,andon

theTarmacitrequiredabsolute

precision.Ittookabitof getting

usedtobutonceI’dhadone

sessionIjustwantedtospend

alldayplayingwiththeset-up.

Thecarandchampionship

isagoodpackage.”

Rooke will

return to BRX

SPORTING SCENE

Hot Rods: Hednesford Hills
By Graham Brown

Organiser: Incarace When: October 14 Where: Hednesford Hills
Raceway Starters: 26.

Ameetingwhichstartedoutpromising

verylittleatthecoldandrain-swept

CannockChasetrackturnedintoa

realcracker,withthefinalperhaps

theraceof theseason.

Fourcarsstagedamagnificentfight

forthelead,thequarteteventuallybeing

ledhomebyShaneBland,onlyforhim

tofall foulof thetyreloggingrulesonce

againtohandthewintoChrisHaird.

Asthefieldsetoff intothepouring

rainfortheopeningheat, itwasIvan

Graysonwhoseizedtheleadbutwith

LeePepperhardafterhimwhenhe’d

overtakenPeterElliott.Pepperquickly

wenttothefront,althoughhisrunwas

interruptedbyayellowflagthrown

whenLewisShelleyandAndyLane

hadahomestraightcomingtogether.

ThirdmanTerryHunngotthejump

onGraysonattherestartandwassoon

ontermswiththeleader,butthepair

wereonlyabletoenjoytheirprivate

leaddiceuntilanotheryellowclosedthe

fieldupagain.Thatbroughtfastmover

Blandintotheequation,theEuropean

championnippingpastHunnthreelaps

fromhomeandthenPepperastheytook

thelastlapboard.Theracefinished

earlywithanothermulti-carincident

bringingaboutprematureredflags.

Graysongotawaywellagaininthe

secondracebuthadJamesMeadows

fillinghismirrorssoonafterthestart.

BriSCA F1
By Colin Casserley
Organiser: Skegness Stadium When: October 13 Where: 
Skegness Starters: 48.

StuartSmith Jr increased his lead in 

theNational Points Shootout series 

whichedged him closer to retaining 

histitle,but it was George Elwell who 

beattheShootout contenders across 

thefinishline at Skegness to record 

hismaiden BriSCA F1 final win.

SamJacklin grabbed the lead of  

theraceat the drop of  the green 

flagwithElwell in close pursuit, the 

duoopening up a sizable gap before 

Elwell forcedhiswayintothelead

just before the halfway point. Jacklin 

held onto second place until he 

tangled with Ryan Harrison with 

two laps to go. Both cars ended up 

stranded on the race track bringing 

out a yellow flag and bunching up the 

field. On the ensuing restart Elwell 

was able to hold on to his advantage.

The winner said: “I just tried to 

keep my head throughout the race 

and not push it too hard; I have been 

my own worst enemy recently. 

“We have made some changes on 

the car as well and that has given me 

belief  and confidence in the car. I 

owethiswintomycrewwhohasputa

lot of  hard work and hours in. I could 

not have won this without them. I 

didn’t need the yellow flag towards 

the end, but I told myself  to keep 

focused and just keep on doing what 

I had been doing all race.”

Dan Johnson came home second. 

He said: “ I messed up at the start of  

the race so I am pleased that I was 

able to fight back to get second.

“George Elwell drove a great 

race, he is one of  the up-and-coming 

drivers and credit goes to him.”

Tom Harris crossed the line 

third but was excluded from the 

resultswhenhefailedtogoto

the scrutineer’s scales directly 

after the race. 

Harris was unaware on leaving 

the track after the race that he had 

finished third. It is understood that 

he will appeal the decision to 

exclude him. 

Going into the sixth round of the 

shootout next Saturday at King’s 

Lynn, Smith holds a 35-point 

advantage over Mat Newson. 

Result
1 George Elwell; 2 Dan Johnson; 3 Stuart Smith Jr; 4 Ashley 
England; 5 Paul Harrison; 6 Will Hunter; 7 Karl Hawkins; 8 
Keith Barnard; 9 Frankie Wainman Jr; 10 Aaron Leach.

BTRDA Rallycross: Blyton Park
By Hal Ridge

Organiser: MDA/BTRDA When: October 14 Where: Blyton Park
Starters: 47.

IrishmanPatrickRyanqualifiedonpole

positionfortheSupermodifiedAfinaland

crossedthefinishlinefirstinthepenultimate

roundof theBTRDAClubmans

RallycrossChampionshipatBlytonPark.

RyanmadethebeststartasTonyLynch

hadcontactwithMikeDresseratthe

firstcornerof thefinal,Lynchrecovering

ahalf-spintorunsecond.

Onlaptwo,Lynchmovedintothelead

ontheloosesurfacesectionbutRyan

madealast-cornerovertaketo claim

victoryontrack.

Followingaprotest,Ryanwashandeda

five-secondpenaltywhichdroppedhim

behindLynchintheresults.However,

theresultremainsprovisionalasRyan

appealedtheamendedclassification,

whichwillbeheardattheseasonfinale

intwoweeks’time.

BMWMiniracerDavidBell,who

finishedsecondintheBfinalin

torrentiallywetconditions,deliveredan

impressivedrivetofinishonthepodium.

PaulJohnsonwoundupfourthandBfinal

winnerNickAngravewasfifth.Dresser

retiredfromthefinal.Theeventwascutto

twoqualifyingsessionstolimitweartothe

loose-surfacesectionsinthewet

conditions,anditwasPeugeot205

campaignerRyanStutchburywhostarted

frompoleintheClassicfinal, fromwhere

hewouldneverbeheadedonrouteto

victory.RyanTaylorfinishedsecondand

rallycrossstalwartDavidEwinrounded

off thetopthree.

PolishdriverJarekSuchowiecki took a 

commandingwinintheProduction 

categorywhileDaleFordfinished second 

andJoeMeskauskaswasthird. Mark 

Henryscoredapersonalbest result in 

fourthbutLukeMasonwasunable to 

startthefinalduetoabroken driveshaft. 

LukeConstantinecontinued an 

impressivefirstseasonof motorsport 

bymaintaininghisunbeaten run in the 

BTRDAJuniorcategory,racing a Suzuki 

Swift. ItwasaConstantinefamily lock-

outonthepodiumashiscousin James 

finishedsecondandolderbrother Tom 

wasthird.AmyBainesscored a personal 

bestresultof fourth.

DanBeattieclaimedvictory in the 

Production4x4categoryasthe only 

finisher.Hefendedoff earlyrace pressure 

fromPaulDavistoleadthroughout, 

DavisspinninghisSubaruon lap two. 

Onhisdebutintheclass,Dominic Flitney 

climbedtosecondwhenDavis spun. But 

heretiredaftercontactwhen Davis retook 

theposition.Davisthenalso dropped out 

withengineproblems.

Results
Supermodified: 1 Tony Lynch (Ford Ka) 6m35.056s; 2 Patrick 
Ryan (Vauxhall Nova) +4.816s; 3 David Bell (BMW Mini); 4 Paul 
Johnson (BMW M3); 5 Nick Angrave (Honda Integra); 6 Marc 
Jones (Toyota MR2).
Classic: 1 Ryan Stutchbury (Peugeot 205) 6m39.114s; 2 Ryan 
Taylor (BMW E30) +7.982s; 3 David Ewin (Ford Fiesta); 4 Martin 
Peel (Peugeot 205); 5 David Martin (Peugeot 205); 6 Richard 
Todd (BMW E30)
Production: 1 Jarek Suchowiecki (Citroen Saxo) 6m36.631s; 
2 Dale Ford (Citroen Saxo) +8.346s; 3 Juozas Meskauskas 
(Citroen C2); 4 Mark Henry (Alfa Romeo 147); 5 Thomas 
Edmunds (MG ZR); 6 Stephen Gaunt (Citroen C2).
Junior: 1 Luke Constantine (Suzuki Swift) 6m.57.270s; 2 James 
Constantine (Suzuki Swift) +11.380s; 3 Tom Constantine (Suzuki 
Swift); 4 Amy Baines (Vauxhall Corsa); 5 Morgan Wroot (Suzuki 
Swift); 6 Ben Sayer (Suzuki Swift)
Production 4x4: 1 Dan Beattie (Subaru Impreza) 6m29.272s; 

Haird inherits victory
in Hednesford thriller

Third helps Smith Jr to maintain his points lead but Elwell is the driver in form on the Skegness shale

British pairing look 
at RX2 opportunity

Ryan and Lynch have to wait for the final results

NATIONAL HOT RODS

BriSCA F1

BTRDA CLUBMANS RALLYCROSS

GraysonfellbackasMeadows briefly 

tookchargebeforeHunn rushed up to 

challengehim,theMazda driver hitting 

thefrontjustbeforeanother bout of  

yellowswerebroughton by Chris 

Cranesmackingthewall.

Astherainstopped,on the restart 

Hunnusedareallywide line 

tograduallyedgeaway from the rest, 

evenyetanothercaution period failing 

totroublehimonhisway to the flag. 

Meadowshungontosecond with Kym 

Weaverhomeinthird.

Followingafalsestart to the final,

whenseveralcarscrashed or spun, a 

single-filerestartsparked off  a real 

nail-biterof arace.

Blandshotawayatthe front with 

HairdzappingpastRob McDonald 

tosliceintothirdandthen second 

whenHunnranwide.With McDonald 

followingHairdthrough and Billy 

WoodsoonrelegatingHunn as well 

togofourth,thescenewas set for a 

no-holds-barredscrap to the finish.

BlandandHairddiced for the lead, 

withHairdalongsideseveral times 

withoutbeingabletomake the pass 

stick,allowingMcDonald to catch up 

andjoinin.Thesethree went at it flat 

out,withHairdstill trying to make an 

outsidepassandMcDonald attempting 

to bypass the others by going even 

wider. He eventually ducked under 

Haird instead as they passed half  

distance but then slid wide at the East 

bend allowing Haird by again and Wood 

too as he’d now arrived on the scene 

to complicate matters still further.

Then it was side-by-side place 

swapping every yard of  the way with 

positions changing hands almost every 

bend and no one taking the non-contact 

rule too seriously. Haird eventually 

managed to put himself  back ahead of  

McDonald three laps from home – Wood 

following him through – the multi-world 

champ then attacking Bland’s lead yet 

again to finish about half  a car length 

down as they raced under the chequers.

It was only after Bland’s car cruelly 

failed post-race scrutiny that he 

eventually lost the victory, handing 

the laurels to Haird. 

Results
Heat one: 1 Shane Bland (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Lee Pepper (Peugeot 
205cc); 3 Terry Hunn (Mazda RX-7); 4 Rob McDonald (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 5 Kym Weaver (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Chris Haird (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 7 James Meadows (Ginetta G40R); 8 Ralph Sanders 
(Vauxhall Tigra). Heat two: 1 Hunn; 2 Meadows; 3 Weaver; 4 Billy 
Wood (Vauxhall Tigra); 5 Bland; 6 Pepper; 7 Gavin Murray (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 8 Jason Kew (Ginetta G40R). Final: 1 Haird; 2 Wood; 3 
McDonald; 4 Kew; 5 Carl Waller-Barrett (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Murray; 
7 Hunn; 8 Colin Smith (BMW Z4); 9 Kenny Purdie (Vauxhall Tigra); 
10 Ivan Grayson (Vauxhall Tigra). Standings: 1 Kew 198; 2 McDonald 
183; 3 Murray 180; 4 Haird 175; 5 Wood 162; 6 Weaver 150.

Bland headed 

winner Haird

Elwell was top of the pile at Skegness
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Great news for Russell – andWilliams

Metro 6R4 action from the Myherin stage on Wales Rally GB taken by Richard Salisbury

Peter Atkins caught 

a flaming Skyline

James Nicholls and co-driver Grace

Lees push hard – shot by Ian Francis

Adrian Durnell’s shot of Seb Ogier

Anthony Underwood on Wales Rally GB

Alex Ireland’s shot

from the SMRC finale

Paul Trueman was in Deeside for WRC

Mike Bouts visited Slate Mountain stage

Duncan Stephens’ trialling photograph

Britain will have three drivers on the F1 grid in 2019, and that is a very positive step. Excitingly, too, all three of the drivers are top-level 
talents and should be able to prove their potential.

Everyone knows the skills of Lewis Hamilton, who is likely to remain at Mercedes as the world champion. But in Lando Norris at McLaren and George Russ
at Williams, we have the next wave of up-and-coming racers who have the skills to remain in the top flight for a very long time. Unlike Hamilton, who came int
with a winning car, both Norris and Russell will have an uphill task to turn around the fortunes of McLaren and Williams respectively.

That means there will be pressure on them both from the very beginning of their careers, but that is what grand prix racing is all about anyway. They will hav
perform at the very top of their games, but that is something they have both proved in F2 this season. They have shown that they are both capable of being w
champions – and now they both have a platform to prove it. 
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

A British combination gives fresh hope for the long-standing team’s revitalisati

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

A Volvo Amazon pushes 

on, by Paul Grimes
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LISTINGS

RACING
SATURDAY

OultonPark,Cheshire
BARCmeeting:BARCSaloons,
MightyMinis, JuniorSaloons,NW
Sports/Saloons,ClassicVWStarts
racing from1130hrs (qualifying
from0830hrs)Admissionadult
£16,under13 freeWebmsv.com
Contact08434539000

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
BrandsHatch,Kent

FormulaFordFestival:
FF1600,ClassicFF1600,Sports
2000,FordFiesta,Fiesta Junior, Irish
Supercars/GlobalGTLightsStarts
Saturday, racing from1320hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Sunday,
racing from1000hrsAdmission
adult£16,under13 freeWebmsv.
comContact08434539000

Silverstone,Northants
HSCCFinals:HistoricFormula3,
HistoricFF2000,HistoricFF1600,

TV GUIDE
Enjoy the final European Formula 

3 round of the year from Hockenheim

(Thursday, 0830-0930hrs, BT Sport 3).

Would Mick Schumacher continue 

his dominance and win the title or 

would Briton Dan Ticktum be able 

to stop him?

Catch the 1990 United States 

Grand Prix with F1 Classic Races 

as Ayrton Senna and Jean Alesi 

battled for the win (Thursday, 2100-

2130hrs, Sky Sports F1).

And tune in on Friday for highlights 

from the latest round of the World 

EnduranceChampionship

fromFuji,(0730-0830hrs,BTSport3)

asToyotatriedtowinonhomesoil.

LIVE TV

LIVE F1

FormulaRenault
Eurocup:
Barcelona

Race1:Saturday,
1130-1245hrs,
BTSport3

Euroformula
Open:
Barcelona

Race2:Sunday,
1200-1300hrs,BTSport
ESPN

NASCAR:
Kansas

Race: Sunday,
1830-2230hrs,
Premier Sports

UnitedStates
GrandPrix
SkySportsF1
HDcoverage

Drivers’press
conference:Thursday,
1700-1730hrs

FP1:Friday,
1545-1750hrs

FP2:Friday,

1945-2150hrs
FP3:Saturday,

1845-2015hrs
Qualifying:Saturday,

2100-2345hrs
Race:Sunday,

1730-2210hrs

Channel4HD
FP1:Friday,1555-

1735hrs (More4)
FP2:Friday,1955-

2135hrs (More4)
FP3:Saturday,

1855-2030hrs
Qualifying:Saturday,

2100-2330hrs
Race:Sunday,

1800-2215hrs

Joey Foster (r) won last year’s Formula Ford Festival, which is taking place again this weekend
Alonso back in WEC action

Historic Touring Cars, Guards 
Trophy, Historic Road Sports, ’70s 
Road Sports, Classic F3/Classic 
FF2000, Formula Junior, Classic 
Clubmans, Derek Bell Trophy Starts 
Saturday, racing from 1255hrs 
(qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday, 
racing from 1024hrs (qualifying from 
0900hrs) Admission £15, under 
15 free Web silverstone.co.uk 
Contact 08704 588260

Donington Park, Leics
BRSCC meeting: F1000, 
Porsches, Mazda MX-5, Production 
GTi, Fun Cup Starts Saturday, 
racing from 1130hrs (qualifying from 
0910hrs) Sunday, racing from 
0935hrs (qualifying from 0910hrs) 
Admission adult £16, under 13 free 
Web msv.com Contact 0843 453 
9000

RALLY
SATURDAY

Benone Tourist 

Complex, County Tyrone
Tyrone Stages Rally
Starts 1030hrs Admission free
Web cookstownmotorclub.com

SUNDAY
Pembrey circuit, 

Carmarthenshire
Fairfield Merlin Stages Rally
Starts 0930hrs Admission TBC
Web carmarthenmotorclub.co.uk

SPORTING SCENE
SATURDAY

Ipswich, Suffolk
National Hot Rods
Starts 1845hrs Admission adults 
£16, concessions £12, children £6
Web nationalhotrod.com

King’s Lynn, Norfolk
BriSCA F1
Starts 1730hrs Admission TBC
Web brisca.com
Details correct at time of press but 

please check before travelling

FORMULA FORD FESTIVAL ACTION

BR
SEASON REVIEW

HOW HAIGH/ADAM CONQUERED

F1 US GRAND PRIX
REPORT

CAN HAMILTON WIN FIFTH TITLE ON AMERICAN SOIL?




















