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Briton graduates to top flight with legendary team Sl

LK
/ f Williams Formula 1 team, “I'think this yearisaperfect
'3 iy George Russellishoping  opportunity for me tojoin
\ to establish himself as Williams and to getinto
the Grove outfit’s team Formula1,” said Russell.
leaderin2019,in a bid “Off the back of atough

to turn the struggling season [for Williams] this

squad s fortunes around. givesmethe chancetogo
/) Russell-whoisleading the inandbeateamleaderand
-/ Formula2championship push thisforward todevelop
/' Dby37pointswith oneround thingsintherightdirection.”
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CHAMPION MAKES IT 10 WINS IN 2018

KRISTOFFERSSON LANDS MORE WRX GLORY IN GERMANY P28
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ByJack Benyon

After becoming the first Briton
since Jenson Button to make
his Formula 1 debut with

the Williams team, George
Russell wants to establish
himself as ateam leader
inabid to turn the squad’s
fortunes around.

Russell, from King’s Lynnin
Norfolk,isleading by 37 points
inthe Formula 2 championship
thisyear withthe ART Grand
Prixteam. However, heisthe
last of the top threein the series
tosecureaseat for next year

Button was last Briton to make F1 debut with Williams

behind McLaren F1-bound Lando
Norrisand Formula E DAMS
convert Alexander Albon.
Mercedesjunior driver Russell’s
journeytoan F1seathasbeen
complicated by a volatile driver
market this year,ashehashad the
uncertainty of deputising Esteban
Ocon, whoisaMercedesjunior
already in F1 with Force Indiaand
theoretically higher up onthelist
for F1teams, but Russell has
scored a seat ahead of him.
The20-year-oldis thefirstdriver
tobe confirmed at Williamsnext
year, and wants tomake hismark
onthe Grove squad immediately.
“I'mextremely motivated,
Ithink thisyearisaperfect
opportunity formetojoin
Williams and to getinto Formula
1,” said Russell. “Off the back of
atough season [for Williamsin
F1]this gives me the opportunity
togoinandbeateamleaderand
push thisforward todevelop the
teamintherightdirection.
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“Formulalissuchacomplex
sportand you can’'tjustbefast.
Hopefully this opportunity will
show that not only I'm quick but
Icandevelop thisteam and push
everyoneintherightdirection.”

Russell began testing Formula 1
carsin 2017 with ForceIndia, and
hasdriven both the ForceIndia
and Mercedes carsin different
teststhisyear.

Aspartof astep-upinhisrole
with Mercedes—which beganin
2016 while he was competingin
European Formula 3 with Hitech -
hehasbeenincludedinallteam
briefingson F1 grand prix
weekends. Russell saysheis
hopingtomatch the dedication
hehas witnessed from Lewis
Hamilton-someone he believes
ispotentially misunderstood -
nextyearinabidtoestablish
himselfin F1.

“Thereason Mercedesare
wherethey areisnotonly they
have anincredibledriverin
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hack to the front

AIMS TO TURN
FORTUNES AROUND

Hamilton and Bottasas well,

they have two driversreally
pushingtheteamforwardinthe
rightdirection,” added the 2014
McLaren Autosport BRDC winner.
“Without thatthey wouldn’t

have the carthey do today.

“Away fromthe F2racesI'm
goingtoall of the grands prix
andI'min all of thedebriefs, I
gettoseehow they deal with the
engineers, their feedback and
the thingstheyfocuson. Lewisis
portrayed tobethis guy whois
not overly committed to Formula
1, he’s off doinghis other activities
and Formulalisalmostseen
assecondary tohismusicand
fashion by some people.

“Thisistotally notthe case.

“Heis 100 per cent committed,
he works extremely hard with
hisengineers and pushesthema
huge amount and motivates them.

“Youcan’tjustrely onnatural
talent,and even a guy of hislevel
isworkingtomake thishappen

andthat’swhatIhavetodo.”

Russell began carracingin
2014 with Lananin BRDC F4,
which he won, before two seasons
in European F3 duringwhich he
picked up Mercedes’ backing.
That was key tohisfuture
progressasRussellhasbeen a
driver who hasrequired help
with hisbudgettogoracing.

Russell graduated to F2 this
year after winning the GP3
Seriestitlein2017.

When asked if he thought his
story could inspire drivers who
need help with budget to progress,
hesaid: “Ithink so.Igotmyroleat
Mercedes with huge help from
Gwen Lagrue who used tolook
after Gravity Management. He
looked after anumber of drivers
like Esteban Ocon. He wasabigfan
of mine fromkartingandheended
up at Mercedes and he wastheone
whoreally pushed at Mercedes
to getme on their youngdriver
programme. T hope it goes to show

motorsport-news.co.uk OCTOBER 17 2018 3

Photos: LAT

Russell: record
Budapest time

In signing for Williams,
Russell () joins Norris (1)

—theresultsinkartingand cars
were good —butitstill camefrom
karting, thatinitial impression
on Gwen, itdoesn’t matter at what
point of your career, if you're
performing you will be looked at
and the opportunity can come.
I’d say believein yourself, keep
pushingatkartingandif

you’re doingthejob you will
berecognised.”

Russell has worked hard to
achievehis F1seat this year,
askingfor ameeting himself
with Williamsrather than being
soughtout.

“ThefirsttimeImet Toto
[Wolff, Mercedes team boss] was
off theback of an email Isentto
himwithmy CV attached and the
nextthingI knewIwassatinhis
office,” headded. “Again, the
meeting with Williams, I pushed
hard for thatfor myself.Ididn’t
wanttojustsitthereandletthings
happen forme, Thad togo out there
and makeit happen for myself.”

GEORGE RUSSELL CV

2018 Leading
Formula 2 with one
round remaining, six
wins and 10 podiums.
F1 test debut with
Mercedes, unofficial
lap record holder

at Hungaroring

2017 GP3 champion
with ART Grand Prix,
four wins and seven
podiums, F1 test
debut with Force India
2016 Thirdin
European F3 with
Hitech, two wins and
10 podiums, signs
with Mercedes as one
of its young drivers
2015 Sixth in debut
season of European
Formula 3 with

Carlin, one win and
three podiums

2014 First season

of carracing, wins -
BRDC F4 with Lanan, &

five winsand 11

podiums. McLaren Bt \

Autosport BRDC P S R i et o] _ Y

Award winner GP3titlewinnerin2017 with ART SixwinsinFormula2in2018

Lanan BRDC F4 champin 2014
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F1 ROUND-UP

FIA tries to clarify

The FIA has told the Formula 1 field
that if drivers make two separate
defensive movesinthe same
direction in the future they risk
being penalised. In the wake of
Sebastian Vettel’s double block

of Lewis Hamilton as they battled
for position in the Russian Grand
Prix, the incident was brought up
in the drivers’ briefing in Japan
earlier this month. Race director
Charlie Whiting said: “What I did
clarify tothemis thatif a driver
does two moves in the same
direction, thatis the same as doing
onein eitherdirection. So if Seb
had gone once, looked and then
gone again, very clearly, | think
thatwould be equally bad as
making a move in either direction.”

F1‘upside down’
Mercedes boss Toto Wolff reckons
changes to aerodynamic rules for
2019 could mixup F1's competitive
orderand allow ateamto gainan early
advantage. The new front wing
regulations, which make the devices
200mmwiderand 25mm deeperand
feature more simplistic designs, are
intended to aid overtaking. “That [rule
change] will change everything upside
down,” said Wolff. “Somebody might
find aloophole or an innovation or
understand how these cars work earlier
than others. There's a big variable in
those regulations next year, and we
could even have teams being right up
there that are not on the radar today.”

‘Super weekends’
Lewis Hamilton says F1 should
consider a ‘super weekend’ shake-
up of formats during the yearto
stop it becoming too predictable.
While F1’s current focus has been
on changes to qualifying to mix

up the grid, the championship
leader believes more radical

ideas should be considered. “I
think one of the biggest changes
that needs tobe madeis thatat
the momentitis the same four
days, every weekend, for21
weekends every single year pretty
much,” he said. “l think it needs to
be dynamic. It needs to be different
for certain circuits soyou have a

A o

Eaton is critical

Mann scathing @ DC is supporter

By Jonathan Noble

)

race since Lella Lombardiin 1976,

David Coulthard has defended a

controversial new female-only race
series, saying motorsportneeds a

“fundamental” change if more
women are to reach to the top.
Coulthardis one of the backers of
the new all-female W Series that will
launch next year, which will offer
the world’sleading female talent
the chance toracein Formula 3-spec
carsfora$1.5million prize fund.
Those hopingto compete will not
have to bring sponsorship, but will
have toprove their ability through
aselection processtoensurethe grid
isfull of the best drivers possible.
Judges willinclude Coulthard,
former F1teammanager Dave Ryan

and Red Bull designer Adrian Newey,

whoisanadvisory board member.

The category will be administered by
the British Racing and Sports Car Club
and will form part of the DTM’s support

package, meaningit will visit the UK

and Coulthard suggested a different
approach like an all-female category
isrequiredto change thesituation.

“To quote former McLaren boss
Martin Whitmarsh, if you wanta
fundamental changein the outcome
then youneed afundamental change
intheprocess,” Coulthard said.

“W Seriesisafundamental change
in whathasclearly not worked as an
opportunity to bring through female
talent tothe highestlevel you can.

“What we will establish with W, is
we will find out who the best womanis
over the course of thischampionship.
Itundoubtedly will give her a higher
level of profile and recognition.”

While Coulthardis aware theidea
of afemale-only championshipisnot
supported by everyone, he believes that
without the kind of change W Series
will bring, the situation for women
tryingto progress will not improve.

“There will be those that are negative,
but show me what anyone elseisdoing

:Juﬁlf_lzard/ femls* WS ,em,e
amid driver criticism

will create opportunity. Itisamore
structured approach to their
development - and an inspiration

for girls growing up seeing someone
winningand thinking ‘Iwanttodothat’.”

Butnumerousfemale drivers have
suggested W Seriesis being pitched at
toohigh alevel to attract more women
intomotorsport.

“Atagrassrootslevel, somethinglike
thiswould befantastic asa way to help
getmore women into the sport,” said
IndyCarracer Pippa Mann. “However
atthelevel this series wantstointerject
itself, and given the type of cars, and
amount of money they wish to spend,
this should be spent helping further
the careers of femaleracers, creating
ascholarship, academy, or Racing
Steps-type programme to help support
some of the brightestfemale talents.

“Iam deeply saddened that those with
themoney to help solve the fundingissue
for somany femaleracersareinstead
usingittoforceracinginto segregation.

“Fundingisabigpartof the puzzle

New series will
have F3-spec cars

beingspentinsuch anirresponsible,
patronising, and demeaning manner.”

Former British GT racer Abbie Eaton
agreed: “I'mnotinfavour of doingit
myself. Ithink anything that supports
women in motorsportisagood thing
butIjustfeel we’vebacktracked aload
by segregatingmen and women and
creatingthis series. My opinionisthat
if you're worried about entering
motorsportbecause you’re worried
aboutracingagainsttheboys, youare
not goingtobe quicker.”

However BRDC British Formula 3
race winner Jamie Chadwick isin
favour of the scheme.

“ThewayIseeitisasapositiveand
they’re tryingto do somethingand
make a step forward,” she said. “I
think alot of people are missing the
point alittle bit. I think the pointisn’t
tosegregate usandforittobealong-
term thing where men and women
race separately. Itisforusto continue
toracetogether, butit’s helpingthe
levelincrease and more and more

‘super weekend’. There are some when the German tin-top category totrytocreate positive change and try that’sincredibly tough so solve, and peopleto getinvolved.”
tracks where the raceis so boring.” races at Brands Hatch in August. to create positive opportunity?”’hesaid.  that’s whyitsosadtoseemoney that Additionalreporting by Tom Errington
Flhasnothadafemalecontesta “Thisisachangeintheprocessand it could be used tomake areal difference, and Stefan Mackley

Hakkinen’s plans
Double F1 champion Mika Hakkinen
says he would want to be able to “kick
some butt” if he returned to racing,
having thought “quite alot” about the
prospect. Hakkinen left F1 afterthe
2001 season on a sabbatical that
turned into his retirement from grand
prixracing, but said earlier this year that
the Goodwood Revival could facilitate
acomeback via historic racing. Hakkinen
said: “l think it could be quite possible,
quite easily, because | have the muscles
for driving — I've done driving for so many
years. But if you go out there you want to
win, you don’t want to finish second or
third. You want to win and kick some butt.”

FACEBOOK REACTION

The W Series has certainly created
plenty of debate so MIN asked
readers to reply on Facebook about
what they think of the new initiative.
Here is a selection of the responses

Gary Duckman: “Thought it was
2018? No place for gender specifics,
women and men are equally capable
(orincapable) of racing. The main
limitis cold hard cash.”

Brian Lammey: “Seems ahuge

backward step for those constantly
calling for gender equality,
motorsport wasn't segregated but
to promote womenracing it now is.
Buttoreach thatlevel you'd expect
girls and women will need to work
through karting in mixed groups and
beyond it — probably F2
groups if they want to make F1. It
makes no sense only having one
step of the ladder for women only.”

James Tipping: “Rubbish idea.

—inmixed

Nicki Hickman: “I think the motive
is well meaning however, thisis one

Better to have afemale only equivalent
of McLaren Autosport BRDC young
driver prize and MSA Academy.”

Scott Stringfellow: “Nice idea

on paper, but highly patronising to
women in practice. Formula Woman
many years ago didn't last long!
Can't help thinking this is going to
gothe same way.”

Terry Wright: “If it gets more
femalesin to motorsportthenI'mall
foritbut | do thinkiit's better if they

of the few sports where men and
women can compete on equal
footing. Honestly, this feels like a
step backwards. | would have
preferred to see a scholarship
programme supporting/encouraging
females into motorsport at all levels
and helping drivers who are already
out there to become great advocates.”

race the guys. This series should
help them get the funding needed
to compete. The results will then
speak for themselves.”

Robin Rance: “Why just focus

on drivers? Betteam principals,
managers, engineers, data analysts,
designers are allgoing to be men. |
would be really proud if my daughter
followed me and got into motorsport,
butI'd want her to do it on the merit of
being the best. Not the best female.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER > > D @MNmotorsport
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Driver to beat this
year: Schumacher

SCHUMACHER WINS EUROPEAN F3 TITLE

AFTER EMPHATIC END T0O THE SEASON

Mick Schumacher sealed the Formula
3European Championship titleon
home soil at Hockenheim with a
racetosparelast weekend.

Earlierintheday Schumacher
collided with outside title contender
and team-mate Marcus Armstrongon
the openinglapinraceoneandhad

this performance, his career path

will bringhiminto Formula1l.”
Brit Dan Ticktum secured second

in the championship, finishing 57

Ticktum still targeting
2019 Toro Rosso spot

Formula 3 European
Championship runner-up
Dan Ticktum says heis still
shooting for a Toro Rosso
Formula 1 seatin 2019.

Red Bull junior Ticktum
lost the F3 title to Mick
Schumacher last weekend
at Hockenheim following the
German’s late-season winning
spree and a slump in his own
form, but says he is within
reach of accumulating enough
F1 superlicence points torace
at the sport’s pinnacle.

This comes not only from
his F3 runner-up position [25
points] and his victory in last
year’s Macau Grand Prix [five
points], but also discretionary
points that can be awarded by
adriver’s national ASN
[National Sporting Authority],
in Ticktum’s case the Motor
Sports Association.

“I’mstill going to fight for
the F1 thing,” Ticktum said.

“I’ve got 38 points [out of
40]now and there are many
opportunities I can use—

MRF Challenge, Toyota
Racing Series...

“If there’sawayI’'lldoit-
I’m still pushing for it as
apotential option.”

He could only manage a
fifth, seventh and fourth at

the final-ever round of the
F3 European series.
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FromF1 toFE forVandoorne

Vandoorne out of Fi,

joins HWA in Formula E

McLaren Formula 1 driver Stoffel
Vandoorne will switch to Formula
Enextseason with the Mercedes-
affiliated HWA squad.

The Belgian wasduetotake
partin FE’s 2018/19 pre-season
testing, which got under way

The 19-year-old, son of seven-time
Formula 1champion Michael, has
dominated since the halfway point of
the season-takingeight winsfrom
thelast 16 races.

On Saturday the Prema Powerteam
driver secured the title after finishing
behind Motopark’s Juri Vipsin the
secondrace.

“It’shard todescribein words,”
said Schumacher.

“Ifeelreally grateful for whatI'm
abletolivein thismoment, tolive

' thisdream.
- — “We do what we love, sotoalso
Dominant: Eight wins from last 16 races perform wellinitisthe bestfeeling
youcanget.”

to pitfor anew front wing, eventually
salvaging 12th while Guan Yu Zhou
won. In Sunday’srace, Robert
Shwartzman won from Schumacher.

Former F1driver and DTM chief
Gerhard Berger believes Schumacher
canemulate hisfather andreach
the pinnacle of the sport.

“Mick doesn’t only look like his
father, doesn’t only have the same
posture and the same walk, heeven
hashisfather’sforearmsasInoticed
yesterday,” he said.

“Butthedecisive thingis: particularly
in the past weeks, he has proventhat he
hashisfather’sracingdriver genes.

“Whenheisabletokeepondelivering

points adrift of Schumacher.

The Red Bull Junior driver took four
winsthisseason andisstilleyeingupa
potential drive with Toro Rossoin F1
nextseason despite lackingenough
superlicence points (seeright).

Shwartzman secured thirdin
the standings and Vips fourth, but
thelatter accused Ralf Aron of
deliberately taking him out after
the pair collided in the third race.

Vips claimed someone told him
Aronwould take him outtoallow
Shwartzman tosnatch thirdin the
standings, but Aronrefuted the
claims. He was given a 20-second
time penalty for the collision.

OVUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

: thatkicks off with the Bathurst
: 1000... GP3 Series driver Jake

: Hughes took a double victory in the
¢ Asian F3 Championship at Ningbo
: andleads Dragon HitechGP team-
: mate Raoul Hyman by 33 pointsin
¢ the standings with one round to go.

: top four positions for the

: majority ofthe 193 laps, buta

: late-race cautionsenttherace : Cadillac slowed on the finallap of
into overtime and long-time : the IMSA SportsCar finale. It marks

: leader and polesitter KurtBusch : Cadillac’s first victory at the famous

: ranoutof fuel on the final lap... : 10-hour Road Atlantarace, and
Renger van der Zande, Ryan Hunter- : two members of its #31 crew —

Aric Almirola secured his
place in the next round of the
NASCAR Cup series playoffs
with victory in overtime at
Talladega, as his Stewart-
Haas Racing team dominated
the event. SHR locked out the

: Felipe Nasrand Eric Curran — took
: the overall championship despite

: finishing down in eighth place. ..

: Supercars has revealed its

: 2019 calendar, including a new
: night race at Barbagallo and

: arevamped enduro schedule

¢ ReayandJordan Taylor took Petit
: Le Mans victory after the sister

Toyota dominates on home soil and claims Fuiji 1-2

Toyota secured another dominant
World Endurance Championship

keep Alonsoinitsline-up beyond
the 2018/19 superseason.

at Valencia on Tuesday.

He will join double DTM
champion Gary Paffettin theline-
upfor HWA’sfirst FE campaign.

“Tamhonoured that HWA have
signed mefor their Formula E
programme,” said Vandoorne,

victory at Fuji, with Kamui Anannouncementisunlikely whoisbeingreplaced at
Kobayashi, Mike Conway and Jose until spring 2019 at the earliest. McLaren by reserve driver
MariaLopeztaking their first win The LMP2 class was again Lando Norrisfor2019.

of the 2018/19 superseason.

Afterlosing pole for exceeding
the pitlane speed limitin qualifying,
the #7 crew responded in emphatic
fashion with an 11-second win over
thesister #8 TS050 HYBRID of
Sebastien Buemi, Kazuki Nakajima
and Fernando Alonso.

Thetwo Toyotas were once again
inaleague of their own, with the
best of thenon-hybrid LMP1s—
the #1 Rebellion R-13 shared by
Andre Lotterer, Neel Janiand
Bruno Senna-endingupfour
lapsdown in third.

Despitelosing outonvictory at
Fuji, Alonso, Buemiand Nakajima
extended their pointslead to 13 and
Toyota have already begun talks to

dominated by Jackie ChanDC
Racing, astheall-Malaysian

#37 crew of Jazeman Jaafar,
Weiron Tan and Nabil Jeffricame
through for their first class win
of theseason.

Porsche took an unlikely win in
the GTE Proclass, with Kevin Estre
and Michael Christensen extending
their points advantage, but only
aftertheleadingthe #71 AF Corse
Ferrariof Sam Bird and Davide
Rigon suffered a punctureinthe
penultimate hour.

Porschemadeit a clean sweep of
winsin GTE as Project 1 claimed
itsfirst-ever Am class WEC win
with Jorg Bergmeister, Egidio
Perfettiand Patrick Lindsey.

¢ i Gy |

Toyota drivers Kobayashi, Conway and Lopez took their irst wi f the WEC superseason

2
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“HWA aresuchagreatteam
with alongand successful
history inmotorsport. All the
peopleI'vemetsofararereally
passionate aboutracing.

“Also, it’s great towork
alongside such an experienced
driver as Gary Paffett. Iam pretty
sure that we will benefit from
each other duringthe season.

“Although we are allnewbies to
theseries, I have nodoubt that we
will have asteeplearning curve.”
@ Bern hasbeen officially
confirmed as Zurich’s
replacement on the 2018/19
Formula E calendar, with
approval from the FIA’s World
Motor Sport Council last week.
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Dempsey bags F4 title
Jordan Dempsey has won the China
Formula 4 title, taking his eighth victory
of the season at the Ningbo International
Circuit last weekend. The teenager, who
won Motorsportireland’s 2017 Young
Racing Driver of the Year award, races
with Pinnacle Motorsport and has also
raced F4 machineryin the US thisyear.

Dunn backtoF1000

Former Formula Jedi champion Andrew Dunn
willmake a return to the series, now called
F1000, at Donington Park this weekend.

Dunn, the 2010 champion, has notraced inthe
category since 2016 but will make acomeback
in the final round of the season. His return means
there will be three past champions on the grid at
Donington, including last year's victor Michael
Watton and 2013 winner Lee Morgan.

Kidson’s GRDC prize

Mike Kidson, 31, has won the want2race
competition and has secured a fully-
funded season in the Ginetta Racing
Drivers Club series nextyear. Kidson
emerged the winner from over 200 entries
afterimpressing at Blyton Park last week.
“Eversince | was three years old pushing
cars along the carpet| have always

had along-standing dream to become a
professional racing driver,” he said. “The
standard of drivers in the competition has
beenvery high and | have been pushed to
the limits to perform at each session.”

Tribute toWhizzo

Andy ‘Ace’ Harrison raced his Barrie ‘Whizzo’
Williams tribute car at Donington Park last
weekend, taking the Morris Mini Cooper S

to 13thinthe 32-car HRDC Allstars field.

“I builtit as a tribute to Whizzo when I knew he
was getting poorly, and we ran it at Goodwood,”
said Harrison. “Whizzo handed me the helmet
colours when he retired, so we builta carand
then when his untimely passing came [earlier
this year] we decided to run it permanently in
his name —the caris named Whiz."

Harrisonraces‘Whiz’carintribute

Photos: DTM, Mick Walker

Third place in final
race was enough

R T E——

‘ON-MERCEDES SWANSONG

Brit_fiﬂg'llyin S'second crown ahead of switch to Formula E series

d

- By Marcus Simmons

| Mercedes veteran Gary Paffett

claimed his second DTM title after
finishing third in the final race of

. the season at Hockenheim.

While 2017 champion Rene Rast
soared to a sixth successive victory
inhis Audi, Paffett knew that a top-
four position would be good enough
tosecurethetitle.

Rast took thelead from poleman
Marco Wittmann’s BMW at the start
and wasnever headed, while Paffett
took asecure third behind the leading
duo and his second championship.

The Brit, who won the DTM titlein
2005 and has finished runner-up four
times, put hismostrecent success
downtothe “bestlapI'veeverdriven”

in qualifyingforthefinalrace which
hestartedin third.

“Qualifying was thekey,” said Paffett,
who willmove acrossto FormulaE
forthe 2018/19 season after Mercedes
pulled out of DTM.

“I'vehadfive pole positions this
year, but third place was the bestlap
I'veeverdriven.

“Thad thelap before cancelled
becauseIwasoutside track limits,
soIhadtodoanother.

“Iwasalready sidewaysinto Turn
1,and I had to deliver a perfectrest of
thelap.”

Paffett,in common with his team-
mates, struggled withrace paceas
the Mercedes C63s appearedtobe
harderonitstyresthanthe Audi
and BMW opposition.

PAFFETT BAGS DTM TITLE

Rast was the only Audidriverin
contention for the title after taking
victoryinraceoneand engaged with
Paffettin afrantic battle for thelead.

Paffett’srace wasundone by alate
safety car,and he dropped tofourth
duringthe seven-lap sprint to thefinish.

Pre-race pointsleader Paul di Resta
could only manage eighth inrace one
andendured anightmareinracetwo.

The Mercedes driver charged from
11th toeighth on thefirstlap, but was
told by stewards to give his place back
to Philipp Eng, whichmeanthealso
hadtoletJoel Eriksson—-whohehad
also passed —ahead too.

DiRestawasthefirsttostop,and
had apanel-rubbingincident with
Enginthesecond half of theraceas
hefaded to14th.

Aston Martin joins DTM for 2019 in place of Mercedes as Brands Hatch remains

The DTM has confirmed that Aston
Martin will replace Mercedes for the
2019 season, joiningin partnership
with R-Motorsportand HWA.
R-Motorsporthasan existing
relationship with Aston through
its sportscar programme, with
thenew DTM projectlicensed by
the manufacturer.
Thesquadhasalsofounded ajoint
venture with HWA AG-along-term
Mercedes partner in the DTM —-which
will beresponsible for the development,
buildingand running of the DTM cars.
The DTM has confirmed that

“development permitting”, R-Motorsport
will bring a car based on the Aston
Martin Vantageroad car for 2019.

Itbringsanendtothe DTM’slong-
running attemptstofind a third
manufacturertojoin Audiand BMW
after Mercedesleavestojoin FormulaE.

“Thisdecision of aluxury sportscar
manufacturer such as Aston Martin
isahistoric eventfor our series and
amilestonefortheinternational
orientation of DTM,” said series
boss Gerhard Berger.

Berger added that the growing
international ambitions of the DTM,

which hasnow splitits calendar by
havinghalf itsracesin Germany and
the other five internationally, helped
attract Aston.

BrandsHatch keepsthe UK DTM
date, despite suggestionsthat the round
should move to Donington Park, while
Assenreplaces Zandvoort.

Both the Hungaroring and Red Bull
Ringhavelost their DTM dates for next
year, but Zolder —which hosted the first
event for original DTM forerunner the
German Production Car Championship
in 1984 —-isback on the calendar aftera
16-year absence.

o

DTM returned to Brands Hatch this year and will be back agai in2019

ACI demonstrated
new Regional F3 car

Regional F3 hid goes to ACI as Renault Sport misses out, hut will still use new car

Renault Sporthaslostitsbid torun
the FIA’'s Regional Formula 3
championship for Europein 2019.
The FTIA World Motor Sport Council
said thatithas “approved the
appointment of Automobile Club
d’Italia (ACI)asthe promoter of the
new single-seater European Regional
Championshipfor 2019 conforming
to the technical specification of FIA
Formula3Regional”.

The ACIbidis onbehalf of WSK,
which was the only rival to Renault
Sportand already promotes the World
Karting Championship and Italian
Formula 4 Championship.

The series demonstrated a Regional F3
caratlastmonth’s Vallelunga Italian F4
round, using the same Tatuus chassis
and Autotecnica-tuned Alfa Romeo
turboengineasusedin F3 Asiaand the
new women-driver-only W Series.

Renault Sport wasinitially the
favourite toland the deal, with
the FIA only wanting one Regional
F3seriesasthe conceptgetsupand
runningin Europe.

Renault Sport announced on Monday
itwill adopt the new car but will continue
touse the Formula Renault Eurocup
name. The series claimsall current
teams “expressed their intention tobe
onthegridnextyear”.
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Hoggard was out with Fortec

Jewiss and Hoggard
test British F3 car

British Formula 4 champion
Kiern Jewiss and fellow
frontrunner Johnathan
Hoggard sampled BRDC
British Formula 3
machinery for the first

time last week.

Jewiss, who claimed the
F4 title last month, tested
for Douglas Motorsport
while Hoggard was out with
Fortec Motorsports, who he
competed with during his
F4 campaign.

Hoggard topped one of the
four sessions on Friday in
wet conditions and Fortec
team principal Richard
Dutton had attempted to
get him on the grid for the
final round of the British
F3 season, but failed to
getpermissiontoruna
fourth car.

“We wanted to run him
this weekend but they [series
organisers MotorSport
Vision] wouldn’t let me
run a fourth car,” he said.

“Hopefully we’ll look to
have him in British F3 next
season, we just need to try
and find a budget.

“We knew that he would
be good because his driving
style would suit this car,
he’s very smooth.”

All F3 teams are only
allowed to enter three cars
per round but Carlin were
given special permission by
MSYV torun a fourth for Billy
Monger, who made his racing
return this season after his
Donington Park accident.

e o O R RN
' Silverstone Citroen

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Mick Walker

HAIGH WON'T RETURN
TOBRITISHGTIN 2019

Reigning champion will focus on European campaign

ByJames Newbold

Flick Haigh will not defend
her British GT title nextyear
and will instead returnto
racing in Europe.
Inherfirstseason of British GT
after switchingfrom the Michelin
Le Mans Cup, the 34-year-old
becametheseries’ first outright
female champion alongside
Jonny Adam, scoring two wins
with Optimum Motorsport’s
AstonMartin V12 Vantage GT3 at
Oulton Park and Brands Hatch.
Havingheld a27.5-pointlead
intothefinalround, Haigh
admitted that she would likely

e

havereturnedif sheand Adam
hadmissed outonthetitle, but

sometimesitisharder to perform
from the beginning of the year

he will retire from motorsport
after four yearsin British GT.

= and Adam t

- g

Title went to Haigh

S year

e St "

willnow focus her attentions
onclimbingtheladder towards
LeMans, with the SRO-run
Blancpain GT Series Endurance
Cupand European Le Mans

with that on your shoulders.”
Haigh confirmedthat she
planstostay with Aston Martin
machinery next year, with the
optiontoconvertthemarque’s

The 62-year-old won tworacesin
GT4,hislast comingat Snetterton
this year with Joe Osbornein
Tolman Motorsport’s McLaren.

@ Mark Farmeris thefirstdriver

Seriesunder consideration.

“T'veticked areally bigboxin
myracingcareer,Idon’t think
thatIcould topthis year with
that car and the peopleThad
around me,” Haigh told MN.

“T'dliketokeepthatinalittle
box and justremember it.

“For anybody that has won that
championship and come back,
thereisalotof pressureand

new Vantage GT3into GTE spec
an attractive selling point.
Itfollows the decisions of 2016
champion Derek Johnston and
’17champion Rick Parfitt Jrto
calltime on their British GT
careers, Johnston followingthe
sale of hisbusiness and Parfitt
tofocusonhisband.
Meanwhile, GT4race winner
David Pattison has confirmed that

Price raced at Donington Park and won second reverse-

Youngster Galer steps up from karts into cars with Mini JCW series

Karter Lewis Galeris thefirst

drivertosign up for the 2019 Mini

Challenge JCW Championship.
Galer, currently 15, finished as

runner-upinthe 2017 Ginetta Junior

Scholarship, beating competition
from 64 other youngdriversto
secure therunner-upspotina
final shootout at Blyton Park.
Now Galer has switched his
attentions to Minis and will

race with the Excler8 squad, having

already tested both Cooper Class
and JCW machinery.
“Iwenttoseeatestdayat
Snetterton and saw a few JCWs
running around and instantly fell
inlove with them,” said Galer. “It’s
anamazing machinetodrive.
“Next year will be abiglearning
curve. Most of the tracks will be
newtomeandit’sahighlevel to

gridracein Civic

JoshPricemadea satoutthe nextthree
winningreturnto TCR meetings followinghis split
UK at Donington Park last with British Touring Car
weekend andisconsidering = Championship outfit
afull campaignin2019. Team BMR.

Price wonrace twofrom “We could have [returned
thefrontrowof thereversed sooner]butlcouldn’tseethe
gridinaHonda Civic point,” hesaid. “The way
FK2rununder hisown the FK2’s been hit BOP-wise
banner with support from [Balance of Performance],
PyroMotorsport. whenIlastraced at Brands

Hehad contested rounds itwashit quite hard, sowe
at Knockhill and Brands came away fromit. It looked
Hatch earlier this year but likethe BOP wasright at

tobe announced for next year’s
British GT championship,
remaining with TF Sportfora
fourth yearinthe new Aston
Martin Vantage GT3. Histeam-
matehasyettobe confirmed,
althoughitisexpected toagain
bean Astonfactorydriver.
Farmer won tworacesthis year

alongside Nicki Thiim, finishing

third in the standings.

TCR UK an option for Price in 2019 after winning comehack

Croftso we entered this
weekend hopingit was going
toberight, and thenit’s been
hit with aload more weight.
“We'regoingtohaveto
haveachat, meandmydad,
tosee what series we want
todo, butit wouldn’tbea
bad shouttodoTCR.
“TCREurope[is
appealing]just because
it’ssomethingIhaven’t
donebeforein cars—1I
haven’tbeen abroadatall.”

be goinginat.IThave myeyeson
the Rookie Cup title, which Ifeel
isarealisticgoal.”

British Touring Car
Championshiprace winner Paul
O’Neill recently coached Galer at
Donington Park and was impressed:
“He’s definitely one to watch and
T'll putmy neck ontheline here
and tell youthat he’sone of the
bestkidsI'veever satnextto.”

Haigh:No to British GT

C124-hour race plan

A 24-hour Citroen C1

race will be held on the
Silverstone Grand Prix
layout in place of the
Rockingham circuit on the
series’ calendar next year.

A total of 110 spaces are
available for the race, which
will be held on April 26-28,
with entries expected from
Belgium, Portugal, Germany,
Hong Kong and the USA.

Two 24-hour races were
held this year by the series
at Rockingham, but with
the circuit closing at the end
of 2018 anew venue needed
to be found.

Meyrick Cox, chairman
of the C1 Racing Club said:
“We are tremendously
excited that the C1 Club will
be holding a 24-hour race at
Silverstone, which is one of
the world’s iconic and most
historic circuits. We have
110 spaces on the grid, which
we expect to be full, so this
should be the largest race

I ever held in the UK.”
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By Stephen Lickorish

Three-time Walter Hayes Trophy
winner Peter Dempsey will make
asurprise return to the Formula
Ford Festival this weekend.

Dempsey last contested the Festival
in 2010 when he was competingin the
Duratec part of the event.

Hismostrecent UK outing wasin
the’15 Walter Hayes Trophy, where
hefinished secondin thefinal before
beingexcluded for wearing the
incorrectfrontal head restraint.

He willnowreturn-drivinga
brand new Ray run by his father,
Cliff —and says he hasmissed racing
in the event, having been following
itfromthe USinrecentseasons.

Dempsey took part in Duratec car in 2010

“IwaskeentodoitthisyearaslI
haven’'tdonemuchracinginthelast
fewyears,” said Dempsey. “Every
year goes by and I'm watching the
[Festival] live timing from 3000 miles
away. I've been keepingtrack of what’s
goingonbutlwasmissingit—Formula
Fordisthebestracingin the world!

“Dadhad a car available soIthought
itwould be a bit of fun.Iwill be driving
anew Ray 2018 carthathasn’tbeen
raced yet. It’sabrand new car that
was just shaken down last week by
James Clarke. He shook itdown and
everythingisgoodto go.

“Iwill have to shake off the rust
and will be doing two-and-a-half
days of testing. Obviously you
want to be competitive butI’'m

Fosterwon FFord Festivallast yearin h1s DonHardman-run Ray GR08

Team USA Scholarship winners Craig and Mullan make their UK Formula Ford debuts at Donington

Team USA Scholarship
winners Jake Craig and Colin
Mullan enjoyed successful
Formula Ford debuts at
Donington Park last weekend.
Craig finished second on
his wet-race debut on Sunday,
having twice finished fifth
the day before, while Mullan
managed a best finish of sixth.
The California-based pair
will now tackle this weekend’s

Formula Ford Festival at
Brands Hatch and next
month’s Walter Hayes
Trophy at Silverstone with
Cliff Dempsey Racing.

They secured their places
on the annual scheme run
by Jeremy Shaw following a
shootout at Road America,
to follow in the footsteps of
the likes of IndyCar champion
Josef Newgarden and podium

finisher Spencer Pigot.
“Thisis basically justa
practice race for us,” said
20-year-old Craig, who
finished as runner-up in this
year’s Canadian Formula 1600
championship. “We just want
to learn as much as possible
and get as comfortable as we
caninthe cars so we’re best
prepared for next weekend.”
Mullan, 16, raced a Mini

justgoingtohaveabitof fun.”

However, if heis successful, Dempsey
hasn’truled out competing in the Hayes
too—butsaysit dependson whether he
canfititin around his work schedule.

Having switched hismain focus
to competing inthe USA in 2008,
Dempsey hasnow set up his own
team stateside, running Pro Mazda
cars.Intheseries’first official post-
season testlastmonth, 2017 champion
Victor Franzoni set thefastest time
and Dempsey isencouraged by how
thingsare progressing.

“It’salways good tomake a good
impressioninthefirsttest,” he said.
“Overtimelgotalittle bitfed up of
working for other people andit’snice
tobe your ownboss.”

Defending Formula Ford Festival
winner Joey Foster will switch toa
Firman chassis for the 2018 edition at
Brands Hatch this weekend.

Foster claimed his third Festival
success with a sensational around-
the-outside move at Paddock Hill
Bend in his Don Hardman-run Ray
GRo081last year and campaigned the
car for afull seasonin the National
Championship this year, winning
the opening round at Silverstone.

He will now swap to Ralph Firman’s
eponymous machine, which won the

JCW in the IMSA SportsCar
Challenge this season and also
scored two wins from three
races in a single United States
F1600 outing at Summit Point.
Hesaid: “Looking at the
list of people who’ve come
through this programme,
it’sjustincredible to be part
of itnow. Getting acclimatised
tothe tyresisthe big thing
for me.”

LEADING ENTRIES
2018 Formula Ford Festival
DRIVER CAR
Niall Murray Van Diemen RF99
Luke Cooper Swift SC16
Peter Dempsey Ray GR18
Jake Craig Ray GR18
Colin Mullan Ray GR11
Neil Maclennan Ray GR16
Matthew Cowley Van DiemenJL13
Joey Foster Firman 2018
Keith Donegan Van Diemen JL13K
Michael Eastwell Spectrum011C
Stuart Gough Van Diemen JL16
Vincent Radermecker| Van Diemen RF92
Chris Middlehurst Van Diemen LA10
Matt Round-Garrido | Medina SportJL17

2017 National Championshipinthe
hands of Luke Williams, for the end-of-
season classics at Brands Hatch and
Silverstone’s Walter Hayes Trophy.

“Ithought ‘right, here’sanew
challenge’,” said Foster. “We’ve won
with [the Ray]last year;I’d love to be
ableto go out there and putonagood
showin Ralph’s car as well.”

Foster, who helped develop Firman’s
BRDC Formula 4 car, as well as Formula
2000 and Formula 1000 chassis for the
American market, added: “I’ve done so
much work for him in the past, it would

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Gary Hawkins, Mick Walker

Donegan will return to
try and go one hetter

Keith Donegan will return tothe
Formula Ford Festival this weekend
havingfinished runner-up on his
debutlastyear.

TheIrishman almost pipped Joey
Foster to the victory 12 months ago
atBrands Hatch but still sealed a
MazdaRoad to Indy Shootout ticket,
available to the highest-placed driver
undertheage of 25.

Aftertravellingto Americatotake
partinthe shootoutlast December he
won the $200,000 scholarship and has
spent 2018 competingin USF2000.

Havingtaken several podiums this
season, he willreturn to FF1600 action
in his Van Diemen JL.13K.

“Formula Fordis probably the purest
form of racing, evenlast year some of
the FF1600 races were the best times I
havehadracing,” he said.

“Iobviously want to win and [ know
we’re probably going to be competitive.

“Thecar hasn’tmoved since the
Walter Hayes Trophy last year butlots
of guys offered to buy it from me but
there wasno chance. It’sjust amatter of
adaptingback tothe FF1600again.”

Middlehurst moves to
Team Dolan for Festival

Formula Ford Festival frontrunner
Chris Middlehurst will switch teams for
this weekend’s event and will join 2016
winner Niall Murray, Matthew Cowley
and Matt Round-Garrido at Team Dolan.
Van Diemen LA10driver Middlehurst
hasdone select events to prepare for the
Festival and the Walter Hayes Trophy,
and believeshe canfight at thefront.
“I’'vedoneafewroundsthisyeartotry
and geteverythingright,” hesaid.
“Fingers crossed I think we’ve found
some things that weren’treally right on
the car soI'mreally confident.Iwas
third two years ago and the caris going
tobebetter than then. We’ve got a good
chance, butit’snot goingtobeeasy.”
Headded heisexcited by working
with Formula Ford ace Bernard Dolan,
and with hisnew team-mates.
“We’ve got Niall Murray in the team
as well so we can overlay dataand see
where weare,” added Middlehurst.

Defending Festival winner Foster switches to new Firman machinery for this year

be good to actually go out there and do
araceinone of hiscars.
“IThaven’ttested it yet soit’s goingto
beinteresting. I'll try to get out at the
Festival first thing on Wednesday
morningto try tounderstand the car
and work our magic withit.”
@ Renault UK Clio Cup Junior graduate
Max Marzorati will also have a change
of cars at the Festival. Marzorati, who
hasraced a Firman chassis run by
Engima Motorsport at Silverstonein
July and then Team Dolan at Donington,
will join the Swift Cooper team.

Team USA drivers gained experience last weekend
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HISTORICS

Age: 44 Lives: Stockport
Historic FF2000 frontrunner

Heracedin Caterhams
“I did the Caterham Academy

in 2000, so I've been racing for
18 years. | spent seven or eight
years in Caterham Graduates,
then Superlight R400s. Then

I had a break and came back
and did R300sin 2012 and
2015.I've had breaks for the
usual budget reasons.”

JasonReddingisa
racing mate

“Jason Redding andlracedin
R300s together and had a lot
of battles. We both felt it was
time to do something different.
Caterham racing is a bit like
Sunday karting when you get
to an age and think: ‘do | want
to be doing this anymore?"”

They looked at
Historic FF2000

“We did Radicals for 18 months
in the Radical Challenge but the
budget was just getting crazy.
They're great cars to drive but
very, very expensive. So we just
reassessed. Jason likes historic
cars and I'd never thought of
historics and I'd neverraced a
single-seater. Apart from the
tyres, which are expensive, the
budgets in Historic Formula
Ford 2000 looked good. It

was back to club racing.”

The first season has
gone well

“This has been my first season
so there has been alot of
development work and a lot of
learning. | do everything myself,
except the engine which is done
by David Gathercole. We're just
trying to catch the big four of
Andy Park, Nelson Rowe, Callum
Grant and lan Pearson: that's our
mission and we're sneaking up.
There are some really quick
drivers at the frontand we're
happy to get within a second a
lap in the dry. | was matching
their pace in the wet at Oulton
Park. [ used to race against
Nelson in Caterhams.”

He’llbe backin2019
“Winning at Brands was brilliant
and | definitely want to carry on
next year. The attraction is racing
against some quality drivers
andI've been at the front of
league two this year. But | want
to be inleague one! I have a wife
and a four-year-old child and
I'm probably the only professor
in the paddock. I'm a professor
of railway technology at the
University of Huddersfield.”

A quick professor: Allen |

Formula Junior UK

title decided’

Champion crowned, below

FORMULA FORD ACES
GOHEAD-TO-HEAD

Silverstone to depide the desti .__nf Historic FF1600 crown

By Paul Lawrence

1

afour-pointadvantage when

Cameron Jackson and
Ben Mitchell will settle
the Historic Formula Ford
1600 title at Silverstone
this weekend after one
of the most fiercely-
contested seasonsin
the championship’s
24-year history.

There are numerous
permutations and heading
into the weekend Jackson has

Anderson to race 928

Stars out to support

A capacityfield of 120 entries,
including well-known drivers
and co-drivers and star cars,
will take partin Saturday’s
Lombard Rally Bath,anon-
competitive tour.

The event celebrates the four
years when Bath hosted Britain’s
biggestrally inthe 1970s and
1980s and will centre on arelaxed
tour of former spectator stages
inthe south-west. Spectators
arebeingencouraged to visit

dropped scores arefactored in.

However,itisreally a winner-
takes-all scenario, with two
wins for either driver sealing
the crown asa win attracts
five points more than second
place. Each hasscored six
winsto date.

Mitchell, racing the Merlyn
MKk20 owned by journalist
MarcusPye, istrying tomatch
hisfather Westie, championin
2009, and his younger brother

Sam who was championin
2013. Jackson, meanwhile,
fields a Lola T200 run by
record-breakingfive-time
champion Neil Fowler.
Jackson said: “We went to
Brands 10 points behind Ben
and now we have a four-point
advantage.I'vejust gottotry
and wintheracesbutitisa
bit of alottery at Silverstone
because you get such a big
tow. You often get five or six
cars battlingfor thelead and

Jackson (1) will
battle Mitchell (r)

thelast couple of laps are
vital.I’venever done a full
season before in anything.
We’re so evenly-matched it
could go either way.”
Mitchell countered: “I've
gottobeat Cameronand I’'m
looking forward to two good
cleanraces. Younever know
what can happen and we’ll just
seehowit goes. The Formula
Fordis suretofeel abit slow
after racing the Formula 2
car at Dijon last weekend.”

Anderson grahs chance to race five-litre Porsche at Silverstone

Formula1journalist Ben
Anderson will switch back to
racingat Silverstone this weekend
tofield a Porsche 928 in the final
round of the HSCC 70s Road
Sports Championship.
Andersonisan accomplished
single-seater racer and will

Lombard Rally Bath

Wiscombe Park in Devon,
wherethefirst car will arrive
ataround 1100hrs.
Leadingdriversinclude Stig
Blomgyvist, Jimmy McRae,
Louise Aitken-Walker and
David Llewellin. Blomgvist will
drive a Group B Audi quattro,
while McRae will team up with
Ian Grindrod in an Opel Manta
400. Other carsinclude Lancia
037s, Ford Focus WRCs and
ex-works Ford Escorts.

handle thefive-litre Porsche
used by Richard Attwood last
year tomark the model’s
40th anniversary.
“Opportunitiestorace
Porschesdon’t come along
every day, soI’'m honoured to
have the chancetorace the 928,”

said Anderson. “It’s even more
exciting tofollow in the wheel
tracks of Richard Attwood. I
know the Bradshaws [Tom
and John]willdoa greatjob
preparing and running the car.
Ihopelcandoitsomejustice
onthetrack.”

Doors close at Donington Park Collection

TheDonington Grand Prix
Collection, once the most
outstandingassembly of racing
carsinthe world, will close
itsdoorson November5.

Kevin Wheatcroft, son of
former Donington owner Tom,
cited family reasonsforthe
decision. “Closingthe museum
after45yearshasbeenareally
difficult decision but family
responsibilities simply make it
therightthingtodo,” hesaid.

Thelate Tom Wheatcroft started
buying grand prix carsin the
1960s.In 1971 he bought thessite
of theformer Donington Park
circuit. Beforeracingreturnedin
1977, the Leicester builder opened
his purpose-built museum.

In2007,thebid tobring F1back
to Donington pitched the venue
intoturmoil and the track was
closedfor months. Cars from
the collection were sold to help
fund restoration work.

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Rally Tendring joins the Historic Asphalt Championship roster

Contendersin the 2019
RACRMC Historic Asphalt
Rally Championship will get to
compete on Rally Tendring and
Clacton after the Essex-based
closed-road event was added
tothe championship.

The pioneeringrally will join

the Ulster and Jersey Rallies
as closed-road events for
the six-round all-historic
championship, which also
takesin two visits to the
Epynt Ranges and the
customary season-opening
Bovington Stages.

Championshipmanager
Colin Heppenstall said: “The
addition of Rally Tendring and
Clactonis very exciting and we
think we have a calendar that
will appeal to alot of crews.”

Ulster and Jersey Rally will
attract one and a half points.

—_— =

Historics go to closed-roads

De la Roche tops
Peterde la Roche has
successfully retained his
Formula Junior UK title after an
unbeaten campaign in the Lola
Mk3 owned by Pat Barford. Prior
to this weekend’s double-header
at Silverstone, the Cheshire
youngster has won his class

10 times from 12 starts and
retired twice. In all, 122 drivers
have contested rounds of the
championship to date.

Nutt’s challenge
Following the cancellation of

Rally Isle of Man, leading historic
contender Dessie Nutt has entered
his Porsche 911 for the Pokerstars
Rally on the island on November
9/10. “I've beenrallying on the island
every year since 1992 and didn't
want to miss this year,” said Nutt, who
will have to take the ferry from Belfast
to Liverpool and then to Douglas due
to winter ferry schedules.

Davenport goes up
Classic Clubmans racer Alan
Davenportis stepping up to the
top class of the championship
after buying the ex-David Childs
Centaur Mk14. In the hands of
the late Childs, the rare Centaur
was a very competitive package
and Davenport will race the car
for the first time at Silverstone
this weekend in the season-
concluding double-header.

Flying Scotsman

The 11th edition of the Flying
Scotsman, Britain's toughest rally
for Pre-War cars, will start from
Windermere in the Lake District on
Friday April 5. After overnight halts

in Slaley and Turnberry, the event

will finish at the Gleneagles Hotel in
Scotland on Sunday afternoon. Over
70 entries have already been lodged,
including one for former BTCC racer
Peter Lovett and MSA chairman
David Richardsina 1937 BMW 328.

Whizzo tribute

The late Barrie ‘Whizzo’
Williams will be remembered
this weekend on the Lombard
Rally Bath. His 1964 Welsh Rally-
winning Mini Cooper, 120 MNP,
will run first caron the road for
the non-competitive tour of

the south-west in the hands of
Andy Harrison with Peter Scott
co-driving. Harrison will also
drive the car on the Mini-based
Northumberland Borders Rally
on November 17.

Title showdown
Adrian Oliver (Hillman Imp) and Bob
Bullen (Ford Anglia) will settle the
Historic Touring Car Championship
title at Silverstone this weekend.
Once scores are dropped, former
triple champion Oliver has atwo-
point advantage, while defending
champion Steve Platts (Singer
Chamois) has an outside chance

if both Oliver and Bullen fail to
score across two races.

Correction

On last week’s historics page
(MN, October 10) the incorrect
car was pictured with a story
about Ben Mitchell driving the
ex-Stephen South March 782 at
Dijon. Instead of the March, an
image of Matt Wrigley’s Ralt RT1
was included. We apologise for
the error. It was a successful
Historic F2 debut for Mitchell,
though, as he won both races.
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Citroendriver Craig
Breenputaside his2019
WRC seat negotiations
towinlastweekend’s
RallyLegend eventin San
Marino.The Irishman
drove a Citroen C4WRC
to victory, with fellow
C4WRCdriver Luca
Pedersolisecond and
Mikko Hirvonen third,
driving a Ford Focus
WRC.“What a fantastic
event,” said Breen.
“The atmosphere has
been justunbelievable.
Idefinitely want to
come back to this next
year, driving with these
crowds on these roads
inthiscarhasbeen

just pure pleasure this
weekend.I have to say,
congratulations to the
organisers fordoing
anamazingjobwitha
beautiful event.”

Peugeot crew recovered

Andreucci wins
despite crash

PeugeotItalia driver Paolo
Andreuccihastalked of his
relief at sealingan 11th Italian
Rally Championship title
justmonths after a serious
testing crash left him and

his co-driver in hospital.

Third place onlast
weekend’s Rally Due Valli
was enough for Andreucci
toretain his crown aboard
his 208 R5.

“This has been a season
where we definitely made
life difficult for ourselves,”
said Andreucci, referring
to the shuntin which his
co-driver and partner -

Anna Andreussi-broke
her hip and the 53-year-old
fractured a vertebra.

“But that’s perhaps what
makesit one of the most
satisfying and emotional of
all,” he continued. “A huge
thank youto everyone: to the
doctors who helped us back
tofitnessin such ashorttime.
Comingintothelastround we
were definitely stressed as we
knew we had to be perfect.
But we found theright balance
between consistency and pace,
which meant that we were
finally able to seal another
title. It’sjust amassive relief.”

MEEKE CONFIRMED AT

TOYOTA THIS WEEK

Lappi move will trigger Meeke announcement as replacement

By David Evans

Kris Meeke will be confirmed
as a Toyota driver this week -
with the news expected on
the same day that Esapekka
Lappi’s move to Citroenis
announced.

MN’s sources say tomorrow
(Thursday)isthe day mostlikely
for the latest pieces of the World
Rally Championship’sdriver
marketjigsaw tofallinto place. As
soon as Citroen’s communication
issenttoreveal Lappialongside
Sebastien Ogier, Toyota will
trumpet Meeke’s full-time return
totheseries.

Meekereturnedtoarally car
for thefirsttime since departing
Citroenin May atlast weekend’s
RallyLegend event in San Marino.
Meeke drove a 2014-specification
Ford Fiesta RS WRCin the non-
competitive Stars display side
of theevent.

Derek Brannigan co-drove
Meekein San Marino, and Meeke’s
regularnavigator Paul Nagleis not
expected tofollow him to Toyota.
Meeke and Nagle have elected to go
their separate ways, with both sides
quick toreportan amicable split.

With Citroenlikely torun two

carsnextseason and Meeke
completing the Toyotatrio
alongside Ott Tanak and Jari-Matti
Latvala, only Hyundai and M-Sport
havetofirmup their2019squad -
andneitherisinany hurrytodoso.
Hyundaiteam manager Alain
Penasse told MN: “We have 66 per
cent of ourline-up sorted with
Thierry [Neuville] and Andreas
[Mikkelsen]. We'renotinarush
to getthe other seat sorted. We
cantalk topeoplein Spainand
decidethisafter thatevent.”
Penasse confirmed againthe
third i20 Coupe WRC will be
shared, with Dani Sordo all-but
certaintotakehalf therounds.
Headded: “If we have Sordo then
there are afew drivers who arenot
sorted and we will find somebody
to complete the line-up with Dani,
no problem. A lot of people are
talking about who’s going where
and what’s goingto happen, but
theyarejust guessing. Danihas
hadagood year, one of hisbest
thisyear,and he’skeen on apart-
programme next season, NOw
we have the time tofind somebody
who wantstosharethatcar.”
Asked if negotiations with
Paddon had cooled, Penasse said:
“No. Therearealot of driversout

there who are moreorlessthe
same [speed]. With Hayden, we're
keen todiscuss, but untilnow
wedidn’thaveacalendarto

talk about and his first question
would, understandably, be:
‘Whichrallies? Now we know
whichrallies are coming next
year, we can talk more about this.”

Ithasbeen speculated that drivers
couldbeloaned from oneteamto
thenext, but MNunderstandsthis
isunlikely to happen.

CraigBreen and Elfyn Evans
remain out of contractand
sources close to M-Sport admit
the Welshman’s staris beginning
tofade. Breen, however, remains
upbeat about his chances of
landingafull-time seat next season.
The mostlikely place for thatis
Malcolm Wilson’s M-Sport team.

Wilson said: “Honestly, that’s
notmy priority right now. Yes,
we'retalkingtopeople, but that
[next year’sdriverline-up]hasto
wait. We have tofocus on the next
tworallies and working towards
the championships. Once that’s
finished, then we will turn our
attention tonext year and see what
canbedone—but certainly, there
arenoannouncements coming
fromusinthenearfuture.”

e

Meeke appeared inaFord FiestainRallyLegend demos
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“Your quide to the rest
of the RC title fight’

Championship permutations, p18

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS

“Ogier’s Gwydir
stage was
simply superb”

-Pettef fésted on
_.gsphalt last week ebastien Ogierimpressed

himself with his second run

Solbergbrothers Petter and quickly thatmy brother Henning wehave and [in Turkey]Iwas butitfeelslike a World Rally .
| Henning will go head-to-head enteredtherace. Hereally wants notdrivingflat-out. Let’ssee.” Car. The suspensionisfantastic, i th rougr! Gwy.d" atWales Rally
atnext week’sRally of Spain todriveagainstmeagainandI Ahead of hisfirst WRCround you canfine-tuneitasyou GB f"a rl l_er this month. Well,
| asthepairrenew theirsibling think it’s really nice that both insix years, Petter completed his  want: if you like alittle bit of having time to watch and
~ rivalryinthe WRC2class. brotherswillbetogetheragain.” pre-eventtestinSpainlastweek. understeeroroversteer, you rewatch his onboards (courtesy,
Petter Solberg—the 2003 Asked what he expected the “We did four days,” he said. haveall thetoolstodoit.” once again of the ground-breaking and
WRC champion-will drive resulttobe, Petter replied: “[Eric] Camillidid two days Asked what he thought might H brilliant WRC+ service on WRC.com),
one of two Volkswagen Polo “What canIsay? He’'snever thenIdid two.IwasEric’s be possible in terms of aresultin I can only agree
. GTIR5sinSalou-with Eric beaten me-sohewillnotbeat co-driverforsomerunsandl Spain, Solbergsaid: “You have to . ,? . .
Camilliinthesister car—while meagain. Sorry Henning!” can’tsay I'magood co-driver, rememberIhaven’'tdonearally Havey 9“ seen it?If not, dip yourhand in your
Henningisexpectedtomakea Henningrocketed back into butIcansaythathe’savery insix yearssothereisn’tsomuch pocket, fire a few Euros the promoter's way
second world championship the WRC with sixth overall at good, talented driver! pressure onmy shoulders. Ireally and then lock yourselfin a darkened room
appearance of the seasonin Rally Turkeylastmonth, in “Idon’tknow howmany wanttodowell. Let’sstartand and prepare for some serious commitment.
aToksport Skoda FabiaR5. anR5car. Heisfocused on kilometresIdid on Tarmac, see how we go. It would benice Ogier’s notaloose, ragged—edge kind ofa
Pettertold MN: “WhenI finalising a dealfor Spain. butitwasafullday. Then we tomakeasurprise, butthereare . . .
entered with Volkswagen to “Iwanttodoit,” hetold did 210km [130 miles] on gravel somany good drivers and hard | dnv.er',BL.Jt forthose nine and a half minutes,
do Spain,ithappened very MN. “It’s clear what speed ontheotherday.It’'sanR5car, competitioninthe[WRC2] class.” Oglers righthand was testament to the push

he was giving this one. His right hand israrely in
contact with the Ford Fiesta WRC's steering
wheel, instead it's flicking the paddle for another
gear, tweaking the handbrake to square the

WRC’s 2019 calendar CALENDAR rear up or just hovering over the top ofthe

fi d J wheel ready to catch and offer his constantly-
conrtirmed, no Japan WRC2019 sawing left hand assistance should it be needed.
World Rally Championship teams have given That hovering right hand is the mark of a driver
nextyear’s 14-round calendar a guarded welcome. Jan 24-27 Monte Carlo Rally onacharge and giving it everything.

The calendar was revealed at a World Motor Feb14-17 |Rally Sweden That and awindscreen filled with frightening
Sport Council meetingin Parislast week and, Mar 7-10 Rally Mexico . . .
while WRC Promoteris frustrated at Japan Mar 28-31 | Tourde Corse regglarlty with nothing but trees; Shf“ bs’ and
losingitsslotto Corsica, the feelingremains Apr 25-28 Rally Argentina glorious autumn .colours - |don'tthinkI've
that 2019 will be more affordable avoiding May 9-12 Rally Chile ever seen an Ogier car slide as much asthe
the trip to Honshu. May 30-Jun 2 | Rally Portugal #1 Fiestadid in Gwydir 2.

The teams voted against 15rounds and Jun13-16 Rally Italy And as for the narrow asphalt section in the middle,
Hyundai’s Alain Penasse said he wasn’t Aug 1-4 Rally Finland it was treated almost like a stretch of Swedish
surprised to see Corsica ba<’:k, dfesplte its Aug 22-25 | Rally Germany snow, with the bank on the outside usedto h elp
absence from the promoter’s original Sep 12-15 | Rally Turkey . . . s
14-round calendar proposal. Oct3-6 Rally GB nudge thg carintheright dlrgctlop and keep the

“It’smaybe a bit unrealistic tolook at who = ‘ S Oct24-27 |Rally Spain French pair on the almost straight in the very narrow.
isin charge of the FIA [not to expect Corsica Tour de Corse is back on the calendar: Nov14-17 |Rally Australia It was simply superb. And little wonder that
tobeback], butalsoit would be a bit strange Ogier was so pleased with his work.

for Japan to be given a space before it runs
its candidate event [in November],” he said.

The Great Orme run that followed was almost

“There’s talk that the FIA wants 16 ralliesin as Impressive. Having drlyen ’.[hat Ifoad afew .
the future—aslongas we know this is coming Rallying decisions made 42 days for WRC boost the number of times, albeit inthe opposite direction, to see him
and we can plan, that’s fine. Fourteen rounds atthe World Motor Sport  manufacturer teams. official manufacturers. sending his Fiesta up the hilland past ‘millionaire’s
fornextyearisgoodnews,it’'swhatweallwanted. §| Council meeting M The maximum potential WRC2 Pro will be open row’ at 110mph was impressive, but to see him
Wehgvefqundasolutionandwe_haveacalgndar.” competitive stage distance to factory teams and slashing across the kerb and carrying so, so, so
; Cﬁeﬁiﬁflugeﬁforghegrzt tlmfe, runnln%a M Drivers to:;(.elect thetl)r ;‘L;t;rorr 500 to 350km or &I’/eRV\(l:SQOfrﬂy, Ie.awtng much speed around the rock face was insane

ortnig er fellow South American counter own competition numbers miles. or privateers. : - .

Rally Argentina. The remainder of therallies next season. B WRC2tobe givena M The under-supported given hOW inappropriate the .tyres were fqrthe
remain in the same order aslast season and M Testing cut from 55 to new class in an effort to WRC3 class will be canned. occasion and the lack O_f feeling and precision
broadly at the same time. from a gravel set-up which would have left the car

feeling like it was standing on stilts. If Ogier wants

asixth straight title, he’s going to have to find that

very same fight and fire in the next two rallies.
Now, what else has caught our eye this week?

?aii?ggggish Ohyes... we have a calendar. With next season
freerider just over two months away, we finally know
Andreu where we're going in 2019.

Lacondeguy And we're not going to Japan. I must admit, 'm
g:’lvl"‘;::‘; 2:;15"‘ very, very disappointed about that. Japan and
par; ofaRallg the Jape.meselsupport is huge forthe World Rally
Portugal stage, Championship and I really wasn't convinced
lastweek.The about the decision to cast Tokyo and its very

bike ace’sroute welcome Yen aside in favour of Corsica.

was shortened Theflip side of that is, it's Corsica.

giventhathe And, yes, | know we'll spend far too long running
2:: m: ‘iggls)hp up, dOV\{n and around the i.sland.’s 10,000 corners
butthe Hyunda’i in pursuit of aworld championship rally, but it doesn't
stillwon.Sordo matter. It's Corsica. It's one of the classics, the
willreturnto series’ founding fathers and, for reasons of history,
WRC competition heritage and a bit of nostalgia, it's welcome back.

inSpainlater

this month. ?g.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk




Skoda close to WRC2
hat-trick on Rally Spain

Skodaslook settoseala1-2-3in WRC2,
while Pontus Tidemand’s failure to win
the class on Wales Rally GB has dealt
his championship hopes a huge blow.

Tidemand wasasmuch asasecond-
per-mile slower than team-mate and
eventual winner Kalle Rovanperaon
WalesRally GB’s Thursday and Friday
stageslast month, taking valuable
points away from 2017 WRC2 champion
Tidemand. Swede Tidemand’s season
lookstobe over withno entries from
Skoda planned, and sixthin the WRC2
classin Spain will give 36-year-old Jan
Kopecky afirst WRC2 title.

“My feelingis good,” said Tidemand
of Wales Rally GB, despite missingthe
chanceto claw back points on an absent
Kopecky. “It was atrickyrally, there were
many R5s. His[Rovanpera’s] speed has
been good earlier this year. It’s very fast,
andit’ssurprisingon Fridayinthese
conditions, he wasreally quick.”

Rovanperaneeds six points—seventh
placein class—tooverturn M-Sport’s
Gus Greensmith for third in the WRC2
championship andis headingto Spain
with Kopecky. Rovanpera confirmed he
was “surprised” athow far he wasahead
onRally GB, which was his second WRC2
win after takingthe classin Australialast
year, where he was the only class entrant.

Rovanpera hurt T1demand s points

Ingram withdraws
Spain entry for budget

Chris Ingram has pulled his
entry for next week’s Rally
of Spain - the Briton will
save his budget for next year.
The Skoda Fabia R5 driver
scored a strong second place
at Rally Liepajain Latvia last
weekend, bouncing back from
atroublesome outing at Rally
GB, when he landed his
Toksport-run carin a bog,
flooding the car up to its seats.
“We’re saving the budget now
for this year,” said Ingram.
“I’m working towards 2019.
This year, the first year of
four-wheel drive, it’s been an
incredible year but alearning
year as well. Next year we want
it to be our winning year.”
Manchester driver Ingram,
who narrowly missed out on
back-to-back ERC Junior
titles last weekend to Nikolay
Gryazin in Latvia (seereport,
page27),is hoping to raise
enough budget to compete
in WRC2 next season.
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Iriz is ready for
asphalt testing

-

" ByJack Benyon

. The British-built Proton Iriz R5 is closing
i~ onits FIA homologation inspection and
- could be seen in competitive World

Rally Championship action at January’s
Monte Carlo Rally.
The Mellors Elliot Motorsport-built car

' ~ hasbeenindevelopment since 2016, with

MEM team principal Chris Mellors’ son doing
the majority of test work. Two-time world
champion Marcus Gronholm also completed
testmileage in the Irizlatelast year.

“December 1isthehomologationdate,”
said Mellors. “Now the paperwork isdone
they [the FIA] arereally just comingto check
the size and weight we have put forward are
as specified.

“Weare a small team and homologation
hastaken longer than perhaps we would

have wanted, but saying that we’ve made
quite afew changes and improvementsas
we’ve gone alongand it’s pretty good now,
it’safabulouscar.

“Marcus [Gronholm] was stunned by it, he
was fantastic. I’d like to have him back before
toolongtojust see how far we've got with the
development.I’dliketo have hisinputand I
think he’skeen soit will be nice to gethim
backin duringthenottoodistant future.”

Mellors confirmed Monteis the target for
the car’s WRC debut, and that more cars are
currentlyinbuildtoadd to MEM’s test car,
whichissetfor asphalt running next week.

“We’ve got threemore carsin build,” added

Mellors.“We’ve sold two, soit’s starting tocome

together now. We would like to go to Monte. We
want to have everything signed off and see how
the [homologation] inspection goes. There’s
plenty of timetoputanentryinafterthat.”

Photos: Chicane Media, Jakob Ebrey, Red Bull Content Pool

Mellors to drive Iriz on Malton Rally

MEM’s Proton IrizR5 test car
will get a fourth competitive outing
atnextmonth’s Malton Rally.

The MEM outfit sponsorsthe
November4event and the car
will get afinal run for more
development beforeits
homologation on December1.
Ollie Mellors will drive the Iriz,
havingfinished third onthe
event when the car madeits
competitive debutlast year.

Since thenithas won the
Grizedale Rally atthe end of
last year and the Cambrian Rally
atthestart of this season.

“The car Ollieis driving [on
the Malton Rally]is the test car,

it’sdonethousands of milesand
we’venothad any problems,”
said MEM team principal Chris
Mellors. “Wearerunningitand
deliberately notreplacing certain
bitstoseehowlongtheylast.
“We’rehopingfor areasonable
result. Butit’sjustanother
test. We’ve actually got some
different damper specifications
we want torun and weliketotry
and supportthe Malton event
because we sponsorit. We’lldo
thatinstead of doingatest.”
Last year’s winner Charlie
Paynehasalsoentered the
Malton Rally which has
almostfilledits 90 entries.

Parry (1) won BRC title with Elfyn Evansbackin2016

Co-driver CraigParryhasbeen
forced toretirefromrallyingin
theknowledge that arepeat of
theaccident that hospitalised
himin Germany this summer
could cost him hislife.

Parry was co-driving for Gus

R5lefttheroadin their pre-Rally
Germany test. The Welshman
suffered serious hip and pelvic
injuries and remained in hospital
in Trier for three weeks following
an11-houroperation.

Theformer British Rally
champion hasbeentold he
cannot compete again.

“The decision was completely
outof myhands,” Parry told MN.

Greensmith when their Ford Fiesta

“It wasthepelvic specialist, when
we went to see him that was my
first question. His words wereit
wasa ‘catastrophicinjury’.
“HesaidI'll befitenoughto
comeback, but anotherimpact
likethat won’tfix again. Atbest
I'dbeinawheelchairandatthe
worse’d bedead. You’d neverbe
abletogetinarally car with that
intheback of your mind.
“Thehardestthing was dealing
with that: one minute you are OK,
that’s yourjob, that’s your life,
andthenext minute youare being
told you can’tgoback toit. That
was the hardest pill to swallow.”
Parry admitted hehad been

Navigator Craig Parry forced to retire after Rally Germany injuries

sincetheaccident,adding: “The
Greensmith family have been
fantastic. I have been humbled
by the amount of people that
have beenintouch. PhilMillsin
particularhasbeen in touch almost
every day sincel had theaccident
and Phil Pugh’sanother.Idon’t see
myself asbeingin the publiceye
oranything.Iseemyself asaguy
wholovesthe sport. Butit’snot
until somethinglike thishappens
that yourealise how much you
are appreciated by people.”

Of Greensmithheadded: “I'm
sureI'll still be involved with
him in some way shape or form,
butnottobeinthat carisgoingto

amazed atthe supporthe’sreceived bedifficult.”
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‘Gryazin wins ERC

Under 28 championship’

Rally Latvia, p21
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Cronin won

title in 2017

Malcolm Wilson wants
his M-Sportoutfitto
returntothe British Rally
Championshipnext year,

after athird successive year

of its Ford FiestaR5taking
theoverall BRCtitle.

Elfyn Evans drovea DMACK-
shod, Autotek-run cartothe
titlein 2016, before Keith
Cronin and most recently
Matt Edwards campaigned
M-Sport-runcarstothe’17and
"18 BRC titles, respectively.

While Evansremains with
theteaminthe WRC, Cronin
moved ontoa Hyundaiforthis
season. Edwards could appear
in WRC2 orthe ERC according
tohisbacker Peter Smith,
althoughhehasn’truled out
defendingthe crowninabidto
becomethe 13th drivertotake
two or more BRC titles.

“Threeyearsonthetrot,

“Yeah for sure [M-Sport wants

that’simpressive!” said Wilson.

toreturn].Idon’t know what
Matt’splansare yet.

“Butit’sourhomeand if
there’s one place you want to
bestrongthenit’sin your
homeevents.

“We’lllook to have the
strongest presence we canin
the BRC.

“It’s greatforus commercially
that people are winningin our

product, that’s what keepsus
herefightingatthe sport’s
highestlevel.”

Wilson, the 1994 BRC
champion alongside Bryan
ThomasinaFord EscortRS

Cosworth, believes the seriesis

movingintherightdirection

withits calendarfor next year.

R5entries have dropped this
season, but Wilson believes
theinclusion of new events—

the serieshasadded West Cork

and the Galloway Hills Rally
nextyear—couldhelpto
stimulate competition.

“OK, there’snot thenumbers
there waslast year, butlooking

at what they are proposing for

theeventsnextyear,Ithinkit’'sa
good spread of events,” he said.

“Certainly, if you’reayoung
driver, you're getting good
experiencein placeslike Cork.

Matt Edwards 2018 t1t1e—w1nmng Fiestawasrun by M- Sport

Evans delivered
2016 Fiesta title

There’s another good platform
for the championship toevolve
againnextyear.”

Theseries will notreturn |
to Wales Rally GBnext year
unlessoneof itseventsare l
cancelled, asthe WRCround
isareserveevent.

Yates to drive Brettex Skoda Fabia .

Rally winner James ‘JJ’ Yates
will return to the Neil Howard
Stages at Oulton Park for the

However, JJ hasn’tdriven

bit of fun.I'venever had fun

JJ Yates to return to Oulton after two-year hiatus

the Skoda Fabia R5bought
by thefamily at the start of
this year having previously

drivingrally carson gravel
itjustfeelsalien tome. Ifeel
morein controlandIdoenjoy

firsttimein two yearsashe had two Ford FiestaR5s,and driving the car on Tarmac.
targetsatopfiveonthe hasn’tdone any rallying since “IliketothinkIcanbe
Motorsport News Circuit the2016eventat OultonPark. knockingonthe door for
Rally Championship event. “It’'sashared car but atopfiveoratopthree.
Yates, brother of British obviously Rhys’s calendar I'mabitolderandabit
Rally Championship isabitbusierthan minein wiser now and capable of
frontrunner Rhys, hastwo it,” said JJ Yates. “Rhysis learningabit quicker.”
outingsinanR5car,winning  co-drivingfor me andthat Rhys Yates will take on next
the Rockingham Sunday willbealaugh. We'llseeif he ~ weekend’sRally Spain in the
Stagesin 2015 and second cangetmeinontime... Fabia withregular co-driver
onthe Neil Howardin 2016. “Firstandforemostit’sa Elliott Edmondson, then join

JJ forthe November 3 event.

Reynolds almost lost Cadet title with damper damage

Jordan Reynolds says heis
lucky to have won the Cadet
Classin the British Rally
Championship’s Wales Rally
GBfinalelast month, after
broken dampers on thelast day.
Both Reynolds and standout
Wales Rally GB star Finlay
Retson broke axleson the
Gwydir stage, but Reynolds
was able to seal the title after
the last stage of the event was
cancelled due toanincident
unrelated torally competition.
“We werejustinreserve mode
tryingto get around, and the
final jump over the finish of the
Great Orme Stage, the dampers

failed completely and both
areruined,” said Reynolds,
co-drivenin his Ford Fiesta
R2 by Peredur Wyn Davies.
“We struggled and couldn’t
doanythingtofixit. We
crawled through Gwydir and
lost about three minutes.
“We’relucky thelast stage
was cancelled, we couldn’t get
around a 90-right or left so the
roundabout on the Great Orme
would have been anightmare.
Wemanagedtodriveitbackto
Deeside and luckily we walked
away with the championship.”
After beating Johnnie
Mulholland by just three

points to win the Cadet title,
Reynolds now has hisentries
paid for next season’s Prestone
Motorsport News Junior
British Rally Championship.
“Wearelooking tostepupand
plans are underway already to
try and secure that,” he added.
“Wedon’treally havea
choiceasit’sin the regs the
Cadet winner has tostepup.
Wehavetochooseacar.It’sa
tricky one, we're still looking,
“Whether to buy orrent, the
costis almost double between
the Fiesta [1600cc] and the
other R2s. We’ll definitely get
thereI know that much.”

Reynolds suffered damperissue

&
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B GROUP NATIONAL EDITOR

JACK
BENYON

“Rally GB was
a mixed bag for
British series”

ever havelbeen so
conflicted about a
championship, or
more specifically
an event as part of
a championship.

In many ways, Wales Rally GB delivered
everything it should have done for the
British Rally Championship; intense
drama as Matt Edwards almost missed
his chance to win the title after hitting a
bank, and David Bogie showing that he
could take on the might of some of the
world’s WRC2 manufacturer teams with
stunning speed in North Wales, even running
further down the order on Friday given his
inability to enter WRC2 and BRC due to
conflicting regulations between the two.

It was a thorough test of man and machine,
against some of the world’s best. | don’t
believe any national championship can
combine the strong events already featured
on the calendar with afinale as tough as
Wales Rally GB.

The negatives came from the non-
competition aspect. The championship
did its best to make an occasion, but its
champion Matt Edwards was servicing
200 metres away from the rest of the
competitors thanks to his M-Sport backing.
While the teams were mostly kept together,
it didn'’t feel obvious to a casual fan that
they were walking through a group of
British Rally Championship competitors,
the service park arch being a kindly reminder.

It was a brilliant effort by the organisers and
the event delivered for BRC crews, but fears
that it would become lost in the World Rally
Championship event were sadly realised.

In the future, if the series had more entries,
competitors may help to create more of
an atmosphere around it, but for now it
was a case study that has many positives
and negatives.

BRC organisers had already decided to
drop the event to reserve status for2019
as it goes in adifferent direction, mixing with
the Irish Tarmac and Scottish championships
as bestas possible.

On the entries front, chatting to competitors
over the Rally GB weekend, the majority are
wanting areturn to the series. While those on
the outside looking in and watching numbers
drop have called for the BRC's head, within
the series the competitors are aware of the
incredible test the championship offers and
have, in most cases, backed it completely.

Next year's calendar was well received,
from the last car on the road up to Malcolm
Wilson of M-Sport, with trips to the
Cambrian, West Cork and Galloway
Hills providing a welcome shake-up and a
chance to share more events with the Irish
Tarmac and Scottish championships.

Looking at the excellent performances
of Bogjie and Tom Cave in particular from
Wales Rally GB, it's clear the BRC provides
arole in allowing younger drivers to learn
and compete with the world’s best.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Fighting their way through the remnants
of Storm Callum, Kevin Davies/Michael
Gilbey took another decisive win on the
1000 Lanes Road Rally on Saturday
night. Never headed, the pair romped
home with a victory margin of overa
minute. The result virtually secures the
Welsh Championship for Gilbey with
three rounds remaining, the next being the
infamous Cilwendeg on October 27/28.

The battle for second place was much
closer with Andy Davies/Dale Bowen
beating George Williams/Daniel Stone
by one second. Davies and Bowen had
been unfortunate to pick up a puncture
on the second section, losing two
minutes, but were then fortunate in that
the section had to be scrubbed due to
anunrelated route blockage. This result
may be significant at the end of the
season as the two drivers battle for the
Welsh Championship drivers’ crown.

Defending champions Mark ‘GT’
Roberts/Dylan Jenkins’ hopes of of
retaining their title faded as they suffered
apuncture on the final section and
trailed inin eighth place.

Ex-World Rally Championship
co-driver Nicky Grist made arare
outing on the event, taking 20th overall
with Steve Davies in a Ford Escort.

Ian Mills

Results

Organiser: Heads of the Valley Auto Club When: October
13/14 Where: south east Wales Championships: WAMC
Route: 110 Miles Starters: 73.

1 Kevin Davies/ Michael Gilbey (Ford Escort) 2m32s; 2 Andy
Davies/ Dale Bowen (Subaru Impreza) +1m13s; 3 George
Williams/ Daniel Stone (Escort); 4 Matthew Jones/ Osian
Davies (Vauxhall Astra); 5 Craig Bowler/ Chris Whittall (Honda
Civic Type R); 6 Matt Barker/Jordan Dziadulewicz (Peugeot
206); 7 Steve Knibbs/Andrew Edwards (Proton Satria); 8 Mark
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Bogie hit a bale and
retired last weekend

“There will be abit more aero on
our car,abitmore carbonfibre, alot

ByJack Benyon

show it off and let people appreciate it
becauseI'marally fan atheart.

Kinloch have builtanew car, starting
in 2017, with Kinloch given “freerein”

British Rally Championship
frontrunner David Bogie will
debut a newly-built modified
Ford Escort Mk2 at the Killarney
Historic Rally in December,
labelling the car “extra special’.

Long-term Escortfan Bogie hasdriven

aMillington-engined Ford Escort Mk2
inrecent years, most notably winning
the Donegal National Rally in 2016.

But that car was originally built for
gravel, andis therefore heavier than
most of theleading modified Escort
Mk2 carsinIreland.

Bogie and his Escort guru Hamish

todevelop atop-spec machine.

“If it wasn’t for Hamish we wouldn’t
havebuilt the second car;, his
enthusiasm and dedication to building
the car, we’vemore or less given him
freerein with it,” Bogie told MN.

“He[Kinloch]treats that car more
like his own, Ithink we’re going to get
tothe stage whereI’m goingtohaveto
askhimif I canuseit!

“We wanted to take advantage of
Hamish’senthusiasm and put together
somethingthatisreally special.Iget
asmuch enjoyment out of people
appreciatingthecar.Igotoralliesand

“Ilove goingtotheralliesand having
alook atnice Escorts, there’sthat sense
of pride, proud to show it off. To build
something modern, reliable, different,
andimprovethe areas where we can,
that wastheaim.”

The car will have a prototype 2.5-litre
Millington engine, with a six-speed
Tractiv gearbox and traction control,
in-line with most modified Escorts
currently competing.

ButBogie confirmed to MNthat
there would be afew optional extras
which would mark the car out from
the Escorts already competing.

of one-off carbon panels made for the
car, justtomake thatit thatlittle bit
different. Visually we’ve tried tomake
itdifferent tothe current car.I’'msure
people will say ‘Idon’tlikethisand
that’. Yes, it would be nice tomake the
car completely different, butI wanted
ittobeaMKk2. We could have taken it
greatly away from what the carisbutI
wanted to stay with the traditional look
makingit different where we could.”
Despiteitstitle, the Killarney Historic
Rally hasarally formodern carsas well,
which annually features a fierce battle
for top modified honours.

‘GT’ Roberts/ Dylan Jenkins (VW Golf GTi); 9 Jamie Crump/
Clive Jones (Escort); 10 Alyn Welshy/ Mark Rodway (Escort).
Class Winners: Daniel Williams/Shaun Richards (BMW
318ti); David Barrell/ Sarah Canning (Peugeot 205).

Davies/ Gill;ey won 1000 anes

Four Group A Subaru Legacys could compete in the UK next year McG@arrity after

more wins in Tyrone

Despite already sealingarecord-
breakingeighth NorthernIreland
Rally Championship title, Derek
McGarrity will take partinthe
finalround of the series this

“My mainbusiness: I'vejust
solditandthat will freemy
factoryuptoprepthesecars.
I'vegota Group A-specLegacy
with a38mmrestrictor, we’ve
taken it to Belgium and we were
50-seconds per stage quicker

The Legacys competeregularly
onthe continent and could even
fight high up the order on BTRDA
eventsoverall.

Fenwick-whohasowned
various cars with period
significance from Ford Focus

Asmany asfour Group A-spec
Subaru Legacys could compete
inthe BTRDA next season, with
Andrew Fenwick set tohire
outthecars.
DuetoFIArulestheLegacy
iseligible to competein historic

rallyingnow, and with four- WRCsto SEAT Ibiza F2 kit thanthehistorics on some events. weekend on the Tyrone Stages.
wheel-drive, 38mm turbo cars—believesthere will be Ona38mm1Ithink the car will McGarrity was crowned champion
restrictor producing 350bhp, amarketfor the cars. bereally difficultto beat. onthe Bushwhacker Rally despite

“I'vegotfour cars, three left-
hand drive and aright-hand-drive
car,” said Fenwick. “I picked
the fourth one up on Sunday.

“Ongravel you'reup against
BDA and BDG EscortsandIjust
can’tseethosetouchingafour-
wheel-drive Legacy.”

havingtoretire atfirst service
because of an oil leak on the engine
of his Ford Focus World Rally Car.

“Itovershadowed what we
achieved on the Bushwhacker
Rally, which was an eighth title,”
said McGarrity.

“I'm goingtothe Tyrone Stages
Rally with the sole intention of
winningit.”

McGarrity hasentered the Focus
used on the Bushwhacker, butit
won’t beready for the eventand he
will bring a yet-to-be-confirmed
machineinstead.

The Tyrone Stages was last
usedin 2016, and isreturningto
the former military complex
near Magilligan. Over afifth of
the stage mileage will be new after
the organiser managed to open up
newroadstouseatthe venue.

they arelikely to shake-up
i =T o e historicrallying whichis
e ' s currently dominated by BDA
Legacys W111 be built to 1990-spec for historic rally class andBDGFordEscorts.

Jennings targets more European outings after another win in France

inlast week’s RallyLegend in
Italy, but was unable to. Instead,
he could enter Rallye du Condroz,
which takes place at the start

of nextmonth.

“RallyLegend wasonthe
cards, butit’stoo close to Rallye
Charlemagne, and the car would
need tohave been prepped again,
soif weare goingto doonemore
rally before the end of the year,
it’sprobably goingto be the
CondrozRally,” he said.

Garry Jennings could spend 2019
competingentirely in France
after securingback-to-back wins
onmainland Europe.
The 2013 Irish Tarmac champion
was victorious twicein France
in September, winning Rallye
du Bethunois (September 8/9)
and Rallye Charlemagne
(September 29/30).
“ThefactthatIleftmy car over
in Franceinstead of takingit back
home should tell you all you need

BLACKER AND RUDDOCK SEAL MULL TARGA RALLY VICTORY > > JPAGE 19|

toknow,” he told Motorsport News.
“I'mkeentodomoreralliesin
Francenext year,and maybe even
afewoverinBelgium, butthat’sa
decisionI'llmake onceI’'vehadthe
chanceto speak to my sponsors.
“Thefirst time we went over to
France atthe start of September
we did soasthe underdogs—noone
gave usachance—sotocome out
ontop,that gave everyoneinthe
teamimmense satisfaction.”
Jennings had hoped totake part

Jennings’ Ipreza onthe ally Charlemagne




18 OCTOBER 17 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk

FEATUR

=

e
-.:"i-"_ﬂ' -

Léa&er Neuville
has it all to lose

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Wales Rally GB win was a vital one for Ogier

David Evans looks ahead to a tense World Rally Championship title run-in

tandby...I’'m going
in.I'mgoingto
reveal the precise
connotations of
whoneedstodo
what to be World
Rally champion
nexttimeoutin Spain.

NoI'mnot.I'mcomingout. My
head hurts. It wouldn’tbe sobad if
it wasjust the straightforward
25points up for grabs, but the
powerstage hurlsamathematical
curveball which putsany coherent
equations beyond my abacusandl.

Onafundamentallevel, we can all
agreethat Thierry Neuvilleis the
only driver who could walk away
with the drivers’ titlein Salou. Even
if the Belgian failed to score a single
pointin Spain and Sebastien Ogier
took all 30, the defending champ
would stillneed to secure seven
more pointsin Australia to take
asixth successivetitle.

Asfor Ott Tanak, 21 downon
Neuville, he kind of needs both his
rivalstoendure apointlesstriptothe
season’s only mixed-surfaceround
tostand any kind of chance. If that
happened and he took amaximum
30, then he would lead the seriesinto
Australia on 198 points, compared
with 189 for Neuville and 182 for Ogier.

Enough with the hypothetical
number crunching.

Let’s get down to what we know.
Andlet’sdeal with thisthingonan

ST K N D \]
World Rally Championship
NO|DRIVER |CAR | PTS
1 | Theirry Neuville Hyundaii20 | 189
2 |SebastienOgier |FordFiesta |[182
3 | OttTanak ToyotaYaris | 168
4 |EsapekkalLappi Toyota Yaris | 104
5 |Jari-MattiLatvala |ToyotaYaris |98
6 |Andreas Mikkelsen |Hyundaii20 |83

Remaining rounds: Rally Spain (October 25-28), Rally Australia
(November 15-18). Points: 25-18-15-12-10-8-6-4-2-1,
plus 5-4-3-2-1 for the powerstage on each event.

' event-by-eventbasis. There’snot

much point talking about Australia
until we’ve got Spain done and
dusted. So, what can we expect
from Catalunya?

Intermsof successin thehills
around Tarragona, Neuvilleand
Tanak simply can’t come close to
Ogier. Since 2013, he’sbeen strong,
butnotdominantin Spain. That
first winin Salou five years ago
was classic Ogier. Heled, dropped
aminute with a puncture then
hammered everybody through the
final day’s gravel (admittedly from
apreferable place furtherback on
theroad)towin.

Avyearon, another win, but this
time much more straightforward,
winning Terra Altaon Friday
morningand stayingoutfront for
thenexttwoand ahalf days. A year
onandthe world went a little bit
mad. Almostaminute up goinginto
thefinal 2015 stage, Ogier pushed
for powerstage points and tripped
himself up. Heran wide, whacked
abarrier andretired on the spot.

Normal service was resumed with
awin12monthsonandlast yearhe
played second fiddle toafinedrive
from Kris Meeke.

Neuvilleand Tanak can talk of
nothinglike thatkind of paceand
potentialin Spain. By hisown
admission, round 12istheone
Ogierfancies.

“Iknow we can be competitive
there,” he says. “But whenit comes
to Australiathen anything can
happen!In Spain, runningorder
canmakeadifference...”

Hisvoicetrailsaway. He’s sewn

the seed, doesn’tneed to do any more.

Nobody in the world championship
knowshowmuch opening theroad
and sweepingdry gravel aside can
costadriverlike Ogier does, he’s

| spentyearsatit.

Tanak: needs a slice of luck

Ogier is just seven points back

COING DOWN TO THE WIRE

Andnowit’s Neuville’s turn.

And day one of the penultimate
round of the season on Friday
October 26 could bethe biggest day
of the Hyundai driver’s careerto
date. Get thisoneright, containthe
timelossand he’ll carry speed and
confidenceintoa weekend on asphalt
which should be much, much more
straight forward for him and hisi20.

Shouldbe... Last season he
struggled like hell with an unwieldy,
understeering car which he simply
couldn’tnaildown onthe Tarmac
andeventually droppeditand took
awheel off onthefinal morning.

Now morethanever, Thierry
needstoknow he can counton the
carbeneath him.

But, let’snot forget, Neuville’s
theman at thetop of thetable; the
manoutfront. Right now, this
championship’sstill histolose.

His seven-pointadvantage would,
however, be wiped outin onefell

swoopif Ogier wins—obviously
depending on who getstheireyein
and whacks that powerstage curve
ball out of the ground.

And what chance Tanak? Cruelly,
he’stheabsolute outsider now. He’s
entirely reliant on hisrivals hitting
trouble and no longer master of his
own destiny. Hisretirement from
thelastround in Wales was one of
the hardest to stomach for impartial
onlookers. Tanak hasbossed this
seriesforthelastfourrallies. Yes,
helucked-intothe Turkey win, but
he wasthere, kept his Toyota in the
middle of theroad and drove slowly
fastesttoscorethe hat-trick. Butlast
time out, he was comfortably fastest,
could and really should have come
outof Deeside atthe top of the table.

Itwould beno surprise tosee Tanak
winningboth of thefinal rallies. He’s
likely tobe third on theroad on day
onein Spain and Australiaand that’ll
give him the edge over just about

everybody. But21 points...it’s very,
very difficult to see him overturning
thatkind of deficitnow.

So,forme, Ogier’sthe oneto watch
in Spain. Missingan open goalin
Turkey would, undoubtedly, have
been a pretty bigthingto get over,
but Sebastien’smental strength is
beyond question. He’d put his
Marmaris mishap to bed by wheels-
up out of Dalaman on Sunday night
and Wales simply served to balloon
thesails above his M-Sport Ford
Fiesta WRC. Ogier goes to Spain
very firmly on the front foot,
attackingand pushingfor another
successful title defence.

Whatabout Neuville’s mental
strength? Where will hishead be?
Having watched this guy mature and
mend his ways over thelast couple of
years, I havelittle doubt that he can
match Ogier. As Sebsays, he’s got
the pointsin hispocket. Let’s seeif
hecankeepthemthere. ®
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Neuville is chasing first title
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MullTarga Rally

By John Fife

Organiser: Mull Car Club & Saltire Rally Club When: October
13 Where: Tobermory, Isle of Mull Tests: 12 Starters: 61.

Bevan Blacker and Abi Ruddock
scored aclear-cut victoryonthe
Mull Targa Rally last weekend.
Abitof good fortune was
required, however, as Blacker
suffered a tank-slapper between
theforestditchesintest12, outof
the 14 timed testsin total, when
the Peugeot 106 got out of phase
in therain-drenched conditions.
Initially itlooked as though
Andrew Johnson had taken second
placeinhis46-year-old Lancia
Fulvia, but when the observer’s
checksheets werehandedina
10-second penalty for strikinga
cone marker onthefirst test of the
day wasadded tohistotal. Healso
lost precious seconds with amisfire
after awatersplashintest11, buthe
did win the overall Historic award.
That meant he tied with Geoff

Toyota Corolla. Hefinished just
seven seconds clear of fellow
Scot Ryan Hay in his Toyota Paseo.

Inaremarkable 10th place overall
was Mazda MX-5roadster driver
Fraser Hughes whohad left Tain
inthefarnorthof Scotland at
0300hrs on the morningof the
rally to catch thefirstferry,and
thenimmediately afterwards left
tocatchthelateferryanddrive
home. He and co-driver Peter
Maclnnes’ efforts wererewarded
with the Spirit of the Rally award.

Allan Clark had beenin the
topsixearlyinthedayuntilan
alternator problem dropped
hisHillman Avenger back,
while Alan Rosslost out onthe
top 10 when he beached the
Citroenontest11.

John Rintoul won Sunday’s
Mornish Time Trialin his
Mitsubishi Lancer, taking the
trophy for fastest time of the day
on hislastrun by 0.6s from Tommi
Graham, alsoin a Mitsubishi.
Results

Photo:John Fife

i)

Peugeot 106
proved ample

Photo: Martin Walsh, Jack Clayden Photography

Ross Le Noa hags first Jersey Rally win hy nearly two minutes

JerseyRally

BylanHarden

Organiser: Jersey Motor Cycle & Light Car Club When:
October12/13 Where: Jersey Championships:

the off he powered through the
openingstagesin Trinity and
St Martins, setting three fastest
timesinarowtoopenal4.2s

Peugeot 208 R2 a heroicfifth.
Saturday morning’s stages

consisted of thefast, open St

Johnstestand the tight confines

ACSMC; ASWMC Sealed Surface; RAC Historic Asphalt gapover Simon Le Noa, while of Waterworks Valley. Here,
Stages: 28 Starters:80. perennial Jersey frontrunners Simon Le Noa pushed for the
Jeremy Baudains/James lead until he clipped a wall and
Ford Escort MK2 pairing Ross Ollivro (Escort Mk2) contested knocked hishandlingawry.
LeNoaand Dominic Volante third with Morris/Gully. The Morris, third, said his short-

combined season-long good
form withlocal knowledge to
take their maiden Jersey Rally

lead battle continued through
theeveningin St Brelade and
LeRossignol, pursued by top

stroke engine waslosing out
on power while Mauger
admitted to “wringing the

win. But victory came only UK crew Simon Chapman/ car’sneck” tostay onthepace.
afteratitanic scrap with Simon Neil Colmanin their Proton Unfortunately, Fossey’s terrific
LeNoa/Katie Le Blancq’s Ford Satria Millington. runcametoanabruptend,

Champs: O’Reilly
(1) and Boyle (1)

Dean/Suzanne Barker, but Dean
had been four seconds quicker on
thetie-deciding openingtest with
his SuzukiIgnis which had been
rescuedfromitsintended final
triptoascrapyardfor £150just
10daysprior.

Although Tom Spencer
had been quicker than Dave
Leadbetter on test times, the
Vauxhall Corsa driverlostout
overall to Leadbetter’s superior
performance over theregularity
tests with his BMW.

Rounding off the top six was
thebest placed Scot, Craig Wallace,
despiteacracked brakediscand
thereforenohandbrakeinhis

Targa Rally

1 Bevan Blacker/Abi Ruddock (Peugeot 106) 26m2Ts;

2 Geoff Dean/Suzanne Barker (Suzuki Ignis Sport) +40s;
3 Andrew Johnson/ Dave Boyes (Lancia Fulvia); 4 Dave
Leadbetter/ Cath Woodman (BMW 318Ti); 5 Tom Spencer/
Sam Spencer (Vauxhall Corsa); 6 Craig Wallace/ Clifford
Auld (Toyota Corolla G6R); 7 Ryan Hay/Niall Thomson
(Toyota Paseo); 8 Kevin Savage/ Phillip Savage (Suzuki
Ignis Sport); 9 Mark Standen/lan Canavan (Proton Satria);
10 Fraser Hughes/ Peter Maclnnes (Mazda MX-5).

Class winners: Blacker/ Ruddock; Johnson/Boyes;
Leadbetter/Woodman; Martin Oglesby/Rod Carter (Opel
Kadette); lan Buchanan/Gemma Conroy (Subaru Impreza).
Time Trial

1 John Rintoul/Yvonne Armour (Mitsubishi Lancer E10
3m35.7s; 2 Tommi Graham/Mark Pickering (Lancer E8);

3 Sandy Mackenzie/Angus Fraser Martin (Opel Manta); il
4 Ryan Ingram/Stuart MacLean (Honda Civic); 5 Donald
MacNeill/ Cara MacNeill (Impreza); 6 Chris Melling/Andy
Peak (Peugeot 205 GTI).
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Outgoing champion Moffett wins, Boyle seals a third national title

Anglia 2300 and Darryl Morris/ Butthedark stageseventually  crashingheavily on Waterworks Donegal HarvestRally

Steve Gully’s Escort Mk2— caught out Baudains; he 2afterhittingahidden kerband By Jason Craig

the la}tter mounting an all-or- droppeq off the leadgrboard colhdlngvylthatree. Organiser: Donegal Motor Club When: October 13 Where:
nothingchargetofinish after atime-consuming The closing tests, St Lawrence Ballyhofey, County Donegal Championships: rish National
runner-up for the second overshoot while Chapmanlost and LesPlaton, ended with Ross Rally Championship, Border Rally Championship and Donegal
yearrunning. several places when hisengine Le Noasetting consistently the Motor Club Championship Stages: 9 Starters:136.

Dry, sunny weather created
ideal conditions for high speeds
onJersey’snarrowlanesand
RossLe Noatook full advantage:
using soft compound tyres from

died for nearly two minutes.
Thisleft Simon Mauger/
Brian Cammack (Escort Mk2)

holding fourth, with Ed Fossey/

Will Rutherford’s 1600cc

L Noamade the most of sunny Jersey weather for

victory

second-fastest timesto claim
victory by 1m57.1s. Morris threw
everythinginto thefinal miles
and overhauled Simon Le Noa by
10.4s, with Mauger fourth. Neil
Cotillard/Helier Lucas (Subaru
Impreza) recovered from a slow
start on Friday, climbingfrom
24th toan eventual fifth.
Baudainsstaged alatefightback,
goingfastest onfive consecutive

Sam Moffettand Karl Atkinson
recorded a start-to-finish winon
arain-lashed Donegal Harvest
Rally asan off-colour Declan
Boyle clinched afirstIrish
National Championship title
infouryears.

Onhisfirstouting sincelast
month’s Sligo Stages, Moffett
guided his Ford FiestaR5through

teststotakesixth. some treacherous conditions to
Results take top spot by 7.9 seconds from
1 Ross Le Noa/ Dominic Volante (Ford Escort Mk2) younger brother Josh.

1h48m30.4s; 2 Darryl Morris/ Steve Gully (Escort Mk2) Such was Sam Moffett’s

+1m57.1s; 3 Simon Le Noa/Katie Le Blancq (Ford
Anglia 2300); 4 Simon Mauger/Brian Cammack (Escort
Mk2); 5 Neil Cotillard/ Helier Lucas (Subaru Impreza);

6 Jeremy Baudains/James Ollivro (Escort Mk2); 7 John
Le Brun/Jason Le Brun (BMW E30); 8 Martin Waters/
lan Edwards (BMW E30 325i); 9 Simon Chapman/ Neil
Colman (Praton Satria Millington); 10 Steve Ellis/Jamie
Vaughan (Escort Mk2).

Class winners: James Weaver/Teresa Butler (MG ZR),
Sam Bingle/ Matthew Le Brun (Citroen Saxo VTS),
Morris/ Gully, S Le Noa/Le Blancg, Cotillard/ Lucas,
Andy Corner/Ade Camp (Peugeot 205).

dominance, at one point his
buffer stood at half a minute.
Despite droppingtorear-wheel
drive on thelast stage beforefirst
service, Josh didn’t surrender
toomuch ground, with second
position returning another useful
haul of championship points.
That still wasn’t enough for him
toaddthelrish National crown to

theIrish Tarmacand Forestry
trophieshe bagged priortothe
Harvest Rally,asheneeded Boyle
tofinish outside the top eight.

Thefinal spot onthe podium
was confirmed on thelastfew
milesasDonagh Kelly increased
hisslim advantage over Joe
McGonigle’s Mini Countryman
WRCfromo0.7st01.8s.

Declan Gallagher, at the wheel
of aToyota Starlet, wasaclear
winnerin the modified battle,
as Chris Armstrongsealed the
National Rally Championship two-
wheel drivetitlein 14th overall.

Gallagher ended 20 seconds
clear of Gareth MacHale’s Ford
FiestaR5,and afurther 17seconds
infrontof Cathan McCourt,
who wasmakinghis R5debuton
Tarmacalongside Barry McNulty.

Aslowas20th atonepointas
heerredontheside of caution,
Boyle, who wasrecovering from
asuspected tummy bug, charged
overthe afternoon stagestoend
hishomerally in eighth.

“Ithasbeenadifficult year,”
said the Ford Fiesta World Rally
Cardriver, who joins Niall

Maguire in winning the Vard
Memorial trophy for a third time.
Havingburstashock absorber
ontheopeningtest, Mitsubishi
Lancer E10pilot, Aidan Wray,
produced afine display tobag
the Showroom Class spoilsand
sew up the National Group N title.
Sam Stewartand Martin Doherty
came out topinthejuniorand
historic categoriesrespectively.

Results

1 Sam Moffett/ Karl Atkinson (Ford Fiesta Rb)
1h03m36.6s; 2 Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty (Fiesta RS
WRC) +7.9s; 3 Donagh Kelly/ Conor Foley (Ford Focus
WRC); 4 Joe McGonigle/ Giaran Geaney (Mini John
Cooper Works WRC); 5 Declan Gallagher/ Derek Heena
(Toyota Starlet); 6 Gareth MacHale/Brian Murphy
(Fiesta RB); 7 Cathan McCourt/Barry McNulty (Fiesta
R5); 8 Declan Boyle/James 0'Reilly (Fiesta RS WRC);
9 Damien Toner/ Denver Rafferty (Ford Escort Mk2);
10 Gary Kiernan/Ryan Moore (Escort Mk2).

Class winners: Keith Ewing/Sean Quigley (Honda
Civic); Alistair Glenn/Lee Simpson (Peugeot 206);
Ruairi McGarrity/ Martin McGarrity (Peugeot 106);
Aidan Wray/ Kieran McGrath (Mitsubishi Lancer E10);
McCourt/ McNulty; Kelly/ Foley; Daniel Kelly/Jalna
Breslin (Vauxhall Nova); John Kelly/Niall Kelly (Toyota
Corolla); Lee McLaughlin/ Christy McLaughlin (Civic);
Andrew McTaggart/ Shane McTaggart (Corolla);
Michael McDaid/ Daire Maguire (Escort Mk2); Paul
Purtill/ Raymond Scott (Ford Escort); Gallagher/ Heena;
John Ward/Hugh Martin Molloy (Subaru Impreza);
Brian Moore/Lorcan Moore (Civic); Martin Doherty/
Darragh Doherty (Escort RS1800); McGonigle/ Geaney.
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It was a long haul for Colin Turkington to climb to the summit. By Matt James

odeep wastheemotion
from Colin Turkington
thathe could hardly
speakinhispost-race
twotelevisioninterview
atBrands Hatch

inlate September.

Despite thehugejoyintaking
histhird British Touring Car
Championship crown, there was
relief and that was followed by tears.

It wasarelease of the pressure that
had been building up all season, and
itwasn’tonly therollercoaster he
had been through on track either.

The BTCClaid onits most competitive
season for years, with arecord-
breaking 17 different drivers claiming
thetop step of therostrumacrossthe
30rounds.

Indeed, Turkington won only one
race, and the pressure of navigating
his way through myriad complexities
that the championship offers can be
hard enough work initsownright.

There are weight penaltiesto
consider, the soft and hard option
tyresto work out and thereversed
gridracestoovercome.

If adriver had all of thosefactorsin
hisfavour, then the path torace victory
almost becametoo easy.

Thankfully, for the credibility of
theseries, the top driversfigured out
how best tonavigate a course through
all of therandom factorstolead the
way inthe points table throughout.

The successballast applied tothe
championshipleaders goingintoany
meetingmeantthat they wererarely
abletoracefromthefrontstraight
away. That meant, for the frontrunners
atleast, the weekends were built
around a strongracetwo (whenthey
were generally shorn of the ballast)

andthentakingthe chancesthat including the new B48 powerplant, itwasn’t plain sailing for him either. much more of animpact with the himself with dignity at Brands, so thre
were presented in thereversed grid which wasadded for2017—-thereisn’t “Atnostagethisyear, though, did field so closely grouped. did the defeated Ingram. ontk
racethree. much moretocomefromthe we have thefastest car,” explains Only on thefirst threerounds of The 25-year-old took yet another whel

The headline facts about the 2018 rear-wheel-drive car. Turkington. “Thavelooked back over the year did the Northern Irishman stepforward in hisremarkable coul
BTCCarethose 17 different winners That meant Turkington was always the pointstable and althoughIhad carry less than 66kg of success ballast career but, like Turkington, was “T1]
over30rounds (seepage 23), and going tohave an uphill battle on his justone winat Oulton Park,Ihad intothe meetings. “It means you have forced to play the percentages. coul
Turkington climbed highest of all handsto climbback to the summit of 10 other podium finishes overthe to plan your weekends somuch more Likehisrival, after round one, he bedi
with a 12-point title victory in his WSR theseries, although there wereacouple | courseof the year which wasmore carefully,” says Turkington. “There didn’tgotoameetingwithlessthan title,
BMW tonail down his third crown. of factors very much in hisfavour. than any otherdriver. It wasconsistent | hastobeastrategytoit, youplayfor 48kgon his car. That meantrace ones wed

Behind that storyisone of the Thefirst of those wasanew engine scoring from Thruxton through to theraces where the factors will be were always a battle—indeed, only Weg
toughestfightsthat the serieshas tuner for the Team BMR Subaru Silverstone that was whereIfeltthe moreinyourfavour. Thatis why it 18 per cent of histally came fromthe Were
featured in modern times. Levorgs of reigning champion Ash keytomyseasonwas.” hasbecomeharderto win the title. opener. This had the double whammy toso

Although there were only two cars Sutton and team-mate Jason Plato. Thereasonheispointingoutapurple | Itrequiressomuchmorethought. of putting him way down the grid for onec
inwith arealisticshotattheend - Ittook several meetings for thisnew patchinthemiddle of the seasonis Goodness only knowshowI'd go racetwos, wherethe gridissetfrom worl
Turkington and Tom Ingram’s combination tofind a sweet spot, becausein the second meeting of about winningitagain. It mightneed theresultof race one. Tor
Speedworks Motorsport Toyota which put them out of victory lane. the year at Donington Park, arare acompletely fresh approach.” Once the successballast was out of wen!
Avensis—the path to glory hasnever The second thingin Turkington’s reliability nightmare for WSRleft His crown was set against the the Toyota, it proved it was the fastest Grar
been sofull of potential pitfalls given favour was the brand new Team Turkington with just six points from backdrop of the death of hismother caronthegrid. Hemadeup 156 places thet;
the high level of competitiveness of Dynamics Honda Civic Type Rs, the thethreeracesandaslip off theroad MavisinJune. For such a tight-knit over his grid spots overthe 30races ama
alldrivers. FK8versions, of Matt Neal and rookie inracetwoin the showdown at Brands family, it was clear this was a painful which earned him the Forever Forward | som

Turkington’s 1251 M Sportisnot Dan Cammish. left himfloundering. That mid-season season and the tears when Turkington award from tyre supplier Dunlop— Perft
thefreshest car on the grid. It was Thelow-slung car took some strikerate was vital. claimed the crown showed whata andit was this clean and concise forw
firstintroduced intothe BTCCin refining too, and thatleft the way Butitisalsoamark of the longroadthe2018season had been ability to claw back what had been atev
2013 and, whileit has been through clear atthetop of the points for competitiveness of the modern-day for him. lostinrace ones which kept him firmly andH1
several evolutions since then - Turkington to strike early on—but series that success ballastnow has While thenew champion handled inthe picture. However, there were Thef

BTCC DRIVERS CHAMPIONSHIP 2018

POS | DRIVER 4 6 22 | 23 | 24

1 Colin Turkington| WSR BMW 125iMSport | 17 - 8 6 - - 18 | 18 | 11 | 10 | 21 15 | 11 16 | 11 1 - 20 | 9 | 11 17 | 17 |14 | 18 | 8 8 |15
2 Tom Ingram Speedworks Motorsport | Toyota Avensis 13 6 21 2 21 8 = 4 | 10 1 7 10 | 15 | 18 7 - |16 | 30 - 16 | 11 | 10 | - - 1 22 | 17
3 | Tom Chilton Motorbase Performance | Ford Focus RS 11 = = 1 6 7 11 7 5 17 | 16 9 1 10 |17 ] 3 | 5 22 |15 | 6 - 4 |10 121 |18 | 3 | 11
4 | Ash Sutton Team BMR SubaruLevorg 9 4 13 4 8 11 1 5 - - - 8 23 | 21 9 |18 | 21 - 17 | 21 - 22 | - 8 5 - 4
3 Andrew Jordan | WSR BMW 125iM Sport 1o i S N S 11 10 | 11 = 15 13 17 6 izl 10 | 4 7 26 1 3 - 13 | 21 1o - = 7
6 | Josh Cook Power Maxed Racing | Vauxhall Astra 1 1 6 22 9 17 7 122110 - - 5 9 - - |13 (117 | 18 1 4 4 11 | 18 | 10 - 4 |13
7 AdamMorgan | Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes-BenzA-Class | 10 | 3 17 - 12 | 22 2 9 |21 - 5 11 - - 4 6 - - 22 | 17 8 7 111 113110 117 | -
8 | Jack Goff Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R | 22 | 7 8 3 15 = 3 8 |17 ] 8 8 13 | - = 228 38 | 3 1 - 1 8 7 13 | 10 | -
9 Matt Neal Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R = = 4 10 = 9 22 | 151 8 | 11 17 2 7 9 13 ] 2 = 44 : 2 1 = = 1 = 2 9
10 | Dan Cammish | Team Dynamics Honda Civic Type R 8 = 5, 17 14 15 = 3 3 4 = = 5 6 1154113 4 11 = 6 1720 1S = 6 1 8

11 Sam Tordoff (Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS) 202; 12 Senna Proctor (Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra) 170; 13 Chris Smiley (BTC Norlin Honda Civic Type R) 152; 14 Rob Austin (HMS Racing Alfa Romeo Giulietta) 126; 15 Matt Simpson (Eurotech/Simpson Racing Honda Civic Type R) 120; 16 Aiden Moffat (Laser Tools Racing Mercedes-Benz A-Class) 117;
Lloyd (BTC Norlin Civic Type R) 87; 19 Rob Collard (WSR BMW 125i M Sport) 86; 20 Brett Smith (Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R) 70; 21 James Cole (Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS) 67; 22 Tom Oliphant (Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes-Benz A-Class) 63; 23 Ollie Jackson (AmDTuning.com Audi S3) 59; 24 Mike Bushell (Team Hard VW CC) 53; 25 Ricky Cullarl
Hard VW CC) 29; 27 Jason Plato (Team BMR Subaru Levorg) 26; 28 Bobby Thompson (Team Hard VW CC) 23; 29 Tom Boardman (AmDTuning.com MG6) 14; 30 Ant Whorton-Eales (AmDTuning.com Audi S1) 6; 31 James Nash (BTC Norlin Honda Civic Type R) 6; 32 Stephen Jelley (Team Parker Racing BMW 125i M Sport) 4; 33 Glynn Geddie (AmDTuning.com MG6) 1. B
1 BMW 830; 2 Honda 758; 3 Vauxhall 741; 4 Subaru 553, BTCC Teams Trophy: 1 Team BMW 428; 2 Halfords Yuasa Racing 409; 3 Power Maxed TAG Racing 409; 4 Team Shredded Wheat Racing with Gallagher 318; 5 Speedworks Motorsport 282; 6 WIX Racing with Eurotech 267; 7 BMW Pirtek Racing 245; 8 Mac Tools with Ciceley Motorsport 226; 9 BTC Norlin Racing
GardX Racing with Motorbase 198; 12 AmD with AutoAid/RCIB Insurance Racing 120; 13 Laser Tools Racing 115; 14 Duo Motorsport with HMS Racing 114; 15 Simpson Racing 107; 16 Trade Price Cars with Brisky Racing 91; 17 Ciceley Motorsport 62; 18 AmD with Cobra Exhausts 33; 19 Autoglym Academy Racing 0; 20 Team Parker Racing -6; 21 Team Hard with Trade |
2 Chilton 368; 3 Goff 320; 4 Morgan 316; 5 Tordoff 292; 6 Smiley 248; 7 Austin 235; 8 Moffat 218; 9 Simpson 192; 10 Butcher 184; 11 Lloyd 167; 12 Oliphant 164; 13 Cole 150; 14 Smith 149; 15 Jackson 148; 16 Bushell 122; 17 Thompson 70; 18 Hill 64; 19 Jelley 62; 20 Boardman 49; 21 Smelt 27; 22 Nash 26; 23 Whorton-Eales 25; 24 Michael Caine (Team Hard VW CC)
9; 21 Ollie Pidgley (Team Hard VW CC) 5; 28 Ethan Hammerton (Team Hard VW CC) 4; 29 Josh Caygill (AmDTuning.com MG) 3. BICC Independents Team Championship: 1 Speedworks Motorsport 397; 2 Team Shredded Wheat Racing with Gallagher 288; 3 WIX Racing with Eurotech 352; 4 BTC Norlin Racing 333; 5 Mac Tools with Ciceley Motorsport 330; 6 Team G:
RCIB Insurance Racing 255; 8 Laser Tools Racing 239; 9 Duo Motorsport with HMS Racing 239; 10 Trade Price Cars with Brisky Racing 217; 11 Simpson Racing 206; 12 Ciceley Motorsport 188; 13 AmD with Cobra Exhausts 172; 14 Team Hard with Trade Price Cars 87; 15 Team Parker Racing 86. Jack Sears Trophy: 1 Cammish 444; 2 Smiley 358; 3 Simpson 309; 4 But
8 Bushell 252; 9 Smith 245; 10 Thompson 191; 11 Smett 147; 12 Hill 147; 13 Ricky Collard 140; 14 Caine 101; 15 Josh Price (Team BMR Subaru Levorg) 71; 16 Geddie 41; 17 Whorton-Eales 39; 18 Pidgley 35; 19 Welch 24; 20 Hammerton 20; 21 Caygill 15. Rounds: 1-3 Brands Hatch Indy; 4-6 Donington Park National; 7-9 Thruxton; 10-12 Oulton Park Island; 13-15 Croft
race); 19-21 Rockingham; 22-24 Knockhill; 25-27 Silverstone National; 28-30 Brands Hatch Grand Prix. Winners in bold.
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Turkington steered his
~ way through tough times

> very painful carfailures—-one
every lastlap at Rockingham -

e those 12 points to Turkington
1have been banked.

1erereally was nothing more we
1have done,” says Ingram. “Ican
sappointed thatIdidn’t win the
butIcan’tbeupset with anything
id over the course of the campaign.
aveiteverything—buthey, we

up against Colin. Tocome second
meone whois widely regarded as
f the best tin-topracersin the
disn’ttooshabby.”

mn Chilton was thefinal man who
intothefinale at Brands Hatch

1d Prix with an outside shot of

tle, and that wasremarkable for
n who had flown under theradar
>what. The reworked Motorbase
yrmance Ford Focus RS was a step
ard in thatit offered consistency
ery round, rather than the peaks
roughs of previous campaigns.
ormer Independents Trophy

28 | 29 | 30 TOTAL
P - 304
2 [13 [ 11 292
7 110 | 13 266
- fi's 21 256
8 |15 7 247
- | 6 18 246
- - 5 232
13 | - - 228
18 | 17 - 223
21 | 21 - 218

17 Rory Butcher (AmDTuning.com MG6) 99; 18 Daniel
I (WSR BMW 125i M Sport) 46; 26 Jake Hill (Team
[CC Manufacturers/Constructors Championship:
223; 10 Adrian Flux Subaru Racing 201; 11 Team
rice Cars -17. Independents Trophy: 1 Ingram 387;
18; 25 Geddie 16; 26 Dan Welch (Team Hard VW CC)
rdX Racing with Motorbase 304; 7 AmD with AutoAid/
her 309; 5 Jackson 272; 6 Oliphant 272; 7 Lioyd 257;
 16-18 Snetterton (round 18 was a double points

winner’s ability to keep the tally
tickingover amid the fluctuationsin
the frontrunners was strong, and he
was only outside the pointsonthree
occasions—which,inthemodern
BTCC,isthebedrock of any attack.

His only win of the season was
at Knockhill under pressure
from Turkington butit wasa
highly creditable one.

His team-mate Sam Tordoff was 11th
inthe standings, but ended the season
with theaccolade of being the best
qualifier. That was due, in part, tohis
rottenluck with reliability which
meant he came tomost events with no
success ballast on hismachine. A win
at Silverstone was arelief, butit wasa
season of what might have been forthe
former championship runner-up.

Last season, six wins were enough
for Suttonto claim hismaiden
championship trophy. Hetook the
samenumber of victoriesin 2018
toobut came up short—-due,inno
small part, to the engine woes the
car suffered early on.

Indeed, three quarters of Sutton’s
points were scored from Croft onwards.

The North Yorkshire track was an
epiphany andithadrival teamsup
and down the pitlane scratching their
collective heads. The BMR team had
been granted slightly more boost for
the Levorg, and that was combined
with an alterationin the permitted
ride-height of the car, allied to some
aerodynamic upgrades.

Theteamhadrealised that the boost
calculations were beingdone atapart
of theengine that wasnot givinga
properreading and so that was altered.

That transformed Sutton’s car atleast
—although team-mate Plato continued
hisunfathomable struggles. His charge
uptheordertofourthinthestandings
was somethingtobehold andrivals
will be glad it took until just before
the midpoint of the year for those
upgrades tobe forthcoming otherwise
the championshipresult mighthave
looked very different.

Plato’s season was another one where
he was simply unable tomatch up to
Sutton. He scored a podium at Croft
when he followed Sutton acrosstheline,
buteverywhere else, he was struggling
withthe handlingand found the
answers hard to come by. He admitted
toothatfightingintherough-and-
tumble of the midfield madeithard for
him to have the motivation to perform.
Hehasalready stated that he wantsto
remain in the category next season,
and sources suggest he will be moving
toateam which has afront-wheel-drive
car. For him, that will be familiar
territory and it will be arelief to see
him back at the front of the pack.

The 2013 champion, Andrew Jordan,
was full of optimism comingintothe
year. With a year’s experience of the
BMW 1251 M Sportbehind him, a
championship challenge was on his
radar. However, if there was a dose of
WSR finger trouble going around, it
always seemed toland on his Pirtek-
backed car. There were turbo problems
atDonington Park and electrical woe
at Silverstone knocked outfour
potential points-paying opportunities,
while a gastro virusmeanthe
was carted out of Thruxtoninan
ambulance before the end of the day.

Thethird WSR BMW 125i was driven
by Rob Collard initially,and he took a
winat Oulton Park, butacrash at
Snettertonledtoacheck by medics,
whoruled him outasithadreignited
problems Collard had suffered at
Silverstonelast year.

Hehanded over the car toson Ricky,
whose podium finish at Silverstone

wasremarkable given hislack of
experienceinthecar.

Amaiden BTCC win for Josh Cook
atDonington Park in the Power Maxed
Racing Vauxhall Astra wasareward
forthe work theteamhad done onthe
chassis over the winter and the driver
repeated theresult at Thruxton.

The softly-sprung machinerevelled
atfront-wheel-drive friendly tracks
and Cook —~whose team-mate Senna
Proctor wasalsoa winner—wasin
theheartof thetitlefight up untila
disastrous mid-season run through
Oulton Park and Croft.

Proctor’s win had been in one of
themostextraordinaryracesthe
BTCChasseeninthemodernera,
when adryingtrack presented the
field with adilemma on tyre choice.
Withnothingtolose from 27th on the
grid, the Yorkshireracer plumped
for slicks—which proved to be the
magicbulletfor him.

Adam Morgan’s Ciceley Motorsport
Mercedes-Benz A-Class was a three-
time winner but he was anotherto
suffer two terrible rounds with damage
at Croft and two crashes at Snetterton
which took the wind from his sails.

Areturntoform at Rockingham
brought him a third win of the year -
andremarkably, hisfirst polein the
BTCC after six years of trying.

Hisrookie team-mate Tom Oliphant
also showed somereal potential and
underlined the pace of the hatchback.
The Laser Tools RacingMerc was a
winner in Aiden Moffat’shandstoo
atSilverstone.

One of theraces of the year was the
opener at Snetterton, where Jack Goff’s
Eurotech Racing Honda Civic TypeR
narrowly pipped Sutton. It was Goff’s
second win of the year after claiming
the opener, but too often he was all at
sea with the set-up of the car and there
wereno solid answers. Histeam-mate
Brett Smith wasapolewinner atthe
final round of the season and took his
maiden podium in the category with a
controlled drive in thatrace, but now
hisdad’steamhasbeen sold, hisfuture
isunclear. Matt Simpson wasalsoa
winner for Eurotech at Oulton, where
he was unstoppablein terms of his pace
—but stoppable when his engine went
bangafter the opener in Cheshire.

Thefactory Hondapairing of Neal
and Cammish were both winners.

Thenew Civic was atough machine
totame, butithasalonger wheelbase
thanthe older version, which meant
it was well planted at placeslike
Thruxton. That was where Neal
won hisfirstrace of the year, while
Cammish wasleft to waitlonger.

Cammish’s year was an interesting
one. He was quick from the outset, but
there were some speedbumps for him
todeal with. He was kicked out of pole
atthe opening meeting of the year for
missingthe weighbridge and gotin
hot water with championship officials
when he publicly criticised rivals after
qualifyingat Rockingham. It wasjusta
mark of hisdesperation toland the big
resultsand they finally came with back-
to-back wins at Brands Hatch in the
finale-particularly as the second had
been taken with full weight on the car.

With ayearunderits belt, the team
hasagreater understandingof the
carand 2019 will be aserious threat.

The older-spec car was not only
quickin Eurotech’shands. Both Dan
Lloyd and Chris Smiley were winners
for BTC Norlin, and the team took
some serious strides forward in terms
of competitiveness. Anew car could
beckon for next year which will
represent another step forward for
BertTaylor’s team.
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Dan Cammish landed a brace of wins at the final meeting of the year at Brands
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Tom Ingram has a habit of making

progressinevery BTCC season he

contests. Afteramaiden winin 20186,
he took multiple victories on his way to

third overall in the points, and the

N
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Independents Trophyin 2017. There was
only one place left to go and boy, did he
giveitashot. The pacein the slippery
Speedworks Toyota Avensis — especially
when it was shorn of weight —was E, -_— B
~ ' something to behold. Buthe wasinthe :
. title race all year which meant he came Ld
to most meetings carrying significant <7} 23
success ballast —indeed, only 15 per
cent of his points total came fromrace
ones. There were several mechanical
gremlins which crept into the systemto
rob him of vital points — at Thruxton,
- = Snetterton and crucially at Rockingham,

' where a fly-by-wire throttle issue stopped

-
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naseason where there
have been 17 individual
race winners, picking out
the cream of the crop has
been harder than ever —
which is why Motorsport
News has chickened out!
We have polled team managers from
each of the outfitsrepresented on the
grid and asked them to select their top 10
drivers of 2018 in the British Touring

Car Championship, and the results
are arealinsightfrom the men who
scrutinse every practice, qualifying
session andrace event.

Therules were simple: they had to
nominate the 10driversin order and
they weren’t allowed to choose anyone
who had raced for their own team
duringthelast campaign. Motorsport
News gotits calculator out and totted
upthescores.

REVIEW: BRITISH TOURING CARS

THE TEAM MANAGERS’ Who were the stand-out BTCC performers in 2018? We find out

BTCCTEAM

MANAGERS PANEL

Stuart Parker (Team Parker Racing); Oly Collins (Motorbase
Performance); Bob Moffat (Laser Tools Racing); Shaun Hollamby
(AmD Tuning); Bert Taylor (BTC Norlin); Micky Sergeant (Team BMR);
Russell Morgan (Ciceley Racing); Christian Dick (Speedworks
Motorsport); Tony Gilham (Team Hard); Simon Belcher (Handy
Motorsport); Martin Broadhurst (Power Maxed Racing); Jeff

Smith (Eurotech Racing); Dick Bennetts (WSR); James Rodgers
(Team Dynamics); Matt Simpson (Simpson Racing).

WSR and Colin Turkington admitted
themselves that they didn’t have the
fastest carthroughoutthe 2018
season and, for that reason, can
rightly claim that lifting the silverware
this year was probably their greatest
achievement together. The BMW
125i M Sport islonger in the tooth
than some of the other machines out b
there and Turkington was forced to 3
box clever: something heisan
acknowledged expert at. There were
some painful reliability problems —
particularly an electrical issue at

2~

Donington Park which left him with .
just six points from the three races.

He had some emotional strains to )
overcome too as his mother passed el

away just before the rounds at
Oulton Park, but he put them to one

Ry : — himonthefinal lap. These necessitated rinn ‘:' Ciram side and took his only victory of the ' :ﬂ
Shper™ s %9 climbsthroughthe packandthatis where campaign. Driving-wise, Turkington
e e he made his mark, performing beautiful B Mw remains error-free even under the ke
5 ~ overtaking moves to rescue what he greatest of pressure, and it was i
Ralt 9 o6 lf': could. He has now got the experience PROTE:CT X this facet of his abilities that kept
Ry A8 of atitle showdown, there is another - him at the head of the points table.
- building block in his BTCC education. This was a deserving champion.
‘ 5 :
A RC RA AR: HONDA PE R M: POWER MAXED RACING CAR: VAUXHALL ASTRA A f
QUA YING AVERA 9.36 PO iLIFYING ERAGE: 12.91 0
VINS A STLAPS:0POD ES:1WINS:2 FASTEST LAP: 4 VINS i
AMPIO P PO o] VEX: IUMS: 6 CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION: 6TH AMPIO

Two wins and eighthinthe
championship might seem like a slim
return for Jack Goff, but that is only
because the expectations are so high.
After being the form man at the end of
2017, he was expected to kick onin
2018.He had consistency inthe
Eurotech Honda Civic Type R going
into the season, and when things
clickedtogether,the 27-year-oldflew
—wins at BrandsIndy and againina \
last-gasp dash to the line at Snetterton
proved that — but there were some
meetings where the car simply wasn't
attheracesinterms of handling.

Adam Morgan was second in the points after the
opening 12 rounds of the year with two wins in his
account in the Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes-Benz
A-Class — but the wheels came off at Croft, literally,
with a shunt and that was followed by a similar
nightmare at Snetterton, with two offs in the opening
two races. He bounced back with his first BTCC
career pole at Rockingham — and that led to his third
2018 win which he backed up with a second place in
race two, but the damage had been done. Can fly, but
needs to learn to collect points everywhere.

When Josh Cook crossed the line
ahead at Donington Parkin April, it
seemed unremarkable — except it
was. The Bath racer has increasingly
become amajor player in the category
since hisdebutin 2015 and it was
hardto fathom that he had yet to

have awin. That breakthrough led
toanotherwinat Thruxtonand he
was areal championship threat. A
disastrous weekend at Oulton with
mechanical trouble and a shunt was
followed by another at Croft, where
his brakes failed in race one, knocking
the stuffing out of his title aspirations.
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If there was bad luck going around in 2018 it seemed
magnetically attracted to the Pirtek-backed WSR
BMW 125i M Sport of Andrew Jordan. Reliability
was suspect throughout, with big points thrown
away at Donington Park with turbo issues and then
electrical problems at Silverstone. Being carted out
of Thruxton in an ambulance because of illness didn’t
help either. Take away those factors and he could
easily have added to his one victory — indeed, he
went to Silverstone in with a real shot of reining in
team-mate Colin Turkington, which is to his credit.
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There is no more enthusiastic competitor than Tom
Chilton, and he found a very happy home with the
Motorbase Performance teamin the restyled Ford
Focus RS. The former Independents Trophy winner
was a threat everywhere without really knocking on the
door of a consistent breakthrough. Mastered the wet
weather superbly at Knockhill to soak up pressure for
his only win of the year, but his guile kept himin the hunt
right until the very end. Was outshone by his team-mate
Sam Tordoff in the qualifying stakes but showed that
maturity keeps the points tally ticking over.

The rookie had immediate pace,
but that was never goingto bein
question. He wasin the potent / (D
factoryHonda Civic TypeRandhad 7/ s N fm
proven pedigree, but things rarely ¥ -

run smoothly in BTCC. Cammish X
wears his heart on his sleeve and his
desperation for the big result was
evident. Inthe end, he had to wait ]
until the final meeting of the year for ; g\
abrace of wins — but that rounded off ]
avery solid season foraman with no
front-wheel-drive experience at the
start of the year and one who hadn't
tested at the majority of the tracks.

‘ Sixvictories over the course of 30 races
helped Ash Sutton to lift the British Touring
Car Championshipin 2017 —and he
had done that despite not scoring a
single point in the opening meeting of the
year at Brands Hatch. Things were more
promising in the opener this year, but anew
engine tuner (Swindon Racing Engines)
for the flat-four motor meant that the Team
BMR boffins were struggling to extract
the maximum from the powerplant. There
were slim pickings for Sutton in terms of
results until the series went to Croft. There,
refreshed aerodynamics and alterations
totheride height transformed the Levorg.

) That is where the six wins came from:

=% because of his difficult start he came into
‘ :is i ' ! each subsequent meeting with much less
weight than the title battlers. To prove the
(2, point, 77 per cent of his points came in
the last 15 races —witha smoother
A beginning to the campaign, he could
@ have retained his title. Despite the woe,

- hisracecraft showed itself to be the best
on the grid with some truly epic battles —
including his dogfight to win the final

A round of the year.
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TEAM: LASERTOOLS RACING

CAR: MERCEDES-BENZ A-CLASS
QUALIFYING AVERAGE: 16.82 POLES: 0
mﬁs: 1 FASTEET LAPS: 0 PODIUMS:3
CHAMPIONSHIP POSITION: 16TH

Aiden Moffat was distant in the points, but that
doesn't tell the full story of his year. When he was
inthe groove he flew: but those weekends were

too few to be considered as one of the series’ top
performers. Moffat's win at Silverstone was taken
under the most severe pressure from championship
chasers Tom Ingram and Colin Turkington, and he
showed how much more composed he is as adriver
as never once did he look like throwing it away. He
says work on his mental preparation away from the
track has paid dividends and it showed.
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THE 17 RACE WINNERS IN FULL

1 JACK GOFF

Round 1, Brands Hatch

Round 16, Snettexton

Jack Goff hit the ground running in his
Eurotech Honda with a perfect pole-to-flag
triumph in round one, and then held his
nerve against Ash Sutton to win the

opener at Snetterton.

2 SENNA PROCTOR
Round 2, Brands Hatch

Senna Proctor won one of the most exciting
BTCC races of the year when the drying
track played to those on slicks late on.

3TOMINGRAM
Round 3, Brands Hatch

Round 5, Donington Park

Round 26, Silverstone

The Toyota Avensis was fast in a straight
line and Tom Ingram lapped up the races
where he had no weight.

4 JOSH COOK

Round 4, Donington Park

Round 8, Thruxton

A maiden win at Donington was
accomplished and Josh Cook’s charge
through the pack at Thruxton for a second
win in his Power Maxed Astra was superb.

S ADAM MORGAN

Round 6, Donington Park

Round 9, Thruxton

Round 19, Rockingham

The Ciceley Merc, refined over the winter,
was a more potent car and Adam Morgan
showed his progress. Was untouchable in
race one at Rockingham.

6 MATT NEAL

Round 7, Thruxton

Round 18, Snettexton

Matt Neal was tasked with turning the
Honda Civic Type R carinto a winner and
he did it at Thruxton. The win in the special
double diamond race was pure class.

Z MATT SIMPSON
Round 10, Oulton Park

The former Hot Rodder learned well from
team-mate Jack Goff and, at Oulton Park, he
was untouchable. He was on pole and won.

8 COLIN
TURKINGTON

Round 11, Oulton Park

The only win of Colin Turkington’s year
was taken at a circuit which favours the
rear-wheel-drive BMW 125i M Sport.

9 ROB COLLARD
Round 12, Oulton Park

Rob Collard took his first career win at
Oulton before being forced to stand
down on medical grounds and hand over
to son Ricky.

10 ASHSUTTON
Round 13, Croft

Round 14, Croft

Round 17, Snetterton

Round 20, Rockingham

Round 22, Knockhill

Round 30, Brands Hatch

The class of the field over the latter part of
the year, Ash Sutton’s performances were
always spellbinding and he was the most
successful man of the year.

11 DAN LLOYD
Round 15, Croft

He joined the series late on and was simply
unstoppable in race three at Croft.

12 CHRIS SMILEY

Round 21, Rockingham

The BTC Norlin man had shown his pace
early in the year but had to wait until
August forawin.

13 ANDREW
jORDAN

Round 23, Knockhill

The WSR man inherited a win when the

top two were kicked out for rideheight
problems at Knockhill.

14 TOM CHILTON
Round 24, Knockhill

A consistent season was crowned by an
under pressure triumph at Knockhill.

15 SAMTORDOTXT

Round 25, Silverstone

Probably the unluckiest man on the grid. He
was the top qualifier, and finally converted
that potential at Silverstone in race one.

16 AIDEN MOFFAT

Round 217, Silverstone
His triumph at Silverstone was a controlled
performance under real pressure.

17 DAN CAMMISH
Round 28, Brands Hatch

Round 29, Brands Hatch

Was desperate for a win, and then got two
inthe finale.

“

Sam Tordoff took until the penultimate meeting to take a win
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Super Swede:
Iundqgvist on top
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Linus Lundqvist has been the
dominantdriverin BRDC British
Formula 3 this season but it took
until the final round for him to
clinch the title, which he did in
emphatic style with a lights-to-
flag victory at Silverstone.

The Swede came into the event
having suffered a nightmare weekend
the previousround at Donington
Park where, on the cusp of the title,
his championship lead was more
than halved by Nicolai Kjaergaard.

With just 50 points between them
and a potential 107 points available
last weekend the title was still very
much up for grabs.

Qualifying was held in the wet on
the Grand Prix layout and as the
session drew to a close and conditions
improved, Lundqvist found himself
exchanging fastest times with Carlin’s

Billy Monger and Fortec’s Tom Gamble.

Butthe Double Rdriver did enough,
securingpole by 0.387s from Monger,
Gamble and then Kjaergaard who
needed tofinish atleast seventh to
take the title battleinto Sunday if
Lundqvist were to winrace one.

Unbeknown to most peoplein the
paddock though, Kjaergaard was
nursing an injured left-hand picked
upinthefinal test session on Friday
when an F3 Cup competitor collided
with thefront of the Dane’s car.

Bandaged, swollen and unable to grip
the wheel properly, questions remained
whether his hand could manage the
duration of therace on anow dry track.

Before the end of thefirstlapit
mattered little however, as the Carlin
driver was in the gravel at Farm and
outof therace.

“Iwasbehind Billy and he was off
through Abbey and he came back on
and had a snap of oversteer, ] went
around the outside [through Farm]
and also had a snap of oversteer. I
caughtitbut was going through the
gravel,” herecalled.

With Kjaergaard out Lundqvist
only needed tofinish third to seal the
title but drove on unaware of hisrival’s
retirement, pulling almost 3.5 seconds
clear of Gamble by half-distance and
maintained alead he wasnevertolose
on his way to the crown.

“Ididn’t know that Nicolai had gone

Radical Challenge title went to Jackson in shortened meeting

MACKLEY

OCTOBER 13/14
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off, it was very clever of them
[Double R]nottotellme,” said an
emotional Lundqvist after therace.

“Iguessthat’s whattheyhadin
their minds [not telling Lundqgvist to
keep him focused].

“AsIwonlsawmy pitboard said
‘P12018’ and that’snot usually what
it says, soon thein-lapIwasthinking
what did they mean?

“ButwhenIcameintothe pitsIput
one and onetogether.

“Ididn’treally think thatI was going
towinittoday [Saturday],I was pretty
sure it would still be up for grabs
tomorrow [Sunday] asIwould need
Nicolainot tofinish.

“It’sunreal and justreally emotional.”

Lundqgvist’srace one domination
was afitting way to seal the title, and
evenmore apt given the circumstances
of how it could have been secured the
nextday.

While Saturday’srace had been
held in glorious sunshine, Sunday
was a washout.

Beginning 45 minutes behind
schedule, the full reverse-grid second
race started behind the safety car and

after only twolapstheredflagwas
shown and results declared, meaning
Lanan Racing’s Josh Mason became
the 10th driver to win arace this year.

“Ijustcouldn’t see anything, I could
barely see the safety car and could
barely keep the carin a straightline,”
hesaid.

“It’s good that they stopped therace
butIdon’tthink we should have gone
outinthefirstplace.”

Withnoimprovementin the weather
ortrack conditions MotorSport Vision

ETT R A

BROC British 3 18. Points (after
Farmula 3 Race 1 2373 munds) 1
(10 laps) 1 Linus Lundavist 531; 2
Lundquist (Double R);  Kjaergaard 446; 3

2 Tom Gamble Maini 366; 4 Mahadik

(Fortec) +3.097s; 3
Billy Monger (Carlin);
4 Manuel Maldonado
(Fortec); 5 Ayrton
Simmons (Chris
Dittmann Racing); 6
Krish Mahadik GT Cu

(Double R). Fastest Race l1]: Paul Gibson

lap Lundaist (MeLaren 650)

1mb8.879s .
| (11085mph). Pole Race 2: Gareth

Lundavist. Starters 18. Downing (Mosler

358; 5 Gamble 346; 6
Monger 301.

Radical Challenge
Steve Burgess

Race 2 (2 laps) 1 MT300)

Josh Mason (Lanan);

2 Ben Hurst LMP3 Cup
(Hillspeed) +0.777s; 3 Duncan Williams/
Arvin Esmaeili Bradley Smith

(Douglas); 4 Clement
Novalak (Carlin); 5
Sun Yue Yang (Carlin);  Monoposto

6 Kush Maini (Lanan).  Alex Fores (Dallara
FL Gamble 3m29.565s F301)

(62.88mph). P Mason.

(Norma M30)

Racing, the clubin charge of the
meeting, abandoned the remaining
races which included the third and
final British F3round of the season.

The decision meant that Lundqvist
alsosealed the Sunoco Whelen
Challenge, only requiring aninth-
placefinish to secure the spotif the
racehad gone ahead.

He will travel to America to competein
the Daytona 24 Hours nextJanuaryina
DPimachineto round-off what hasbeen
an almost perfect season for the Swede.

Meeting abandoned as rain hatters Silverstone, hut series champions still crowned

Dominik Jackson was crowned Radical
Challenge champion after heavyrain
caused the abandonment of the meeting with
only one of the series’ threeraces running.

Thefirstlap of Saturday’srace wasrun behind
the safety car but, from the greenflag, title
rivals Jackson and Steve Burgess hit the front.

Butonadryingtrack Burgess’ wet tyres
soon went off, leaving Jackson seven
seconds clear of Jerome de Sadeleer at
the pitstop window with Burgess and
Brian Caudwell contesting third.

Jackson opted to stay on wets but, having
changed toslicks, Burgess soonreeled him
totake adominant victory. De Sadeleer
consolidated second with Caudwell taking
third ontheroad before a time penalty in
lieu of a stop/go for pitlane speeding was
added, droppinghim to eighth.

Kristian Jeffrey completed the podium,
havingbeaten Jackson out of Woodcote on
thelastlap but fourth place would prove
enough for Jackson to take thettitle.

It was one win each for Paul Gibson’s
McLaren 650S and Gareth Downing’s
Mosler MT900 in the two GT Cup sprint
races. Gibson led through Copse on the
openinglap of thefirstrace while Kevin

Riley -sharingthe Mosler with Downing—
and Bob Berridge’s Volvo S60had a touch.

Paul Bailey’s Ferrari 488 Challengelost
second to John Seale’s similar car on the
fourthlap, but Berridge ousted Bailey three
lapslater for third and closed in on Seale.

Hewasahead ontothelastlap, only torun
wide onthe damp at Brooklands and hand
the place back to Seale, as Gibson dominated
towin.

The Lamborghini Huracans of Chris
Yarwood and Tim Richards completed the
top six, after Riley and Christoforou Pantelis
Ferrari488 Challenge outbraked each other
at Brooklands twolaps fromhome.

Although Gibson got away firstin race two,
Downing was now in the Mosler and led from
the secondlap asdarkness begantofall.

Gibson managed toretain second but had
Berridge asa constant shadow asboth
continued tohold station.

Behind thelead trio was afive-car battle,
which raged for most of therace. Seale
won the tussle from Richards, Pantelis,
Yarwood and Bailey.

Alatesurge from Pantelis netted
him fourth with alapto go, buthe undid
hishard work with alock-up which

b

dropped him back down to sixth.

Christian Olsen built a comfortable
lead in the LMP3 Cup before handing his
Ligier JSP3 overto Nick Adcock.

OnceJack Butel had taken over from
Dominic Paul behind the wheel of their
Ligierthough, hebegan tocloserapidly as
Johnny Mowlem, Bradley Smith and Colin
Noble closed in from behind as well. Smith’s
NormaM30 eventually overtook Mowlem
and Butel on the samelap andinto second.

Smith continued to close down Adcock’s
lead and made the decisive move at Village
with alapto go, with both Mowlem and
Noble following through. With Mowlem/
Bonamy Grimes given a track limits penalty,
they dropped to fourth, with second enough
to give Noble and Tony Wells the title.

There wasalsoanattempttoruna
Monopostorace on Sunday morningin
the pouringrain. After twolaps behind the
safety carit went green, but wasred-flagged
alaplater with anumber of frontrunners
already heading pitwards. Alex Fores’
Dallara F301 was declared the winner,
from James Densley’s Tatuus Formula
Renaultand Richard Gittings’ Jedi Mk6.

PeterScherer
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Golf driver was masterful
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TCR UK BMW Compact Cup |
| Race 1:Dan Lloyd Race 1: Steven Daily |
ipe it (Volkswagen Golf GTI) ~ Race 2: lan Jones '
| Race 2: Josh Price
| (Honda Civic Type R 0SS
FK2) Race 1: Jon-Paul lvey
(Radical PR6)
Mazda MX-5 Race 2: Richard Wise
Supercup (Chiron LMP)
Race 1: Luke Herbert ~ Race 3: Richard Wise
Race 2: Aidan Hills (Chiron LMP)
Race 3: Steve Roberts
HRDC Classic Alfa
National Formula Challenge
Ford Chris Snowdon
Race 1: Rory Smith (GTV 2000)
(Medina JL18)
Race 2: Rory Smith HRDC Alistars
(Medina JL18) Tom Bell =
Race 3: Luke Cooper ~ (Austin Mini Cooper S) |
(Swift SC16) -
HRDC Touring =
| Civic Cup Greats | &l
= 9 Race 1: Bruce Darren McWhirter
S ~=| Winfield (FN2) (Jaguar Mk1)
- “‘H;., Race 2: Ben Sharpe
- “\.‘,‘_‘ | (EP3)

As theinaugural TCRUK
championship approached its
midway pointin the summer, it
looked like there could only be
one outcome.

Dan Lloyd was unbeaten in six starts
and had taken maximum points from
qualifying with three pole positions.
But overthenext three meetings,
there was only one further win for the
WestCoast Racing Volkswagen Golf
GTIandLloyd was slapped with 30
penalty points—equivalent to a third-
place finish —for robust moves at
Castle Combe and Oulton Park.

Thenadir camelast month at Croft, a
round Lloyd had hoped he’d be able to
skip, when after finishing thirdin the
opener, heretired with suspension failure
inracetwo. Suddenly, Ollie Taylor’s
PyroMotorsport Honda Civic wasin
therunning, just 31 points down heading
intothe Donington finale last weekend.

The contrastingmindset between
the two drivers was clear ahead of
Saturday’s practice sessions. Lloyd
appeared tense, desperatenot tolet
the title slip from his grasp. Taylor, in
hisfirst season of front-wheel-drive
racing, wasrelaxed, treatinganything
he could achieve asabonus.

Herbert defends his MX-5 Supercup title after close fight with rival Harding

Luke Herbert successfully defended

hisMazda MX-5 Supercup crownin

tricky conditions at Donington Park.
Herbertand Jack Hardinghad

headed into the meetinglevel on points,
but the advantage swung Herbert’s way

when he secured pole position for races
one and two, while Harding could only
qualify 14th and 11th. Wet conditions
had hurt Harding, who had nonew
tyresleft from his season’s allocation.

Comethedryraceone, it was a different

story. Harding carved through the
field and came close tonicking the
win from Herbert on the final lap.
Heavyrain on Sunday morning
meant Harding would suffer again.
While Herbert followed home Aidan
Hills, who scored his second victory
of the season, Harding was only eighth
after therace wasred-flagged with
justfourlaps completed. A six-car
accidentontherunto McLeanshad
left Sam Tatler and Colin Bysouth

Come Saturday evening, the tension
inthe VW camp was easing. Lloyd had
scored hisfirst pole position since the
beginning of June at Brands Hatch and
he would have his WestCoastracing
team-mates, Andreas and Jessica
Backman, between his Golf and
Taylor’s Civicon the grid. With hislead
extended to 35 points, simply remaining
ahead of Taylorin Sunday’sfirstrace
would be enough to seal the title.

Lloyd duly delivered, and he did it
in style with a dominant win, but not
without having to withstand further
tension first. Sunday’s torrential rain
led totreacheroustrack conditions
andracing was suspended for a couple
of hours after acrash inthe Mazda
MZX-5 Supercup.

“Wehad towaitsolong, wedidn’t
know what was happening,” said Lloyd.

Now halved in length to 15minutes,
when theracefinally gotunderway,
Lloyd kept hisnerve tonail the startand
lead into Redgate. Taylor was also quick
off theline, passing Jessica Backman
and eyeingamove on her brotherin the
first corner, only for therear to step out
and send him through the gravel. Taylor
slipped to seventh and faced an uphill
battle to keep his title bid alive, buthe’d

requiring trips to hospital with
suspected broken bones.
Fromthereversed-grid poleinrace
three, Harding needed the win and
fastestlap, with Herbertno higher than
fourth. A poor startdropped Harding
to sixth, and hisrecovery to third
behind Steve Roberts and Hills wasn’t
enough. Once he knew the job was
done, Herbert eased off to finish sixth.
With the National Formula Ford
title already decided, champion Niall
Murray sat out thefinal rounds,
opening the door for Rory Smith to
secure apair of wins, hisfirstin the
National Championship. In afrenetic
opener, Smith passed Matt Round-
Garridoand polesitter Joey Foster
forthelead, then benefited when
Foster hopped the Roberts chicane’s
sausage kerb, forcing Round-Garrido
intoevasive action. Luke Cooper
passed Michael Moyers for second
ontheoutside at Redgate.

climbed back tofifth by the end of thelap
after Lewis Kent went off at Coppice and
Taylor despatched Backman at Roberts.

Outfront, Lloyd was taking command,
buildinga 3.6-second lead over Andreas
Backman within twolaps.

“When you’ve got rivers goingacross
the circuit, I know exactly where the
riversarebecauseI’'ve done somany
dayshere [but]it’snotideal when you’re
thefirstonethere,” Lloyd said. “First
lap, ImadesureIgotround andthen
cracked onfromthere.”

By the time Josh Price had cleared
Backman for second with amove at the
Old Hairpinonlapfiveof 11, Lloyd’s
advantage was over 6s. Priceretired a
couple of lapslater, his Honda Civic
havinglost fuel pressure, and Lloyd
stroked hometo win by 17s. Taylor was
unabletofind a way past histeam-mate
Finlay Crocker, who completed the
podium behind Backman, and the title
was Lloyd’s.

“He showed his classthere,” noted
WestCoast team manager James Nixon.

With thetitle settled, the finale proved
tobe an action-packed affair, except at
theveryfront. Onhisreturntothe
championship, Price had struggled in
dry qualifying with a ballast-heavy

| -

Thiswas the closest anyone got to Price (r) inrace two as Swift was soon passed

FK2-shaped Civic following a win for
Sean Walkinshaw Racing’s similar
model last time out at Croft. Butfrom
the front row of thereversed grid, he
outdragged polesitter Carl Swift (Cupra)
andnever looked back, claiminga
maiden win by adominant 18s.

Swift maintained second until past
half-distance when he started losing
hisbrakes, eventually fading to eighth.
His Maximum Motorsport team-mate
Stewart Lines took advantage to claim
second, while Lloyd completed the
podium after an eventful race. Rapid

early progress from row five was
undone after contact with Taylor
atMcLeanson the opening tourand
then with Kent alaplater. Butthe new
champion picked off those in front
with aplomb, including an around-
the-outside move on Crocker in the
Craner Curves, before securing third
by rounding Andreas Backman at
Redgate on thefinallap.

Taylor meanwhile was sixth after
atripthrough the gravel when trying
topass Crocker on the outsideline at
Coppiceearly on.

Smith’s second win came courtesy
of aninside pass on Moyers at Redgate,
with Michael Eastwell further
demoting his Kevin Mills Racing team-
mate. Cooper won a shortened third
raceinvery wet conditionsfrom
American duo Jake Craigand Carter
Williams, the best results for both.

Rob Baker condemned team-mate
Mark Gricetofinish asrunner-upin
the Civic Cup standings for a third
consecutive year. Ninth inrace one
following an early off at Hollywood
when avoiding a slow car, Baker was
rescued by the top-10reversal for
Sunday’s grid. Hefollowed home the
fast-starting Ben Sharpe while Grice’s
hopes were dashed when he went off
inthe wet at Schwantz Curve. Bruce
Winfield had beaten Grice totheflag
in Saturday’s curtainraiser.

Champion Steven Dailly won the
first Compact Cuprace after passing
TIan Jones at Coppice on thefinallap,
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Herbert (1) and Harding were level on points heading into Donington

havingearlier shuffled polesitter
Matt Parkes down the order. Jones
beat home Ben Huntley, Dailly and
Parkesinacloserace two.

Despite missing Saturday’srace
while best man at a wedding, Josh
Smith wrapped up the OSS title with
the third in class he needed in the wet
racetwo. That was dominated by the
Chiron of Richard Wise, who doubled-

upinrace three. Jon-Paul Ivey won
on Saturday, carving through from
theback of the grid after he’d run wet
tyresonadryingtrack in qualifying.
The Classic Alfa Challenge, the
Historic Racing Drivers Club’slatest
initiative, brought a win for Chris
Snowdon’s GTV after Ted Pearson’s
early pressure ended with his Alfasud
havingamoment at Roberts mid-race.




CONGRATULATIONS

to Amigos Team Parker Racing drivers

George Gamble and Seb Perez
ON TAKING DOUBLE TITLE GLORY IN THE PORSCHE CARRERA CUP GB
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Seb was crowned Pro-Am b
champion at Brands Hatch
on his birthday after a

strong maiden year in the‘;—m

series. He was only off the
Pro-Am podium four times
this season and was able
to fight with the Pro
drivers on occasions.

George claimed the Rookie
title after an impressive
first season in the Carrera
Cup. He claimed three
wins during the year and
finished sixth in the overall
standings.

AMIGOS

CON SABOR A TEQUILA
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Mark Burton’s dominance of the 750
Motor Club’s Locost championship
left slim pickings forrivals, but four-
time second place finisher Martin
West’s perseverance was rewarded
on a gloriously warm Snetterton
Saturday. Having scored his
breakthrough win, he doubled-up

in a cracking finale.

Fourth for the past two years, West’s
50-point haul vaulted the absent Ben
Powney for2018’srunner-up spot.Ina
close battle on the 200 Circuit, podium
debutant David Winter finished 0.23s
behind Westinrace one, but Martin’s
day was made when buddy Paul Clark
landed second in the sequel.

Burton, ninetimesawinnerina
remarkablefirst full season, finished
third in both super-clean races which -
following chaos at Doningtonlast
month-werereplenished to 32.

With four victoriesto Danny Hands’
one cominginto Formula Vee’s deciding
double-header, Craig Pollard deservedly
landed hisfirst title with the Bears GAC
team. Hands, 2008’s champion, needed
twobigscores tostand any chance of
denying him. Both wins, however, went
to Graham Gant, taking his seasonal
tally tosix from 10 startsin the
beautifully-detailed Worm’s Eye View.

Handsransecondinraceone, but
when his GAC jumped out of gear as
Gant’spursuersaccelerated out of
Murrays, and was hit by James Harridge
—atorncableleaving his Maverick
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Deserved and welcome =
wins for West at Snett

drafter Ian Buxton (GAC), up from eighth.

The second start was quickly aborted

(FOLLOWS Il
WIN, Wl TH IINU

RGB Sports 1000 went to the wire,
with titlefavourite Billy Albone in Dave

HER
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Locost
Races 1&2: Martin West

Formula Vee
Races 1&2: Graham Gant (WEV FV01)

Clio 182
Race 1: Patrick Fletcher
Race 2: Jack Kingsbury

RGB Sports 1000 =
Races 1&2: Christopher Wesemael H
(Mittell MC-53)

750 Formula
Races 1&2: Ed Pither (PRS 1b)

| Historic 750 Formula
Race 1: Ben Myall (Gerrell Mk1)
Race 2: Simon Boulter (Time 3B)

titlein his pocket.
Nobody threatened ‘Super Weasel’

one sixth place tosnatch the crown.
ButtheRacekits Falcon driver had

towait, forignition switch failure
rendered him arace onenon-starter.

Wesemaelin thelongerfinale, in which
thetopfourrepeated, with Smith

Watson’s Spire as electrical gremlins
again blunted hisown’sengine during

when atagfrom Alex Jones (Bears GAC)
atRichesflipped David Leniewski’s

brakelessat Riches—Pollard was home
and dry. Hefinished third, behind master

AHS Dominator, without personal
injury. Gant won the shortenedrestart,
shadowed by Peter Belsey.

Patrick Fletcherresetthe Clio 182
laprecord before sellingleader Jack
Kingsbury adummy into ‘the Searpin’to
win thefirstraceforatitle hat-trick. Don
de Graaff piled through too, and survived
alastlap clatter with Kingsbury at Nelson
which sent Jack back tofifth. Fletcher
satoutthe subsequent race which his
runner-up Kingsburyled throughout.

Friday’stest. The defending champion
started second, and was fourth behind
poleman Chippy Wesemael and fellow
Mittell men Danny Andrew and Paul
Smith-whohad an outside chance

of denying Albone—when his steed
falteredin Coram and he pitted.

When Smith’s exhaust detached
Albone animatedlyled the call to have
hisnoisy machine black-flagged and,
when Paul stopped, leapt aboard his
car tofinish, unclassified, with another

ERC RALLY REPORT

running second beforeretiring.

Ed Pither extended to eight hisrecord
of winningevery 750 Formularacehe’d
finished thisyearin the PRS, repaired
following extensive damage sustained
at Cadwell Park in July. The title went
elsewhere, though, dramatically. With
pointsleader Bill Cowley suspended,
and former champ Albone twice beating
Peter Bove (Darvi)to second asanon-
scoringinviteein hiseponymouscar,
2017 runner-up Mark Glover needed

Gloverfinished fifth, on the tail of
Bob Simpson—in his50th anniversary
season—toseal the prize.
Drivingancientbolides built by Stuart
Gerrell and Tim Green, Ben Myall pipped
Simon Boulter in the conventional
Historic 750 Formula sprintrace after
early leader Christian Pedersen’s Austin
7Monoposto blew two spark plugs out
and threw another blower belt. Simon
Boulter’s Time 3B won the brilliantly-
handicapped multi-start closer.

GRYAZINGCLAIMS UNDER28 TITLE

Russian driver takes victory and RS prize drive. By Graham Lister

nterms of tall orders, the
sixth running of Latvia’s
Rally Liepaja wasright
upthere for ChrisIngram.
The Briton, on only his
second high-speed gravel
eventinanR5 car, notonly had to
overcome a dearth of experience of all
things four-wheel-drive flat out between
the trees, he alsohad to get the better of
Nikolay Gryazin to stand any change of
winning the ERC Junior Under 28 title.
Despite his Russian nationality,
Gryazin holdsaLatvianlicence, lives
inthe capital Riga, speaks thelanguage
and-crucially -trained to gofast on
thelong cornersand straights that
makeup thisblastin the Baltics.
With ERC Junior U28 drivers
counting their best four scores from six,
Gryazin’sthree victoriestoIngram’s

Ingram drove well but fell short

solo success made him the man to watch.

Having turned 21 in the week leading

uptotheeventand boosted by his outright

win here 12monthsago andin Poland
last time outin the championshiplast
month, Gryazin didn’t disappoint,
winning the Qualifying Stage on Friday

and thefirstfive stages of the event proper.

It would have been sixin arow but for
apuncture on Saturday’s closingrun,
although with a 19-second overnight
advantage toIngram, Gryazin wasn’t
exactly troubled by his delay.

“Maybel could be faster butit’smore
about being strategic, knowing where
to push and wherenot to push,” he said.

Tounderline his dominance, Gryazin
added three Sunday stage bests to his
tally for alead of 36.8s with just the
afternoon trio of stagesleft. Although
there wereno morefastest timesfrom
the Sports Racing Technologies driver,
neither wasitnecessary. Instead,
Gryazin showed great maturity to
keep out of trouble to win the titleand
100,000 euros for hisnext career move.

“Itfeels good and I'mreally satisfied,”
Gryazin said. “Idon’t show emotions too

much butI’'mreally happy. Weimproved

alot this year, our pacenotes and our
drivingon Tarmac. Wehad a good

strategy and a good preparation for each
event. Now Ilook tonext year. I think it
willbe WRC2butIalso gettworounds

of the ERC asmy gift from Eurosport.”

From the high of winningthe ERC
Junior U27titlein Latvialast season,
Ingram had tomake do with the U28
runner-up spot behind Gryazin.

“I'mdisappointed because we’ve
worked sohard but we’reatthe
end withnothing,” said Ingram.

“Nikolay deservesto be champion
butit wasreally pleasing to be barely
off hispace onsomestages.”

Fredrik Ahlin, last year’s British
Rally Championship runner-up, beat
Fabian Kreim to third place behind
Ingram, atwo-wheel moment through
aditch onthelast stagenot helping
Kreim’s efforts to complete the podium.

BritRhys Yatesfoughtback froma
confidence-depletingmoment on Sunday’s
opener tofinish seventh on his second
outinginaRoman Kresta-run car.

Catie Munnings won the ERC Ladies’
Trophy section on the event butlost the
title to Spaniard Emma Falcon when
dropped scores cameinto play. Petter
Solberg’s son Oliver impressed in the
two-wheel-drive class before stopping
with abroken engine.

Gryazinbeat Ingram (to left) and Ahlin (top right) onroads h nows

RESULTS |
European Rally Championship, round 7/7, Latvia, October 12-14
POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME
1 Nikolay Gryazin/Yaroslav Fedorov Skoda FabiaR5 +1h40m14.5s
2 Chris Ingram/Ross Whittock Skoda Fabia RS +43.3s
3 Fredrik Ahlin/Joakim Sjoberg Skoda Fabia R5 +48.8s
4 Fabian Kreim/Frank Christian Skoda Fabia RS +57.0s
5 Lukasz Habaj/Daniel Dymurski Skoda Fabia R5 +1mb56.1s
6 Filip Mares/Jan Hlousek Skoda FabiaR5 +2m?25.7s
7 Rhys Yates/Elliott Edmondson Skoda Fabia R5 +3m42.8s
8 Orhan Avcioglu/Burcin Korkmaz Skoda Fabia RS +7m?29.0s
9 Tom Kristensson/Henrik Appelskog Opel Adam R2 +8m38.4s
10 | Martins Sesks/Renars Francis Opel Adam R2 +8mb59.1s
Class winners: ERC2: Sergei Remennik/Mark Rozin (Mitsubishi Lancer E10); ERC3: Kristensson/Appelskog; ERC Junior Under 28:
Gryazin/ Fedorov; ERC Junior Under 27: Kristensson/Appelskog.
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essthan 20 minutes
after crossing ]
thefinishline
firstat Estering, b
viaavisittothe
podium, already
crowned World
Rallycross champion Johan
Kristoffersson crossed the dirt
road between therostrum and the
mediacentre atthe German venue
headingforthe press conference.

Beforemakingit tothe interview
area, the Swede stopped by a timing
screen and stared. With thekind of
swift data analysis that would takea
normal person significantly more
time, the PSRX Volkswagen driver
had digested the final resultsfromthe
11thround of the series, in which he
had won for anincredible 10th time.

The self-proclaimed nerd turned
tothenearest desk and asked, “What
wasthelaprecord?”

Thenow double FIA World champion
of course knew what thelaprecord was
priortothelatestevent, the 35.227she
himself set 12monthsearlier. But since
then, theloose surfacesrenowned for
beingrough had beenredeveloped,
cars have moved on further stilland
thetimes tumbled.

Whatthe 2018 Swedish Touring Car
championreally wanted to know was
had he bettered the best time of the
weekend sofar.Indeed hehad. Onlap
two of the final Kristoffersson setthe
fastestlap of the day, beating Niclas
Gronholm’s best from the semi-finals,
then onthenext tourthe double
champion set the fastestlap of the
weekend totake thelaprecordin
34.357s. That Kristoffersson seemed
justaspleased with hislap time
performance ashe did with victory

J1O0'FOR| .
KRIS*TO FEERS "SON e

§Hal ﬂldge Saw the Valkswagen manperformito agam

_,"

Kristoffersson (r) was &
again unstoppable

 RESULTS|
FIAWorld Rallycross Championship round11/12
When: October 13/14Where: Estering, Germany Starters:42

Audi do that: A1 swap for Baciuska pays off

givesanindication asto hismindset, POS | DRIVER CAR TIME Volland Racing had intended who entered the season

asdid thefactthathe sodesperately 1 Johan Kristoffersson Volkswagen Polo 3m33.568 tointroduceits Audi Al into finale with the points lead

wanted to win the German round. 2 Mattias Ekstrom Audi S1 +1.849s the European Rallycross and finished second in the
“Iwasdoingmy homework for 3 Andreas Bakkerud AudiS1 +3.082s Super1600 category for the Intermediate Classification.

Buxtehude before we went to America 4 Niclas Gronholm Hyundaii20 +5.030s start of the season. However, He won his semi-final and

[round 10in Austin afortnight 5 Petter Solberg Volkswagen Polo +2 laps experienced driver, engineer finished second in the final after

earlier],” he admitted after the final. 6 Kevin Hansen Peugeot 208 +6 laps and team boss Rolf Volland aclose fight to secure the crown.

Having previously ‘only’ netted a best Super1600 (6 laps): 1 Aydar Nuriev (Skoda Fabia) 4m02.078s; 2 Rokas Baciuska (Audi A1) +1.392s; 3 Jesse Kallio (Renault didn’t want to replace his Ironically, it was stable

finish of fourth (in 2015) at the oldest
circuiton the calendar, Kristoffersson
arguably dropped the ball at Estering
in2017having wrapped up thetitlea
round earlier. Hehad got caughtinthe
mid-pack meleein the semi-finalsand
didn’t make the final. This time around
the circuit-racingbred Swede had done
hishomework, most notably on how
besttomakeitaround thefirst corner
whererotatingthe car on gravellong
before the apex is paramount, asthe
surface changesfromloose to asphalt.

Although he was only fastest once in
the qualifying stages, he again knew
exactly how hard, and when, toreally
pushinthefinal stages and proved
just why heis onsuch animpeccable
run by claiming another win. Behind
Kristoffersson, Audi pair Mattias
Ekstrom and Andreas Bakkerud
were arguably closer than they’d been
tothe Volkswagen all year. Although
they were pleased with a double
podium, they were understandably
more than alittle disappointed not
tohavefinished on the top step.

More aggrieved still were Kevin
Hansen and Gronholm. Drivinga
third, older-spec 208 WRX for the
works Peugeot squad, Hansen made
thefinal havingrun with the fastest
driversthrough qualifying. Inthe
predictable first corner scrum, as
second-row starter Petter Solberg
tried to go around the outside and
visited the gravel trap, Ekstrom and
Kristoffersson struck the outside
barrier, Bakkerud snuck intothelead
and Hansen challenged Kristoffersson
forsecond intherun to Turn2. Holding
third, Hansen almost certainly had
enough inhandtobeabletojoker
and maintain position, but the 2016

Twingo); 4 Timur Shigabutdinov (Skoda Fabia); 5 Josef Susta (Skoda Fabia) ; 6 Gergely Marton (Skoda Fabia).

Solberg (v) gets it —
wrong on initial start =

European champion hitthe wall on the
inside of Turn 3 onlap four, which fired
himhead-onintothe Armcoonthe
outside of the corner at speed. With the
car badly damaged, Hansen removed
himself from the car but collapsed on
thebank and therace was stopped.
Hansen was takenfirst to the medical
centre and then hospital, where he
stayed overnight and was discharged.
Ontherestart, Kristoffersson took
thelead and headed thefield for the
duration from the Audi duo, while
Gronholm took an early joker and on
another day may well have finished
better than fourth. On yet another
occasion this season, drivinga WRC-
derived Hyundaii20 run by hisfather
Marcus’ GRX squad, Gronholm was
best of the driversinthenon-works
backed cars and wasright in the fight
for apodium. If Hansen and Gronholm
keepdrivingin the same way, a podium
orevenmore won'tbefaraway.
Solberg was more conservativein
thefirst corner of the second running
of thefinal and took an early joker,
butretired with enginefailure onlap
five. Regardless, his PSRX Volkswagen
outfit secured the World RX teams’

crown with an eventto spare.

While Volkswagen and Audi celebrated,
itwasapoorresult for Peugeot asboth
Timmy Hansen and Sebastien Loeb
didn’t makeit through the semi-finals.
Loebretired after contact with Kevin
Eriksson when tryingto pass the Swede’s
Ford Fiestaontheinsideinto Turn?2,
while Hansen had first corner contact

with Anton Marklund in semi-final one,

which continued down the following
straight. Marklund retired and Hansen
was later disqualified from the race.
Marklund’s GCK team-mate Liam
Doran, driving a third Prodrive-built
Megane RSRX, had a difficult weekend.
Startingintheoutside grid slotand
unable tomake optimal starts, Doran
got caughtin traffic through the event.
Aracewinin Q4 and seventh best
time may havelifted himinto the semi-
finals, butfor being disqualified from
the Q1 results for touchingthelaunch
control button onthehandbrakein
thefirst corner of hisrace. The Brit
admitted a 0.1 second mistakerather
than deliberate attempt touse the
deviceasaway to controltraction, but
he would wind up 19th overall. Fellow
Brit Oliver Bennett finished 15th.

existing Skoda Fabias until
the Audis were proven to be
better and faster.

With testing undertaken and
that fact clear, thanks to better
engines, gearboxes, suspension
and weight distribution, the
first of the Audis arrived for
round three in Norway.

While he didn’t win all
the remaining events, the
pacesetter from the middle
of the year on was Volland
Racing’s Rokas Baciuska,

mate Aydar Nuriev in the older
Skoda who was closest to the
leader entering the finale,

and closer still when the pair
repeatedly banged doors on
the opening lap of the final.

The Russian took maximum
points at Estering in a valiant
effort to challenge for the title,
butit wasn’t to be. Jesse Kallio,
the 2017 RX Academy champion,
finished the last final of the
year on the podiumin a Set
Promotion-run Renault Twingo.

Audis of Ekstrom and Bakkerud completed podium bend Kristoffersson
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British pairing look
at RX2 opportunity

British Supernational rallycross

driversJack Thorne and Todd

Crooksareevaluatingastep

up to the World Rallycross-

supporting RX2 category.
Bothdriverstested the series’

single-make, four-wheel-drive

carsatataster dayin Sweden By HalRidge appearancesthisyear. British RX and there’s only five
recently and arelookingat “Goingback toBritishRX, points between the top three
optionstocompeteinthe class. The youngest British I’'dliketo pick up whereIleft guysinthe championship.

The 2016 British RX champion
Dan Rookefinished asrunner-
upin RX2in 2017, whilereigning
British RX champion Nathan
Heathcotehasracedinthe
seriesthisyear.

“The Lites car was hugely fun
and challenging,” Crooks said.
“Ontheloose surfaceit was
very chuckable and fast,and on
the Tarmacitrequired absolute
precision. Ittook a bit of getting
usedtobutonceI’d hadone
sessionIjust wanted tospend
all day playing with the set-up.
The car and championship

Rallycross champion Dan
Rooke will return to the
series at Silverstone

next month.

Rooke, whohasn’traced a
Supercar since thefinal round
of the 2016 season at Croft, will
drive Team RX Racing’s Ford
Focusalongside team owner
and title-contender Ollie
O’Donovan. Rookeracedin
the World RX-supporting RX2
category last season and won
the Swedishround, buthas
only made ad-hocdriving

off and finish on the podium,”
said Rooke. “It’sgoingtobea
challenge.I'venotdrivena
Supercar for two years, but
I’'dlikeIthinkIcangetupto
speed quite quickly.”
Rookehasalreadyraced on
the Silverstone circuitin an
RX150buggy and tested at the
venueina Supercar Lites
machine. “Racingatahigh level
inRX2last year, Ireally had
toscrubuponnotmaking
silly mistakes. I'm excited for
Silverstone, thelevelishighin

the opportunity.”

isagoodpackage.”

NATIONAL HOT RODS

Haird inherits victory

in Hednesford thriller

Hot Rods: Hednesford Hills
By Graham Brown

Organiser: Incarace When: October 14 Where: Hednesford Hills
Raceway Starters: 26.

A meeting which started out promising
very little at the cold and rain-swept
Cannock Chasetrack turnedintoa
real cracker, with the final perhaps
therace of the season.

Four cars staged amagnificentfight
forthelead, the quartet eventually being
led home by Shane Bland, only for him
tofall foul of the tyreloggingrules once
again to hand the win to Chris Haird.

Asthefield set off into the pouring
rain for the opening heat, it was Ivan
Grayson who seized thelead but with
Lee Pepper hard after him when he’d
overtaken Peter Elliott. Pepper quickly
went to thefront, although hisrun was
interrupted by a yellow flag thrown
when Lewis Shelley and Andy Lane
had ahome straight comingtogether.

Third man Terry Hunn got the jump
on Grayson at therestartand was soon
on terms with the leader, but the pair
were only able to enjoy their private
lead dice until another yellow closed the
field up again. That broughtfast mover
Bland into the equation, the European
championnipping past Hunn three laps
from home and then Pepper as they took
thelastlapboard. Theracefinished
early with another multi-car incident
bringing about prematureredflags.

Grayson got away well again in the
secondrace buthad James Meadows
fillinghis mirrors soon after the start.

Hlene e e
winner Haird

— e

Grayson fell back as Meadows briefly
took charge before Hunn rushed up to
challenge him, the Mazda driver hitting
thefrontjust before another bout of
yellows were brought on by Chris
Crane smackingthe wall.

Astherain stopped, on therestart
Hunnused areally wideline
to gradually edge away from therest,
even yet another caution period failing
totrouble him on his way totheflag.
Meadows hung onto second with Kym
Weaver homein third.

Following afalse starttothefinal,
when several cars crashed or spun, a
single-filerestart sparked off areal
nail-biter of arace.

Bland shot away at the front with
Haird zapping past Rob McDonald
tosliceinto third and then second
when Hunn ran wide. With McDonald
following Haird through and Billy
Wood soonrelegating Hunn as well
to gofourth, the scene was set for a
no-holds-barred scrapto the finish.

Bland and Haird diced for thelead,
with Haird alongside several times
without being able tomake the pass
stick, allowing McDonald to catch up
andjoinin. Thesethree wentatitflat
out, with Haird still tryingtomake an
outside passand McDonald attempting

BriSCA F1

tobypass the others by goingeven
wider. He eventually ducked under
Haird instead as they passed half
distance but thenslid wide at the East
bend allowing Haird by again and Wood
tooashe’d now arrived on the scene
to complicate matters still further.
Then it was side-by-side place
swappingevery yard of the way with
positions changing hands almost every
bend and no one takingthe non-contact
ruletoo seriously. Haird eventually
managed to put himself back ahead of
McDonald threelaps from home - Wood
following him through —the multi-world
champ then attacking Bland’slead yet
againtofinish about half a carlength
down astheyraced under the chequers.
It was only after Bland’s car cruelly
failed post-race scrutiny that he
eventually lost the victory, handing
thelaurelstoHaird.

Results

Heat one: 1 Shane Bland (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Lee Pepper (Peugeot
205¢cc); 3 Terry Hunn (Mazda RX-7); 4 Rob McDonald (Vauxhall
Tigra); 5 Kym Weaver (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Chris Haird (Vauxhall
Tigra); 7 James Meadows (Ginetta G40R); 8 Ralph Sanders
(Vauxhall Tigra). Heat two: 1 Hunn; 2 Meadows; 3 Weaver; 4 Billy
Wood (Vauxhall Tigra); 5 Bland; 6 Pepper; 7 Gavin Murray (Vauxhall
Tigra); 8 Jason Kew (Ginetta GAOR). Final: 1 Haird; 2 Wood; 3
McDonald; 4 Kew; 5 Carl Waller-Barrett (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Murray;
7 Hunn; 8 Colin Smith (BMW Z4); 9 Kenny Purdie (Vauxhall Tigra);
10 Ivan Grayson (Vauxhall Tigra). Standings: 1 Kew 198; 2 McDonald
183; 3 Murray 180; 4 Haird 175; 5 Wood 162; 6 Weaver 150.

Elwell forced his way into thelead

By Colin Casserley
Skegness Starters: 48.

Organiser: Skegness Stadium When: October 13 Where:

held onto second place until he
tangled with Ryan Harrison with

twolapsto go. Both carsended up

“Idon’t want tobe gettingin
anybody’s way but I'm going
theretogetthebestresultIcan
formyself. It’sraretogetthe
chancetoracethesecars,
Ican’tthank Ollie enough for

O’Donovan has won three
events sofarthisseasoninthe
car Rooke willracein thefinale,
while the Irishman will drive his
Ford Fiesta. O’Donovanleads
the standings by four points
from Julian Godfrey, with Mark
Higginsafurther point behind.

justbefore the halfway point. Jacklin

Rooke will
return to BRX

BTRDA CLUBNANS RALLYCROSS

Ryan and Lynch have to wait for the final results

BTRDA Rallycross: Blyton Park
By Hal Ridge

Organiser: MDA/BTRDA When: October 14 Where: Blyton Park
Starters: 47.

Irishman Patrick Ryan qualified on pole
position for the Supermodified A final and
crossed thefinish linefirstin the penultimate
round of the BTRDA Clubmans
Rallycross Championship at Blyton Park.

Ryanmadethebest startas Tony Lynch
had contact with Mike Dresser at the
first corner of thefinal, Lynch recovering
ahalf-spintorunsecond.

Onlap two, Lynch moved into thelead
ontheloose surfacesection but Ryan
madealast-corner overtaketo claim
victory ontrack.

Following a protest, Ryan was handed a
five-second penalty which dropped him
behind Lynch intheresults. However,
theresultremains provisional as Ryan
appealed the amended classification,
which will be heard at the season finale
intwo weeks’ time.

BMW Miniracer David Bell, who
finished second inthe Bfinalin
torrentially wet conditions, delivered an
impressive drive tofinish on the podium.
Paul Johnson wound up fourth and Bfinal
winner Nick Angrave was fifth. Dresser
retired from thefinal. The event was cut to
two qualifying sessions tolimit wear to the
loose-surface sectionsin the wet
conditions, and it was Peugeot 205
campaigner Ryan Stutchbury who started
from pole in the Classicfinal, from where
he would never be headed onroute to
victory. Ryan Taylor finished second and
rallycross stalwart David Ewinrounded
off thetop three.

owe this win tomy crew who has puta
lot of hard work and hoursin.Icould
not have won this without them. I
didn’t need the yellow flag towards
theend, butItold myself to keep

Elwell was top of the pile at Skegness

Stuart Smith Jrincreased hislead in
the National Points Shootout series
which edged him closer toretaining
his title, butit was George Elwell who
beat the Shootout contenders across
thefinish line at Skegnesstorecord
hismaiden BriSCA F1final win.
Sam Jacklin grabbed thelead of
therace at the drop of the green
flag with Elwell in close pursuit, the
duo openingup a sizable gap before

stranded on the race track bringing
outayellow flagand bunchingup the
field. Onthe ensuingrestart Elwell
was able to hold on to his advantage.
The winner said: “Ijusttriedto
keepmy head throughout therace
andnot pushittoo hard;Ihave been
my own worst enemy recently.
“Wehave made some changeson
the car as well and that has given me
belief and confidencein the car.1

focused and just keep on doing what
IThadbeendoingallrace.”

Dan Johnson came home second.
Hesaid: “Imessed up at the start of
theracesoIlampleasedthatIwas
able tofight back to get second.

“George Elwell drove a great
race, heisone of the up-and-coming
drivers and credit goes tohim.”

Tom Harris crossed the line
third but was excluded from the

Polish driver Jarek Suchowieckitook a
commanding win in the Production
category while Dale Ford finished second
and Joe Meskauskas was third. Mark
Henry scored apersonal bestresultin
fourth but Luke Mason was unable to
startthefinal due toabroken driveshaft.

Luke Constantine continued an
impressivefirst season of motorsport
by maintaininghisunbeatenruninthe
BTRDA Junior category, racing a Suzuki
Swift. It was a Constantine family lock-
outon the podium ashis cousin James
finished second and older brother Tom
was third. Amy Baines scored a personal
best result of fourth.

Dan Beattie claimed victoryin the
Production 4x4 category as the only
finisher. Hefended off early race pressure
from Paul Davis tolead throughout,
Davis spinninghis Subaruonlaptwo.
Onhisdebutinthe class, Dominic Flitney
climbed to second when Davis spun. But
heretired after contact when Davis retook
the position. Davis then also dropped out
with engine problems.

Results

Supermodified: 1 Tony Lynch (Ford Ka) 6m35.056s; 2 Patrick
Ryan (Vauxhall Nova) +4.816s; 3 David Bell (BMW Mini); 4 Paul
Johnson (BMW M3); 5 Nick Angrave (Honda Integra); 6 Marc
Jones (Toyota MR2).

Classic: 1 Ryan Stutchbury (Peugeot 205) 6m39.114s; 2 Ryan
Taylor (BMW E30) +7.982s; 3 David Ewin (Ford Fiesta); 4 Martin
Peel (Peugeot 205); 5 David Martin (Peugeot 205); 6 Richard
Todd (BMW E30)

Production: 1 Jarek Suchowiecki (Citroen Saxo) 6m36.631s;

2 Dale Ford (Citroen Saxo) +8.346s; 3 Juozas Meskauskas
(Citroen C2); 4 Mark Henry (Alfa Romeo 147); 5 Thomas
Edmunds (MG ZR); 6 Stephen Gaunt (Citroen C2).

Junior: 1 Luke Constantine (Suzuki Swift) 6m.57.270s; 2 James
Constantine (Suzuki Swift) +11.380s; 3 Tom Constantine (Suzuki
Swift); 4 Amy Baines (Vauxhall Corsa); 5 Morgan Wroot (Suzuki
Swift); 6 Ben Sayer (Suzuki Swift)

Production 4x4: 1 Dan Beattie (Subaru Impreza) 6m29.272s;

Third helps Smith Jr to maintain his points lead but Elwell is the driver in form on the Skegness shale

results when he failed to go to
the scrutineer’s scales directly
aftertherace.

Harris was unaware on leaving
thetrack aftertheracethathehad
finished third. Itisunderstood that
he will appeal the decision to
exclude him.

Goingintothe sixth round of the
shootoutnext Saturday at King’s
Lynn, Smith holds a 35-point
advantage over Mat Newson.

Result

1 George Elwell; 2 Dan Johnson; 3 Stuart Smith Jr; 4 Ashley
England; 5 Paul Harrison; 6 Will Hunter; 7 Karl Hawkins; 8
Keith Barnard; 9 Frankie Wainman Jr; 10 Aaron Leach.
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MN SAYS... '

Great news for Russell —and Williams

A British combination gives fresh hope for the long-standing team’s revitalisation

Britain will have three drivers on the F1 grid in 2019, and that is a very positive step. Excitingly, too, all three of the drivers are top-level
talents and should be able to prove their potential.

Everyone knows the skills of Lewis Hamilton, who is likely to remain at Mercedes as the world champion. But in Lando Norris at McLaren and George Russell
at Williams, we have the next wave of up-and-coming racers who have the skills to remain in the top flight for a very long time. Unlike Hamilton, who came inte F1
with a winning car, both Norris and Russell will have an uphill task to turn around the fortunes of McLaren and Williams respectively.

That means there will be pressure on them both from the very beginning of their careers, but that is what grand prix racing is all about anyway. They will have to
perform at the very top of their games, but that is something they have both proved in F2 this season. They have shown that they are both capable of being world
champions —and now they both have a platform to prove it.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters

DIGITAL .. WRITETOUS

1 |SS“E fi MotorsportNews
=54 |Seemotorsport 1EtonStreet,
-news.co.uk '/ fRichmond,
TWI1AG

A Volvo Amazon pushes § b, e o #'Y' Alex Ireland’s shot
on, by Paul Grimes . o (88 S o . E w Y from the SMRC finale

James Nicholls and co-driver Grace
Lees push hard - shot by Ian Francis

Paul Trueman was in Dees1de for WRC

_, Peter Atkins caught : = - Mg g Lo T
& a flaming Skyline Metro 6R4 action from the Myherm stage on Wales Rally GB taken by Richard Sa11sbury

DGOT AN OPINION? > > > LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK |
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Enjoy thefinal European Formula
3round of the year from Hockenheim
(Thursday, 0830-0930hrs, BT Sport3).
Would Mick Schumacher continue
his dominance and win the title or
would Briton Dan Ticktum be able
tostophim?

Catch the 1990 United States
Grand Prix with F1 Classic Races
as Ayrton Senna and Jean Alesi
battled for the win (Thursday, 2100-
2130hrs, Sky SportsF1).

Andtuneinon Friday for highlights

fromthelatestround of the World
Endurance Championship
fromFuji, (0730-0830hrs, BT Sport 3)

asToyotatriedtowinonhomesoil. =~ Alonso backinWEC action

: RACING : Historic Touring Cars, Guards
SATURDAY : Trophy, Historic Road Sports, '70s
: MOultonPark,Cheshire : RoadSports, Classic F3/Classic

BARC meeting: BARC Saloons, FF2000, Formula Junior, Classic

: M Formula Ford Festival:

5 Joey Foster (r) won last year’s Formula Ford Festival, which is taking place again this weekend

: Complex, CountyTyrone
: Tyrone Stages Rally
: Starts 1030hrs Admission free

-
*

Web cookstownmotorclub.com

SUNDAY

. mPembrey circuit,

: Carmarthenshire

Formula Renault Euroformula NASCAR: : Mighty Minis, Junior Saloons, NW : Clubmans, Derek Bell Trophy Starts
Eurocu Open: Kansas Sports/Saloons, Classic VW Starts : Saturday, racing from 1255hrs
Barcelona Barcelona B Race: Sunday, : racing from 1130hrs (qualifying ¢ (qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday,
M Race 1: Saturday, M Race 2: Sunday, 1830-2230hrs, + from 0830hrs) Admission adult : racing from 1024hrs (qualifying from
1130-1245hrs, 1200-1300hrs, BT Sport ~ Premier Sports : £16,under 13 free Web msv.com ¢ 0900hrs) Admission £15,under  :
BT Sport3 ESPN : Contact 0843 453 9000 : 15free Web silverstone.co.uk :
: : Contact08704 588260
: SATURDAY/SUNDAY : mDoningtonPark,Leics
: Brands Hatch, Kent : BRSCC meeting: F1000,

Porsches, Mazda MX-5, Production

FF1600, Classic FF1600, Sports : GTi, Fun Cup Starts Saturday,

United States 1945-2150hrs 1735hrs (More4) 2000, Ford Fiesta, Fiesta Junior, Irish racing from 1130hrs (qualifying from
Grand Prix B FP3: Saturday, M FP2:Friday, 1955- i Supercars/Global GT Lights Starts  : 0910hrs) Sunday, racing from

Sky SportsF1 1845-2015hrs 2135hrs (More4) + Saturday, racing from 1320hrs . 0935hrs (qualifying from 0910hrs)
HD coverage M Qualifying: Saturday, ~~ EMFP3: Saturday, . (qualifyingfrom 0900hrs) Sunday,  : Admissionadult£16,under 13free
M Drivers’ press 2100-2345hrs 1855-2030hrs : racing from 1000hrs Admission ¢ Web msv.com Contact 0843453
conference: Thursday, l Race: Sunday, M Qualifying: Saturday, : adult£16,under 13freeWebmsv. : 9000

1700-1730hrs 1730-2210hrs 2100-2330hrs : com Contact 0843 4539000

B FP1:Friday, B Race: Sunday, : mSilverstone, Northants : RALLY

1545-1750hrs Channel 4 HD 1800-2215hrs : HSCCFinals:HistoricFormula3, | SATURDAY

B FP2: Friday, B FP1:Friday, 1555- : Historic FF2000, HistoricFF1600, : MBenone Tourist

NEXT WEEK

- m

Fairfield Merlin Stages Rally
Starts 0930hrs Admission TBC
Web carmarthenmotorclub.co.uk

SPORTING SCENE
SATURDAY

: mIpswich, Suffolk

National Hot Rods

: Starts 1845hrs Admission adults
- £16,concessions £12, children £6

Web nationalhotrod.com
mKing’s Lynn, Norfolk
BriSCAF1

: Starts 1730hrs Admission TBC
* Web brisca.com

Details correct at time of press but

: please check before travelling
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SPARES AND ACCESSORIES
Dominate the competition Vehicle =

Full range of engine components for:

T comprehensive range of
Hawk and Carbotech | Gpheeeiveg] WINNG BEGHS
VAUXHALL XE rewire to your vehicle
sl Products y

Carbotach: ROVER K-SERIES
Call or buy online!

QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK
01509 412 317

2 \
(Alloywheelrepairs.com |

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium

_ . www.cambridgemotorsport.com [ IWiss—"m"
Camb fld 9 e sales@cambridgemotorsport.com [ R ey SRS

bead blasted and powder coated.
) ¢ DS Motorsport Parts

+Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

( Chevette )
- Manufacturers of cars and components
DAY 1D DAVID to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR. Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue
l) | ~N D E N « HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll .
e TR L \W\WW.Vehicleproducts.co.uk
IMSURAMET BEQKERS (HEURAMET REOKERS Es;tcs required to build cars to works Tel: 0115 9305454 | e sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

+ 40 years of experience to share. Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
IAN JEMISON 9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, Ilkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

POLICIES FOR ENGINEERING
ISIMPSON

v COMPETITION CARS HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
e Exhaust s

v RALLY & RACE CARS BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA
v SERVICE VEHICLES (01904 703 863,

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

' Follow Us Like Us
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

01753532222 | Simpson Exhausts

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

www.kaylan.co.uk

MITSUBISHI
TO ADVERTISE | G®NA4

YOUR NEW B13 / Open Class
The winning PRODUCTS AND ﬁ

“formula in high SERVICES IN

performance plastlc... OUR NEXT ISSUE
CALL

Tel 01524 761398

Large amount of
parts held in stock

0 Z 0 3 ready for immediate

arms chipoie Exylan mudflaps and vndevbody proteci

b

3 W TIE. i it to withstand

1 g L ces af .

Furi; Scbas; Nisan, Sl o Sest o change 4o Rintas 4 0 5 8 1 0 9 despatch View our
= Slgeifiage, [ty mouddod sod periard] > Frotortics for; Tradieg Arees, Grarbos, B Jeets, Tor Lisks, Taforrmial e Gomrad Uederiody Proterton Onllne Catalogue at

= Wi B [oiong @ Dte S Garasbess Momsty v oo St Bomprilogl @ Sumsy baed Task Guprdt » Brigeis Mooisivd Pavrt & Full Cattong hermr Sl

i waynesis@aol.com
T-+as olizza 500024 Ol FiAs (011274 531409 www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk

=[Dee b_r!.,|!.|r_'-_-r._|.|__-| Plastic
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&= MARDI GRAS
/7 77 MOTORSPORT

O Coolers

RACELOGIC e whnsdiy
g VARLEY RED YOP™

RO IE

FEHGDO

= ~Jes

CALL FOR MORE INFO 2R BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk
01327 858 006 DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk
DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk

MARKETPLACE

VIVAL
Y

f RACE
013 x 10.0

I RevoLulioN |

COMPETITION AWHEELS

WWW.REVOLUTIONWHEELS.COM

E INFO@RWIL.ORG.UK / T +44 (0) 1623 860000 / MOB +44 (0) 7702 845264

e e = ...._
[

E‘fCAN M?A_'NUFACTURE ONSITE ANY SH'A'PE-.-_

SIZE = CAPACITY DF TANK YDU NEED'

90 .‘39

M PROJECT PRDJECT

CMB-FT-020R
CUsSTOM

:E— £ 1 X OFF CENTER FILLER
R NECK [BAFFLED]

WH RTEVE

P E1199
PROJECT

MUUNTED OFF-CENTRE

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[H250mm x W300mm x L600mm]

PFIDJECT
_CMB-FTO014
CUSTOM

- INLET, 6MM OUTLET
TXFMEIEE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED)

FUEL TANK AI.HIIIH.IH 18 G G
[H300mm x W300mm =
X L900mm] _

CMB-FT015
CuUsTOM
INLET, 6mm QUTLET

FILLEF[ NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] mMH.EI'EWI'I'I"I BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]
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MARKETPLACE

Email: Info@btccblueprints.co.uk
Facebook: BTCCBlueprints

Twitter: @BTCCBIueprints LLUEPRINTS

Web: www.btccblueprints.co.uk Covering 60 years of the BTCC

= Turkington

BTCC Blueprints would like to congratulate Colin Turkington on winning
his third BTCC Drivers’ Championship!

BTCC Blueprints provide high quality renders of various vehicles, specialising
in the BTCC. These can be used in multiple forms including Posters, Stickers,
Phone cases and more, aswell as being used in BICC event programmes aft
selected fracks. Should you want your car rendered we can do that foo!
Contact us foday!

Posters « Stickers « Mugs « Phone Cases « T-Shirts « Keyrings and morel!

3
%u 2 Facet
P FUEL PUMPS

ILTER KING [ Glencoe Ltd - Facet UK Concessionaire ]

Used P"Ofefs'ona”y In Military standard: MIL-STD-461F
* Off Roading Sports T -KIest life cycle: 6,000 hrs
* Historic Racing ' P .
* Historic Rallying

BENEFITS

* Fuel Filtering

* Fuel Pressure Control
* High Flow (optional)
* Cleanable Chamber

e Clear or Metal Bowl

* Robust Design

* Proven High Quality

¢ ALWAYS BUY ORIGING

_W Historically original equipment with
ALFA ROMEO * BENTLEY °* BRITISH LEYLAND °* LOTUS
RETAIL & TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

TEL: 01784 493 555 Tel: 01784 493 555

Email: sales lencoeltd.co.uk
Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk @9

www.glencoeltd.co.uk www.glencoeltd.co.uk

.*‘ R
e
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THE UK'S

@
A 1:8 MODEL
BIGGEST & BEST OF JAGUAR
CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW WORTH £8 735

Book tickets

NEC BIRMINGHAM ‘ 9-11 NOVEMBER 2018 Eslofe 26

October to
enter**

= with
"ODISCOVQI'y

=

TICKETS NOW ON SALE!
BOOK YOURS TODAY - QUOTE CMS18MN

NECCLASSICMOTORSHOW.COM CALL 0871 230 1088*

WORLD'’S BIGGEST GATHERING OF CLASSIC VEHICLE CLUBS

Over 3,000 stunning classic cars | Celebrity guests | Discovery Live Stage
The UK's biggest indoor autojumble & trader village | Classic cars for sale | Meguiar’s Club Showcase
Silverstone Auctions | Lancaster Insurance Pride of Ownership | Dream Rides | Restoration Theatre
Arrive & Drive a classic car experience with HERO | Free entrance to the Classic Motorbike Show

Headline Sponsor Official Partners
b4 LANCASTER @ HES SIRUBT  Amalgam
L.. INSURANCE discovery SILVERSTONE (% - I ¢ mooe

*Calls cost 13ppm plus standard network charges. Ticket prices include a free show guide. Advance tickets are available until midnight Thursday 8 November 2018. After

that date, tickets will only be available at the show. All bookings are subject to a single transaction fee of £1.95. Please be aware the above code does not equate to a

discounted rate and is solely for marketing purposes. All information correct at time of publishing. **Book your ticket(s) before Friday 26 October 2018 at midnight and
you will be automatically entered in to our free prize draw to win a Jaguar E-type model worth £8,735. Full T&Cs online: www.necclassicmotorshow.com/tickets




36 OCTOBER 17 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

MARKETPLACE

Yoo/ /47 4 KOSKINIMPORT.GOM +35810) 45 6029441 | jnekoskinimport com
snginesring

Advanced Cooling Systems
 Everything on the car is within

- ! > - Group N regulations.

e A major service and overhaul in
2012 after the last rally, with only
light use since.

Water Radlators - - e

» Standard gearbox driven S00km

P RV VR A W R ey TS =l o
I t . J “H. T A—" S S T (non-competition use).
n ercoo ers 'i o = . - - _ » New front Motorsport brake
gy ]F" ""l!"" 1'I AT . W Ftl : discs/pads, Wilwood rear brakes.
OII c I " s ! Ilf“' It "W.'"“l!”llr” H“ ”' 'H e % H » GI’OUD N ECU.
I 00 ers q. iy lt ﬂmmnrr“!'ﬂ‘m i ""“I'f"‘ o S - ] » Water injection.

RV HLLL\. ﬁm‘-ﬂ.! { F, e » Suspension serviced.

Heat Exchangers - \ M ."',"-1 L '  The caris in Finland and can be

\ HJL . ' shipped worldwide, please ask for

System Design e
Ancillary Products i

Manufactured to your requirements
by the UK's leading supplier.

* 102BHP now running on twin SUs

 Bought for road rallying but change of plans.

» Now lightly modified back for road rallying with glass

side windows, door cards etc.

info@dockingengineering.com
+44 (0) 1327 857164
+44 (0) 1327 858011
www.dockingengineering.com

* Previously used for tarmac stage rallying and sprints.

 Engine built by SRE (Slark Race Engineering)
* MOT to Aug 2018

Unit 15 Silverstone Circuit - _ :
Certified to CAA & AWS Silverstone, Northants "Nl [~ o wEs O e

Welding Standards NN12 8TL, United Kingdom

4{'.
i
Ve

RatEwear

.El].l.l;{
The Winning Choice.

=2

Y

1.%‘

For style, quality and service that is second to none.
Suppliers to leading teams and individuals.

UK based design team can work with you to

create your unique custom design.

Full range of boots, gloves, underwear,

helmets and accessories.

Contact us for further information.

www.freemracewear.co.uk
Call: 01233 740 615

Email: aaron@freemracewear.co.uk

€] @racewearfreem [ racewearfreem racewearfreem
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Sy

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

A = 6
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PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
S021 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS
WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND
Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS
Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs
PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@siltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www. 1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
T: 0044(0)2885549851
www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Woodford Trailers Limited ¢ 14 Great Central Way ¢ Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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Authorised stockists for:

and many more...

01527908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!
GP8 Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

G{xﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
pB Motorsport

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit groupbmotorspori.com

WEB DIRECTORY

GEARBOXES

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

— phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

MARDI GRAS

A\ MOTORSPORT
www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, enging
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: shdev.co.uk E: sbdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE & RALLY PARTS

RACEWEAR

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

N z ¥ 'f .‘_"‘,' %

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT

www.demon-tweeks.com

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists -

eEmbroidery
rint
®Quick Turnaround

®Min Order Only 4
¢ No Logo Set Up Fees

www.iogomeup.co.u

ic

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

| — Northampton
. Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

(€ 9:3:4:10).4 3

Part[-)e)¢

Performance and Tuning Parts
Leading performance brands online

RACE & RALLY PARTS

«

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

-
B

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk

Living tine hight Lite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRY.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

WHEELS & TYRES

Rally & Race Gearboxes,
GearKits, LS50 and Driveshafts

1: 01782280136 F:01782269913
E: sales{@eliteracingtransmissions.com

]
da ™
PP
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Transmissions

visit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

wwwi.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

. 3 3N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




Keeping you \
On Track....... ‘RwN

MOTORSPORT INSURANCE

@ Rally damage On Event @ Liability
& Accident damage On Track @ Personal accident

& storage and transit @ Track day

V] Competitive premiums V] Simple quote form
@ A-Rated Insurers V] Bespoke cover
@ raost claim payments & Knowledgeable staff

Complete an online quote request form at

www.ryanmi.com
Email us: info@ryanmi.com Call us: +44 (0) 1799 524202

Ryan Motorsport Insurance Limited is an appointed representative (557405) of Independent Broking Solutions Limited
who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Its Financial Services registration number is 312026.



