


Montreal’s race is one that almost always provides incidents and drama, the perfect 
venue for Formula One, but this week the action’s been elsewhere, with spectacular  
car crashes, mid-air rescues, midnight robberies and a host of A-list stars jetting into 
Quebec to crank the grand prix up to fever pitch... 



Lewis Hamilton’s driving skills must 
come from his mother’s side. On 
Wednesday his dad was found startled, 
sitting in a wrecked £330,000 Porsche 
and covered in foliage in the middle of 
a children’s playground. Anthony had 
lost control of the 205mph Carrera GT 
just 200 metres from his home and went 
flying through a hedge into the empty 
play area. An eyewitness told British 
newspaper The Daily Mirror: “He started 
revving the car really hard and wheel-
spinned off… and 50 yards down the 
road lost it on the corner. The car spun 
around 180 degrees. There was a terrible 
bang. I ran over and asked if he was 
alright. He just said ‘yes’ and staggered 
off, looking really shocked.” 

Hamilton Senior had the supercar 
on loan and was apologetic. “This is my 
first crash in almost 30 years and it had to 
happen in someone else’s car,” he said. 
“Thankfully the only thing hurt was the 
car, and a hedge, and I’m extremely sorry.”

Felipe Massa’s race engineer, Rob 
Smedley, proved what a gentleman he is 
on the flight to Montreal. There was some 
alarm when a lady at the back of the KLM 
plane was taken ill, and while the crew 
tried to track down a doctor, Rob gave up 
his business class seat and suggested to 
the crew that the woman might feel more 
comfortable up there. He was quite 
happy to ride out the rest of the trip with 
a fraction of his usual legroom.

Congratulations to Renaud de Laborderie, 
Formula One’s most decorated journalist. 
A veteran of 40 years of sports writing, 
he has been presented with a lifetime 

Adrian Sutil wasn’t the only man robbed 
in Monaco. Ex-F1 driver Marc Surer 
awoke in his hotel to find his wallet and 
watch missing. It seems that thieves hit 
five other rooms in separate hotels that 
same night, targeting wealthy visitors 
as they slept in their beds. 

Fortunately, they earned Surer’s 
respect in the process. “They were thieves 
with style. They took my cash and cards, 
but left my passport and paddock pass. 
I’m quite grateful to them, really!” So 
Surer had no problems showing up for 
work with Premiere TV, he just had to get 
a producer to run out and pay for his taxi.

Organisers of the Grand Prix du Canada 
are really pushing the boat out this year, 
with plush new media and team facilities. 
And lucky journalists were given another 
bonus on Wednesday when they were 
invited on a free-of-charge holiday. 
Nothing new there, you might think, but 
this ‘jolly’ was a particularly generous 
one: guests were flown over the Quebec 
forests by seaplane to the remote Hotel 
Sacacomie, known for its cuisine. There, 
the media took the opportunity to fish 
for trout on a private lake, ride quad 
bikes through the woodland, and spot 
beavers and black bears. 

Far from the tranquility of Canada’s 
countryside, however, photographer 
John Townsend was at home feeling sorry 
for himself. Unfortunately for him, when 
he accepted the holiday invitation, he 

forgot to change his flight to an earlier one. 
He showed up at the airport only to be 
told his reservation was for 24 hours later. 

Having signed up to the Lewis Hamilton 
fan club in Monaco, P Diddy is expected 
to attend again this weekend. And it 
looks as though he might be angling for 
a race. After he’d been one of the first 
to hug Lewis following his victory in the 
glamorous principality, rapper Diddy 
proclaimed that the young Englishman 
may even be as good as he is. “Lewis is 
a true hero. Honestly, if I was up against 
him I don’t know who would win.”

This brings back memories of 
Sylvester Stallone who, starring in 
the film Escape To Victory, got to 
play football against Pelé. With the 
cameras rolling, and Sly in goal, Pelé 
expertly placed the ball so the movie 
star could save it. Afterwards, Stallone 
started telling the crew he ought to 
turn professional, at which point Pelé 
showed up with a sack of balls and put 
every single one in the back of the net. 
Stallone shut up after that. 

Being insanely delusional is no reason 
to keep a star of Diddy’s calibre out of 
Montreal’s nightspots, however. He’s on 
the guest list for the Tribe Hyperclub on 
Saturday. Tonight, however, the A-list 
arrival is said to be Mariah Carey, as her 
new husband Nick Cannon is hosting 
a VIP night at the Time Supper Club, 
where Macy Gray entertained a number 
of paddock people on Wednesday. 

Use the correct amount of softener

Spin 

(noun/colloquial): 

public relations 

practice of putting 

positive light on a 

negative story via 

manipulation 

of facts

achievement award by the French 
Olympic committee. Renaud published 
his first book, Defense de Mourir – The 
Story of Jean-Pierre Beltoise, four decades 
ago and has been recognised as one of 
France’s premiere back-page reporters. 
Surely a Legion d’Honneur is now on the 
cards. Oh wait, he won one of those in 
1997 for his military service in Algeria.
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What’s F1 Hot... or Not?



If you point a camera at the paddock’s 
inhabitants, you’ll get amusing results.
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Oh, how we love Canada.

s the saying goes, there are lies, damn 
lies and finally, statistics. That’s certainly 
the case in motorsport, as last year’s F1 

results show. Even with my memory loss, I can 
remember Lewis Hamilton and Fernando 
Alonso winning races for McLaren, but the 
results indicate this did not happen. Similarly, 
back in 1997,  I could have sworn that Michael 
Schumacher was only narrowly beaten to the 
title, but his name appears nowhere on that 
year’s classification. And now, the man who beat 
him that year, a geeky looking French Canadian 
by the name of Jacques Villeneuve, might soon 
be considered one of the greatest drivers on the 
planet, if those stats are anything to go by.  

Why? Well try this on for size. Whatever we F1 
snobs think of racing on ovals, Jark Vealnooerve, 
as the commentators call him, won the Indy 500 
and the Indy title. He then became F1 Champion 
and, in a week’s time has a pretty good chance of 
winning the Le Mans 24 Hours. Okay, he 
hasn’t done it yet and maybe I’m indulging 
in premature Jacques elation but this 
would have a serious effect on Canadian 
papers, which usually consist of half a 
page of international news, half a page of 
the shipping forecast, a page about road 
accidents involving moose, six pages of 
local news and 20 pages about hockey. 

And after Wednesday’s Stanley Cup 
win for the Detroit Redwings over the 
Philadelphia Penguins (see I 
do read the papers) it must 
be time for my annual 
hockey joke. A judge for a 
divorcing couple has to 
decide who gets custody of 
their son. “I don’t want to live 
with my father, because he beats 

me,” says the child. “And I don’t want to go to  
my mother’s as she beats me too.” “So where do 
you want to live?” asks the judge. “With the 
Montreal Canadians, cos they never beat 
anyone.” I know this joke to be a dreadful 
calumny, as I was in town when the Canadians 
won the Stanley Cup, and the press complained 
the city had been vandalised by rioting fans, 
although to me it looked like a normal Friday 
night out in any European city.  

The big news here however (title race be 
damned) is that Circuit Gilles Villeneuve has had 
some upgrades. New kerbs to avoid big accidents, 
new generators, whatever. Of course, most 
important is the new floating media centre: if the 
drivers are being tediously politically correct or 
if the engineers are boring us, we journos could 
simply cut through the ropes holding their 
pontoon in place and set them adrift.  

Unlike some of you who come here early to 
visit famous spots like the Viagra Falls,  

I arrived late and so writing this column 
involved non-stop room service. It got off 

to a confusing start, as the waiter had 
little English or even French 
Canadian. Turns out he comes 

from Vietnam. “Do you miss 
Saigon?” I asked. “Sorry, I don’t 
like musicals,” he replied. The 
unique linguistic characteristics 
of this part of Canada caused 
more serious problems when 

posters announced that Friday 
got underway with Free 
Practice at ten o’clock and 
half the crowd turned up 
expecting to get in without 
paying. Who did they think 

they were, journalists?
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He won for Canada in A1GP and now he’s showcasing his skills  
in the World Series by Renault and F3 Euro Series. Gemma Briggs  

meets Red Bull Junior Team’s hardworking Robert Wickens.

ost racing drivers strut around 
Monte Carlo as if they own 
the place. And in fact, some of 
them do possess a few square 
metres. But Robert Wickens 

sends me an SMS from the train station asking 
for directions to the Formula One paddock.

It’s the first time the 19-year-old from  
Toronto has been to the world’s most famous  
tax haven, and the abundance of riches couldn’t 
be a more stark contrast to his rise through the 
junior ranks. But Wickens doesn’t seem fazed as 
he walks past the parade of 20m yachts lining  
the harbour wall and on to the Red Bull Energy 
Station. This is his job, and this driver knows  
the meaning of hard work.

Like any up-and-coming racer, the World 
Series by Renault driver will tell you that 
motorsport has always been his dream. From  
the age of two, he would complain if his parents 
couldn’t find racing on the TV, and within a few 
years he was pushing toy cars around the carpet, 
recreating races. Yet a career in the sport almost 
remained just a dream, as he tried to find funds. 

“My father had to sell his car to buy my first 
kart,” he says. “I was very young at that time and 
the plan was that my older brother would drive 
it for a year, then I would drive it for a year. 
After that we’d move on… that’s life.”

But the eight-year-old showed talent behind 
the wheel, going on to claim several karting 
titles. “It was definitely a big family effort,” he 
says. “For my whole karting career, my brother 
was my engineer. He was everything. During 
those years, he got a full-time job at a kart shop 
to pay for my karting. He never saw a single pay 
cheque, he just got credit to buy parts.” 

Motor racing is littered with hard-luck tales, 
but as we sit chatting against a backdrop of 
million-dollar apartments, you realise Wickens 
has had some near-misses on his way to Monaco 
harbour – like his first racing season, in Formula 
BMW in 2005, when he signed a contract two 
days before the first test and, despite winning  
a BMW scholarship, had a miniscule budget. 

“If I’d had one crash, I would have been out  
of the championship,” he recalls. “But I went the 
whole year without one. The only bill I had was 
$700 and that was when someone hit me! I was 
the only driver to finish every race, and I was 
always inside the top 10.”

With such a consistent season – including  
two wins and several podiums – it was no 

wonder that Wickens finished as top rookie. But 
his most crucial weekend came at the end-of-
season BMW World Finals in Bahrain. “I really 
wanted to go – there was the chance to drive an 
F1 car if I won! I kept on begging my parents,  
but they said, ‘We don’t have the money.’ So we 
started asking around, and it was only two days 
prior to the cars going on the plane that we  
knew it was happening.” 

As the weekend got underway, the effort 
appeared to have paid off, as Wickens qualified 
on pole in his group. “I was thinking, ‘This could 
happen – I could drive an F1 car,’” he recalls. 
“But in scrutineering, a piece of my car fell  
off and I was excluded.”

He was forced to start each heat from the 
back of the grid and, as his brother looked on 

finished second, despite being up against  
some very experienced competitors. “On the 
podium in my first race, I was next to a 26-year-
old and a 27-year-old. I’d just turned 18,” he says, 
shaking his head, before quickly adding, “but 
there was no point where I thought I wasn’t 
ready for it. I finished third overall and learned  
a lot, like I do every year.”

Until last year, Wickens was something of  
a well-kept secret, until he was called up for a 
free drive with A1GP’s Team Canada. A place  
as the team’s rookie offered the opportunity to 
get to know European-style racing, and tracks 
everywhere from Asia to Australia. No one quite 
expected the team to take him on as their full-
time driver, but that’s exactly what happened. 

“I got a win, five podiums, two poles and  
a fastest lap… It was like checking everything 
off on the to-do list,” he says. The reward was  
two awards at the end-of-season prizegiving,  
one for being top rookie and the other for best 
overtaking manoeuvre – a wet-weather marvel 
that he remains modest about.

His start to the World Series by Renault 
season, however, has been tarnished by bad  
luck. Catching up after race day at Monaco,  
he described his weekend as “a disaster”. His 
qualifying times were disallowed after a marshal 
helped his car from the escape road, sending him 
to the back of the grid and compromising his race.

Fortunately, this was followed by some good 
news, when he learned he’d be heading straight 
from Monaco to Pau, in the South of France,  
for his first race in the F3 Euro Series. Despite 
never having driven an F3 car before, he’ll be 
competing in two series at once. “I’m really 
looking forward to it,” he says. “It’ll be a great 
experience – but it’s going to be busy!”

Add to this his physical training programme 
at a Red Bull facility in Austria, finishing his 
high-school diploma online, and the odd 
demonstration run in the Red Bull Racing F1 
car, and you realise that, aside from this brief 
respite in the sunshine on the French Riviera, 
Robert Wickens is one of the sport’s hardest-
working drivers. And it finally looks as though 
that hard work may be paying off. 

“When I first got into cars, I said I wanted  
to be in F1 by 2010, although at the time  
I almost laughed,” says Wickens. “But now,  
if I have a very good year and a very good  
2009, then it’s a real possibility. It gives me  
goose bumps to think about it.” A

(“The family could only afford for one person  
to come and watch”), he made an amazing 62 
passing moves, finishing the final in sixth place, 
despite starting back in 27th. He didn’t get to test 
a BMW F1 car, and he had no plans to race the 
following season, but his performance had 
impressed Red Bull’s Dr Helmut Marko. “It  
was probably the best thing that has happened 
in my life so far,” says Wickens.

Signed to the Red Bull Junior Team, he won 
Formula BMW at his second attempt and 
remained in America last year for an attack on 
ChampCar Atlantic. His career was gathering 
pace. “We decided it would be best if I lived in 
Indianapolis and did an apprenticeship,” he  
says. “The team needed a hand and I learned  
a lot about how the car worked. It was my first 
year living away from home.”

After a difficult time testing, he found  
that everything “just clicked” during the first 
weekend at Las Vegas, where he took pole and 

Thanks to raw talent and a supportive family – his father sold their car to pay for his first kart, and his brother was his engineer – Robert has become one of motorsport’s best young prospects.

Looking up
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Few Formula One dads get as much media attention 
as Lewis Hamilton’s. Here, he tells Sarah Edworthy 

about his relationship with his superstar son.
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From early karting victories 
(below) through to his  

wet-weather triumph at 
Suzuka last year (top), 

Anthony is always there  
to share the good times   with Lewis.

The wind  beneath his wings...
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…Central Park in New York City. The conclusion of our exhaustive Red Bulletin study is that the city that never sleeps should be the new home of the United States Grand Prix. We’d like to point out that we used the most rigorous scientific methodology when scoring various possible venues, taking into account all the significant factors that might influence the success of the race. Are there bars? Is there food? Can I go dancing? Will I be savaged by a wild animal? As a result, New York overwhelmingly wins as the choice of venue. We dare anyone to suggest otherwise!
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On Sunday, we should be packing up and heading south to 

Indianapolis. But we’re not, which is a crying shame. We love 

the United States GP and we reckon there are plenty of circuits 

that could host it. We took a road trip to track down the best…
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If you like the sound of funky décor and staff, 
’80s and ’90s classics, chairs shaped like open 
hands and drink menus on old vinyl records, 
you’ll love this small but cosy venue, where 
there’s a pitstop terrace built especially for the 
grand prix. You’ll even get in for free when you 
show your copy of your Red Bull F1 guide.

Full of brilliant bars and 
restaurants, Montreal is 
a party lover’s paradise 

24hr

Cultural, creative and always up for a party, Montreal is 
one of the most fun venues on the F1 calendar. From busy 
bars to the scenic waterfront, here’s your definitive guide 

on how to keep yourself entertained this weekend.

Located in the old Berri movie theatre, this 
new nightclub just opened in March – and, with 
a huge sound system and a large sunken dance 
floor surrounded by custom-made VIP booths, 
it has quickly become the hottest spot in town. 
The Laberge Group, which also runs Dagobert 
nightclub in Quebec City, spent over a year 
getting ready for the launch, and it shows in the 
cutting-edge décor. Open Fridays and Saturdays.

In the heart of downtown Montreal, this cool 
club hosts a mixture of professionals, celebrities 
and students, all grooving to music ranging from 
retro and top 40 to electro. DJ King Richard 
plays house and R&B on Fridays, and it’s open 
from 10pm-3am. Best of all, if you show a copy 
of your Red Bull F1 guide, you can get in for free.

Hard to find but easy to love, this Italian restaurant 
has plenty of personality. And the food isn’t the 
only thing worth going for – there’s also the Wall 
of Fame, featuring 300 dinner plates colourfully 
decorated by celebrities, from luminaries such as 
George Clooney and Jim Carrey to budding F1 
artists including Rubens Barrichello and Felipe 
Massa. It’s popular, so book in advance.



Kieran Byrne
Marissa Pace

David Granger

Verena Preslacher

WHO’S WHO?
Fascinating facts about some paddock regulars.
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MOMENTS IN TIME
Canada 1979 is a generation ago, but can you 
generate some answers to our questions?
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