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Post WWII international law and politics has promised a more just and free world. Liberal values of 

equality, human rights and freedom have shaped international relations, infusing also the ‘ethical turn’ of 

international law with the human rights revolution and the formalization of jus cogens peremptory norms. 

Regional orders like the EU have grown both in terms of centralized competences and in the possibility of 

allowing higher circulation of goods and people. The international political system as a whole has seen one 

of its greatest times of rights consolidation and economic fluxes which have certainly favored wide cultural 

contaminations. 

Yet, more recent developments of international politics show some of the drawbacks of such epochal shift, 

raising demands of democratic governance, individual interests representation etc. Lack of political 

participation at the transnational level, the North-South and the East-West divides, migratory flows 

altogether signal a disconnection and a persistent friction between economic, legal and political sectors. 

What takes the appearance of a wide share of goods and benefits brought about by globalization turns into 

unequal forms of redistributory patterns, unmasking the reality of power-control and dominance of single 

actors, either in the form of a super-state or a multinational corporation.  

Hegemonic entities seems therefore to have taken advantage of those spaces of economic and legal 

freedom that progressive liberalism has opened up and used them to the advantage of limited 

beneficiaries, exploiting the opportunities created therewith.  

The workshop  wants to investigate the contemporary significance of hegemony in the international realm. 

More specifically its aim is to assess whether and to what extent neo-Gramscian, neo-hegemonic or, 

alternatively, post-hegemonic forms of power help understanding law and politics in regional and global 

contexts.  



Since hegemony requires support and complicity also by subordinated groups, how does this concept differ 

from the notion of imperialism and that of unilateralism? What forms of ideological solidarities as well as 

material and military alliances are necessary for hegemonic effectiveness? 

Furthermore, are there hegemonic phases that have accompanied the so-called “human rights revolution” 

since the aftermath of WWII? In what ways, eventually, it is possible to trace a counter-history to the 

mantra of a global constitutional progression and peace?  

Papers in philosophy, law or politics addressing any of the issues above or suggesting relevant insights into 

the topic. In order to allow time for adequate presentation and discussion only a limited number of people 

will be selected (approx.10). 

 

 

Abstract Submission 

Abstracts between 700-1000 or more should be submitted by 31 March 2018 to 

Claudio.Corradetti@uniroma2.it 


