T WILL LEAVE IT
| T You T0 TAKE /
! THE CHANGE OF \

CLOTHES TO THE |
| MAsTER.

FIRST TO THE SCHOOL,

THEN TO ONDINE THEATRE
/' COMPANY, AND FINALLY TO
| MASTER'S FILM STUDIO,
15 THAT RIGHT?

IT'S BEEN A
LONG TIME
SINCE I
VISITED DAD
FILMING AT

Yes, there, | naturally learned o act...
It was very fun at the studio...

Watching all the
actors’ different
expressions...

< WHEN I WAS

LITTLE, NANNY

WOULD OFTEN
TAKE ME




| never thought - X
1 would become
anactress..

72 Pad invited me to

appear in two of his|
films, but that

was just for fun.

|

I COULDN'T
EVEN GO
ON THE
GRADUATION
TRIP...

TEACHERS
LOUNGE

8:30 AM.

GRADES ARE

OUTSTANDING.
\ S O
WERE You \ 5 ) = 16T, 2ND AND
BORN WITH A £ 3RD YEAR,
GOOD HEAD... EVEN FOR THE YOU WERE
/ LAST END OF  ALWAYS AT

TERM TEST, YOU THE TOP OF
GOT NUMBER ONE THE CLASS.
IN THE SCHOOL.




YOU SEEM TO OH, NOTHING, I JusTt
THINK YOU ARE
g ey DIFFERENT FROM

HUH, YOU WANTED
TO GO ON THE
<] GRADUATION TRIP?

T vomeworx,  AS S00N AS
117 sensel oNLY\,
PRAISES |

HERS. SENSEI WILL

| CALL ON HER.

| ARE ALWAYS
PICKED FOR |

' A spesial) :

\-

type of{:\
girl... Q::‘ \

Then that

ppened at the
school sports day,
during the baton
relay race.
> My team had been
/ overtaken by all the
other teams.




N

R\ \:“—"//’I must not lose!

<
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happens | will still
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Nomatter what

keep running! \\ .
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They never said
anything again. \

| That's right... That was o
I the first time | was i <

recognised for my J\( —
i own efforts!- i “__\

k,"



;s ! M“ecmwm:;! s . / ,«’( hé world of meritocracyy,
= A 3 ,-if ! feels good! My true merit § )
. R
, “ Whether it's \\!\i has eeu acknowledged

£ studying or
'f; acting!

Japanese dance, ballef, ;;
piano and calligraphy! ™.

Just like
\ * when | ran
7 ‘- the baton
" ,,] Y relay, I'll put
—y fnto it
: ‘& all mq’

And ke this,
everyone will
see the frue

he only thing
that’s been

It doesn’t matter
anymore what
Pad and Mow's

names are!

IF T WANT TO ACT |
IN DRAMA, THEN T |
NEED TO TRAIN T W

™|
/ "} HER GRADES |
| ARE ToP OF )

/

f
r Igg%gi [ THE CLASS!
ATAPIANO

IN THAT CASE,
| wouLp you Like
DRAMA TO JON A

\@ '_ CLASS? THEATRE
S\ COMPANY'S
A L DRAMA CLASS,
&, @ AYUMIZ

l"

LEADING ROLE
IN THE LATEST
BALLET

SPECIALISES ,/
565 W oramane \= 7L

D

&Y
Rl
".

' RIGHT?
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THE THEATRE
COMPANY 1S
CALLED ONDINE;
THEIR DRAMA
CLASS IS FIRST
RATE.

AYUMI-SAN IS
HERE!

i
E o

| IT'S AYUMI-SAN!  ~f).

( I STLL WANT |
QM \ ToacTwm
; ONESAMA...
Y ‘ .
>z P
) BE / i i/
— d = yz
1 ony Joneo \f f N/ 17
) s Teatre /] | (i
| company ; W
[ Because
\  IDOLsSE
\ AYUMI-SAN... Y,
by & YOU MUST COME
7 BACK TO VISIT
( . US WHENEVER
\ ok )\ | vou nave Tme!
i % ;
19 Z A/

(!

/' ANYMORE, |
HoW sD! |

M [ ..we
/ \ WON'T BE
\ ) TOGETHER

HEY, YOU LOT!
BACK TO THE
DRAMA STUDIO
NOW!

AYUMI-SAN
IS HERE ON
BUSINESS!




| vou must nave

3 \ MANY MEMORIES
PLACE.

THE FIRST RECITAL...
THAT WAS NOT LONG
AFTER I JOINED THE

AH, AYUMI-KLUN,

YES, IT'S BEEN

ALMOST TEN
YEARS.

-

TIME HAS
PASSED BY SO
FAST, WHEN
YOUR FATHER
FIRST BROUGHT
YOU HERE...

——

/” ‘\ 4
WHEN THE CAST WAS

ANNOLINCED, THERE WAS
MUCH PROTEST FROM

EVERYONE SAID IT j g

WAS BECAUSE OF
MY PARENTS.

S~

THEY SAID
IT WAS
FAVOURI-

TISM FROM
= SENSEL

THEY SAID THAT EVEN
GETTING A PART IN THE
RECITAL AFTER ONLY
BEING IN THE COMPANY
FOR HALF A YEAR WAS
SPECIAL TREATMENT,
LET ALONE PLAYING
THE LEAD.




EXCEPT FOR DURING

)\ EVERYONE IGNORED
ME AND DID NOT

So from then on, |
resolved to do my
very best and show

2N

...CAN MAGICA-
LLY TURN INTO
A STRONG AND
HEALTHY GIRL.

THE RED MANTLE

FRAGILE EMMA...

THE WALK, SPEECH
AND INTONATION ALL
NEEDS TO BE
DIFFERENT,
AYUMI-KUN.




| couldn’t myself |

nothing else

Only like this
can | do it well.

matiers.. s

o)
' L - '

RECITAL,

Red
Mantle




Yes! My {,s

W/// §Q /4 ¥




‘ \\\ ”'1’1?\ AMAZING! IT'S

/' CHILDREN'S CLASS
5 : RECITAL HAS
¢ - EVER BEEN THIS
SUCCESSFUL!

x

PIRECTOR
ONODERA,
THIS CHILD IS

One day | might
even surpass
Mowm!

'/ THE FIRST TIME THE

Just like the
time at the
relay race!

I've done it; the play was
a great success!

ACTING REALLY IS
MYSTERIOUS, WHEN
YOU READ TRAGIC
DIALOGLIE, YOU REALLY
=\ DO BECOME UPSET.

AND WHEN YOU ACT
IN AN AMUSING
SCENE, IT CAN

BECOME VERY FUN, o7
IT REALLY IS

[ AYUMIK

YOU LIKE
ACTING,
UMI-!

UN.




HAS TSUKIKAGE-
SENSE! STILL NOT

PLAYIN
THIS ROLE IS
EQUIVALENT TO
’ BEING THE
[ NUMBER ONE
ACTRESS IN
JAPAN.

The Crimson
Goddess...

ARE A HIGHLY
CELEBRATED
STAR

AN

EXTREMEL'
DIFFICULT ROLE.

AND IT IS THE MOST
WONDERFUL PLAY

IT IS CALLED
THE ACTING
WORLD'S
FANTASY
MASTERPIECE,

THAT MOM'S

SENSEl, THE STAR
ACTRESS CHIGUSA

TSUKIKAGE, EVER

THE LEAD ROLE
OF THE PLUM
" TREE SPIRIT 15

Y

NOT YET, BUT T WILL

DEFINITELY FIND HER AND

GET THE COPYRIGHT TO
"THE CRIMSON

AH..."THE CRIMSON

AT THIS POINT IN TIME, GODDESS"...FOR SO

I DON'T WANT THE MANY YEARS NOW I
PERFORMANCE RIGHTS HAVE WANTED TO
TO FALL INTO SOMEONE PLAY THAT ROLE.
ELSE'S HANDS AND
HAVE TO LET SOME

OTHER ACTRESS HAVE

WOLLD THEN |
HAVE BEEN




R thatwasthe :
< case, then no-one
could say it had
anything to do with
_— Pad and Mowm’s —
: influence!

p—
e

If | could play the
Crimson Goddess!

—_—
—_—

S

Y

\ " g

q —=  the shadow

—=

= of Pad and
Mom’s
Z

.-%

If 1 could play é

that role...

1 would be able
== fo escape from

%///////ﬂ [

| will become the star
actress who will play
the role of the
Crimson Goddess!

" 1 must work hard
; o become an

actress!

11:00 A.M.
R g iin Ny =
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-99\___ : -
PN — = .” =
- . T 2
\( T \ ()/ NOT LIKE 2
N\ 7 \ W THAT! T'VE b WHERE IS
\ > ( ‘u 5 ‘\\‘, ¢ TIMES AND ==/ KAWA?
S n You STILL
E-\’ e ‘ / ’ DON'T GET T/
" | )
=t A s ‘\,\ N
16 THIS HOW YOU'RE N2 £ l
ACTING IT? HOW ~ \__ P / i
? COME YOU DON'T  (~ : { N
LNDERSTAND EVEN - {3
Z Aaummesr  ( N ,sJougo
b L, 5 |

j’—\/y\"\\




° LIGHTS! ON THE
3 p ‘ i RIGHT! T'VE

b

HURRY UP AND gAT, LET'S TAKE A
) THEN WE'LL BEGIN 15 MINUTE
AGAN FROM THE ~ BREAK!

HAVE YOu haD  RERLY? TOUVE
LUNCH yeT? 2RO
A CHANGE OF

LET'S EAT
TOGETHER! CLOTHES...




YOUR FACE
IS A LITTLE

T HAVEN'T BATHED BIT DIRTY.

HERE IN A LONG TIME,
PROBABLY FOR
A WEEK!

THOUGH T | =i ;
,  WASHED MY A R
FACE 3 DAYS

H“r{“ | [}

THE Q GALLERY
IN GINZA.

HE INVITED ME
T UNDERSTAND,
 TWILLGOON ) BUTLCANT
( YOUR BEHALF.

L .

’ REALLY, DAD, LIS
\ y [ ] 1 once you cer '/,
,(,'/ #BsoRgED N0 | /) -
T4 ( +  YOUR WORK
[ TkNOW, TkNoW, | g P! youvont |7 i
YOU REALLY ARE | s LOOK AFTER -
LIKE YOUR MOTHER. | $ comigs.  YOURSELF AT -
!
) 5 ea 12:30 P.M. .
\ | A :
7 —
'/ y -
YES, I STILL — You sTILL
50, WHAT ARE ABLE TO GO NEED TO FILM WANTTO
YOU DOING HOME JusT THESE NEXT STay
AFTER THIS? FEW DAYS. ool
STUDIO?




THANKS, You
AS WELL.

NOW, DAD,
LOOK AFTER

/ WELL, I'M GOING \

S

AH! IT IS \

AYUMI-SAN,

WELCOME!
\‘(,

B,

=
AR

\_\.\\'

-5 9 It

| [a

12:30 P.M.




OH, SO DIRECTOR
HIMEKAWA 1S
BUSY WITH HIS
NEW MOVIE.

HE WON'T BE ABLE
TO VIEW THESE
WONDERFUL
PHOTOGRAPHS
YOU'VE TAKEN.

™

111%
OH, HAVING SLICH A m NOT AT ALL,
ISN'T THAT || BEAUTIFUL GIRL PLEASE TAKE
AS YOU COME IN A MOMENT  YOUR TIME TO

AYUMI-SAN?

HERE, AYUMI-SAN, LOOK AROUIND.
] nas GiveN THE ;‘;Tf,,{gt;
-] GALLERY A TOUCH COLLECTION

PRESENTA-

THIS EXHIBITION HAS
GATHERED TOGETHER

YOU LOOK |
VERY WELL; MANY FRIENDS FROM
YOU ARE THE ENTERTAINMENT
ATTENDING WORLD; IT'S LIKE GOING
BACK TO THE GOOD

OLD TIMES.

=

TIME REALLY DOES FLY
BY, T REMEMBER WHEN
I FIRST ACTED WITH
YOU, AND YOU WERE

ONLY 11 YEARS OLD.



SHE WAS THE
RICH LITTLE GIRL KIPNAPPER.

Ha, you often get kids of
famous people appearing
in TV or film to promote

v g It is only because of her
]‘LI: ::,: i:;en:& parents’ fame that she's
become a talking point!

\

| WHEN FILMING
| BEGINS T WON'T
GO EASY ON YOU.

N NN
NS

A=

When we were first
infroduced, what | saw
was a radiant, beautiful and
extremely well-mannered girl, *

[ BUT STILL T WASN'T

\  HAPPY TOHAVETO

| ACT WITH SOMEONE
WITH ABSOLUTELY NO
ACTING EXPERIENCE.




B wEryy,
\ \\ "‘\I\ A \\\\, ‘ "?\"\'K"\'" v ,// / ,"/
W WOV L (

)
O You FooL! After she said that,
N YOU THINK [ 1 still did not quite
\\ ) YOU CAN understand her
x . ) TLLTE ESCAPE? (I happened meaning.
SN You up! ( not long
S D) AT afterwe

y=7_"_ Hwasascenewhere___
- — a siruggle arose from

=)= the girl hostage

7= irying fo escape.

" At that time, she
actually fiercely
bit wy leg.




This girl is an /
amazing actress! 77,

7
7

' ‘\ITW\/\”/VV .
W 41/4%-

Like the eyes =
ofalittfe =

}' Al the feelings of

The eyes that

a girl taken hated me, the

hostage were expression of
expressed fear, the
completely. anxious

aftitude...

ﬁlming 1 was completely
and utterly overwhelmed
by her.

7
[ YES! SINCE
’*4 v case, ps | [ [ YESTANE N | o i one ais
:/ "",Au“ GHTER OF FLOOD OF LEAP AYUMI-KUN IT WAS FOR
UTAKO-SAN PERFORMANCE BECAME A CHILD THAT FILM
L AND DIRECTOR REQUESTS STAR! YOUR THAT You
/ PUBLICITY IS HIMEKAWA, HAS BEEN REPUTATION BEGAN / WERE AWARDED
;H:gm: ENDLESS. FROM THEN. BEST ACTOR.
A
\ P
e | B = I

— -~

7 T SHOULD THINK THAT
THERE ARE MANY
{ PEOPLE WHO ASK YOU
TO APPEAR IN THEIR

PRODUCTIONS
REGARDLESS OF HOW
WELL YOU ACT?




...nw was Y
EN YOU REFLISED

e/ TO APPEAR IN
/ KAGETSU THEATRE'S

, AT THAT TIME, THAT
VA FAMOUS SPEECH
OF AYUMI-KUN'S

/ WH g

PRODUCTION.

S \"\\ \ That was a pointiess role.
‘ . All it required was for me to
/ was only for dress up in beautiful

clothes and swile.

| heard that they even —

changed the seript f
to increase my

‘ appearances onstage. - e

Whether | appear or

not, it wouldn't make

wuch of a difference
1o the play.




I NEED TO PERFORM
IN MY UPCOMING
SCHOOL ARTS

FESTIVAL...

SHE'S VERY
AMUSING,
THIS KID! y
LET'S MaKe | | IS WHY? WHAT IT IS |
A NOTE IT THAT DOESN'T l
CHILD STAR AYUMI f
— HIMEKAWA ReFuses o OF M SATISFY YOu? @
PERFORM FOR THE
KAGETSU THEATRE.
= L
A — /

PO YOU ACTUALLY THINK
A SCHOOL ARTS FESTIVAL
16 BETTER THAN THE
KAGETSU THEATRE?

o/

N

WILL CHOOSE A
ROLE WORTH
PERFORMING.

MANAGER! YOU WERE
THE ONE WHO SAID IT
WOULD CREATE
PUBLICITY IF WE WERE
TO INVITE HER TO

{ mis A scHooL THAT'S BECAUSE THE
(‘ REQURES o ) FESTNVAL A { To Take parr | ANPIPLAY i\ schooL LAY IS
. serious | PAYISAPLAY. | wapay | THELBAD ) T MORE INTERESTING.
ORMANCE. \ PURELY FOR |

s BN THE PUBLICITY. /




SHE HAS THE |

/
) 7

NAN THE PRESS SAD |
N, THS OF HER N )
) ) RESPECTFUL

AFTER? | APTER THAT?

S
N &// ““\‘

TONES.
! \v
\1

-\ HIMEKAWA-SAN, MAY
2) I PLEASE MAVE

\ EXCUSE ME, g
*|  YOUR AUTOGRAPH? |




IN MAGAZINES AND
ON THE DAY OF THE
SCHOOL FESTIVAL
THERE WAS CHAOS

THE HIGHEST (7

i I
]

OF COURSE, THIS

INCIDENT WAS REPORTED
ENDLESSLY AND AYUMI
HIMEKAWA'S REPUTATION

ni AT TR

i r""}ll"“’¢"“"’/'

Hrv nmll
[ 1 |

FREARALH T

BUT, SHE WOULD
NOT CHOOSE JusT

HOWEVER,
WHICHEVER ROLE
SHE DID PLAY,
SHE ACTED TO
PERFECTION.

I.tl D
J,’.. Ly
'rl’p"’l"ll"l“ 1 n'Y",, g
W et e "‘;.' I
)ik 1\ .;'llull.“l '.‘ '
ol Mgl e e
W e \
\\ \ \

e e
\\".\".\ A

GREW EVEN GREATER

5 [

"l Requests To
Ve appear IN FiLm,

TV AND PLAYS
INCREASED.




OH!
AYUMI

\ HIMEKAWA! [

/

YOU FOR

SOMEONE

MISTOOK

SORRY, 1

\ tell all my friends |

after this!

i T,

! Wow I'll be able to |

\

{



-l

You are my S f}
N
RS

S

I WILL DINE
AT HOME IF
YOU COULD
PREPARE IT

I'VE JusT
ARRIVED
AT NITTEI

THEATRE'S

BASEMENT

REHEARSAL
STUDIO.

YES, MOM

{ as een

REWEARSING
ALL THIS

ST

AND DAD MIGHT |,
STAY AT THE
SHIBLYA
APARTMENT.




It is because they
trust one another
that they can both
work peacefully
without worrying
about each other.

I NEED TO
GO BUY

Even
though often |,
separated.. |

.the feelings Pad

and Mow hold for : X‘{“\ﬁﬁ, !

each other are
very strong.

How many
days like these
have | passed?

LR D

ki is wmore likely that
| see Pad and Mowm
at a studio than




|H l'
(i

It is | now who
|~ succeeds her -
L wish..

If she wins an award in these two
years, then she will compete with
me again for the
“Crimson Goddess”...

/= Academic Arts Award or
?\ the Best Actor Award
within two years...

..The lead role of the acting
world’s fantasy masterpiece,
"The Crimson Goddess”, and

its performance rights...




' "’”H’W I'HH N

m

/' YOU'RE mam, /
| SHE'S EVEN MORE [}/
| BEAUTIFUL THAN [

HER MOTHER!

SHE REALLY ] -
15 THE !

SucHA | mromea. | WD/ sHe's 6ooo ATIT supanese oo
FORTUNATE » /AL, YOU CAN SAY pm

s GIRL SMILED WORK 15

GIRL! { | uPON BY THE 7 EVEN TO A BALLET,  GoOD.
HEAVENS... / PROFESSIONAL PIANO,
\,. \ - \ LEVEL. CALLI-
e \,

G REALLY, WOW CAN | \
TN SUCH A PERSON |

EXIST. }
o 3 S BE SAID TO
> /A s
R
Maya! I'm waiting for you!
 Your situation and your Watting for the day when | will
= circumstances are completely compete with you for “The Crimson
different from mine, but I believe Goddess™! My rivalt
that our spirits are wore like edch

other’s than anyone else’s!

; \\ | started working
Be it studyingor hard from a long
other arts! time ago!
""\‘ | / =




The acting
prodigy
Ayumi

Himekawa...

\

And afthough they are
full of praise for my ~-
achievements, not
one person knows of
the blood, sweat and
tears | have endured!

E All my hard work
% and yef people think
| am a prodigy!

¢

The real
prodigy is...

|
1 ‘ As long as | work hard,
no wmatter when or
where, | can still, just like
that time at the relay
= race, hold tight to the
. flag of victory!

This is what |
have always

People see my results,
hear and watch my
wmusical and dance
recitals, see my
artwork in exhibitions,

still happy that |
have been able
1o exercise my 2
full potentiall ,::’:{5:




\\W

If midway through you - \ -

shovld drop out of the \“ e 1 compete with her for the
battie for the “Crimson ~\ \ y;'r"s. role of the “Crimson
Goddess”... ) \‘ = \\\ Goddess™!
No matter what,

| want to win
against her!

| will wait for
you for two
years, Mayal

\\\\\mm////////

_///////////mﬂ%«
\

Iwill look down|| ¢
s | (R If it tsn't like this, then there is
never forgive 1o point 01:1 ;he :lCrimson
ess :

Pon’t forget that I
am waiting for you,
Mayal!

THERE'S A DISCOUNT
ON TODAY AT THE
RAMEN BAR IN FRONT

OF THE TRAIN STATION.

A DISCOUNT OF S0 YEN
OFF THE RAMEN.
v ’

A




—

A

B /7/ 5 WHAT IS IT,
g # T'M SURE SHE MUST MAYA?
1 HAVE PREPARED
DINNER AND THE
QUEEN MARY TEA.
OH, IT'S
I THINK T SAW NOTHING.

AYUMI-SAN.

NANNY MUST
BE WAITING
IMPATIENTLY
FOR YOU TO

GLASS MASK <END OF VOLUME 20>



