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ARMED CH-47

Several CH-47 helicopters have beenmodified
to provide fire support capability., The mission
role of the '""Armed Chinook!'' is to neutralize
enemy ground fire in a landing assault area
prior to the arrival of transport troop carriers,
The armed versions of the CH-47 consist of a
standard aircraft with vital system dualization,
over a ton of installed armor and extensive
array of weapons systems,

Certain items not required for fire support
missions have been removed, including the
auxiliary loading ramps, cargo door, heater,
sound proofing, winch, hook and all but five 1-
man troop seats.

Modifications include the addition of a combat
interphone system, fuel fire suppression pro-
visions, two crossfeed fuel shutoff valves and
ballistic armor plating of the pilot's seat and
vital areas of the flight controls and drive sys-
tems to withstand ,50 caliber ammunition, pro-

viding a high degree of survivability for theair-
craft,

Selection of weapons systems is based on
range, fragmentation and rate-of-fire, Several
cockpit operated weapons whichmay be installed
include an M-5 40mm Grenade Launcher lo-
cated in a rotating nose pod, XM-18 7.62mm
Machine Gun Pods, XM-159 2.75-inch Rocket
Launcher Pods or M=-24 Al 20mm Automatic
Guns, any of which are located on weapons
pylons on either side of the aircraft.

~The flanks of the aircraft are protected by
four gunners stationed in two windows on each
side of the cabin area. Each gunner is equipped
with either an AM-M2 .50 caliber or KM-60D
7.62mm Machine Gun on a flexible mount,
Another gunner with a similar weapon is sta-
tioned aft on the rear loading ramp to protect
the aircraft during departure from the assault
area, The '"Armed Chinook'' carries more
than a ton of expendable munitions.
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