


Felipe Massa confirmed he’s got Sepang sorted out as he claimed a second consecutive Malaysia 
pole. But while the Brazilian was celebrating Ferrari’s revival, there was confusion behind as 
Nick Heidfeld seemed to be impeded and the grid order looked in doubt. Never a dull moment... 
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Toyota Motorsport 
President John Howett – 
the man who’s been with 

the company since the ’70s. Honda’s chief mechanic is saying goodbye 
to Formula One today, to embark on a 
career as a full-time artist. Many will be 
familiar with Alastair Gibson’s stunning 
carbon-fibre sculptures – fish constructed 
from parts of F1 cars. Big Al has finally 
bitten the bullet and is going off to do what 
everyone’s been telling him he should do 
for ages. But don’t worry, you’ll still find 
him scouring the bins of Brackley. 

“I left South Africa 22 years ago with a 
backpack and a dream of getting to 
Formula One,” recalls Alastair as he eyes 
up a new challenge. “Of course, art has its 
own scene just like F1 has, but I fought 
my way into that. If I can put as much 
passion and effort into my artistic career 
as I have into being a mechanic, then I 
may find myself in the right place at the 
right time once again. When I next travel 
by plane, filling in the occupation box on 
the immigration form with ‘artist’ rather 
than ‘mechanic’ will be a real buzz.” 

Hirst, Banksy, Gibson – fame and 
fortune could be just a step away. Al has 
sold his Cadillac Coupe de Ville, cleaned 
out his garage to make a studio and 
currently has 14 commissions on the go, 
which should keep him going for the rest 
of the year. He will be the first sculptor 
to show carbon-fibre pieces at the 
Chelsea Art Fair in April, and galleries 
in New York, Cape Town and Dubai are 
interested in exhibiting his work. 

“Ten years as a chief mechanic is a 
long time. Doing all the races, all the tests, 
and when I’m not there always being at 
the factory… It’s going to be nice to 
work from home and be the master of 
my own destiny.” 

Action man Michael Schumacher refuses 
to hide from danger. This week he got 
on a Ducati superbike and raced at the 
Pannonia-Ring in Hungary, finishing 
third. Although the majority of the 27 
riders who entered the 10-lap race were, 
like Schumi, amateurs, his team-mate 
Martin Bauer was 2007 IDM 
(Internationale Deutsche Motorrad-
meisterschaft) champion. Schumacher 
and Bauer started at the back of the grid 
and fought their way to the front. But the 
300 spectators reportedly made the 
seven-times F1 champion a bit shy, and 
he declined to take his place on the 
podium. You would have thought he’d 
have got over his stage fright by now. 

With most of the paddock staying a long 
way outside KL and not leaving their 
hotels in the evening, F1 has been very 
well behaved this weekend. Even the 
Bridgestone fitters have escaped injury 
and embarrassment, which is unheard of. 
So, it was up to The Red Bulletin’s own 
IT genius, Werner Stadlober, to get up to 
mischief. Now, Werner likes to start his 
mornings with a cigarette – in this 
instance on his hotel balcony and 

completely in the nude. Unfortunately, 
finding he’d locked himself out, Werner 
leaped over to the next-door balcony, 
giving our logistics lady, Justine, a shock 
when she stepped out of the shower to 
find him beating his hands against the 
window in panic. And he didn’t even 
have the decency to cover himself. 

And it’s goodbye and best wishes to 
Alberto Friedrich, global sponsorship 
manager for Shell. Alberto has been 
with F1 for the past four seasons, having 
come from Ducati. At the end of last 
year, he won The Red Bulletin award for 
marketing, and will now be taking on 
the challenge of running Shell’s brand 
communications in German-speaking 
markets. Alberto says he won’t miss the 
noise, just the smell of high-octane fuel 
in the morning.

In the few days between the Australian 
and Malaysian grands prix, Singapore’s 
streets resembled a mini F1 paddock as 
FIA officials, drivers, team personnel and 
the media went to check out the island in 
advance of September’s night race. All 
came away impressed. Not only is the 

With AirAsia adding a Williams plane to 
their fleet, The Red Bulletin looks at other 

celebrities and their aircrafts. 

Singapore Grand Prix intent on 
providing a superb grand prix experience 
– with an emphasis on the total package – 
but the prospect of watching F1 cars 
racing through the streets of one of the 
planet’s most sophisticated cities, in an 
anti-clockwise direction and at night-
time, means 77,000 fans have already 
shelled out up to S$1,400 to be a part of 
grand prix history.

In response to demand, SGP has 
released a further 20,000 tickets on top 
of the original 70,000, reaching 80 per 
cent maximum capacity six months 
before the race in September. The most 
exclusive seats, however, will be up in the 
sky on the newly opened Singapore 
Flyer. Situated on the final corner of 24 – 
including, at an estimated 300 km/h, the 
fastest-ever turn on a street circuit – this 
giant Ferris Wheel houses 28 see-through 
cabins. Each will provide 20 spectators 
with breathtaking views of the race from 
165m up, rotating every 30 minutes.
The 5,067km circuit has two sections: a 
purpose-built 1,300m stretch, plus 3.8km 
that will run along the streets. As part 
of the S$150m project, the entire track 
is surfaced in the same asphalt to ensure 
consistency, while glare-free custom 
lighting will be set up under the trees.

Spooky how much 
Shell’s Francesca 

Secchi looks like Amy 
Winehouse in this pic
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he problem with the tiny but charming 
pavement restaurant that we’ve been 
eating at every night is that the only 

drink it serves is beer. (If you just thought to 
yourself, “What’s wrong with water?” you 
should not be reading this column.) 

Fortunately, some of my gentlemen friends  
in the media had thoughtfully brought some 
Australian duty-free vodka with them and  
we have ended every night since arriving on 
Wednesday turning one of our rooms into a bar 
complete with all fixtures and fittings. Sadly  
I seem to be the permanent fixture drunk, 
because the boys have all had plenty of weak 
beer with dinner leaving me to consume most  
of the real stuff. As Humphrey Bogart once said, 
“The trouble with the rest of the world is that  
it’s three drinks behind.” It has led to complaints 
from neighbouring rooms because, while I like 
to drink vodka and like to sing, most of my 
friends prefer to listen to me drinking vodka. 

They ain’t making racing drivers like  
Jean Alesi, Stefan Johansson and Johnny 
Herbert anymore. These gentlemen, who 
used to set my heart aflutter when I was 
but a slip of a girl, are all here taking part 
in the Speedcar series. At a Speedcar 
press conference a couple of days ago, 
whoever produced the releases  
had evidently decided to up the 
number of local drivers taking 
part. At least I assume that’s 
why German touring car 
specialist Uwe Alzen was 
entered as “Uwe Al Zen.” 
However, they hadn’t spotted 
that other chap, Jean Al Esi.

Also on the grid to drive these 
spectacular beasts with their  
sexy V8 wail is F1 racer-turned-

commentator, Christian “never let a promotional 
formula race go by” Danner and JJ Lehto, who  
is making a last-minute appearance after being 
persuaded to join in by Stefan Johansson when 
spotted commentating for Finnish TV. 

Johansson, who turned 50 recently, is the 
author of one my all-time fave F1 tales. 
Attending a Ferrari sponsor event years ago,  
he was accosted by a rich playboy who had  
just bought an F1 car. “Mr. Stefan, can you give 
me some advice, I’m having trouble starting  
the car. How do you do it?” With a deadpan 
delivery, Steve Johnson, as we used to call him, 
replied: “I simply put one finger in the air and 
make a circle with it!” 

However, maybe because they wanted to 
remind these anciens pilotes of just how 
dangerous their F1 cars used to be, it would seem 
that these V8 machines are not exactly at the 
cutting edge of technology. JJ finally agreed to 
drive in the series while standing in the Sepang 
paddock. But just a minute later, when he got to 
see “his” car, even by Scandinavian standards 

his face went a whiter shade of pale. But 
once a racer, always a racer, and he did 
eventually give it a go.

Finally – and now that I’ve checked 
out of my hotel, I can actually admit to it 
– I have committed the cardinal sin of 

sucking on a durian in my room. Stop 
laughing at the back of the class, 

while I explain that a durian is  
a favourite fruit here. However, 

due to its stench – often described 
as stale vomit mixed with rotting 
garbage or smelly socks – one is 
banned from eating them in hotel 
rooms. But I didn’t care; if eating 
forbidden fruit was good enough for 
Eve, it’s good enough for me.

Old F1 drivers are more to my taste.
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Only the second weekend in and 
things are already getting tricky.
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As the session began, most faces were 
turned skywards, though not necessarily all 
in the same direction as exactly where the 
rain comes in from at Sepang is a matter of 
some conjecture. The official word was no 
rain for the first 20 minutes of qualifying, 
though another report said Renault were 
expecting rain at 14:07. Not taking any 
chances, the bulk of the field sprinted out  
of the garages the moment the pitlane 
opened. As in Melbourne, first with a time 
was Sébastien Bourdais, though his 1:38.410 
was swiftly eclipsed . 

The only cars electing to leave it late 
were Kovalainen and the BMWs, who 
didn’t emerge for seven minutes, but then 
all set comfortable times. With six minutes 
remaining, the drivers in the elimination 
zone were Alonso, Vettel, Coulthard, 
Davidson, Sutil and Sato. Vettel pulled 
himself narrowly clear while Alonso and 
DC leapt the hurdle with plenty to spare, 
dropping Fisichella, Bourdais and 
Nakajima into the drop zone – the latter to 
start last thanks to his Albert Park penalty.

As with session one, the threat of rain 
hung heavily over the garages, but once 
more it stubbornly refused to fall. This 
didn’t stop everyone quitting the garages 
at the first possible opportunity though, 
except – again – BMW, who either have 
better information and thus bask in 
meteorological superiority, or have some 
sort of a minor problem.

Most of the runners opted for the softer 
compound Bridgestone, though few were 
improving on their S1 times. With just  
five minutes of the session remaining, 
Coulthard was eleventh, followed by 
Glock, Rosberg, Piquet, Barrichello and 
Vettel. The track cleared as teams 
prepared for a final charge, leaving 
Rosberg temporarily the lone runner on 
the circuit. Enjoying the space, he set his 
fast times in the first two sectors, but 
somehow managed, without any obvious 
mistakes, to lose it in the final third – the 
Williams just isn’t the same car in Kuala 
Lumpur that it was in Melbourne. That 
wasn’t the case for engine supplier Toyota, 
however, with the works team looking, if 
anything, better than their showing a week 
earlier. With Trulli comfortably inside  
the top 10, Glock added a very committed 
lap to take seventh, relegating Button. 

As was the case last year, session three 
began with McLarens and Ferraris 
queuing at the end of the pitlane. 
Everyone began setting times as soon as 
possible, as storm clouds gathered above 
Sepang, and, early on, it became clear 
that in this session, Ferrari had the 
beating of McLaren. Kimi held top spot 
first, but was soon eclipsed by Felipe.  
An atypical sequence meant most of the 
cars finished their final flyer with the 
session still live, though conserving fuel 
by slowing right down. What followed 
was the bizarre situation of Heidfeld and 
Alonso – starting flyers just before the 
flag – having to slalom on their hot laps, 
around drivers who really should know 
better. As the session finished, storm 
clouds of a different kind were gathering 
in the stewards’ office.

Ferrari lock out the front row 
in a nervous qualifying session
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In a shock decision, Niki Lauda has opted to not 
continue with Bernie Ecclestone’s Brabham 
Formula One team. With two races left and only 
four championship points, this year has been 
hugely disappointing for the Austrian. His win 
last week in the non-championship Dino Ferrari 
Grand Prix at Imola is his final act in F1.

Niki Lauda has sensationally rejoined Brabham, 
six months after leaving the Chessington-based 
team. Ever pragmatic, Lauda’s F1 paycheque 
will ease the financial situation at his fledging 
airline project – though the team’s resurgence 
with Cosworth power will also have been 
attractive. Pay-driver Ricardo Zunino is 
dropped, having failed to keep pace with the 
flying Nelson Piquet, yesterday’s winner at  
the US Grand Prix West. 

After a string of good results last season,  
Niki Lauda has agreed to partner Piquet again – 
though only on a limited basis. Lauda, who 
openly admits F1 is good for the profile – and 
bank balance – of his fledgling aviation business, 
will participate in European grands prix, leaving 
him free to pursue his outside interests for  
the rest of the year.

The aviation venture established by Niki Lauda 
is facing an uncertain future. The former team-
mate of World Champion Nelson Piquet has 
ploughed his personal fortune into the airline, 
but it is thought that other investors are less 
willing to come forward without the massive 
promotional boost of Lauda’s on-track activities.

Niki Lauda has returned to Brabham for a third 
time. The team undoubtedly suffered without 
Lauda’s input last year, while Lauda’s airline 
business is foundering – meaning a new deal was 
in the interests of both parties. It is understood 
that Lauda’s earnings will be on a pay-per-point 
basis, with the added incentive of sponsorship on 
the Brabham F1 car. Lauda Air has also struck  
a deal to handle Brabham air freight.

Niki Lauda’s airline is going from strength to 
strength thanks to an exclusive deal to handle  
all air freight for the F1 championship. Lauda is 
expanding his fleet to cope with demand, thanks 
to an investment from his racing team manager 
Bernie Ecclestone, who is also believed to have 
brokered the freight deal.

Niki Lauda has signed off his F1 career in  
great style with victory in his final race. Lauda 
claimed his growing airline empire needs  
careful management, and he just doesn’t have 
time to devote to racing any more. His name 
won’t disappear from the F1 circus, however. 
Lauda Air has just signed a new long-term 
sponsorship deal with the Brabham team.

In a surprising move, Brabham boss Bernie 
Ecclestone has sold a majority share in the team 
to his former driver and long-time business 
partner Niki Lauda, who will replace him as 
team principal. Ecclestone will stay in F1, 
looking after the commercial rights of the  
series, described as a “minor role”. A
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Lutfiah Abdul Jabbar is the lucky 
lady who’ll be going to the final 

grand prix this year in São Paulo .

Denyse Leong

Wen-Chih Yu

Vanessa Lim

Jamie-Lee Frankland

Tania Boh

Nora Salim

Lutfiah Abdul Jabbar

Sheralynn Shen Jega

Madeleine Wan Wenjing

Danielle Lugue Menon



a reasonable start, but midway through the race 
it started to rain. Somehow I made it up to sixth 
position, although I didn’t realise it at the time. 

“We used goggles then. The elastic strap on 
mine stretched in the rain and I thought, ‘Oh, no.’ 
I had another pair of goggles in my helmet bag in 
the pits, but I could not speak any Italian. What 
could I do? I decided to keep going, holding the 
goggles up with my forefinger. When I came to  
a corner I would stick my knee against the wheel, 
hold my goggles on with my left hand and 
change gear with my right. I ended up ninth.

“Ferrari then had to decide whether he 
wanted an Italian for the next race (Mexico)  
and he went for Ludovico Scarfiotti, so I drove  
a privately owned Lotus-BRM.” 

During his second, and last, season in F1 in 
1966, Bob also acted as a technical consultant  
for the film Grand Prix. That year, he mainly 
drove a BRM for Team Chamaco Collect, 
finishing fourth at Monaco. Following the Italian 

 
ld man Ferrari himself telephoned me,” 
recalls Bob, founder of the Bob Bondurant 
School of High Performance Driving in 
Phoenix, Arizona. “I went to see him, and 

John Surtees translated for me. I asked if I would 
drive ‘Formula Uno’ and he said ‘possible’ but he 
said first I had to drive prototypes. 

“I didn’t hear from him for a few weeks and 
wondered if I had pushed a little too hard to 
drive in F1. Then I got a call summoning me to 
Maranello to get fitted for my car for the US 
Grand Prix at Watkins Glen. I ended up with  
the Dino V8 instead of a flat-12, but I felt very 
good about driving a Ferrari.”

Surtees had been injured racing in the  
Can-Am series, so Lorenzo Bandini took over  
as team leader, with Pedro Rodriguez and Bob 
officially entered by the North American Racing 
Team in a second flat-12 and the V8 respectively. 

“I went out in practice and qualified in 14th 
place. ‘That’s pretty good,’ I thought. I made  

Grand Prix – at which Bob had to also act as 
mechanic – he lost confidence in the team and 
walked out. “I never thought I would resign  
from an F1 ride!” he exclaims. 

“I asked Dan Gurney who was driving his 
second car, which led to me driving the two last 
races of the season with Eagle. 

“In Mexico, Dan was having overheating 
trouble with the V12 Weslake-engined car, so  
he asked if we could swap cars so he could race 
the older 2.7-litre Climax car I had used at the 
previous grand prix. I retired the V12, not as  
a result of overheating but because of a failure  
in the fuel system, on lap 18. 

“Dan did ask me if I would drive for him  
the following season, but then Richie Ginther, 
who was a really good car sorter, left Honda  
and he joined Eagle instead. I loved racing in  
F1. You were up against the world’s best. I  
never had a car that was a frontrunner, but  
I still ran pretty good.” A
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he 1982 Formula One season  
was extraordinary by any 
standards. Tragedy and 
controversy combined with new 

regulations to make a championship 
whose destination was uncertain 
throughout. Among the 16 races that 
year was one that had curious origins  
– and would provide the only victory  
for the eventual world champion. 

Motor racing had been banned in 
Switzerland since the 1955 Le Mans 
disaster, but Swiss driver Clay Regazzoni 
had helped promote a non-championship 
Swiss Grand Prix at Dijon-Prenois in 
1975, which he had won. In 1977, an 
extended Dijon 
circuit hosted the 
French GP for the 
first time, then 
alternated each year 
with the Circuit Paul 
Ricard, which took 
the honour in ’82. So 
the Dijon organisers 
got together with the Swiss authorities to 
organise what would be a one-off grand 
prix just outside the ‘host’ country. 

With only three races to go, the absent 

Ferrari turbo driver Didier Pironi still  
led the driver standings, but would never 
race again after his awful accident two 
races previously at Hockenheim. Keke 
Rosberg was second. “The Williams was 
superior at that time,” says Rosberg. “It 
had good balance with fuel and tyres.  
Of course, it was not as powerful as the 
turbos, but fast and reliable.” 

The normally aspirated Williams had 
just delivered the Finn second place in 
Austria two weeks before, his fourth of 
the season. But Pironi, Elio De Angelis, 
Alain Prost, Niki Lauda, John Watson, 
Riccardo Patrese, Nelson Piquet, René 
Arnoux and Patrick Tambay had all  

won races. 
Qualifying at 

Dijon had seen the 
Renault pair of 
Prost and Arnoux 
claim the front row, 
the Renault team 
hoping for a third 
successive win at 

Dijon. Riccardo Patrese (Brabham) and 
Niki Lauda (McLaren) were on row two, 
with Andrea De Cesaris (Alfa Romeo) 
and Piquet (Brabham) on row three, 

ahead of Derek Daly and his Williams team-
mate, Rosberg. For the second time that year, 
there would be no Ferrari on the grid, after lone 
driver Patrick Tambay suffered a trapped nerve 
and went home early. It was the last time a grand 
prix would start without a Ferrari.

Having crashed in practice, Arnoux took  
the spare Renault into the lead off the grid,  
while Rosberg made up two places at the first 
corner to take sixth. Lauda and Patrese were 
similarly dispatched by lap six, so that only Prost, 
Arnoux – now behind his team-mate – and 
Piquet were ahead of the Finn. 

Prost pushed hard early on, setting fastest  
lap on lap two when he overtook Arnoux, but  
he had to conserve his tyres, particularly when 
Roberto Guerrero’s Ensign sprayed the track 
with oil. Meanwhile, Rosberg was doing the 
same, but with a curious mix. “I had three 
different compounds of tyre on the car: soft  
on the right side; hard left-front; and medium 
left-rear,” he remembers. 

When Piquet pitted on lap 40 for fuel and 
tyres, Rosberg moved up to third place, and his 
charge was only halted when he came up on De 
Cesaris for the second time. “Lapping De Cesaris 
in that race was the biggest nightmare of my 
Formula One career,” he says. “I was alongside 
him every lap on the main straight, but Alfa’s ➜ 
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➜ top speed was superior to ours – I mean,  
I was lapping him!”

The Italian eventually cost him more than  
10 seconds, but then Rosberg began to catch 
Arnoux. Fuel injection problems once again 
caused the Frenchman problems, and he pitted. 
Rosberg was soon catching Prost, who was 
suffering from a worn aero skirt. On the 75th lap 
of 80, Rosberg set his fastest lap. By lap 78, the 
lead was down to a few car-lengths.

And then came the bizarre twist in the  
tale. “The organisers tried to stop the race a lap 

early,” says Rosberg. “I mean, you had to see it to 
believe it! Peter Collins, Williams team manager, 
saw it coming, climbed on the podium where  
the guy with the flag was ready to drop it and 
stopped him from doing so.”

In fact, they then did another two laps, but by  
lap 80 Rosberg had managed to overhaul Prost 
to cross the line over four seconds ahead, 
claiming his first win and the championship lead, 
which he held to the season’s end. “The best guy 
won!” Rosberg says. But everything could have 
been so different… A
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THE KING
AND F1 

Toyota’s press officer gets plenty of opportunities 
to wine and dine guests – but who would he really 
like to have around his dinner table?

Photographer 
Peter Nygaard, 
winner of The Red 
Bulletin’s Great 
Holiday last year, 
reveals a few of his 
favourite things. 

Well, she’d make sure it wasn’t 
boring, wouldn’t she? Actually, 
I’m a big fan – love her music, love 
her attitude. She’s always got 
plenty to say, and surely she’d 
have a story or two to tell.

Any man who can turn a small 
island into America’s Enemy 
Number One and continue in 
power for nearly half a century 
has to have some fascinating 

insights. Also, I’d love to hear a 
different side to the Cuba story 
than the one we hear about in the 
West. Of course, there’d be a strict 
ban on his notoriously long 
speeches, and we’d have to search 
his beard for CIA bombs, but 
that’s a small price to pay.

He’s my musical hero and, in my 
humble opinion, the greatest 
songwriter of all time. If anyone 
has been there and done it in 

music, it’s Dylan. He’s just an 
astonishing lyricist and such 
an enigmatic character.

For the vast majority of people 
who have probably never heard 
of Stan, he was the manager of 
my team, Burnley Football Club 
[in Lancashire, UK] between 
1998 and 2004. Somehow, he 
gave Burnley a fighting chance 
of once again playing in the top 
division of English football. He 

wasn’t quite so successful at 
keeping calm, though, and had 
disputes with many a journalist 
and player and in his time.

Campbell [former British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair’s director 
of communications and strategy] 
supports Burnley Football 
Club and started his career 
as a journalist before becoming 
a PR man. So he’s the same as 
me, just a bit more successful! 
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Flying back to Europe 

after the race? Wherever 

you’re going it’s the thick 

end of 13 hours in the 

air. The lucky will sleep, 

but if the horrors of the 

Malaysian Grand Prix 

weekend won’t let you 

drift into dreamland, we 

can help. Kuala Lumpur
to Paris

Flying Qantas, BA or 
Malaysia back home? Here’s 
our guide to what’s on…

✰✰✰✰

✰✰✰✰

✰✰✰✰✰ 
✰✰✰✰✰

✰✰

✰✰✰

✰ ✰ ✰ ✰ ✰ 
✰✰

✰✰✰
✰✰✰✰ 
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How are these F1 stars connected?
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