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Size: 275" x 196" Description: silkscreen print in 13 colours, with aluminium frame and p

erspex glazing. Limited edition (worldwide) of 950 sets.

SUPERB MEMENTOS OF
THE BATTLE FOR THE 1980 WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE, BRILLIANTLY
CAPTURED BY INTERNATIONALLY
RENOWNED ARTIST FRANK GUDE

Artist Frank Gude has a soft spot
for motor racing, and for the
readers of Grand Prix.

Dutch artist Frank Gude, whose huge dyna-
mic canvases have excited the artworld, has
added to hisinternational reputation with his
International Sports series, which includes
these two silkscreen pictures. His love of
motor racing is vividly expressed in every
line of these two pictures. As a result of a
chance meeting, Frank Gude agreed to
make 950 silkscreen prints in 13 colours of
each of the two canvases. They are the sole
work of the artist, and each print is signed
accordingly, The price, too, reflects Frank
Gude’s generosity. Grand Prix is therefore in
a position to offer its readers a unique com-
bination ofart and the thrills of motorracing:
exclusive pictures at aremarkably low price.

Details of the collection.

Technigue: silkscreen, in 13 colours, exe-
cuted by the artist. World exclusive fo the
publisher and readers of Grand Prix, World-
wide subscription limit: 850 per print only.
Size (including frame): 27.5" x 19.6". In alu-
minium frame behind perspex. Each print is
numbered and signed by the artist.

Certificate of Authenticity.
The prints are accompanied by a Certificate
of Authenticity-your assurance that You are

|

the owner of an exclusive work in the Inter-
national Sports series, produced in a world-
wide limited edition of only 950 copies.

Remarkably attractive price

As we said, Frank Gude's love of our sport
means that we are able to offer these works
to our readers at a price which is unussually
low compared to that which an art gallery
would ask. One reason for this is that Frank
Gude was prepared to supply these works
exclusively to Grand Prix. The traditional art
gallery circuit has been excluded, so the
price can be kept to a remarkable £ 5=
(US. § 140-, Austr. $ 128~ Can, § 175,-,
New. Z. $170,-) per print, This includes the
aluminium frame, the perspex glazing,
postage and packing, The price exclusive of
frame and glazing is £ 59,- (US. § 110,-,
Austr, § 99, Can. § 135, New. 7. $130,-)
Pper print. }

To subscribe:;

The most direct way of subscribing is t

0
transfer the appropriate sum to:glnter-
national Sports-Grand Prix, AB.N. Bank

account no, 565725750
R o , Zandvoort, the

Receipt of payment will be tr

ot o eated as you|
subscription lo the offer. If the [imit ofy956
coples per print is reached, the order of

receipt of payment will determine the fortu-
nate subscribers, Payments received after
the limit of 950 has been reached will be
returned immediately. Although you call
order one specific work by stating ‘left’ or
‘right!, priority will be given to those ordering
complete sets. The works will be delivered
between 4 and 16 weeks after payment.

-

You canalsosubscribe by completingthe
coupon and sending it to:
International Sports-Grand Prix,

P.O. Box 242, 2040 AE Zandvoort,

The Netherlands.

"Narne:

Town:
Postcode:
Country:
Telephone No:
'Signa!ure:

Oset Oleft Oright. Tick where
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Time? Snub it and

leave it to Longines.

Most Formula One events are timed
by Longines. To 1/1000th second.
So need we insist here on the
ingenious electronics of the :
Longines Conquest quartz watch?
Or Lﬁc fact that it is accurate to within
one minute 4 year?

And since the Conquest is made by
Swiss craftsmen who often inherit
their skills from their fathers,

why dwell upon its fine finish and
workmanship?

With a Longines, 1lyou can take time
for granted. And forget ir.

Longines Conquest. Ultra-slim quartz
»%ﬁmem with and centre secomd.
Water-resistant. ngpbire lass. Steel or
two-toned case with steel gmw[ez. Available
also in 18 a. gold.

Longin
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“DUCAROSSO”
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| faced the Goodyear PAGE 34
;;IOW ALAIN PROST | drivers FACE TO FACE: |
REPARED FOR PAGE 16 ALAN JONES Ten years of looking
VICTORY 5 after the all-blue Ligrers
- ‘ THE FILM 8 | made Gerard
OF THE RACE Ducarouge an apparent
| PAGE 18 F fixture at Vichy. But now
[ he's gone to Milan, and
| ZANDVOORT = es g
| | his work with Alfa
[ il dddi -~ Romeao is already
] PAGE 20 LA producing results.
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2 VB | D AGE 22 I | PAGE43
He showed a lot of spirit | POSTCARD FROM We knew he wouldn't fRﬂSTPSCI:-HPTUM
land alotofintelligence) | ZANDVOORT pull any punches, and by Alain Prost.
during the race. Above we weren't PAGE 42
all, it was careful disappointed. But will OK, AYJAY?
nre; u ation, feaving the French ever let him by Alan Jones
notrung to luck, which back into their country 2 _
finally brought Alain We suspect he doesn't - g
Prost to the top of the care... Yy »
podium after a GP
which began, for him,
several days
beforehand. PAGE 38
PAGE 12 GERARD
EXTRA, EXTRA LARROUSSE:

As he made his rounds
of the teamns, Mike
Doodson found lots of
Interesting stories. His
reports cover the
Toleman team’s
disappointment;
Emerson Fittipaldi's
struggle to make his
cars competitive; Eliseo
Salazar's excitement;

N° 39 (ITALY)

WILL BE ON SALE
ON SEPTEMBER 23,
1981

Is it a plane? /s it a
cheese? Or s it a bird?
We saw them all in
Holiand ..

PAGE 24

RACE TALES...
AND MUCH MORE
Ten colourful pages
devoted to the finest
photographs from the
best lensmen in the
business

THE DRIVER WHO

PAGE 49
TOOK CONTROL TECHNICAL

A distinguished career
as a driver in his own
right led Larrousse to
the important position
of Competitions
Director at Renault. He
explains how one thing
led to another.

The nuts and bolts side
of the Dutch weekend.

The Formula One magazine is published 10 days after each Grand Prix.
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The paddock in Zandvoort

UNNECESSARY
VIOLENCE

N or the fiest timie in the history
of the Dutch Grand Prix. mem

Yhiors of the awaliary palice force
vast a cloud over the otherwise
tnendly efforts of the race organ:

sers by grossly exceeding their
duties.

The victims this time were three
anmics from the Williams
team. Attempting ta comply with
broadcast requests to clear the
mits immmediately after the GP was
over. they were provented from
removing their equipment by a
arge contingent of police who
had been assigned the task of
yuarding the ladder to the victory
podium

After a light-heaned attempt by
the mechanics 1o clear the way
with a can of soft drink, it appears
that a baton charge was ordered
n retaliation. One mechanic was
pushed to the ground as his
heavy tool chest toppled on to
tum, while two others were as
saulted about the face and body
by palice truncheons.

One of the first on the scene after
thus disgraceful display was Alan
Jones, who immediately went off
in search of the perpetrator. Per-
haps fortunately for the par-time
Dutch lawman, he had been led
awdAy by colleagues to be dealt
with by his own superior officer
Still shaking with rage, the world
champion described the palice as
“timined neo-Nazis hucling bebind o
hadge!.

Whether or not Jones is right, it
Seems unnecessary that Zand-
vaort should be patrolled by ar
med men who are totally unfami-
liar with. racing and its protocol.
The job could be done with much
more grace and understanding
hy civilian marshals, as it is el-
sewhere in Europe.

GILLES
FOR WILLIAMS...
AND OTHER TALES

Gilles Villeneuve to leave Ferrari?
Although the Canadian refused to
comment on the subject as we
were going to press, we believe
that this frustation with the ltalian
team (and an equivocal letter to
tum after the Austrian GP which
was distributed to the press by its
author, Enzo Ferrari) could encou-
rage him to quit.

Our information is that Gilles is
talking seriously about joining

6

b pearsuddded 1
mendatore s
mands. We don’t know where this
leaves Alan Janes, although you
can read elsewhere (page 36) that
the champion has still not deci
ded whether he wants 10 be a far
mer or a driver

Other tips about 1982: Riccardo
Patrese for Brabham, almost cer
tainly as Nelson Piquet’s number
2: Keke Rosberg as Andrea de Ce
sanis’s replacement at McLaren
and Elio de Angelis 1o stay at Lo-
tus despite an offer from Alfa Ro
meo.

Among the many other drivers
being courted by Jack Oliver for
the Arrows team are Eddie Chee-
ver and Marc Surer. And there 1s
now a strong possibility that Ma-
rio Andremi wants to stay with
Alfa, provided that ex-Ligier engi-
neer, Gerard Ducarouge is
ged by the team for 1982 on a
permanent basis

HANCe e

ANDREA
DOES IT AGAIN

De Cesaris: mare MP4 crash tests

MecLaren driver Andrea de Cesa
rs, a keen reader of these pages,
was notat all happy with (he pres'
Simistic suggestions cancerning
his Formula 1 future which he
found in the Iast issue of GPI. Un-
fortunately, nobody  could
overlook the serioyus accident

which befell Andrea in the final
qualifying session ar Zandvoort. |t

was the tourth shunt in a row for
the rapid Italian, who at 22 is the
Joungest driver currently racing
Throughout practice, the vanous
.y traps on the pit straight had
ndicated that Andrea was bra-
«ng as iate, if not later, thap
nyone on the circuit, It would ap-
«ar that he left is braking just a
noment too late before the shunt
~tich occured as he stanted his
tist flying lap after putting on his
wcond and final set of qualifying
vres,
Almost without slowing, 1t see
mied, the number 8 Mcla

straight ahead at breathtaking
speed towards © f the
circuil. It hit the ct

absorbing tyres. leapsd ir
and came to rest under the horr
fied gaze of the large Dutch
crowrl

It was a shaken young man who
climbed unaided out of the car
and the McLaren mechanics who
arrived quickly on the scene were
not surprised to find him in an
emotional state

Although Marlboro representati-
ves continue to deny that there is
any sort of dispute over whether
or not de Cesaris should be allo-
wed to continue, It was evident
from the stern faces of the McLa-
ren International personnel that
even their patience is beginning
to be exhausted. After a long dis-
cussion, it was decided that de
Cesans would not take over the
team’s spare car. In theory, it re-
mains at the disposal of McLaren
team John Watson: and this car
itself had only just been repaired
following a testing incident at Sil-
verstone outside the control of

Watson, who had been driving at
the time

After treatment for a stiff neck, de
Cesaris spent much of the re
mainder of the weekend in the
company of Signor Aleardo Buzzi,
the European President of Philip

Morris/Marlboro, “Signor Buzzi
has taken a close interest iy Ap-
rlrea‘s_ racing career for several
years, " explained a Marlboro Spo-
kesman,

. of the new faciliies

BASIL TYE AIMS
FOR PARIS

Basil Tye: the presidency?

After the political struggles which
racked maotorsport throughout
the winter of 1980/81 it is not sur
prising that Maonsieur Jean-Marie
Balestre is going to find son
opposition when he offers him-
self in October for a second three-
year term as President of FISA
The first opponent to present his
candidacy is Mr Basil Tye. a well
known FISA delegate who only
recently relinquished his position
as the federation’s circuit safety
specialist. Mr Tye, 58 has 27
year's experience in the adminis-
tration of the sport, and presently
heads the RAC Motor Sporis As
sociation in London.

Among the items on Mr Tye's
election manifesto are demands
for “consultation, conumuty and
stabiity " in the making of compe-
tition rules, together with impro
ved administration of FISA head-
quarters in Paris

ALAN AND
JACQUES:
AS GOODAS GOLD

Collecting their gold Walter Wolf
“fighting spirit” trophies at Zand-
voort were Alan Jones (for
Hockenheim) and Jacques Laffite
(for Osterreichring); with Gilles
Villeneuve, they still hold the
three first places overall

The Wolf jury in Holland gave
Marc Surer the most votes, but
Elisea Salazar’s fine drive earned
him runner-up spot

Once again, the jury in the Candy-
sponsared “clean driving” trophy
was influenced by the race result
Alain Prost and Nelson Picuet
(who still leads overall) ook the
most votes, with Alboreto joint
third. Not many rnival drivers
would agree with the latter pla®
eing.

ZOLDER'S
$1.2m PITS
Memories of the incidents at th's

n
year's Belgian GP are still ffES:‘!:.
the minds of those who were

ire.
sent, It was with great D!efglres
therefore, that mlemaho"amodgl

le 10 study 3
smen were able \which had

nd-
been specially brought to 22

voort.

At an estimated
lion (about £ 650
have a completely rebuil
plex with lock-up
new  air-congi pressbox
backing on to a more extensive
paddock area. Sixty per cent of
the money has been provided di
rectly by the Belgian govenment
with the remainder coming from
local sources. The work will be
completed in time for the 1982
Belatan GP on May 9

‘OUR MAN IN F3’
STAYS AHEAD

which should be useful later in the
year.

with his Ralt-Toyota
tone. His report is
“i o 1

har I had sc
the gearbox

wup laps

! second

; {f under the ex:s
tng jap recorcd

In fact Jonathan finished 3rd ove
rall behind first-time F3 winner

e — 2

Dr Jonathan: our ieading man

Presently carrying the colours of
Grand Prix International in For-
mula 3 is Dr Jonatham Palmer,
the 25 year old from Surrey who
has already built up a big lead in,
the Marlboro British F3 cham-
pionship.

Jonathan's abilities have already
earned him one invitation (from
March) to drive an F1 car, and du-
ring a flying visit to Zandvoort he
made some additional contacts

Dave Scoft and Belgian Thierry
Tassin. With four rounds of the
Mariboro championship to go. he
has 102 points to the 73 of 2nd
man Tassin. “/ need only two
paints more than Tassin at the
next round (Oulton Park, Septem-
ber 27) in order to make sure of
the title.” he says

The editor and chief photoarapher of Girvnd Prix Internauonal chose a
very appropriate car for their tnip to Holland: a Renault turbo, It was a
Renault BS Turbo, just as impressive in its way (370 kilos, 160 bhp) as its
RE30 "sister” was to provein the Zandvoart race circuit. lts stunning good

looks stopped other drivers in their tracks

in fact, three of them mana-

ged o run into each other as they stared!

POLES APART |

. There are scarcely two more
) P different characters than
~— Jacques Laffite and Carlos
+ Reutemann. Laffite is an ex-
‘ : ’ trovert: he enjoys life, an_d
. shows it. Reutemann Is
quiet, an introvert who is
J’ \ / difficult to get to know. To
find that such different cha-
racters are both involved in the demanding
sport of motor racing is one thing, but for
some reason they also have a strange and
unfortunate magnetism.
At Zolder in 1978, the two men tangled at the
final chicane before the finish. Last year at
Jarama, they crashed again. This time itwas a
spectacular accident when they were dicing
for the lead. Overtaking a backmarker, there
was a misunderstanding, and Carlos ran into
Jacques.
The two drivers had a third coming-together
at Zandvoort. First and third in the World
Championship before the race, they were bat-
tling for fourth place in the race. On lap 19,
Reutemann tried to outbrake Laffite into the
180 degree banked Tarzan corner. Normally,
with any other driver, Reutemann would have
had a chance. But Laffite has a driving style
that is unique to him in Formula 1. He learnt it
in his early racin: school days in France. i calls
for a tight entry into corners like Tarzan at
Zandvoort, or the Sachs Curve at Hocken-
heim. The driver changes direction mid-
corner, transferring the car's weight to the
back wheels for a rapid exit. But Reutemann
tried to take an even tighter line than
Laffite's. The two cars thumped into one
another. It was inevitable. The Ligier bounced
into the air and spun off into the catch fen-
cing. The Williams, with at least a foot of
ground clearance under the front left hand
wheel, retired a few hundred yards later.
It was unthinkable that two experienced dri-
vers should be involved in such a ridiculous
accident. Each has over 100 Grands Prix be-
hind him. And each came to Zandvoort with
one aim: to defend his World Championship
position.
Laffite was as much surprised as disappoin-
ted. He hadn’t tried to block his rival. Reute-
mann had only just begun to challenge him.
And it wasn’t his way of trying to win the
World Championship. Reutemann had disap-
peared by the time the race ended. But aclose
friend excused his moment of carelessness
by blaming pressure from journalists. Who
are we to argue?

Eric BHAT



Engineer Michel
Tetu, driver Alain
Prost and team
manager Gerard
Larrousse (back to
camera): the
winning team (Photo
B Asset/A - p)

Life is good for Prost-
Prix, his first son has

his favourite
relaxation is
bouncing his Abatte
powerboat off the St
Tropez waves (Photo
B Asset' A + pP)

@ripors

Alain Prost and
Renault RE 34,
winners in the Dutch
sand dunes, a
combination of
determination and
intelligence (Photo B
Asset/A - p)

HOW PROST
PREPARED
FOR VICTORY

he's wmnning Grands

Just been born, and

When the green flag was waved in the pit lane on Friday
morning at Zandvoort, it was the signal for Alain Prost to
begin his victory campaign. Suspension adjustment after
suspension adjustment, tyre test after tyre test, he nea-
red the moment when he was totally confident. But the
win wasn’t yet his, and there was the odd worry. Howe-
ver, he did know how to lead the race, because he’d laid
his plans to perfection. During the early and crucial laps
of the race, Prost resisted Jones's challenge, not only
with driving skill, but with rare intelligence. And it was
the latter, intelligence, that won in the end.

by Eric BHAT

Hey Michel ” The technician raised his
eyes to the little fellow calling him. It was
Alain Prost, the hero of the day. “De you
want the trophy?” Seeing Tetu's eyes

the paddock was beginningto  widen in incredulity, Alain went on ‘take
clear. Michel Tetu sat down outside the t it's for you.” Still wide-eyed, Tetu
Renault team’s motorhome and began mumbled his embarrassed thanks.

he empty bottles were cleared
away, the mass of journalists
had gone off to file their sto
ries by telephone and telex

to work It was a much better way to
spend the late afternoon than sitting in
the traffic jams outside the circuit The
simple trestle table covered by a cloth
was transformed by the large trophy in
the middle. It was the cup that had been
presented to Alain Prost on the rostrum
Tetu ignored it and plunged into his dia-
grams and papers with the typically one
tracked mind of an engineer

Alain Prost knew just what he was doing

He was conscious of the debt he had to
repay to Tetu whe had so much contribu-
ted to his own win, not just on that Sun-
day afternoon, but also throughout the
two preceding days. “We've done a lot of
things to the car throughout the wee-
ke explained Alain. “4s we never
problems, we were able to de-
e whole of practice to test, ng aero-

vo
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dynarnics and mechanical elements. In
each session, we've been able to take
time to fine tune the car. The result was
that the car was absolutely perfect for the
race. It was well-balanced, easy to drive,
exactly the way it should be.”
From that moment on, things seemed
almost logical. A well-balanced car
means one which will use softer tyres
without wearing them excessively. But
the grip from the softer tyres will be used
efficiently. The chances of winning were
considerably improved. But that's
theory; in practice, the race wasn't won
yet. But Alain Prost succeeded in making
his tyres last the distance. This is how.
On Saturday afterncon, Gerard Lar-
rousse, Michel Tetu and Prost were
nowhere to be seen. “Theyre in the
fransporter,” they said at the motor-
nome. “They re not here, they must be in
the motorhome,” the mechanics said at
the truck. “Anyway, they haven't left the
‘rack yet.” said some helpful soul
e was right. Team manager, engineer
and driver were in the Zandvoort pad-
dock, deep in conversation with Miche-
in's Pierre Dupasquiet and some of his
echnicians down in the tyre company’s
ruck. The talk was of compounds 405,
701, a combination of the two, blistering,
Jrip and wear. This was tyre talk, and it
~ent on for 90 minutes. That's almast as
ong as the race itself, but it could be a

conversation -that w e + the
next day’s winner. Pri SRR
rything in.

i cas Mi-

The subject of their disc s
chelin’s 405 compound tyre. the softest
race tyre that they had at Zandvoort.
Alain desperately wanted to use the tyre
in the race the next day, because it would
obviously give the best grip. But during
Saturday morning's unofficial practice
session, doubts had been cast as to
whether it was the best tyre available,
and whether it would Iast a race distance
Alain’s Renault was lapping with relati-
vely empty fuel tanks, and yet after only
ten laps, one of the tyres had blistered
These days, the Michelin men work with
S0 many teams that it allows them a
much greater knowledge of their tyres’
capabilities. “/ think it is just that one tyre
that was at fault.” explained one of Du-
pasquier's assistants. “Normally. «
shouldn’t have blistered so quickly.’
Some people say that tyre companies
are so conscious of drivers finishing ra-
ces with badly blistered tyres that “the
more hard tyres are chosen, the happer
they are. In fact they d be happiest if dr-
vers chose concrete tyres.” The outcome
of Saturday afternoon’s discussion was
that the wisest combination for the race
would be soft tyres on the right, and har-
der tyres on the left, the side that takes
the most wear at Zandvoort

All the same, Prost was still tempted p,
the soft 405s all round. “/t may have bee,,
a bit risky to use them, but | histene
closely to what they s about the tyres
The Michelin men explamed the tyres
Dpehaviour and reactions, and hovs a «r,
ver had to use them to s best advan
tage. So | knew just what I had to do 1o
lead the race, and remain in the fead ot
the race.”
On Sunday morning, Prost tried the com
bination of hard and soft tyres to please
the Michelin men, and then had his car
fitted with a set of the softer tyres, “The
car was so well balanced that | was sure
that they could last the distance. [ may
not have been able to dnve hard
throughout, but | was conscious of the
fact. Frankly, after the warm-up, | was
sure that I'd made the right choice.”
Prost was sure that he'd made the right
tyre choice, but he couldn’t be sure of
winning. The two Renaults occupied the
front row of the grid for the fourth race in
succession, but the competition wasn'’t
that far behind them. “We havent the
same margin that we had in Austria,”
conceded Gerard Larrousse. He ob-
viously didn’t think that his cars would be
dominant during the race. Alain Prost
made his only mistake of the weekend by
predicting that “it won't be a car or driver
race today, but a tyre race. His mistake
was that he didn't think itwould a drivers’

race, when it was, and he had a lot to dg
with it

Prost took the leac at the start and in;
tially drew out a three second lead until
Jones overtook Arnoux’s hard-tyred Re-
nault. Jones was soon right behind the
leading car. but Prost beat off his challen
ges, at the same time, conserving his
tyres. “That was the unportant thing,”
smiled the little Frenchman after the race.
pleased with himself for having done
everything just nght. *f dieln’t really take
any notice of Jones, | was looking after
my tyres. I knew what I had to do. Perre
Dupasquer had explamed everythung to
me. The Michelins are cifferent to Good!
vears in that the formerare very compet:-
tive for the first four or five Iaps of a race,
and then they lose a little campetitivity.
Afterthat, the tyres remam constant. The
Goodlyears behave cormpletely the oppo-
site. They're not competitive at the start,
but after five [aps, they imprave. So just
when my tyres were going off slightly,
the Goadye:rs were improving. Another
thing about the 405s s that when they
beqgin to go off, you have to ease up a
hittle arnd not dnive as hard, otherwise
theres a risk of damaging them. You
then have ta let them settle clown on their
own. It was when [ eased up thar Jones
caught me. |let fum do s, I did nothing to
iry and pull away because | was looking
after my tyres.”

Prost must have felt totally confident to
allow such a tough competitor as Jones
to catch him so easily. But that's just how
Prost won his race: by keeping a cool
head despite Jones's threat.

An exciting battle between the two dri-
vers kept the crowd on its toes for the
next few laps. Jones was eager to pass,
but Prost remained caim. “Each ume |
looked inr iy rnrrors as we came o
cormer, | could see the Williarms
behid me. | was watching Jones usi
up tus tyres! Even when he overtook
I kniew that | could repass him,
the straight or later because hi
viously weren't going to last. ™

At the end of the pit straight, Prost
sed Jones who was trying to overtake
Cheever's Tyrrell. “He wasn't expecting
me to try and overtake. That's n
venge for what happened at
heun.

But the Australian wasn't beaten yet. The
two cars rounded Tarzan side by side, the
Williams on the outside as it had been on
a number of occasions before when Jo-
nes had tried to overtake. But the Renault
came out in front. “Alan must have felt a
bit sick about thar. Furthermore, | think he
already had tyre trouble, because he dficf-
n't challenge me agam. From then on,
everything went well. The car inproved
as the laps went by and the fuel load
lyhtened. The tyres setrled down and

tofa

either on

yres ob

remamed. constant. When [ had six or
seven seconds lead aver Alan, | eased up
Alll had to do then was win. lt was easy.

“We'll be alnght at Monza,”" Jones had
said after the race. Prost had smiled: “fie
sanl that? | don't think he’s made the
right choice of crreurt. But | hope he gets
onto the rostrum. The left ar right hand
siles aren't booked yet. He can c¢hose
wiich ever he wanis.” After the tyre bEi!‘
tle comes the war of nerves..

Prost and Jones fight
it out at Tarzan: their
battle waf the
highlight of the
Dutch Grand Prix

Yet the Renauft |

Gerard Fayolle (e vi;;;":%ﬁ:i
(Michshn) and wrecking hif tyres.
Michel Tetu e
(Renault), two 4P
important

contributors to

Prost’s win (Photo

Thierry Bovy DPP)
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But after his hard words for Goodyear in
Austria, Jones was full of praise at Zand-
voort for the men from Akron, “Good-
‘ﬁg’r lzz ve us rhg Efgrgs we wanted here,
respor y qualifying pre
close behind the turbocars gn g gn%
which 1s well suited to turbocharging, ”
The decision taken by the Williams and
:amb_ﬁam-mwte use a soft compound
was forced on them by the condition of
‘;I{g e warm-up on Sun-
- We tried both a soft and &

TYRES SETTLE
THE ISSUE
€ 0 saw the tyres on the

_‘ Nelson Piquet and Alan
after the Dutch GP would
in believing that

men suggested that the drivers might at

least try the more durable compound
tyre on the hard-worked left rear wheel,
but neither Jones nor Reutemann was
prepared to do that. They wanted to win,
even if it entailed a risk.
The Dutch GP, in fact, looked very much
as though it would be decided by the
choice of tyres, for similar decisions were
being taken all around the paddock at
lunchtime on Sunday. In the Brabham
motorhome, Nelson Piquet had chosen
the same Goodyear compound as the
two Williams, while at Renault Gérard
Larrousse decided to start Prost's car on
soft Michelins and Arnoux’s on harder
ones. The difference between the two
compounds was to become immediately
apparent in the race, when Prost was
able to lead while Arnoux’s otherwise
perfectly healthy Renault dropped back
from 2nd place eventually to be overta-
ken by five cars before slithering off into
retirement in the sand.
For Prost, being in the lead enabled him
to spare his tyres. The only occasions
when he was forced to press hard were
when Jones momentarily passed him as
they lapped Salazar and the Renault dri-
ver missed a gear. In a memorable mo-
ment at the Tarzan corner, Prost called up
all the reserves of grip from his Michelins
to brake later than Jones and grab the
inside line, a manouevre which paid off
for him under acceleration away from the
leng, long turn.
The loser was Jones, whose lap times
began to stretch out noticeably only a
couple of laps after his valiant assault on
the leading Renault: the rear tyres on the
Williams were finished, and Alan’s race
turned into a struggle to spare them and
get to the flag without further damage.
Behind him in a safe 3rd place, Nelson
Piquet had nursed his tyres a little more
carefully. “Right from the start, the car
had been oversteering. When it overs-
teers, you know that the tyres will be
fimished in a few laps if you press too
hard. Then | was told by my pit signals
that | was catching Jones easily, and as
soon as | got close enough to his car |
knew that his tyres were in even worse
shape than mine. He had no chance of
fighting me: he must have been lapping
five or six seconds a lap slower than me
by then.”
There remains one intriguing question
which will never be answered: what
would have happened if one of the “big
three” at the finish had elected to try hard
tyres? Would he have lost too much time
at the beginning of the race to be able to
catch up atthe end? If he had been able to
close up at the end, would he have been
ina position to force the others to destroy
their tyres altogether?
Judging from their happy smiles on the
—podium, however, it was perfectly evi-
dent that Piquet and Jones were de-
Nthed to have got to the finish, regar
dless of the sorry state of their tyres. 0

oy
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TOLEMAN'S
UNENVIABLE
RECORD

he Candy-sponsored team of Tole-
I man turbocars arrived at Zand-
__ voort with their best-yet chance of
qualifying for a Grand Prix. One week
earlier, they had completed successful
tests at Monza with a new, lighter version
ofthe TG181 chassis. “The car was good
In corners,” reported Brian Henton, “but
it lacks acceleration.” To remedy that
handicap, Brian Hart brought his latest
four-cylinder 415T “monobloc” engine to
Zandvoort.
Everyone associated with the Witney-
based team was excited about the poten-
tial of the new engine, which is designed
to produce more than 580 horsepower at
8500 rpm with a boost pressure of 1.8
atmospheres (similar to the pressures
used by Renault and Ferrari with their V6
engines). “The cylinder block and the cy-
linder head are cast and machined in one
piece,” explained Brian Hart. “it’s not a
new principle, but it has certain advanta-

ges, of which improved cooling is the
most obvious, that are particularly useful
for a turbocharged unit. This is the en-
gine which we should have had from the
beginning if the team had not been obli-
ged to start at Imola, when we weren't
really ready.

The new car and the “monobloc” engine
were entrusted to number 1 Tolemnan dri-
ver Brian Henton, who shared Hart's be-
lief that qualifying, at last, should have
been no problem. Indeed, with 22nd fas-
test time in Saturday’s official session,
despite a damaged intercooler, Henton
was understandably confident before
Saturday’s practice.

But disaster struck after only one lap. A
metal clip used to secure ane of the many
pipes on the engine inexplicably came
undone and fell into the path of the
toothed belt which drives the camshafts.
The belt broke, causing the valves to col-
lide with the pistans, virtually destroying
the new engine. “it's a serious setback,”
confessed Hart, “because this is the only
monobloc engine which we have. | must
say that | am particularly sorry for the
engineer who assembled it, because the
integral cylinder head makes engine-
building a very tricky process."

Driving the team's spare car, Henton was

slower than he had been the day before.
A large rain cloud which had threatened
the circuit shortly before the final hour’s

ualifying failed to drop its contents on
gandvom‘t' . and in the dry conditions the
unfortunate Henton had the agonising
experience of seeing his Friday time bea-
ten by three other cars. With Derek
Warwick trying vainly to make up for
time lost as the result of an accident on
Friday, the Tolemans were out of the
race. [t was the ninth consecutive Grand
Prix for which the valiant and hard
waorking British team has failed to qualify.
This is a miserable record for a team
which carried off last year's Formula 2
championship in such effortless style.
“Last year we had a 94 per cent finishing
record in F2. so you can see what a diff-
cult task we have set for ourselves in
Formula 1,” said a team spokesman, Ne-
vertheless, the team will continue its
heavy programme of testing and deve-
lopment, apparently still with the support
of its many sponsors. There is no sher-
tage of ability or enthusiasm at Toleman:
what is needed is just a soupgon of good
fortune to ease their way to that longed-
for place on the starting grid.
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ELISEO’S
INCENTIVES

ntil the Austrian Grand Prix, the
label that stuck to Eliseo Salazar
was “renta-driver.”” All that most
journalists and team managers knew of
the 26 year old Chilean was that he had
won a couple of Aurora F1 races in 1980
against modest opposition, supported by
an apparently bottomless budget flo-
wing all the way from Santiago.
It was cash, too, which had secured the
Ensign drive for Salazar. After Monaco,
where Marc Surer had won a top six
ace for the little team, Ensign owner
Nunn had been forced to end their
association and accept Salazar, who
came from the disastrously unsuccessful
March outfit with a record of one start.
{Imola) from a total of six attempts to
qualify for championship Grands Prix.
With Ensign, however, the personable
newcomer - son of the President of
Chile's motorsport federation - has
shown that he is capable of continuing
the good work started by Surer. In Aus-
tria, he found himself battling, albeit brie-
f}}a‘, with the likes of Pironi and Patrese,
en his engine ran out of oil.
At Zandvoort, where a minor practice ac-
cident almost prevented him from quali-
fying, Eliseo (pronounced Elli-say-oh)
found himself fighting with the back-of-
the-grid brigade. He passed Alboreto and
Borgudd without too much trouble be-
fare getting involved with Stohr. But al-
though the Avon-shod Ensign was lap-
% by the leaders as early as lap 22, the
vy retirement rate was destined to

put car number 14 on the leaderboard.
For Eliseo, however, there was a score to
be settled that was just as important to
him as any world championship point.
“The pirs?na.‘ledmms that/was closing
on Marc Surer in 6th place, | knew that
Marc is Mo Nunn'’s favourite driver, so |
wanted very much to pass him, Unfortu-
nately, | put four wheels on the grass at
the chicane as | did so, tearing off one of |
the Ensign’s skirts.”
With four laps to go, the now ill-handling
Ensign was ed down to 6th place by
Alboreto’s Tyrrell. Aimost immediately,
though, the young Italian missed a gear
and blew up his engine. Salazar happily
polished off the last three laps to score
the first world championship point ever
to be scored by a Chilean driver. :
“Obviously I'm pleased,” he said as jour-
nalists crowded round to congratulate
him. “/ touched Jarier at the start, dama-
ging a front wing, and at the end [ was
aving lo hold the gear lever to avoid
Jumping out of second gear. The impor-
ra’;u thing is that | was able to pass peoc-
e
A contented Mo Nunn was delighted for
adifferent reason: “this point will inake a
lot of difference next year, because anly
those who score points in the second half
of the season will get the free travel ar-
rangements from FOCA for the non-
European races at the beginning of 1982.
“I'm extremely pleased, too, for Eliseo.
We are working well with him, and this
result proves that he's been under-rated.
But then we seem to have given a lot of
young drivers their first points in F1: dri-
vers like van Lennep, Tambay, Daly and
Surer all got points in Ensigns. And |
hope that Eliseo gets into the habit of
doing it for us now.*"

FITTIPALDIS
DRAW A BLANK

4,}

from Brazil, where there are three Pirelli
factories. “Getting free tyres has turned
out 1o be rather expensive,” confessed
for 15-inch wheels... and the cost of 12
sets of new wheels added up to £20.000

misfire badly. And the unfortunate Serra,
after vanious problems with his car, had

forced him to brake suddenly and miss
his chance.

- : VAT O
here was something noticeably L plus . ]
e inaldi the stories of the deal and the eight mil-  New tyres, h, have not provided all ’
I %@?ﬁh&ergﬂ,ﬁm lion d".nllau which had been said went ﬂ'ieans;vne-ma team's handling pro-
%z?nd\:g:r‘tqa;l;irmggmfoﬁ%wasme There was, however, one sign that the  vened the two cars were doomed nat to
et ey 8. o Fittipaldi brothers have not beenwasting  start a Grand Prix for the third consecu-

sprinkling of new white

: 0 : their time in Brazil. The two cars driven  tive occasion. It was not entirely the fault
it I G e by ke Eibetiony accl Cico Serra were: of the team, hesaver, 1o in Fosberg’s
h iechanics were running for the time on Pirelli radial  case it wrned out that there was so-
fmmﬂl:;elr plastic wrappers. f a majo’ ply tyres, evidently the result of pressu-  mething seriously wrong with the igni-
re was still no sign o : res brought on the Milanese company  tion system which caused the engine to

sponsor for the team, dw..




THE FILM
OF THE
RACE

The 72 lap Dutch Grand Prix in some ways
resembled the German GP held a month
previously. Prost took the lead at the
start, but was soon caught and challen-
ged by Jones. But this time Prost resisted
Jones's persistent attempts to take the
lead. And after 30 laps, Jones had so little
rubber left on his tyres that he began to
drop back, allowing Prost to take an un-
disputed win. The Williams driver slowed
to such an extent that Piquet was able to
overtake him for second place a few laps

from home.

P ot SR S g _' B =
4 5
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1 - First corner, first lap: Prost leads from Arnoux,
while Villeneuve spins into the sand

== _ L &3 -5

4 - In the opening laps, Prost pulls outalead, while 5 - Laffite and Reutemann are el | minated on the

15th lap in an extraordinary accident at Tarzan;
neither car completes the lap

Amoux holds up Jones and Piquet

PRACTICE

he Renaults once again dominated

practice. Arnoux set fastest time

from Prost during the first official
session. Jones was third guickest in front
of close championship rival teammate
Carlos Reutemann and Nelson Piguet.
Both Alfa Romeos were more competi-
tive than of late, Andretti setting eighth
fastest time, while Giacomelli was provi-
sionally ninth. Henton was amongst the
provisional qualifiers with 22nd fastest
time set in the monobloc-engined Tole-

Rene Arnoux failed to set a faster time on
the Saturday, unlike Alain Prost who
‘bumped his teammate off pole position.
Jones didn't go any quicker either: he
was pushed back to fourth fastest by Nel-
16

son Piquet. Reutemann improved his
time, but remained on the third row with
Laffite beside him. The Frenchman
thought he might have set third fastest
time if he'd used his second set of quali-

- fiers to better advantage, So the Renaults

were on the front row, but recent for

had indicated that they're better in prancz

;ac::grla?: ﬂtg%h race. Behind them came the
L ampionshi

mised to be a rou';hnr:cle? il

Both Ferrari and Toleman were g
B s 'sa
pointed after practice. Pironi was twetfg
on the grid, and Villeneuve only 16th
;I'r?leman s hopes had been dashed on
b‘e Samyday morning when the mono-
oc engine had broken, and Henton had

been bumped id i
aeecld ped off the grid in the after-

RACE

lain Prost is becoming an expert
A at making lightening starts.
When the starting light turned
reen, he immediately took the lead from
rnoux. But that other rapid starter, Gil-
les Villeneuve, was in trouble. Catapul-
ting through from the eighth row, Ville:
neuve found himself sandwich
between Patrese and Giacomelli. The
Ferrari leapt into the air and spun off int
the sand. Exit one Ferrari. The second
was to end its race a few hundred yards
further on, when Pironi and Tambay tan-
glnad, neither completing any more 13ps:
d only a few yards later, Andrettis
front wing was damaged against Carlos
Reutemann's car, and the American ha
mt;gtop a few laps later to have it chan”
ged.

2 - A few hundred yards down the track, Pironi in 3 - Yet another to suffer during the first lap is An-

BT - SN oe

the second Ferrari tangles with Tambay; both retire  dretti, whose Alfa’s front wing points skywards
after a brush with Reutemann

R
B

s 888

7

6 - Having overtaken Arnoux, Jones catches Prost 7 - Jones has had to allow Prost to pull away, but by
within ten laps: their long tussle has begun. Here the end of the race, the Williams driver's tyres are in
Prost resists an overtaking manceuvre from Jones such poor condition that Piquet easily overtakes
him for second place

at Tarzan

While these incidents were taking place,

Prost had established himself in the lead

and was in front of Arnoux at the end of
the first lap. Prost was able to pull away
as Arnoux, on harder tyres, was holding

up Jones and Piquet.

On lap four, Jones passed Arnoux and
began to cut the 3.5s lead which Prost
had built up. Arnoux was then overtaken
by Piquet, Laffite, Reutemann and Wat-
son, before spinning off on the 19th lap.

Back at the front, Jones took eight laps to
catch Prost. And once the two of them
were running nose to tail, the Australian
began to worry the Frenchman. He tried
to overtake Prost around the outside of
Tarzan, but the latter hung on to his posi-
tion without giving way. On the 23rd lap,
they came up to lap Salazar. Prost mis-
sed agearand Jones nipped into the lead

- but only for a few hundred yards. Under
braking for Tarzan, Prost retook the |ead
he wasn't to lose. Jones's battle with
Prost had sorely taxed his tyres, and from
the 30th lap onwards, Prost's lead built
up as Jones dropped back. This time the
Renault lasted the distance, and Prost
}ook the chequered flag at the end of 72
aps.

Behind the two leaders, the retirement
rate was high. On the 19th lap, Reute-
mann tried to overtake Laffite for fourth
place. The Williams hit the Ligier and
both cars were too badly damaged to
continue. Piguet now had a chance of
getting on terms with Reutemann in the
World Championship. Watson gained
two places when Reutemann and Laffite
retired, but his car was misfiring. He lost
fourth place on the 51st lap when the

electrics failed altogether. After a long
battle with de Angelis, it was Rebaque
who inherited fourth, with the ltalian fifth.
Behind them came Surer, but he slowed
with loose rear suspension, allowing Sa-
lazar into sixth. But the Chilean lost a skirt
when overtaking Surer, and Alboreto
overtook the Ensign driver. However,
only for one lap: the ltalian’s engine
broke. At the same time, Jones was over-
taken by Piquet who for the previous
twelve |aps had been gaining rapidly on
the Williams driver.

In the closing laps, Andretti crashed spec-
tacularly, but fortunately without serious
injury to the driver. Only Prost, Piguet
and Jones completed 72 laps.
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Zandvoort statistics

THEIR FASTEST ;
DUTCH GRAND PRIX RACE LAPS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
Date: August 30. 1981 .
Circuit length: 2 642 miles < s
Race distance: 72 laps. 190226 Time Lapn F £ e
miles :é}é\‘g:_
Conditions : partly sunny. cool Prost 12206 13 FELEE DS
% 2 oy ¥
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Jones 121783 15 P ret
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Brabham BT42  yy; | ENEUVE Piquet 119581 Andretti 1'19°118  Jones. — 12730 4. REBAQUE Brabham BT49  one lap benind
120754 Ferran 126C Reutemann 1197712 Latie 119°521  Prost = 121 80 5.DE ANGELIS Lotus 87  one lap benind
MANSELL 120759 Walson ; ;3__;!2}? De Angelis lvrg_jsrs g::on ; l’:"?g; or R 6.SALAZAR Ensign N180 B two faps benind
Sl 57 JARIER Andegtti e o Deihoeis e R 7.STOHR Arows A3 inree laps benina
120766 Osella A 1/8 ‘ Sta0n 1 Eim e Ao e 8.SURER Theodore TYOZ  hree laps behing
DALY e De Angelis 120511 Glacomelli 1'19'918  Mansell 1722765 3 %
121708 Arnoux 120729  De Cesaris 120'274  Rebague 1'22°69 Prost 1187279  118"176 9. ALBORETO Tyrrell 010 four laps behind
Mar;n 811 SURER Rebaque 1217027 Rebaque 120276 Tambay 122°77 Arnoux 1718255 1187301 10. BORGUDD ATS D6  four laps behing
12138 Theodore TYO1 Mansell 121280 Mansell 120336  Glacomelli 12286 Saa 1197236  118%652 : L8 ]
STOHR 1:21°45 Giacomelii 121565  Patrese 1207793 Laffite 172292 ¥ Jones 1187672 1197133 Fastest lap: JONES, | 21 37 116244 on
Arraws A3 CHEEVER Tambay 121884 Villenewve - 120033 Daly 122'98 e e e
LB Tyrrell 011 o LT S FeVEsITE Andrett) 2o Andretti T19°895 1197040
P il eifng Daly L Fo 1217270 Pironi 123°26 ' Watson 119"312 1197631
SIS HES SALAZAR O L nr Oy 121555 Patrese 1729°37 [ De Angelis 1217662 119°738 Subscription coupon
121776 Ension N180 B B 22694 Salazar 121°757  Villeneuve 123"74 Patrese 121010 1'19"864 To o G
1.22.902 lew 122°784  Cheever 121841 Cheever 12421 Tanbey ¥50'802 Ti8679 S UE THrodt DL atien
At 123192 Pironi 1227074 Salazar 124728 Pironi 1217293 1207248 Fulf name —
— :23 492 Arnoux 122°319  Surer 124766 De Cesaris 120°651 120"377 Addre
Surer 152 304 " Atborsto 122°442  Borgudd 124772 [ Giacomelli 1207384 120495 =) =
" Dig not start Snara Y23 D23 Bokouikl 122'515  Jarier 125'26 [ Rebaque 120°547 120°872 Country
il 21833 Tambay 122785  Alboreto 12538 Villeneuve 1217043 120°585 '
. : it 124032 Jarier 123118  Stohr 172673 Mansell 1217108 1'20"663 ENG”SH_ LANGUAGE
Non-qualified P on 124253 Slohr 1237163 Jarier 1217086 121294 Subscrl‘{mon including postage & ﬂacklng £15 (UK only)
ALBORETO (Tyrrell 011)* 122°030 . 12854 Warwick 125163 Daly 192274 1217391 USA/CANADA Subscriptions : LONG BEACH GRAND PRIX ASSO-
HENTON (Toleman TG 181) 122°226 Rosberg 154 0a3  Gabbiani 125210 Surer 122389 1'217a54 CIATION - 100E Ocean, Suite — 908 Long Beach, California 90802,
ROSBERG (Fitipald: FBO) 1237518 Sorvs : Henton 1257362 Stohr 121°568 121'713 Subscription USA only US $44.25
iy 1267063 Serra e
SERRA (Fittipald FBC) 1237613 Alboreto 3 Rege 127°876 Cheever 1217849 1217698 Cheque or money order (UK currency only) should be made payable
GABBIANI (Osella FA1) 1237898 Jatery Borgudd 121'760 1227302 to : GRAND PRIX PUBLICATIONS, at Grand Prix International, Group
WARWICK (Toleman TG181) 1247028 Salazar 122382 1227024 Print House, 24-32 Pottery Lane, London W11, ENGLAND. Telex
s = lmns e 21882. Tel. 01-2211721/5454.
* Started at Ihe back of the Rosberg 123°518 609 795
giid as de Cesans did nof start Serra 123677 1237613 _:-: g




ap by lap - Giro per giro -Runde um Rungje - Tour par tour - Vuelta a vuelta-Ronde
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Aerial attractions: stunt

parachutist fabove) and powered
hang-glider (below)
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nvacles Holland, Or did he come to

The Renault R5 Turbo race was a great francophite Alan Jones
thriller: eventual winner was Dutch
former F1 driver Boy Hayje

All that cheese as a reward

for pole posrtion! it was

enough to give

A spot of espronage Renauft-men indigestion
Jacques “007" Laffite sneaks
nto the Goodyear enclosure

She should
watch her
purse... or

& something







IN THE
LIMELIGHT

start of the Dutch GP on the reliability c

the Renault turbocar and its complicated

V6 engine. Despite the doubts, tho

ran trouble-free all the wa
| Regie’s sixth F1 victory. T}
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WILL ELIO STAY WITH nO_._’:

After a long and sometimes bitter battle at Zandvoort with the Brabham of Hector Rebaque, Elio de Angelis
brought his Lotus-JPS home in 5th place, his third such placing so far this year After all the hopes which he
had held out for the season, it seems poor recompense for his talent and his effort. Nevertheless despite the
1on suggested by our photo (above), we hear that Elio and Colin Chapman may not, after all. be going
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ate ways next year. (Photos Bernard Asset/A + P) % W
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" ABITOFLUCK
IN THE
RIGHT PLACE

An unexpected but well deserved 6th place was the reward in Holland for
Eliseo Salazar, whose abilities are gradually coming to the fore. Previously
almost unknown, his 6th fastest time in the race at Hockenheim was the
first flash of brilliance. He raced well in Austria and survived a couple of
hairy moments at Zandvoort to win a much-prized first € yionship
point. Ensign boss Mo Nunn has every reason to be pleased. (Photo Thierry
Bovy DPPI).
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FACE TO FACE

ALAN JONES

Alan Jones has strong opinions about almost everything in
motorsport, so strong in fact that depending on your attitude
(or your nationality!) you either love him or hate him. Th_e
loyalty and straight-talking which endear him to a predomi-
nantly anglophone public are interpreted elsewhere as pig-
headedness and a lack of culture. Alan doesn’t care: he's a
beer-drinking man from a world which regards wine-drinkers

as suspicious and effete.

You have been driving with obvious en-
thusiasm this year. Is it difficult to main-
tain this enthusiasm when you're going
through a bad spell like the present one?
The difficulty is maintaining your enthu-
siasm when you're not only going
through a bad spell but when the techni-
cal requlations are as stupid as they are
at the moment. We went through this
dreadful period over the winter when
some people who didn’t know what they
were doing tried to interfere with the
technicalities of the cars, Until this year, it
was a pleasure to drive racing cars, but
now they're so uncomfortable to drive
that your body hurts for two or three days
after every race.

| blame whoever made the regulations.
They didn’t give the matter enough
thought, and the proof is that the engi-
neers - as any intelligent person could
have forecast - took one look at the new
rules and were able to get round them.

The result is that we still have ground
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by Mike DOODSON

effect cars, but now there are much grea-
ter loadings through the suspension, and
it's so bad that it's dangerous. Yet we're
doing almost exactly the same lap times
as we were last year. The same teams are
at the top. Nothing has been achieved
except to make the cars extremely dan-
gerous

You have committed some well-
publicised driving errors this year, and
recently with the fuel pick-up problem in
Germany and the broken suspension in
Austria your team has also made mista-
kes. Is this bad luck, or does it suggest
that the impetus which won you the title
last year has started to slip?

| don't think we're slipping. Frank (Wil-
liams) and Patrick (Head) are both very
aggressive and competitive people, and
if you'd seen their faces afler Zeltweg
(where we finished 4th and 5th) you
would have thought that both cars had
failed to finish. That's the sort of attitude

which you need to win world champions
hips, and they've still got it
From time to time the car gets slightly

less competitive than it should be, byt |
try not to dwell too much on that. | just
take each race as it comes.

You're a farmer now, with 1600 acres in
Australia. Were you tempted to go home
next winter and stay there instead of
signing for a fifth year with Frank?

Yes, | was tempted. | might still do it. Untj!
| bought the farm, | never thought that |
would enjoy getting up early in the mor
ning and working with animals, but now |
get a lot of satisfaction from things |ike
the stud programme I've got going at the
farm, particularly with my herd of Sim-
menthal cattle.

On the other hand, | had to think first and
foremost of the people I'm surrounded
by at Williams. They have their feet on
the ground (which isn't true of everyone
in the sport) and | believe in them. In our
team, praise has to be earned. It's a plea-
sant atmosphere which would be diffi-
cult to leave behind.

| faced exactly the same decision last
year. | remember sitting cross-legged on
my bed at home on the farm and figuring
out how not to leave. Australia is a very
exciting place to be, and for every vear
that | spend in Europe I'm missing
another year in Australia. But when I'min
Europe | enjoy this life... so long as no
One Is trying to interfere with it unneces-
sarily.

Can you describe the physical effects of
driving the present cars with their super-
stiff suspension?
At the Osterreichring, Carlos (Reute-
mann) said to me that he was almost
blacking out at certain points of the cir-
cuit, that's how bad the bouncing is. | am
sure that some of the drivers are going to
have spinal problems, either now or later
In their lives, The car shudders and jud-
€rs over even slight bumps, it's just in-
describably uncomfortable. And it's not
something that has anything to do with
the driving, | mean you have to take the
same lines,
The bumping was probably worst in Aus-
tra - and I'm so glad that we won't be
90ing back to Watkins Glen this year!

'Y main argument is with the sheer stu-
dity under which the rule was made
Don't forget, the people who did this to
racing did so because they said it would
make things safer for the drivers. But be
lieve it Or not, it looks as though it may
lﬁke d Serious aceident to convince them
that they were wrong,
| would' like to ask these people some
other questions, For example, how does
bolting several kilos of lead under e
gearbox of my car make it safer? The
reason it's there is because Ferrari and

Renault can't get their cars down to oU’
_______"

¢




limit, yet they're quite happy to have all
the extra power of their turbocharged
engines. Basically, we are being taxed
because our team employs good engi-
neers.

As world champion, you should be ex-
officio President of the Grand Prix Dri-
vers’ Association. Why do you not want
to accept this responsibility?

| don't want to accept it because | am not
prepared to put in the time and effort
which would be necessary to make my
presence felt in the GPDA. | go to the
circuit to race, not to spend hours talking
in a caravan. If | had wanted to do that, |
would have become a politician, not a
racing driver.

You have the reputation with French
journalists and some French teams of
ing anti-French. Is this an elaborate
joke, or do you feel that the French in-
fluence in the sport is a bad one?
| have a genuine mistrust of the French.
Why? History, mainly, dating back to
what | know of the period long before
Napoleon and right up to the present
day. | believe that if any team will try to
interpret the rules to their own benefit,
the French would be the first. There has
never been a French world champion dri-
ver or team... and they'll do anything to
rectify that.
anything to rectify that.
| think the main disdvantage which the
French have is that the rest of the world
doesn’t hold them in the same high re-
ard as they hold themselves. They also
gave very short memories. At the Libera-
tion, the Americans were good enough
to let de Gaulle lead the Sixth Army into
Paris. Six months later, he kicked them
out...
Also, they explode bombs in the part of
the world where | come from. They did
one just a couple of weeks ago. If they
want to explode bombs, they should do it
at home. Maybe on Viry-Chatillon or Vi-

| can remember lots of little incidents
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from my racing career which made me
suspicious of Frenchmen. In F3, | can re-
member marshals mysteriously hanging
out the yellow flag when a foreigner was
leading a race in France. At Monaco, in
the days when Jabouille or Depailler was
driving, there seemed to be a lack of scru-
tineering for their cars... and an absurd
amount of it for everyone else. I'm not
implying for a moment, of course, that
there was anything illegal about the
French cars..
| don't dislike all Frenchmen, though. |
think Jacques Laffite and Patrick Tambay
are two very nice people. But| don't have
very much to do with the other French
drivers.
| quite like ltalians, though, because al
though they’re fairly chaotic they're co
lourful and they do have a genuine affec-
tion for the sport. Believe it or not, | enjoy
going to Monza, which is a nice circuit in
a park with lots of trees. The place Is
overflowing with history and nostalgia,
and it can be very enjoyable - proylded
you go in and out of the circuit in an
armoured car. The worst thing about
Monza for me is the security guards with
their dogs. | believe they're specially im-
ported from France

Both you and Carlos Reutemann have
admitted that the relationship between
you changed as a result of what happe-
ned at Rio in the Brazilian Grand Prix. Are
you finding it more difficult to work with
Carlos this year?

No, the working relationship between us
has not changed at all. We still talk about
the car, how to set it up and things like
that. In that respect, we still work like a
serious team

Of course, the situation in the world
championship has become very interes-
ting, with Piguet now level on points with
Carlos. One is tempted to think how one
would react if, for example, there were a
situation in a race with me leading, six
seconds in front of Carlos, and Piquet
lying 3rd. I'm not entirely sure at this
moment in time how | would react to any

signal that the team might show to me
from the pits. It works both ways: points
are no less important at the end of the
season than they are at the beginning

Nelson Piquet said some very serious
things about your driving after the inci-
dent when your cars collided at Zolder.
Do you still feel that he was wrong to
blame you for that crash?
He was totally wrong to have plamed
me. | outbraked him on the inside of @
corner. If he doesn't know when to relin-
quish a corner to someone who's driving
a faster car, then he shouldn't be in this
profession. In fact, | think that Piquet is @
good driver, he's quick and aggressive:
respect that. But he must stop looking for
Scapegoats.
It's wrong for a driver - any driver - 10 93
daround threatening to push someone o
the road. If | felt as badly as that about
another driver, it would be much mor®
intelligent for me to go and punch him !
the ear. That way, | wouldn't risk damd”
Ing my car,
?!"e irUth 15 that the comments b
Piquet made about me at Zolder W'
like water off a duck’s back to me- Per*

nally, | couldn’t care less. But they got a
lot of publicity which has put unneces-
sary strain on people like my wife and my
mather. And that's something which |
resent very much indeed

Do you think that turbocharging will be
essential to win next year’s world cham-
pionship. If so, when do you expect to
have a turbo of your own?

I'm not sure that I'm diplomatic enough
to handle the second question. Maybe
youi should talk to someone in the higher
echelons of the Williams team!

But there is no doubt that the times are
upon us when, if Keith Duckworth
doesn’t squeeze a lot more power out of
the DFV, then we'll all have to have tur-
bos. | don't think that a turbo is essential
yet. To be essential to winning races, |
shall have to be convinced that a turbo is
competitive on all types of circuit... and
as reliable as the DFV is at the moment

You give the impression of being a tough
sort of guy, yet you seem to be suscepti-
ble to colds and minor sicknesses from
time to time. Is there any reason for this?
son for this?

All | know is that | only seem to get these
little problems when I'm in Europe. | ho
nestly can’'t remember the last time that |
got a cold back home in Australia, yet
every year when we go to South Africa |
seem to pick one up. I've got a chest cold
at the moment which | seem to have had
for six weeks or so

Of course, it doesn't help when Frank
telephones and | have to traipse off to
Silverstone for an all-day testing session.
Much as | like Silverstone, it does seem to
be a draughty old place

| can tolerate colds and flu, because |
don't think that they affect my racing too
much. What makes me really worried is
the effect on my health that these stupi-
dly stiff cars are going to have. They
really are bloody dangerous.

With three races to go after Holland, how
do you see your chances in the world
championship?

Well, in a word, they're going out of the
window. There's still a little ray of hope,
though: if | were to go well in the last two
or three races, and the others were to
have bad luck, then | suppose | could still
do it. Luck doesn’t seem to have been on

my sicde this year, though..
If I'm out of the picture by the time we go
to Las Vegas, then | shall concentrate on
enjoying the race and watching the
others fight it out. From what I've seen of
the circuit, | suspect that the best chance
would be to have a kart with a 500cc
engine: whoever starts from pole posi-
tion will probably win, providing of
course that his car doesn’t break down.
It's a circuit which is going to be new for
everyone. | think that it's going to be a
most interesting weekend.

a
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GERARD LARROUSSE
THE DRIVER WHO
TOOK CONTROL

Geérard Larrousse
and René Arnoux
swop places. The
team manager had
his first run in

= Renault’s F1 car last

winter, while Arnoux
took over the

| headset

It’s only six years since Gérard Larrousse drove his last
race. Even now, it’s not difficult to imagine that he still
wears Nomex under the formal suit and tie demanded by
his position as Director of Renault-Sports. More than any
other person involved in the management of an F1 team,
Larrousse still thinks and acts like an ex-driver. For al-
though there are dozens of ex-drivers involved in F1, Lar-
rousse is the one who knows best what goes on inside the
helmets of his own drivers.

by Eric BHAT.

he anonymous-looking little

Renault 45 purrs its way

through the traffic on to the

Peripherique, the clogged

dual carriageway which car-
ries trucks and cars around the outskirts
of Paris. Gerard Larrousse is commuting
from Renault HQ in central Paris to Viry-
Chatillon, home of the Regie's racing
team and one of its most closely-guarded
factories. He knows every inch of the
way, for his working life is divided
between the two: pure administration at
the one, competition business at the
other.

right moment, Gerard Larrousse talks in
a fascinating torrent of detailed informa-
tion. With barely a question to prompt
him, he spills out answers: his back-
ground, his personal ambitions, his ho-
pes for the team.

He has a lot to say about his own driving
career: about the many rallies in which
he competed, the long-distance races
with Matra, Porsche and others, the
handful of single-seater races and his
own brief spell in F1 back in 1974. | am
reminded that his career as a manager
has been crowned with successes at Le
Mans, on the Monte Carlo Rally, and (so

As he drives, he speaks. With the RS's  far) six times in Grand Prix racing, Larrousse’s ti

automatic box imperceptibly looking af-  One might imagine that a job at Renault e ;enr:;:'f.l;sf

ter the gearchanges, this normally silent  might sometimes make one feel that ane responsibility (Phot

man becomes almost chatty. Given the  was employed by an ogre without a soul. Bia f “g .
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The hidden face of Gérard Larrousse:
at Vitry-Chatillon he’s in charge of
everything. His work takes him from
the workshop to meetings with his
engineers to his own office. “I've
discovered that there's so much
more to motor racing as a team
mana’g':;, more than | ever realised
when | was driving.” (Photos B.
Asset/A + P).

Far from it: Gérard insists that his work
for the Regie is intrinsically delightful. ¢
has certainly not dampened his own am.
pition and enthusiasm for the sport, ang
one can see why his personality has im-
ressed itself on the racing team.
Rfevertheless, when Gérard Larrousse re-
tired from racing he found himself be-
hind the wheel of Renault's competitions
department, a much less manageable
machine than any that he had driven pre-
viously. But he refused to forget his men.
tality as a driver: and itis this relationship
between driving and managing which |
found most absorbing.
“My last competitive event was a rally,
the 1975 Tour of Corsica,” he began. “/'ve
always been sorry that/ retired after spin
ning off on one of the special stages. / fe/t
bad about quitting on a bad note like
that.”
He hung up his helmet and sent his ove
ralls to the dry-cleaners for the last time
With a collar and tie around his neck (he
still hates the formality), his new life be
gan, The Regie placed all its confidence
In him, and he drew upon all the expe-
rience that had come his way in hun
dreds of competitive events. He runs the
racing and rallying in exactly the same
way that he drove racing and rally cars.
The secret, he insists, is “an iron hand in a
velvet glove..."”
That “iron hand” manifests itself as fol-
lows: “/ can be horribly strict on some
points, that has been proved. | am thin
king mainly of the attitude which | require
from drivers vis-a-vis their team. | de-
mand absolute loyalty from them.
Nothing else will do. | think it has so-
mething to do with my own attitude as a
driver. | was employed in rallies by Al-
pine and Porsche, in racing by Porsche
and Matra. | always felt that | was driving
first for the team that employed me. |
don't believe that anyone should drive
Just for himself. In my team I'm a stickler
for discipline when it's required. If one of
my drivers gets side-tracked by personal

?.'or)’r: then [ insist that he gets back into
ine.

He hung up his helmet and sent his ove-
ralls to the dry-cleaners for the /ast time.
With a collar and tie around his neck (he
still hates the formality), his new life be-
gan. The Regie placed all its confidence
in him, and he drew upon all the expe-
rience that had come his way in hun-
dreds of competitive events. He runs the
racing and railying in exactly the same
way that he drove racing and rally cars.
The secret, he insists, is “an iron hand ina
velvet glove...”

That “iron hand" manifests itself as fol-
lows: “/ can be horribly strict on some
points, that has been proved. | am thin-
king mainly of the attitude which | require
from drivers vis-a-vis their team. | de-
mand absolute loyaity from them.
Nothing eise will do. | think it has So-
mqthm? to do with my own attitude as @
driver. | was employed in rallies by A-
Ppine he, in racing by Porsché
and Matra. | always felt that | was driving
first for the team that employed me. |
don't believe that anyone should drive
Just for himself. In my team /'m stickler
fa’d‘m ineé when it's required. If oné of
my drivers gets side-racked by persond!
w then 1 insist that he gets back int
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omeone who found this out
the hard way was Alain Prost
at the recent British Grand
Prix. When his pole position
was taken away from him by
Rene Arnoux, Prost made no secret of his
ersonal irritation. The engine in his own
car had blown up, forcing him to take
over the spare, and the rev-limiter in the
gpare car's engine is deliberately set a bit
lower than the race car’s. Prost realised
immediately that this would prevent him
from retaking pole position.. at the
expense of his team mate, René Arnoux
“Get the limiter off my car,” he told the
mechanics... only to meet a point blank
refusal from Larrousse.
“Being a team manager is a lot more
satisfying than being a driver,” insists
Larrousse. “But it's also much more diffi-
cult. When you're a driver, the only per-
son you have to worry about is yourself,
There's a thrill about looking after a team
which you don't get as a driver, because
you see all the problems which come up
And it’s your job to sort them out. You're
in complete control. This job has taught
me everything there is to know about
managing people. It's something which
never even occurred to me when | was
competing myself."”
In a way, this reply explains exactly why
Larrousse treated Prost in the way he did
at Silverstone. What decided Larrousse
to deny the rev limiter to Prost? His line of
thought was as follows: 1) Since the two
Renaults were already on the front row, it
would have been useless, and possibly
even dangerous, to have allowed their
drivers to fight for a faster lap time. 2)
Conditions at Silverstone place a lot of
demands on the en%ines. The high revs
permitted by the different limiter might
easily have caused engine failures down
the long straights. And 3) Because Alain
had won the previous GP, at home in
France, it was not inconceivable that Lar-
rousse would have preferred Armoux to
win here, a result which would have hel-
ped him to get over recent difficulties and
to give him back his self-confidence.
There is another thought which may
have occurred to Larrousse. At the cir-
Cuits, it is he who personally helps René
10 sort out his car. “We are a very close
couple,” he jokes, but the presence of
Amoux‘on pole position certainly owed
something to the personal intervention
of the Renault-Sports director.
Larrousse himself dismisses any such
suggestion. “There is no truth at all in the
suggestion that | favour René over his
team mate,” he says. “/ look after his car
because | like doing it. And it’s important
2" me to stay involved with the technical
Side of the team so that | can always bein
touch and continue to learn. Don't forget
that | knew almost naothing about For-
mula 1 when the team started. Some
Peaple say that a team manager should
not be allowed to engineer one of the
team's cars. But there are several ways of
running a teamn, Enzo Ferrari does it all by
;ﬂfeqhone. Frank Williams does it by
Tfam close to Patrick Head. And Ken
h}’ does it by making every decision
'mself. | do it in my own way: / stay in

Then there's the velvet glove side to Lar-
rousse. Once again, the former driver re-
Vveals himself. This is particularly true of
his relations with his own drivers, star-

ting with the way in which they are cho-
sen,

‘Because | know so much about driving
and everything it involves, | believe that
my approach to them is very different
from that of other team managers. Look
at Team Lotus. | can't understand this
business of staging a sort of competition
Invoiving half a dozen young hopefuls
W{Jo all ige!a few laps. That, for me, is Jjust
a joke. There's no way that you can Judge

a driver solely on the basis of his lap
times. You have to take a much broader
view, one which takes into account his
personality as well as his racing resuits
I'm not talking about his line of chat or his
personal charm, because neither of

those is at all impartant to me. What | try
to see in him are his driving qualities, the
sort of things that make a driver succeed
in the long run. There is no doubt that a
driver can be good one day and not so
0od the following day. It all depends an
ow he's handled and the motvation
which you give him. | don’t think there's a
driver in ;he wgld who doesn't respond
to a bit of mothering. "
Handling a drivels Moativating him?
Mathering him? It doesn’t sound the sort
of treatment that would work on the sup-
headstrong, ambitious and ta-
ented drivers of today's Grand Prix
scene. Gérard Larrousse goes on to ex-
plain: “what | mean is that a driver has to

Larrousse’s point is illustrated by one of
the most controversial yet brave deci-
sions of his management career. It was
when he allowed Jean-Pierre Jabouille
to leave Renault, only two days after the
driver had signed a contract for the next
year. “/ knew Jabouille too well. We'd
been working together for many years,
and l knew that if Jean-Pierre's heart was-
n't in his job, then it wasn't worth conti

nuing with him, Either he was 100 per
cent with us, with no doubts, or | had to
allow him to go. A contract is only a piece
of paper as far as I'm concerned. When
you think of the danger involved in cur-
rent Grand Prix racing, you simply can't
force a driver to work for someone if he
doesn’t want to. Take the case of Alain
Prost for example. People said that | offe-
red him more money to tempt him away
from Mclaren. That wasn't true. Alain
wanted to drive for us, just as | believe
that Jean-Pierre was fed up with driving
for us.”

Larrousse was accused of poaching by
the McLaren team, although at that time,
like most of the English-based teams,
those in charge were scarcely experts in
driver psychology to the same extent as
Larrousse. But the Frenchman was also
criticised for his carelessness in allowing
Jabouille to change camps. Today,
seeing the progress made at Talbot
thanks to  Jabouille's technical
knowledge, does he still think he did the
right thing? “It may have been a risk, but
then I've always taken risks in my job.
Frankly, if Jabouilie isn't determined,
he’s worthiess. But in partnership with
his brother-in law at Ligier, he's a valua-
ble asset.”

Gerard Larrousse's psychological talents
have also been tested this season. He's
cajoled Arnoux into being competitive
and determined again. The little French
driver had become disillusioned follo-
wing early season disappointments.
“Rene had a hard time,” explains Lar-
rousse. “He was depressed at the start of
the season, and | dvdn't think that he was
driving at his best. So | tned to explain to
him that there was absolutely no diffe-
rence between himself and Alan apart
from what he made of humsel. It was up
to him to make that difference. | think he
appreciated the fact and | think it will
make him a stronger and more mature
driver in future.” Rather than push a dni-

Larrousse also takes safety very se-
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OK, AYJAY?

Alan Jones

tZandvoort, forthe
second time in
three Grands Prix, |
found myself di-
cing for the lead
with the Renault driven by the
bloke whose column appears
on the page before mine in
GPl. Good driver, Alain Prost,
even though he can't spell his
first name right: between us, |
think we gave the big Dutch
crowd something to cheer

about.
The funny thing about Zand-
voort is that it seems to be
unlucky to arrive in the lead of
the world championship. |
was leading before last year's
race, in which | made the mis-
take that allowed Nelson Pi-
quet to take nine points and
into the championship

This year, it was my team
rmate Carlos Reutemann who
rmade the mistake, and once
again it was Nelson who be-
nefited It looks as though

 didn't handle’y JS’
F ) quite as gently as

dealing with when you're ra-
cing as closely as Alain and |
were at Zandvoort. On a face-
to-face basis, | hardly know
him at all, except to say “bon-
jour” at the driver briefings.
But | respect him on the track
and | think he feels the same
way about me. He has cer-
tainly found out that I'm ready
to take advantage of any mis-
takes he makes, because at
Hockenheim he had to let me
through when he moved over
too far when we were lapping
Arnoux, while at Zandvoort |
gat past him when he missed
a gear as we were lapping Sa-
lazar. Perhaps Alain would
like some lessans in overta-
king backmakers...

The Tarzan corner where we
found ourselves scrapping
this year is no place for the
faint-hearted. You brake from
maximum speed, close to 180
mph, down to perhaps 100
mph, and then you have to go
into & rarner which seems to

goonind on for ever. James

Hunitand Mario Andretti had a
clash of wheels there during
the 1977 GP which caused so
much bad feeling that they
were still arguing about it 12
months later.

This year, Alain was on the
inside line, just like Hunt was
four years ago, | held my posi-
tion on the outside. | like to
think that Alain didn't consi-
der pushing me off, althoug!
I'm sure that he knew his su-
perior power would enable
him to accelerate away from
the Tarzan before me. And
that's exactly what he did. |
tried to overtake him a couple
more tmes, but it was no
good. Must be nice to have a
turbo...

The world championship has
become interesting, hasn't it?
The Dutch GP has, ifanything,
left the issue even more open
than it was before: the spread
of points between the first
four before Zandvoort was 18
points, and now it's 14. With
three races to go, that means
there are up to 27 points in
dispute, so | suppose that any
one of us four could still do it

To some extent, the perfor-
mance of the turbocars at
Monza could affect the 1ssue.
In theory they shoud walk the
race, but those long, long
Straights can give the turbo
engines rather severe indiges.-
tion. And if Silverstone was
any indication, the Renaults

don't have all their reliability
problems behind them yet.
As far as our Williams cars are
concerned, I think we're going
to be OK at Monza. The chas-
sis were handling beautifully
at Zandvoort, at least they
were until the tyres started to
wear out. After everything
which | said about Goodyear
in Austria, though, | have to
accept the blame for the
choice of tyres in Holland. It's
going to be equally critical at
lonza - and tyres could de-
cide who will go to the last
races in North America with
the best chance of winning
the world championship. [

here’s one “silly sea-
son” rumour that | can
clear up for you right
away, I've made up my
mind. I've signed for
nother year with Renault. To
be est, it wasn't a difficult
5 to make. | had a num-
ber of offers, some of them
tempting, from a number of
other teams (space doesn't
it me to list them all

/) but in spite of those of-

: ers, | still have tremendous

fidence in Renault. Any-

v

 doors of our design shop
o 5

off the chassis to bring us
down to the minimum weight
limit. Qur current cars weig/
605 kilos at the start, which is
20 kilos too heavy. This
imeans that we're asking more
of our tyres than we 3
So I'm optimistic, as /'ve said.

made its race debut only four
months ago at Zoider. See
how much progress we've
macde in those four

Now it's notanly
but also reliable. Re

and.

The car wasn't competitive. |

43

———————



Ducarouge’s
influence has already
affected the
performance of
Alfa’s 179 (Photo

B. Asset/A - P)

A new partnership in
racing: Gérard
Ducarouge and
Mario Andretti.
{Photo B. Asset
A+P

‘DUCAROSSO”

Like so many other team managers, Gérard Ducarouge
left his post by the pit rail at Zandvoort to peer at the little
television screen in the Alfa Romeo team’s pit garage,
studying the times displayed on the screen. He searched
for Mario Andretti’s name, and might have glanced furti-
vely to see where Jacques Laffite stood on the provisio-
nal grid. Then with a quick smile to his wife, he walked
hurriedly back to the side of the track in the quick little
steps which are unique to him. Gérard Ducarouge was
back at work, the work that he loves. In fact his job had
begun ten days earlier, when the plane in which he was

travelling touched down at Milan's Linate airport.

erard .Ducarouge is now ad-
justing to a new life,and he'sa
success. Yet during the se
cond half of July, he was
unemployed. The second half
of August has seen him as busy as ever
There were long days of doing nothing at
Vichy after he'd been sacked by Talbot
Ligier. Now he doesn’t notice the days go
by, not even the nights. He throws him-
self into his work, as though he is now
getting his revenge for being sacked. The
scar left on his mind is now healing, rapi-
dly. Once again he's the centre of a
racing crew's attention.

It hasn't taken him long to regain his
confidence, shattered by his dismissal.
His enthusiasm is obviously as great as
ever, and within two weeks, his pride had
returned. His initial period with Alfa had
been fruitful, that is plainly obvious. Chiti
and Andretti were the first to appreciate
it. Ducarouge has always talked at length
about his cars and work, making sure
that everything was quite clear. With
such a strong line of chat, he might well

by Eric BHAT

be Italian anyway. He's already been
nicknamed “Ducarosso

Now the bitterness he felt at being
thrown out of the Ligier team 1S begin-
ning to fade, although the anger remains.
Ducarouge was a guest at two parties in
Vichy, both of which partly restored his
self-confidence, before he even joined
Alfa, The mechanics, who for so many
years had been at his beck and call, deci-
ded to show their appreciation in mid
July. Then there was a goodbye party at
Fontainebleau. Gerard prepared a few
words with which to thank his former
colleagues, but was so overcome with
emotion that his neighbour at dinner had
to read them out. The fact that others at
the table with whom he'd worked for so
long, were similarly overcome, gave him
some comfort. "It was a leaving party
that | shall never forget.” ‘

Less than ‘two weeks later, Ducarouge
was swigging champange in one of Mi-
lan’s biggest hotels. But this was no lea-
ving party. This was 1o celebrate his arri-
val at Alfa Romeo. He'd been working

—
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with Alfa Romeao for a week, but the first
fruits of his work had just become appa
rent

That same day the Monday before
Zandvoort - Andretti had tested at Monza
an Alfa Romeo 179C incarporating some
of Ducarouge’s ideas. The session had
gone well, Andretti was slightly quicker
than Laffite's Talbot-Ligier. One could
understand why Chiti wanted to cele
brate.

Since then, the ice has been broken
Anything that Ducarouge wants, he gets
He has carte blanche. His team think of
him as a saviour. “/t's both satisfying,
and maccurate. I'm not a savigur, mira
cles don't exist in motor racing. It's sim-
Py wark. | broaught to the team the bene-
fit of my knowledge and experrence. The
re's tremendous potential within the

s0n’s talents to their best advantage.
There's no reason why the team shoul
cn't soon be winnmma,”

ow has Ducarouge accomplis-
hed much in such short time?
The car was quick at Monza,
and a few days later, the pro
gress was confirmed at Zand

voort. After all, Mario Andretti and Bruno
Giacomelli haven't been regular top ten
qualifiers of late. Some people say that
Ducarouge brought rather more with
him than just his knowledge and expe-
rience, He arrived at Monza with a couple
of side pods which were fitted to the Alfa.

“It’s not that simple,” said Ducarouge in
denial. “Iif you could transform a racing
car with a pair of side pods, then eve-

team, and one Just has to use each per-"

\
%

v. larnved at

mn oy
my nor-
perience
directly,
from my
ulous to
5 pods are
f i ble from one car to another.
A car 1s made up of masses of matching
parts You start with the monor oque, 1
an Alfa monocoque is
that of a Ligrer

rchangea

very differe 0

Alfa Romeo's progress, according to Du-
carouge, is the fruit of twelve days inten

sive waork, “Twelve days anc .’wz"
mghts,” explains Ducarg
dit to the Alfa Romeo
doubly hard to get the jobdone. “In some
Ways, we were meh;m_r;, trying to do the
best we could with what we have b (
cause we ”ri‘l(’ {0 use up PM.\HH{] t‘f.P f"
rial, My mam worry, when we arry, “; -

Zandvoort, concerned the ,,,,,,-,W:",'u
and the suspension geometry bu'”"h
there were problems T [m}h ;nn"(--ml;';:rl
tried a lot of tifferent xux;u-nwu:;m' .
quratons and a new Side poc f'l””h

which resulted i an rnu)mwumﬁ “H';
“l)g_-!wm-'n A Second ancdl a half w.;u -
seconds a lap. | think we re rm;- ; o
NG Lo develop the car l('w'ww /{ e
pertect. We can stilf getalor ;;I ml»" /’ Sl
i, the bodywork shape could ha A
ved, and mechanical reliabfie r e
better. The work we've ¢ | apuiton

Tone ha o
quickly accomplishecl that ¢ nas been so

bt it s encouraging. ‘c’r‘V )‘Andre’n
Ll aging.” M i
and Bruno Gxa(ume\hr ove 1‘! e fact dy ‘

B I-

ve
JUge, giving cre
en who worked

b,

ring practice at Zandvoort, although two
accidents during the race faled to
confirm it.
Such progress boosts Ducarouge’s de
termination. He's still only a consultant to
the ltalian team, but not doubt a cantract
will soon come his way. Then he'll move
to ltaly, learn the language and continue
o work with the team. / reckon that i
ving seen what can be done in 15 days,
there's tremendous potential. In the
months to come, | have great hopes for
the team's new car."
In the space of two months, Ducarouge
has plunged the depths of despair having
been sacked, and re-emerged as a sé
viour. “Ducarouqge the engineer isnt
fe.wn’v for retirerment qust yet,” he jokes
‘My self-confidence suffered, but it's res
tored now. | know that f can do a good joP
for Aifa, n fact for any team. These last
few days have set my mind at rest, ' as
determined as ever. It's a good start, and
a kind of revenge, It's a revenge for eve
vone, as well as myself. “ Ducarouge 'S
back on form again. a force to be rec ko
ned with l
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RENAULT ELF
Renault RE 33:
Rene Arnoux (F)
Rermault RE 34:
Alain Prost (F)
Renault RE 32:
spare

The Renault team had been tes-
ting new engine setups at
Monza, but these are for next
year. The cars were mainly un-
changed, although Prost had
lighter and slightly different body-
wark. The front wing support, for
instance, was in one piece
Neither driver had any major pro-
blems, although Prost changed
his car's set-up on Friday evening
He asked for more rear wing, and
less front wing. It was obviously

the right solution, for Prost took
pole position on the Saturday, but
Arnoux was to start from the front
row as well. For the race, the two
Renault drivers chose different
compound Michelins, Prost on a
softer tyre than Arnoux. It was
clearly to his advantage, for Prost
was able to defend his lead when
challenged by Jones, while
Arnoux slipped down the field
and ultimately spun off. He was a
spectator when Prost won his se-
cond Grand Prix of the year
Prost's anly problem was a slight
vibration but it never worsened
Otherwise, he said that his car
was excellent.

PARMALAT
BRABHAM
Brabham-Ford BT 49/ 14:
Nelson Piguet (BR)
Brabham-Ford BT 49/12:
Hector Rebaque (MEX)
Brabham-Ford BT 49/9:
spare

The main c¢hange o the
Brabhams was that both front
and rear suspension geometry
had been changed to suit Goo-
dyear's tyres. Rebaque was back
i his regular car, it having been
ter its Osterreichring

Y
at concentrated on setting up
ar on full tanks during Satur

ring’s unofficial session.

and as at Osterreichring, he was
sufficiently pleased with the car to
want to leave it and use the spare
in the afternoon. Once again, the
spare was fitted with carbon fibre
brakes that glowed red hot under
braking. However, the spare was
quick enough for Piquet to set his
third fastest time on the Saturday

rnoon. Rebaque was 15th fas-

Piguet started the race an re-
latively soft Goodyears, using 13
inch tyres. The tyres caused
ove uring the early stages
of the race, so Nelson eased up. It
was a wise decision, for he caught
the similarly troubled Jones atthe
end of the race, and overtook him
to claim second place. Rebaque
had a lengthy battle with de Ange-
lis which he won, finishing an
eventual fourth
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TAG WILLIAMS
Williams-Ford FW 07C/ 16:
Alan Jones (AUS)
Williams-Ford FW 07C/ 17:
Carlos Reutemann (RA)
Williams-Ford FW 07C/ 15:
spare

The Williams team had extensi-
vely tested at Monza earlier in the
week which resulted in some de-
tail changes and a new set-up.
Reutemann had a new car which
gave him little trouble during tes-
ting, and he set fifth fastest time.
Jones, on the other hand, had a
couple of problems during the
unofficial sessions. On Friday he

had a shight fuel leak which was
qguickly repaired, and on Satur
day, the engine in the spare car
broke when Jones was setting the
car up with full fuel tanks. Howe-

ver, he was «n confident mood
and was fourth on the gnd. Both
drivers - un strongly durning the
opening stag although Reute
mann .oll‘eqd with Laffite when
trying 10 avertake v for fourth
place un the 19th lap Jones's
challenge for the lead faded at
half distance when his so ]
began to wear excessivety

nd in
the end, he had virtually no rub
ber on his left rear tyre and had to
allow Piquet 10 overtake and
claim second place

THEODORE

RACING :
Theodore-Ford TY 01/1

Surer ;
Yheodore-Ford TY 01/2:
spare

The Theodore team had new ae-
rodynamics for Holland As well
as new side wings, the
Theodore’s distinctive front wing
had been replaced by the fashio
nable nose fins. There were also

new front and rear tracks Wi
than the original, but not as
as those used in Austria
qualified in 20th place on the "
However, during the race, he y,,
troubled by ever worsening yip,
tion, After he had finished eiqf,,
it was found that the |y
between engine and gearbox |
worked loose, and that the |,
end was steering inself

ENSIGN

Ensign-Ford N 180 B/ 15:
Eliseo Salazar (RCH)
Ensign-Ford N 180 B/ 14:
spare

Salazar's Ensign was unchanged
but the second chassis had been
built up and was raceworthy. Sa
lazar crashed the car without too
much damage on the Friday and
qualified 24th fastest. The Chilean

driver had a lively race
rewarded by sixth place :
zar's first world champions
point. Nigel Bennet is curre:
putting the finishing touches to
the new monocoque which will
have an aluminium honeycomb
floor with carbon fibre and haney
comb upper sections

TYRRELL
Tyrrell-Ford 011/ 1:
Eddie Cheever (USA|
Trrrell—Fard or11/2:
Michele Alboreto (i)
Tyrrell-Ford 070/2:
spare

s in eighth place

suspension broke

Retir and other drivers'
problems allowed Alboreto in to
sixth place with only a couple of
Ips to go. only for his engine to
hreak cha I made
to the cars for Monza ar. sus

pension, aerodynamics and
weight distribution will all be revi:

sed

JOHN PLAYER
TEAM LOTUS
Lotus-Ford 87/3:

Elio de Angelis (1)
Lotus-Ford 87/4:

Nigel Mansell (GB)
Lotus-Ford 87/2:

spare

The Lotus cars had new side
pods, but no wider than before

The narrow versions are expected
10 be ideal for the 1ast two races of
the season on tight circuits - as
they were at Monaco - so the
team 1sn't making any changes 1o
the width. However. the shape of
the pods around the radiators nad
been changed. The front of the
pod had been slightly altered, and
the louvres over the air outflow
from the radiators had been dis
pensed with. The spare car’s sus-

PENSION geometry was altered to
accomodate low profile Goo-
dyear tyres, although this resul-
ted in little improvement. De An-
9elis's car was fitted with a bigger
airbox which gave more revs in a
straight line. However, both cars
had trouble on Friday, principally
with engines. The next day, new
Goodyears  which eliminated
therr understeer brought a smile
back 1o the faces of the Lotus

men. De Angelis qualified ninth
quickest, while Mansell was 17th
The Englishman's engine broke
on his second lap of the race, but
de Angelis went on to finish fifth
despite losing his battle with Re
baque.

RAGNO BETA
ARROWS
Arrows-Ford A3/5:
Riccardo Patrese (1)

rrows-Ford A3/3:
Siegfried Stohr (1)
Arrows-Ford A3/2:
Spare

The Arrows cars had three ditfe-
Nt rear suspensions. Patrese's
&3t Was the most modified. The
mﬂ Car had the new suspension
hag Seen in Austria, but to this
an been added a new rear rocker
rent S car. It was of a diffe-

Construction to Arrows's nor-

Mally tybylg,
MOre solid, Stgnre e o0

fitted with the pre-Austria suspen
sion. Furthermore, Patrese’s car
had the more rerent aerodynamic
set-up with two small front fins
instead of the we front wing, as
well as a different rear wing. Pa-
trese went off the track on Friday
when the thiottle stuck open, anq
was unhappy with his Pirelli tyres
lack of traction. He qualified tenth,
while Stohr was 21st on the grid
neuve ¢ .nw ar it start which
damaars i+ tront suspension,
bﬂ: he climbed up 1o eighth be-
fore retiring Siohr had a tyre
burst, but continued, after a pit
stop to have it changed, to finish
seventh. Arrows's new car may
now not be ready before the end
of the season

ATS WHEELS
ATS-FORD HGS/ 1:
Slim Borgudd (S)
ATS-Ford HGS/2:
spare

The ATS was fitted with a narro
wer gearbox and a smaller and

lighter gearbox oil pump. This
had tnmmed two kilos off the
car's weight. The aerodynamics
were as at Osterreichring, with
the smaller front wing. Borgudd
qualified 23rd on the grid but ne-
ver featured strongly. After a pit
stop for a new tyres, he finished
tenth and last

. Stohr's car was still
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MARLBORO
ALFA ROMEO
Alfa Romeo 179D/01:
Mario Andretti (USA)
Alfa Romeo 179B/03:
Bruno Giacomelli (1)
Alfa Romeo 1798/06:
spare

Both race cars had new side
wings influenced by Ligier. no
doubt attributable to Gerard Du-
carouge's recent appaintment to
the team. The revised profile
meant that the aerodynamic pres-
sure point was further back. For
this reason, the rear tyre deflec-
tors had been taken off both race
cars, and the cars were also fitted
with old rear suspension for the
same reason. Andretti's D-
specification car was an

C chassis, fitted with straighter
exhausts, also similar to Ligier's
He qualified an excellent seventh

fastest, despite understeer whict
troubled both drivers. Further
more, Andretti had a problem
with the side pods detaching
themselves, and also rear shock
absorbers. Harder springs impro
ved the car, Giacomelli qualifying
14th. Andretti damaged his front
wing on Reutemann's car at the
start and had to pit for a new one
Ten laps from the end, the car
suddenly left the track for no ap-
parent reasc 1 the dmerican dni-
ver bein:y shgntly »art. Giacomel-
li's front suspension was dama-
ged in the Villeneuve incident and
later the Italian crashed, an explo-
ding tyre: beng biamed

MARLBORO
MCLAREN
Marilboro-Ford MP 4/3:
John Watson (GB)
Marlboro-Ford MP 4/ 1:
Andrea de Cesaris (l)
Marlboro-Ford MP 4/2:
spare

The spare car was fitted with wi-
der front track and various parts
of a different construction. Wat-
son tried this car, but preferred his
race car. However, the team was
cut 10 ene when de Cesaris cras-
hed his car badly on Saturday af-
ternoon. The car had been han-
dling differently in left and right
hand corners, and had also suffe-
red a brake problem. De Cesaris
went straight on at Tarzan and
into the tyres. The most positive
int about the aceident was that
the carbon fibre chassis held up
I, onty showing signs of

link mountings

s in the monaco-

que. As the spare car was unavai-
lable, de Cesaris was unable 1o
start from 13th on the grid, while
Watson set eighth fastest time.
Watson was heading for fourth

place when his

; Bngine started
misfiring. Then the ENgine stop.

ped completely, probab i
electrics, 22 laps from :h; er:Jne i

jM OSELLA
1/04:

Gabbiani (1)

5*;55}2..:0@;: 1/02:

gpare

had started badly for
;I:: g:eelra team. Gabbiani had
crashed at Monza, and in the first
session at Zandvoort, he crashed
again. missing the afternoon’s
qb,ghfqu. The car never handled
the same again and he failed to
qualify The team had two of the
new short stroke Cosworths, and
normal engines. Jarier quali-
fied 18th but was in seventh place

MARCH
GRAND PRIX
March-Ford 811/06:
Derek Daly (IRL)
March-Ford 811/05:
spare

Six kilos had been trimmed from
Daly's race car, while the spare
car had been considerably modi-
fied for slower circuits. It has new
Tear suspension similar to McLa-
eN's consisting of a three piece
upright and a one piece lower
wishbone, pltis new rocker arms

after 28 laps when h
and third gears. Ose
was due to be unveiled at M
the week after Zandvoort. It v
be smaller and lighter thar
current car

The front track is three inches
der. and the rear track two inches
wider. Daly had to use this car
after his race car's engine blew on
Friday morning. The next day his
engine dropped a valve half way
through the final qualfying ses-
ssion, but Daly kept his almost ha-
bitual 19th spot on the grid. After
the warm-up, the team was confi-
dent and Daly was challenging
Rebaque for 12th place afier five
laps when a rear suspension plate
broke.

TALBOT GITANES
Ligier-Matra JS 17/04:
Jacques Laffite (F)
Ligier-Matra JS 17/03:
Patrick Tambay (F)
Ligier-Matra JS 17/02:
spare

There were no aerodynamic
changes to the Ligiers as had
been expected. but Tambay's car
had been updated and was simi

lar to Laffite’s. In addition, Tam

bay's monocoque had been
strengthened around the cockpit
and the rear end. and the car was
fitted with an additional fuel 1ank
maunted on top of the main tank
However. it was a different tank to
that seen in Austria. Tambay's car
hlew up and caught fire a1 the

of Fniday's first session, but
fire damage was shght. Laffite’s
main problem was with brakes on
the Friday. and traffic on Satur
day. Laffite quabfied sixth and
Tambay was eleventh. The laner
had an accident with Pironi on the
second lap, while Laffiie lost
fourth place on lap 13 when an
accident with Reuternann left the
car in the Tarzan catch fencing
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| FERRARI SEFAC

| Ferrari 126 C/0518:
Gilles Villeneuve (CDN)
Ferrari 126 C/0508:
Didier Pironi (F)
Ferrari 126 C/054:
spare

The only change to the Ferrans
was that Pironi’s car ran without

astest time. Ville-
nly 16th guickest,
that the Ferrans
their skirts faster than
oth ars. Neither driver had
rtunity to do that du
race Villeneuve's race
0 yards after he was
1 between two other

the first corner, and T
gled with Pironi ar
lap. After a long pit s
rejoined anly for the steerir
hreak

S “ FITTIPALDI
N Fittipaldi-Ford F8C/3:
Keke Rosberg (SF)
Fittipaldi-Ford F8C/4:
Chico Serra (BR)
Fittipaldi-Ford F8C/2:
spare

Fittipaldi team returned to the
ay In Holland, but still without
the major sponsor. However, the
s were fitted with Pirell) tyres
2 first ime. The two cars dif
tered in aerodynaimic set-up, Ros
7 using a ing wing, while Serra

all fins. Both drivers were
engine trouble, and
Serra a 1ad brake problems
Neither car qualified

CANDY TOLEMAN
Toleman-Hart TG 181/5:
Brian Henton (GB)
Toleman-Hart TG 181/4:
Derek Warwick (GB)
Toleman-Hart TG 181/2:
spare

Henton had a new chassis which
was some 20 kilos lighter than the
previous Tolemans, It also had a
revised bottom section to the ,
chassis and a different water sys-
‘tem, But the biggest change was "%
the reppearance of Brian Hart's
monobloc engine. This engine B
first appeared at Hockenheim.
The engine is cast in one piece,
there being no cylinder head
gasker. It's very difficult to build,
but one of its main advantages is

l that it disperses heat more

ciently throughout the
Henton hoped that this en
would give the car better &
ration, and on Friday he set
fastest time within minutes of the
§lant of the session. The car then
sufferad inercooler trouble. The
next morning, the engine broke a
drive belt and the pistons hit the
valves, 1o Brian Hart's immense
disappointment. 1 Henton had
10 defend his 22cnd spot with the
older spare car, which proved Im
possible. Warwick had an older
unit, and after a crash on Friday
failed to qualify on Saturdav
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NEW MAZDA RX7 SERIES 2

England’s largest Mazda RX7 Dealer announce the new
Series 2 Mazda RX7 from only £8,699 ex-works, with the
sensational 140mph Elford TURBO RX7 version available
from £10,199. Full range of Mazda 323, 626, 929 and
Commercial Vehicles available ex-stock from England’s most
progressive Mazda dealer.

THE WORLD CHAMPION’S WITH US-
WHYAREN'T YOU?

Sales: 35a-37 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage, N.W.6.
01-328 7714/7727/7738.

LONDON

e R
- GRAND PRIXN°39

ITALY
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er excellence is a way of life, the swin.
g&ir:‘\;ns extra length, finer filter and the be:

g1s to Rothmans King Size. #£00
st tobaccos money can buy#
give you true King Size flavour. Rothmans King Size really satisfies,.#
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