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D ear H a n s

Here is my report on the May meeting of thc Ccrcle.

As you vill gather from thc address, I am in the United
States at present. I expect to be passing through
'<<ashington within the next day or two and shall ask
o ur E m b a s s y t o send this letter to you in their bag.

I expect to be back in South Africa about the end o fJuly and shall get in touch with you than,

Our daughter Barbara Burger mill know our.whereabouts
in the meantime.

Yours s i n ce r e l y

H L T Taswel l
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"Y i must be surprised. to be at a meeting like this and t o
fi a gr oup of people so wall disposed to you in South Africa . "

That was a comment made to me by a ne w me mber o f th e Ccrc'at the May meeting. The number of partiipants on t h i soccasion was greater than previously. The British and the
American representation was considerably larger. One
m ember o f t h e Hou s e of Lords and iwo members o f t h e
House of Commons were present and two assistants to a
member of the American Senate.

I gave a talk for about 25 minutes on the South African
position which appeared to be well received. M onsieur P i n a y ,t he P r e s i d e n t , commented favourably on it.

I covered the following points:

(a) Our great importance to the I(est as a source of mineralw eal t h .

(b) Our strategic position on the oil route around thc Cap

( c) The formidable build-up of Russian naval strength in thc
Indian Ocean; the bases and naval facilitics the Soviet Um'Qn
had obtained; and the potentially commanding position in
w hich Ru s s i a n s now found themselves a st r i d e t he o i l r ou t e sfrom the Persian Gulf to Europe a nd Jap an .
(d) Russia's expanding influence in Africa, its military
anh economi c aid to African count r i e s .
(e)
draf t co

) The T u r n h a l l e Co n f er en c e on South West Af i ds r c a an t h cnstitution proposed after deliberations lasting
shout 15 mo@ths in whIch all the national groups in theterritory ha d parficipated on a basis of eq uality.

( ) While there was a call for majority rule in South(f)
Africa, people were inclined to overlook the position in
the rest of Africa with its preponderance o f i l ' tdictatorshi s e o m i ar y

ships, one party systems of g o v e r n ment t r i b a lconflict vast n umber o f r ef u g ee s , increasing populationand falling standards of living.

( ) Sou t h
p ol i c o f s

g Africa s population structure and b l .y separ ate development, improvements in thepro e ms , i t s
appl i c a t i on of that policy', s tandard s of l iand h a l t h f o 11 t ' oor a se c t i o n s of the population far higher

an ose in the rest of Africa; economic a nd i n dachievements far greate t h t h
an n us t r i al

r an c rest of Africa.

(i) South Africa's desiesire to improve relations with Africa.



I found a keen awareness of the importan ce of South Africa's
strategic position and its mineral resources.

R. desia The position in Rhodesia was set out objectively
b a representative from that country. While r ea d y t o f i rd.
a n accep t a b l e a nd r ea s o n a b l e solution to the principle of'
majority rule, he pointed out that whenever Rhodesia made
a concession it was followed by further demands or
restrictions from abroad. An example was the re-imposition
of the chrome boycott by the United States e ven t h o u g h
Rhodesia had accepted the principle of majority rulc
within two years.

Zair e Mo r o c co and Fr e nc h s u ~o r t
The support given by Franec to Morocco in providing
military aid to President Mobuto was lauded by a prominent
member of the Cercle. N o sooner h a d t h e M o ro e c a n s
Gppeare d i n Sh a b a , h e s a i d , t h a n t h e Cu b a n s w ithd r e w ,
Ibad the West been prepared to give the same support t o
Unita in Angola, the Cubans would n c v c r h a ve gai n e d t h e
control they now have in that country.

The reason for Morocco's intervention was long term self
d efence . Mor o cco saw further Russian influence in Africa
as a th r ea t t o itsel f'. It accordingly felt that the expansionof such influence s hould b e checked wh e r e v e r po ss i b l e .
R ussia w a s aiding Algeria greatly and had also established
a large arms depot in Libya with the

approval of PresidentK hadaf i . That arms depot was formerly under Russian guard.
I t w a s n o w u n d e r C u b a n g u a r d . The arms d e po t w hi chi nc l u ded a l a r g e variety of sophisticated equipment could

moment.
be put to use for an attack on Morocco at the appropriate

T here wa s a suspicion that the Russians a lso h a d a secondarms depot somewhere in Africa,

Giscard d'Zstaing's a ct i o n i n supporting Morocco inZair e wa s sharply contrasted with the c urren t A m e r i ca nand European suicidal policy in A frica.
Not o n l y d i d

r eady t o r e c o gn i z e communist terrorists a s l e a d e r s .

they want majority rule at virtually any price but they wee

Europe and A me r i c a w e re also giving financial aid toterrorist movements.

H orn o f Af r i c a

Eritrea, Somalia, the coming independence of D j i bo u t i

Note was taken of the current problems in Ethiopia, Sudan,

and Egyp t ' s p o s s i b l e p ~~ role in aiding Sudan.Saudi Arabia was known to be trying to
c ounte r R u s s i a ninfluence in Somalia.



S aud i Ar ab i a

' w Arab world. has begun to become increasingly unreliable
far as the USSR is concerned, thanks to the important

~le Saudi A rabia is playing in drawing Arabs away from
the Soviet Union. Saudi Arabia has influenced Egypt,
given aid to Morocco (and Zaire) and is working on Iraq.

Nato an d R u s s i a
Several speakers stressed the importance of expanding
Nato's area of operations to include the Southern Atlantic
and the Cape route. They saw a growing menace to the
West and South Africa in the expansion of Russian influenre
i n A f r i ca .

While there was a ready admission in Nato itself that the
Soviet Union was greatly increasing its military strength
on a world wide scale, many politicians were reluctant to
speak out on this. Those who warned of the e ver i n cr ea s i r g
strength of Russia were often referred to as "d.oom watch e r s ' .

A British speaker remarked that it was incongruous that
while Russia was building up its military strength, the
U K Chiefs of Staff should be studying further cuts i n d ef a ce
spending.

Russia was spending about 10-12+yo oi its gross national
product on defence as against 6.7% by the United States
and $.7>. by Britain. In a decade Russia's defence
expend.iture had jumped from 25 to 51 million roubles.

Detente was seen as an abandonm nt of any aggressive activity
on the part of the West and a willingness to give a id t o th e
Russians who are out to destroy the West.

If the Rest spent more on defence, it was s een as b ei n g b a d
for its economy. The Russians, however, could afford to
go ahead. and increase their defence expenditure because
of Western economic aid.

Against this background it was interesting to note that the
Russians contended that the only obstacle to disarmament

w as Wester n d ef en c e .

')Phile much propaganda was being directed against multi-
national corporations, it was to these very organizations
tha t Russia turned for assistance in build.ing up its own
industrial development.

Russia's basic policy was one of continued armament while
preaching detente and peaceful co-existence.

Russia's strength and foreign influence today was s uch t h a t
the Soviet Union was in a position to blackmail other



countries into co-operating with it because o f t h e i r
gereral weakness. Th e So v iet Union was casting a political
shadow over Europe and. doing everything in its power to
er Nlc communists to gain control of all countries on the
cc' eminent.

Britain If Labour werc to remain in power, it would not
be long before Britain became a fully fledged Marxist

s ta t e .
That opinion was expressed by a British M.P. He pointed
out that in 1973 the number of Marxists in the House of
Commons was 38. Their number had since risen to 83.

Hc took heart, however, from the fact that the Conservatives
were increasing their strength. In a recent by-election,

moreover, Labour had lost a seat to the Conservatives
because trade union members who were dissatisfied with
Labour had actually gone to the polls and voted for the
Conservatives instead of merely refraining from voting
a s had happened previously. He hoped this trend. would
continue as dissatisfaction with Labour appeared. to bc on
t hc i n c r e a s e .

France Sh irac's recent victory in Paris in the face of an
tncrease in leftist victories in the rest oi' the c ount r y

was looked upon as a hopeful sign. This was particularly
so in view of his d,eclared determination to fight the
"battle of France" and wi n i t .

If the communists were, however, to gain cont ro l i n Fr an ce -
and they are well organized — it was felt that there would
be such strong demonstrations against Giscard O'Estaing
that hc would have to r es i g n .

France would then no longer bc a partner in Nato. T his w cu l d
l ead t o a " Fin l a n d i za t i or f ' o f Eur o p e .

~Ital Andre otti's position is a very difficult one. Hs hss
a minority government with majoritysupport . To su r v i ve
it is expected that he will have to give more say to the
communists. Whether Italian ingenuity will make this a
practical proposition remains to be seen.

~B ain isith sons 150 parties participating in the elections
in Spain, the position was to say the least a confusing one.
There was nevertheless a feeling that the communist s w o u ld
play an important roice It was not thought that they

w ou$d gain a m ajori t y of seat s . But a so- ca l l e d d e mocra t i c
camp which could keep out the rightists would be a danger.



ld5

~P ortu a l

A Portuguese, who formerly held. a position of importance
in tuga l, described the situation in that country as
pre r i c tus.
Only about $p of thc present Cabinet Ministers c ould b e
described as competent.

The Socialists, though technically in power, do n ot h a v e
real authority in Portugal. They are in fact just a camouflage
for the Communists. If thc Socialists are able to remain in
office, the Communists will eventually bc in full charge af
t he c o u n t r y .

If the Socialists were to resign, another government with
Communist backing would corrie into power, unless great
pressure could be brought to bear on the Preaident to
make an adjustment. This would require a united. army to
give him full support.

The financial position of the country is such that, if the
government does not succeed in obtaining a large loan from
the West, it will bc insolvent.

West German

lf France should go communist, Italy and Spain will almost
certainly go the same way. West Germany will accordingly
find herself isolated.

What will her position then bc'?

A leading German representative put it this way: " The f a t e
of France is thc fate of Germany and. the fate of Germany
is the fate of France."

United States

The situation in Washington with thc Carter administration
in power was commented on by close observers — both
American and foreign. Herc is a summary of their principal
o bserv a t i on s . '

A battle is going on for the mind of President Carter.
His advisers are mostly Georgians, incxpcrienccd in
international affairs and with a poor knowledge of geography,

Carter's cabinet is basically conservative.

On foreign policy, maj or decisions will be made by Carter
himself. He is like Truman and. Kissingcr in this respect.

Carter made a favourable personal impression during his
v i s i t t o t h e U K o


