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) Aldis’ Spring heart s
filled with serenity and
\ overflowing happiness...
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TRULY, YOUR
TENDER

DEVOTION
BRINGS ME
MUCH JOvY.

&) MY ARSENAL, |»
S vuus? [




I~ HAPPINESS,
1 woup 1

WISH IT IS TO
ASSIST MY
SISTER...
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RESTORE MY
LASTONIA AND

SETTLE ALL
CONFLICT...
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Aldis, pretty
and shining!
Yes! | can
play her!
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beautiful
waiden
thanks to
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These
are her
feelings!



BY HERSELF
YESTERDAY AND
&€, ooNTTAKTO
66\ ANYONE.
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SHE SAT THERE

HER FACE IS
DISTURBING...
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\ HEY, BABE.

Origeld’s lonely
winter heart...




YOU'D LOOK AT
PRETTY WITHOUT  TM|S.
THAT BRUISE!
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WHAT
T'LL BRING ARE YOU
YOU TO YOUR DOING,

SENSES!
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(" TeK! T FEEL
. siek! 7L (4P
. SOBER UP
> ELSEWHERE]

BUT THAT GLUY
ATTACKED ME




= — "\ POS'T THOU THINK ‘

I WILL BIRTH
MYSELF
ANEW!
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I AM DEFEATED BY
THE FICKLENESS

}, OF / $
‘; DESTINY!

CANS'T THOU
SEE MY
PRIVATE

AEON!
MY OWN PATH
SHALL T
CHOOSE!
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WHERE DID
YOU GET A j
WATCH LIKE [/
THAT?
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DON'T MESS (-
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IT SEEMS AH! ' e
SHE ISN'T SCARY... %g o
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A FIGHT 3 THIS!
BETWEEN J——
SUKEBAN®?
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WERE BUT
DROSS BEFORE
AMBITION?
"TIS OF MY
KING I SPEAK!

| shaiL 1 Love [V

THE BETRAYER |/,
AND MURDERER |/ |
OF AN INNOCENT

THE DISCARDER AND
IMPRISONER OF A
HINDRANCE SEEN?!




. ALDIS, THOU
| ART MISTAKEN!

\

T'IS HATRED |

THAT IS |

THE SOLE !
MEASURE!

| MASUMI-
| KUN?

/.
b

HIMEKAWA
AND MAYA
KITAJIMA'S
PRACTICES
HERSELF,

{
A

| DID YOU HEAR

' CHIGUSA

TSUKIKAGE 1S
GUIDING...




EVERYBODY
KNOWS THERE
WAS A BIG
MISCAST WITH
ALDIS AND
ORIGELD.

NS
N

AND IT SEEMS
THERE was WOMAN WHO

SUGGESTED
NO TURNING
BACK. THE ROLE

ASSIGNMENT

|
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T'M HEARING
IT FROM YOU

FORTHE .|

FITTED AYUMI T | i P
HIMEKAWA'S : ‘ A
IMAGE DOWN ) _ 7/
TOAT, THE ELEGANT i ) oy I A?QY#_I :lg\(iléTM
RIGHT? AND DISTIN- | :
GUISHED == | OPFOSITE oF
7 ||

I HAVE NO
IDEA WHAT
GOOD CAN
COME FROM
THIS.

7 IF THE TWO

/ PRINCESSES IS A
FIASCO, MAYA

’ KITAJIMA WILL BE
BLACKLISTED FROM

INDUSTRY,
WON'T SHE?

HIMEKAWA WILL
THE ENTERTAINMENT

OuT OF THE
TWO, AYUMI
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THAT'S OBVIOUSLY, | THAT WAY IT'LL BE CLEAR | O coukes
WHAT THE MAYA KITAJIMA SHE WILL,
TO EVERYBODY THAT
INSIDERS ~ CAN'T COMPARE| \ MASUMI-
TH'NK/ [ *
K (#‘ y | THE CRIMSON GODDESS. =
= \ A

That 1727 ~

== OF COURSE!
U | Lo . PRINCESS
e 2 | AT, ——  ORIGELD WILL
=R e——— GETALL THE
- | GPOTLIGHT!
MAYA O\ \
KITAJIMALL ““ \

MAKE A FOOL .
OF HERSELF 60 | N @l
WE WON'T HAVE h '

TO WAT FOR “ ,

CHIGLISA ‘

TSUKIKAGE'S ) “ﬁ

DEADLINE. [N\

=
{ BUT IF IT'S
\ ABOUT THAT GIRL,
L 2 I THINK WE
SHOULDN'T JUMP
TO CONCLUSIONS.

YOU NEVER

KNOW, ANYTHING <
COULD HAPPEN :
WITH THAT 1%.




LONE WEEK LATER
TR

Y& SNATS,

ALDIS WILL BE
THE FIRST TO
ATTEMPT TO
OBTAIN THE (
DOWAGER QUEEN'S |

ROSARY. ]

LET'S BEGIN

AND NEXT
ORIGELD WILL
TAKE IT AWAY
FROM HER.

s ——_ /'

AN ACTION
MAYA, You 15 ALWAYS
HAVE THOUGHT PRECEDED
OF HOW ALDIS BY A MOTI-
WOULD OBTAIN VATION.
THIS ROSARY,

HAVEN'T YOU?




THAT ROSARY
IS REALLY
BEAUTIFUL, AND
I WANT IT FOR
MYSELF.

/ (_Taking the
‘\\~ rosary
& away
I 0 from
it directly from \Q AldlS/

the Powager

The Powager Queen’s rosary...
Those rubies are huge.
lt’s so beauﬁ)ful...

N Lers ALRGHT! =
— BEGIN! ’
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Aldis! I'm
Aldis! And
this is my
The Dowager arandwother!

i

e

SIS




THY YOUTH THY
VALUING OF
MEMORIES DOTH

AH!
ROSARY,

A\ IT IN CELEBRATION.

T'WAS MANY A
/ YEAR PAST, AND FROM
THIS ROSARY A || wrHENCE
ﬂsMégg:%O“S Key TO THOsE || oip You
. MEMORIES. GET IT?
\ A
AND WHEN MY SON, |
THY FATHER AND : Tﬁ%ﬁ?&"p
OUR KING, Was ||
BORN, AROUND HIS || |
NECK DID T FASTEN|| |

74

IN AN INSTANT,

THOUGHT THAT
IT BECAME HIS
MAJESTY'S
TALISMAN.

4
1

T'WAS MY | GOD REST HIS SOUL,
| T'WAS A GIFT OF HIS
{

MOTHER'S.

SUCH A
WONDROUS

|
]

A MEMENTO?



YES, IT 15,

THEN... PRECIOUS IS
YOUR ROSARY...

Ol ‘\\\'

/'l What should
| do? | can’t

[ /
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3 \ _ iinsist...
) o That rosary

f is a freasure .
| for grandma! 4 Ji\

\ s

Aldis can't —
do it! =

Y I canT, \
I CANT ~ =~ TSUKI- \
GO ON... S~ | KAGE- \

| SENSEL...
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IT'D BE TAKING
AN IMPORTANT
MEMORY AWAY
FROM GRANDMA,
AND THAT'S TOO
MUCH...

h \

}

f
|

TAKING THE
DOWAGER
QUEEN'S ROSARY
AWAY FROM
HER...

I I PLANNED TO OBTAIN IT
THROUGH FLATTERY,
BUT AFTER HEARING
THOSE WORDS 1
CAN'T...

\,\

|

ISN'T SHE,

avsis Y|
A VERY |\
SENSITIVE
GIRL...

/ \

P | T'M SURE ALDIS |
WOLILD HAVE
THOUGHT THE |
SAME. |
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AS YOU CAN READ IN
THE SCRIPT, ALDIS IS
THE POWAGER QUEEN'S
FAVORITE GRANDDAUGHTER,
THE ONLY ONE SHE LOVES

AND TRUSTS.

NOW T'LL TELL
you Agout
THE POWAGER
QUEEN'S
FEELINGS.

THESE
ARE ALDIS'

| FEELINGS...

THOSE
ARE ALDIS’
FEELINGS,
Mmava!’

COME ON, TRY
EXPRESSING ALDIS'
FEELINGS.
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BUT FOR IT'S BEAUTY
I WOULDS'T HAVE

THAT YOUR
ROSARY WAS
SUCH A PRECIOUS
THING, T HAD




£ g ( Bk
ﬁﬁ\ AND OBEDIENT |

|OFALTHE e
| DENIZENS OF [ [ — =~
THE KINGDOM,

BESTOW IT
UPON THEE.

Her acting is
s0 natural!

IT WILL NOT BE
MINE FOR LONG.

TREASURE IT AS T
HAVE, ALDIS.

AS IT T'WAS
YOURS...




\m\“““//« : OH! ALDIS GOT
THE ROSARY!

Now is

Origeld’s

tum...

My turn!
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| wmust take the
rosary away
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o AN\
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| must aet
according fo
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OF SUCH
GREAT
IMPORT...

YET NOUGHT
CANST 1 DO?
I AM UNLOVED.

OH! WHAT
BEAUTY! FROM
WHENCE DID

WITH SUCH EASE | [
DO THEY BESTOW |
YET Never  PRECIOUS THINGS... |
TO ME...

HOW PLEASED
YOU MUST BE,
ALDIS? SO

| Tis NoT
YOU ARE |  TRUE,
ADORED! ) &ISTER!




BUT
SISTER...
THAT IS...

",
(_/

)/ /N

\
WOuULDST You |
GIVE ME THE |

| / l \\\\\\N D

TS 5 3

SUCH A THING you  TRUE! |[™ . T'LL GIVE YOU MY
COULDST NOT PART [ AS BEAUTEOUS) NECKLACE!
WITH FOR ME! IT 1S, MUCH
X TO YOUR

THINK LIKE |
THAT, SISTER! || .




GRANDMA
BEQUEATHED
HER TREASURE
UPON ME...

UPON MY
HONOUR
DID I VOW
TO KEEP IT
SAFE...

'\1 ‘&}? N
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EVEN OUR ON BY
TRUCULENT AND YOUR
UNCTUOUS KIN...
GRANDMOTHER
BESTOWS HER
TREASURES TO YOU. .

I HAVE YEARNED
FOR SUCH LOVE.

A HAPPY TIME WITH FONDNESS
REMEMBERED DO I RECALL
MY TIME WITH

Sister...

A'FORE MY
FREEDOM BARRED,
AND MY MOTHER
WELL AND HAPPY.




lt’s a memory
of her grand-
mother...

Why do | feel
like this?

MANY THANKS,
ALDIS.

SO TEMPERATE

ARE YOU.

BE OF EASE,
IsHALL [
TREASURE IT.

AND LET IT
y BE WELL

1‘ ATTENDED.

PLEDGE ME
THIS.

| WELL, DO

\ BESTOW [T
ON YoU,

‘\\ ORIGELD.

GRANDMA IS

YET, MAY THIS BE A
CONFIDENCE BETWIXT US?
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ML ereaT comporT
AS YOU SaY, ) WOLLLD IT BE
SISTER. T | ) TO BELIEVE THAT
' A GRANDMOTHER
BESTOWED THIS
TO ME...

...AS A PLEDGE
OF AFFECTION.
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IN THIS [
INSTANT? |
|

( GRANDMA
}  SHALL NOT

{ BEGRUDGE

ACCOM-
PLISHED!
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4 BEGRUDGE THAT
| BELOVED GIRL!
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LASTONIA ROSARY!
FROM THE

SHADOWS... l
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__—— | ADORNMENT IS

| ’ SEEN, THE
THUS 00 T SECURE \'. » N coWAGER ueen .
; —— | HALDORA'S
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QUEEN'S |
SUPPORT...
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%!. ) _THATIAM
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A p /4 GUEEN'S |
AR 7/ FAVOLIRED
W g ‘ GRAND- |
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REGARDING V)
TODAY'S \

SALS
MAYBE SHE'S HARD...
A BIT TIRED.




’\, SOME NOTES ABOUT THIS CHAPTER. ./\
.h/‘ By Nikou
The R.osary ’
[
‘/ . Wearina of a3 R.osary that one \‘
‘\‘ actually uses 10 pray is neither

uNCoOMMON NOr sacrileaious in
various Catholic-adherent cultures,
"\' and was a common practice in the
Medieval and R.enaissance periods.
# In the ISth and Ith centuries it
appears to have Been Quite normal
and fashionaele t0 wear rosaries
!\" around the neck, at least amona
the nos.ility. R.osaries are also
worn hanaing from or |looped
over a Belt, particularily with some
.. /\ reliaious hagits, pinned to and
hanaing from a shoulder or

../\

neckline, or wrapped around a  ‘Portrait of a Lady in White ’
wrist or arm as a Bracelet. ey Moretto da Brescia '\‘
m’
Sukeran ' p
‘\, Sukegan (R /1) means Teenace female delinquent or ..‘/‘
.. /\ BOss Girl in Japanese, eauivalent to the male sancho. PN
The common sianifiers of sukegan (descriged By the
Japanese police in 1980s pamphlets as "omens of \/”
downtall™) incude Briahtly-dyed or permed hair, and ‘\‘
’\ “ modifications of the school uniform such as wearing 4
coloured socks, rolling up the sleeves and lengthening
=~ the skirt. Sukeean may engaae in activities such as
' stimulant use, shoplifting, theft, prostitution and .‘,\
” / violence, sut if arrested, they can e charaed with
. \ the lesser offence of ‘pre-delinquency’.
% Sukegan characters can Be found in titles such as
Fruits Basket, Sailor Moon or Shimotsuma ,\ "
\/’.’ Monoaatari (Kamikaze Girls) a novel that was
l\‘ later made into a movie and manaa.
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