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WE ARE STILL
IN THE SHED,

| COULD HAVE
SWORN THAT WAS
| SAW VENICE

HEY, THIS IS
WHERE MAYA
1S DOING THAT
SOLO PIECE

WE'LL HAVE AW, COME
TO SIT ON ON, DO
THE FLOOR., WE HAVE

THE STAGE T07?
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BESIDES, SHE'S
ALONE. WHAT
CAN SHE DO?
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LET'S JusT
GO WATCH THE
PLAY IN THE

THEY HAVE
= A PROPER

CORDELIA,
DO You
HAVE | ON THEM
NOTHING
MORE TO
SAY?

IS THAT YOLR
EXCUSE?
SIMPLY BEING BYFZOT';{L&V,"S’NG DO’ KVSAT
SIMPLY BEING

A GOOD
DAUGHTER

THIS IS
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ON THE TOP DISTINGUISHED 5
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FINALLY, WE
HAVE LEFT
TO MEET THE CANALS
' AFIANCE 1| OF VENICE
;j ﬁ THAT | HAVE |/
NEVER
EVEN ONCE _ a
SEEN g '
PRINCE N—— e
LORENCHIO, .
WHO IS A / 5 ‘\\—} \
YEAR Sl
OLDER N\
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WE HAVE
e ARRIVED IN
(i VALENCIA
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AND
AFTER
A LONG
HORSE
RIDE...

AROLIND
THE CASTLE,
THE DIGNI-
AND  TARIES AND
YET MORE ROYALTY
GUARDS OF GENOVA
AND
KNIGHTS
AWAIT
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{ i VALENCIA, 1T
I ' THE
il BEAUTIFUL <
i YET TO ME, TOWN OF i
'\ ON THIS DAY, FLOWERS ¥
I HoLDS ik

NO APPEAL

WORRIED

WITH 200
GUARDS
AT MY

KNIGHTS ALL
AROLIND ME,
WE FINALLY
MAKE IT TO
THE CASTLE




SHE INCORPORATED
THE AUDIENCE'S
DISTRACTION INTO
HER ACT

BY THE
EAST
ROMAN
EMPIRE
AND MILAN

AND TURKEY,

FEARED

BY SPAIN

WITH THEIR
FORMIDABLE [
ARMIES

SAID,

BY
TWO
TR | POWERFLL
NAVAL
COUNTRIES.
COMBINED,

A THEY WILL BE
\| UNSTOPPABLE

SHE'S OH, 50
ASCENDING THAT'S
1 THE STAIRS GOTTA BE
THE CASTLE

: JUST AS SHE
.|\ BEYOND THE

AND ALL THE
ROYALTY OF
GENOVA
WELCOMED ME
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i
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AND

GENOVA
AND
VENICE




THEY MIGHT
ALL BE

OPPOSED TO
{ THEY MIGHT  ThHis LUNION

\ COME AFTER
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\&% 2 Hey, THIS IS

, , \ S WHERE MAYA

IS DOING
THE SOLO ACT!

UH... DID
you Just
STEP IN

'/ THeN LET

ME
THROUGH
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| AM SO
6LAD TO [ FIRSTBORN

DAUGHTER
MEET YOU = e The
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SHE DID IT
JUST AS A

SHE DOES
IT UN-

\“ CONSCIOUSLY

|

THE AUDIENCE
I6 GREATLY
IMPROVING HER

SHE STOLE THE
AUDIENCE'S \

ATTENTION WITH
PERFECT VOLLIME,
INTONATION
AMAZING  aND TIMING
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1kNow  {&
IHAVETO ' |OVE \ \
MARRY A MAN

¥ I, VENEVER
A EVEN MET

HOW WILL

HE TREAT \@™
ME? P

I'M GROWING
SCARED AND
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| AND | USED
TO BE

SO LIVELY!
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BIANCA,
STAND UP | / YOU MUST
FOR \ NOT =
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A , DUMMY,
MAN ROSE ITS A
FROM HIS ONE-
THE MEN THERE
AROLIND HIM @. b SEAT AS [ canTBe W%‘ﬁ”
BACKED 4 o HE GAZED | aNYONE ‘
UP AND 1 b AT ME BACK ,
CLEARED e ; THERE o
A PATH = 2
FOR HIM =

| FOUND
MYSELF
BREATHLESS
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HE WORE : ' HIS HAIR, LONG
A CAPE e g R AND BLONDE,
OF BLUE, | P& LIKE LONG
LIPON HIS CHEST ADORNED BHRTITHAE STRANDS OF
WAS A MEDAL OF WITH 6oLD | k {37 HIS SKIN,  SHIMMERING
EMERALDS, GREEN AND 1l WHITE AS
AS THE SHALLOW PEARLS

EYES THAT
SHONE AS
BRILLIANTLY
AS DIAMONDS

SLOWLY HE
WALKED %/ HE WAS ONLY

TOWARDS A YEAR OLDER
ME . THAN |
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PERFECT
SMILE




HIS GAZE,
AS HE
LOOKED INTO
ME...

IS

COULD THIS
BE THE PRINCE
OF THE ENEMY

STATE?
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BACKLIT
FROM
BEHIND

BIANCA, |
HOPE YOU'LL
BELIEVE ME

KNOW THAT
THIS
MARRIAGE
| HAVE
ISNOT ONLY  peripep TO
FOR PEACE,
R FoacE LOVE You
FOR AS LONG
AS | LIVE
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| ASK FOR
YOUR HAND
AND YOUR
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m.g‘fhj»—f TO GO FROM

R ACTING ON
k! PRIME TIME
W ' ™

5&,‘ t\ scuoox.

PLAYS )EW

THAT'S RIGHT, |/,

v al AT Aschool |/
/ ;z IT's AT FESTIVAL
=1 f ~ HITOTSUBOSHI

) a HIGH 6CHOOL
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1234 | : HIMEKAWA

<3 RESIVENCE

WASN'T EVEN
ALLOWED TO JOIN
THE DRAMA GROUP

AND THAT'S WHY
SHE HAS TO DO

< I'LL BET SHE

. SHE DOESN'T
i‘;}éj LEARN, DOES
SHE?

AUDIENCE
; HAS TO
SIT ON
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SHE HAS
FINALLY
STOOD UP
AGAIN

€

A SOLO
ACT AT
SCHOOL




TO COMPETE
FOR THE
CRIMSON
GODDESS

WHY DON'T QU Y NPyl THE GUESTS ARE

You 6O W LB IS ALL WAITING FOR
SEE THEM? Yy s N LA YOU IN THE
(ERNE A GARDEN
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7 OF DIRECTOR
HIMEKAWA (R

3 ]/ NOTHING LESS
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ALTHOUGH | WAS
RAISED QUITE

/ DIFFERENTLY FROM
THE WAY SHE WAS,
| FEEL THAT |

UNDERSTAND HER'

SHE MAY BE
THE CLOSEST
PERSON IN THE \4
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THE STAGE 15
SET ACLORPING
TO THE SCENE.
SOMETIMES
A SHIP'S PECK

LA
L/

ﬁ STRANGELY
- : ENOUGH, THE
&l SOMETIMES SET MAPE
K™ THE CANALS | FROM 6YM
i OF VENICE EQUIPMENT
\ SEEMS GENUINE

THE
MAIPEN
OF 1%,
THE YOLNG

N

THEIR

MANOF N %

THE SHEP,
WE SEE
MAYA
AS THE
PRINCESS
OF VENICE

o= L OREN- |
CHIO, HOW
EASY THIS |

msaL 157
IN THE

BIANCA, WHO IS
TO BE WEP TO
THE PRINCE OF

N FINDS HERSELF ~ GENOVA, FOR THE
7, | SMITTEN BY HER SHAREP PROS-
Sl M V72 FUTURE HUSBANY ~ PERITY OF THE
WHO SHE HAS TWO NATIONS

ONLY MET FOR
| THE FIRST TIME

GONE

MY — Now Are

3 SWORD- MY CARE-
\ PLAY  FREE

| WILL. BE THE
BEST WIFE TO
HIM AS | CAN

STRAPPING,

| FEEL AS

THOUGH | WAS
BORN TO BE

WITH HIM

HE'S SMART,
KNOWLEDGE~-

IF THIS
SHOULD BE
MY FATE, |
THANK THE
GODS FOR
THIS
FORTLNE

HOW
PERFECT
LORENCHIO
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BUT TWO YEARS
BEFORE THE WEPPING
WAS TO BE, BIANCA
FACEP MANY
TRAGEPIES OF HER
OWN

IN THREE
wiars: S YEARS, | SHALL
: TOTALLY
R e & ENCHANT
~ NEEDLES \
-

HOSTILE NATIONS
LAUNCHEP CAMPAIGN

P

N FROM LOREN- |\
| | ¢Hio BeCAME
{ HER MOST

THE RING

PRIZEP
0SESSION

AFTER CAMPAIGN IN
HOPE OF PREVENTING
THE MARRIAGE

{ THEWAYHE |} _ o,
ALWAYS STANDSE | TE20
AT ATTENTION [ VESUND
AS ASOLDIER B  yvseLr
DOES | QUITE TAKEN

WITH HIM

E

COULD HE
REALLY BE

SOMETHING

ABOUT HIM
AMEE V] makes Me

ABLE

/ HOWEVER,
< Y \ HIS cop
K A/ EXTERIOR

HIS HEAD
OF BLACK
HAIR, HIS
MANLY
FEATLRES

MOTION-
LESS
GAZE

]
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XL\ BlANeAs |
: FIRST, N

Y FLAMING
LOVE

ON THE APVICE OF HER

PISTANT RELATIVE,
BIANCA WAS
PLACEP LNPER THE
PROTELTION OF A
SWORPSMITH NAMEP
ALBERT

SHOCKED TO

SEE ALBERT

KNEELING IN
THE YARD

Y,

THAN | AM,
AT 18 YEARS
OF AGE

)

| WAS QUITE

_,}__\_‘ "
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AT GATHERINGS,
AT DANCE BALLS,
AT NIGHT AND
IN THE DAY,
LIKE A SHADOW
UNPARTED FROM

ITS HOST

FIELDS AS IMPRESSED
\ { | TAKE EVEN THE
[ AT THE | MY WALKS GENERAL OF
il THEATRES l‘ THAT 1S\ THE ARMY
j HOW
ALBERT }
GONDOLAS BEGAME
OVER THE

CANALS

HIS SKILLS
WITH THE
SWORD

AND NOW
HE IS
ALWAYS
BESIDE ME [,

AND BEING SLICH
A CHARMING ONE,
PEOPLE ARE
ALWAYS TALKING
ABOUT HIM
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EVEN

THOUGH HE'S

NOT THERE,

YOU KNOW
iTS ALBERT

| SEE IT.

NESS AND A

BIT OF
EXCITEMENT |
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NERVOUS-
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EXPRESSION
TELLS US
ALBERT'S
FEELINGS

LORENCHIO'S

AN # :
WHAT? 5\ \

SISTER AND THE ggia 2N | rRuUMOURS
GOVERNOR OF £ (% THAT’S A LIE! 'M V‘ | sTART
GENOVA CAME [’ {{ THIS IS PURE QWO

FLYING

o

Y 7O THINK (
THAT |

WOLILD EVER '

e BETRAY MY /
GENOVA...

P
0% o _FOR ALBERT’Q

b

AND TO
RLIMOR

THAT PEASANT

7 BOY? {
Hr--. o




BIANCA WAS
SPOTTEP WITH
ALBERT IN A
BOTH BY LUCIA SECLUPEP AREA
ANP THE OF THE CASTLE
GOVERNOR OF GROUNPS
GENOVA

B - - -

HOWEVER, nuzmal

THE RECEPTION
:é%n?z PARTY FOR THE ;
VICTIM OF GOVERNOR |
AN EVIL AND LUCIA... |
PLAN '

THERE
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AN

TEMPER OF

L THE GENOVANS,

HE LEFT THE
ROOM
IMMEDIATELY

LUCIA'S LIFE-
LESS BODY

WAS A
! ‘:{'Xg }'guse’ COMMOTION
b=l CARRIED BY Lo
. THE CASTLE
ALBERT
kﬁ—m\d\ 315
= S TRY AS | MAY, T
|t | cOULD NOT +
LITTLE PIP SHE NENE MY BORY. o
KNOW THAT -
SHE HAP BEEN o
PRUGGED
£ e — e v 6 NOT LONG
A FATHER CAME | CAME TO T AFTER
T FEARING INTO THE ROOM, EXPLAIN ABOUT WASN'T
H * THE VOLATILE HE SAW ME AND THE INCIDENT ME! |
R

WITH THE INTENT

Y e

BIANCA'S

} FATHER BLRNEP

POWN THE
6UEST QUARTERS
WHERE LUZIA
HAP BEEN
MURPEREP

OF BEING BLAMEP
FOR THE PEATH
OF LUCIA, ANP

SPARING HIS
PAUGHTER IN
THE PROCESS

\:._‘. by

AND | SAW HER
ALREADY DEAD

A7 e 5

THAT
WITH ALBERT,

e

FOLIND HER (i
LIKE THIS /r

WHY WOULD |

EVER MURDER
LORENCHIO'S
SISTER?




| FAREWELL,
COUDN'T moeen
PROVE MY FEAR |
INNOCENCE SHALL
NEVER
SEE YOU
AGAIN
RELATIONS
BETWEEN
GENOVA AND
VENICE
CONTINLE TO
WORSEN

7779 LORENCHIO,
BIANCA IS
NO MORE

C,Vm“\/’

TRULY, | I

\SWEET VENICE
W=

WOLULD DID
HAVE LOVE
MARRIED you
z; yYou
A Tk -
. | AND AS :
Mo THE SUN | | CUT MY
SETS HAIR, |
; BEHIND | CARRIED A
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FAREWELL,
MY
BEAUTIFUL
/ NATION
TO REACH ALBERT HAS g il
GREECE, | NOTHING el 1
DISGUISED TO DO [l
MYSELF AS WITH THIS : !
A MAN :
AND ALL THE \T
WITNESSES
‘ il wHo wouLp
/i iitH HAVE
| I/ TESTIFIED
10 TO MY
&\ INNOCENCE
T |
‘ ...HAVE
NO ONE CAN AL;;Lf_ESN
KNOW THAT | OR HAVE
WAS BIANCA | | MYSTERIOUSLY
CASTANI | DISAPPEARED
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MEMORIES

ALL
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THEM 5 MY LOVE,
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SO | LEFT, WITH

Bgﬁ;ﬁg" ALBERT BY
= MY SIDE

GREECE

NOT A PERSON
MOVEP FROM
THEIR UN-
COMFORTABLE
PLACES ON
THAT OLP SHEP
FLOOR

NOBOPY SPOKE,
NOT A
SINGLE WORP
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| CAN SENSE
THE VASTNESS
OF THE OCEAN
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