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British rallying needs
arethinkto bring back
healthy entries and
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asustainable plan
toreturntoits glory
days, according to
categoryinsiders.
Inaspecial Motorsport
Newsinvestigation,
leading figures within
rallyinghave called
foranalterationinthe
order carsarerunon
events to tempt people
back ontothestages.
Former WRC co-driver
and UK event organiser
Nicky Grist said:
“There’sagood case that
weshould change the

| seedingrule. There’sa
placeforanother20or

. 30crewstocomeout
with good clean roads.

- Weshouldn’tbetoo
restrictive, weneed to
encourage moreentries.

Motorsport Newshas

' puttogetherafive-point
plantorescuenational
rallying,aswellas
investigatingthe
historicsceneandthe
Rally4Wales stage
repair scheme.
Investigation p2-9
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Why UK rallying must
see the bigger picture

allying has gone through a rapid period
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the discipline. Some of those alterations
have improved the sport, and some have
been to its detriment.

Aftertwo fatal accidentsin 2013 and 2014, the Scottish
Government instituted the Motorsport Event Safety Review
(MESR). It was immediately adopted by the UK sport's governing
body, the Motor Sports Association, and it was designed to
brush up all areas of safety in this branch of the of rallying.

While that has undoubtedly been successful, it has added cost to
competitors and extra work for already strained event organisers.

The MESR suggested araft of changes, which the MSA began
toimplement almostimmediately. Many people inside rallying
believe that the alterations should have been made overan
extended period to give competitors, teams and organisers more
time to react to the changes.

That is a debate without a tangible answer, because nothing can
stand in the way of safety, particularly if its end result is to protect
the future of this branch of motorsport in the UK.

There are stillanumber of issues plaguing national rallying. The
MESR, combined with a mixture of other outside factors, mean
the changes made have had a dramatic effect on organisers
and competitors.

Asthe new season begins, national rallying needs to look at some
of its problems. Many of them have been created by the sport's own
inability to see the bigger picture, as well as understand the reasons N
behind the changes being made by the
governing body.

Motorsport News has set outtoidentify the
problems and suggest some solutions. Not
everyone will agree but the time has come for
rallying to put the debate in public and start
reacting to changes happening around it
instead of merely complaining. While the
latteris far more enjoyable and self-soothing,
it doesn’t solve anything.

It's not the purpose of these features
to single out people or areas of rallying
thatare not good enough. The idea
isto highlight areas where
improvement could have wider
implications for bettering rallying
inthe UK. (’\_‘_ =t

So sit back, relax, identify the ;'
areas where you thinkwe might + .~ R
be wide of the mark and send us / W
aletter (letters@motorsport- h,' -

news.co.uk) explaining why.

Photographs must be of a good
quality and please send no
more than three images
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Nicky Crist wants change .

+¥i “The date change hasn’t
ilmpressed many drivers”

MERCEDES BAGK
10 BRITISH GT3

&= first, but that hits clubmen

ByJack Benyon events, FIA-sanctioned rounds
like the Circuit of Ireland in
2016 have been allowed torun
different seeding. Inthat event,
around of the European
Championship, competitors
could pay for priority seeding
torun atthefront of thefield.
Thathasleft national rallying
competitorsand organisers
confused as to why MSA events
should run differently.
Theseedingrulechangehas
coincided with adramaticdrop
intwo-wheel-drive entries,
especially in the BTRDA Rally
Series, which previously had

“There’sagood case we should
reintroduce [beingable torun
two-wheel drives and historics
further forward]. The sportneeds
it. We need as many competitors
aswe can get. Weshouldn’t be
toorestrictive: weneed to
encourage moreentries.”

Many national rallyinginsiders
have suggested that the event
bossesshould be the onestodecide
on how to seed their running

Leading figures in British
rallying have called on UK
motorsport’s law makers to
revisitthe seeding rule due
tofalling entries, particularly
ongravel events.

A change wasmade by the
governing body, the Motor
Sports Association, in2015aftera
Scottish Government-instigated
review intorally safety following
fatalaccidents involving
spectatorsand media onthe
2013 Snowman Rally and the
2014 Jim Clark Rally.

TOYOTA FIRED UP “Getting a

car through

FOR WINTER RALLY

That move forced rally strongsupportat thislevel.
P z 2 organiserstorunaroadorder Historicrallyinghasalsobeen o .
based on the anticipated badly hit by the move (seepage 9). 1S A Sk]_ll

performance of carsand drivers, Former world championship
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Rallying’s leading lights call for a running order rules rethink
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base and the organisation of their
particularrally.

Because of themore
favourable conditions associated
withrunningatthefrontinthe
stages, every championship
and class of competitor wants
toruninthatslot.

“Seedingnever formed any part
of the documents from the Fatal
AccidentInquiry [FAI]intothe
deathsin2013and2014,” explains
British Rally Championship
manager Iain Campbell. “I’dlike
tothink the MSA isreviewingits
stanceonitfor changingin2019.
It willmake a difference. The
troubleis we all wanttorunfirst...

“Thebiggest thingfroma BRC
perspectiveisthen thejuniors
could competeinagroup, the
Cadets would all compete
inagroup. Thatbringsthe
camaraderie for the competitors
and they can compare their
timesas well. Atthemoment,
they are mixed because of the

order, decided on their competitor

performance of the different cars.

“Fromapromotional point of
view, the spectators willhave a
betteridea of the classes of carsif
they wereall running together.”

Thereason theseedingorder
was changed was to stop an influx
of spectatorsarrivinghalfway
through astagetoseethefaster
competitors, causingdanger for
thosealready livein the test.

Matt Endean, a 1400 competitor
and member of the MSA Rallies
Committee, argues otherwise.

“Itneedstobelooked at,” said
Endean. “WhatIfundamentally
don’tagree with, and there’s very
differingopinions on this,isthe
safety angle. There’s people on the
committee with very fastcarsand
arevocal saying they drive their
quick carand there’speopleinthe
road. That’s obviously not safe.

“ButI’vedone Wales Rally GB
runningatthe back of the field
and we have the same problem
because people are walking out
becausethey’veseen all thefast
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The world of historic rallying-is also facing pressure
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cars.Idon’tbuy theargument.
We’ve got tomanage spectators
and acknowledge they are going
tomove around. Weneed to work
on educating people. Oneof the
outcomes of the FATwas that
bothincidents were made worse
by asudden influx of people
intoasmallarea.

“Itshould be within the
organiser’s power tochoose
what’sbest for their event.”

Further supportingthe
argument that events should
choose wheretoseed cars,
Malcolm Wilson of M-Sport
agreesthatthe BTRDA has
been hit hard but says putting
two-wheel-drive carsat the front
would not be beneficial for
championshipslike the BRC.

“If we allowed two-wheel-drive
carstorunfirstontheroadat BRC
level then they would get used to
pretty perfectroad conditions,”
said Wilson. “Then, when they
stepuptothe World Rally
Championship, they would find

theroadinacompletely
different condition.
“Asmuchasdrivingacar
quicklyissoimportant,learning
howtogetacarthrougharough
stageisareal skill as well. But
I'mtalkingat the upperlevels
of rallyingin Britain: Iwould
imagine the case might be
different further down the order.”
Despite the supportfora
rethink on how events are seeded,
especially given that FIA events
are allowed torun adifferent
procedure, the MSA appears
unlikely to change for 2019.
AnMSA spokesperson told
MN:“The MSA’s position on
runningorder has been subject
toregularreview ever since the
‘singlefield, fastestfirst’ seeding
philosophy was reinforced nearly
three yearsago.
“Itremainsatopic of ongoing
debateat the MSA through
RallyFuturebut, at this time,
therearenoplanstodeviate
from the current position.”

Events like Circuit of Ireland used different system
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How the historic world is waking up to anew era. By Paul Lawrence

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Ford s mighty Escort
| leads historic scene

ONE STEPBACKFORA
GIANT LEAP FORWARDS

Big ruts can cause
damage to older cars

ind the
clock back
arounda
decade
and historic
special stage
rallyingin
the UK was booming. There
havebeen turbulent times since
then butfinally,asthe 2018
season approaches, thereisa
tremendous buzz once more
within thehistoricfraternity.
The 2007 Robin Hood Stages in the
Clipstone complex in Nottingham
was the opening round of that
year’s MSA British Historic Rally
Championship and it drew 99
entries. Such was thelevel of
supportthat there was talk of
stand-alone historicrallies.
Butthefizznever grewintoan
explosion and growing unrest over
the running of the championship
by the Historic Rally Car Register
eventuallyled toasplit. Headed by a
group of prominent competitors,a
breakaway camein 2012 amid a deal
of acrimony. The established Roger
Albert Clark Rally Motor Club joined
forces with therebel competitors
to createanew championshipand,
when the tender for the BRHC came

up, duly won a five-year contract
tomanage the championship,
startingin 2015.

However, just as peace started to
break out, historicrallying was dealt
adevastatingblow. Inresponse to
thefatal accidentsin Scotland, the
permission torun split fields was
removed by the sport’s governing
body, the Motor Sports Association.

Now, all cars would runin one
block in performance order.

Whatever therightsand wrongs
of suchamove, it very quickly
decimated historic gravel rallying.
The Category 1(pre-'68) cars, used
torunningfirst on theroad, were
now at the tail of thefield behind
the 4x4s and bigpower 2WD cars.
Crews from across the historicfield
voted with their feet and walked
away, unwilling torisk damaging
carson cut-up stages.

Untilthen, therepair andrebuild
of the BHRC under the RACRMC
wing had been working
andtheopening
historicevent of
2014, the Mid Wales
Stages, featured 86
historicentries. Three
yearson,atthe2017
season-opening Red Kite,

b

that number was down to30. The
future was notlooking good: some
crews had switched focus toasphalt
but many had simply parked their
carsand were sittingon their hands.

Onebrightlight amid the gloom
was the HRCR Mini Cup, which
galvanised support from the Mini
rankslikenever before. A calendar
of events on sealed surfaces saved
the carsfrom being wrecked inruts
and thenumbers have grown and
grown like topsy. A remarkable tally
of 30 cars will contest the opening
eventof 2018.

However, in terms of historicson
gravel, the picture wasnotat all good
anditwas clear that somethinghad
tochange. Stepin three enthusiasts
with the concept of Rally 2WD: a

Tvvo—wheel drlve
& cars will headline

| EI25 TKL §

novel way of splittingeventsinto
two partstoallow the 2WD carsto
runfirst while still meeting the
requirements of the MSA and its
safety delegate process. The 4WD
field would follow in the afternoon
fortheir stage mileage.
Theresponse toRally 2WD, which
startson Rally North Walesin late
March, hasbeennothingshort of
amazing. The entry wasfilled in five
days with over 120 two-wheel-drive
cars, including 90 historics.
Itisacomeback of Lazarus
standardsand has created abuzzin
historiccircles thathas been sadly
missinginrecent times. The 2018
BHRC will start with more than
double the number of crews
compared tojust 12monthsearlier.
This year, Rally 2WD will effectively
feature on three events and two
more will run partly tothe
format. Butthatneedsto
advancein2019andthe
very real possibility of
2WD-only gravel rallies
b isstartingtobetalked
about. If achievable, it
- would not only secure
- the future of historic
- gravelrallying, it
would be very likely

, Numbers will grow

== ____,, under new scheme

toincrease numbers of bothmodern
and historic2WDs.

Thelogical blueprintis a one-day
gravelrally covering45stage miles
foramaximum field of 1202WD cars,
bothhistoricand modern. Add in
minimal double use of stagesasfar
aspossible within available stages,
costs, manpower and logisticsand
itisawinningpackage.

Itcan only work on events witha
very compact formatand, of course,
must befullyin-line with MSA
regulationsregarding the safety
delegate process. Noone doubts
thathavingthe safety delegate
pass through the stagesahead of
thefirst carisanythingbut vital
intheon-goingquest toimprove
spectator safety.

Perhapsfour orfive 2WD events
ayear would beideal and it would
be even better if one or twonew, or
reborn, ralliesjoined that list,
rather than take away from the
pool of existingeventsrunning
both4WD and 2WD.

The sporthasabigopportunity
here and the next few months will
dictate just how far this can develop.
Butwhatiscertainisthathistoric
gravelrallyingisontheupagain,
and thathastobefantasticnews.®
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Rally4Wales is helping shape the future of gravel rallying. By Jack Benyon

SAVING FOREST RALLYING

n2017, Welsh gravel
rallying changed forever.
Itwassaved fromruin

by asmall company in
thenorth-eastintenton
itsdefence. It waslabelled
Rally4Wales.

The previous yearitlooked
tobe doom and gloom. The body
responsible for looking after
government-owned forestroads,
Natural Resources Wales, revealed
thatithad been makinghugelosses
onrepairingroadsforrallies,and
thatitsnext contract would need an
increasein priceto the tune of almost
100 per cent. That cost would have
come back to competitorsand made
entry feesso high, rallying would
have almost certainly crumbled.

So,in stepped Rally4Wales headed
up by Jamie Edwards, arally
competitor with ablack beltin
business,and Richard Ceen, arally
competitor who owns aspecialist
road repair contracting company.

Thepartthathasn’t been well
publicisedis what Rally4Wales has
hadtodo, and the context of which
ithashadtodothisin, during2017.

Rallyingis,in a way, under siege
in Welsh forests.

Firstly, rallyingdoesn’t pay NRW
anythingforthe use of itsforests.
Soinits purest form, having carson
thestagesisaburden, at best.

Secondly, Rally4Wales taking over
theroadrepairsin Welsh forests has
coincided with aredoubled effort by
NRW to ship more timber out of its
forests. That means more logging
trucksinandoutof thearea,
worsening theroadsforrallies.

“There’salotof challenges ahead
interms of scheduling andlogistics,”
says Edwards, contemplatingan
interesting2018ahead.

“Alotof thatistodo with harvesting
and theimplications of it. Under the
old agreement, any major fellingin
the forests would be suspended for
two weeks beforearally.

“That doesn’thappen anymore,
work wouldn’t be suspended until the
Friday before the eventin most cases.

“That obviously hasmassive
implicationsforevents. NRW’s stance
onitsincethisnew project has started
is‘takeitorleaveit’ Theroadsare
there, if you want to use them, use

them. If they’rein a poor condition,
tough. And they’ve been completely
transparent about that since the
beginning. NRW aren’t against
rallying, far fromit. Butit’sa business
thatneeds tomake money like any
other. Things have changed.”

Currently, organisers submit their
route requests aminimum of six
months before the eventin Welsh
forests. Butunder the new
circumstances of increased felling,
Edwards and Rally4Wales know that
can’t continue to work.

When asked how longinadvance
NRW candecidetogointoaforestand
fell, Edwards says: “It can be amatter
of twoorthreedaystogofromanidea,
toacontract beingdrawn up and
beingsent toatimber merchant.

“We have been having discussions
aboutlookingat different ways of
decidingonroutes. It’'sall welland
good saying six months before the
event whatroads you're goingto use,
but youmay end up havingtochange
yourroute three weeks before the rally.

“There’salot of challenges for
organisers, butatthe same time
there’snoimmediate scenario where
thisgoes away. Harvestingisn’t going
tostop. Itneedstobelooked at more
dynamically and planned more fluidly.

“Toadegree,it’sgoingtoneed
organiserstohavearoute A,route B
androute C. Another challengeis
tryingto get the information out
of NRW quick enough toreact.”

Allthisaddsuptoonething. Aneed
for multiple aspects of rallyingto
work together to save events.

Asyouwillread furtheron, the
number of eventsisalsoasticking
point for people arguingabout the
health of rallying.

But what Walesneedsisacollective
and combined approach in working
out who uses which road and when.
With alessforgiving NRW now using
roadslonger forlogging—and
repairingthemless—quality will be at
apremium. Anditneedstobelooked
atinadifferent way than previously.

Edwardssays: “We’'renot suggesting
organisersoranyoneisatfault. In
2016 there may have been leeway to
work with NRW to repair roads. But
thathas gone, consigned to historyin
2017. They’renotallowed todo that
work now under any circumstances.

“We’ve all got through 2017 pretty
much unscathed, but weneed to
plan for the future sothat we have a
more dynamic process for choosing
routesforevents. It’snotacriticism
of the MSA or organisers, but
things have changed and we need
toplanaccordingly.

“There should be a better collective |
view on what stages are available
and what’s going on in them, and we
need to get the information about
harvestingoutmore, sothat clubs
canbemoreaware.

“Isthatajobforthe MSA, toliaise
with NRW, or shoulditbeus?Idon’t
know. Theseare the questions that
need tobe asked.

“Peopleneed totalk: we’renot
rammingideas down people’s
throats, butthere’saneed tohave
these conversationsfor the good
of thesport.”

The way the calendar hasfallen
this year, the spread of eventsis good.
Theunfortunate non-runningof the
Somerset Rally has allowed the
Severn Valley torun atan earlier date,
meaning there’s more space between
thatand the Nicky Grist Stages, which
both use similarroads.

If rallyingis successful in solving
some of the problemsithasand
entriesincrease, they need a good
cleanroad tocompeteon. That’s
where co-operation between events,
associations and the governing
body are key for the future.

Thefinancial predictions made
by NRW for 2017 proved correct,and
the appointment of anew project
manager at Rally4Wales provesitis
stablefinancially. England and
Scotland’s equivalent of NRW
havetaken greatinterestinthe
Rally4Wales model and if it could
work there. It’sunclear if they will
follow a similar path to Wales. Atthe
minute, details of how things work
could be very different from Wales.

What Rally4Walesis suggesting for
thefuturenowiskey. Make a change
tohow events selectroutes and make
surethere’sabackup plan. Become
proactive instead of reactive, and
thefuture of Welsh forestrallying
canbesafeguarded,innosmall part
down toRally4Wales.

Butmore can be done. Rallyingisn’t
outof the woods yet. l

Rally4Wales
repairs Welsh roads

e by .
v T e,

The machineryneededtorep

v ' 0

Rally4Wales firm has taken over the road repair job from NRW
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here’sno
doubt you
won’tagree
with
everything
youread

has compiled the views of
some of rallying’sleading
figuresin order to explore
some of the major problems
facing the future of the
discipline and, in some
cases, suggest how they
could befixed. Not everyone
isquoted, butahuge
number of people have been
consulted in compiling some
of the biggest problems it
faces moving forward.

Let us know whatyou think
about the state of national
rallying and theideasin this
week’s Motorsport News by
tweeting us @MNmotorsport,
visiting the Motorsport News
Facebook page and by emailing
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk.

1

Rallying needs to unite
to protect forest roads

here. But MN

A strong entry allowed the R.A.C. Rally to promote évent brilliantly

HOW T0 SAVE

We all need to pull together, and agree, toensureits future. By Jack Benyon

It’sthe debate that will divide every
single service park, barnone. On
oneside, there are those who say
lessevents will make the bigger ones
stronger. Onthe otherside, thereare
the organisers whoagree, butdon’t

" want their event tobe axed.

“There’sfar toomany events,”
explains Rally GB clerk of the course
and British Rally Championship
organiser Iain Campbell. “The
problemisall the organisers
would agree, but say that their
eventshouldn’tbe culled. That’s
completely understandable.”

It’sworth pointing out at this
stage thatthe problemis mainly
related to gravel rallying, and not
somuch asphaltevents.

Also, theidea of fewer events was
toutedin theinitial Motorsport
Event Safety Review, which
outlined changes for the future
of rallyingbased on findings from
the 2013 Snowman and 2014 Jim
Clark Rally tragedies.

Theissueliesinhowtofix the
problem, and who should fix it?

Mike Broad chairsthe MSA
Championship Steering Committee,
whichistheretoofferadvice when
eventsrun. Butithasnopowerto
say an authoritative yes, orno,toan
event runningor the date on which
itruns, oreven whereitisstaged.

Should it have that power?

“It would make my life alot more
difficult,” says Broad. “Ithinkif that
happened there would havetobea
deadline for the clubs to put their
datesin sothatit could be sorted very
early intheday. If they have todecide
adate 18 monthspriorit’stough.
There’sno easy solution to this.”

Most of the trouble actually
doesn’t come from there beingtoo
many events, it comes from too many
eventsin the samearea, particularly
in gravel forests in Wales. As pointed
outintheRally4Wales feature (page
5),that simply can’t happen anymore
and the way events pick datesand
communicateneedstochange.

Theother argument for fewer
eventsisthat, providingarallyis
removed from a saturated timetable
orfromanareawherethereis
anotherrally onatthesametime,
thereislikely tobeanincreased
entry for the remainingevent. That
will allow it to become financially
stronger, to put that money back into
promotion tomake local people and

businesses more aware of the event
sothatthey can (hopefully)gain
sponsors and create more revenue.
It’sachickenand the eggsituation.

It would also help with volunteers.
Fewer events means less stretched
marshals, organisers and safety
andradio crews. As they continue
tobecome thin on the ground, fewer
events could help.

Whosayslesseventsneedstobea
permanent thing?

Clubs could join together torun
events for ashort period while
rallyingnumbers increase from
some of the changes suggested on
these pages. Whilelosingan event
undoubtedly castsits futureinto
doubt, if it was poorly supportedin
thefirst place, shoulditevenreally
bescheduled?

“There are too many events: there
alwayshasbeen. There are too many
championshipstoo,” says Martin
Wilkinson, ateam boss whorelies on
customersbeingoutrallying most
weekends. If he’sbackinga change
thatiscontrary tohisbusiness,
surelyit’stimetolisten? “If an
eventisnot well supported there’s
noneed forittobethere,” headds.

So, should the Championship
Steering Group be given the power to
makethose calls? No.

The Championship Steering
Group should beabsorbedintoa
wider event committee, with
ultimate power on whether, where
and when events canrun. There are
too many cooks in the kitchen, each
with their own agenda. Rallying
needs afresh approach anditneeds
tofavour stronger events—atleastin
the short term. The current system
of allocating where and when events
take placeis clearly outdated.

If thereisn’tanew committee to
look into this, there must be other
solutions put forward beforeit’s
toolate. Allowingevents
tofail through natural selection
doesn’t work as those entries could
have gonetoabigger eventand made
itstronger. Currently, everyone
loses, notleast the competitor.

Campbell adds another dilemma:
“Would youlike to be the boss of
the MSA who standsup and tellsan
eventnomore? It’s easy tosay that’s
what’srequired. Nooneis willing
tobe the one whomakes the call.”

MNiscalling. It needs someone
ontheother end to answer.
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VOLUNTEER NUMBERS *=

Organiser numbersare
fallingallthe time. It’sanother
issue which rallying will
struggle toagreeonhow to
solve, never mind actually
solvein practice.

Theaverage age of
organisersand marshalsis
wellnorth of 30, MNwas
mocked recently for referring
toDavid Townsasbeinga
youngorganiser at 34. But
sadly, it’sthe truth. Towns
wasthe clerk of the course for
Wales Rally GB National and
hasamajorroleinthe closed-

Two-wheel drives have
suffered from changes

roadrallyin Tendringin
Aprilwith hisclub, the
Cheltenham Motor Club.
“ThereasonI’'mdoing what
I'mdoingisbecausethere
were proactive people looking
for people able or interested
togetintothesport,” says
Towns. “Not many people put
themselves forward and say
‘Twanttobeaclerk of the
course’. It was down to Tony
Clementsand Gary Nicholls
[Cheltenham MC] who were
lookingfor people and got me
involved. I think the onus has

to come from the people doing
thoseroles. There could be
some more stuff out thereon
howto getintothe sport, but
thebigthingisithastocome
fromthe peoplein theroles.”
One thingthat could be done
isfor events struggling for
marshalnumbers, to enforce
aconscription-style scheme
where each team competing
intheeventhastobringa
marshal. It’sa controversial
ideabutonethat worksinroad
rallying. If that’s what it takes
for competitorsto getouton

thestages, why aren’t we
doingitalready? Especially

astheinitial trainingcanbe <=2
doneonline. -

Atalllevels, from clubsto
the governingbody, more can
be done to campaign for
marshalsandto give
somethingback tothem.

MNwilllaunch amarshal
prize schemein the coming
weeks. Asfortherest,itneeds
aco-ordinated approach
to campaign on behalf of
getting organisers onboard, at
alllevels.
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You'veread about thisinthe
news section, but what does MN
think? Lookingatthe MSA’s
quoteregardingitsstatuson
seeding, it’snot goingto change
itsmind for 2019. However,
thereare waysaround it.

Eventslike the Pirelliand Rally

North Wales have engineered
routes where two-wheel-drive

cars canrunfirston theroad.
“Theinitiative with Rally2WD

has shown on Rally North Wales,

that’s what competitors want,
whichis why they’ve had afull
entryandaload of reserves for
sometime,” says Colin
Heppenstall, one of the people
who helped push the Rally2WD
system. “Ispent six months

I A R e T L, PR e T N

BARRIERS TOENTRY

working with the MSA last year
to get the conceptapproved, and
I'mreally pleased with what
we’ve been abletoachieve. It
doesn’tfiteverybody and every
championship, but those that it
does, it’stheright waytogo.”
Thisshows theingenuity that
isoutthere with organisersin
rallying. However, thefact that

Photos: Wittle Photographic, Chicane Media, Jakob Ebrey
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More promotion
needed for marshals

il

these carscanrunfirston
theroad onaneventsurely
undermines the safety
justification asto why we
have performance-based
seedinginthefirst place?
It’stimeforaseedingand
runningorderrethink, based on
thenumber of contradictions to
theruleinitself.

New
equipment
part of

the bigger
rally picture

to equipment for the future. Finding
outin November you need a new
item for January is tough for

the clubman.

Better communication, and where
possible more lead time for clubmen
to prepare for changes, would make
amassive difference. With safety that
isn’t always possible, but it would
certainly help.

Orrallying won’t go ahead. Rallying
can be done on amodest budget,
particularly if events had more
entries. Then fees would decrease
and it would become affordable.

Two things doneed to happen: There
needs to be better communication as
to why safety changes are being made,
and also, rallying could benefit from
asafety plan when it comes to

equipment for the future. Finding
outin November you need anew
extinguisher for January is tough
for the clubman.

Two things do need to happen
though. There needs to be better
communication as to why safety
changes are being made, and also,
rallying could benefit with an
idea of a safety plan when it comes

realiseis thatinrallying there’s
two people in the car and from an
insurance point of view, that’s
more than doubling therisk,” says
clubman competitor Matt Endean.
“Therefore the control measures
you putin place are goingto be more
thantheyareforarace.”

If that’s what insurers want
to see, that’s what will happen.

Thenumber of letters and complaints
MNreceives about seats and belts
isunbelievable.

Yes, it’s more stringent than circuit
racingto have afive-yearlife spanona
seat. The animosity is understandable.

Around 30 years ago, this wouldn’t
have happened, but you have to
consider the times.

“I'think what some people don’t

becomesachievable.
Compromise for a better future.
Alsoif Rally4Walesis

Cambrian. Had theeventhad
thebackingtocombinethe
BTRDA and British Rally

Thisfeedsback into the debate
about the number of events
and championships, but events

had this year, if everyone backed
the change and saw theneed
tosupportit,and that’snotto

and championships must Championship together, as mention theincreased publicity. successful in persuading
communicate to combineand was theinitial thoughts, it Itdidn’thappen. Everyoneneeds organiserstohavearoute A,B
boostentry numbers. could have had upto40more tocompromise. and Cplan, the events will need

Cambrian could have
had a bigger entry

If everyoneinsists on having
their own event, rallying will
continuetostruggle. Look at the

entries. That’s40 multiplied by
the £545 entry fee—£21,800 more
thatthe Cambrian could have

If these eventsand series
manage to work together, then
theability todo different events

to co-ordinate to stop usage
of similar stages, oratleast
reduceit.




8 FEBRUARY 14 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

MNtakes alook at the rallies committee with the help of some inside men. By Jack Benyon

DOES THE RALLIES COMMITTEEDOITS JOB?

rom conversations
invarious service
parksit’sclearthat
many rally folk
don’tknow what the
Rallies Committee
isordoes. Sothat’s probably a
good place tostart when tryingto
demystify the top end of rallying.

The Rallies Committee discusses
potential rule changesforall
disciplines of rallying, which are
then passed on to beratified (or not)
by the Motor Sports Council, abody
independent of the sport’s governing
body, the Motor Sports Association,
and made up of a variety of different
people from all walks of motorsport
who passall of the MSA’srules. It’'sa
real mixed bag.

“Themembersdiscuss everything
and decide whether changes should
beputforward,” says Andrew Kellitt,
anunsung hero of rallying. As well
aschairingthe committee, he knows
every acre of forest gravel roadin the
UK and draws up theroadbooks for
mostevents on the mainland. He’s
the one who gives you that epic
Rally GBrouteevery year.

“Itconsidersrequired changes,
mainly tovehicles or toorganisers,”
headds. “It’snot just stagerallying,
it’sroad rallying as well -albeit
stagerallying will always grab
theheadlines.”

Itdraftsinmembersof the MSA’s
special committees on historics,
technical and safety regulationsto
adviseitsdiscussionin ordertocome
toaconsensus on whetherarule
change should beimplemented or not.
The committee members presentideas
tothe group tobe considered, while
they alsofollow previous changes
and trends to attempt to be proactive
andnot reactive when it comes torally
rulechanges and amendments.

Matt Endean, whoisaclubman
competitor and hears themumbles,
isfull of storiesaboutdelivering
explanations to people within rallying
about why changes aremade. They
quickly gofrom militant to
understanding. But there aren’t 1000

Steve Perez rallies and
is on the committee

Endeansto gotoeveryrally and chat
toevery competitor. So does that
mean thatcommunicationisthe
biggestareathe Rallies Committee
needstoimprove on in the future?

“TheRallies Committeeis thereto
safeguard the future of the sport,”
says Endean. “Thedifficulty for the
lay person, and I was guilty of this
before becominga committee member,
isadecision would come out and you
wouldn’tunderstandit.

“AsmuchasIlikethe MSA, itis
notalways good at explaining the
decisionsitmakes tothe competitors
onmany levels.”

Kellittadds: “In any sport people
don’thave the best view of the
governing body, they’re not always
goingtolikeitasit willalways make
rulesthat could be deemed unpopular.
Wealways want to show why we are
makingrules.

“Thereisagreatneed toshow the
background asto why things are
beingdecided. People are clearerin
their mind about things when they
understand [why the key decisions
havebeen made].”

Perhaps where people could be alittle
more understandingisin the safety
department. Thereare unpopularrules
made, but sometimes they satisfy the
greater good. Yes, making decisions
like giving a competition seat a five-
year life spanisa difficult one. Butif,
inthe wider context,itmakesan
insurance company happy enough
that they want to continue tolook out
forand cover rallying, it’sactually a
very easy decision.

A glancetotheright will show just
how experienced the members of the
committee are (seesidebar). While
every decision may not necessarily be
therightone, there’s certainlynoarea
of rallying—from people with World
Rally Carsto clubmen with Nissan
Micras-thatisn’theard, defended or
rewarded at some point. Organisers,
scrutineers and clubs are also well
represented in the process.

Asan example of howit works, at
thelatest meeting, the topic of anR-GT
class wasraised and the committee

RC chairman
Andrew Kellitt

appeared open totheidea. Ithasasked
forassistance from the technical
committeein decidinghow the new
class could be policed, which cars will
be permitted and of what capacity.

“Wediscussed the R-GTrules, do we
wanttodoit, whatshoulditlooklike?”
adds Endean. “That’slead by Andrew,
theideabeing we want more modern
carsinthesportsoitlooks morelike
amodern sport.

“The whole emphasison thisis
thatit’snotall Ford Escort Mk2s. We
don’tnormally come toagenuine
‘put your hands up’ vote, we usually
reachaconsensus.”

Onethingthat should help the
committee become more transparent,
and many otherslikeitinthe MSA,
isthefact thatthe way people are
appointed to committeesis changing.
InJanuary, the MSA tweaked therules
on themake up of the committee.

Therulenow states: “The Executive
Committee of Motor Sports Council
will cease toappoint memberstothe
Specialist Committees representing
the variousdisciplines of motorsport.
Instead, the Committees themselves
will select new members from the

nominations submitted following
advertised vacancies. Retiring
members will not have a vote, however
the MSA willretain aright of veto.”

That could lead to the Rallies
Committee becomingmore
independent. Moving forward, that’s
important for the process and forits
reputation. While the trustin
governing bodies in many sportsisat
anall-time low due to what feelslike
revelation after revelation of wrong
doing, there’salot tobe said for the
MSA tryingtobemore transparent.
Now it needsto clarify how it plansto
changethe process of adding
committee members as one unnamed
member of the Rallies Committee
confirmed he didn’tunderstand how
the process works!

With greater transparency in how
itsmembers are selected and better
communication in how it makes
decisions, therallyingfraternity can
have abetterrelationship with the
committee. With more input from
competitors, the Rallies Committee can
doevenmoreto helpmake relevant and
acceptablerules while making sureit
remains safeand sustainable. ®

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Words PR, Writtle Photographic

THERALLIES COMMITTEE:
WHO ARETHEY?
Andrew Kellitt: Chairman, Rally GB
route chief, competitor and organiser
Matt Endean: Organiseron
multiple events and club competitor
across multiple disciplinesincluding
stage and road rallying in his Nissan
Micraand MGZR
Dorian Evans: Competitor
and Welsh road rally organiser,
representing the views of the
road rallying fraternity
Matthew Fowle: Experienced
organiser, including as chief marshal
on Rally Sunseeker, experienced
navigator and engineer
Andy Gilmore: Chairman of the
Association of Northern Ireland
Car Clubs rallies committee, regular
rally organiserincluding job as
previous clerk of the course of
the Circuit of Ireland Rally
Bill Gwynne: Well known
successful rally competitor
and BARS expert
Sasha Heriot: International
licence holder and competitor,
registered marshal
John Hopwood: High level
scrutineer and representative
of historic committee
Steve Perez: BTRDA Gold Star
championin 2014, regular modern
and historic rally competitor
Mark Quayle: Manx Autosport
chairman, marshal trainer
Sue Sanders: Co-driverand
event organiser, chair ofthe MSA's
Women in Motorsport group,
health and safety specialist
Paul Spooner: International
rally co-driverand MSA
Co-driver Academy head
Dave Weston: Scottish
rally organiser
Andrew Wheatley: BTRDA
competitorand M-Sport employee
Kevin Whitton: Forestry liaison
officerand regularly runs
service parks
Chris Woodcock: Representative
of the regional committee and chair
of Clitheroe and District Motor Club
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DAVID EVANS

LEARNING THE LESSONS

tanding outside the Aberdeen
Exhibition Centre, | was full of
bravado. Do your worst Neale
‘Dangerous’ Dougan. He did.
Twelve hours on and | was
considerably less full of bravado.

Dougan had finished third on the Granite City
Rally. Big AIMcRae was in town and | was invited
to “tighten my belt” and join themin the baras soon
asthey'd crossed the finish ramp.

Ohdear. Afew years have passed now, soiit's
probably a good time to apologise for the report on
the second round of the 1997 Mintex National Rally
Championship. It wasn't my best work. Dougan,
Deuchars and Dalwhinnie did for me.

I lived my life in British national rallying through the
late 1990s and early 2000s and absolutely loved it.
Working between 30 and 35 weekends ayear, |
covered the BRC, Mintex, BTRDA and National
Tarmacadam (late EARS and early Safety Devices
series) and was totally immersed in a world which
revolved around a mushroom farmer from Bungay,
Charlie Exton's Honda and Marcus Dodd'’s
sandwiches. | wrote page after page about
these folk, yet still argued fiercely that there
wasn't enough rallying in Motorsport News.

Surely, there had to be room for another picture of
John Price? And running on Wednesday without a
Robin Bradbury (known back then as Dobin Plodbury)
action shot was beyond my comprehension.

I'm away a bit more now and don't get the chance to
get out and watch as many national rallies as | would like
to. Butthose | have seen inthe last few years have really
surprised me. Where's everybody gone? Concerned
slightly that | might have been engaged in some rose-
tinted reflection, | dug out the entry list for the 1998
Kerridge Rally, formerly the Severn Valley and latterly
something else no doubt. This was the fourth round of
the Mintex series and offered eight mid-Wales stages
from Llandrindod Wells (might have been Builth, | do
remember spending an inordinate amount of time in
the Little Chefin Builth during those years).

The entry comprised 110 cars. Aweek laterand
I was in Mansfield for the Sutton Auto Factors Dukeries
Rally, round six of the BTRDA Rally Series, reporting
ona140-carentry.

Since then, of course, we've been through any
number of recessions and global downturns with the
upshot being an alternative —and more pressing use —
for the rally car fund. Looking from afar, I'd also question
whether there's the same year-in-year-out camaraderie
there once was. On the Tarmacadam Championship,
Steve Hendy and Chris Giriffiths spent season after
season plotting Pricey’s downfall; Mintex-wise it was
Roger Duckworth and Murray Grierson chasing first
Chris Mellors then Bryan Lyalland for BTRDA, it was
an epic 1600cc battle between Martin Meadows and
Simon Chapman. And those scraps went all the way
down the 100-odd-strong entry list.

Should BRC go back ¥
to two-wheel drive? §

Hero: Andy Burton

Enough. When | embarked on this column, | promised
myself it wouldn't descend into ramblings and
rememberings. It's done both.

Equally, if British rallying hadn't slipped into
the doldrums | wouldn't be writing this column.

Actually, forget the doldrums, it was the perfect
storm which whacked our sport soon after the turn
of the millennium that really did for us. The World
Rally Championship was on a very steep downward
spiral; Colin McRae was made redundant and,
tragically, Richard Burns suffered the hideous
astrocytoma which would take his life in 2005.

Asabriefaside, the lack of a Peugeot Challenge is,
undoubtedly, one of the biggest hindrances to British
rallying's return to greatness. McRae and Burns were
both products of the best thing to come out of
Coventry since Steve Ogrizovic and nothing has
come close to serving our sport as well as the
Peugeot series since.

Without any British drivers at the forefront of
anincreasingly Sebastien Loeb-dominated
championship and ahome rally seemingly under
constant threat of being dropped, Fleet Street turned
its back on the series and prime time Channel Four
became Dave, somewhere between arepeat of
Red Dwarfand Storage Hunters.

Undoubtedly, there was a drip-down effect into
British national rallying. Without heroes to aspire to, we
lost a generation of would-be world champions.

And even those who came alongin those years
were hit by alack of coherence in progression. The
BRC sought to serve everybody, but ultimately fell
flat on its face and had to spend ayear on the
championship naughty step.

Now the BRC's back, but still I'm curious about what
to me looks to be a policy of stealing from the poor to
feed the apparently rich. The National Rally Cup’s great

and it gives drivers the chance to compete at Britain's
top level in non-homologated cars, but that's not what
the BRC's about. And that’s proven in the low entry
the classreceives.

Surely we should be shepherding these crews
and those cars towards the lower levels of the sport.
The British Rally Championship should be about
homologated cars and the stepping stone into the
World Rally Championship.

If the BRC can't sustain R5 machinery then
maybe we need to look outside of those regulations?
Personally, I still can’t believe it's beyond regulatory
capability to make a workable frontline formula for less
than £100,000 [alow BRC budget including buying
an R5 is almost £300,000, if you do it properly]. We
could talk about R4, but | think we need to be looking
even lower than that. Dare | say it, maybe we need to
look back to front-wheel-drive cars? In these days of
increased tolerance in terms of homologation, we
could write rules for light, loud, wide and fast cars with
300bhp and areal onus on the drivers to drive them.

Alternatively, we could write a letter to Mr A Burton
of Hereford and ask him to give us his thoughts.

That, for me, was when national rallying lost its way.
The day, just over sixyears ago, when Andy Burton's
Peugeot-Cosworth (not to mention the Alfa-Ferrari
before that) was banned from the forests, it was a very
sad and bad day for our sport. Such engineering
enthusiasm allied to some sublime wheelwork was
what got people between the trees in Haye Park every
September. A legion of fans followed Bertie's .
sensational creations up and down the
country for years, watching as he humbled
World Rally Cars fresh fromthe hands
of world champions.

There's been fartoo muchroom
between those trees since 2011...

“We should be shepherding crews
to the lower levels of the sport”

‘- AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk



Bull could rule

Max Verstappen reckons Red
Bull could dominate F1 if it

had Mercedes engines. Red
Bull has repeatedly been one of
Mercedes’ biggest challengers,
despite being hamstrung with
alacklustre Renaultenginein
recent seasons. Verstappen
said: “l thinkifwe had a
Mercedes in the back, they
would never see us again.”

He added that he felt his car
“had less horsepower than

the other manufacturers, aside
from Honda” and thatthe

ERS system was a particular
problem for Renault. “Ours
justisn’tvery stable compared
towhat Mercedes and Ferrari
have, but it has to do with
several things,” he added.

Forxce-it Felix

Felix Rosenqyist reckons success in
Formula E is his best hope of forcing
his way into F1. The Swedish driver
is currently second in FE, behind
ex-F1 man Jean-Eric Vergne.
Rosenqvist won the European
F3titlein 2015 and has won the
prestigious Macau GPtwice. ‘|
made it quite clear that this [FE] is
the championship lwantto be in
now,” he said. “l also think it's my
best shotat getting into F1, ifthere’s
any chance left now. It's where the
best drivers outside of F1 are, so
aslong as you beat those then you
should be good enough, right?”

Push-it Ricci

Daniel Ricciardo has admitted
to overdriving under pressure
from Max Verstappen last
season. The Aussie was
second-best to the Dutchman
in the qualifying stakes last
season. “Sometimes | over-
drove,” he said. “I feltit [the
performance] was there and

I tried to get too much out of
it. Butthen that’s on me.

I should know what the limit
is. Sometimes|ljusttried a
bittoo hard. But I'd say it [the
pressure from Max] pushed
me more than anything.”

Sergey’s cash

The millions used to leverage
Sergey Sirotkin’s Williams F1 deal
for this year will be ploughed into
car development, say his backers.
Sirotkin beat competition from
multiple drivers to land the seat
alongside Lance Stroll. His deal,
backed by Russian bank SMP, is
believed to be worth around £15m
for Williams. SMP Racing's Dmitry
Samorukov said: “The financial
side of the deal is top secret, but
we're very hopeful — actually,
certain — that the monetary part
will be directed at the development
of technologies to help the car

go faster. We know the financial
cooperation with Williams will

go towards improving the car.”
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F1 ROUND-UP

By Rob Ladbrook

World Endurance
Championship bosses
have defended the decision
to switch the date of the
series’ Japanese round
purely so that Fernando
Alonso can take part,
despite the move drawing
widespread criticism
from otherdrivers.

Last week the WEC and
the FIA announced they had
reached an agreement to
switch the date of round four
at Fujiforward by a week to
October 12-14to avoid clashing
with the United States Grand
Prix. Themove has comeat
thebehest of Toyota, which
ownsthe Fujitrack, andis
theteam Alonso will race for.

However, the knock-on effect
of the changeisthatthe WEC
round now clashes with both
the Petit Le Mans IMSA race
in AmericaandaJapanese
Super GT event.

That clash has affected many
drivers’ plans who already had
dealsto competein the other
classes, including Toyota’s
other drivers Mike Conway
[IMSA], Kamui Kobayashi
and Kazuki Nakajima [Super
GT],aswell asotherssuch
asRebellion Racing’s Bruno
Senna, Dragonspeed’s Renger
vander Zande, Ford’s GT
pairing of Harry Tincknell
and Olivier Plaand several
members of BMW’snew
factory GTE programme.

Many driverstook to
socialmediato vent their
frustrations. Platweeted:
“Many thanks WECIcan’t
believe youdidit... yourlack
of consideration and respect
forthedriverswhohada
contract withateamin IMSA
areunbelievable. I'm sure
Iwillnotbetheonly onetobe
impressed with what youdid.”

Ferrari works driver Matt
Griffinadded: “Notsure
about changingthe WEC

dateat Fujiaround tosuitone
driver when it givesa date
clashtomany others...”

Even Alonso’sformer team-
mate Jenson Button, who will
be competingin Super GT this
year with Honda, said: “It’sa
shamethataraceischanged
for onedriver whenithurts
somany others who have
contractsinplace, butalso
other categorieslikeIMSA
and Super GT whereaclash
hurtstheirfanbase.”

Inthe wake of the backlash,
WEChead Gerard Neveu has
defended the decision, saying:
“When you take a decision like
this, you always know some
people will be happy and some

won’t be happy. [We wanted]
toprotect theinterest of the
championship, and thisis
what we have totakeinto
consideration first. How can
youimagine having somebody
like Alonso, racing for the
championship with Toyota,
and then say we are goingto
Japan without him?
“Fernando wantsto fight
for the world championship,
hecannotmissonerace. It was
logical. There wasno question

of nothaving Alonsoin Japan.”

Ontheeffect of the IMSA
clash, Neveuadded: “They had
Alonsoforthe Daytona24,so
they have a good estimation of
hisadded value.”
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Ten-car LMP1 entry
for WEC’s season

Thisyear’s World Endurance
Championship will feature
al0-carentry forthe LMP1
category, with Toyota being
joined by four privateer entries.

Thetwo factory Toyotas will be
joined by two Ginetta G60-LT-P1s
from the TRS Manor operation
[CEFC TRSM], two of Rebellion’s
new R13s, BR Engineering’stwo
BRE-AER-BR1srun by the ART-
operated SMP team, as wellasan
extra car from the DragonSpeed
team, and the ByKollesENSO
CLM-Nissan P1/01.

Both Ginettafactoryracer
Charlie Robertson and F2
frontrunner Oliver Rowland
have been confirmed as the
firstdriver for each of the
two Ginetta entries.

The WECLMP2entry has
shrunk tojust seven cars, but
ahealthier 20-car field will
startatLe Mans.

GTE Profeatures manufacturer
effortsfrom Ferrari, Aston Martin,
Porsche, BMW and Ford, and they
will bejoined by Corvette for Le
Mansgivingatotalof 17 carsin
the classfor the showpiece event.

Brown: Alonso

“restricted”

McLaren F1team head
Zak Brown has described
Fernando Alonso’sdeal to
racefor Toyotain this year’s
WECasa “loan” agreement
and thatheshould be
considered “aMcLaren F1
driver firstand foremost”.
Brownsaid he’d asked
forthedealtobea “very
minimal” role for Alonso,
totryandensurethe
Spaniard’s main focus
stayson grand prixracing.
“Fernandois effectively
restricted tojustdriving
the[Toyota]race car,”
said Brown. “Soasfaras
commercial appearances,
sponsor commitments,
things of thatnature,
it’svery minimised. His
relationship with Toyota
isthathe’sonloanfromus.
“We cametoan
arrangement with Toyota
and thatistoallow himto
racethe car, butnot travel
the globe with commercial
commitments. It’s
everythingfrom
minimisinghis travel,
topotential sponsorship
conflicts. Toyotadon’t have
many butif they didfinda
partnerthat conflictshe
couldn’tbe walkingaround
in competing sponsor attire.
“When you think of
Fernando, you think of
himasan F1driverfirst
and foremost.”
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Muller (1) will be joined
by WTCC champion Bjork
Four-time World Touring Car

of retirement to contest the World
" Touring Car Cup (WTCR) this year.

i30 N TCR for his own Yvan Muller
Racingsquad and will be joined by

reigning WTCC champion Thed Bjork.

“I’had announced my sporting
retirementat the end of 2016and
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champion Yvan Muller will come out

Muller, 48, will compete ina Hyundai

‘World Tauring Sar
B mplon#D

coming back as a full-time driver was
notpartof my initial plans, butit was
necessary for me to see through this
excitingprojectin the brand new
WTCR championship,” said Muller,
who was also the 2003 British Touring
Car champion and spent eight
seasonsracinginthe BTCC. “I'm
hereaboveall to supportthe YMR
team and Thed’s campaign.”

w2 Wik
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Bjork added: “Iam excited tobe
back for the 2018 season, especially
with Yvan-wehad a great cooperation
lastyear [when Muller wasa
development consultant to the Volvo
squad that Bjork raced for].

“Toracetogether with himinthe
new regulationsis truly motivating
andinspiring.”

Muller and Bjork are thelatest

‘British F3 graduation

for Lundqvist’

Swede steps up, pl5

MULLER WILL MAKE RACING

additionstoacompetitive grid that also
includes Tiago Monteiro. The former
Formula1driver wasleadingthe WTCC
points for much of last season before
injuring himself in a testing crash.
Hewillnow join the WTCR field
inaBoutsen Ginion-run Honda Civic
alongside Esteban Guerrieri—who
was one of the stand-ins for Monteiro
atthe works Honda team last year.

Formula E to still use
grid girls at races

Grid girls will continue to be

used for future Formula Eraces,
despiteaseries statement claiming
Formula 1had onlyjustjoined the
21st century by dropping them.

F1recently announced it would
haltthetradition, which was
metby a “welcome tothe 21st
century” message from FE and
theclaimithad “stopped using
grid girlslast year”.

This was areference to FE using
‘grid kids’ forits2016/17 season
finale in Montreal, a concept
thathas continuedinthe
2017/18season for theracesin
Marrakechlastmonth and
Santiago earlier thismonth.

Butthe openinground of the
season in Hong Kong featured
grid girlsattherequest of the
local promoter.

Series CEO Alejandro Agag
said “grid girls should be part of
motorsport” and could feature
intheseriesagain.

“Forme,it’snotthe most
relevantissuetoday,” hesaid. “It
should be anon-issue. Sometimes
we use kids, sometimes we should
usegrid girls.

“Formula E will have grid girls.
Maybenotineveryrace, butl
think they are part of the
tradition of motorsport.”

The serieshasalso considered
racesin Cairo, Beirutand Doha
forits2018/19 season, whilea
returntomainland Chinaisall
but guaranteed.

FE grid girls will remain

QUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

: with Dale Coyne Racing this year.

: The Canadian will share the drive

: with Formula V8 3.5 champion

: PietroFittipaldi as neither driver

: hadthe backing to secure a

: full-seasonseat... Fortec

: Motorsport’s planned entry into

: Formula2forthis season has

: been postponed. The category

: revealeda reshuffled team entry
. listlastweek with long-standing
: squad Racing Engineering also

Brad Keselowski claimed
victory in the pre-season
NASCAR Daytona Clash event
last weekend. The Team Penske
driver started last but worked
his way into the lead early on
and stayed there to the finish.
The main NASCAR Cup season
begins this weekend with the
Daytona 500... Sometime

F3 Cup driver Zach Claman DeMelo
will contest a partial IndyCar season

: absent.lthad beenin GP2/F2
: eversince the category replaced
: F3000 butis now moving into

: the European Le Mans Series.
: Reigning teams’ champion

: RussianTime hasreversed

: itsdecision to withdraw from

: theseries,and will have 2017

: runner-up Artem Markelov

. and Honda protege Tadasuke

: Makino as its drivers, meaning
: 10teams will contestthe

: season... FormulaE pointsleader

: Jean-Eric Vergne will also contest

: the ELMS this season. He will

: join Roman Rusinov and Matthieu

: VaxiviereinaTDS Racing-run

: G-Drive ORECA... Robert

: Shwartzman claimed the Toyota
: Racing Seriestitle in adramatic
: finale atManfeild last weekend.
: Marcus Armstrong had led the

. points from the very firstround

. butwithtwo laps of the lastrace

: oftheseason togohe made

: apoorrestartand dropped

: toseventh.Second place for

: Shwartzman was enough for

: himto beat his fellow Ferrari

: juniordriverto thetitle... Mick

: Schumacher, the son of seven-time
: F1 champion Michael, will compete
¢ inEuropean F3 again this year

: withthe Premasquad. He was

. 12thinthe standingslastyearin

* hisrookie season. ..

Keselowskiwon Daytona Clash

First IndyCar aeroscreen test ‘exceeded expectations’

Thefirsttest of IndyCar’s “Weunderstood thatfrom
aeroscreen cockpit the CFD studies we’d done,
protectiondevice and we also understand
“exceeded expectations”, ® there will be some helmet
accordingtodirector { buffeting at some of the
of engineeringand = T S0 | fastertrackslike Indy
safety Jeff Horton. R LRI | because there'snoair

The aeroscreen was onthefaceof the helmet.
tested last week by Scott “So wemay have to pump

someairinto the cockpittofix that.”
Horton said Dixon had alsoreported a

small distortionin the screen butadded

that would be changed on any final version.
“Scott picked outalittle area of focus

change, really minor, and we are sure

that will go away when [aeroscreen

builder] PPG make the final piece for

us,” added Horton.

DixoninPhoenix ahead of a potential
introduction before the end of 2018.

“Itprobably exceeded our
expectations, Scott said there were
nobigdeal-breakers,” said Horton.

“Asweanticipated, the screen prevents
theairflow hittingthe helmet, soit was
really quiet, butit could [become] very
hotin the cockpit.

‘Wehrlein won DTM title in 2015 with Mercedes

DTM return for ex-F1 driver Wehrlein

Ex-Sauber Formula 1 driver
Pascal Wehrlein will return
to the DTM this season after
failingtoland an F1 drive.

The German won the
DTM title with Mercedes
in 2015and hasrejoined
the manufacturer’s
line-up for this year.

“I’have fantastic
memories with DTM, not
least because of my title win
in 2015, but also because of
the strong team spiritand
the many nice experiences
with the guys,” said
Wehrlein. “I have followed
DTM closely during my

time in Formula 1 and have
been to some races to visit
and support the team.

“Things have changed a
lotin DTM since my last
race atthe season finale at
Hockenheimin 2015. ButI
like challenges and I can’t
wait to geton track for the
first time with our new car.
The first tests can’t be here
soon enough.”

Wehrlein will be joined
at Mercedes by Daniel
Juncadella, with Paul di
Resta, Gary Paffett, Lucas
Auer and Edoardo Mortara
allremaining.
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Winner returns

By Matt James

Former British Touring
Car Championship
runner-up Sam Tordoff
will return to the series
this year with Motorbase
Performance.

The six-time BTCC winner,
who missed outon the
overall crown to Gordon
Shedden by two pointsin
2016, swapped to the British
GT Championshipin 2017 to
drive a Barwell Motorsport
Lamborghini Huracan. He
finished fifth in the GT3
standings alongside
co-driver Liam Griffin.

However, the 28-year-old
has decided to switch back to
the BTCC this year. He will
drive a Gard-X backed carin
adifferent livery to the other
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two Shredded Wheat-
supported Motorbase cars.
“Ineeded abreak from the
BTCC torecharge myself
after 2016 when I was driving
a WSRBMW,” said Tordoff.
“Ienjoyed GT racingbut
foundithard tofitin with my
schedule as afinancial
analystat the JCT600 car
dealership group.
“Ididn’tevenlook atthe
BTCCtobegin with, but then
Istarted watchingraces
laterinthe year.Igot theitch
tocompeteinitagain. I
tested a couple of cars
[AmDTuning.com Audi S3
and Power Maxed Racing
Vauxhall Astra] over the
winter and that relit the fire.
Tknew I wanted to come back
because thereis some
unfinished business. To

come that close to the title
means thereisonly one
goal for mein 2018: to win the
title outright.
“WhenIfoundout
Motorbase’s plan with the
new RS, that was the final
seal of approval Ineeded.”
Team boss David Bartrum
said that he was pleased
Tordoff would complete
his three-strongline-up.
“Sam stepped away from
the BTCC at the peak of his
career to go off and do
somethingelse, he’s got that
out of his system now and
he’sready tocome back and
fight for the title,” said
Bartrum. “I'm very
proud of the fact he’s chosen
Motorbase as the team to
come back and carry on
where he left off in 2016.”

{

DRIVER
Matt Neal

BTCC ENTRY LIST SO FAR
| TEAM

Team Dynamics

Tordoff to race
Ford Focus

| CAR
Honda Civic Type R

Rob Austin

HMS Racing

AlfaRomeo Giulietta

Matt Simpson

Simpson/Eurotech

Honda Civic Type R

Jack Goff

Eurotech

Honda Civic Type R

Brett Smith

Eurotech

Honda Civic Type R

Chris Smiley

BTC Norlin

Honda Civic Type R

James Nash

BTC Norlin

Honda Civic Type R

Jake Hill

Team Hard

VW CC

Bobby Thompson

Team Hard

VWCC

Mike Bushell

Team Hard

VW CC

Michael Caine

Team Hard

VW CC

Tom Chilton

Motorbase Performance

Ford Focus RS

Mat Jackson

Motorbase Performance

Ford Focus RS

Sam Tordoff

Motorbase Performance

Ford Focus RS

Colin Turkington

WSR

BMW 125iM Sport

Rob Collard

WSR

BMW 125iM Sport

Andrew Jordan

WSR

BMW 125iM Sport

Josh Cook

Power Maxed Racing

Vauxhall Astra

Senna Proctor

Power Maxed Racing

Vauxhall Astra

Sam Smelt

AmDTuning.com

Audi S3 saloon

Ollie Jackson

AmDTuning.com

Audi S3 saloon

Tom Ingram

Speedworks Motorsport

Toyota Avensis

Adam Morgan

Ciceley Racing

Mercedes-Benz A-Class

Tom Oliphant

Ciceley Racing

Mercedes-Benz A-Class

Jason Plato

TeamBMR

Subaru Levorg

Ash Sutton

TeamBMR

Subaru Levorg

Full year of Renault UK Clio Cup planned for Hamilton with WDE
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Hawley to Clio Jx

Fiesta Juniorracer Jamie-Lea Hawley will
contest Renault UK Clio Cup Junior this
year with Finsport. It will be the team’s
first entry into the Clio category, having
planned to move into it last season, and
previously raced in a number of club
championships. Hawley was 10th in

the Fiesta standings lastyear.

Caterham sell-out
Caterham has suspended its championships
from taking any more entries following high
demand. Caterham’s five British Racing

and Sports Car Club categories (Academy,
Roadsport, 270R, 310R and 420R) have all
enjoyed record entry levels and have received
213registrations —anincrease of 18 percent
onthis pointlast year.

Chamberlain back

Richard Chamberlain’s iconic orange
Porsche 935 will return to the GT Cup later
this year despite the major fire it suffered
last season. Chamberlain is in the process
of rebuilding and improving the car but
before the Porsche is ready, Chamberlain
plans to compete in a Lotus. Race-
winning duo Aaron Scott and Arwyn
Williams will also be backin the series
this year with a Lamborghini Huracan.

ANMOC’s GT expansion
Aston Martin Owners Club Racing has opened
up its GT Challenge series for 2018, inviting
FIA GT4 cars from other marques of similar
performance, plus sports and GT machines
from 1995-2007.

Nash returns to BTCC
with BTC Norlin drive

Former British Touring Car
Championship Independents
Trophy winner James Nash will
returnto the category this year
after securingadeal torace for
BTC Norlinin a Honda Civic Type R.
Nash last competedinthe BTCCin
2011 before concentrating on British GT,
the World Touring Car Championship
and the TCR International Series.
Nash will line-up alongside the
team’s other driver, Northern Irishman
Chris Smiley. Nash scored an outright
win at Rockingham in 2011 driving the
Triple Eight Racing Vauxhall Vectra

Nic Hamilton will contesta Hamilton has secured scrimp and save,” said Eason. S2000 machine.
full season of the Renault UK anincreased budget for “Now he’s goingtohitthe Nash, 32, said: “Over the winterI've
Clio Cupthis year after taking this season allowing him groundrunningandisaiming been looking at opportunities for 2018

partinfive eventslastterm.
Hamilton, the younger

totake partin pre-season
testing, with the cerebral

for consistent top 10finishes,
which heismore than capable

and Norlin made me an offer I couldn’t
refuse. Itsnew Honda Civic Type R cars

brother of four-time Formula 1 palsy sufferer drivinga of and the data shows that.” also attracted me as they have proved
champion Lewis, willagain specially-adapted Clio. Hamilton took a bestresult thatthey are one of the carsto beat,
drive for WDE Motorsport Team boss Wayne Eason of 13th last year and finished ensuring the BT'C Norlin Racing
inwhatissettobehisfirst believes Hamilton can make a 20thinthe standings. Team can be competitive from the go.”
full season of racingsince major step forward this year. ® WDE driver Luke Reade ® Eurotech Racing has confirmed that

he competedin the Clio
Cupin2012.

“He’s got theright budget
in placenow-hehasn’tgotto

won’treturn with the team but

will race in the Mini Challenge.

Hamilton previously competed in the Clio Cup in 2012

Mini Challenge champion Brett Smith
will return to the British Touring Car
Championship this season. The 25-year-
old took over the Honda Civic Type R
drive midway through the 2017

Thruxton 50th anniversary meeting to be headlined hy Williams F1 car, Super Touring Car Trophy and historics

car-withitsscreeching V8engine and
widereartyres—andit will surely bring
back many evocative memories for those
like me who were Iucky enough to have
witnessed it competing duringits heyday.
Thisreally will be very special indeed.”
Other attractions at the special

celebration meeting will include a full

campaign when hisfather and team
owner Jeff was badly injured inan
accident during qualifying at Croft

in June. Smith took two winsin the
Jack Sears Trophy for rookies last

year. He said: “I want to build on the
progressthatI made last season and
tobe towards the front, challenging

for podiums. With alittle bit of reversed
gridluck, I could even take a win.”

roster of historicracing,includingthe
HSCC Formula Libre event for cars
including Historic F2machines and the
Super Touring Car Trophy.

Duringthe meeting, the new hospitality
centre, which isunder constructionatthe
moment, will be officially opened by a
‘motorsport celebrity’.

Nodriver has yet been assigned to
perform the demonstration laps,
which will take place on both days of
the June2/3meeting.

Thruxton Group managing director Bill
Coombs said: “Ihave no doubtthe FW08C
will make for a quite incredible spectacle
inJune. Itis whatIwould call a ‘proper’ F1

Anon-track demonstration by a1983
Williams FW08C Formula 1 car will
beone of the highlights at the 50th
anniversary meeting of the Thruxton
circuitinJune.

The Williams team is supporting the
meetingand, as well as the FW08C, will
provide other carsto be on static display.

Race |/ On-Track Cover
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Turner (c) willrace in Britain

Factory driver Turner
joins Beechdean team

Aston Martin factory driver
Darren Turner sayshe’s
relishing the chance tolearn
more about British GT this
season after joining the

returning Beechdean AMR team.

Turner will share the team’s
Aston Martin Vantage GT3

with two-time British champion

Andrew Howard, who makes
his comeback after a year away.

Despite an expansive 13-year
GT career, three-time Le Mans
GT winner Turner has only
ever contested a single British
GT event-Silverstonein 2010
alongside Howardina DBRS9.
Turneristhe fourth AMR
factory racer confirmed for
British GT this year, following
Jonny Adam, Nicki Thiim
and Marco Sorensen.

“British GTisn’t something
I’ve done much of soit’salways
exciting tolearn more about
anew championship,” said
Turner. “I’ve kept an eye on
itoverthelast few years and
the quality of the entry this
seasonis pretty staggering.

“Andrewis amega gentleman

driver, soI guessthe pressure’s
onme touphold my bit against
the other pros. There’s alot of
pride at stake among the AMR
factory boys this year, but at
leastI know the British tracks
—unlike Nicki and Marco, who

Lee Mowle will return the
Mercedes brand to the British
GT3 Championship grid this
year as part of a programme
with new team ERC Sport,
and has signed AMG factory
driver Yelmer Buurman as
histeam-mate.

Mowle’s Mercedes AMG
GT3will be back for a full
season this term, having
only done a part campaign
around the Michelin Le
Mans Cup last season.

The car willnow be run
by new team ERC, which
isheaded up by former
Trackspeed and Triple Eight
engineer Keith Cheetham.

Dutchman Buurman, 30,
will make his British GT
debut as part of the deal. He
has single-seater experience
in GP2, Formula Renault 3.5

beforelandingafactoryrole
with AMG. He was part of the
crew that won the Dubai 24
Hoursearlier this year and
hismain programme last
season was in the Blancpain
Endurance Series.

“TI'veraced with Keith for
years, so when I found out he
was setting up his own team
for this yearitmadealot of
sense,” Mowle told MN.

“WhenIwaslookingat what
toracethis yearIlooked at
Europe, but then when you
see the stellar grid British GT
isattracting for this yearit
makes you think, what’s the
pointin spending the extra
money on Europe? The
calibre of drivers this season
ishigherthanit’sever been
and if you win you’re beating
the bestin the game.

with a properly quick factory
driver alongside me, so
Yelmerisagreataddition.
We’ve had afew test days
together already and he’s
greatto work with soIthink
it’ll be an exciting season.”
Mowle hasraced in British
GT since 2012, with his best
championship finish being
third overall alongside Joe
Osborneina Triple Eight-run
BMW Z4 GT3in 2015.
ERCtakingover therunning
of Mowle’s Mercedes ends
the AmDTuning.com team’s
spellin British GT. Shaun
Hollamby’s team had been a
fixture since 2015, but will
now ceaseits GT programme
toinstead focusonits
expanded British Touring Car
Championship commitment
running two Audi S3s and the

Mowle joins new ERC Sport sq'ua

Ex-GP2 driver Buurman

ENTRY LIST

DRIVERS
Rick Parfitt Jr/Ryan Ratcliffe

British GT3 Championship entries to date

| TEAM
Team Parker Racing Bentley Continental GT3

lan Loggie/Callum MaclLeod

Team Parker Racing Bentley Continental GT3

Leo Machitski/Patrick Kujala

Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan GT3

Jon Minshaw/Phil Keen

Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan GT3

Sam de Haan/Jonny Cocker

Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan GT3

Mark Farmer/Nicki Thiim

TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage GT3

Derek Johnston/Marco Sorensen

TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage GT3

Flick Haigh/Jonny Adam

Optimum Motorsport Aston Martin Vantage GT3

Shaun Balfe/Rob Bell

Balfe Motorsport McLaren 650S GT3

Andrew Howard/Darren Turner

Beechdean AMR Aston Martin Vantage GT3

Lee Mowle/Yelmer Buurman

ERC Sport Mercedes AMG GT3

haven’t done much here. Jonny twin MG6 machines.

will be the man tobeat Ireckon.”

and Superleague Formula “Tonly wanted to come back

Masters Endurance Legends series to feature on the French Grand Prix support bill

ThefledgingMastersEndurance started with apilotrace “I'mproudthatinitsfirst straight while the technical
Legends seriesfor Le Mans last September and gained year Masters Endurance returnsectionisatrue
prototype and GT cars built immediate supportasteams Legends will beable to challenge for any driver.”
between 1995 and 2012 has anddriverstook the chance showcaseits spectacular Theinaugural raceat Spa
earned a high-profilesloton touse carsthathadnoother variety duringthe Formula 1 featured a 22-car grid,
the support programme at placetoracein Europe. Grand Prixde France headlined by the Peugeot 908X
therevived French Grand The Paul Ricard race will weekend,” said Masters of Nicolas Minassian, with
Prix (June 22-24). add toan already announced Historic Racingfounder Ron prototypesfrom ORECA,
Theserieswillhavetworaces six-race programme for2018, Maydon. “The Paul Ricard Dallara, Audiand Pescarolo.
i i).g sarthe’ ' : e atPaulRicardasthe FrenchGP  withdatesatImola, Brands circuitis perfect for these GT carsincluded examples
- — — e e g returnsafteral0-yearabsence. Hatch, Silverstone, the cars, asthey will beable to from Aston Martin, Porsche,
Pilot Endurance Legendsrace atSpalast year attracted an eclecticentry Masters Endurance Legends  Nurburgring, Spaand Dijon. really stretch theirlegs on the Ferrariand Dodge.

Work progresses at Lake Torrent as new circuit attracts World Superhikes for 2019

The new Lake Torrent circuit
has attracted its first high-profile
event with the World Superbike
Championship set to visitin 2019.
Work on the £30 million Northern
Irish track is underway and those
behind the project believe this is
the first of many major events to
be held at the Coalisland venue
that is 40 minutes from Belfast.
“We are evaluating all potential
race events including touring car,
formula and GT race championships

and we will make further
announcements as soon as we are
in a position to doso,” said David
Henderson, the mastermind of the
2.23-mile circuit. “Lake Torrent
has broken ground and we are
now working towards completion
inearly 2019. We have a
comprehensive programme of
construction and a wealth of
experience within the team.”
Managing director of Driven
International -the company that

has designed the circuit - Ben
Willshire added: “On site we are
doing alot of earth moving and
preparation work and it’s full steam
ahead now. I think it’s important
for the project to have got that
[high-profile event]. Hopefully
there’s more event announcements
to come over the next year. It’sa
blue-riband event and it gives 2 - y Al E e X
everyone some focus too - we know = ' ' ' New track gets first
that’s happening and we know what g : s
standards to build the track to.” 3 N(E] el 2 e

Scottish racer Doran makes Britcar Endurance switch after contesting the VAG Trophy in recent years

=

Scottish tin-top racer Christie Doran
will join the Britcar Endurance
Championship this year.

Doranhas competedinthe VAG
Trophy for the last few years, but
willnow step up torace a Volkswagen

Golf GTiMk6 with the SlideSports
RaceEngineeringteam.

The 22-year-old from Falkirk proved
herself asafrontrunnerin Class B of
the VAG series,and was third in the
pointslastterm.

Sheisplanningtorace the new Golf
solointhe Britcar events.
“Afteracouple of excellent yearsI
wanted a change, butIalso wanted
to stay with SlideSports because I've
learned somuch from them,” said Doran.

“Thad afew options and then spoke to
the Britcar organisers at the Autosport
Show and I can see the championship
growing. The paddock there is full of
talented drivers soit will be tough,
butlcan’t wait to get started.”

Doran will rac ] |
a Mk6 VW Golf [i§
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King graduates from Ginetta Junior

Elite aiming to bhe GT4
Supercup Kings with Harry
Frontrunning Ginetta Junior team Elite
Motorsport will expandinto the GT4
Supercupfor the first time this year,
runningasingle car for Harry King.

King, 17,hasbeen arace winner with
Elitein Juniorsfor the past two seasons
andfinished sixth in the standingsin 2017.

With Elite running six driversin Ginetta
Junior thisterm, team boss Eddie Ives
believes now is theright time tomove up.

“Iwanted tobeable to offer a step up for
our Junior drivers—-it seemsashamethat
after two or three yearsin Juniors to say

‘wedon’thaveanythingfor you’,” said Ives.
“I'wanted another championship that we
can grow into-it would be good tohave a
GT4programmeinthenextfew years.

“I'mreally excited toget Harryinit, he
tested a car from Ginetta at Donington
Park and that went extremely well.

We areouttowinraces—wearenotin
itjusttomake up thenumbers.”

@ M3 Cup champion Adam Shepherd

has confirmed he willalsojoin the GT4
Supercup with Team Hard, after contesting
Britcarracesina G55attheend of last
yearin preparation. “It’s probably a bit
optimisticfirst year out but we're going
outthere with theintent to win,” Shepherd
said. “Realistically Ithink the top three
isachievableif we have thereliability

and we get some testing.”

Westhourne eyes
Ginetta Junior return

e e, ¥

Lundqvist made
F3 debut at Spa

By Stefan Mackley Healsomadea one-off appearance
in British F3at Spa, securingabest
resultof seventh.

“Ilearned alotfrom that one-off at
Spalastyear,anditremained one
of the highlights of my season,” said
the 18-year-old.

“The carissomuch funtodrive,
and by the end of that weekend, I
was down tojusta few tenths off the
fastest guys. Having done thatrace

Linus Lundqvist will graduate
tothe BRDC British Formula 3
Championship with Double R
Racing this year.

The Swede spent 2017 in British F4
with DoubleR, taking five wins and
11podiumson his way tofifthin
the standings, in a season that was
blighted by bad luck.

at Spaalso meansIwill befamiliar
with all the tracks on the calendar;
Tobviously know the British ones
from F4. There will still be things to
learn, but overall I'm feeling pretty
confident goingintotesting.”

Hewill join American Dev Gorein the
Double R squad, which won the British
F3titlein 2016 with Matheus Leist.

“Linusisaquality driver, areal
genuine prospect,and ouraimisto

motorsport-news.co.uk
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LUNDQVIST TO BRITIS
S WITH BOUBI.E B

“BritishiF4 fmntrun ner makes:the’step up. |

beregularly challenging for podiums
andrace winsasthe championship -
unfolds,” said team boss Anthony Hieatt.

“We’ve got afantasticrelationship
and everyoneat theteamis very
hungry toachievealot of success
in British F3thisseason.”

Elsewhere in British F'3, Carlin has
alsosigned Nicolai Kjaergaard—the
Daneremainingintheseries having
raced with Fortec Motorsportsin2017.

Photos: Jakob Ebre

Ginetta GT4 Pro move for Constabhle

Ginetta GT4 Supercup Am andIthinkit’sgameon,”
Renault UK Clio Cup squad Westbourne classchampionJacConstable  said Hart. “Iwouldlove
Motorsportisplanningareturnto willgraduate tothe main forhimtowinitbutIthink
Ginetta Junior this season. Prodivision this year. hewillfinishin the top
Theteam has extensive experiencein Hehasjoined the new three which ismassive.”
both the Clio Cup and the Michelin Clio Hart GT operation set up Two other former Xentek

Series andisnow lookingtomoveinto
the Ginetta category for the first time
since a one-off campaignin2011.
Itisthesecond Clio squad on the verge
of entering the Ginetta series, which has

by Nick Hart, co-founder

of Constable’sformer team
Xentek Motorsport. Hart
hasextensive experiencein
the series, having previously

racers—Jack Minshaw and
Alex Taylor-willalsorace
fortheteaminthe Amclass.
“It’sanew challenge doing
itby myself butI've still got

lostanumber of its top teams for 2018. been part of the JHR squad alotof the guysIworked
WDE Motorsport recently confirmed that powered British withlastyear,” added Hart,
Jamie Osborneas another new entry. Touring Carracer Tom whoseteam hasIngram and
“If we canfind a suitable driver witha =S : Ingramtothetitlein2013. 2001 Formula Palmer Audi
budget we would like to enter Juniors,” Billy Monger is targeting a drive with Carlin in BRDC British Hebelieves Constable— champion Steve Warburton

said Westbourne boss Richard Colburn.
“Itfits well with what we do on that

packagealready and I'm a firm believer
intryingtodevelop youngtalent. We did

Formula 3 this season as he makes his comeback from the horrific
crashhe suffered at Donington Park last year.The 18-year-old had
hisfirstruninasingle-seatersince the crashata snowy Oulton
Parklastweek in CarlinF3machineryandis nowattempting

whoregularly outperformed
Prodriverslastseason-can
finishinthetopthreeinthe
standings this year, especially

asdriver coaches. “It’sall
systems go. I firmly believe
we can win the championships
this year, we’ve been working

Ginettasbefore so have some experience.” to secure thebudgettorace in the series. Monger suffered asasignificant number of very hard.’ve spentalot of
Westbourne has confirmed it willrun amputations toboth of his legs as aresult of colliding with Patrik lastyear’sfrontrunners money on the workshop and

race winners James Dorlin and James Pasmainthe final British F4 race at Donington last April. havelefttheseries. gettingall thelogistics correct.

Colburninthe Clio Cupthis year. “Adriver always gets Thisisall we’re doingso we

Sharp confirms British F4 return and could get a team-mate for 2018

better in their second year

canreally focusonit.”

team’sfirstseason. Bothare
now targetingamove up the grid.
“We’ve donelots of work on the
car and with Jamie over the winter,”
said team boss Joe Sharp. “Jamie’s
gotnew managementsothis year
could beagood year forus. We're
doinglots of things differently —

British Formula4racer Jamie
Sharp willremainintheseries
this year with hisfamily squad
Sharp Motorsport—and could
getateam-mate this season.
Sharpfinished 15th inthe 2017
standings, takinga best result of
seventh, in what was hisand the

we’ve had a year of learning now.

“We'rein talks with other drivers
sowemay be running more than
one car.Jamieneeds ateam-mate
forthedataanditmakesusateam.
Atthemomentalot of people see
usasa‘ladanddad’teambut
we’remore thanthat.”

Constable (leading) joins Minshaw (r) at Hart GT

Comprehensive motorsport insurance products to keep you on track;

s WRYAN

@ Personal Accident
MOTORSPORT INSURANCE

@ Accident damage On Track

@ Rally damage On Event

@ Storage and Transit @ Track day

to obtain your online quote
Tel — +44 (0)1799 524202

Log on to
Email — info@ryanmi.com

Ryan Motorsport Insurance Limited is an appointed representative (557405) of Independent Broking Solutions Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Its Financial Services Register number is 312026




moTHL s

INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC
MOTORSPORT SHOW

23-25 FEB 2018
| STONELEIGH PARK

J
POWERED BY

EUROPE'S #1 HISTORIC MOTORSPORT SHOW
ICONIC RACING CARS | LIVE RALLY ACTION | SPECIALIST EXHIBITORS | MOTORSPORT LEGENDS

Over 350 stunning racing & rally cars on display | 250 specialist exhibitors, race series, clubs & autojumble
Motor Sport Live Stage with racing legends | Silverstone Auctions competition & classic car sale
Motor Sport Hall of Fame Live! | Live Rally Stage with Group B cars | Race Retro Tour
Race License Medicals | Driver & Navigator introduction training
Arrive & Drive a Classic Car Experience operated by HERO Events | Historic Karting

BOOK TICKETS TODAY AND SAVE UP TO 20%
RACERETRO.COM QUOTE: RR18MSNW

Official Show Partners

el STRAIGHT
SILVERSTONE RGNS (38 Eﬁg‘ncs

—AUCTIONS—

“Discount is based off on the dosg&cf&g@:j;es.-_;rhe discount is pre-apﬁﬁed to the ticket prices
on the website. The code aboveri marketing purposes only. To book by phone please call

0871297 0743. Calls cost 13ppm plus standard network charges. All bookings are subject to
a single transaction fee of £1.50. Advance'tickets are on sale until 23rd February. After that
date, tickets can only be purchased at the show. Entry to the auction requires purchase of a
catalogue. See website for all information. All information correct at time of publishing.




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

D
WORKSHOP

AC/IGN
COGNAC

1925 vintage racing car
Current owner:Tony Lees

Cognac is a “fiery” car

Itdatesbackto the
1920s

“ltissaidtobea 1921 GN
chassis witha 1925 AC engine
in it. The name came from the
guy who first put it together, a
Mr Cohen. So it was CO-GN-
AC. He was competing in it

by the 1930s, atthe Lewes
Speed Trials.”

Itended up with Ron
Footitt

“It then went to a Mr Lowe from
Byfleet, who supposedly
entered it at Brooklands but
there is no record of that. After
the war it went to David Holland,
John Grice and then Ron Footitt
bought it from himin the late
1950s or early 1960s. Ron had
the engine dated by AC when
he owned the car. When Ron
firstbought the carithad a
two-seater body but he
converted it to single-seater
and itis quite a narrow cockpit.
It weighs 607kg.”

Leesacquired itseven
years ago

“He drove the car until his death
inthe 1980s but sadly | never
met him. Freddie Gileswas a
great mate of Ron Footitt and
they had agreed that Freddie
could buy Cognac. Freddie
sold it to his son John, who then
sold it to Trevor John, who had it
forabout 10 years and | bought
itin2011."

Itis afiery spirit

“lwas looking for a vintage
racing car and I'd never heard of
Cognac. But someone said it
was for sale and | had alook at it
atthe VSCC Prescott meeting
in August 2011.1thought it was
fantastic. I've broken it quite a
few times and it has endless
engine troubles, but the third
engine builder seems to have
gotitright. It has done alot of
events in nearly 80 years of
competition. Cognac is a fiery
spirit, and that's how I'd
describe the car.”

Itisveryoriginal

“Itis still pretty much in original
specification. At some point,
Ron fitted hydraulic brakes
because it had cable brakes
before that and at one point he
tried some hydraulic dampers
butthe VSCC told him he
couldn'tuse them. lthasa GN
bevel box, GN back end,
1991cc AC engine and drum
brakes. It has a strange radiator
on the front, whichis a
Hampton. That was a car
company based in Birmingham,
which made very few cars.”

3one of; ]ﬂ?ﬁ’lve nsmm

- ui

EscortRS1700T

was never rallied

By Paul Lawrence

One of the five surviving
Ford Escort RS1700Ts,
Ford’s cancelled Group B
rally project, will run on
thelive action rally stage
atRace Retroon
February 24/25.
Therear-wheel-drive project
from the early 1980s was
abandoned before the cars ever
raninpublicinthe UK, but
BGMsport has spent the last

five yearsrestoring one for
owner Steve Rimmer.

“There are probably only five
left of the 18 that were built,”
said Ian Gwynne from
BGMsport. “Some went to
South Africa when Ford
abandoned the project. We
don’t know of any being
actively used and they have
rarely, if ever, been seen in
publicactionin the UK.”

Only five are known to still
existand one of them is owned

‘Seager is headed
back to the forests’

MG Midget for BHRC, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence
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by M-Sport’s Malcolm Wilson.
Therear-wheel-drive early
Group B project was developed
from the Mk3 Escort by the
Ford Motor Company at
Boreham and Ari Vatanen
drove oneasacourse car on the
Portuguese Rally. However, the
RS1700T was dropped when the
Audi quattroarrived and
rewroterallying’s parameters.
Ford turned to the RS200,
using some of the technology
used on the RS1700T, including

the 1700cc turbocharged
Cosworth BDT engine.

“This carhasbeen
undergoing along-term
restoration herein the
BGMsport workshop and itis
absolutely fabulous that we are
ableto get this car out onto the
rally stage and demonstrate
it,” said Gwynne. “We’ve made
abigpushtogetitready for
Race Retro. Ithas been afive-
year project, on and off, to fully
restoreit.”
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McRae family signs up for Race Retro rally stage performance

Jimmy and Alister McRae will
join Miki Biasioninthe
100-strongfield of carsforthe
Live Actionrally stageat Race
Retronext weekend.
Thebiggest entry of period
rally carstodate will performon
the shortdemonstration stage

within the grounds of Stoneleigh
Parknear Coventry.

Biasion will handle a Lancia
DeltaIntegrale with customary
aplomb while Jimmy McRae will
bereunited with a Vauxhall
Chevette HSR and his son Alister
willdrivea Subaru Legacy.

Other star performers will
include Rob Dennis (Subaru
Impreza), Ben Mellors (Proton
IrizR5), Warren Philliskirk
(Metro6R4), Tony Worswick
(Ferrari308GTB)and Mick
Strafford in the crowd-pleasing
Vauxhall Firenza Can-Am.

Subaru will o demo runs

Ford rally star Eric Jackson passes away

EricJackson, 1964 British Rally
champion, hasdied aged 94.

Jackson foughtin the Second
World War and thenreturned
tolivein Barnsley where he
developed asmall garage business
into what was, atthe time, the
largest privately-owned Ford
dealershipin Europe.

He contested hisfirstrallyin
1954, attheage of 30,and
competed for 20 years before
retiringin 1974. A seriousaccident

Alexis i is back w1th a bang

on the 1973 Chieftain Rally left
him with considerable injuries.
Duringtwodecades at the top of
nationalrallyinghe also
contested some of the toughest
marathons,includingthe
London-Sydney. The 1974 World
CupRally was hisfinal event.
Jackson was also one for
demonstrating hisendurance
driving prowess. He famously
drove a Ford Corsairaround the
worldinjust43days.

Woolmer duo to run rally car at Goodwood

Father and son Paul and
Richard Woolmer will team up
torace afamous Austin
Healey 3000 in the Moss
Trophy event at the Goodwood
Members’ Meeting.

The Woolmers will share the
ex-Morley brothers Austin
Healey 3000 ‘XJB 876’ works
rally car. The 1961 Alpine
Rally winner has been
owned by Michael Darcey
for 40 years.

“Itisstillarally car,
complete with spotlights,”
said Woolmer senior. “Richard
raced itatthe 2017 Revival but
we’re sharing it for the first
time.” Richard, who recently
turned 22, starred at last year’s
Members’ Meeting in his
Sebring Sprite.

The Healey is tended by the
family’s Bedford-based
business, Woolmer Classic
Engineering.

Rare trials Alexis chassis returns to action with Stuart Roach

Thefirsttrials car built by
race car manufacturer Alexis
hasreturned to thediscipline
recently in the hands of Formula
Juniorracer Stuart Roach.

The 1962 MK1 trials car, chassis
HF101, was used extensively in

period and isnow back in action
after amajor restoration.
“Quiteafew were builtand
othersarestillabout, but thisis
the only one currently
running,” said Roach.
Thenowimmaculate carhad

notrunforseveral decades
before Roach acquired it from
Duncan Rabagliati about 10
years ago. Rabagliati, another
Alexisenthusiast, rescued it
from afarm whereithad been
living outside.
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IN BRIEF

New Crossle FFord
Formula Ford veteran Stuart
Kestenbaum will campaign a
Crossle 16F in Historic FF1600
and had planned to shake the
newly-rebuilt car down at Mallory
Park until testing was lost to bad
weather. The car is being run by
fellow Formula Ford veteran Don
Hardman and the project starts
the 30th season for the
Kestenbaum/Hardman alliance.

Classic Monte win
The Italian crew of Gianmaria
Aghem and Diego Cumino won the
21stRallye Monte Carlo Historique
intheir Lancia Fulviawhen the
regularity event finished in Monaco
last week. Aghem repeated his 2005
victory by seeing off the challenge of
the Greek-entered VW Golf GTi of
George Delaportas.

Seager’s plans
Afteracouple of seasons
concentrating on asphalt events,
Bob Seager is taking his MG
Midget back into the forests to
contest this season’s British
Historic Rally Championship.
Seager has been encouraged
back to gravel by the Rally 2WD
format and is now looking fora
co-driver for the Category 1 car.

Whizzo’s colours

In honour of Barrie ‘Whizzo' Williams,
who announced his retirement from
racing in last week's MN, Andy
Harrison will race in the same crash
helmet colours this season. Renowned
Mini expert Harrison, who regularly
shared historic Minis with Williams, has
christened his newly-built FIA
specification racing Mini as ‘Whizz.

John Smith
Formerleading Irish racer John
Smith died recently atthe age of
81.Inthe 1960s and 1970s, Smith
was a well known racer, starting
with his own Smith Special which
he later converted into a Formula
Ford.He thenraced F2 and
Formula Atlantic, including the
March 722 now raced successfully
in Historic F2 by his son Darwin.

Rally ride prize

Irish historic Mini ace Ray Cunningham
will give atleast one lucky winnera
passenger ride during the Mini Magic
event at the Pallas Track, Tynagh, on
Sunday, July 15. Cunningham’s
Galway Mini Centre will display several
competition Minis and anyone arriving
inaMiniwill be entered into a draw for
the memorable passengerrun.

Coughtrie runs

The Mitsubishi Galant VR4 of
Tom Coughtrie and Baz Green
will be the sole historic Category
4B entry on Saturday’s Cambrian
Rally. The BTRDA has opened its
Historic Cup regulations out to
include the four-wheel-drive cars
of the late 1980s for this season.
Coughtrie will be one of seven
historic contenders to compete
on the North Wales event.

Coughtne is lonely in 4B
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McKnight on form
Top two-wheel-drive runner on the
Snowman was Greg McKnight. He
finished eighth overall in his Ford
Escort Mk2 on aday in which
conditions greatly favoured the
four-wheel-drive brigade. Paul
McErlean was 16th overall in his
Mk2 after making the nine-hour trip
on Friday from Bellaghy in Northern
Ireland. He finished just 18 seconds
clear of the Mk2 of Paddy Munro.

Retson seals Class 3
Scott MacBeth had been leading the
1650cc Class 3 at the halfway point until
his Citroen C2 R2 MAX slid off the road in
the snowy Ben Wyvis stage, leaving Finlay
Retson to take the honours. First time out
inthe ex-MacBeth Vauxhall Nova, Thomas
Gray was second ahead of Steve Ross,
who nursed his Nova over the finish line
with a burst head gasket. Steven Bellshaw
was fourthin class in his Citroen C2

VTS winning the Ecosse Challenge and
struggling through the final stage in pitch
darkness: “I don'thave alight bar,” he
admitted, “l couldn’t see a thing with the

"

standard headlamps!

History repeats

Emotions were running high atthe
conclusion of Saturday’s Arnold
Clark Snowman Rally. It was 39 years
since the name ‘Gallacher’ last
appeared on the winner’s trophy.
Andrew’s dad, and four-time Scottish
champion Drew Gallacher, lastwon
the Snowman in 1979 with the late
David ‘Budgie’ McHarg in their Ford
Escort Mk2. There were tears too. A
disconsolate Quintin Milne said at
the finish: “l so wanted to win this
fordad.” His father, Donald Milne
was killed in an aeroplane accident
justlast month. He lastwon the
Snowman in 1994 with Bob Wilson
inan MG Metro 6R4.

MacDonald’s carx

Ross MacDonald appeared at the
Snowman Rally with a‘new’ carand
scored his best result to date with

10th place overall. He had ‘borrowed’ a
Mitsubishi Lancer E9 from his uncle (and
employer) Donnie MacDonald in place of
his own E8. “It was a one-off," said Ross.
“No doubt any future drives will be decided
atthe barafter the rally.” There would
appearto one other proviso: “If | beat any of
his times in the Fiesta on the rally then it will
be no car, no job and no prospects!”

Class Cowan wins

Niall Cowan Jrwon the 1450cc class
by almost six minutes in his MG ZR.
Steven Crockett was second in

his Peugeot 205 after breaking his
sumpguard in a ditch in the third stage.
Scott Sloan was third in his Vauxhall
Corsa despite having to stop at the
end of the second stage to repaira
broken gear linkage (see Rally News).

SRC at50

The Scottish Rally Championship was
sporting anew logo at the weekend to
commemorate the fact that this year
marks the 50th anniversary of Scotland’s
top rally championship moving into the
woods. Until 1967, the national series had
majored on ‘selective’ rallies in the seven
round series, butin 1968, the competition
became forest based.

Gallacher survived
hairy moments

ndrew Gallacher
and Jane Nicol
won the
openinground
of thisyear’s
Scottish Rally
Championship
at Inverness on Saturday.

It was the double Scottish Saloon
Car Racing champion’sfirst outright
victory on aforestrally, butattheend
of 44miles of stages, Quintin Milne
and Sean Donnelly were only six
seconds adrift in the runner-up spot
in their SubaruImpreza S11 WRC.

Donnie MacDonald and Andrew
Falconer completed the podium
line-up, finishingjust 14 seconds
behind Milne.

Infact, less than two minutes
covered the whole top 10 by the finish
of the 44-mile event over which the
87 cars sped. Conditions ranged from
hard, dry perma-frost, tomud on top
of ice and deep snow, and all with
added ice. Pickinga winner on this
event was as difficult as picking the
right tyre for each stage.

Alast-minute change of plan saw
Mark McCulloch at the wheel of a Ford
FiestaR5instead of the anticipated
Mitsubishi Mirage entry, but hislack
of familiarity with the machine did
little tofaze him. He set equal fastest
time over the opening Meall Mor
stage with Gallacherin the Ford
Focus WRC. Only three seconds
behind was 2016 Snowman Rally
winner, MacDonald, in his Fiesta R5
despiteaspin, but the treacherous
conditions had already claimed
theirfirst victims.

Shaun Sinclair’s Subaru Impreza
appeared at the stagefinish with a
wrinkled front end and two punctures.
Another potential victory contender,
Bruce McCombie, limped out with a
punctured front tyre on his Mitsubishi
losingnearly half aminute. And
fresh from his stunning debut on last
November’s Wyedean Stages Rally
where he finished fifth overall, the
18-year-old Lawrence Whyte came up
against the harshrealities of forest
rallying when his Fiesta R5 spent over

three and a half agonising minutes
stuckinanicy ditch.

The second stage at Millbuie
hadmore chicanes than apinball
machine, but 2009 Snowman winner
Reay MacKay snatched fastest time
in his Focus WRC by two seconds
from MacDonald’s more modern
Ford. McCulloch’s valiant push for
glory suffered amajor setback
when he selected the launch-control
system at the start of the stage and
was plagued with a persistent misfire
all the way through, which cost him
over half aminute.

Atleasthewasstillinthe
competition. Another fancied
pre-event favourite fell by the
wayside when Mike Faulkner slid his
Mitsubishi sideways off the track on
anicy bend. Little damage was caused
but he was well off theroad. Barry
Groundwater followed him off at the
same bend, but managed toregain
theroad only to slide off, and stay
off, three cornerslater.

Sinclair calleditaday at theend
of the stage too when the intercooler
sprungaleak, courtesy of hisearlier
first stage misdemeanour.

His second-fastest time of the day
moved Gallacherinto therallylead
after three stages with Milne holding
second place, 20 seconds behind, only
toloseitonthe next stage when Steven
Clark went fastest over the snowy Ben
Wyvistestin hiselderly Lancer E5 by
two seconds from MacKay.

Inthepenultimate test at Rogie,
MacDonald scored his quickest time
of the day by two seconds from John
Wink in his Hyundaii20 R5, who
might have been more in the frame but
for aspin on thefirst stage of the day.
Milne was third quickest pushing
Clark back into third place overall and
MacKay into fifth behind MacDonald.
Gallacher was further back aftera
couple of “hairy” moments well
documented on social media.

Aheadlay are-run of the first stage
of the day and as the survivors headed
south back over the Kessock Bridge
thoughtsturned again to the weather.
Had conditions improved as the sun

M11ne wanted win &=
for his late father

POS| DRIVER/CO-DRIVER
1 | Andrew Gallacher/Jane Nicol

Snowman Rally, Scottish Rally Championship, round 1/7, Feb 10
| cCAR

|TIME

Ford Focus WRC 46m28s

Quintin Milne/Sean Donnelly

SubarulmprezaS11 WRC |+6s

Donnie MacDonald/Andrew Falconer

Ford Fiesta RS +20s

Reay MacKay/Keir Beaton

Ford Focus WRC +23s

Steven Clark/Paul Gribben

Mitsubishi Lancer E5 +41s

John Wink/John Forrest

Hyundaii20 R5 +45s

Bruce McCombie/Michael Coutts

Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q +1mO03s

Greg McKnight/Harry Marchbank

Ford Escort Mk2 +1m44s

9 |John Morrison/Peter Carstairs

Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q +1m48s

10 | Ross MacDonald/Matthew Johnstone

Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +1mb7s

Gribben; Gallacher/ Nicol

Class winners: Niall Cowan Jr/Thomas Bruce (MG ZR); James Campbell/ Kevin Mclver (Talbot Sunbeam); Finlay Retson/Tom Hynd
(Fiesta R2); Paddy Munro/Seumas MacLean (Escort Mk2); Eddie 0'Donnell Jr/ Chris Lees (Escort Mk1); Martin Crombie/ David Law

(Peugeot 306); Paul McErlean/ Niall McKenna (Escort Mk2); McKnight/ Marchbank; Fraser Wilson/ Craig Wallace (Lancer ES); Clark/

rose over the forests? No. Notatall.

Milne was quickest. “That was the
first stage today Ifeltat home with
thecar,” said Milne, “itjust proves
Ishould have made time for a test
beforehand. Itook 20 seconds out
of Gallacherin seven miles.”

It wasn’t quite enough. Goinginto
that final stage, Gallacher’slead was
24 seconds. Milne missed out by four.

Clark alsolost out. Goingintothe

final stage he was holding third
overall, but his turbo failed halfway
through the final testand MacDonald
swept past for the final podium slot.
Theresultearned Gallacher his
maidenrallying victory, all the more
remarkable for thefact. “Ididn’t have
any new tyres,” said the rally winner.
“My sponsor Tom Blackwood bought
all of Shaun Sinclair’sused tyres —
that’s what we were using today.”
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Last-stage dash
netted a big win
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MEMORIAL
SOUTH DOWNS STAGES
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FITTING GOODWOOD WIN FOR JONES
ANDFERRARI 308 MICHELOTTO

South Downs Stages
BylanHarden

Organiser: Southsea MC/ Bognor Regis MIC When: February 10
Where: Goodwood, Sussex Championships: ACSMC, ASEMC/AEMC
Starters: 55 Stages:9

In a fitting tribute to the circuit’s
racing history, a Ferrariwon the
South Downs Stages afteran
all-out final stage charge by
Lee Jones/Daniel Boshierin
their 308 Michelotto.
Jones/Boshier managed toturna
one-second deficitinto a seven-second
victory over Ian and Oliver
Hucklebridge (Ford Escort Mk2) and
provided the climax to an excitingscrap

forthelead, which involved four crews.
Significant stage layout changes from
previous years negated local knowledge,
sothat 2017 winners Paul King/Alicia
Miles (Escort MKk2) were challenged for
the earlylead by Jones, Hucklebridge
and Dean Thomas/Mark Burt’s
unique Toyonda MR2. Close behind,
Christopher and Anthony Newton’s
1400cc Vauxhall Nova held Paul Baile/
Loic Ditchburn (SubaruImpreza)at
bay while the Escort Mk2s of Tim
Mewett/Liz Jordan (Escort MKk2)
and Kevin Jones/Jack Didcock
locked horns over sixth position.
Persistent drizzle from mid-morning
onwards meant on-stage grip decreased

rapidly and Thomastook thelead,
his confidence boosted after fitting
new suspension that, hesaid, had
transformed his car’shandling after
therecent Brands Hatch Stages.

Kingretired with abroken half-shaft
on SS2and Jones spun onto the wet
grassinfield and dropped to fourth,
while Hucklebridge - with son, Oliver,
making his co-driving debut-smilingly
admitted to “a couple of daft mistakes”
includingforgetting to puthis carinto
gear atthestartof SS3.

Theleading trioremained locked
together into the afternoon, never more
than four seconds apart while the battle
for fourth eased slightly when Kevin

Jonesretired with gearbox problems.
With three stagesleft Lee Jones
suddenly picked up pace. Having
suffered intercom failure on SS6 he
fought back, stormingthrough the
fadinglight on the following two
teststomove into second place, while
Thomas emerged from SS7witha
rear puncture and dropped to third.
Thefinal testraninfulldark and
despitenot havingauxiliary lights, Jones
sethisthird-fastesttime in arow toseal
victory, believed to be the first overall win
fora Ferrarisince Tony Worswick in 1985.
Runner-up Hucklebridge lost time due
toover-driving his Escortlate on and
stated: “I'm gutted that Oliver hasn’t got

awintoday; hehasdoneafantasticjob.”
Behind third-placed Thomas, Newton
outpaced Bailein the closing miles to
retakefourth and win the 1400cc class
after atrouble-free run. Mewett took
sixth despite afourth-stage spinand
havingtorunonintermediate tyres
inthe wet weather.
Results
1 Lee Jones/ Daniel Boshier (Ferrari 308 Michelotto) 36m 51s; 2 lan
Hucklebridge/ Oliver Hucklebridge (Ford Escort Mk2) + Ts; 3 Dean
Thomas/Mark Burt (Toyonda MR2); 4 Christopher Newton/Anthony
Newton (Vauxhall Nova); 5 Paul Baile/ Loic Ditchburn (Subaru
Impreza); 6 Tim Mewett/Liz Jordan (Escort MK2); 7 Stuart Cogger/
Ade Summers (Escort Mk2); 8 Richard Seal/Alistair Flack (Escort
Mk2); 9 Anthony Robinson/ Mark Witherspoon (Citroen DS3 R3);
10 Roland Brown/Terry Luckings (Escort Mk1).
Class winners: Newton/Newton, Erie Graham/James Potter
(Escort Mk1), Thomas/Burt, Jones/ Boshier, Baile/ Ditchburn.

No sign of rust for Tom Morris as the Metro 6R4 proves as competitive as ever at Blyton Park

Jack Neal Memorial Rally second, with Graeme Bell/Russ demise he eased himself to
By Peter Scherer Radford’s Proton Millington aclear second over Bell,

only asecond down in third. but 48 seconds adrift of the
Organiser: Clitheroe & DistrictMC When: February 10 Edwards began to close on the victorious Morris.

Where: Blyton Park, Lincs Championships: ANEMMC,
ANWCC, SD34, EMAMC, GwynneSpeed Starters: 53 Stages: 10

lead, having set two fastest stage

Steve Simpson/Dave Jackson

Citroen C2s, boosted by five extra
points for playing their joker.
Jon Shepherd and Chris
Bullock were second on their
debutin theseries, in last

times. But with the rear wheels

locking up at hairpinsand a
Despite having been out of the slight excursion, the British
car for seven months, Tom Rally Championship driver —

Morris and Colin Harkness
proved unbeatable as they took

replacing Peter Smith, who had
stayed on in Australia after the

their third successive winonthe Bathurst 1000km and drafted
Jack Neal Memorial Rally. in the Welshman to replace
Morris’s Metro 6R4 was never him -started tolose ground

headed, but after Mark Roberts/
Stephen Landen’s Ford Escort
Cosworth was baulked on stage
three, Matt Edwards/Tom
Murphy’s Escort was into

again and eventually stopped
on stage with the brakes locked
on and amisfire.

Roberts had managed toretake
Bell on SS5. Following Edwards’

gradually worked their way up
the top 10in their new Subaru
Impreza, clinching fourth on
thelast stage from the amazing
Fred Field/Josh Davison in
their Opel Adam R2, whoran
as high as third overall in their
front-wheel-drive machine.
Brandon Smith/Terry Martin’s
Darrian completed the top six.
David Thorpe/Megan
McCarron took maximum points
in the opening round of the
GwynneSpeed Challenge for

year’s championship-winning
car prevously owned by
Mat Wheeler.

Results

1 Tom Morris/ Colin Harkness (MG Metro 6R4) 41m02s; —
2 Mark Roberts/Stephen Landen (Ford Escort Cosworth) J‘
+48s; 3 Graeme Bell/ Russ Radford (Proton Satria $2500
Millington); 4 Steve Simpson/Dave Jackson (Subaru
Impreza); 5 Fred Field/Josh Davison (Opel Adam R2); 6
Brandon Smith/Terry Martin (Darrian GTR); 7 Chris Marshall/
Simon Hunter (Mitsubishi Lancer E5); 8 Lee Allen/Louise
Allen (Lancer E3); 9 Martin Farvar/Andy Ward (Subaru
Impreza); 10 Andrew Morris/ Chloe Thomas (Escort Mk2).
Class winners: John Deegan/Shane Smith (Subaru Justy);
Field/Jackson; Morris/Thomas; Smith/ Martin.

ferry

——

Morris/Hark

ness beat much newer machinery
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National Hot Rods, England

National Hot Rods, Northern

2017/2018 season Ireland 2017/2018
8 | Birmingham March 3 8 | Ballymena March 30
9 | Hednesford March 18 9 | Aghadowey April 2
10 | Northampton March 30 10 | Ballymena April13
11 | Ipswich April 2 11 | Tullyroan May 5
12 | Hednesford May 7 12 | Tullyroan May 12
13 | Ipswich May 28 13 | Aghadowey May 18
14 | Aldershot June 10 14 | Ballymena June 1

National Hot Rods, England National Hot Rods, Northern

2018/2019 season Ireland 201872019

RD | PLACE | DATE

1 Birmingham July 21 1 Ballymena July 20
2 | Ipswich Aug 27 2 | Ballymena Aug 11
3 | Aldershot Sept 2 3 | Aghadowey Aug 18
4 | Northampton Sept 30 4 | Tullyroan Sept 1
5 | Hednesford Oct 14 5 | Ballymena Sept 14
6 | lpswich Oct 20 6 | Ballymena Octb
7 | Hednesford Nov 4 7 | Aghadowey Oct 26

National Hot Rods, Scotland One-offevents

2011/2018 EVENT |PLACE | DATE

European Championships |Lochgelly | April22/23

7 | Lochgelly March 3 Thunder 500 Ipswich June 23
8 | Cowdenbeath March 31 Spedeweekend World Final| Ipswich July 7/8
9 | Lochgelly April 7 National Championship Hednesford | Aug 4/5
10 | Cowdenbeath May 5 British Championship Tullyroan Sept 22/23
11 | Crimond May 20 Ulster Championshi Tullyroan Oct 13
12 | Crimond June 10

National Hot Rods, Scotland
2018/2019

1 Lochgelly July 21
2 | Cowdenbeath Aug 25
3 | Crimond Sept 8
4 | Crimond Sept9
5 | Cowdenbeath Oct6
6 | Lochgelly Nov5

One-off BriSCAF1 events

Scottish Championship, Cowdenbeath

British Championship, Belle Vue July5
European Championship, Northampton July 29
World Cup, Venray, Holland Aug19
World Masters, Northampton Sept 16
Gala Night, Birmingham Nov 18

BriSCAF1World Championship

qualifiers 2017/2018
1 Stoke March 31
2 Mildenhall April 7
3 Birmingham April 14
4 Hednesford April 15
5 Sheffield April 22
6 King's Lynn April 28
7 Skegness May 12
8 | BelleVue May 28
9 Buxton June 3
10 | Cowdenbeath June 16
11 | Lochgelly June 17
12 | lpswich June 23
13 | Northampton June 24

Semi-finals
SF1 | King'sLynn Aug4
SF2 | Birmingham Aug 11

Final
Final| Skegness | Sept 15

BriSCAF1World Championship

qualifiers 2018/2019
1 Buxton Sept 30
2 Sheffield Oct 7
3 Skegness Oct13
4 King's Lynn Oct 20
5 Birmingham Oct 27
6 Northampton Oct 28
7 Stoke Nov3
8 Belle Vue Nov 11
BriSCAF1

Shoot-outSeries

RD |PLACE | DATE

1 Belle Vue Aug 27
2 King's Lynn Sept 22
3 Buxton Sept 30
4 Sheffield Oct 7
5 Skegness Oct13
6 King's Lynn Oct20
7 Birmingham Oct 27
8 Northampton Oct 28
9 Stoke Nov3
Final | Belle Vue Nov 11

FIAWorld Rallycross
Championship
1 Catalunya, Spain April 14-1
2 Montalegre, Portugal | April 28/2
3 Mettet, Belgium May 12/1!
4 | Silverstone, UK May 25-2
5 Hell, Norway June9/10
6 Holjes, Sweden June 30/Jul
7 Trois-Rivieres, Canada | Aug 4/5
8 | Loheac, France Sept 1/2
9 Riga, Latvia Sept 15/1
10 | Circuitofthe Americas,US | Sept 29/3
11 | Estering, Germany Oct 13/14
12 | Killarney, South Africa__| Nov 24/2¢
British Rallycross
Championship
1 Silverstone March 17
2 Lydden Hill April 2
3 Croft May 6
4 Pembrey June 23
5 Pembrey June 24
6 Croft July 29
7 Lydden Hill Aug 27
8 Pembrey Sept 23
9 Silverstone Nov 3
BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
Championship
1 Blyton March 25
2 Pembrey May 12
3 Pembrey May 13
4 Blyton June 17
5 Pembrey July 14
6 Pembrey July 15
7 Lydden Hill Sept 8
8 Blyton Oct 14
9 Croft Oct 27
Irish Rallycross
Championship
1 Mondello Park March 4
2 Mondello Park April 21/2
3 Tynagh May 27
4 Mondello Park July 21
5 Mondello Park July 22
6 Tynagh Sept 16
7 Mondello Park Oct 21
8 Mondello Park Nov 25

FOLLOW USONTWITTER

@MNmotorsport
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I |

MSA British Hillclimb Scottish Sprint
Championship Championship BTRDA Autotest
Bl RD | PLACE | DATE RD |EVENT | DATE
6| 1 | Prescott April 28/29 1 Kames April 7 1 John MacKenzie (Hagley and District Light Car Club) March 11
2 | 2 | Craigantlet May 5 2 Kames April 8 2 | Foxley (Herefordshire Motor Club) April 8
3| 3 | HarewoodHill |May12/13 3 Kames May 5 3 |Juniper (CSMANE London) April 21
2 4 | GurstonDown | May 26/27 4 | Kames May 6 4 | Staffordshire Knot (Wolverhampton and South Staffs Car Club) | May 20
.| 5 | Shelsley Walsh |June 2/3 5 Golspie June 2 5 | BigAutotest (Hartlepool and District Motor Club) June 10
/1] 6 | LotonPark June 9/10 6 Golspie June 3 BTRDA Sporting Trials 6 | Tim Sargeant Memorial (Knutsford and District Motor Club) | June 24
1 7 | Doune June 23/24 7 Boyndie June 30 RD | EVENT | DATE 7 | Nic Ayres Memorial (Alwoodley Motor Club) July8
) 8 | BarbonManor |July?7 8 Boyndie July 1 1 Charles Pollard, Northamptonshire (Peterborough Motor Club) | Feb 25 8 | Maximum Attack (South of Scotland Car Club) July 21
6 | 9 | HarewoodHill |July8 9 Kames July 28 2 | Walsingham, Hampshire (750 Motor Club) March 4 9 | Kennings (Caernarfonshire and Anglesey Motor Club) Aug 5
0 | 10 | Bouley Bay July18 10 | Kames July 29 3 | PeterBlankstone, Shelsley Walsh (Midland Automobile Club) March 11 10 | Firefly (Whitchurch Motor Club) Aug 19
" 11 | ValdesTerres | July 21 11 | Alford Aug 1/2 4 | Stuart Butterfield, Yorkshire (Yorkshire Sports Car Club) March 17 11 | Loughborough (Loughborough Car Club) Sept 2
| 12 | Wiscombe Park | July 28/29 12 | Golspie Sept 8 5 | Stone Trough, Yorkshire (Yorkshire Sports Car Club) March 18
% 13 | Shelsley Walsh | Aug11/12 13 | Golspie Sept 9 6 Presidents Trophy, Hampshire (Southsea Motor Club) March 25
14 | Gurston Down | Aug 25/26 14 | Boyndie Sept 29 7 Geoff Taylor, Staffordshire (Hagley and District Light Car Club) | April 8 British Autograss
15 | Prescott Sept1/2 15 | Boyndie Sept 30 8 | JBTaylor, Somerset (Kentish Border Car Club) April 15 Championship
B | 16/ Doune Sept 15/16 16 | Kames Oct7 9 | Pennine, Derbyshire (Airedale and Pennine Car Club) April 22 ! 3
| 17 | Loton Park Sept 22/23 10 | Jiggers Jug, Cumbria (Northern Phoenix Car Club) May 6 1 | York May 26/27 ==y s, _“
] 11 | Raymond Baxter, Cumbria (Northern Phoenix Car Club) May 7 2 | Cwmdu June 23/24 R
| | MSABritish Sprint Scottish Hillclimb 12 | Four Turnings, Cornwall (Camel Vale Motor Club) May 13 3 [ Scunthorpe July21/22 T
| |Championship Championship 13 | Spring Sporting, Oxfordshire (Midlands Trials Car Club) May 20 4| Yorkshire Dales | Sept8/9 _ =
| SUMMER BREAK 5 |Stroud Sept22/23
al 1 | Castle Combe | March 24 1 Doune April 14 14 | RobinJager, Cumbria (Northern Phoenix Car Club) Sept 9
2 | Croft April 2 2 |Doune April 15 15 | Robin Alexander, Cornwall (Camel Vale Motor Club) Sept15 X K K
il 3 | Pembrey June 2 3 |Fintray May 19 16_| David Ayers, Cornwall (North Cornwall and Launceston) Sept 16 MSA Drag Racing Championship
_ 4 | Pembrey June 3 4 |Fintray May 20 17 | PeterFear, Gloucestershire (Ross and District Motor Club) Sept 23 RD |EVENT | DATE
s 5 | Snetterton June 23 5 |Forrestburn June 16 18 | John Southern, Cumbria (Northern Phoenix Car Club) Oct?7 1 Festival of Power, Santa Pod March 30-April 1
6 | Snetterton June 24 6 |Forrestburn June 17 19 | Mercian, Oxfordshire (Coventry and Warwickshire Car Club) Oct 21 2 | FIAMain Event, Santa Pod May 25-28
7 | LyddenHill July14 7 |Doune June 23/24 20 | Tulleys Farm, Sussex (Kentish Border Car Club) Nov 4 3 [ Summer Nationals, Santa Pod June 30-July 1
. 8 | Knockhill July 21 8 |Fintray July 7 21 | RoyFedden, Avon (Bristol Motor Club) Nov 11 4 | Euro Nationals, Santa Pod July 27-29
] 9 | Knockhill July 22 9  |Fintray July 8 22 | Loughborough (Loughborough Car Club) Nov 18 5 | EuroFinals, Santa Pod Sept 6-9
l 10 | Kirkistown Aug4 10 |[Forrestburn Aug 25 23 | Gloster, Gloucestershire (750 Motor Club) Dec?2 6 | National Finals, Santa Pod Oct 6/7
= 11 | Kirkistown Aug 5 11 _|Forrestburn Aug 26
il 12 | Rockingham Aug 19 12 |Doune Sept15/16
| 13 | Blyton Park Sept8 BTRDA Autosolo Championship One-off events
| [14]BiytonPark | Sept9 RD_| EVENT | DATE M
. 15 | Anglesey Oct 6 2 | Cotswold Airfield, Kemble (Devizes and District Motor Club) Feb 25 Motorsport at the Palace, Crystal Palace May 27/28
|l 16 | Anglesey Oct 7 3 | Mitcheldean (Ross and District Motor Club) March 18 Pikes Peak International Hillclimb, Colorado, USA June 24
4 | Cotswold Airfield, Kemble (Bath Motor Club) April 8 Chateau Impney Hillclimb, Droitwich July 7/8
5 | Finmere Aerodrome (Oxford Motor Club) April 22 Goodwood Festival of Speed, Goodwood July12-15
6 | Cheltenham Race Course (Sixty and Worcestershire Car Club) | May 13 Gilobal Rallycross, Lydden Hill Oct27/28
7 | TBC (Farnborough and District Motor Club) May 13 London to Brighton Veteran Car Run Nov 4
8 | Lymm Services (Boundless/CSMA) May 20
9 | TBC(Bristol Motor Club) May 26
10 | Abingdon CAR-nival, Dalton Barracks (TBC) June 9
11 | Lymm Services (Boundless/CSMA) June 24
12 | Loughborough Car Club June 24
13 | Under 17 MCNW July 22
14 | Bath Motor Club Aug 5
15 | Under 17 MCNW Aug 19
16 | Bristol Motor Club Sept 9
17 | Ross and District Motor Sports Club Sept 16
18 | Oxford Motor Club Oct 7
19 | Cheltenham Race Course (Sixty and Worcestershire Car Club) | Oct 14 E
20 | Booths Hall (Knutsford and District Motor Club) Nov 4 GoT A STnnY? EMA'L =
21 | Curborough Sprint Course (BTRDA) Nov 18 5

matt.james@motorsport-news.co.uk =
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ALLY NEWS

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com, LAT

RALLY SWEDEN S

REVIE

Latvala is feehng very
happy with the Yaris

CANITO

By David Evans

The very thought of a Toyota Yaris
WRC winning 12 months ago was
laughable. So laughable, in fact,
most people did just that. Right
up until the pointwhen itbecame
clear Jari-Matti Latvala wouldn’t
buckle under pressure from
M-Sport’s Ott Tanak.

They stopped laughing then. And took
Tommi Makinen and his band of Finns
from Puuppola much more seriously.

Now, the Toyota is the stand-out
favourite for victory on this week’s
second round of the World Rally
Championship. Andit’s Latvala
who’sin the box seat for back-to-back
successin the snow.

“Wehad a good test for Sweden,” said
Latvala. “The only problem was too
much snow. We had really alot after the
first half day, we had to plough the road
again-butthisis OK, it gives me a good
feeling for the car in these conditions.
I’'mhappy with the set-up.”

There’sareal energy about Latvala at
the moment. He came away from Monte
Carlo with his first podiumin seven
months, joking about how he’d forgotten

the finish procedure asithad been so
longsince his Rally Italy runners-up
spotinJune.

“Ihave agood feeling,” he said.
“Ifeel relaxed. I know the suspension
isworking, I know what we can do with
this car and, Imustsay, I know this car
isbetter thanlast year —even though we
won last year. I know everybody else
hasmade progress with their cars...”

His voice trails away. He’s caught
himself just before he made the sort of
prediction he knows people are fishing
for. He knows he can win, but he’s not
about to say that. Instead, he goes back
tothetest and offers a deeper, Latvala-

style analysis of his current good feeling.

“Youknow when you're at the test,”
hesaid. “You just know.Irememberin
2015,Iwentand did my testand I came
away and I was all the time thinking to
the set-up: ‘Should I have done this?
Thatdidn’tgosowell.’ Inthe end I took
the set-up from Ogier and when the
rally started I went to the snowbank.

“Afterthistest,Iwas happyand
didn’t come away wondering what other
people had done. Ididn’t need to think
aboutitanymore.”

You can only imagine how good that

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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TOP.OF THE
RLD ON HOME GROUND?

Tommi Makinen’s team Is favourite, Jari-Matti Latvala explains why

testand Latvala’s feeling must be if
he’scome out of it and stopped
thinking about every last detail.

Toyota is favourite
Attheend of the openinground in
Monte Carlo, Toyota team boss
Makinen talked about round two and
histeam’s chances. He told Motorsport
News: “Now [champion] Sebastien
Ogier hasto come to our back yard.”

Inanutshell,it’sthat back yard that
makes Toyota the favourite in Sweden.

Based in central Finland, the natural
habitat and permanent test base for
the Yarisis close to Jyvaskyla; for
two-thirds of the year those roads are
perfect for Rally Finland. And for the
final third, when winter comes, they’re
transformed to give the best possible
prep for Rally Sweden; snow’s snow
and fastroads are fast roads, regardless
of their Nordic nationality. And being
abletotuneacartothe precise
requirements using key knowledge
offers an invaluable edge.

On top of the potential for endless
hours of snow running, Toyota’s
off-season engine and suspension
work has clearly paid dividends.

WHAT’S ON NEAR YOU THIS WEEKEND? LISTINGS

Latvala:adecade on
“Ican’tunderstand thatit’s 10 years
since I won my first-ever World Rally
Championshipevent,” said Latvala
of his 2008 Rally Sweden victory.

“Thetime has gone so quickly since
then, butit wasanincredible feeling
formetodothatand tobeat myidol
Henri Toivonen to become the youngest
ever winner [of a WRCround].

“Marcus Gronholm had retired at the
end of the previous seasonandIgothis
placeinthe worksteam.Iwanted todoit
right, butthe Monte [Carlo Rally] was
adisaster. Thad no performance, I
had a puncture and then damaged the
suspension, areal disaster. But Malcolm
[Wilson, Ford team principal] told me to
relax and remember I would have the
goodplacetostartontheroadin Sweden.

“Onthe way to thefirst stagein Sweden
that year,Iremember, Ifeltreally, really
nervous. Thefirstcornerinthatstage
was slippery, but after that Ifelt the grip
and the grip was coming more and more.
My confidence grew and the feeling was
really nice.

“T'had such confidenceinthe car.
Nobody expected me to win, Ididn’t
expecttowin, butIdidit.”

The conditions

Two yearsago, Rally Sweden was dead.
It washard toimagine a way back from
the continued question marks over
conditions on the Karlstad-based event.
Movingthe service park north to Torsby
helped, a bit of latitude can goalong way
tochangingattitudes.

But whatalways works bestin Sweden
isastorm. Andnotjustany old storm, it’s
gottobetheperfect storm. Atthe time of
writing (anecessary literary safeguard
against the potential for some sort of
tropical upturn melting everything),
the conditions on theroad are what the
drivers dream of year-in-year out: good
iceand solid snowbanks.

These conditions aren’t the work of a
moment, perfection has evolved over the
last month. First thing youneed is snow,
and anawfullotof it. We’re talking the
proper, metre-deep stuff. And then you
need the same again. After that, you
plough theroad to compress the surface
snow and build the walls. Arisein
temperaturesis vital at this point.

Itmight sound odd, buta couple of
days of plus four or five with some
sunshine melts the snow into the road
teeingus upfor the pivotal moment: the

PAGE 31

The Strength of Experlence speedhne

e-mail: info@speedlinecorse.co.uk | website: www.speedlinecorse.co.uk




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

‘The Safari Rally
is set to return’
Marathon event is back, p24

. Latvala warms up with ice outing
e,
Jari-Matti Latvala really enjoyed the event.
wheeled outhisex-works  Thefirstthree stages went
d Toyota Celica GT-4and well with alot of snowand
2w anew co-driverfor the perfect conditions.
L- . Saturday’s Autopirtti We were leading by 2m30s
) Rallyin Finland. when wehad the problem
: . Latvala’steam-mate on the front-left wheel.
and fellow driver from Thebearing was so badly
- lastyear Juho Hanninen broken, even though we
guided him through the had the spare part, we
stagesaround the town couldn’tgetitoutof the
of Ahtari, north-west of upright. Wehad a plan, we
Jyvaskyla. Unfortunately = thought we coulduse 15
forthe Finns, a broken minutes of lateness [and
wheel bearingon the still win], but in the end
Celicaruled them out of we couldn’tfixitand we
abigleadintheevent’s missed thelasttwo stages.
historic class. Butanyway, the Celica
Latvalatold MN: “We wasnice todrive and we
hadreally good funand hadagoodtime.” Celicawasonform

deepest of deepfreezes. Thisis when
agreat Swedish stageismade, with
temperatures plummeting tominus
20 and lower, the compacted snow is
frozenrock solid and snow banks
essentially cemented. A dusting of snow
tofollow providestheicingonthe cake.
But...if that snow comes on Thursday
night, it could all-but rule Ogier out of
therunningfor the podium’s top step.
Inthedaysof narrower (145mm)tyres,
snow wasless of anissue, butontoday’s
205mm boots, it’s much harder for the
driversfirstintoastagetocutthrough
the snow and bite into theice beneath.
Latvala confirmed this thinkingand
said: “If we see alot more snow coming
onthenightbefore therally, then
Sebastien will suffer. It’s so hard with
the snow on top of theroad. When you
arerunningon theice, you can generate
somuch grip-sometimes more grip than
you getevenon the gravel. It’'san amazing
feelingtodrivelike thisand thisis what
we want this weekend.”

Using the snowbanks
You’ll hear plenty of talk this week
about the drivers ‘using the snowbanks’,
but what does that actually mean?

T Ut ‘-.
Snow, ice, a bit warmer, th

Latvala’s goingtoexplainittous.

“When the conditions areright youcan
take somuch more speed into the corner—
sometimes you can’t believe how hard
youcan go,” hesays. “It’scomplicated
when you try to use the bank, you want
toleantherear of the car onthe bank
andletthe car runaround the outside
of thebend.

“Butyou havetobe very, very careful.
When therear of the caris on thebank,
youmust, musthave the wheels straight
because what you don’t wantistohit the
bank and for that to send the front of the
carin. If youhitit too hard, the car will
twistand spin.”

Or worse, go through the bank and into
theinevitableditch that willlie beyond.

Given that the conditions are so good
this year, will Latvala be tempted to
tweak hisnotes tomake them abit
quicker totake advantage of the
snowbank safety net?

“Idid that whenIwonin 2008,” said
Latvala, “and I got away with it, butI
won’'tdoitthisyear.Idon’tdoitanymore.
WhatIwantfrom the notesisa consistent
description of the angle of the corner,
whenIgettothe cornerthenIcandecide
whethertospeeditupornot.”

€11 Snow again — that’s the perfect recipe

| ——

Ostherg hoping conditions and

experience can help him shine

Mads Ostberg is hoping perfect winter
conditions at this week’s Rally Sweden will
offer him an edge to make up for his lack of
experience of Citroen’s C3 WRC.

The Norwegian drives a third Citroen at
round two, but comes in short on experience of
the car having driven it for an acclimatisation
test at Citroen’s Satory track in Paris and
aday in the snow in Sweden.

Ostbergsaid: “I’ve had alot tolearn in one
day, but I feel I've adjusted the car more to
suit my style of driving. Of course, there is
never enough time to test, but I'm happy
with what we’ve achieved in one day.

“Rally Sweden is a special event for me and
I have always been quick here, so I’'m very
happy to have this opportunity to rejoin the
team. I’'m already up to speed in these
conditions, having contested two winter
rallies in Norway, the second of which I won.

“With the bigger snow banks this year,
theroads are likely to be narrower and
more technically demanding, so perhaps
we Scandinavians may be able to take
advantage of our greater experience in
conditions like these.”

Citroen Racing team principal Pierre
Budar welcomed Ostberg’s experience
of 11 Swedish starts.

He added: “With the addition of Mads
Ostberg, who has five podiums at this event,
we have certainly strengthened the team,
especially as experience is critical here
given the very limited number of kilometres
covered on this surface every year.”

|
=3 - - : -

Timo Salonenwonin Canadain 1977

Canada unveils plans to pitch
for WRC winter event slot

Canada has emerged with a potential
candidate event to become a winter round
of the World Rally Championship.

Canada was one of the countries talked
about as a potential replacement for Sweden
when Karlstad failed to deliver much in
the way of winter two years ago.

Ironically, news of Canada’s intentions
come in a week when Rally Sweden is
enjoyingits best conditionsin years.

Keith Morison, the founding director of
Rally Promoter Association of Canada,
said: “We started looking at thisideain
2011. Recently things have started coming
together and we think thisis the right
time to put areal effort into making this
ideaareality.”

Canadais, however, lookingfive years
into the future to deliver its first WRC
qualifier since 1979. The country has hosted
four WRC rounds, in 1974 and the 1977-°79.

Morison added: “A WRC event needs the
support of alllevels of government as well
as the development of some meaningful
corporate partnershipsto be viable. The
next year will be spent meeting with a wide
range of officials and potential partners to
make sure thisfoundation exists.”
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GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS

“Who remembered@
that he was a |
fighter pilot?”

ood up as the temperature
dropped further south of
zero, Henri Toivonen was
up forit. He might just have
stepped out of aLancia
Delta S4 atthe end of the
firstday of the 1986 Swedish Rally and he
might have fancied talking to his engineers
about how he stayed out front.

But he fancied winding his second-placed
countryman Juha Kankkunen up more.

Having completed his own end of day interview,
Toivonen was asked a final question: “How about
going and interviewing Juha Kankkunen for us?”

The response came with a grin. “Why not? |
could make a few things for him, let's go...

“Here is Juha Kankkunen who is second, of
course afterme... How do you feel that this
Toivonenis so fast?”

KKK's right back at him though: “Ah, Toivonen
has been lucky today. It's no problem for us,
only one minute.”

The banter goes on. Before it's back to Group B
cars attheir absolute best.

Why am | talking about arally that happened 32
years ago”? Because it —along with a whole load
of otherrallies from days past — has just come
back to life for me. You might have heard that
Motorsport Network has taken over Duke Video,
and you might have overlooked the significance
ofthat deal.

That's amistake.

What happened last week will have avery
serious impact on your social life. The best rallies
in WRC history will now be shown — starting with
this very Swedish Rally (along with the 1988 and
1991 events) — on Motorsport.tv every evening
that this week's Rally Sweden is running.

And if you can't wait that long, go to the
motorsport.tv website and fill your boots
(admittedly for a small fee) from there.

But for now, I'm backin 1986 to see Ford's
RS200 make along overdue debut. Stig
Blomqvist made the early running but it was
Kalle Grundel who completed the job with a
maiden podium for the Boreham-built beauty.

Watching these videos reminds you of how
much had been forgotten about this crop of
drivers. Who, for example, remembered Grundel
was an ex-fighter pilot?

This film also reminds you just how bad Citroen's
BX 4TC was. Watching this underpowered
monster of a thing understeer its way from corner
to corneris shocking. No matter how tough things
getfor Kris Meeke, Craig Breen and Mads
Ostberg with the C3 WRC this week, it won't
come close to the frustrations of Jean-Claude
Andruet and Philippe Wambergue. True enough,
Andruet made points in sixth, but he was 23
minutes behind eventual winner Kankkunen.

Toivonen’s hopes were dashed with an engine
fault aboard the S4. But still, leading on his first
ever Swedish was an entirely fair reflection on the
immense natural talent he possessed.

It was, however, haunting to hear himreferto a
“young Juha Kankkunen,” as one who will remain
forever young himself.
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McRae won
Safari in ’02

SAFARI TARGETS 2020

WR COMEBII CK

By David Evans

The Kenyan Government has
earmarked a budget of close to
£2 million to ensure the Safari
Rally returns to the World Rally
Championship by 2020.

The Safari Rally hasn’trunasa
round of the WRC since 2002, but
FIA president Jean Todt-whois
understood to have discussed
the potential for a Safarireturn
with Kenyan president Uhuru
Kenyatta three years ago-has
always made plain his desire to
see Africaas partof amore
global world championship.

Anew eventis expected toberun
in Kenya this year, reestablishing
thenecessary organisational
structure in Nairobi. Before that,
offices of thenew WRC Safari Rally
Project are beingreadied in the
capital city.

Kenya’s cabinet secretary for
sport Hassan Wario said: “The
sanctioning of the SafariRally asa
premier continental rally by the
FIA tobeheldin Kenyain 2018
[comes] with the hope of achieving
full WRC [status] by 2020.”

Wario was instrumental in
garnering the support of president
Kenyattainthe nation’s bid to
bring world rallying back to Africa.

Kenyan newspaper the Daily
Nationreported the government’s
budgetis £1.8m and it was expected
tobe allocated last month. Well
within thatisthe WRC Promoter

payment, reported tobeinthe
region of £570,000.

The Kenyan bid has been further
boosted by the news that neighbour
Ugandais also supporting the
effort, with Motorsport Uganda
chairman Dusman Okee talking
the plans through with WRC
Promoter’s Oliver Ciesla late
last year.

The Safari Rally isn’t just high
on Todt’s WRC wishlist, but also
for WRC Promoter and the
manufacturers. The teams will,
however, be keen to avoid the costs
associated with competingin
Kenya through the 1980s and 1990s,
when multi-million-pound budgets
hadtobesetaside, along with
months of testing, tobuild a
specific Safari car.

For the promoter, the appeal
of returning to some of the most
epicand inspiring backdropsin
motorsportisenough to bring
them to talks with the WRC Safari
Rally Project.

Cieslasaid: “Werecognise the
Safari’slongand proud history in
the FTA World Rally Championship
and the placeitholdsinthe hearts
of Kenya’s population.

“We are committed to hosting
a WRCround on the African
continentin the near future and
will continue to work closely
alongside the government and
federation with the goal of
seeing the Safari Rally back
onthe WRC calendar.”

2

.

More pace from reworked Hyundai i20 RS Paddon to Estonia for Finland preparation

Hyundaihasdelivered
upgradesforitsi20R5in
anefforttoboostthecar’s
customer appeal and to
threaten the established
WRC2 classleaders.

Skoda’s Fabia R5and
M-Sport’s Ford Fiesta R5have
dominated the World Rally
Championship’ssecond tier, but
more grunt from the Korean’s
1600cc motor could be the key
tounlocking thei20’s potential.

That power hike comes from
engine upgrades with variable
valve timingintroduced
alongsidearevised engine
map. Aside from the under-the-
bonnet tweaks, improved

120 has
potential

suspension and differential
settings are also available
fromMarch1.

Hyundai Customer Racing
department manager Andrea
Adamosaid: “Theselatest
improvement are the most
important we have made
since the car’sdebut, and will
allow our customerstoagain
challenge for rally winsand
championship titlesaround
the world. This season our
customers are competing
inawiderrange of
championships, so we have
tomake sure we continue our
work in order for themtobe
onthepaceinall conditions.”

Biasion: Last
Italian champ

Pirelli to help hunt for next ltalian champion

Pirelli has begun the search
tofind Italy’s first World
Rally champion since Miki
Biasion’s back-to-back titles
inthelate 1980s.

The Milan-based tyre firm
officially returnstothe WRC as
Junior WRCtyre supplier at this
week’s Rally Sweden—but head
of carracing MarioIsola hastold
MNheisreadytocommittoa
five-year support programme
tofind, develop and deliver Italy’s
first world champion since
Biasion’s 1989 glory with Lancia.

Thelossof Italian
manufacturers Lanciaand Fiat
hitlocaldrivers hard and the
lastItalian victory at WRC level
was Piero Liatti’s sole success
on the 1997 Monte Carlo Rally.

Isola said: “We are working with
theItalian ASNtofind a way fora

scholarship programme to find
arealtalentinItaly and
supporthim at the highestlevel.
Experienceissoimportantin
rallying, so when we find the right
guy we will support them not for
two or three years, butfor atleast
five years—we have to commit to
doingthis otherwise we could lose
them. Thisis what we are trying
toexploreatthe moment.”

Isola wasinstrumental in his
firm’s Pirelli Star Driver
programme which ran in 2008
and 2009 and delivered driverslike
Ott Tanak and Hayden Paddon.

“You canmake a good selection,”

saidIsola, “butalso youcan
sometimes getit wrong. You
canfind the driver whois good
atlowerlevel, but maybehe’s
not there at the top. We have to
behonestin this process.”

Hayden Paddon will prepare
forthis year’s Rally Finland

with an entry on Rally Estonia

afortnightearlier.

Paddon and British co-driver

Seb Marshall were confirmed
for the Tartu-based event,

which takes place on July 13-15,

last week. Inadditiontothe
Hyundai, there’salready
speculation that Toyota will

field a Yaris WRC for Ott Tanak

onthebiggesteventinthe
Estonian’shomeland.
Paddon, whomakes his first
startof the seasonin Sweden
this week, said: “I've always

followed it closely and have
really liked the look of the fast,
flowingroads—which are my
favourite type. It will also be
agreat preparation for Rally
Finland and we will use this
opportunity asatest session
in competitive conditions.”
Paddon’steam-mate Andreas
MikKkelsen will swap seats with
his co-driver Anders Jaeger
fornext week’s Rally Numedal,
where Jaeger will drivea
Hyundai i20 R5. Mikkelsenisno
stranger to co-driving having
shared with Thierry Neuville
atlastyear’s Monza Rally.

DMACK supports Tour European series

DMACK isbackingthisyear’s
Tour European Rally series
with the offer of a prize drive
and €40,000(£35,000) for the
winningjunior driver.

TER runsafive-round calendar

including Rally Transilvania,
Antibes, Ypres, Madeiraand
Valais, with the Cumbrian
company backingthe DMACK
TER2 Cup. The winning crew

will berewarded with arally
inan R5 car and €40,000 towards
contesting TER2019inanR5
car. There will also be €10,000
(£8,800) on offer for the second-
placed crew.

@ Marijan Griebel, who won last
year’s ERC Junior U28title, will
return tothe European Rally
Championship forasix-round
campaignin aPeugeot 208 T'16.
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| new rules gets strong entry e
Rally Tendring and Clacton latest, p27 S ; ' A c I{

o W\ BENYON
| “What is the L

state of asphalt -

‘First closed-road event under

rallies in UK?” %

t’s a big issue of MN this week,
and one that hopefully provides
food forthought on what can
be done to stimulate entries
inrallies across the board.

That being said, the pages further
forward did little to represent the asphalt
area of rallying, of which this column is the
perfect opportunity.

Wow.

What areaction to Rally Tendring and
Clacton. Fundamentally the success of the
event willbe judged afterwards, but whatever
happens it's a huge undertaking for one of the

1 ffjahult?ir(tiﬁs ;;C%)Egie?ttf he C}?jn VPVﬂl als?}})ezi&%heh mix. Charlie ENTRY LIST most mobile motor clubs in the country,
ightforthe itleonhis ayne, the champion, . . :
+ returntodoingafull-season struggled to get to grips with CambrianRally seeded entry list dChelrESfr?r%ﬂOtor Club._The Wo_rk belndg
after two yearsout. anew Fiesta WRClast year but DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR donebenhindhe SCenes ISMassive, an
" Birdwill drive his usual Ford alsoreturns. 1 Stephen Petch/Martin Wilkinson | Ford FiestaRS WRC it's greatto see that ithas been matched
' Focus WRCO07 with co-driver Over 110 carsare expected 2 LukeFrancis/John H Roberts Ford FiestaRS WRC by astrong entry. It deservesiit.
Jack Morton. Bird won the tostart the Llandudno-based 3 Paul Bird/Jack Morton Ford Focus WRC07 Now allthat is left is Scotland. Inthe same
Wociidﬁ)ieckfr Rat]ly(,itl;et e BTRDA 45—miée g}e;nt. Itisalso ltggférst g gﬁﬂ ngardsjll:)ar\;sp Sarrod Eorg Ees:a 22 s way Wales and England have passed law
penultimate round of the round of theinaugura up, arlie Payne/lan Windress ord Fiesta e land’ e
in2017,and also contested three whichissettostart with 11 cars, 6 Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg Ford FiestaRS WRC ]? l? gis’ S,CO: and St%oj.er Cle ; Re(ﬁds t%
otherralliesfollowinga two-year spearheaded by one-off entrant 7 Julian Reynolds/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta RS QUOWIIWEIIELGISCEIIE ,'m arxatyian
drugban for testing positive and Junior BRC runner-up 8 lan Joel/Graeme Wood Ford Escort Cosworth the Mull Rally back. Imag L those three events
for banned substances after William Creighton. 9 PatNaylor/lanLawrence Mitsubishi Lancer E9 onthe calendar? And possibly more?
the 2015 Nicky Grist Stages The Fiesta ST Trophy isdueto 10 Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy | Mitsubishi Lancer EQ Given the outcome of the Fatal Accident
. cametoanend. contain six cars, while one of the

Inquiry and the benefit closed-road events
bring to the local economies of the Scottish
Borders and Mull hopefully, with a bit of local

Starting with this weekend’s
season opener, the Cambrian
Rally, Bird said he thought he

most hotly contested clubmen
championshipsin thecountry, Conwy confirms Cambrian BRC bid
the NR4/Production Cup for ¢

previous champion Hugh Hunter

its Facebook and YouTube.

Kakad makes R5 switch for 2018 attack

Fossey gets Peugeot
208 for MSA Asphalt

could battlefor the crown: “We’ll GroupN cars, starts with eight Conwy County Borough BRC will bring extra profile backing, change will come soon.

seeon Saturday! I'm confident entries. Tom Naughtonreturns Council has confirmed nationally for the event as Elsewhere, the MSA Asphalt Championship
- enough. We'renot goingto for thefirst time since 2015. itsbackingof the well as the county. These isbackwith a bang. An ambitious calendar has

make thenumbers up. The 1400 classesreceivea Cambrian Rally’s plan pointsfit with aspirationsin been rewarded with a lofty entry to which |

“I'mlookingforwardtodoinga small boost fromlast year with tojointhe British Rally our Events Strategy 2018- 1 :

~ fullseason, I'vemissed it.” 14 entered. Last year’s 1400 Championshipinthefuture. 2022,such asextendingour % doffmy cap.| though.t itwas a brave calendar

Bird will face strong opposition champion Ed Fossey doesn’t Theeventrevealedits winter tourism offer.” B for YL OIS, but Iooklng atthe entry my
for the title, headed by defending return (seestory below), neither intentions to used closed The BRC remained . concerns were unfounded.
winner Stephen Petch in his does Silver Star champion roadsinabidtojointheBRC coyonthe Cambrian’s There are over 40 registrations at the first
championship-winning Ford Ashley Davies and Rally First asaroundin2019lastweek. inclusion. Championship round, with many set to sign up on the event
t}f‘iesta RS WRCu,lzvhile perenniil charrlnpiorll ]i%lart ﬁang}i N CCt())unci]lor [i)ouifse E}rlnery, ma(rilag(;er Iz;‘in Campbell adding additional entries. Th ing sare |ooking

rontrunner Luke Francis makes The Welsh Rally Championship abinet Member for the said: “Our focus at presentis : :
aswitch from a Mitsubishiintoa alsostartsonthe Cambrian. Ithas Economy said: “An onthe2018 BRC that starts good. An eyen P andattractive TV
similar Fiesta WRC. revealed a substantialnew TV enhanced Cambrian nextmonth in Jedburgh. We package W'”, noldoubt help.

British Championship dealon Frontrunner TV (Skyand  Rally will further boost haven’t discussed 2019 with Thenthere's single venues. Of course, MN
frontrunner Matt Edwards will Freesat) and with Motor Trend thelocal economy during anyone so far, but we remain gives column inches to the championship
dovetail that campaign with afull OnDemand, which isavailable atraditional quiet time committed tofinding the that bears its name, the MN Circuit Rall y
season of BTRDA inaFiestaR5, through Amazon Prime. It willbe of the year. best events to make up Championship, and that has proved a
while Francis’ team-mateand available via Special Stage TV on “Becomingaroundofthe thechampionship.”

revelation since its inceptionin 2015. Its events

regularly sell outin minutes and provide agood

entry pointtorallying atalower cost, with the

benefit of good facilities for local sponsors. It's

not forest rallying, and no one would attempt to

convince you otherwise. But it has its place.
So, what does thatallmean? We'reina

BTRDA Production Cup
and NR4 frontrunner
SachaKakad will stepuptoa
Ford Fiesta R5thisseason.

Kakad hasentered
the Cambrian Rally this
weekend in thenew car,
butislikely toenter other
events outside of the BTRDA
Rally Serieslaterin the year.
ThePirelli International
Rallyisoneevent thedriver
islookingforward to.

“Itwasashamenot towin
NR4lastyearbutPat[Naylor,
champion]hadotherideas,:”
said Kakad. “It was good, fun,
hardrallyingand it wasthe
same the year before.

“We want todo some

different stuff this year,
some of it may be BTRDA,
some of it may be different
championships.

“It seemslikealogical
step for us now. The only
problem for BTRDA is
thatitdoesn’thaveanR5
class. For the firstfew
rounds we’ll be finding our
feet. Idon’t expect to be on it
straight out of the blocks.”

Kakad willjoin three
other Fiesta R5s on the
entry. Simon de Banke,
Matt Edwards and Julian
Reynolds areleadingR5
entries. Reynolds will also
be making his event debut
inaFord FiestaR5.

Ed Fossey aimstobuild onthe

success of last year’s BTRDA 1400
Championship title, by stepping
intoan R2 car for the MSA Asphalt

Rally Championship.

Jerseyman Fossey, 19, will drive

aPeugeotintherelaunched
championship which features
roundsinBelgium, Ireland and
theIsle of Man.

He will berejoined by his 1400
Championship co-driver Chris
Sharpe-Simkiss.

“Last year the focus was on gravel
asThadnever driven on the surface

before,” said Fossey.
“Now Ireally wanttogather

asmuch experience on the Tarmac
aspossible with a bit of gravelin

betweenjust to keep me sharp.

“Ihave done the Jersey Rally a few

Fossey:ready for asphalt bid

times before butI wanted to
broaden my experience onall
typesof Tarmacand thereis
no better way todo thatthan
by takingpartinthe MSA
Asphalt Championship.”
Fosseyisaimingtoreach British
Rally Championshiplevelinthe
comingyears. The MSA Asphalt
season getsunderway with the
Tour of Epynton March10/11.

state of flux. The MSA Asphalt Championship
looks good, albeit afull conclusion astoits
standingin rallying will need to come after it
has started. Most single venue eventsinand
out of the MN Championship are well backed.
The real area forimprovement nowisin
Scotland, and a fresh push for closed roads
to bring back two of the country's biggest
eventsin Mulland the Jim Clark. The rally
calendar doesn't feel the same without them,
and with the safety steps made since those
events, we're inamuch better place now.
Lets hope they doreturn, as asphalt rallying
is much more cost effective than on the
loose, and can be just as fun. Just ask the
Mull-to-WRC-appeal brigade...
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CLOSED-ROAD TRAILBLAZERS
GET STRONG ENTRY

Rally Tendring and Clactonis five cars away from a full entry on event debut

Procter prepares for
Barbados...in Clacton

LEADING ENTRIES
RallyTendring and Clacton

DATE
Kevin Procter/Andrew Roughead

|TRACK
Ford Fiesta

Ashley Field/TBA

Darrian T90+

Paul Bird/Jack Morton

Ford Focus WRC07

Chris West/Keith Hounslow

Peugeot 306 Maxi

Damian Cole/Jamie Edwards

Ford FiestaRS WRC

Melvyn Evans/Sean Hyde

SubarulmprezaS12BWRC

Meirion Evans/Jonathan Jackson | Ford Fiesta RS

Jason Lepley/Tom Woodburn

Ford Escort

Jamie Jukes/James Morgan

Mitsubishi Mirage

Niall Moroney/Elgan Davies

SubaruImpreza WRC

ByJackBenyon

Rallying competitors
have shown support for
thefirst closed-road
rally under new laws,

as Rally Tendring and
Clacton was five entries
shortof selling outin
lessthan 24 hours as
MN went to press.

Thankstoalaw changein
Parliamentin April 2017,
therighttograntaclosed-
road permitnow lies
with the Motor Sports
Association and ultimately
thelocal authority for that
area. Previously an Act of
Parliament wasneeded
forthe permit which
was both costly and
time constraining.

The Chelmsford Motor
Club eventon April 22 will
bethefirsttorunasafull
closed-road rally taking
in45milesinthe
Tendring Peninsula.

Aswellasastrongentry
upfront,adiverseentry
of two-wheel-drive and
historic carshasalso
beenreceived.

Kevin Procter, Paul Bird
and Ashley Field headline

some of thelikely
frontrunners on the event,
with Procterrelishingthe
prospectasawarm-up for
hisBarbados Rally entry.

“Thereisn’t goingtobe
loads of closed-roadrally
events[inthe UK],” said
Procter. “Itinterestsme
becauseit’sdifferentand
itisn’tjust goingaround
acircuit. It’sgoingto be
muchmoretechnical.”

Eventdirector Tony
Clementsadded: “We’re
very pleased we’re getting
supportfrom crewsall
around the country and
we’re also very happy tosee
some of the top national
driversfromaroundthe
country entering.It’s
really encouragingthat
all the hard work we’ve
putinisbeingrewarded
with agood entry. We
certainly hopeit will
runwithafullentry.”

Theeventcould be the
only full closed-road rally
onthemainland this year,
asScotland have yetto
passasimilar bill which
isrestrictingthe Jim
Clark Rally and Mull
Rally from running.

Photos: Nicholas Bhajan, Jakob Ebre:

Junior BRC frontrunner Meirion Evans to France and the Peugeot 208 Cup

Prestone Motorsport News Junior
British Rally Championship
frontrunner Meirion Evans will
competein France this yearashe
chases the Peugeot 208 Rally Cup.

The eight-round series features
gravel and asphalt,as wellasan
attractive prize structure that
haslured European Rally
Championship Under27 winner
ChrisIngraminthe past.

“It’sreally competitive and there’s
good prizes for the year,” said Evans.

“I'mundernoillusions that maybe
Iwon’t have the experience tofight
atthefrontallthetime. Alotof the
boys out there know therallies. It
will alsobe tough on the gravel as
it’sonly a one-passrecce.

“You still get €1000 [£800] or so for
finishingfifth or sixth. We were
there or thereaboutslast year [in
the BRC], itjustdidn’t quite click.”

The Welshman will tackle the
R2-based series with regular
co-driver Jonathan Jackson.

He willKick off the seasonin a Ford
Fiesta R5for a one-off outingon the
Tendring Rally Clacton closed-road
eventon April 22. His father Melvyn
isalso expected to compete with his
eponymousteam. “It’sa great chance
tobeabletodrive the FiestaR50na
special event for Britishrallying,”
added Meirion. “Itfitsintoour
schedule with the 208 Cup and every
mile will beimportanttousaswe’d
liketomoveintotheR5classona
more permanent basisin the future.”

Lyons makes RS step
Having campaigned a R2T-
specification Ford Fiesta for

the last two years, Keith Lyons has
announced his intention to move
up to a Fiesta R5 for thisyear’sIrish
Tarmac Rally Championship. The
Lyons family are long-established
Ford dealers in Limerick, and
Keith'’s father Ken is an experienced
competitorin his own right.

Keith will be joined by co-driver
Sean Hegarty.

Gogledd Cymru

Gavin Edwards and Michael Gilbey took
victory on amud-covered Rali Gogledd
Cymru, inareworked event from the
Rhyland District Motor Club. Competitor
feedback led to the event becoming
all-asphalt, which worked well for the
Ford Escort Mk2 of Edwards/Gilbey.
However, water ingress on the first
standard section caused the starter
motor of their car to fail, with the pairing
having to take care to avoid stalling for
the rest of the event. Top seeds Guto Ifan
and Max Freeman took second in their
Ford Escort Mk1 ahead of Simon
Summers and Alan James.

Stockdale debut
Following in the footsteps of his
father Martin, Tom Stockdale made
hisrallying debut at Blyton Park last
Saturday. He took thirdinclass in
his ex-circuitracing BMW Compact
on the Jack Neal Memorial Rally.
Stockdale Sris aveteranofa
number of RAC rallies. More
recently he has competed on
single venue events and is

into double-digits for Rally
Barbados appearances.

Nenagh Stages
Fermanagh's Garry Jennings, Donagh
Kelly and Declan Boyle have all shown
support for the Nenagh Tarmac Stages
Rally this weekend by adding to a strong
entry, with the organiser making a late
callto go ahead with the struggling
event. Also onthe entry listare 2016
Irish National Rally champion Roy White
and Tarmac Championship frontrunner
Joe McGonigle for the six-stage event
in County Tipperary.

MIN series to Snett

The fight for the MN Circuit Rally
Championship moves past the
halfway pointon Sunday’s
Snetterton Stages. Chris Westis car
number one and leads the chase by
18 points from car number two,
John Stone. Mark Kelly took his

first overall win on the last round
atBrands Hatch and is car three.

Haydn Minay Stages Manx opener is cancelled

Next month’s Haydn Minay
Stages Rally has been postponed
by organiser Manx Auto Sport
after only 12 paid entries were
received for the gravel event.

Therally was set torun
on March 9/10 and be the
opening round of the Manx
Rally Championship.

The inaugural event last
year, won by Nigel Cannell
(Mitsubishi Lancer E9), was the
first multi-venue loose surface
rally on the island since 2010.

A statement from the club
said: “This has been a very
difficult decision to make and
anumber of options have been
considered to try and keep the
eventrunning onits original
date. The clubunderstands
thatit will come as a massive
disappointment to all those who

have submitted paid entries

as well as those volunteers

who have been so passionate

in putting the event on. Manx
Auto Sport thanks all those
who submitted and paid entries
for the event for your support
of the event.”

The statement also offered
hope that it can be rescheduled:
“The club will be entering into
discussions with those who
entered the event and also other
competitors and volunteers to
explore the feasibility of putting
the event on later in the year.”

The Manx Rally
Championship will now start
on May’s Manx National Rally.
Thereis due tobe a further
gravel round, the Summer
Stages on August 4, organised
by Druidale Motor Club.

MSA reiterates: no
‘Proto’ cars in UK

The Motor Sports Association

has clarified arule which confirms
‘Proto’rally carsarenoteligible
tocompete.

AProtocaristhemodernbodyshell
of ahatchback, like a Ford Fiesta or
VW Polo, attached to a Group N-spec
rally carlike the Mitsubishi Lancer
E9orE10.

Thecarshavebeen very popular
onthecontinentastheylooklike
R5carsbutare cheapertorunand
source parts for with the Group N
carunderneath.

An MSA spokesperson said: “Any
stagerally car with anon-original
floorpan and/or bulkhead would not
comply with MSA regulations, which
havebeen static on thisissue since 2009.

“The MSA has given scrutineers
advice on what tolook out for when
inspecting carsforalogbook, to help
ensure that non-compliant carsdo
notfind their way into competition.”

The Harper Adams

Harper Adams
makes R2T step

University team will
return to the British
Rally Championship,
upgrading to the
Prestone Motorsport
News Junior class.

James McDiarmid,
who steered the team to
aclass win in the Cadets
last year in its Ford
Fiesta R2T National,
will return with a full R2
car, with new co-driver
Gareth Clarke after
Max Haines-Messenger
graduated from
the university.

“Last year we almost
had a fairytale year with
afirstin class on the Isle
of Man, which is more

— S g —

McDiarmid will return for the Harper Adams team

than we’ve hoped for,” they know every inch
said McDiarmid. of the engine now.
“I’m excited about “We have a test day
stepping up to the R2T, coming up and we’ll
our mechanics have been take it from there.
out to Poland to build We’re hoping to give
the engine so hopefully everyone a fright.”
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Wadge commits to
BTRDA Clubmans bid

BTRDA rallycross committee
member Jordine Wadge will
raceinatleastsixrounds of the
BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
Championship this year drivinga
JDG Performance-run Citroen C2.

Wadge, whomade herrallycross
debutina ToyotaPaseoin2015and
hasalsomade a one-off appearance
ina Ford Fiesta, contested three
rallycross eventsina JDG C2inthe
Production categorylast season.

She achieved a best finish
of secondin the Cfinal of the
Production class at Croft.

Shealso co-drove for Alex
Hawkins in the GwynneSpeed
Rally Challengein a Citroen C2in
2017 and will continue tonavigate
inselected events alongside her
rallycross programme.

Stephen Gauntand Dale Ford will
alsoracein the Production category
thisseasonina Citroen C2and Saxo
respectively, while father-and-son
pairing Tony and Jonny Chrisp will
switch from autocrosstoracein
the series with a pair of Ford Kas.

Irishman Keith Kerrshaawe will
competein the classinaPeugeot
106 and Lee Keeler will switch
from racingin the defunct British
RXHotHatch categorytothe
Clubmans Production category
in a Citroen Saxo.

Harrold’siconicVW Beetle racer

Harrold to returnin
upgraded VW Beetle

Former Stock Hatch rallycross champion
and Retro Rallycross event winner
JamesHarroldissettoreturntothe
RetroRX series this year with his

unique Volkswagen Beetle.

Harrold hasbeen absent from the series
since early 2016, when a broken camshaft
put therear-wheel-drive machine out
of the openinground of the season
atLyddenHill.

Sincethen, Harrold and father
Paul have been making significant
developmentsto the carmadefamous
by aBBCF1featurein 2015 when
Jenson Button droveit.

Theperiod mechanical fuel injection
system and distributor have been
swapped for more modern MoTec
engine management,alongwitha
new gear selection system for the
rear-mounted Hewland gearbox.

“Weneeded abit morereliability and
abitmore controlin terms of looking
after theengine,” said Paul Harrold.
“Byrunningan ECU you can control
everything more closely and hopefully
that can give us morereliability and
makeitmoredriveable.”

Powerisexpected toremain around
the 600bhp mark. “We’renot goingto get
alotmore power out of it, but we don’t
need more power,” added Paul Harrold.
“Theproblem was always being able
touse what we’ve got.”

The carisundergoingfinal rolling-road
development running andis expected to
beready for the firstround of British RX
at Silverstone next month.

By HalRidge

The double-header final rounds
of the Global Rallycross
Championship will be held at
Lydden Hill on October27/28.

The Lydden circuitis set to be adapted
toinclude a 70foot table-top jump for
thefirst GRC event held in Europe
since 2013, when the series joined
X Gameseventsin Barcelonain
Spain and Munich in Germany.

“I'm delighted tofinally confirm
Lydden Hill as the venue for the
final round of the GRC,” said
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Lydden Hill boss Pat Doran. The GRC’s
12-round calendar was released last
month, butdidn’t disclose the venue

of the European finale.

“Lydden has been at the forefront of
rallycross for more than 50 yearsand
we’ve invested in the sport throughout
thattime,” said Doran. “It’sfitting
therefore thatthe GRC’sreturnto
EuropeisatLydden, whererallycross
fans will get the opportunity to see
thebest GRC hastooffer including the
series’ signature 70ft table-top jump on
our purpose-built rallycross track.

“We alwaysreceive great supportfrom

o T -

muwnn

it o

themotorsport fraternity,and I'm sure
thefans will be outinforce onceagain
aswe pulloutallthe stopstoensure the
GRCseason finaleisasell-outsuccess.”
Itisnot yet known where the new
jump willfeature on Lydden’srallycross
layout. Former GRC champion Tanner
Fousthastwice won at the British
circuitinthe European Rallycross
Championshipin 2012and 2013. Heis
expected toreturn for the new event
alongsidereigning GRC champion Scott
Speed in the Volkswagen Andretti team.
“Bringing Global Rallycross to
Lydden Hill’s historic venue makes

@ORCs RIES

Speed is the reigning
GRC title holder

perfect senseforthe series’long-
awaited return to Europe,” said GRC
boss Colin Dyne. “Our teams and
driversarelooking forward to battling
it out for the championship onthe
circuit where the sport firstbegan.”
Lydden hosted the British round of
the World Rallycross Championship
from 2014 to last year, before the
event moves to Silverstone for 2018.
Lydden will also continue to host
itstwo traditional rounds of the
British Rallycross Championship
on Easter and August Bank Holiday
Mondays this season.

Bakkerud realises a dream with deal to join Ekstrom’s factory-backed Audi WRX team

New EKSrecruit Andreas Bakkerud
says he almost joined Mattias Ekstrom’s
team foritsinaugural season in the World
Rallycross Championshipin 2014.
Ekstrom finished second to Bakkerud
on hismaiden European Rallycross
appearance at Holjes in Sweden in 2013
and subsequently tried to secure the
Norwegian driver for the following year.
“Iwaskind of the guy that destroyed his
dream debut,” said Bakkerud. “Then
Mattias wanted to make his own team and

wanted me to drive one of his cars. The
problem was that his team wouldn’t be
ready before the mid-season of 2014.Thad
acontract proposal from Olsbergs MSE,
whichIjoinedforatwo-year deal. We
stayedin touch.

“When my two-year deal with OMSE

ended Mattiasand EKS were again eager to
signme up.Ihad acontract proposal from

Hoonigan Racing Division.Itold Mattias
allaboutit,and asked him ‘what would
youdo? He told me tojoin Hoonigan.

Heathcote (inset) took partin RallyX onlIce event .

WhenIgotthe news of Ford pulling out
of World RX on Sunday at Esteringin
Germany [lastseason], [immediately

told Jan-Tore Brustad [Bakkerud’s

manager]to getameeting with EKS.”
Bakkerud has signed amulti-year deal
toraceanew Audi S1 quattroalongside
Ekstrom in the works-backed team. “It’sa
pro contractand in motorsport that doesn’t
come often, soI’'ma very lucky person.I’'m
basically nowliving the dream I'vehad
sincel wasalittlekid,” said Bakkerud.

Bakkerud hasinked EKS deal

British champion Heathcote makes RX2 step up with Team Faren

Reigning British Rallycross
champion Nathan Heathcote
will switch toracinginthe RX2
International Series this season, the
single-make support categorytothe
World Rallycross Championship.
Heathcote has signed to drive for
Team Faren in the seven-round
series, alongside American driver
Conner Martell andis using the
Scandinavian RallyX onIceseries
topreparefor therallycross season.
Heathcote said: “RX2isa good
stepup from whatIdid last year.

Conner hasalotof experiencein
the carssoI'mlooking forward to
working with him. Hopefully we
canshare knowledge and help
eachother.”

Heathcotejoins the team that 2016
British RX champion Dan Rooke
drove forlast year to finish second
intheRX2series. “The amount of
experience that Team Faren has
gotismassive,” headded.

“Itshowedlast year cominginasa
new team thatit can quite easily go
and winraces.”

Heathcote qualified for the
semi-finals and was classified
17thinthe RallyX onIceevent
atHoljesin Sweden last weekend.

“Idid better thanIthought Imight
do,” hesaid. “The competitionis
massive here sothisrace can be put
downmoreaspractice,and the
nextonecanbemoreof arace.”

The event was won by World RX
race-winner Kevin Eriksson, while
British RX runner Oliver Bennett
was sixth for thesecond eventina
row inthe RX Academy category.
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Get ready for a bright rallying future

With the right people in place and steps to be taken, prospects can look positive

From the information contained within the opening eight pages of this week’s Motorsport News, readers might think that there is doom
and gloom surrounding the future of national rallying.

However, the nail has not been hammered into the coffin lid just yet. There are measures that can be taken to put the sport back onto an even keel, and we have
highlighted a number of them. Initiatives such as Rally4Wales and the new Rally 2WD show that there is a desire and a passion to protect and even galvanise
the competition in the UK. On page 6-7, Motorsport News has come up with a number of issues that need addressing to put rallying back on the right track.
We hope those in power take heed.

There is another glimmer of hope for rallying in the UK, and that is the new chief executive of the governing body, the Motor Sports Association, David
Richards. There aren’'t many people around who know more about rallying, so the future should be in some very safe hands.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)
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Backin 1993, the BBC broadcasta
seven-part series entitled The Team:
A Season With McLaren. It offered an
insightful behind-the-scenes look at
the Formula 1 squad during a
dramatic campaign made all the more
remarkable by the relative
information-desert of the era
compared with the access-all-areas
reach of a social media world.

A quarter ofacentury on, Grand
Prix Driveris very much its successor,
both spiritually and with its subject
matter; albeit the off-form McLaren of
the pastfew years rather than the
powerhouse it was in the 1990s. But
this does set the bar high for this
four-episode Amazon Prime Video
offering, which is available now.

Focusing on 2017's pre-season,
this documentary confronts the

struggles of McLaren and Honda
head-on. In the first few moments,
McLaren racing director Eric Boullier
explains it can take just sixmonths to
killan F1 team, while in the episode
focusing on car build, chief operating
officer Simon Roberts lists several key
areas in which McLaren is behind with
the MCL32. He describes a
combination of three of these as “a
massive miss right across the
organisation”. Any fears that this will
be a purely positive spin on a difficult
year are immediately dispelled.

“It's mildly out of control around the
factory,” Roberts says later. “I've
never seen it quite as bad as this.
Things are not on plan, things are late,
people are doing the best they can.
Technically we haven't got enough
time to getthe job done, there'sjust so

LC

much stuffin the system and you
think, ‘'Oh my god'. So, we're never
sure what the outcome's going to be,
but we'llkeep going. When that car
goes out, you've got to know it's right.”
The documentary doesn't shy away
from the key plot points. The final
episode focuses on pre-season
testing and offers some remarkable
insightinto the Honda engine
troubles that ruined the test.
Fernando Alonso, an episode earlier
hoping the new McLaren willbe a
“fantastic car, is caught over the radio
saying “thisisreally ash*tengine”. The
resulting fear that he'd walk before the
start of the season is also reflected,
setting the stage for what everyone
watching knows will be a terrible
campaign in which the only highlight
was the McLaren-Honda divorce.
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Justas with the 1993 documentary,
the access to key players —those at
the top of the company, the middle
management and the rank and file —
offers afantastic insight into
goings-on at McLaren. It's rare for the
public to see these people in what
might be termed their natural

habitat, and when it becomes clear
that the McLaren-Honda package
isnotagood one, there are some
frank words.

Thisis all put together well, with
sweeping drone shots combining
with intimate handheld cameras, and
trackside and in-car footage from
Barcelona giving a genuine access-
all-areas feel. Add to the mixan often
gently urgent soundtrack, with
voiceover from Michael Douglas, and
it's slickly produced.

travelling

An inside view of McLaren

: Nenagh Tarmac Stages Rally

The main criticism is that the scope
ofthe documentary is narrow,
covering just afew weeks of pre-
season. After watching the full series,
you're ready for another dozen parts
telling the full story of the year. But if
you're wanting more, this is probably a
good thing. And while Grand Prix
Drivercould be more expansive, any
Autosportor MNreader will enjoy this
well-put-together series.
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Specialist Cars of Malton are proud to present one of the most
famous RHD Porsche 911 2.7 RS Lightweights-in the world. -

For more information please call 01653 697722

or email us at john@specialistcarsitd.co.uk
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of malton Ltd

Bentley Continental GT
« In Stock Now

= Granite Grey

= Convertible

Call us on 01653 697722 £79,995

Porsche 911 2.7 RS RHD
= Lightweight

= Very Famous Car

» Incredible History

Call us on 01653 697722 EPOA

Citroen DS19 Pallas

» In Stock Now

» Full Nut & Bolt Restoration

= Very Low Mileage
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Porsche 911/934 Tribute

» 934 Jagermeister Tribute

= Jagermeister Orange Livery

* Low Mileage

Call us on 01653 697722 £99,995

BMW Z4 Alpina Roadster S
= In Stock Now

«Titan Silver

=1 of 170 UK Cars

Call us on 01653 697722 £21,995

Porsche 991 Targa 4S
= Very Low Mileage

= Sapphire Blue

= Very High Spec

Call us on 01653 697722 £95,995

WWW.SPEC;ALISTCARS LTD.CO.UK

0 L g

Porsche 964 C4 Cabriolet

= In Stock Now

- Basalt Black

= Very Low Mileage

Call us on 01653 697722 £59,995

Jaguar E-Type Series 1 2+2
» Full Nut & Bolt Restoration

= Very Low Mileage

» Signal Red

Call us on 01653 697722 £109,995

! Porsche 993 Cabriolet

* In Stock Now
« Arctic Silver

N - Low Mileage

Call us on 01653 697722 - £54,995

Dodge Viper RT10

= Supercharged

|+ 750 BHP

» Low Mileage
Callus on 01653 697722 £74,995

Porsche 964 Turbo

« Total Coneours Car

» GP White

= Full Nut & Bolt Restoration

Call us on 01653 697722 £199,995

Rolls Royce Corniche lll
= In Stock Now

m - Very Low Mileage

.

* Midnight Blue
Call us on 01653 697722 £129,995

Sales: 01653 697722

Servicing: 01653 696181
www.specialistcarsltd.co.uk

isiay=p

==

. - —

BMW E30 M3

= In Stock Now

= Diamantschwarz Metallic

= Stunning Example

Call us on 01653 697722 £54,995

Porsche 993 C4S

*» In Stock Now

= Very Rare Car

= Arctic Silver

Call us on 01653 697722 £69,995

BMW M5 30 Jahre Edition

* In Stock Now

«1 of 30UK Cars

= Very Low Mileage

Call us on 01653 697722 £74,995

Porsche 930 Turbo

= In Stock Now

= Guards Red

= Very Special Car

Call us on 01653 697722 £94,995

Renault Clio Sport V6 24V

» In Stock Now

= lceberg Silver

= Cup Upgrades

Call us on 01653 697722 £31,995

Porsche 918 Spyder
* In Stock Now

= Weissach Package

« LHD

Call us on 01653 697722 £POA
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. MARKETPLACE
GINETTA FOR SALE

G4R 12HOURS SEBRING RAGExREP | TCA

Class winning car in Masters Gentlemen Drivers
(over 6 wins, 5 x 2nd wins & 2 x 3rds in the last two years)

Full FIA HTP papers

Geoff Richardson Twin Cam engine

No expenses spared in preparing this class
winning car - very reliable & very fast.

o

ONTHE BUTTON & READYTORACE CONTACT: ANJA / MASTERS HISTORIC RACING

£95'000 ONO T: +44 7778 570030 - E: anja@mastershistoricracing.com

Hockly Motorsport Ltd
A one stop shop for your rally needs

www. TSALTAMOTORSPORT.co.uk

Paint & rust removal services in our bead blasting chamber

% hayve @rp4 Milling & turning in our machine room

Roll cage manufacture & shell preparations

General servicing & maintenance workshop
Ese@rts ﬂ@? with four wheel alignment
7 t,armac Mail order parts from our extensive range
/ | of motorsport components
S forest tses Contact us today

Customer cars built to Telephone 01686 628594 Email sales@hh-ms.com
order and maintained Visit www.hh-ms.com
Season packages

> RALLY CAR HIRE AND PREPARATION 2‘$;'fdb$inning cars

T: 01970 630730 E: enquiries@tsaltamotorsport.co.uk NIGHT EVENTS AND STAGES
INSURANCE 382

——— T T TR

30vYRsS |&
of motorsport |

experience | i@
: . !

POLICIES FOR
v" COMPETITION CARS

v" RALLY & RACE CARS
v SERVICE VEHICLES

oprunby
~. Competitors for Competitors.

[ A i . . e ; i
PHONE: 0161 440 7590 | € s
quote form OI‘I I‘a“ycal‘-il‘lsurance.co.uk @ e foe Hwww.westwalesralIyspares.co.uk |

Authorised and reqgulated by the Financial Services Authority

1
|
o

' TEL: 01559 363731
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

PN
SVIOTORSPORT | —aa

OFFICE & HOSPITALITY
TRAILER

Custom Built for Porsche in 2008

'j

HARSHRRRE

If you would like to advertise

In exceptional condition with very low mileage,
'YO'IJI.I products or the trailer consists of: luxury meeting room;

salon toilet/shower; bedroom/office/store;
kitchenette/staff area; communication/PR office
with separate access stairs; onboard 27KVA silent

running generator; large storage lockers.

services here please email

Ben.kavanagh@

Now looking for a new role in life: £35,995 plus VAT
motorsport.com

07802 402484

0203 405 8109 ~ 5-1
-

¥
w»

Fieldfare Trailer Centre, Salisbury.

With over 15 years of experience in dealing with
trailers, we know a thing or two about them.

Our expert and professional advice will help you
find the right trailer for your requirements.

People come from all over the country to see our
extensive range for a number of different uses.

* Sales * Trailer Hire * Servicing

* Repairs * Parts

Selection of used Brian James Trailers for sale
A-Max, 5.0m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1800 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1850 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £2000 + vat

TT Tiltbed, 5.0m x 2.02m, 3.5t GVW, £2500 + vat
Covered A-Max, 4.24m x 1.94m x 1.52m high,

2.0t GVW, £3,495 no vat. ¥
g ~

Sold to Competitors by Competitors !

Tel: 01980 611853 info@fieldfaretrailers.co.uk www.fieldfaretrailers.co.uk
The Trailer Warehouse, Ford Farm, Old Malthouse Lane, Ford, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 6DR. /L] [\
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TRANSPORTERS

B

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

B e

=y
-
-

¥ Connected to you

i
T

B0 —

L

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat ' : ACEETERE

S TRARIES
AN AMES TF .

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
I:EE TRANSPORTER Ia - _ A A _
For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

WOODFORD TRAILERS DEALERS UK

POTHSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
Tel: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
W: www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE
MOTORCARS
Office ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mobile ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
W: www.vandp.net

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road
Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

Tel: 07933842719
E: ellisviner@btinternet.com
W: www.southeast-trailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road
Wallington, Surrey, SM6 7BJ

Tel: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester, Hampshire
SO21 3AS
E: info@trailers.co.uk

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
Tel: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
W: www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
Tel: +44 (0)1787 249737
Tel: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
W: www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington, West Sussex
RH20 4LR
Tel: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
W: www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1
Marsden Barn
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
Tel: 01455641367
Mob: 07968888624
E: marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels
Main St
Strelley
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
Te:.01159293901
Mob:0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6
Lion Works
Pool Rd,
Newtown
Powys
SY16 3AG
Tel: 01686 628144

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford Trailers Limited ® 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell
Leeds
LS26 0SB
Tel: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
W: rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading
RG7 1NB
Tel: 01183240403
E: sales@Ilovelltrailers.co.uk
W: www.lovelltrailers.co.uk

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
Tel: 0044(0)2885549851
W: www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk
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WEB DIRECTORY

. ELECTRONICS GEARBOXES RACEWEAR

__PHOENIX Gearboxman.com

Authorised stockists for: COM PETITI ON TRAN s M ISSION s E HVI c Es Silversione
PHILIPS Gearoxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more

and many more... The best of racewear & kartwear

01527908676 | BN ‘ Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007 www.gprdirect.com

RACE CARS

RACEWEAR

01933 411 993 F—iat i i RACE & RALLY

jondelrace@aol.com ! ' N ( PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
- = MCR's for sale

arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

MARDI GRAS | Fdamon tweeks)
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD [==] Momnsponr
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING. \\ MOTORSPORT
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128 Www.mardlgras.co.uk www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists = ;D

BT

®Quick Turnaround

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS

.

RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

op . - Telephone: 0121 557 2707 Email part-box.com
h erformance Tuning Specialists
» 2WD Superflow Rolling Road, P\ \ P t B@EE L .
%jm’;ﬂm 1200 hp a0 220 mh capacy - ar (=] 3 =] BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS
e

« Life Racing and Omex Engine Management Performance and Tuning Parts

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW! b
GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will PETTAT e ’ 5
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine ®Min Order Only 4
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.
{‘\3 For more infomation emall: sales@grouf sport.com 2o type ®No Logo Set Up Fees
GroupB Motorsport.”  call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com W: shdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121 WWW. °9°meu P.Co U

e-mall  Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents \ 5 oo sl E "l )) Con n eCted to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

UK's biggest supplier of aftermarket products

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit Plus much more, Contact us on

northamptonmotorsport.com 01604 766624 W wareume [HKS|  cusco

(€ 9:4:3:10).4 4

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

RACE & RALLY PARTS

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydrauli
P Y . www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
Livimgy e wigh Tife
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

sales@LMAautoparts.com www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS WHEELS & TYRES

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

e ——— -
' Ra#y:‘.(:RaceGe:arbaxes, Stock and custom made ) ) — COﬁPOMOT!VE
GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts FiA Fuel Cells. = ; Winni | Mornns;‘nnr wnsli;s ) 073
T:01782280136 F: 01782269913 Short lead times. 3 inning all over the world since 1973...
UGt 25 : :
E: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com 01527 521050 ?& / - .-Jf'__/éj’) Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO
WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Ben Kavanagh Aaron McNamara Abbey Gunner

Classified Advertising Classified Advertising Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109 T: +44 (0) 203 405 8105 T: +44 (0) 203 405 8131

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E:aaron.mcnamara@motorsport.com E: abbey.gunner@motorsport.com




FERODO

RPRACING

BAFANCED BRAKING PEREORMANC
Al the way to the APEX

/‘
[D ECELERATION

/"
M ODULATION

THE DRIVER'S
PAD

"ERODO RACING BRAKE PAD‘S(

developed and engineered to perform in all four phases of the braklng event.

-"

In addition to the bite and deceleration expected
from a world class race pad, Ferodo pads offer

the superior modulation and instantaneous release
for maximum exit speeds.

© MoGUL www.fervracing.com

Circuit Supplies (UK) Ltd, Unit 8, Eden Court,
Eden Way, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 4FY ‘ SELECTED RANGE NOW AVAILABLE
Tel: 01525 385 888 ¢ Fax: 01525 385 898 THERMALLY BEDDED
info@circuitsupplies.com

www.circuitsupplies.com




