
As-Salamu ‘Alaikum Warahmatu Allah Wabarakatuh,

After the Migration of our beloved Prophet Mohammed (pbuh) from Mecca to Madina, he used to face Bayt al-Maqdis 
in his prayer, and that remained the case for sixteen or seventeen months, as in the hadeeth of al-Baraa’ ibn ‘Aazib, who 
said: “The Prophet (pbuh) prayed towards Bayt al-Maqdis for sixteen or seventeen months, and he was hoping that the 
Qiblah would be towards the House (i.e., the Ka’bah)…” Narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Later, in the month of Rajab or Sha’ban of the second year of the migration, Allah (swt) has commanded him to face 
the direction of the Ka’bah (the Sacred House at Mecca). Allah said: “… so turn your face in the direction of al-Masjid 
al-Haraam (at Makkah). And wheresoever you people are, turn your faces (in prayer) in that direction…” [Al-Baqarah 
2:144]. Yet, there are many lessons we can learn from this unique occasion, like submission, unity, and identity.

When we Muslims hear of a command from Allah (swt), we must accept it and submit to it, even if the wisdom behind 
it is not clear to us, as this is the true meaning of Islam or submission. Allah (swt) says: “It is not for a believer, man or 
woman, when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter, that they should have any option in their decision…” 
[Al-Ahzaab 33:36].

This is one of the fundamental qualities of the believer, which we can find it as a major theme repeated throughout the 
Qur’an: “Obey Allah and Obey the Messenger…” An unconditional and complete submission to their commands is the 
essence of being a Muslim. Changing the Qibla was also a test for the true believer, Allah (swt) has spoken of this in the 
Qur’an: “… And We made the Qiblah which you used to face, only to test those who followed the Messenger from those 
who would turn on their heels. Indeed it was great (heavy) except for those whom Allaah guided…” [al-Baqarah 2:143]
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Day
الیوم

August
أغسطس

Dhul-Qa'dah
ذو القعدة

Fajr
الفجر

Sunrise
الشروق

Dhuhr
الظھر

Asr
العصر

Maghrib
المغرب

Isha
العشاء

Tue 1 9 4:17 AM 5:46 AM 12:59 PM 4:54 PM 8:10 PM 9:40 PM
Wed 2 10 4:18 AM 5:47 AM 12:59 PM 4:54 PM 8:09 PM 9:39 PM
Thu 3 11 4:20 AM 5:48 AM 12:58 PM 4:54 PM 8:07 PM 9:37 PM
Fri 4 12 4:21 AM 5:49 AM 12:58 PM 4:53 PM 8:06 PM 9:35 PM
Sat 5 13 4:23 AM 5:50 AM 12:58 PM 4:53 PM 8:05 PM 9:34 PM
Sun 6 14 4:24 AM 5:51 AM 12:58 PM 4:52 PM 8:04 PM 9:32 PM
Mon 7 15 4:25 AM 5:52 AM 12:58 PM 4:52 PM 8:02 PM 9:30 PM
Tue 8 16 4:27 AM 5:53 AM 12:58 PM 4:51 PM 8:01 PM 9:29 PM
Wed 9 17 4:28 AM 5:54 AM 12:58 PM 4:51 PM 8:00 PM 9:27 PM
Thu 10 18 4:28 AM 5:54 AM 12:58 PM 4:51 PM 8:00 PM 9:27 PM
Fri 11 19 4:30 AM 5:55 AM 12:58 PM 4:50 PM 7:58 PM 9:25 PM
Sat 12 20 4:33 AM 5:57 AM 12:57 PM 4:49 PM 7:56 PM 9:22 PM
Sun 13 21 4:34 AM 5:58 AM 12:57 PM 4:48 PM 7:54 PM 9:20 PM
Mon 14 22 4:35 AM 5:59 AM 12:57 PM 4:47 PM 7:53 PM 9:18 PM
Tue 15 23 4:37 AM 6:00 AM 12:57 PM 4:47 PM 7:51 PM 9:17 PM
Wed 16 24 4:38 AM 6:01 AM 12:56 PM 4:46 PM 7:50 PM 9:15 PM
Thu 17 25 4:40 AM 6:02 AM 12:56 PM 4:45 PM 7:48 PM 9:13 PM
Fri 18 26 4:41 AM 6:03 AM 12:56 PM 4:45 PM 7:47 PM 9:11 PM
Sat 19 27 4:42 AM 6:04 AM 12:56 PM 4:44 PM 7:46 PM 9:09 PM
Sun 20 28 4:44 AM 6:05 AM 12:56 PM 4:43 PM 7:44 PM 9:07 PM
Mon 21 29 4:45 AM 6:06 AM 12:55 PM 4:42 PM 7:42 PM 9:06 PM
Tue 22 30 4:46 AM 6:07 AM 12:55 PM 4:42 PM 7:41 PM 9:04 PM
Wed 23 Dhul-Hijjah 4:48 AM 6:08 AM 12:55 PM 4:41 PM 7:39 PM 9:02 PM
Thu 24 1 4:49 AM 6:09 AM 12:54 PM 4:40 PM 7:38 PM 9:00 PM
Fri 25 2 4:49 AM 6:09 AM 12:54 PM 4:40 PM 7:38 PM 9:00 PM
Sat 26 3 4:50 AM 6:10 AM 12:54 PM 4:39 PM 7:36 PM 8:58 PM
Sun 27 4 4:53 AM 6:13 AM 12:54 PM 4:37 PM 7:33 PM 8:54 PM
Mon 28 5 4:54 AM 6:14 AM 12:53 PM 4:36 PM 7:31 PM 8:52 PM
Tue 29 6 4:56 AM 6:15 AM 12:53 PM 4:35 PM 7:30 PM 8:50 PM
Wed 30 7 4:57 AM 6:16 AM 12:53 PM 4:34 PM 7:28 PM 8:49 PM
Thu 31 8 4:58 AM 6:17 AM 12:52 PM 4:33 PM 7:26 PM 8:47 PM

 

Iqama time at the Masjid

Fajr: 
30 minutes after adhan

Dhuhr: 1:15 pm Asr: 6:15 pm Maghrib:
5 minutes after sunset

Isha: 
1-7: 9:45 pm 
8-16: 9:30 pm
17-23: 9:15 pm
23-31: 9:00 pm

Jummah:
1:00 pm
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April Rajab Day Fajr Sunrise Dhuhr Asr Maghrib Isha

01 14 Sun 05:16 AM 06:34 AM 12:56 PM 05:26 PM 07:18 PM 08:37 PM

02 15 Mon 05:14 AM 06:32 AM 12:56 PM 05:27 PM 07:19 PM 08:38 PM

03 16 Tue 05:12 AM 06:31 AM 12:55 PM 05:27 PM 07:20 PM 08:39 PM

04 17 Wed 05:10 AM 06:29 AM 12:55 PM 05:28 PM 07:21 PM 08:40 PM

05 18 Thu 05:08 AM 06:27 AM 12:55 PM 05:29 PM 07:22 PM 08:42 PM

06 19 Fri 05:06 AM 06:26 AM 12:55 PM 05:30 PM 07:23 PM 08:43 PM

07 20 Sat 05:04 AM 06:24 AM 12:54 PM 05:30 PM 07:24 PM 08:44 PM

08 21 Sun 05:02 AM 06:22 AM 12:54 PM 05:31 PM 07:25 PM 08:46 PM

09 22 Mon 05:00 AM 06:21 AM 12:54 PM 05:32 PM 07:27 PM 08:47 PM

10 23 Tue 04:59 AM 06:19 AM 12:53 PM 05:32 PM 07:28 PM 08:48 PM

11 24 Wed 04:57 AM 06:17 AM 12:53 PM 05:33 PM 07:29 PM 08:50 PM

12 25 Thu 04:55 AM 06:16 AM 12:53 PM 05:34 PM 07:30 PM 08:51 PM

13 26 Fri 04:53 AM 06:14 AM 12:53 PM 05:34 PM 07:31 PM 08:52 PM

14 27 Sat 04:51 AM 06:13 AM 12:52 PM 05:35 PM 07:32 PM 08:54 PM

15 28 Sun 04:49 AM 06:11 AM 12:52 PM 05:36 PM 07:33 PM 08:55 PM

16 29 Mon 04:47 AM 06:10 AM 12:52 PM 05:37 PM 07:34 PM 08:57 PM

17 30 Tue 04:45 AM 06:08 AM 12:52 PM 05:37 PM 07:35 PM 08:58 PM

April Shaban Day

18 1 Wed 04:44 AM 06:06 AM 12:52 PM 05:38 PM 07:36 PM 08:59 PM

19 2 Thu 04:42 AM 06:05 AM 12:51 PM 05:39 PM 07:38 PM 09:01 PM

20 3 Fri 04:40 AM 06:03 AM 12:51 PM 05:39 PM 07:39 PM 09:02 PM

21 4 Sat 04:38 AM 06:02 AM 12:51 PM 05:40 PM 07:40 PM 09:04 PM

22 5 Sun 04:36 AM 06:00 AM 12:51 PM 05:41 PM 07:41 PM 09:05 PM

23 6 Mon 04:35 AM 05:59 AM 12:51 PM 05:41 PM 07:42 PM 09:07 PM

24 7 Tue 04:33 AM 05:57 AM 12:50 PM 05:42 PM 07:43 PM 09:08 PM

25 8 Wed 04:31 AM 05:56 AM 12:50 PM 05:42 PM 07:44 PM 09:09 PM

26 9 Thu 04:29 AM 05:55 AM 12:50 PM 05:43 PM 07:45 PM 09:11 PM

27 10 Fri 04:27 AM 05:53 AM 12:50 PM 05:44 PM 07:46 PM 09:12 PM

28 11 Sat 04:26 AM 05:52 AM 12:50 PM 05:44 PM 07:47 PM 09:14 PM

29 12 Sun 04:24 AM 05:50 AM 12:50 PM 05:45 PM 07:48 PM 09:15 PM

30 13 Mon 04:22 AM 05:49 AM 12:49 PM 05:46 PM 07:50 PM 09:17 PM

Calculation Method

Islamic Society of North America
Fajr 15.0 degrees, Isha 15.0 degrees

Juristic Method

Hana�
Daylight Saving

Auto
Latitude/Longitude

41.7439, -87.9343
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Call to Prayer

Fajr
30 minutes after 

Adhan

Dhuhr
1:15 PM

Asr
6:15 PM

Maghrib
5 minutes after 

sunset    

Isha
(1-7) 8:45 PM 

(8-17) 9:00 PM
(18-30) 9:15 PM

Jummah
1:00 PM



The Mecca Center President’s Message
Serving the needs of our community
Asalamu Alaikum, Dear Mecca Center Community,

I hope this message finds you and your family in the best of health and iman.

Spring is here and the Mecca Center is as active as it has ever been, alhamdulillah. 
In the past year, through the blessings of Allah (swt) and your continued support, 
our center has become a cornerstone in our community as a place worship 
but also a place to learn, grow, and raise our children for all members of our 
community.

Our goal is to serve the needs of our growing community and our recent Silver 
Certification from MUHSEN (Muslims Understanding and Helping Special 
Education Needs) is an example of our commitment to serving the needs our 
diverse membership. Alhamdulillah, we received the certification for our special needs accommodations, 
accessibility, and dedicated khutbahs to create awareness that is needed around special needs. However, we 
aim to do more and to achieve Gold Certification in the coming future, insha’Allah.

The Prophet Muhammad (saw) said, “The best of men is the most beneficent of them to others,” and we strive 
to follow in his example by serving the needs of our blessed community. If you or a family member requires 
special needs assistance or have questions about how the Mecca Center can accommodate your needs, please 
do not hesitate to contact us at info@meccacenter.org. We also encourage you to contact us with your general 
thoughts and suggestions about how the Mecca Center can best serve you.

As we get closer to our holy month of Ramadan, we remain steadfast in our commitment to serving current 
and future generations through nurturing programs and activities that bring us together and make the Mecca 
Center a cornerstone in our community’s lives. We invite you to join us during this very special time as we 
prepare to celebrate the holy month with our growing community, insha’Allah. Thank you again for your 
continued support and Jazakum Allahu Khairan.

Wassalamu Alaikum,

M.A. Hamadeh, MD
President, The Mecca Center
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Take our Special Needs Survey on our website and in our E-Newsletter
www.meccacenter.org

The Mecca Center recently received Silver Certification 
from MUHSEN (Muslims Understanding and Helping Special 
Education Needs) for our commitment to serving the needs 
our diverse membership. 

Dr. M.A. Hamadeh
President



Allah (swt) does not give any command without there being great wisdom behind it – even if we do not 
understand it – as He says: “… That is the judgement of Allah. He judges between you. And Allah is All-
Knowing, All-Wise.” [al-Mumtahinah 60:10]

The community of Madina was very new and unique community, people from different cultural backgrounds, 
different social classes and educational backgrounds, but despite all of this; they had one main cause to unite for: 
Allah (swt) and His beloved Prophet (pbuh). Allah says: “If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could not 
have brought their hearts together; but Allah brought them together. Indeed, He is Exalted in Might and Wise.” 
[Al-Anfal 8: 63].

Coexistence instead of dependency and fusion should be the way of Muslims anywhere. We should avoid blind 
imitation of others, Muslims or non-Muslims. The Prophet (pbuh) said: “You will indeed follow the ways of 
those who came before you hand span by hand span, cubit by cubit, to the extent that if they entered the hole of 
a lizard, you will enter it too.” Allah (swt) says: “Thus We have made of you (true Muslims) a Wasat (just) (and 
the best) nation…” [al-Baqarah 2:143]. Some meanings of “Wasat” are justice and fairness with balance. So Allah 
(swt) has chosen for this us goodness in all things and the best commands and rules, and thus He chose for us 
the Qiblah of Ibraaheem (pbuh). And Allah knows best.

Sh. Hassan Aly
Imam & Religious Director

The Mecca Center Imam’s Message
Continued from page 1

Advertise in the Mecca Center Monhtly Newsletter
Please contact communications@meccacenter.org for availability and rates



Assalamu Alaikum, Dear Mecca Center Community,
 
As the clocks moved forward and the spring season is upon us, the Mecca Center 
Sunday School students are springing into action in preparation for our annual 
Arabic Spelling Bee. The theme for this year’s Arabic Spelling Bee list is the most 
common words used in the Quran, which is in conjunction with our Quran 
recitation curriculum, Al-Bidayah. Good luck to all participating students!
 
The Mecca Center Sunday School recently held a Girl Scout Cookies sale, which was 
organized by several of our current students. The proceeds raised from the sale will 
support the Care for Real Pantry, an organization that distributes items to Muslims 
in need, in addition to contributing to the making Ramadan baskets (Ramadan 
staples) that will be distributed to the refugees.
 
Insha’Allah the Mecca Center Sunday School will continue to serve our community to the fullest potential and to be a 
cornerstone in our lives. Jazakum Allahu Khayran for your continued support of our children’s academic successes and in 
providing them tools to instill a sense of activism and leadership in our future youth, preparing them to become actively 
involved in the Mecca Center community and in the society as a whole.
 
Regards,
 
Linda Hamadeh, M.Ed., Ed.D. 
Mecca Center Sunday School Principal

patients!

welcome!

630.980.6227

Mohamed N. Jabri ,M.D FAAP

Where Luxury is affordable
1723 W OGDEN AVE, DOWNERS GROVE, IL 60515

SALES 630-241-2424 •  SERVICE 630-241-2424 • www.starmotorsales.com

Cater your next party from Taiyba 
and enjoy Middleastern 

cousin and Indo-Pak cousin while 
you are supporting your 

Macca Masjid.

TAIYBA KITCHEN IS OPEN NOW

AT THE MECCA CENTER

Coming soon, order on Line at 
www.taiyba.com

For all your catering
needs call:

630-755-5899

taiybakitchen

The Mecca Center Sunday School Springing Into Action
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Highlights from The Mecca Quran 
Institute
•	 Classes increase from 12 to 20 classes for 

youth and adults, boys and girls during the 
week

•	 Enrollment increased from 170 to 210

Recent Accomplishments
•	 Teacher expertise training seminars with 

Sheikh Ahmad
•	 Promotional video, MQI Program Booklet, 

MQI Facebook launch, and launching 
of three Sahib al Quran Hafiz classes - 
including beginners, intermediate, and 
advanced

Mecca Quran Institute holds “Fun Day”

March 5 was not the typical day for the Mecca Quran Institute students. It was a “Fun Day” that 
many students were anticipating. The sound of laughter and happiness could be heard throughout 
the Mecca Center.

“We wanted to have the Fun Day because we think our students deserved it,” said Tourkieh Kholoki, 
a Mecca Quran Institute teacher and one of the organizers. Kholoki said, “this event will definitely 
motivate and encourage the students on doing better with their lessons and reading practices.”

During the “Fun Day,” the students played a friendly dodge-ball tournament in the gym. There were 
also game stations set up for the students. The game station games included: scooter board racing, 
sack race, jump roping, and a cornhole toss game. Along with the games, there was a photo booth 
with options of silly props and accessories.

“The goal of the “Fun Day” was to show students that hard work really pays off, and that learning 
the Quran can be fun,” Tourkieh Kholoki said. “We want the students to feel the need to come back 
and continue learning.” Based on the smiles and laughter students and teachers had experienced, the 
“Fun Day” was a true success motivating students to work harder for the following year. 

Upcoming Quran Institute Events
•	 Urdu class launch (telawa Quran 101)
•	 Continue teacher training seminars by Sheikh Ahmad

The Mecca Center Quran Institute
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Our Vision
To spread the moderate, enlightening, spiritual message of the Quran in order to build a distinguished and 
engaged Muslim community in the United States.

Institute Goals
1. Create a positive environment for learning the Quran that serves all ages.
2. Teach proper recitation of the Quran in an efficient, effective, and comprehensive way.
3. Inspire a generation of youth to lead the next generations of Muslims in America.
4. Implement an innovative Quran curriculum that benefits students of all ages.

{Indeed, this Quran guides to that which is most suitable and gives good tidings to the believers who do righ-
teous deeds that they will have a great reward.} (Al-Israa’, Ayah 9). Allah (SWT) sent the Quran as guidance 
for all people, to lead them to happiness in this life and the next. It was revealed to our beloved Prophet 
Muhammad (S) as a gift and an honor that will last until the end of time.

Allah (SWT) gave us the Sunnah as another gift that explains theQuran, and clarifies its teachings. Allah 
(SWT) says in his Book: {[This is] a Book which We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], that you might 
bring mankind out of darknesses into the light by permission of their Lord – to the path of the Exalted in 
Might, the Praiseworthy} (Ibrahim, Ayah 1).

The Mecca Quran Institute was founded to be a place where our children can grow up with the Quran in 
their hearts, minds, and actions, in keeping with the teachings of our beloved Prophet (S) who said: “The 
best amongst you is the one who learns the Quran and teaches it.» [Bukhari]

Through Allah’s (SWT) blessings and favor, the Mecca Center Quran Institute has been established with 
many high-quality programs that serve the needs of every member of our community. By the Will of Allah 
(SWT) we pray that this institute will continue to develop and grow to be an ideal space for students to learn 
the Quran and come closer to Allah (SWT).

REGISTER TODAY meccacenter.org/quran-institute•
For more information, please call (630)241-2000 x4 or e-mail MQI@meccacenter.org.
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2. Teach proper recitation of the Quran in an efficient, effective, and comprehensive way.
3. Inspire a generation of youth to lead the next generations of Muslims in America.
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{Indeed, this Quran guides to that which is most suitable and gives good tidings to the believers who do righ-
teous deeds that they will have a great reward.} (Al-Israa’, Ayah 9). Allah (SWT) sent the Quran as guidance 
for all people, to lead them to happiness in this life and the next. It was revealed to our beloved Prophet 
Muhammad (S) as a gift and an honor that will last until the end of time.

Allah (SWT) gave us the Sunnah as another gift that explains theQuran, and clarifies its teachings. Allah 
(SWT) says in his Book: {[This is] a Book which We have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], that you might 
bring mankind out of darknesses into the light by permission of their Lord – to the path of the Exalted in 
Might, the Praiseworthy} (Ibrahim, Ayah 1).

The Mecca Quran Institute was founded to be a place where our children can grow up with the Quran in 
their hearts, minds, and actions, in keeping with the teachings of our beloved Prophet (S) who said: “The 
best amongst you is the one who learns the Quran and teaches it.» [Bukhari]

Through Allah’s (SWT) blessings and favor, the Mecca Center Quran Institute has been established with 
many high-quality programs that serve the needs of every member of our community. By the Will of Allah 
(SWT) we pray that this institute will continue to develop and grow to be an ideal space for students to learn 
the Quran and come closer to Allah (SWT).

REGISTER TODAY meccacenter.org/quran-institute•
For more information, please call (630)241-2000 x4 or e-mail MQI@meccacenter.org.

New program for kids 3-5!

The registration fee for full-time students is 
$550 plus the last month of tuition ($750) 
which are both due upon registration. 
Monthly tuition for full-time students is $750. 

The registration fee for part-time students is The registration fee for part-time students is 
$450 plus the last month of tuition ($400) 
which are both due upon registration. 
Monthly tuition for part-time students is $400.

Registration is first come, first-serve and will 
be held April 9, 2018 at the Mecca Center 
along with a screening of your child(ren).

at the Mecca Centerat the Mecca Center
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