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Sebastian Vettel
: s says Ferrari hasn’t
T BNV considered throttling
n o< n i By back for the remainder
H‘e_ineke SR : SUL ¥ of the year, and insists
X - . ) N his Brazilian Grand Prix
win can be a foundation
forafightbackin2018.
Vettelended the
PrancingHorse’s
windrought witha
(8 commandingdriveat
|| Interlagostonotchhis
first win since July.
While Vettel and
Ferrari’stitle challenge
hasimploded sincethe
summer break, the four-
time world champion
saysany lessonslearned
now canpush theteam
forward next year.
“Everythingwelearn
" willgodirectly intonext
. year’scar,sotakingour
foot off the throttleright
now would be the worst
thingtodo,” hesaid.
- Brazilian GPreport, p4
_ Liberty defends future
Flvision, p2
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ByRob Ladbrook

Formula 1’s new bosses

insist they will press on with
changes aimed at bringing
unpredictability back to the
sport, and have refuted claims
from some teams that they are
homogenising the formula.

Amidheated talksabout F1’s
new engineregulationsfrom
2021 onwards, Liberty Media
boss Chase Carey said last week
that the group would continue
topursue pushingthroughrule
changesthat would helptoeven
outthefield and promote
healthier competition.

Liberty outlined anew set of
enginerulesrecently, which were
met by abacklash from three of
F1’sbiggest manufacturers.

Theinitial plans involve
retainingthe current 1.6-litre
turbocharged engine, but
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suggested tofurtherlimit teams’s
developmentresources.

Those plans were met with
criticism from Mercedes, Renault
and Ferrari, with the former two
suggesting the changes would
createanew ‘armsrace’as
manufacturers would still have
todevelop an entirely new engine
tooperate around the new set-up.
Ferrari chairman Sergio
Marchionne then claimed the
rulesrisked removingthe
“powertrain uniqueness” and
issued afresh threat that Ferrari
could walk away from the sport
if an agreeable solution could
notbe found. Marchionne also
accused Liberty of wanting to
“play NASCAR globally”,
referringto the use of spec
engines across the grid.

Intheface of the backlash, Carey
said Liberty still held the team’s
bestinterestsat heart, butinsisted
the sportneeded to change.

“Idon’tthink we have a differing
view to Ferrari,” said Carey.
“I'mnottryingtobederogatory
toNASCAR, but we don’t plan
tobe NASCAReither.

“Wedon’t want tostandardise
cars. Wedon’t want 20identical
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American owners move to settle team

Liberty Media head Chase Carey wants ‘all teams to have a chance of winning’ in the future

cars goinground thetrack and
the only differenceis thedriver.

“Flisunique,anditmarries
up competitive state-of-the-art
technology. We want teams to have
theability to create carsthatare
unique tothem-unique engines
tothem, unique bodies to them.

“But we want tomake success
dependent on how well you spend
yourresources within some
constraints, versus how much
youspend.Ithink that’'sa
healthier sport.”

Carey added thatimprovingthe
level of competitionacrossthe
grid wasalsohigh ontheagenda
withthenew rulesset. Liberty
wants to even out the performance
deficitbetween thefactory and
the customer squads.

“We want teams tocompete to
win, but we want all the teamsto
haveachance,” Carey said. “It’s
never goingtobeequal, thereare
goingtobe favourites thatevolve,
but we want the teams tofeel that
they haveafighting chance.

“Sportsarebuiltonthe
unexpected, and we do want
asportthatcanhavethe
unexpected. If somebody wins
everyraceevery weekend, at the
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concerns over future

end of theday, it’sthe sportthat
will suffer.

“Youneed competition, you
need the unknown, youneed great
finishes, youneed great dramas.
We’ve gotto create that. That
attractsmore funds and ultimately
benefits all the teams. Our first
priority istomake this sport
much betterforus,and the
existingteamsinit.”

Lauda’s worry
Mercedes’ NikiLaudaisthe
latestto voice his concerns over
Liberty’s plans for the future of
F1,saying publically that what
he’sseensofarhasmade

him “worried”.

The three-time world champion
Austrianlaid out his concerns
inaninterview with Italian
publication Gazzetta dello Sport
where hesaid: “What [Liberty]
think about thefutureis
worryingme.

“It wasright thatthe American
ownersneeded time to understand
what Flis—butthatisaboutto
expire. The FIA, Chase Carey and
Ross Brawn repeat that we need to
level off the performance, but the
DNA of F1istheopposite.

“Youareafoolif you think
thattomake grands prix more
attractive youneed to have
different winners every weekend.
Flisabout competition.
Developing carsis one of the
important foundations, as well as
thebravery of the drivers.

“Instead you want to penalise
the best teams, and protect the
driversasif they are babies—
with the introduction of the
halo forexample.”

Thefinancial structure
surrounding the new engine rules
alsoirked Lauda. Liberty released
itsfinancial figureslast week and a

“Their
future
makes me
worry’’

decrease inoverallrevenuefor F1
means that the prize money pot for
teams will shrink for thefirst time
inrecenthistory. Teams will share
out $273 million [£208 million] from
themostrecent quarter, adrop of
13 per cent from the $316m [£241m]
availablelastyear.

While lucrative sponsorship
deals could boost thatamount,
Laudasaid hehad concerns.

“Inthefaceof cost growth of
some €70m [£62m] from one year to
thenext, revenues havedeclined,”
headded. “But where do we go
from here? There should beideas
for generating more money, but I
donotseethem.

“ITheard from [F1 commercial
director] Sean Bratches, who
would like to see the drivers
accompanied by grid kids. Is
imitatingfootball having
newideas? Thebudget capis
logical and correct, butitneedsa
three-year plantorealiseit. We
have employees, so whatdo we
do with them? Throw them on
theroad? Fornow Liberty has
only announced that they want
tointroduceit [abudget cap], but
they have not explained how they
intendtorealiseit.”

Vettel adamant that Ferrari can finish 2017 on top, and star in 2018

Sebastian Vettel says that
Ferrariisn’t prepared to coast
through the remainder of this
season, insisting that the final
races can beavital roadmap
tosuccessin2018.

Despite having his world title
hopes dashedlast time outin
Mexico, Vettel fired back with
victoryin Brazil last weekend,
and says Ferrari will keep
pushingto win the season
finalein AbuDhabinext
weekendtouseasa
springboard into2018.

When asked how he and
Ferrari could stay motivated
fortherest of the season,
Vettel said: “In the first
moments [afterlosingthe
title]it’s difficult to go back
tobusinessasusual, but that
iswhy it’s good to have more
races. The moment you get
backin the car the musing of
the ‘ifs’ and the ‘buts’ stops and
thefocusison the driving.

“Maybelosing outis easier
to come to terms with when
thereareracesleft as opposed
tolosingthetitlein thelast

AW

Vettel won at Interlagos

raceand goinghome
with defeat.
“Therearenorulechanges
fornext year, and the car that
ends 2017 on top should be able
tocarry thisoverinto2018.
Everythingthat welearnin
Braziland AbuDhabiisagood
steptonextyear. Solifting
off the throttle would be the
completely wrongthingtodo.”
Ferrari hasnow switched
focusto2018, and there were
suggestions thatit was
triallingradical development
partsin Brazil.
“Therearerumours
wobbling through the paddock
that there are massive parts on
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s Liberty Media wants
new engine rules

7

Ferrari man back on form

thecarfor2018... thefactisthe
whole season isapreparation
for2018 as there willnot be big
changes, other than the halo.
Soeverythingwe’ve learned
this year will find its way onto
the 2018 car. We’ll see another
hard-foughtracein Abu
Dhabi. If thatis a foretaste for
2018Iwould darenottomakea
prediction. Thereisstill the
possibility todesign anew car
over the winter and maybe one
getsitabitmorerightthanthe
other-whoknows!? Butone
thingisfor sure: the tighter
itgetsthemorefunitisinthe
car-and themore funitis
towatch!”
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A demon start helped
Vettel jump Bottas
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ictoryinlast
weekend’s
Brazilian
Grand Prix

was Sebastian
Vettel’sfirst
since the
Hungarian GPinJuly.It’sa
stark indication of how the
fortunes of Ferrari have waned
since the summer break. But
theresult virtually secures his
runners-up spot in this year’s
drivers’ championship.

The outcome of Sunday’srace was
decided when thefield descended
towards Turn 1 on the openinglap.
Poleposition holder Valtteri Bottas
wasn’tas clean away as Vettel and as
thepair braked into the downhill left-
hander, the Ferrarijustfound the
smallest of gaps between the Mercedes
and the pitwall toease intothelead.

Overthenext71laps,atahotand
cloudlessInterlagos, Vettel managed
topreserve hismachinery, while
maintaining a two-second margin
toBottas. That wasenoughtoearn
him his47th F1victory and his eighth
for Ferrari.

They werejoined on the podium by
thesecond Ferrari of Kimi Raikkonen,
the Finn holding off a spirited
comeback drive by Lewis Hamilton.
The newly-crowned world champion
wasforced to start from the pitlane
after aqualifying shunt, but quickly
made progress through the pack. At
one stage he was over 18 seconds off
Vettel’slead, but drove superbly to be
just5.4sshy of the winner attheflag.

Infifth and sixth places were the two
Red Bulls of Max Verstappen and Dan
Ricciardoand they finished ahead of a
terrific race-long scrap between Felipe
Massaand Fernando Alonso. The two-

Hamilton charged s
to fourth place

Massa: emotional
Brazilian farewell

Ricciardo charged
after early clash

time champjust couldn’t find a way
pasttheretiringhomehero, who’s
defensive performance gave his
beloved fans something to cheer about.

Qualifying

There was dramajust momentsinto
thestart of qualifying. Q1isnormally
arelatively straightforward affair for
thetopteams, but Hamiltonmadea
raremistake onhisfirstflyinglap
and shunted his Mercedes hard into
thebarriers.

Having swept through the apex of
Turn6,as he continued around the
right-hander towards T'7, his W08
bottomed out. A few sparksflew up
from thefront of hisfloor, his car
began torotate and before he knew
it,the Mercedes had clattered into
the tyre wall. Temperatures had
dropped compared to Friday’s
practicerunning with the skies
over Sao Paulodark and overcast.

“I'wasjusttaken by surprise,” said
Hamilton afterwards. “When the car
bottomed outitstalls the floor and that
often happens when the tyresare cold.
Thaven’tmade any mistakes all year
andit’sbeen alongtimesinceI’ve put
the carinthe wall, butit’smy faultand
Itakefull responsibility.”

With Hamiltonin last place,
Mercedes decided touse Sunday’s
race torun new power unit partsand
took the decision to break the parc
fermerulestostartthefour-time
champ from the pitlane.

There was atleast some joy for
Mercedes, as Bottas scooped pole
position from Vettel’s Ferrarion his
lastlapin Q3. Vettel had been quickest
on hisfirst run, stopping the clocks
on 1mo08.360s, while Bottas’s wasjust
0.082s behind. The Ferrarifailed to
improveattheend, while the Finnseta

1m08.322s lap, pipping Vettel by just
0.038s. The German conceded that
hehadbeenabittoo “chicken”
brakinginto Turn1onhisfinallap.

“Inmy firstattemptin Q3,I knew
Thadalittlebitleft becauseIlost the
rearabit,” said Vettel. “SoIwanted
togetthereatthe samepointasIknew
Icould gain time, butIchickened out
alittletoo early andIlosttime.”

Behind Vettel, histeam-mate
Raikkonen was third quickest,
ahead of the Red Bulls of Verstappen
and Ricciardo (although thelatter
had a10-place engine penalty).

The other star of qualifyingwas
Alonso, who hustled hisMcLaren up
tosixth onthestartinggrid, despite
being second slowestin the speed trap.

Race
After four days of threateningrain
clouds, Sao Paulo awoke onrace day
toclear blue skies and glorious
sunshine. When the pitlane opened,
half an hour before the start, Massa
wasthefirsttoleave hisgaragetoa
rapturous cheer fromthelocal
Paulistas. It would be another
emotional farewell performance.
Interlagosisnotoriously narrow,
particularly through thetight Senna S
of Turns 1and2and contact between
carsistypical ontheopeninglap. And
thisyear wasno different. For Vettel,
his stronglaunch off the startlineand
decisive overtake of Bottas for thelead
into Turn 1 wasthe moment which
sealed hisvictoryintherace.
“InitiallyThad a very good startand
thought T've got this’,” said Vettel.
“ButthenIwasabittoo greedy with the
throttle, spinning up the wheels and
losingabit of momentum on Valtteri.
ThenIlooked over and saw he was
strugglingandIgained on the second
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* Vettel was untouchable throughout

phase of the start. That was just
enough to give me momentum tohang
inthere into thefirst corner. Obviously
that turned out to be very important.”

In contrast, afterthe joy of
securinghis third pole position in F1
on Saturday, Bottas was rather more
subdued after the race on Sunday,
concedingthathe’dlost the victory
inthose crucial few seconds after
thestart.

“Theissue wasjustinitial
wheelspin,” said the Finn. “Assoonas
Istarted torelease the clutch, it broke
traction and that’s why Thad a poor
getaway.I was tryingto cover the
inside, butlookingin the mirrorI
could only see Kimibehind.Ididn’tsee
Seb, soIwas guessing thathe could be
shootingfor theinside—and sohewas.”

Thepace up front between the
two was close the wholerace, one
mistake for Vettel could have allowed
the Mercedesto get within DRSrange
and pounce, butit was an error-free
drivefrom the German.

Bottas’s best chance came during
the one and only pitstop sequence. The
Finn was 1.643s behind the Ferrariand
pitted from the supersoft to the soft on
lap 27, alap before the leader stopped.
Bottasthen set the fastest middle sector
of therace on his outlapand when
Vettel emerged from the pits, it was the
closesthe’d been to the Ferrarisince
thestart. Butit wastonoavail, Vettel
was quickly up tospeed and
maintained the gaptotheflag.

“Pace-wiseit was very, very close,”
added Bottas. “We putalot of pressure
under Seb, especially around the
pitstop and we tried the undercut. I got
pretty close, after he came out of the
pits, butjust not quite enough totry
toovertake. So, yeah, definitely
disappointed after agood day yesterday.”

Remarkably, Bottas was just 2.706s
ahead of histeam-mate Hamliton, who
finished fourth with his decisive drive
through thefield. His cause was ever-
so-slightly helped by the intervention
of the safety car following anumber
of incidents on the openinglap.

Asthefield rounded the narrow
Senna S, there was contact, asfirstly
the Haas of Kevin Magnussen
squeezed Stoffel Vandoorne, who
ricocheted intoRicciardo’s Red Bull.

It was game over for the Haasand
McLarendrivers, but Ricciardo was
able to continue unharmed, albeitat
thetail of thefield.

Justasthe safety car was being
deployed there was more contact
headinginto the double-apex right-
handers of Turns6and 7. ForceIndia’s
Esteban Ocon was attemptingto
overtake Romain Grosjean, when the
Haasdriver carried toomuch speed
intoT6, lost therear of the car and
hit Ocon on the outside of the bend.
Grosjean was awarded a 10-second
penalty, while Ocon recorded his first
retirementfrom F1. “It’sashame,
becauseithasbeen three yearssince
my lastretirementin single-seaters,”
said Ocon. “There was nothingIcould
do.Romainlosthiscarand crashed
intome. Dayslike this happen, butI
hopeit will be another three years
beforeithappensagain.”

After fourlapsneutralised behind the
safety car, racingresumed on lap five
and withit, one of the crucial moments
of therace. Massa was able tojump
Alonsoforfifth place when green-flag
racingresumed.

Butthestar of the grand prix and the
winner of thefan vote for driver of the
day was Hamilton. With a car arguably
theclassof thefield,abrand new
engine and nothingtolosefroma

championship perspective, he was
abletoracetothemax. He was 14th
when the safety car pulled into the
pitlane and started to charge his way
through the field with ease. He was
10th by lap eight, seventh by lap 14
and fifth by lap 21.

Ninelapslater, when the top four
had pitted, the Brit wasin thelead of
therace. Hespent 13lapsatthehead
before he made the switch from softs
tosupersoftsonlap43. Increasingthe
length he was able to stay out on his
first stint, was one of the keystohis
impressive performance-and his
ultimate fourth place finish.

“I'thoughtfifth or sixth might be
possible today,” said Hamilton. “But
Tknew it would be difficulttomake
these tyreslast. The team were telling
me ‘plus seven’ as my original plan
tostopwasonlap37. WhenIwason
lap 30, Icouldn’tbelieveIhad todo
another 141laps on that set of rubber.

“I'think Imanaged the tyresreally
well today, butI wasn’treally looking
after them the way the others were,” he
continued. “Iwasleaningonthemalot
more. Attheend whenIwas told how
closeIwasto Vettel I did wonder [what
waspossible], but unfortunately Thad
nolifeleftinthetyres.”

Anumber of drivers were struggling
with tyrelifein thelatter stages,
including seventh-placed Massa. For
lap afterlap, Alonso kept up with the
Williams, but despite every effort,
couldn’t quite make it past his former
team-mate. It was a great drive from
the Brazilian at his final homerace
before retirement. It was the result he
wanted last year, instead of that crash
intherainand emotional walk down
the pitlane. Not many drivers get the
chance to say farewell twice.
Obrigado,again, Felipe.
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RACE FACTS

Results © 2017 Formula One Administration Ltd

A BRAZILIAN GRAND PRIX

Circuit: Autodromo Jose Carlos Pace, Sao Paolo
Laps: 71 Racedistance: 190.09 miles Lap: 2.677
miles Lap record: 1m11.044s (Max Verstappen,
2017) 2016 winner:Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

\

=S Date:Nov 12
Weather:
Warm and dry
Track: 59
degrees celsius
Rir: 28 degrees
celsius

SUPER-SOFT

RESULTS
FIA Formula 1 World Championship, round 19/20
POS | DRIVERS | NAT | CAR-ENGINE | TIVME
1 Sebastian Vettel GER | Ferrari 1h31m26.262s
2 Valtteri Bottas FIN | Mercedes +2.762s
3 Kimi Raikkonen FIN | Ferrari +4.600s
4 Lewis Hamilton GBR | Mercedes +5.468s
5 Max Verstappen NED | Red Bull-Renault +32.940s
6 Daniel Ricciardo AUS | Red Bull-Renault +48.691s
7 Felipe Massa BRA | Williams-Mercedes +1m08.882s
8 Fernando Alonso ESP | McLaren-Honda +1m09.363s
9 Sergio Perez MEX | Force India-Mercedes +1m09.500s
10 | NicoHulkenberg | GER | Renault -1lap
11 Carlos Sainz ESP | Renault -1lap
12 | Pierre Gasly FRA | Toro Rosso-Renault -1 lap
13 | MarcusEricsson | SWE | Sauber-Ferrari -1lap
14 | Pascal Wehrlein GER | Sauber-Ferrari -1lap
15 | Romain Grosjean | FRA | Haas-Ferrari -2 laps
16 |Lance Stroll CAN_| Williams-Mercedes -2laps
R Brendon Hartley NZL | Toro Rosso-Renault L40/engine
R Esteban Ocon FRA | Force India-Mercedes LO/collision
R Stoffel Vandoorne | BEL | McLaren-Honda LO/collision
R Kevin Magnussen | DEN | Haas-Ferrari LO/collision

Winner's average speed: 124.729mph. Lap leaders: Vettel 1-28; Raikkonen 29; Hamilton 30-32; Vettel 43-71.

FASTEST LAP | MAX VERSTAPPEN 1m11.044s

ON LAP 64 (AVERAGE SPEED: 135.68mph)

OUALIFYING

1 Bottas 1m08.322s 11 | Grosjean 1m09.879s
2 Vettel 1m08.360s 12 | Vandoorne 1m10.116s
3 Raikkonen 1m08.538s 13 | Magnussen 1m10.154s
4 Verstappen 1m08.925s 14 | Ricciardo* 1m09.330s
5 Perez 1m09.598s 15 | Wehrlein 1m10.678s
6 Alonso 1m09.617s 16 _| Stroll*** 1m10.776s
7 Hulkenberg 1m09.703s 17 | Ericsson**** 1m10.875s
8 Sainz 1m09.805s 18 | Hartley*

9 Massa 1m09.841s 19 | Gasly*™ 1m10.686s
10 | Ocon 1m09.830s 20 | Hamilton no time****

* = 10-place penalty for extra power unit elements ** = 25-place penalty for extra power unit elements ***=five-place penalty for replacement gearhox
***% = pitlane start (car modified while under parc ferme conditio

Ocon’s finishing
B run came to an end
: = i

AREE ki TN

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

DRIVERS CONSTRUCTORS

POS | DRIVER | PTS
1 Lewis Hamilton 345 1 Mercedes 625
2 | Sebastian Vettel 302 2 | Ferrari 495
3 Valtteri Bottas 280 3 Red Bull-TAG Heuer 358
4 Daniel Ricciardo 200 4 Force India-Mercedes | 177
5 Kimi Raikkonen 193 5 Williams-Mercedes 82
6 | MaxVerstappen 158 6 | Toro Rosso-Renault 53
7 Sergio Perez 94 7 Renault 49
8 | Esteban Ocon 83 8 | Haas-Ferrari 47
9 | Carlos Sainz 54 9 | McLaren-Honda 28
10 | Felipe Massa 42 10 | Sauber-Ferrari 5

NEXT RACE: ABUDHABI GP NOVEMBER 26
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F1 ROUND-UP

Hamilton’s goal
Lewis Hamilton insists he has

no desire to specifically chase
Michael Schumacher’s outright
wins record, despite his recent
form bringing him closer to the
German’s historic tally. Hamilton
currently sits second on the all-
time winners’ list with 62 victories,
compared to Schumachers 91.
“Ithink | can go on winning fora
long time,” said Hamilton, “but|
guess it ultimately comes down
to whetherthe fight remainsin
me. I stilldon’treally have the
desire to chase Michael, although
I’malotcloserthanlwas.”

In the pink

Pirelli will introduce a new softest
compound tyre for next season, using
the pink-hued design that it ran during
the US GP. The ltalian firm has asked
fans on twitter what the new tyre
should be called —mega- hyper-

or extreme-soft. Pirellicould add as
many as three new tyre compounds
toitsrange for next year too. Real edge
ofthe seat stuff...

Bottas’s boo-boo
Valtteri Bottas reckons he lost his
chance of victory in the Brazilian
GP after fluffing his start. The
Finnish Mercedes driver lost out
to Sebastian Vettel on the runinto
Turn 1,and was left to chase the
German to the finish from then on.
“It's unfortunate but obvious that
llost the start,” he rued. “For me
the issue was initial wheelspin.

I had a poor getaway and was trying
to covertheinside, butl guessed
he [Vettel] would come up the
inside, and he did.”

No penalties

The stewards have notawarded any
penalties for the three-way clash at

the start of the race in Interlagos,

which involved Stoffel Vandoorne,
Kevin Magnussen and Daniel Ricciardo.
Vandoorne's McLaren was sandwiched
between Magnussen’s Haas and
Ricciardo’s Red Bull through the
SennaS. The resulting contact put

both Magnussen and Vandoorne out
ofthe race, while Ricciardo spun but
continued to finish sixth.

Some penalty

Romain Grosjean says he can’t
understand why he was handed a
penalty in Brazil following his clash
with Force India’s Esteban Ocon.
The Haas driver lost control of his
caronthe opening lap as Ocon
attempted a move around the
outside of Turn 5. Grosjean spun
and collected Ocon, bringing
about the Force India driver’s first
F1 retirement. Grosjean was given
a 10-second penalty and two
points on his licence. “I’m sorry
forthe contact, butlwas touched
from behind and believe lhad a
puncture sollostthe car,” he said.
“Tomeit’saracingincidentsol
struggle to understand the penalty.”
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Abiteboul (1) and Marko (c): in the spotlight

Toro Rosso blamed
Renault for trouble

By Rob Ladbrook

Red Bull Racing was forced to step
into calm a bitter row that broke
outbetween its juniorteam,
Toro Rosso, and engine supplier
Renault during the Brazilian
Grand Prix weekend.

Toro Rosso has suffered myriad
failures onits Renault power units
thisyear, and the war of words broke
out after Pierre Gasly and Brendon
Hartley were hit with grid penalties
before therace. Renault’s Cyril
Abiteboul admitted to the firm
turningdownitsengines in Brazil
duetoreliability issues.

Abiteboul alsosaid that “we have

concerns about the way that our engine
isoperated within the Toro Rosso car”.
That suggestion prompted an angry
statement in response from Toro
Rosso, defendingits installation of
the engine and pointing out that it
isinfactahead of Renaultinthe
Constructors’ Championship.
Therelationship between Toro
Rossoand Renault has become
increasingly strained since the Italian
team agreed to swap to Honda units
fromnext year, freeing up Renault’s
supply topower McLaren instead.
When asked about the spat, Toro Rosso
boss Franz Tost told Sky Sports F1:
“Our statement wasareactionto Cyril’s
interview yesterday where he blamed

the team for the power unit failures,
which is absolutely wrong. Why should I
apologise? For all the damages we have?
We’re both upset.

“Who started with all thisnonsense?
Cyril, with his stupid interview. Should
Isay ‘Ohfine, good interview from
him, we acceptit’? No, we don’t accept
it. Therefore we came out with
our statement.”

Renault’s special advisor Alain
Prostsaid: “We don’t want to enter
this game of answering. Ilistened to
what Franzsaid. As you know Renault
hasbeenin F1foralongtime,and we
prove that by giving exactly the same
engine to everybody, which isnot the
case of the other manufacturers. We

will never play any dirty game to
gain one position.” E
Red Bull’s Helmut Marko was also &
seen havingaheated conversation :
with Abiteboul beforefinal practice on
Saturday. Red Bull also runs Renault
units but badged as TAG Heuer.
Marko thenreleased hisown
statement to calm the waters, saying:
“Over thelast 10 years, many successful,
we have been through every emotion
with our current engine supplier. As
usual atthe end of the season emotions
arerunninghigh, butitisavalued
relationship and will remain so. There
hasnever been aquestion that we have
notbeen treated fairly by our engine
suppliers. And thatisstill true today.”

Massa feels he gave fans perfect send off

Felipe Massa says he finally got
thekind of finish he wanted to
sign off his F1 career on home
soil,ashis Williams teamis
expectedtostepupitstest
programme with Robert Kubica
ashispossiblereplacement.
Massa will retire from the sport
after the Abu Dhabi GP later this
month, and took seventh place on
hisfinal Brazilian GP. Massa had
expected toretirelast year but
wasrecalled atlate notice by
Williams. He received a big
fanfare after crashingout of
lastyear’sracein the wet, but
thistime around said he felt
he’d done the fans proud.
“I'wassoemotional whenI
finished therace,” said Massa,
whoreceived aradiomessage

fromhisson, Felipe Jr,on the
cool-down lap. “For meit was
ashardasmany victoriesItook.

“Today was definitely likea
victoryand tofinish theraceand
feel the emotion of the people was
amazing.Iknew I had somuch
lovelast year, butIdidn’tfinish
theracelikeIwanted. TodayIdid.
That’s why I did another year!”

Williams has yet toannounce
Massa’sreplacement, with Paul
diResta, Daniil Kvyat and Kubica
allonthe team’s shortlist.

Kubicaisunderstood tohave
beenlined up todrive the team’s
2017 carinthepost-AbuDhabi  /
tyretest. The Pole has completed
twotestsina 2014 car already, but
this would be his first opportunity
inthe current Williams car.

Felipe Massa gota radlo .

Hamilton anger at attempted robberies
Lewis Hamilton has called for security around the circuit
(’ F1bossestodomoretoprotect after the Mercedesincident,
its paddock members aftera butteam members from
spate of attempted robberies Williams and Sauber as well
duringthe Brazilian Grand as FIA officials and Pirelli
Prix weekend. staff were still targeted.
TheF1fraternity was Hamilton said: “This happens
targeted by armed gangs every single year here.It’san
across the week, with many issueI'm sure the government
teamsreportingattacks herearefighting, butIthink
outside thecircuit. maybe on this weekend there
OnFridayeveninga areprotocols that should be
minibus carrying Mercedes putinplacetohelp. They
team members was held up should be there to help protect
atgun point and shots were the whole paddock. That’s
fired. Valuables were stolen partly F1’sresponsibility,
butnobody wasinjured in but generally the people at
theincident. thetopneedtotakeaction
Raceorganisers beefed up tokeep everyonesafe.”

message from Felipe Jr
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New European Formula 3
champion Lando Norris will
make his FIA Formula 2 debut
atthis year’s season finale
in Abu Dhabi after joining
the Campos Racing team.
Norris will use the double-
header event around the Yas
Marina Circuit on November
25/26 as preparation for a
full-time move into the
championship next season.
The Briton did a similar thing
when hejoined the European F3
season finale thistimelast year,

having won the 2016 Formula
Renault Eurocup title. He
went on to win the F3 title
with Carlin in hisrookie
season this year.

“Having won the FIA Formula
3European Championship at
my first attempt this year,

Iwill either stepupto F2or
[Japanese] Super Formulain
2018 towards my goal of one day
racingin F2,” said Norris, who
will become team-mate to Alex
Palou at Campos after regular
driver Ralph Boschung split

withtheteam. “To get the
opportunity to contest the
lasttworaces of the F2 season
istherefore abonus whichever
category I ultimately choose.

“It'llbethefirsttimeI've
ever competedinaracethat
includes a compulsory pitstop
and sothis willbeanew
experience forme.”

Norris, who recently landed
therole of McLaren’s F1test
andreservedriver,isaiming
tocaphisseason withawinat
the Macau F3 Grand Prix

Campos Racing
field the Brit

this weekend. “Macauis
such aspecialrace,andI'd
lovetohavea victory there
onmy CV,” said the teenager,
who turned 18 on Monday.

“The circuit has a bit
of everythingandit’s
really technical.”

Norris was due to conduct a
Pirelli tyre test with McLaren
at Interlagos but this was
cancelled on Monday in the
wake of security fears, after
several teams were attacked
over the grand prix weekend.

Norris and di Resta get first LMP2 seat time ahead of Daytona 24 Hours debuts
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“Ex-British F3
man is medical
car driver in F1”

\

Van der Merwe, Roberts in medical car duties

twas just a Sunday morning
drive with an old friend. The
caris a four-litre twin-turbo
Mercedes-AMG C63S and the
man behind the wheel; Alan van
der Merwe. The locationis the
snaking rollercoaster of Tarmac nestled in
the urban sprawl of one of South America’s
biggest cities.

It's 0830hrs and already the Sao Paulo sun
is baking the Interlagos asphalt. 'm in the back

Lando Norrisand Paul di
Restatestedan LMP2 car at
Paul Ricard last week ahead of
racingthe caratthe Daytona

Wednesday last week while di

Resta—whoisin contention for
aWilliams F1seatin2018—was
there Tuesday and Wednesday

“ItwasthefirsttimeIhave
eversharedacaronatestday
and despite the height difference
with Lando, we worked well

lookingforward to getting
toDaytona.Iquickly adapted
to the power, downforce, tyres
andfuelloads.I've had limited

passenger seat of the F1 medical car, helmet on,
tightening the shoulder straps of the four-point
harness as we rumble down the pitlane.

24HoursinJanuary. atthe French circuit. together, and it wasreally a runningover the past two Ahead of us is Bernd Maylander's safety car

Norris, who will share with “Ttwasaninterestingandgood  good,funday.” daysandit’satricky carto which van der Merwe chases around the 2.67-
Fernando Alonso and Phil experience to see what the LMP2 Norrisadded: “Ienjoyed the nail everythingand bring mile lap, brutally unleashing the 550hp under his
Hanson at the event, tested on Ligierisallabout,” saiddiResta.  experience,and I’'mnow really italltogether.”

THE FASTEST NEWS

Matt Kenseth claimed his first
NASCAR Cupvictory of theyearin
the penultimate race of the season
atPhoenixlastweekend. Kenseth
grabbed the lead after pitting
during a caution period and lost
out briefly to Chase Elliottin the
closing stages before reclaiming
the place. Brad Keselowski
finished 16th but that was still
enough for him to secure the final
playoff place — alongside Kyle
Busch, Martin Truex Jr and Kevin
Harvick - after Jimmie Johnson

: Formula Renau.ltC willrace atPau for the first time in 20 1

: suffered ablown tyre and
: crashed out... European Formula3 :
: race winner Jake Hughes has been
: linked toareturnto GP3 next year

: withthe ART Grand Prixteam. The
: Briton competedin GP3in 20186,

: finishing eighth in the standings,

: before switching to Euro F3 this

: year... Nick Cassidy and Ryo

: Hirakawa clinched the Super

: GTtitle at Motegilastweekend
: aftersecuring second placein

R

! theseason finale. The TOM’S

Lexus duo needed to finish in

! thetoptworegardless of what

: closestrivals Ronnie Quintarelli
: and Tsugio Matsudadid...

: Porsche LMP1 drivers Nick Tandy

: and Earl Bamberlook settoreturn

: tothe American IMSA SportsCar

: Championshipin 2018 following

: Porsche’s withdrawal from the

: top class ofthe World Endurance

: Championship. Tandy and Bamber,

: whowonlLe Mans together for

: Porschein 2015, bothracedinthe

: category last season before earning
: full-time LMP1 drives this year. They
: arenow settoreturn, pilotinga 911

: RSR...FormerWorld Touring

: CarChampionship points leader
: Tiago Monteiro has been forced
: towithdraw from the latest

: round of the series at Macau this
: weekend on medical grounds.

: TheHondadriver had already

: missed the last two rounds after
: suffering a high-speed testing

: crashatBarcelonain

: September... The 2018 Formula

: Renault Northern European Cup

¢ calendarhasbeen revealed andit

: includes the addition of Zandvoort,

: the Hungaroring and — for the first

¢ time—Pau. They take the place of

: Assenandthe Nurburgring onan

: expanded six-eventschedule. ..

Bentleyhasunveiled anew
Continental GT3 that will
beginracingnextseason.
The carhasbeendeveloped
by M-Sport, whichwas
responsible for the original
Continental GT3 first
raced atthe end of2013, in
conjunction with Bentley
Motorsportatcompany
headquartersin Crewe.
The second-generation
Bentley Continental GT3is
scheduled tomake itsrace
debutatthe openinground
ofthe Blancpain GT Series
Endurance Cup at Monza
next April.

right foot. The two machines are conducting a
test of all the circuit's electronic equipment, GPS,
timing and marshal boards. A final preparation to
ensure the trackis in perfect working order for
the afternoon’s Brazilian Grand Prix.

Very quickly, we are dipping, rising, right, left,
with the rear end sliding, beautifully controlled by
‘Swerve' as he tucks the nose into each apex. It's
arare opportunity to be allowed in the medical car
and ajoy to watch a professional driver ply his trade.

Inthe front passenger seat is Dr lan Roberts and
inthe boot of the estate, all the kit required foran
immediate medical intervention. It's a heavy car,
but driven skilfully — in full chat — it can be the
difference between life and death if a driver has
beeninvolved in a serious accident on-track.

Van der Merwe has been tasked with driving
the medical car at every grand prix since 2009.
But it wasin 2003 when I first met the genial
South African.

Ihad been working at MN alittle over ayear
when | was tasked with reporting on the British
F3 Championship. The capacity field had an
impressive roster of talent that season, all
youngsters looking to make their mark. VdM,
the 2001 Formula Ford Festival winner,
impressed, bringing a calm, intellectual approach
to his racing and an outright speed that netted
him the title. The Carlin driver beat strong
opposition that year, that included Will Power,
Nelson Piquet Jrand Jamie Green.

Overthe next few years, sadly, his career
stalled through a lack of finance, but | always felt
he deserved to be rewarded for the natural talent
he possesses. And while his career didn't quite
follow the route he imagined, at least he is paid
to drive cars — quickly — for aliving.

Last Sunday morning, it was great to finally
watch ‘Swerve’ close-up, beautifully balancing
throttle and brake to hustle the Merc around
the tight confines of Interlagos. Just the
14 years on from when we first met.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Sexton finalists 2017
Motorsportireland has announced
Charlie Eastwood, James Roe Jrand
Jordan Dempsey as the three finalists for
the prestigious Sexton Trophy award.
Porsche Carrera Cup GB champion
Eastwood and successful Formula
Ford 1600 racers Roe and Dempsey are
in contention to win €50,000 (£44,300)
towards their racing budget for next
year. The winner will be announced
nextmonth.

TinTop correction

Gideon September has been confirmed as the
winnerofthe T1 class in the British Automobile
Racing Club’s Tin Top championship. He took a
13thandan 11th place finish at Brands Hatch
on November 4/5, and was driving a Mitsubishi
Mirage, nota Ford Puma as listed in the results
inthe November 8 issue of M.

Helping hand from Honda
Honda UK gave Mission Motorsporta
Honda CRV torace at this year’s Race of
Remembrance. The diesel twin-turbo
automatic had come to the end of its

life as a test vehicle, but with Mission
Motorsport CEO James Cameron

joined by Paralympian cyclist Jon-Allan
Butterworth, Lionel O’Connor and Alex
Goy, they finished 33rd.

Onslow=Cole returns

GT driver Tom Onslow-Cole continued his
record of attending all Race of Remembrance
meetings at Anglesey, when he shared a VLN
spec Toyota GT-86 as part of the Milltek (Pro
Team) with first-timer, Blancpain racer Josh
Caygill. Early contact forced the car out.

Off the mark for De Haan
Novice driver Sam De Haan,who is
coached by 2004 British GT champion
Jonny Cocker, scored a maiden victory

in only his second weekend of racing.

He drove a Barwell Motorsport Audi RS3
TCRin the New Millennium series race

at Brands Hatch and will use the car

again in this weekend’s Britcar meeting
atthe samevenue.

American adventure

British Touring Car driver Tom Ingram finished
31stinthe Creventic 24 Hourrace at the Circuit
ofthe Americas last weekend. Ingram raced an
Aston Martin Vantage GT4 with Speedworks
Motorsportin his first race outside of Europe.

Fire at Brands Hatch

A fire atthe Brands Hatch circuiton
November 7 didn’t cause any disruption
to on-track activities including last
weekend’s Classic Sports Car Club
meeting. The fire blazed in an industrial
unit, and was contained in that location.
The fire service is investigating the cause.

Photos: Jakob Ebre
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Back in a BTCC car:
Tordoff tested Audi

"TORDOFF MAY. RETURN
FOR BTCC CAMPAIGN

Touring car. ace tests at Snetterton and Donington Park

By MattJames

Former British Touring Car
Championship runner-up Sam
Tordoff is considering a return to the
series in 2018 after testing two front-
wheel-drive machines last week.
The Yorkshireracer missed out on the
BTCC crown by two pointsto Honda’s
Gordon Shedden in2016. Hehad taken
nine podiums in his WSR BMW 1251 M
Sportbut was pipped in the final round.
Tordoff switched to the British GT

Championship for2017and drovea
Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini
Huracan alongside Liam Griffin.
They werefifth in the points, and
Tordoff alsomade outingsin the
Blancpain GT Series Endurance Cup.
Hedrovethe AmD Tuning Audi S3
at Snetterton on Tuesday last week,
before switchingtothe Power Maxed
Racing Vauxhall Astra at Donington

Park twodayslater.

Tordoff said: “Iwanted to dust off the
cobwebs andseeif Icouldstilldrivea

front-wheel-drive machine. Ilastraced
one with thefactory MG BTCCteamin
2013 and 2014, soithad been a while.
“Ireally enjoyed my runningandIam
looking at my options for 2018. T have tested
different GT carstoo. Nothingis signed
andIamjustgainingexperienceand
then we will see where it goes from here.”
British GT racer and one-time Indy 500
starter Martin Plowman also tested

the Power Maxed car at Donington

on Wednesday as he toolooks athis
options for the future.

BTCC test for
successful trio

Three national racers
got the chance to

drive a Motorbase
Performance Ford
Focus British Touring
Car Championship
machine at Snetterton
as areward for their
successful seasons.

Mini Challenge JCW
runner-up Reece Barr,
Mini Challenge Cooper
Pro Class champion
Matt Hammond and
BRSCC Ford Fiesta
winner Jamie White
all sampled the car
as part of a Dunlop-
backed prize drive day.

They were given a
familiarisation run
in the morning
before conducting
a 10-lap session
in the afternoon,
following instruction
from Motorbase’s
regular BTCC racer,
Rory Butcher.

Team manager Oly
Collins said he was
impressed by the trio.
“They all learned from
the experience, and
none of them made
mistakes. Itis a great
reward for their
performances in 2017
and they each took
something away
from the experience.”

Power will drive HMS Racing’s Toyota Avensié

and sportsmanship.

Legends runner-up Ben Power
hassecured a prize testin a British
Touring Car with HMS Racing.
Power cameoutontopof a
separate points table to the main
Legends championship to win
the prize—with points awarded
based on performance, presentation

Power, whotook 14 Legends wins
this year, willnow get to test the

HMS Racing Toyota Avensis at
Silverstone next Monday.

The car hasbeenraced by Rob
Austin this year before he switches
tothe team’snew AlfaRomeo
Giuliettanext year.

Power said: “I'm absolutely elated —
it’san honour to have been chosen.
Thisisthesilverlining for me after
justmissing outon the championship.

“There’sno car’drather drive for

Prize BTCC test for Legends runner-up Power at Silverstone in Austin’s car

my first BTCC test, Rob [Austin]
obviously won the final round of
thetouringcarsthisyearinthe
ToyotasoIcan’t waittohavethe
opportunity todriveitand couldn’t
ask forabetterintroduction as Rob
isatop-notchdriver. Tome, there
arealot of similarities with touring
carsand Legends with the 30-car
grids, closeaction and overtaking -
Ican’'t wait!”

‘Dream to race with
Ricky’, says Collard Sr

BMW Junior driver Ricky Collard
had his first taste of a British
Touring Car Championship
machine when he drove his
father’s WSR-run 125i M Sport
during a test at Silverstone.
Collard Jr has driven GT cars
for BMW this season as part of
its academy and was called up
last week to assist WSR as it
undertook developments for 2018.
Collard’s father, Rob, said that
the BTCC was one option on his
son’s radar for 2018. “Ricky got
this test on merit, and the team
were very pleased with his pace
and his feedback,” said Rob.
“The goal is toremain on the
BMW Junior programme, but all
options are open to us. I haven’t
got a deal sorted for next year, but
if we could race alongside each
other that would be a dream.”

BriSCA F2 debut for Renault Clio Cup star Dorlin

Renault UK Clio Cuprace
winner James Dorlin will
make his short oval debut at

Birmingham Wheels Raceway

this weekend when he takes

racecraft: things like car
positioning and keeping out
of trouble. It could be quite
useful for me.

“If Idon’tend up in the wall,

partinaBriSCA F2 event.

The 18-year-old, who won
two Clio rounds on his way to
ninth in the points, will use the
exercise to keep himself sharp
over the winter. He says that it
might not be his only outing

in the category. his sponsor Vantage
“Tam friends with i Motor Group and has
Ant Whorton-Eales, started a justgiving.
whois doing the \ | com page. For
BriSCA Flraceat details, visit
the same meeting,” justgiving.com/
said Dorlin. “He fundraising/team-
roped meintoit. It vantage-million-
issomethingtodo makers.
during the down ® Ant Whorton-Eales
season from the X . aims for a BriSCA
circuits, and I have ; o F1double, see
watched a few races. a0 I Sporting Scene,
Ttshould helpwith Doty | page29

IamsureIwill giveitanother
go too-after all, I will have a
short oval licence and it would
be ashame not to use it.”
Dorlin will be using the event
to raise money for the Prince’s
Trust through alink up with

Davenport back
driving again
British Touring Car
Championshipracer
Luke Davenport, who
wasinjured inaqualifying
accidentat Croft this year,
saysheisdeterminedto
comeback totheseriesin
2018 after returningtothe
cockpitlast week.

Davenportsuffered a
shattered pelvis, a broken
leg,abrokenarmanda
broken collarbone among
otherinjuriesfollowingthe
BTCCcrash.Hewasina
coma for several weeks.

He drove one of Motorbase
Performance’snew TCR
VW Golfs at Snetterton last
Tuesday, and said he was
thrilled with how hefelt after
hissessions. “It wasreally
tosettlemymind,” said the

24-year-old. “Ididn’t getany
flashbacks, and theactual
drivingof the carall came
naturally again. That was
arelief, because I wasn’t
sure how Iwouldreact.
“IThaveaplatein my
shoulder, a cage on my
ribsandarodinmyleg.
Istruggledalittle bit with
some of the movements

with the pedals, butIam
surethat willgoaway.Ilam
notduetobefully fitagain
until February-thereis
stilla way formetogo.”

Davenport, who shared
TCRdriving duties with
Motorbasedrivers Liam
Griffinand Martin Depper,
added: “Iwanttobe back
onthegrid.”
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‘lordan wants more races
In revamped series’
B Pickup Truck plans, pll

Photos: Jakob Ebrey « 4 3
! = = A i Thenew-for-2018 TCR UK series

/8 ﬁ
A " = will offer a taster day later this

L
~ > e L\ month with seven cars for
i drivers and teams to sample.

Theevent, which takes place at
Brands Hatch on November 29,
\ ! willfeature an AlfaRomeo
- e/ Giulietta, AudiRS3LMSTCR,
i Hyundaii30, Honda Civic Type
R, Opel Astra, SEAT Leon and
a Volkswagen Golf GTi.

For £250-£650 per car, drivers
cansample themachinery
providingthey hold an
International Cracelicence,
oraNational A licence with
enough signaturestoupgrade
toan International C.

Theserieshasalso confirmed
that Vital Equipment, the
same firm which supplies
the British Touring Car
Championship and British
Rally Championship among
others, will beits fuel supplier.

It willhaveits own Balance
of Performance for the UK
only, whichwillrunasa
rolling average of two events,
and cannot be changed over

TCR UK plans seven-
car taster day

O
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Harper impressed
during assessments

the course of a weekend.
Theentryfee for the
championshipis £14,995 plus
VAT before December 31,
Ginetta Junior race winner Dan Cup seasons as well asa variety of racer Esmee Hawkey to the prize Britain is afantastic championship, and thereafteris £16,995.
Harper has been chosen as the support from Porsche. after Porschereceived arecord with anumber of hugely professional The championship will
next Porsche Carrera Cup GB Harper was chosen after an number of entries from drivers teams and drivers competingtoa officially launch at Silverstone
Junior driver. assessment day at Silverstone earlier wanting to become the next Junior. really competitive level,and I can’t on March 6 withamedia day.

The 16-year-old, who finished third
in the Ginetta standings this year,
wasrevealed as the new Junior at the
series’ Night of Motorsport event
at Ascot last weekend.

He has secured £85,000 towards his
budget for each of the next two Carrera

“When the announcement was
made I was in total shock and thought
Iwasinadream,” said Harper. “To
win aprize like this and be selected
torepresent Porscheis a massive
chance for any youngdriver.

“The Porsche Carrera Cup Great

this month in which he impressed
both on track and off in anumber of
driving, media and fitness tests.
Hebeat GT4 Supercup race winner
George Gamble, British Formula4
champion Jamie Caroline, British GT4
driver Dean Macdonald and GT Cup

wait to get started.
“Thisisaonceinalifetime
opportunity and I will certainly
doeverythingIcantoimpressand
enjoy successintheseries.”
Harper succeeds 2017 champion
Charlie Eastwood as the Junior driver.

Sharp plots expansion
with new partnership

The Sharp Motorsport British
Formula4teamisplanningto
expand for next year after joining
forces withrace instructor Stuart
Jones’ Pure Pace Performance
Management.

Theteamranasole car for Jamie
Sharpinitsmaiden season this
year. Team boss Joe Sharp believes
that by adding the performance
managementelement, drivers
will develop alot more.

Theteam planstobuy atraining

cartohelp youngstersout of karting
toget used toa car before beginning

more expensive F4testing.

“Wearetryingtobuild the team
and find new drivers,” said Sharp.
“Iwantittobeaboutthekidsand
Stuartiscomingonboardsokids
thatchoosetorace with usare
gettingtolearn every aspect
aboutthe cars. It’smoreof a
structured approach.

“We'realso goingtousea
juniorrace car, like a Citroen Saxo
or Ford Fiesta, for training. That
cutsthecosts.

“Jamie’s goingto beracing with
usagain and we’ve got alittle bit of
interestfrom other drivers. Ideally
we would run two other cars along
with Jamie.”

. e

Sharp was_néw to F4 in 2017

Ginetta reveals new
Junior engine rules

Ginettahasannounceda
number of changestoits
roster of championships for
2018,includingatightening
of theengineregulationsin
the Juniorseries.

Threedriversfromthe
leading JHR Developments
team were initially excluded
from the Thruxton round
this year over alleged engine
irregularities, before the
team waslater suspended
from competingin Ginetta
categories whileits conduct
was investigated.

Now all Junior drivers for
2018 will have torunabrand
new engine from Ginettaina
bid tomake certain they are
equal, with the new motors
beingdistributed atthe media
day. The cost of thenew engine
willbeincludedintheentry
feesfornext year.

“AtGinetta, weare
constantly looking for ways
toensure complete parity
between the cars competingin

Ginetta has made changes toits categories for 2018

our championships,” said
Ginettamotorsport manager
Ash Gallagher. “The Junior
Championshipisarguably
one of the most closely-fought
juniorseriesin the UK, with
14 of this year’sraces decided
witha winning margin of
under asecond. Wefeel this
nextstepinourscrutineering
process will continue to
uphold thelevel playing field
andintegrity ourseriesis
builtupon.”

Other changesinclude the
GinettaRacingDrivers Club
seriesswitchingtoaone-day

formatfornext year, witha
concierge service available
fordrivers that will assist
theminanumber of ways,
including with suggesting
hotelsand restaurants.

The GRDC+ series will also
berenamed the G40 Cup with
a‘Chairman’s Cup’added to
bothitand the GT5Challenge
fordriversaged over45.

Testingrulesinthe GT4
Supercup will be tightened
fornext yeartoowith all
driversunabletotestata
circuitin the four weekends
before aracethere.

The Civic Cup will become
part of the British Racing
and Sports Car Club next
season and will join the TCR
UK support bill for two events.
The category has previously
run with the 750 Motor
Club but will now join the
BRSCC as the series enters
itseighth yearin 2018.
Series director Shaun

Woods said: “Having
approached the BRSCC,I'm
pleased with what they
offered us for 2018 and the
chance torace onthe TCR
package at two meetings
was certainly one not to be
missed. The BRSCC paddock
will be the perfect platform
toshowcase what the Civic
Cupisall about.

Civic Cup joins BRSCC and will support TCR UK at two rounds

“I’dlike to thank all the
drivers for their support.
I’'m sure they will be as
excited as me at this news.
The drivers have raised the
barin car preparation and
the driving standards were
second to none this year.”

The 2016 Civic champion,
Carl Swift, is planning to
switch to TCR UK next year.

Jewiss heads Ginetta
Winter Series entry

Ginetta Juniorrookie champion
Kiern Jewiss headstheentry

for the Winter Series at Brands
Hatch this weekend, but top
team HHC Motorsport will

be absent.

Douglas Motorsportracer
Jewiss, 15,isthe highest-placed
driver from themain
championship toreturnin
the Winter Series after taking
fourthinthe standings.

“I'think he will be pretty strong
andshould beat the front,” said
team boss Wayne Douglas. “I
don’tthink there’s any pressure
on himthough-he’sonly won
onerace before—butit would
beanice way for him to finish
[in Junior] witha win.”

Jewiss will not face opposition
from any drivers from HHC,
however, with one of the most
successful teamsinthe
category’s history decidingto
skip the Winter Series.

“We’veelectednottodoit,”
said HHC chief Charlie Kemp.
“We’ve got quite biton at the
moment with GT testingso we
decided notto do the Winter
Seriesthisyear.”

With HHC absent, Elite
Motorsport hasamassive
eight-car entry headed up by
former JHR Developments and
HHC driver Adam Smalley.

“Theeightdriversis with
turninga few away too,” said
Elite boss Eddie Ives. “Adamis
leading our challengeand he’s
one of five we’ve got signed up

PROV
\] .
ENTR
2017 GinettaJuniorWinter
Series

DRIVER | TEAM

Kiern Jewiss Douglas
Ruben Del Sarte Douglas
Ethan Hawkey* Douglas
Adam Smalley Elite
Greg Johnson Elite

Fin Green Elite
Louis Foster* Elite
James Hedley* Elite
Brandon Martland* | Elite
Tom Emson* Elite
Jenson Butterfield* | Elite
Tom Canning TCR
Sam Neary* TCR
Conner David* TCR
Gordon Mutch* Fox

Ben O'Hare* Privateer

* denotes rookie driver

=

Jewisswas top rookiein2017

fornext year. We’ve done three
orfourdaystestingwith Adam
overthelastfew weeksand he
hasexceeded expectations -1
think he will bereally quick.”
Total Control Racingalso
returns to Ginetta Junior aftera
season out, runningex-Douglas
driver Tom Canning and rookies
Conner David and Sam Neary.
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"One: off tash for:the cash; [acejpart’of newafarmat

ByJack Benyon

The Pickup Truck Racing
Championship will feature
nightracing, pitstops and a
‘dash for cash’racein 2018.

' Thechampion of the series will
come fromtheroad course events,
while a separate Rockingham
champion will be crowned for the
three ovalmeetings. All willrunin
the dark for thefirsttimein 2018.

Qualifying for thenightracesin

Saturday afternoon at the normal
British Automobile Racing Club

around 2130hrs.

set for a £3000 prize pot. The

the championship will take place on

meetings, withracingduetofinishat

Afterthe Grand Final, thelastevent
of the Rockingham Championshipis

additional dash for cashrace-which
will be worth around £1000—will run
with amandatory pitstop and prizes
fordriversacrossthefield.

Rockingham has been given greater
flexibility by Corby Council for 2018
and willruna24 Hourrace, as well
asthenighttimePickupraces.

“It’ssomethingI’'ve been wanting to
dofor some time but we’ve never been
able to overcome Corby Council,”
said Sonny Howard of the Pickup
Truck Championship. “They’ve
relented. Peter [Hardman], the
bossat Rockingham, he wanted to
do somethingdifferentaswell.”

Only three pitcrew members will be
allowed to work on the car, and
the championship will deductalap
for any loose wheel nuts or missing
wheelnutsonthecar.

-.-.—‘

Former BTCCracer and Pickup
frontrunner Lea Wood said of the

nightracing: “Ithinkit’sagoodidea

and it will bereally good. What
Sonny has put together for the
championshipnext year, of allthe
championshipsI've been involved
in,I’ve never seen anyone putas
much effortinashim.

“He’sso passionate aboutitand
there’s more exciting thingslike
thepitstop. Ithinkit’ssettobea
really good year.”

Newly-crowned 2017 Pickup
champion Scott Bourne added:
“Ithinkit’sgoingtobe oneof the
best things they’ve done.

“It will benice for the publicto
come and watch racing under the
lights.Ithink it will be good for the

championship, something different.”
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Dash for the cash race
will be at Rockingham

Jordan father-and-son duo could do mere Pickup races

British Touring Car race “I’dlike to do some next
winner Andrew Jordan year and the plans they
wants to compete more have with the oval rounds
regularly in the Pickup [torace at night] sound
Truck Championship pretty cool,” said Jordan Jr.
next year after making “My dad mightlook at
his debut at Brands doing a few, so we might
Hatch earlier thismonth. teamupanddosome
Jordan took a victory together.I’dlike todo
and asecond place in some at Rockingham.”
aMatt Roach Racing Jordan was surprised
truck, and has targeted at the performance of

Mike, who competed

competing on the the truck, his a 2.3-litre
Rockingham ovals next —

year in a dovetailed- ’

campaign with father &

inthe championship’s §j

first seasonin 1997.

model. “They handle
and drive so much
better than I expected,”
hesaid. “You look at
them and they appear
quite agricultural, but
they’re actually really
nice todrive. It was
aboutas hard as you’d
want to get, everyone
gave justenough room
but not too much. It
was enjoyable.”

None of next
year’s Pickup Truck
Championship rounds
. clash with the BTCC.

Eastwood chooses to
accept Anglesey mission

Hollywood stuntman and F3 Cup
race winner Wade Eastwood, along
with two colleagues, took partin
this year’s Race of Remembrance —
after flying from the set of the latest
Mission Impossible film.

Eastwood was joined by Scott
Armstrong and Chris Gordon as
the trio travelled from Norway to
take partin therace at Anglesey.

“We were filming on the top of
amountain in freezing conditions
and only had a short window to get
ahelicopterin, flyusdowna
fjord and catch our plane,”
said Eastwood.

While Gordon and Armstrong
shared the Rob Boston Racing
Lotus Elise to victory with Peter
Mansfield in the Heroes Trophy,
Eastwood’s car was retired early
after team-mate Charles Graham
crashed out. All three stuntmen
returned to filming in London
studios on Monday morning.

Birley’s Ford Escort
could bhe written off

Rod Birley is unsure whether
he will be able torace his
Ford Escort WRC again

after a 130mph crash at
Brands Hatch 10 days ago.

The car suffered extensive
damage in the crash at the end
of race one of the Modified
Saloons championship.

Theincident happened as
Birley was fighting Graham
Crowhurst on the final 1ap of
therace along the pitstraight.

Birley’s car spun into the
pitwall at a speed of 130mph,
and the 2016 Modified Saloons
champion said the impact
was about 6g of force.

“It’s quite amess and
extensive damage,” said
Birley. “We’re not sureif it’s
repairable at this stage and
we won’t know until later.

Birley was taken to hospital after suffermg heavy crashatBrands

“It’s going to be very
expensive. [Probably]
£25-£30k for on-the-market
repairs as an estimate.

“The wheels are £600-700
each and when you look at it,
the force that went through
them... and it’s sourcing them
too, they’re bespoke.”

Birley is expecting to
competein 2018 despite
uncertainty over the Ford
Escort. He still has a Honda
Integra which he uses in the
Tin Tops championship; he
raced it on the same weekend
as his crash, taking a victory
and a third.

Formula Ford 1600 drivers
Jamie Thorburn and Oliver
White have both won tickets
tothe Mazda Road to Indy
Shootout (MRTI)anda
chanceof securingthe
£150,000scholarship.
Thorburn-whoracedin

Car Club FF1600 National
Championship for thefirst
timethis season-earned his
spot by winning James
Beckett’s SuperSeries
Shootout, beatingfellow
drivers Sebastian Melrose,
Ross Martin, Jack Kempand
James Roe Jrat Silverstone.
The19-year-old and other
finalists underwentafitness
test, media session and
finallyaruninaniZone
simulator last week.
“It’sstill not really sunk
inbutthe opportunityis
amazing,” said Thorburn.

the British Racingand Sports

L-r:Beckettand Thorburn

White, who competed in
the MRTI Shootoutlast year,
wasduetotakepartinthe
SuperSeries shootout but
was given a ticket directly by
Mazda, which hastherightto
selectadriveritdeemsto
show “exceptional talent”.

“Ireally didn’t expectit,
Iwasplanningtogotothe
SuperSeries Shootout but
Iwasdelighted,” said White.

“Ithinkit’scomeabout
because of the Hayes final
performance, becauseIled.”
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MALLOCK
MK9

The front-engined Formula Ford
Currentowner:Ray and
Michael Mallock

Itwas builtin 1969

“My uncle Richard Mallock
raced this chassis in period
from new,” says Michael
Mallock. “My grandfather Arthur
designed it. | think Richard got
the first 100mph Formula Ford
lap round Silverstone in this car
and we've proved that it is still
extremely competitive even if
itis a bit slow in a straight line.
Overallitis a very quick car

and very easy to drive. Arthur
designed it well 50 years ago.”

Itwas owned by
Jeremy Shaw

“Itis our car now. It came from
Jeremy Shaw and he had it for
along time. He did quite a bit of
racing with it in North America.
We always made sure that he
knew we were keen on buying
it back if he came to sell it.
We've had it for eight or nine
years. My father Ray raced it
acouple of times.”

Itusually does the
Walter Hayes Trophy
“I'think our first Walter Hayes
Trophy meeting with the car
was in 2009 when we got it
back from Jeremy. A couple

of times, when there wasn't

an historic class at the Walter
Hayes, we put a different nose
cone on to try and reduce some
of the lift that it generates. But
since there has been an historic
class, we've run it with the
period nose.”

It’sinperiod trim

“We put it back to full period
specification because over
40 years things move. We put
it back absolutely as it was,
including the original rear end.
Itis asit should be. We've had
great success with the car and
we don'trace it often enough,
which is due to our time
commitments. It is great to
have something that is a key
part of the Mallock family history
and clearly unique. Itis very
different to everything else
thatis in Formula Ford.”

Itwill stayin the
family

“Itis a family heirloom and it
will stay in the family for

the foreseeable future

I wanted to do most of the
Historic championship this
season, but my calendar only
allowed me to do one or two
events. Hopefully we'lldo
some more next year and get
Ray back in the car as well.”

Mallock’s original Mk9

Chevrons will get
their own event

By Paul Lawrence

the earlier B6s.In 1967, Chevron

The 50th anniversary of the
Chevron B8 will be marked
with a unique one-make
race at the Oulton Park
Gold Cup meeting over
the 2018 August Bank
Holiday weekend.
TheHSCCisaimingatagrid

will be opentoall B8sas well as

Lyons took Post-"78 crown

of more than 20 carsfor therace
on Bank Holiday Monday, which

produced around six or seven
examples of themodelinitially
called the GT. Laterin 1968, the
GTwasrenamed as the B6.

The Chevron B8 remainsone
of themost enduringly popular
sports-racing car designs and
was one of the most successful
projects from talented designer
and engineer Derek Bennett,
the founder of Chevron.
Now, for thefirst time, a

Michael Lyons and Max
Smith-Hilliard have secured
the twomain awards in the FIA
Masters Historic Formula
One Championship.

Lyons won the Post-’78 title in
hisRAM-Williams FW07, while

‘Metros to gather at

British Motor Museum’
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Historic Rally Car Open Day, below

dedicated race will be held
for the B6s and B8s.

More than 40 B8s were built
during 1968 as GT or Group 4
cars, many with two-litre
BMW engines although
some used Ford-based FVA
or FVC engines. More B8s
were produced than any other
Chevron model. Sadly, Bennett
died after ahang-gliding
accidentin 1978.

Grahame White of the HSCC,

theless experienced Smith-
Hilliard sealed the Pre-"78
crown after dividing his season
between his Shadow DN5 and
Fittipaldi F5A.

“This was my first full yearin
aground-effect car,” said Lyons

Photos: Paul Lawrence

CHEVRON'SB8GETS
GOLDCUP TRIBUTE

Special 50th anniversary race for iconic British sportscar

said: “The Chevron B8isone of
the most desirable and sought-
after sports-racing carsof a
generation and we thought it
was very appropriate tomark
the car’s 50th anniversary with
arace at Oulton Park. Derek
Bennett was a truly gifted race
car designer and constructor.
Ithink he would be amazed
that we are going to celebrate
50 years of one his most
successful designs.”

Lyons and Smith-Hilliard claim top Masters Formula One spoils

who won the Pre-’78 title in 2016.
“It was good to be able to do
enough racesto gofor thetitle,”
said Lyons who won six races
outright, took seven class wins
and fastestlapineveryrace

he contested.

Cunningham rounds
off season with title

Ray Cunningham has won
the HRCR Old Stager Historic
Championship after a season-
longfightback in his Mini
CoopersS.

The Galway Mini expert missed
the openinground, the AGBO
Stages, when he wasareserve
entry. He still travelled from
Galway to Shropshire in the hope
of gettingarun, but wasfirst
reserve when therally started.

When CliveKinghada
disastrousRally Isle of Man,

Cunningham:Old Stager win

retiringon the startline of the
first stage, Cunningham moved
ahead and secured the titleon
Otterburnin October.

“I’dnever beento Otterburn
before butThadtogoasthere were
one and a half points for the final
round,” said Cunningham.

Nutter to field Lola
in Endurance series

¥ Vic Nutter has added a two-

litre Lola sports-racing car to
his growing stable and plans to
race the 1977 car in the Pre-’80
Endurance Series next season.

The BMW-engined T296 was
converted to T297 specification
in period. Most recently, the
Belgian former owner raced
itin Classic Endurance.

Nutter had his first runin the
car in the HSCC Allcomersrace
at the Walter Hayes Trophy. He
also owns an Osella, a March

e

Nutter had Allcomers outing

74S and the one-off Vogue.

“I’ve been racing on and off
since 1970,” he said. “In 1970
Iowned the ex-Frank Gardner
Lotus Cortina from his 1966
season with Alan Mann
Racing. ButItotalleditina
road accident!”

F5000 and Group 5 cars to shake the Goodwood ground

Thunderous Formula Group5 carsfromthe Members’ Meeting’shomage to
5000s andrare Group5 1970s World Sportscar Group5 willincludeasmany as
sportscars will form the Championship willalsorun four examples of the dominant
major demonstration groups indemonstration sessions. car of the period, the Porsche
atthe Goodwood Members’ Inthe F5000s, carsfrom 935, which was used by the
meetingnext March. Begg, Chevron, Eagle, Lola, factory team from 1976. Alsoon
Asrecently revealed in MN, March, McLaren, McRae, track willbe BMW’s ferocious
the mighty Formula 5000 Surtees, Talonand Trojanare  320iTurbo, the Lancia Beta
single-seaters from the early promisedasthesecarsfeature = Monte Carlo, Ferrari512BB/
1970s will shake the ground atGoodwood forthefirsttime. = LMandthespectacular
atthe Sussex track, while Meanwhile, the 76th Zakspeed Ford Capri.

F5000 cars will feature in West Sussex

REPORT: ALL THE THRILLS FROM THE ROGER ALBERT CLARK RALLY

Wilson’s crown
Graham Wilson, teamed with
young gun David Pittard for the
firsttime, has taken the 2017 title
in the Masters Gentlemen Drivers
Pre-’66 GT series. British GT racer
and former single-seater hopeful
Pittard helped Wilson to five class
wins from eight mini-endurance
racesin his Lotus Elan 26R.

McCormack’s back
Marty McCormack’s return to the
Roger Albert Clark Rally was his
firsttime backin a Ford Escort Mk2
since Rally Australia ayear ago. His
last foray into the British forests with
the car was the 2013 Red Kite Stages
when he sealed the RA.C. Rally
Championship title.

Gibbons on stage
Bob Gibbons will return to rallying
a Ford Cortina Mk2 next season
and is currently having a fresh
car built up by T2 Motorsport.
The South Wales driver sold his
former Cortina Mk2 when the
running order changed but has
been tempted back to a Category
1 carfollowing the creation of
the Rally 2WD initiative. This
year he has used a BDA-powered
Ford Escort Mk1.

MG Metros top bill
The MG Metro 6R4 will be the theme
of the Historic Rally Car Register
Open Day at the British Motor
Museum at Gaydon on Saturday
January 13. As well as details of the
broad range of HRCR championships,
adisplay of 6R4 rally cars is planned.
Any 6R4 owners who would like

to attend should email Simon Malins
viastage@hrcr.co.uk

Crew’s Sunbeam woe
Last minute engine problems
thwarted the plans of brothers
Malcolm and Ronald Mounsey
toreunite as arally crew forthe
Roger Albert Clark Rally. Having
rallied regularly in 1970s and
1980s, the brothers, both in their
60s, had builtup aSunbeam
Talbot foracrack atthe event
butwere forced to pull their
entry three days before the rally.

Thompsoninharness
Although she had worked on previous
editions of therally as part of the
organising team, Val Thompson finally
made her Roger Albert Clark Rally
debut over the weekend. She co-drove
for David Kynaston in the Devon driver’s
Triumph TR7 V8. Backin 1992, Val

met her husband Neil Dodd on the
original RAC Rally in Kielder.

Masters dates out
Masters Historic Racing has
confirmed its 2018 calendar,
with key UK dates at Brands Hatch
(May 26/27) and the Silverstone
Classic (July 20-22). The Masters
season will start at the Motor
Legend Festival at the former
Italian Grand Prix venue of Imola
(April 20-22). This will be the first
time the Masters race series
have visited Imola.

McRae’s outing

Jimmy McRae contested the Roger
Albert Clark Rally over the weekend

in Mick Strafford’s Chevrolet-engined
Vauxhall Firenza 41 years after his
debut onthe RAC Rally in a Vauxhall
Magnum. The Scottish veteran tackled
the original event 17 times and this
was his fourth Roger Albert Clark,
which he wonin 2006.
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Meeke will be one to
watch in Australia

Evans goes in to Oz off the back of maiden vi

L

ctory

LEADS THE LINE FOR BRITISH HAT-TRICK

Home-grown drivers are on the cusp of making it three wins in a row

ByDavid Evans

Britain stands on the verge of a
World Rally Championship
hat-trick for the first time in 16
years as Kris Meeke and Elfyn
Evans head Down Under for this
week’s Rally Australia.

Citroen star Meeke won Rally Spain
early last month while his countryman
Evans dominated his homeround of the
series three weekslater. Victory for
either of them in Coffs Harbour would
mean the Union Flagflying high over
three successive WRC rounds for the
firsttime since Colin McRae won
Argentina, Cyprusand the Acropolis
Ralliesin 2001.

Asdetailed inlast week’s Motorsport
News, Evans’ chances of successlook
slim, with DMACK’s made-for-Wales
tyrelikely to strugglein the heat of an
Australian summer.

Meeke, however, isincreasingly seen

W HARD CAN CO-DRIVING IN THE WRC REI.I.Y BE?

pHOW HARD CAN CO-DRIVING INTHEWRCREALLYBE? D> 2 JPAGE2

asfavouriteforarally he’sled thelast
two times he’s startedit.

“Idon’tknow about the [possible]
result,” said Meeke, whomade an
impression on hisfirstappearancein
Coffs Harbour when he won the
qualifying stage on only his second-ever
outinginaDS3 WRC. “It would be great
toend the year on a high and we’ve gone
well hereinthepast.Ididn’tdotherally
lastyearandIdidn’tdotherecce, but
thatshouldn’t be toomuch of aproblem.
Afew of the stages we did in 2015 were
turned around and run in the opposite
direction last season, so we're missing a
bit of experience there.”

The New South Wales stagesare
renowned for their cleaning effect,
butagreater percentage of forest
roads this week islikely toreduce
the disadvantage that comesfor
thefirstcarin.

Neuville is on for second spot

“I'mnotsurehowmuch cleaning
there will be on thefirst day,” said
Meeke, who starts sixth on theroad.
“Theroads which clean more on
Saturday-thelikes of Nambucca are
notorious for that; the difference
between first on theroad and 10th could
beasmuchasasecond per kilometre,
buteverybody will be in their positions
by Saturday [with the classification of
thefactory driversreversed for days
twoandthree].”

Meeke admitted he headed south for
thefinal round with hismid-season

troubles well and truly behind him.

“Spain was good,” hesaid, “andI'll be
honest, Ireally enjoyed my [Rally] GB.
IknowIwasseventh, butI wasaround
40 seconds down on Thierry [Neuville,
the top Michelin runner in second
place]. OK, hehad a10-second penalty,
butitshowsjusthow close that fight
was. Everythingfeels good and nicely
settled right now.

“I'mlooking forward to Australia,
I've alwaysreally enjoyed therally.
Thestagesareall areal challenge and
thelongone in Nambucca is one of the
bestin the championship. Ionly ever
did the reccefor Rally New Zealand, but
ithasarealfeel of theroads over there,
it'sfantastic.”

Hyundai drivers Hayden Paddon
and last year’s winner in Australia,
Andreas Mikkelsen—both of whom
, startbehind Meeke on theroad—
arelikely tobe a threat for victory
this week.

“Thisis probably my favourite rally
of the season,” said Mikkelsen. “We
have a good place to start on theroad, so
let’s seeif we can make the most of it.”

Their fellow i20 Coupe WRC driver
Neuvilleis on a charge as he attempts
toland second placein the
championship behind Ogier. He starts
Australia 14 points ahead of his only
rival for runner-up spot, Ott Tanak.

Neuville said: “My aim for this final
rally is clear: to secure our second
placein the championship. We know
we have the technical package to
compete at the front, so with the
addition of a bit of luck Iam hopeful
we can do what we need to do.”

For M-Sport, the focus will be on
completing an astonishing season,
with atop-three finish on Sunday
meaning there will have been one of
the Cumbrian firm’s cars on the
podium on every one of this season’s
13 WRCrounds.

The Strength of Experience speedlin

e-mail: info@speedlinecorse.co.uk | website: www.speedlinecorse.co.uk
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DMACK

TO WITHDRAW FROM
BACKING WRCATTACK

“I could be a world
champion passenger...”
WRC co-driving, done badly, p20

DMACK willnot retain its full-time
presence in the World Rally
Championship next season, despite
Elfyn Evansbagging the British tyre
firmitsmaiden series winin Wales.

DMACK managingdirector Dick
Cormack says sportingsuccess has
comeat the cost of developmentand
supplyingkey markets around the
world, prompting a change of
approach for this year.

Cormack told Motorsport News:
“For thelasttwo years, we have been
focused on runningacarin the World

' Rally Championship. In 2016, weran

DMACK has been a
supplier to M-Sport *

Ott Tanak in the DMACK World Rally
Team. This year, because of
regulation change in the series, we
haven’tbeen able torun our own
team, butinstead we have been
M-Sport’sthird official
manufacturer car.

“We’ve generated huge success for
DMACK and made asignificant
contribution tothe M-Sport World
Rally Team’s title-winning season.
Butnowit’stimeto step back from
there; the commitmentto
competition this season hastakenits
tollon ourtest programme. It’s time
forustofocuson further
developmentin areaslike our asphalt
tyreandtobereturningtothecore
customer base in areaslike WRC2.”

Sinceitsarrival inthe sportnine
yearsago, DMACK and M-Sport have
remained closely tied with linksin
themain WRCfield, WRC2 and Drive
DMACK Fiesta Trophy (DDFT)and

Junior WRC. That could change next
season, with the potential for
DMACK to supply another team.

“We're talking to Malcolm [Wilson,
M-Sport team principal] about next
year, of course weare,” said
Cormack, “but he understands there
areotherteamsoutthere.”

Cormack wouldn’tbedrawn on
details of any negotiations with
Hyundai, Toyota or Citroen, but said:
“We’renotready to supply amain
manufacturer for afull season yet.
We know we have to work on certain
areas, but as we’ve shown this year
we have arally-winning tyre which,
ona[manufacturer’s] third or fourth
car could be extremely valuablein
terms of points next year.”

Cormack added that DMACK
would be scaling back its potential
commitment to the Junior WRC.

“We gotreal value out of the DDFT,”
hesaid, “butI'mnot sure how much
we’ve had since goingback to JWRC.
We’ve puta proposal together, butit’s
nottothe samelevel asit was. We
have investors and shareholders we
have to satisfy and, understandably,
they want afresh focus on the
commercial side of the company.

“Ourfocus on winning the world
championship remains absolute, but
weneed a season of developmentand
reconnection with our key markets.
We’renot walking away from the
WRC, and if wecan’tfind [a
manufacturer] deal then we will pick
someeventsandrunahired car.”

VW Polo wraps up another rally title... in Austria

Volkswagen mightnot Mohammed bin Sulayem Baumschlager said:
have continued its haswon 14 Middle East “Giventhe way thatthe
domination of the World titles,nobody has championshipand the
Rally Championship,but, previously won their final stage panned out, I
courtesy of Raimund domesticseriesthat havetosay thatthisismy
Baumschlager, its number of times before. nicesttitle. Also becauseit
venerable PoloR WRCis Goingintothe final willmost probably be my
still breakingrecords. stage of theevent, lastnational title.”
Baumschlagerusedan =~ Baumschlagerhadto Onasaddernote, last "
ex-Sebastien Ogiercarto  overturna0.8-second weekend wasthe37thand ™
clinch his 14th Austrian deficit tochampionship final time the Waldviertel
Rally Championshiptitle rivalHermannNeubauer (formerly knownas
atlastweekend’s totaketakethe Semperit) Rally willrun
Waldviertel Rally. While championship glory. duetoalack of entries.

Baumschlager’s ex—Ogier Polo took the title

Rovanperaina
class of his own

Kalle Rovanperaisall but rallies next season, despite having
guaranteed hismaiden acontractthatstipulateshe
World Rally Championship competes on every event.

class win at this week’s Rally Andreas Mikkelsen’sarrival at
Australia—ashe’sthe only Hyundai Motorsporthasputthe
entryin WRC2. squeeze onthe currentdrivers,

The 17-year-old Finn, who
only passed hisdrivingteston
October2, starts hissecond
WRCroundin three weeksin
Coffs Harbour, drivinga Ford
FiestaR5. With thisyear’s
WRC2titlealready decided in

Hyundaidriver Dani Sordohas
accepted alimited programme of

with only three i20 Coupe WRCs
available forthe four drivers. Team
principal Michel Nandan told MN
lastmonth the third car would
have tobe shared —-mostlikely by
Sordo and Hayden Paddon. Sordo

sayshe’srelaxed aboutthe

situation he’snowin.
“IThaveacontract with

Hyundai,” hetold Spanish

website Marca. “The agreement is

tomake the whole world

all,istowinrallies.

championship, butit willnot be
like that. ’'m not going to protest or
fight with them. Right nowit’snot
my priority todo the whole world
championship, whatIwant, above

“Now there’s [Thierry] Neuville
and Mikkelsen, who have both had

Dani Sordo accepts terms to be Hyundai’s part-time WRC driver

avery goodracein Wales;it’snot

that they have more power, but the

factisthat they’ve beenthose
chosen todothe whole
championship next year.Ihope
theydowell.”

Sordo, whomisses this week’s
Rally Australia, expects to start

and will certainly tackleall the
asphaltrallies.
Nextyear will be Sordo’s 13th

level of world rallying.

seven or eight rounds next season

consecutive season at the highest

Pontus Tidemand’sfavour,
there’slittle appetite for the
southern hemisphere trip,
leaving Rovanpera shooting
atanopengoal.
He’shopingforan easier
ridethan he had in Waleslast
month, when he slid off the
road on the opening day.
“I'mhoping Australia
should be more
straightforward,” he told
MN. “Wales was quite
complicated with the grip
and the conditions, but
hopefully Australia could be
more consistentand abit
betterforme.”

Giandomenico Basso
helped Hyundaito
itsinaugural
international rally
title last weekend,
when the privateeri20
R5 driver took the Tour
European Rally crown
withvictory at the
Rally duValaisin
Switzerland.The
Italian won the TER
championship with
one round remaining,
nextweekend’s
Tuscan Rewind Rally.
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DAVID
EVANS

“Australia is one
of the least locally
attended events’’

‘)

sltype, a Ford Escort RS1800
has just dropped the clutch
off the line at the start of the
Newcastleton stage. It’s just
after 0800hrs on Monday.
Last night, mid-Countryfile,
the cars were just south of Eskdalemuirin
some of the most evocatively named stages
in the world; Castle O’er closed Sunday out.
Friday was Wales. Saturday was Kielder.

Following a second run through Falstone (the
30th stage of the event) the Roger Albert Clark
Rally finished at Kielder Water.

Who won? Don't know. And quite frankly, | don’t
care (although I really hope Marty McCormack
managed a two-minute gap to the finish). What's
important here is that this event survives and
flourishes. Four days and 300 competitive
miles takes us back to the halcyon days of the
mid-1990s; the massed ranks of RS1800s,
RS1600s and a Lancia Stratos, the Sixties
and Seventies.

Alinear route running up country in November.
What's notto love?

And people have clearly fallen for the R.A.C. all over
again. There was always a buzz about this event, but
the love coming through social media from the first
stage at Shelsley Walsh was incredible. It's the first
time I've come close to appreciating an atmosphere
in 140 characters. Count me in next year.

So, that's congratulations to the organisers of
asuperb rally. And now more congratulations to
Mattias Ekstrom for, er, finishing second in World RX.

Am I missing something? It's the same with Thierry
Neuville and Ott Tanak in Australia this week —all
the talk's about who's going to finish second. What
happened to second being the first loser? A Belgian-
Estonian scrap over some WRC silverreally doesn'’t
excite me. What excites me is the prospect of
another totally wide open, world-class battle in
breathtaking cars on brilliant roads. Ahead of six
people. Seven if Brett gets his sheep shearedin time.
Apologies forreaching so easily for the national
stereotype, but this week will be one of the least
locally appreciated rallies of the year.

From a sporting perspective, Australiais —and
always has been —a standout event. But the lack of
fansis becoming ever-more noticeable whenit's
stacked up against the likes of Finland and Wales.
Andyou can't use the European argument, look at
how numbers of spectators in Mexico have rocketed
inrecentyears. More on this topic next week.

ButI'llfinish with a rearward look of appreciation.
This time the admiration is saved for Chris Sclater.
I'm embarrassed to admit | knew little of the 1971
British Rally champion beyond the fact thatI'd been
regularly castigated for spelling his name wrong in
my early days at MN. So when Jonathan Pulleyn got
intouch to askifI'd be interested in taking a look at his
book on Sclater, | was delighted. And what a treat
Memories of a Rally Championis. Pulleyn has pulled
together facts, figures, anecdotes (including John
Davenport's recollection of 180 cars being caught
speeding on the 1973 Monte) and plenty of Motoring
News quotes to capture and showcase Sclater’s
career quite superbly. To get your copy head to
cjpublications.co.uk.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Garry Jennings
won 2017 Galway ?

l:' VENTBEPUIGEME

STATEMENT ISSUED BY DIRECTORS OF GALWAY MOTOR CLUB

Galway Motor Club has
- been promoting the Galway
International Rally as an
annual eventsince 1971. It
is one of the longest running
International sporting events

IRISH TARMAG HUNTS FOR GAL

By Jack Benyon

The Irish Tarmac Rally
Championship chiefs will
make a decision on the
2018 schedule following

a meeting in Dublinon
Sunday after bosses of the
Galway International Rally
announced last week that
itwouldn’trunin2018.

Galway, the curtain-raiser
for the ITRC usually held in
February, will not run for the
first time since 1971. A “lack of
finances” hasbeen cited the key
reason for not being able torun.

“It’snot easy organising arally
these days: there’s all sorts of
pressures,” said David Gray,
chairman of the Tarmac Rallies
Organising Association, which
runsthe ITRC.

“That they have tomake a
decision which they’re not happy
with-nobody is happy with —is
atough call. Butif they weren’t
happy with the way things were
goingthenitisbestdoitnow
rather than two weeks before the
rally. T have sympathy for them.

“The organsiers have obviously
faced anumber of obstacles
which meant they couldn’t
run, and that’s very sad.”

Thedirectors of Galway Motor
Club, which runs the event,
issued a statement on the decision
on November 10 (see below).

GMC chairman Pat Shiel said:
“Nothaving arally next year
will be very disappointing
for hundreds of intending
competitors and volunteers,
who start their motorsport year
in Galway each February.

“However, the club could not
carry thefinancial risk involved
should key elements toits success
notfallinto placein time. The

clubfully intends to have
the event back in Galway in
February 2019.”

Gray confirmed to Motorsport
Newsthat the series had options
for areplacement, orinstead
couldrunasasix-round
championship for the
second yearin arow.

“We always have a plan B.
Welearned thatlesson from
last year,” said Gray.

The Circuit of Ireland was
cancelled atlate notice last
year, which also forced the
championship torun across six
rounds, instead of its preferred
seven-round format.

Gray added: “Therearea
number of rallies which would
bevery keen to be part of the
championship because the
championship is now successful. 4
By coincidence, we have a 1
scheduled meetingin Dublin
on Sunday. The matter will be
discussed there. A decision will
be made there. The other option
isweleaveitatsix.” -a

Gray would prefer a five scores
out of sevenround format asit o
ismorelikely to produce a title
battle onthelastround, asit
didin 2016 when Keith Cronin
won thetitle and four drivers
had the chance to win. With
this year’sfive scores from six
rounds format, Sam Moffett
only had to start the final round
to sealthetitle.

Theloss of the Galway Rally
comes during an ongoing
insurance crisisin Ireland.
MotorsportIreland, the sport’s
governing body in the country,
hasstruggled tofind aninsurer
tounderwrite event insurance
atareasonable cost, which has
impacted competitorsinthe
form of alevy on entry fees.

inlreland, bringing a
substantial tourism boost to
County Galway each February.
It acts as the first counting
round of the Irish Tarmac Rally
Championships, attracting

the best rally drivers and
professional and amateur

the UK, and beyond.
The 2017 winner was Gary
Jennings from Fermanagh

teams from all over Ireland,

in his Subaru World Rally Car.
The decision not to run the
2018 event was a very difficult
one for the organisers. Despite
enthusiastic and committed
sponsors being on board, a gap

in finances still existed, which
together with certain logistical
issues, meant that the decision
to cancel at this pointin time
was theright one.

Announcing the decision at

this stage will enable
championship organisers,
loyal competitors and

all stakeholders to make
alternative arrangements
for2018.

Greer targets new Citroen R5 for 2018 competition

Jonny Greer has confirmed his
interestin thenew Citroen C3R5
forusein 2018.

Thecarisexpected tobe homologated
intimeto competein the World and
European Rally Championships next
year, but newly-crowned Northern
Ireland Rally champion Greer could
bethefirsttocampaign one of the
new carsinthe UK and Ireland.

Greer hascampaignedaDS3R5
longer than any other competitorin
theregion, having done so since 2015.

Hemet with officials from Citroen
Sportduringlast month’s Wales Rally
GBwith adetailed update on the C3’s
progress given.

Greer’sfather, David, hasaclose
workingrelationship with the French
company as he hasrunanumber of

its cars privately for some time.

“If thenew C3wasready in time
for March and we could geta car
then of course we will look at ways of
bringingithere,” explained Greer.

“That would work out well for us
in terms of whatever championship
wedecidetodo, butif itdoesn’t
materialise more updatesarein
the pipeline for the DS 3.

“It’sunderstandable that drivers
competingin WRC2 will be given
priority asthatis where Citroen
isaimingthecarat.

“Atthesametime Citroen has
seen the success we have had over
here with the DS3R5soIsuppose
anythingispossible.”

Greerisundecided as to whethe!
he’lldefend his Northern Irish ti

Greer: sure on car,
" 4p but not championship

Billy Coleman
Award final seven

Thefinalists of the Billy
Coleman award were
undergoinginterviews earlier
thisweekinabidtowina
prize of €50,000(£44,519).
Seven candidates were due
tobeinterviewed on Tuesday,
November 14. They will be
narrowed down to three, and
the winner will be announced

2 Michael Boyle
Kevin Eves
Johnny Treanor

John O'Sullivan
Brian Brady
Callum Devine
JennaMcCann

Devine received awild card entry into the final seven

atachampionslunchon Amongthe candidates final threelast year. Junior

December5. aimingtosucceed last year’s Irish Tarmac Rally champion
The winner will receive winner Josh Moffett—who JennaMcCannand ITRC

thefinancial support,plusthe  usedthefundingtocompete Modified champion Kevin

aid of Billy Coleman Award inthe European Rally Eveshavealsomadethe

co-ordinator Ger Healy. The Championship-is Callum final seven candidates.

two runners-up will receive Devine, Prestone Motorsport Gary Kiernan wasalso

freeentriesinto “anumber of News Junior British Rally nominated but has elected not

MI permitted eventsin 2018”. champion. Healsomade the totakepartintheprocess.

D McCORMACK WINS A MAMMOTH ROGER ALBERT CLARK RALLY > > DPAGE 22]
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% Carannante has used
old BMW while waiting

Caymans have been raced in GT contests but not yet rallied

Group B parade at Cadwell Park this weekend

Cadwell Park hasademo of Group B
and historicrally carsat this
weekend’s Cadwell Stages Rally,
the second round of the Motorsport
News Circuit Rally Championship.
Paul Woodford, circuit manager
at Cadwell Park and presenter of
Special Stage TV programmes
on Motorsport.tv, hasbeen
instrumentalin gathering
machinery which will be on static
display and thenrun onthetrack
after thelast stage of therally.
“We’ve got someinteresting cars

inthedisplay includingsome
Group B cars; a quattro, Metro
6R4and a Lancia Stratos,” said
Woodford. “I want toinspire people
tolearn about whatrallyingis about
then hopefully they’ll want to get out
and watch in the forests orthe WRC.
“My earliest rally memoryis
watchingrallying at Cadwell Park.
ItwasthefirsttimeI’d seena6R4,
which was Brian Bell’sat the time.”
The event plansto have 15-16 cars
ondisplay and demonstration, also
including arare Fiat Ritmo.

- e

‘Callum Black nets
Welsh rally title’

Wyedean Stages report, p24

—

Fun Cupracer Ciro
Carannanteisbuildinga

. Porsche Caymanready to

competein the Motorsport
News Circuit Rally
Championship.
Carannante started
rallyingin1979and has
beenoutof action since
the 2000s, until hereturned

tothe Neil Howard Stages

earlier thismonthinhis
BMW Challenge car, which
hadbeen satfor eight years
withoutuse.
“Thadnointention of
the BMW beingout,
Iwastryingtobuyafull
Millington Escortbutit
fell through,” explained
Carannante. “Istarted that
in April. It was difficult to
source.Ithought ‘soditI'm
goingtobuildacar’. And
I'mnotgoingtohavean
Escort, theylookold.”
Instead, Carannante,
brother of BTRDA rally
driver Toni, setabout
work onaunique Porsche.
“It’sperfectfor D1,” he
said of the Cayman. “Ithas
abitmoretractionthanthe
BMW.It’sinmy garageand
I'mspendinghoursonit
everynight.I’'m hoping
tobe outfor Knockhill [on
December 3]. Cadwell this
weekend will be another
BMW job.”
The Porsche Cayman
isa2.9-litremodel-the
maximum engine capacity

SEEDED ENTRY LIST
NHMC Cadwell Stages Rally, November 18

JONSHIP:

_f‘-

BUILD FOR.MN:

that canreceivean MSA
logbook is three-litre -
and he will develop the
caroverthe courseof the
2017-18 season.

“Togetthe Porsche
competitive I'm only
goingtospend on things
thatmake a difference.
Essentially when it first
goesoutitwill be
largely standard.

“They built them with
a2.9engineforashort
period and that’s what
T've got.It’s 275bhp out
of the box. Because the
gearbox points the wrong
way Ican'thavea GT3
paddleshift or anything
likethat.I’'mhopingIcan
manage with the standard
‘box and justreducethe
final drive.”

Carannante will use the
BMW on the next round
of the MN Circuit Rally
Championshipat
Cadwell Park.

Reigning champion
Tan Woodhouse will start
asthefirst seeded entry,
while championship
leader Chris West starts
third. Sandwiched
between is multiple
Cadwell winner
David Tinn.

Afterscoringatopsix
finish at the openinground
in Oulton, 17th seed Joshua
Davey could be the driver
towatchinthe order.

NO | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER |cAR

1 |lan Woodhouse/Jason Leaf Ford Escort Mk2

2 [David Tinn/Alice Tinn Proton Satria Neo S2500

3 | Chris West/Keith Hounslow  |Peugeot 306 Maxi

4 _|John Stone/Jack Morton Ford Fiesta S2500

5 [Martin Hodgson/TonyJones  |Ford Escort Mk2

6 | Graeme Bell/Russ Radford Proton Satria Millington $2500
7 |Mark Kelly/Andy Baker Ford Escort Mk2

8 |Peter Stephenson/Patrick Walsh [Subaru P2000 WRC

9 | Craig Pennington/Wayne Priest |Volkswagen Polo Prototype
10 | Stephen Tilburn/Jack Tilburn  |Ford Escort Mk2

o
=

Bennett switches to
Fiesta for Grizedale

Former Junior 1000 frontrunner
Peter Bennett will tackle the
Grizedale Stages Rally on
December2inarecently-
acquired Ford Fiesta R2.

The switch to Ford comes after
his Skoda Fabia R2 crashed heavily
into a concrete gatepost during
September’s Wexford Stages Rally.

“The Fabia was completely
written off,” said Bennett. “The
FiestaR2was availableand in
theright budgetlevel for us.”

The 17-year-old now has his
sights set on competing in next
year’s British Rally Championship
Cadet Class, which his FiestaR2is
eligible for. “Grizedale is one of
thelast gravel events of the
season,” said Bennett. “It will
lead usinto the new year where
the first few rounds [of the BRC]
are gravel.Idon’t have any
experience of gravel yet.”

The Spencer Sport

teamheld atestday

| earlierthis month
to experience its

R5-spec Mitsubishi
Mirage.The carwas

drivenbyanumber

of drivers including
World Cup-winning

mountainbiker
Gee Atherton
(pictured, left),
and British Rally
Championship
CadetClass
frontrunner, Tom
Williams.BRC
frontrunner Osian
Pryce-whohas
driventhe carin

“| competition before
-wasonhand to

| give tuitionin the
co-driver’s seat

1 (pictured, right).
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REVELLING IN HISTORIC RALLYING

“R.A.C. Rally back §
and better than °
ever in 2017”

Perez’s Stratos back on gravel was a highlight of R.A.C.

was lucky enough to be taking in
rallying with my dad when I was
justalad sol have memories
from half a century of the sport:
from Roger Clark to Elfyn Evans
and everyone in between.

However, some of the best memories | have are
from 12 editions of the Roger Albert Clark Rally
and last weekend added so many more. Four
days in epic stages from Gwibedog in Wales
to Greskine in southern Scotland via Kielder.

It all started at Shelsley Walsh on Friday morning
and 2014 winner Matthew Robinson set the tone
for the event when he dropped the clutch at
8000rpm and fired his Ford Escort Mk2 into the
rally. The BDG lump barked its way up the side of
the Teme Valley to the delight of a massive crowd.

Next up was a flowing downhill section in
Gwibedog topped by the awesome sound of
the Lancia Stratos of Steve Perez. After ahost
of dramas with the Stratos, Perez boldly brought
it back to the forests for the event that first inspired
the project. Listening to it powering up out of the
valley made the hairs on the back of my neck
stand up.

Sixteen hours and 300 miles later we were in
Shepherdshield on the southern fringe of the
Kielder complex but the highlight of Saturday was
the later Harwood stage as darknessfell. [t was a
stunning starlit night as the temperature dropped
below freezing and the stillness of the night was
punctuated by high-reving BDG engines and
headlights tracking across the horizon.

Sunday was another epic day, starting inthe
spectacular Greskine stage up above the M74,
30 miles over the Scottish border, while Monday
was all about the daunting challenge of Kielder
inatoughfinalleg.

This eventis so much more than arally. Itis atotal
adventure in which the crews, teams, spectators
and marshalsimmerse themselves for four days.
Normal life and the worries of the world are
replaced by camaraderie, tales of heroic
adventure and outrageous efforts by service
crew pepper the event.

Ludlow's Henri Grehan was a classic example of
what makes this rally so special. His Escort Mk2
developed engine problems on Friday, which
would normally have been the end of his rally. But
his crew went back to base, rebuilt the engine
and got to Carlisle in time to restart on Saturday
morning. By early afternoon the car had been
rolled after amisheard note but once again the
crew set to and fixed the damage enough for
another restart on Sunday. It is that sort of rally.

The Roger Albert had not run since 2014 but
last weekend it came back bigger and tougher
than ever before. It is provisionally set to run
againin 2019 and, no matter what yourrole in
the sport, don't miss it for this is an absolute gem.

=, AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk




CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS

To Callum Black for his win on the Winner Garage SKODA
To Martin McCormack & Barney Mitchell for taking victory ' :
at the 2017 Roger Albert Clark Rally Wyedean Stages! We would also like to thank the sponsors,

co-sponsors and stage marshals for making the event a success.
An extra congratulations to Keith Cronin, Callum Devine,

Josh Cornwell and Nabila Tejpar on winning their respective
categories in the BRC earlier this year!

TR

SKODA

Fast mail order worldwide.
Order online.

www.burtonpower.com

Order Online s Easy Mail Order.
* 2.5% Discount on '

website orders! Calling Biifton, just Ca" us!
www.burtonpower.com PEY Tel: 0208 518 9126

* Secure online ordering

* Tuning guides

* Over 4000 product photos
* Flick-through e-catalogue

3
e Lemiing S

Come and see us'

* Open Monday - Saturday * Close to London’s M25 & Mil
* Over 100,000 parts in stock! * FREE parking outside door o - g
/J : * Experienced staff * Extensive showroom Telephone, visit website or call

Showroom and Sales: 617-631 Eastern Avenue, llford, Essex |G2 6PN in at our store for your copy!
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Sam Bilham :
won 2016 award 3

-

The winner will be chosen by a judging panel
which willinterview each candidate individually
before deciding the person who will best
represent the award. The winner will be
revealed later this month. Each finalist gave

MN their opinion on being nominated:

George Lepley

Age: 18

“Ithink a lot of winners are previous finalists and
they encourage people to re-enter so there's no

ST e T L 7
> e, L=

reason why we wouldn't enter. | hope I'min
agood position after last year. It's really
important for me to win because being a
student at university it's hard to make the
finances to go rallying add up. Without winning
Iwon'tbe able to fund a full season of rallying.”

Tommi Meadows

Age: 17

“It's something I've wanted to win for years
and really wanted to make the final this year.

e DNt S 3
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I'm really happy to be in the final, and what
an award, you can't win anything like this
anywhere else [in rallying]. If I were to win

the award, the £5000 prize would be massive.

My rallying is funded by myself and my dad.
There are a few sponsors who help us but it
would pay my entry fees for the BTRDA

and that would open everything up, to do
more testing and some Tarmac events on
the side too, to get more experience and time
inthe car.”

e e
e A

ByJack Benyon

The finalists for this year’s
John Easson Award have
been revealed, as one driver
or co-driver will win a prize
fund worth £6000 for 2018.

George Lepley, whowas a
finalistlast year and has
dovetailed sporadic outings
this year with university,
while BTRDA 1400 driver
TommiMeadows and BTRDA
1400 champion co-driver
Chris Sharpe-Simkiss make
thetop three.

Meadows finished second
twice in the 1400S class on events
this year, but suffered reliability
issues which plagued his
campaign. Lepley finished second
in class B10 on his Ford FiestaR2
debut on the Trackrod Rally.
Sharpe-Simkiss is the first
co-driver to make the final of
the award since it began in 2004,
and he partnered Jerseyman Ed
Fossey to 1400 and 1400S success.

Lepleyisthe only returning
finalist, having been beaten to
the award in 2016 by Sam Bilham,
who used the prize to compete in
and win the Fiesta ST Trophy
inthe BTRDA this season.

The award is given in honour
of John Easson, aregularrally
competitor wholost hislifein
anairaccidentin 1999. New for
this year, the award will add £1000
if the winner wins their classin
2018. The winner will receive
£5000 towards entry fees next
year regardless of where they
finishinclass.

Chris Sharpe=-SimKkiss
Age: 23

“It's great, I'm the first navigator to get into
the final three, which is fantastic. The hard
work is paying off. The likes of Chris Ingram
have won it before, it's fantastic to be
nominated. Hopefully it can progress me into
European rallying. The plan next year is to work
more with Ed Fossey again and potentially
compete in Belgium, so the award would
mean alot to my future plans and career.”

DALY 5 I G

Co-driver Roherts stars on Isle of Man

Whyte targets Scottish Championship after stunning rally debut

Top-level co-driver Dai Roberts
was delighted with his first
closed-road event as a driver.
Hefinished last weekend’s
Pokerstars Rally on the Isle of
Man in 20th position and third
in class in his Peugeot 205.
“We made a good start on
Friday night but then the
decision to take slicks on the
second loop was a bit brave
andit didn’t work [as rain
camel,” said the Welshman,
who had previously only
driven on single-venue events.
“We came here to get to the

finish and had a few little
issues on Saturday morning,
but putin abigpush on the last
three stages. My experience
herein the past definitely
helped, conditions were
tricky, butitis the best feeling
ever, we’ll be back!”

Fellow frontrunning rally
co-driver Dale Furniss was
also due to make his closed-
road rally debut driving
in his VW Golf, but didn’t
compete after engine
problems with his car
on the way to the start.

DaiRoberts—brother of the late Gareth— wasqmck inJurby

Lawrence Whyteistargetinga
Scottish Rally Championship
bidin2018after scoringatopfive
in hisfirst-everrally onthe
Wyedean Stageslast weekend.
The Scothad never competed in
acar before, butafter an afternoon
push, he put his M-Sport-prepared
Ford Fiestainto the topfive,
despite only havingashorttestin
the car before the event.
“I'mdelighted, justtryingtolet
itsinkin,” said Whyte, who was

wasmy first time on astage event

co-driven by Patrick Walsh. “That

Afterdrivinga Ford Fiesta for
thefirsttime on the Pokerstars
Rally, former Mull Rally winner
Paul Mackinnon feelsan R5 car
would now be anecessity to
challenge for victory on his
homeevent in Scotland.
Anumber of Mull competitors
entered the Pokerstarsrally as
analternative, astheisland
eventdidn’trun this year dueto
difficulty in gaining insurance.
Mackinnon, anine-time Mull
winner-themost of any driver—

and withaco-driverinthecar.I
had10yearsinquadracingand
that career finished a year ago.

“We went in aiming to have some
fun, but after we did thefour

stagesand came back in we saw
we were sittingin thetop 10so
we decided to push on more and
ended up withfifth.”

Whyte confirmed to MNthat
talks were taking place over
moreeventsinthefuture.

“With aresultlike that we’ll have
todosomemore,” hesaid. “We're
thinkingabout doing the Scottish
championship at the moment.
There’stalks ongoingatthe
minute, we’ll have to waitand see.”

Whyte stunned on his first rally

believes the R5formula would suit
Mull better than his Subaru
Impreza. John MacCrone used a
Ford Fiesta R5to win Mullin 2016.
“Thebigdifferenceisin
the chassisand brakes,” said
Mackinnon. “It wouldn’t have
the power of the Subaru [hisown
car],butonceit’suptospeed you
can carry somuch more through
the corners, especially in Mull
where we don’t have the big
straights we had here, soit would
befarmorestable.

Mull man Mackinnon says RS is the choice if he returns to the event

“Itwasalottolearn, especially
withnotestbeforehand, and one
of thehardesteventstotryiton
given the conditions. With more
timeinthecarit’d bethere,and
the time would come in the
‘maybe’ corners.”

Mackinnon hasnotstarteda
rallyinover ayear and hislast
finish was the same Manx event
two yearsago. Despite a puncture,
and power steeringfailure he
was fastest on four stagesto
finish second.

IN THE
SERVICE PARK

JASON
BLACK

Age: 20From: Armagh
Junior BorderRally
champion, andalso
veryrapidina1600cc
Toyota Starlet

Hewasbornintoa
rallying family

“My dad, Brian Black, has been
rallying for the past 40 years
soitwas hard to avoidin our
house. I've been supporting
him atrallies foraslongas|
canremember. Then | started
videoing at events for Black
Motorsport Videos, attending
upwards of 30 rallies ayear.

| started competing myself
when | was 14-years-old doing
rallysprints in a Peugeot 106. |
didn’t do many events forthe
first couple of years as|wasn't
earning much atthe time. Then
Isoldthe 106 to make way fora
Toyota Starletbodyshell.”

Hethenbuiltupa
Toyota Starlet

“I bought the Starlet bodyshell
inMay 2013. Progress was
slow at the start until I finished
schooland got a job. After that,
I builtit up as quickly as | could
afford to. It was a team effort
to getitfinished, but thanks to
the hard work of my dad, my
brother,and Gerry Buckley it
allcame together nicely, ready
forthe 2017 season.”

He thinks the Starlet
isbetter than a Mk2
“Dad has had a Starlet for
almost 20 yearsand my
interest kind of sparked
fromthat. Atayoungagel
attended alot of rallies with
MS Motorsport, which looks
after the Moffett Starlets. That
addedtomy love of them. A
major advantage of a Starlet
is how nimble and lightweight
itis compared to a Ford
EscortMk2.”

Juniorrallyingin
Irelandis tough

“Itis one of the most
competitive classesin Ireland.
Clubs and championships
have set up some good prizes,
whichis very helpful foryoung
people starting out. This year
Ithought it would be a steep
learning curve but | seem to
adapt quite quickly to listening
to pacenotes as the results
have shown. I've had
numerous class wins as

well as securing Junior

class honours inthe Border
Rally Championship.”

Oneyearatatime
“Fornextyear my focusis
on the Junior National Rally
Championship with the aim
of getting a Billy Coleman
Award nomination and the
€60,000 prize [£53,000].
Iwould like to do the Irish
Tarmac Rally Championship
tooifl can getthe budget.”
Adam Hall

Jason Black: Starlet star
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INSIGHT: TOP-FLIGHT CO-D

DayidEvansirealisedthat;

Meeke was very disparaging
about his new co-driver

R e

o-driving. How
hard canitbe?If
you cansitdown
you’re halfway
thereandif you
canread,jobdone.
ThatwaswhatI
told Paul Nagle after a glass of red
wine thenight beforeIreplaced him
intheseatalongside Kris Meeke.

ThenextmorningIwas, sortof,
wishingI hadn’t been quite so bold;

I’d got the sittingdown bit sorted. It was
justthereadingIwas struggling with.
Seriously,Icanread. AndIthought
Icouldread pacenotes.I’ddonea
half-decentjob onthe odd occasion
I’daccompanied folk through the
forest before—I"d even managed to

get Stephane Peterhansel through a
Dakartest. Admittedly, therehadn’t
beenany dunes—oreven any junctions—
but wedidn’t getlost. Or crash.

I'm genuinely afraid both might
beabouttohappen.

Andnow Nagle’sback. And he’s got
abitmoretosay.

T'llshut the door. That’ll help. Hmm,
strapped firmly into Citroen’s C3 WRC,
Ican’teven reach my own pocket, let
alonethedoor. I'll put my crash helmet
oninstead. Block him out that way.

“Watch these bits,” Nagle grins,
leaningintothe car and pointingtoa
couple of ‘fives’in the notes. “You’ll
bereally movingthereandit’s so
important you get him slowed down
forthat slower corner comingup.
Don’tforget to change your tone of voice.
And speak clearly. Butdon’t shout.”
Shut. Up.

Tora
CITROEN

Andnowit’scoming from the other
sidetoo.

“Sorted?” says Meeke with a sternlook
onhisface. “Ineed thesenotes, I haven't
been around here much and you know
when you’ve got notes coming, asa
driver, you follow them instinctively...”

Seriously?

“It’strue. Now comeon, give me
thefirstnote.”

Thisreally ishappening. More than
ever 'mregretting followingup my
appraisal of the work of a co-driver
with ajovial recollection of the story
about world champion drivers
beingaccompanied by the ‘World
Passenger Champion.’

Not even my mate Scott Martin found
that onefunny. No sense of humour
some people.

“Watch the clock,” Meeke tellsme.

What? You'vejust asked for the first
note—whichisitbuster? Oneorthe
other, only got one pair of eyes on
thissideof thecar...

“Three hundred, four-right tightens
over crest,” Itellhim.

“Countdown!”

Oops... Fortunately, KM’s noticed
the clock tickingdown, pulled firstat 10
seconds and flicked usinto ‘stage’ mode
atthreeseconds. Thatreminded me.

“Two, one, go!”

Rubber digsdirt and drop-kicks us
towards the horizon.

Holy...

“NOTES!”

Crikey. Alright, Mr Shouty.

“Three hundred right!”

What? Was that me? Did I really say
that?Idid, didn’tI.

| our-relationship kind of patonthearm.

“What?”

Bugger.

Sofar, youmight have the impression
thatIhaven’t taken thejob of co-driving
Meeke terribly seriously. Actually, I
have. After therecce, I've watched the
video and taken advice from Scotty
and Paul; lots of it—once they forgave
mefor the whole Bordeaux-fuelled
World Passenger thing.

They were both brilliant, evenif it did
getslightly complicated whenItried to
read Scott’s Craig Breen notes. Both
Breen and Meeke use anumber system:
onetosix. Meeke follows the old Colin
McRae plan of linking the speed-
indicatingnumber to gears; oneis
slow (first gear) and six isfast (sixth
gear). Breen’s systemis the complete
opposite, six beinga virtual hairpin.

I'm going through Scott’snotesand
convertingthem. What can go wrong?

Scott: “Sothat’sasixleftthere.”

Sixleft.

“Six?No,no,no,Imeantone.It’sa
oneleft.”

Repeat this three or four timesandit’s
remarkable how one person can find
something so unamusing while, for
others, itjust gets funnier and funnier.

Where wasI? Ah, yes, confusing 300
forthreeleft. Or wasitright? You get the
gist of my problem. ButI was genuinely
confused.I'd read this thingabout 10
timesand could recite thefirst couple
of pagesof notes off by heart. YetI'd
fluffed the firstline.

Thad topick thisthingup.Ioffereda
nervouslaugh, apologised and gave Kris
anaffectionate, let’s-not-let-this-spoil-

S e oo s,

Thatdidn’t go well. He’d pulled fourth
and we were hammeringtowards a
long-ishright.

“What’s coming?” heshoutedinavery
much don’t-touch-me-again kind of way.

Thatwasit.Istartedreading.

“Thirty oneleft opensintolate hairpin
right 30 oneleft short 80 tworight minus
50fiverighttightens...”

My sentence was interrupted.

“Slow down! You’re way ahead of me,”
Meeke said.

My response probably wasn’t typical
of his previous co-drivers.

“Crackonthen!”

It wasthen thatitdawned onme, this
wasn’t going very well. In all honesty,
itdidn’t get much better. We did some
skids, got back totheteamandIgot
out. Slightly chastened.

Slightly?

“You'll be
really moving

VING

Chastened?

Iwashumiliated.

Ontheupside.Ididn’t throw up.

Onthedownside, Nagle was waiting
forme.

Imadeahalf-hearted attempt at being
upbeat, but thelook Meeke shot me told
itsowntale. Krisreally was quite
uncharitable about my efforts. I would
have settled for theline which became
something of anannualanthem tomy
schoolreport: “He could do better.”

Itwasnothinglike as upbeat.

Fortunately, Ifound abowl of Haribo
colabottles and took solace in them.

Over an understandably lonely lunch,
newsisdelivered. It’s good and bad.
Turnsout the video thinghasn’t videoed.
That’sthe good news: there’s now
norecord of my incompetence.

Thebadnewsisthey’re givingme




Evans learned how
to read the notes

another go. And this time they’re goingto
presstherecord button.

Great.

“Comeon,” says Meeke with a grin,
“what’s the worst that can happen?”

Seriously torn between some sort of
prawn toast-type arrangement and the
seat beside the Rally Spain winner...I1go
for both and clamber aboard, pacenote
book inonehand, lunchintheother.

“Thistime,” hesays, “don’tjust
blabberitall out. Feel what the car’s
doing, call thenext corner when we're
halfway down the straight. Think of
beinga corner and a half ahead.”

That’sfine, but what if we’re going
really fast down a short straight? When
then? And who counts timein corners?
Or cornersandahalf?

Enough. Enough with thenonsense.
Let’sjust get on withit.

our man Evans had to time his notes

Startline. Deep breath.

“Tenseconds.”

Clunk. First.

“Five...”

Meekeflicksa switch and buries
thethrottle. We’reready tolaunch.

“Go!”

Andwe’regone.

Inallhonesty, thelaunchisn’ttoo
violent. In the time since my last attempt,
Meeke hasdone afew morerunsand
theroad’sstarted to cut up off theline.
Sticky slicks on abaking Spanish
startline would undoubtedly rearrange
my insides. Butinitial wheelspinis
countered by electronic French trickery
and we’re soon picking up gearsand
speed atastaggeringrate.

ThistimeI'vedeliveredline one
atroughly therighttimeandinthe
right place.

“Three hundred, four-right tightens
overcrest.”

Bingo.

Lookingat thenote, Iremembered
Nagle’sadvice about underlining
(“Anythingunderlined needsto be
readasonesentence...”). Oops. There’s
abitmoretocome.

Justaswe’reheadinginto the four
right, Irepeat the call.

“Four-right tightens over crest for
100, tightens two-rightatsign.”

By thetimeI'vegotthatout, we’'re
halfway down the hundredand KM’sa
touch too quick into the next corner.

“Quicker!” he barks.

ThistimeIdon’t panic.Icall the
next corner, butactually process what
itmeans.

Oneleft, short. That’safirst-gear

corner. That means we’ll be going
slowly. Silently, Ilook at the nextline,
which starts with 80-that buysmea
nanosecond. Deliver. Next one? Second
gear corner, keep it steady. Hairpin,
again, noneed to gabble. Get through
the corner, look up, check and talk.

It’smaking sense. Now for the
quicker stuff with some fourth and
fifth-gear corners. Again, Ijust keep
myself in check.

T'vegotit. Well actually, Thaven’t. But
I'mdefinitely less bad.I’ve started to
understand thatit’sabout usingall the
senses; feeling the direction change
through the seat, takingin the speed and
lookingup tofind out where we are.

The stage slows again with: “Oneright
and one left narrows under bridge.”

Aswepass beneath the bridge, I
decide to be even more helpful.

“There’sthe bridge!”

Krismakesthat funny noise again.
The one that makes me think he’s
not entirely committing to what I'm
telling him.

We swirlinto an intentional spin to
take us back down the sameroad and
he’sheard enough. He grabs a gear,
then my book and throws it away.

Ilike tothink he’slaughing with me
atthispoint.

With nothingtodo,Isit back and enjoy,
helpfully pointing out Yves Matton
standing on top of a hill.

Fortunately for Kris, even without my
pacenote book, I'm able to deliver what I
see as genuinely helpful information.

“Don’t crashin front of Yves!”

Alltoo soon, we're done.

“Thatactually wasn’ttoobad,” says

Meeke. “Better than the first time. That
time you were better than James May.”

That’ll1do for me.

Onceagain I extricate myself from
the car and goin search of Haribo, only
tofind Nagle and Martin waiting for me.

My respect for them has gone through
theroof. Itell them about
understanding the timing and delivery
abitmore and Paul offers: “That’s
fine, but wait until you get somewhere
like Corsica...”

Scotty picksup: “... youjustdon’t
stop talking. It’s corner, corner, corner
allthetime.”

Heaven forbid, what do you doif you
lose your place?

Martin: “The first thingisnot to
panic. Let the driver know and he’ll
start calling the notes to you, then
you have to find your place very,
very quickly.”

Beingthe best of the best, that doesn’t
happen to these boys. But what does
sometimes happen is when there’s
been anincidentin the stage, the odd
occasion when they’ve had to deal with,
oh,Idon’tknow,atripintoacarparkat
the end of a stagein Mexico...

Watch that bit back. Nagle doesn’t
miss abeat when they’re back onthe
road. He’s straight back into the notes,
rightoncue.

What amazes meis the commitment
fromthe co-drivers. After my recce with
Kris, my four or five pages of notes were
areal mess, that’s what comes from
trying to write when your driver can’t
keep the car still. Showing them to
Scott, he asked meif Iwas going to
rewrite them.
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Meeke is smiling here
— he wasn’t later...

Igave him thelook Ireserveformy
wife when she asksif Ireally need that
extraroast potato.

He gave me the look my wife givesme
whenIeat the potato.

“You've got torewrite them,” he says.
“You can’t afford tonot be able toread
anythingin the stage.It’sgottobe
completely clear. Allthe shorthand
and symbols we use, they become second
nature. If you have to stop foramoment
tothink: ‘What does that say?’ or ‘What
doesthatmean?’ You could beinreal
trouble. Co-drivingissoinstinctive.”

Yeah, yeah,Igetall of that,andI'm
totally committed to getting thisright.
Butseriously? Re-writingall four pages?

“Irewrite every note we make on
therecce,” he says. “I probably don’t
need to, butIstilldoitall the time.
Everynote.”

Fine. Bloody fine. I'llrewrite the
soddingthings.

He’ssoright. Had I gone with the
original notes, it would have been a
disaster. OK, a total disaster.

Iwasn’t perfect. Not even nearly, but
foracoupleof cornersIgotitrightand
that feeling was special.

But thehighest praise came when I
asked Kris for an honest comparison
with Nagle.

“You were definitely better in one
area,” hesays. I genuinely hadn’t
expected that. Ifeltlike hugginghim.

“When you say ‘three’ it doesn’t sound
like ‘tree’.”

It’s fair to say my team-mates for
theday found that funnier than Idid.

So, with ahandful of Haribo,Ibade
them farewell. B
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REPORT: R.A.C. RALLY

Unlucky Pritchard misses out as McCormack/Mitchell prevail. By Paul Lawrence

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Emerald Isle crew & =
took a mighty win

fter four
days,
30special
stagesand
nearly 300
competitive
miles, Marty
McCormack and Barney
Mitchell emerged victorious
after the huge challenge
presented by the 12th
Roger Albert Clark Rally.
McCormack’s second win on
the event came after Jason
Pritchard and Phil Clarke
retired on Sunday afternoon
with a failed halfshaft. When
Pritchard went out at the start
of the first Twiglees stage,
McCormack was chasing hard
inabid to claw back a 45-second
deficit. “It’sbeen along event
and it has been absolutely
brilliant,” said McCormack.
It was a bitter disappointment
for Pritchard who did not put
awheel wronginnearly three
days. Joining McCormack
on the overall podium were

Matthew Robinson/Sam
Collis and early leaders Roger
Chilman and Bryan Thomas.
While established drivers
took the big prizes, a pack of
younger drivers made their
mark with some outstanding
performances. Ultimately,
Ben Friend and Adam Milner
wentunrewarded, but Josh
Browne drove way beyond
his experience to claim a top
10finish.

Friday
It wasthe day the Roger Albert
Clark Rally madeitsdebutin
Wales and the fans came out
ingoodnumbers, startingthe
otherside of the borderat
Shelsley Walsh forarunup
and down the famoushill.
However, that wasjustan
aperitif before 14 milesin a wet
and slippery Radnor andit was
Chilman who grabbed therally
by the throat to goa whopping
18sbetter than anyoneelse.
Butitsonearly went wrongon

thefinishline at Perez’s Bend.
Chilman got through the flying
finish and then slid off. Luckily
some spectators gothimonand
hetook thelead over Pritchard.
Two stages on the Epynt
gravel, with a couple of miles of
asphaltaddedin, gave Pritchard
the chanceto clawitback and
when there-run of Radnor was
cancelled due tomarshalling
issues, it was Pritchard who took
anine-secondlead to Carlisle.
RudiLancaster and Steve
Bennett both had strongdays
in Walesto take P3and P4 while
McCormack and Robinson sat
menacingly afew seconds back,
content with their pace after
runningone and two on the
road through the Radnor slime.
Farless happy wasa tight-
lipped Steve Bannister who
was down in 10th after hisfirst
foray into Wales foraquarter
of acentury. A1ms30sgapto
Pritchard left him plenty to
doasheheaded for more
familiar ground.

Saturday
Afterrelocatingto Carlisle,
Saturday wasalongtough day
with stagesin Northumberland,
concludingdoublerunsat Ogre
Hilland Harwood in the dark.
Incredibly, astheleading
crewsarrived back in Carlisle
attheend of theleg, thegap
between Pritchard and
McCormack wasunchanged
at43s. However, behind the top
two, much had altered and the
gaps were starting to grow after
morethan90stage miles.
Pritchard was wheel-perfect
throughthe day. “We’rejust
keepingitneatand tidy and
we’re only half way there,” he
said atthe end of theday. Upto
third was Robinson, buthe’d
dropped some time in the second
Harwood. “I'mabitrubbishin
thedark,” hesaid witha grin.
Chilman, tacklingthese stages
forthefirsttime, turnedina
good day to hold fourth. “We
found apace we’re happy with,”
hestated. When Bennettrolled

outof therally on Whitehill2,
aslightly happier Bannister
moved up tofifth. “Thoselads
atthefrontare goingtooquick
foranold man,” hesaid. Ben
Friend, Alan Walker and Simon
Webster all had good days
topack out the top 10, while
Lancaster dropped toninth
afteratough day thatincluded
"diff and gearbox changes.

Sunday
Theaction moved across the
Scottish border for another
long, tough day on Sunday with
many crewsreportingthatthe
Twiglees stage was the best
of therally. Before that were
doublerunsatapairof stagesin
the Greskine and Aeregion and
itwasherethat Bannisterhada
quickroll. The car ended back on
its wheels with minimum delay,
buthe dropped some time while
regaining hiscomposure.
McCormack set off in
pursuitof Pritchard but
madelittle in-roads asthe

Chilman belied lack of
historics experience

Welshman continued his
superb performance.

However, the start of the
first Twiglees stage wasasfaras
Pritchard would go. McCormack
saw hisrival parked up, but took
nojoy. “I'm gutted for him. He’s
driven very well,” said the
NorthernIrishman.

Thatleft McCormack with a
lead of over two minutes for the
final day, butit was much closer
for what became the contest for
second. During Sunday,
Chilman took morethana
minute out of Robinson toend
thelegonly 14s down.

“We’ve had agood afternoon
and we're keeping the pressure
on,” said Chilman after a day
instagesthat werenew to him.
Bent steering cost Robinson
some time asthe crews tackled
icy patches onsomeof the
higher ground.

Walker was having the drive
of hislifeand closed inon
Bannister’sfourth placefora
while, but then had dramas of




Perez took 18th b

his own when a starter motor failed
and melted some wiring. Northern
Irishman Adrian Hetherington,
runninga historic-specification car for
thefirsttime, had taken a while tofind
his pace butjumped ahead of the
consistently quick Simon Webster for
sixth place goinginto the final day.
Onaday that shook-up theleader
board, Friend lost his giant-killing
top six place when he slid off anicy
Greskine. The car was undamaged
and laterrejoined, but the prospect
of an outstanding result for the Pinto-
powered car was dashed. Meanwhile,
Lancasterrolled out of therally in
Greskine 2as Paul Griffiths/Iwan
Jonesand Stuart Egglestone/Brian
Hodgson consolidated top 10 places.
Another mighty performance came
toanendin Twiglees 2 when Milner,
battlinghead-gasketissues, slid his
1600cc Escortout therally.

Monday

McCormack ranfirstontheroad on
Monday and faced someicy patches,
buthe barely puta wheel wrong. “It

was very tricky intheice again this
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ut first in car rarity and spectator enjoyment

morning,” said McCormack after
winning therally for a second time.

Robinson attacked the Kielder
stagestomake certain of second,
and Chilman was equally delighted
with third place on hisfirst attempt
attheeventand hisfirsttime over
many of thenorthern stages. “It
could not have gone any better for
us,” said Chilman.

Sadly, Bannister took a stage
maximum in Newcastleton when he
slid off, so Walker and John Conner
moved up toa fantastic fourth overall
in what hedescribed as the bestrally
of hislife.

Webster and Jez Rogers moved up
toafinefifth while Bannister dropped
tosixth, just clear of Griffiths.

Egglestonehad acrackingrunto
aclass D3 winningeighth overall
from Josh Browne, who was one of
thestarsof the event on only his
seventh everrally. Finally, despite
losing seven minutes toa puncture,
Barry Stevenson-Wheeler and John
Pickavancerounded outthetop 10
after Hetherington slid off in the
final Falstone stage.

England Starters:91 Stages: 30

Roger Albert Clark RallyWhen:November 17-20Where:Wales, Scotland,

POS | DRIVER | cAR | TIME

1 Marty McCormack/Barney Mitchell | Ford Escort Mk2 4h28m27s
2 Matthew Robinson/Sam Collis Ford Escort Mk2 +1m44s
3 Roger Chilman/Bryan Thomas Ford Escort Mk2 +2mb2s
4 Alan Walker/John Conner Ford Escort Mk2 +5m57s
5 Simon Webster/Jez Rogers Ford Escort Mk2 +7m24s
6 Steve Bannister/Callum Atkinson Ford Escort Mk2 +10m36s
7 Paul Griffiths/lwan Jones Ford Escort Mk2 +12mO01s
8 Stuart Egglestone/Brian Hodgson Ford Escort Mk2 +12m36s
9 Josh Browne/Jane Edgington Ford Escort Mk2 +15m05s
10 | Barry Stevenson-Wheeler/John Pickavance | Ford Escort Mk2 +21m38s

Class winners: Steve Higgins/ Sam Spencer (Saah 6); Bob Bean/ Malcolm Smithson (Ford Lotus Cortina); Rikki Proffitt/ Graham Wild
(Porsche 911); Dave Watkins/ Graham Wride (Escort Mk1); Wayne Bonser/ Richard Ashton (Escort Mk1); Jimmy McRae/ Pauline Gullick
(Vauxhall Firenza Chevrolet); Kim Gray/Tom Murphy (Escort Mk2); Egglestone/ Hodgson; David Kynaston/Val Thompson (Triumph TR7 V8);
Chris Hellings/ Glyn Thomas (VW Golf GTi); Peter Johnson/ Charles Johnson (Datsun 2402); Griffiths/Jones.

David Hutchinson and Jeff Garnett
tackled the event for the first time
and came away with aresounding
victory in the Open Rally for
non-historic two-wheel-drive cars.

Their Duratec-engined Ford
Escort Mk2 was quick and
consistent throughout, although
Hutchinson admitted that the
icy stages on Sunday had been a
big challenge.

“Saturday was absolutely amazing
and driving Harwood in the dark
was anincredible experience,”
hesaid.

By Monday afternoon Hutchinson
was three minutes clear of the
Peugeot 205 GTI of James Nicholls
and David Allman, which was the
best front-wheel-drive car on the
event. A tripintoaditch on Sunday
morning cost them little time butleft
the Peugeotrather battle scarred.

First-timers Hutchinson/Garnett take Open class
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‘Newby beats strong
Manx opposition’
Pokerstars Rally report, p25
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Remarkably, Dave Hemingway and
Simon Ashton battled back to third
intheir Escortafteralongtimein
aditch on Saturday while Mick
Plowman/Nigel Hutchinson chased
theleader until they dropped a wheel
intoaditch early on Sunday and
broke a suspension joint. They
laterrejoined to take fourth.

Henri Grehan and Chris Ridge
were often the fastest buta trip home
for anenginerebuild andaroll on
Saturday cost them any result. But
theyrejoined under Super Rally
rulestofinish theeventand set
some impressive stage times.

Results

1 David Hutchinson/Jeff Garnett (Ford Escort Mk2) 5h01m23s;
2 James Nicholls/ David Allman (Peugeot 205 GTI) +2m5Ts;

3 Dave Hemingway/ Simon Ashton (Escort MK2); 4 Mick
Plowman/ Nigel Hutchinson (Escort MK2); 5 Andy Gray/
Emma Morrison (205 GTI); 6 Richard Phillipson/Stefan

Amdt (Honda Civic). Class winners: Mathew Evans/

Daniel Evans (Peugeot 205); Gray/ Morrison; Nicholls/Allman.

s i o

BenFriend putin a strong showing but didn’t make the Monday finish

St RPN

Duratec-engined Escort
behaved for Hutchinson

Five-time British champion McRae finished 13th and won his class

Pinto-power prevails
Three drivers setthe standard in class
D3 and it was Ben Friend and Cliffy
Simmons who topped the pace until
they slid off on the ice of Sunday
morning. Instead, Stuart Egglestone
and Brian Hodgson took over in their
Pinto-powered Escort Mk2 to take

an impressive win on Egglestone’s
firstrally in a rear-wheel-drive car.

Mighty McRae/Gullick
Jimmy McRae and Pauline Gullick drove a
rally befitting their combined experience
towin class C5 in the Chevrolet-powered
Vauxhall Firenza. They had to fend off the Ford
EscortMk1 of Chris Browne/Ali Cornwell-
Browne on the way to yet another success for
the British rallying legend. Another V8, this
time the Triumph TR7 of David Kynaston/

Val Thompson, won class D4 after a great

run punctuated by an off on Sunday’sice.

Special K forVW crew
The Category K classes fell to the

VW Golf GTi of Chris Hellings and
Glyn Thomas and Paul Griffiths/Ilwan
Jones (Escort Mk2). The VW Golf crew
drove a greatrally to win their class on
theirfirst attempt at an event of this
scale. Griffiths took over in class G2
when Pritchard retired.

Gray has silver lining
Victory in class D2 was an absolute triumph
in the face of adversity for Kim Gray and Tom
Murphy intheir Escort Mk2. It started with
engine issues on Friday that dictated a

return to Chesterfield for an overnight rebuild.
Then, various gearbox and axle problems
threatened to put them out but somehow

Kim and her team got the car to the finish.

Magic Bean for B4
Afinerally forveteran Bob Bean and
co-driver Malcolm Smithson was well
rewarded by victory in class B4 among
the Category 1 contenders. The freshly
built Lotus Cortina of the 79-year-old
Yorkshireman ran remarkably well and
Bob drove as well as ever, more than
half a century after his first attempt at
the original RAC Rally.

Call 911,Proffitt’s on fire
Finally, Rikki Proffitt and Graham Wild
(Porsche 911) won class B5 despite a
challenging event. They struggled to get
tothe start of the Roughside stage on
Saturday and then hit gearbox problems

on Sunday. After a change of gearbox, they
returned on Monday to clinch the class
despite running under Super Rally rules.

All aboard Escort train
Dave Watkins and Graham Wride
turned in an exemplary performance

to win class C2 in Watkins’ ex-works
Escort Mk1.The superbly presented car
ran like a train across four tough days.

Giantkilling Saab wins
The two-stroke Saab 96 of Stephen Higgins
and Sam Spencer won class B2 aftera
wonderful performance in the low-power

car. The Saab behaved impeccably over

four days and even managed a stintinthe
outside line of the M6 on the run back to
service in Carlisle on Sunday night.

Higgins took the Saab to honours
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Black and Edmondson
conquered conditions

2 e~

PIONSHIP:

P

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Photo: Black Mountains Media

Il

Wyedean Stages Rally
By Simon Gronow

Organiser: Forest of Dean MC When: November 11 Where:
Forestof Dean, Gloucestershire Championships: Welsh Rally
Championship; Welsh Historic Rally Championship; Welsh Mixed
Surface Championship; Welsh Clubman Forest Championship; HRCR
Stage Masters; FMP Rally Challenge; Gwynnespeed Rally Challenge;
ASWMC Loose Stage Rally Championship Starters: 105 Stages: 8

After eight slippery stages in the
Forest of Dean, Callum Black
and Elliott Edmondson mastered
the conditions to secure the
Welsh Forest Rally Championship
as they won the Wyedean
Stages in their Ford Fiesta R5.
Lessthan aminute behind were Nick
Elliott/Dave Price, whoputin thedrive
of the day tofinish second in their
Ford Escort Mk2, as Peter Stephenson/
Darren Garrod finished third in their
Ford Focus WRC06.
Black only needed to finish the event to

ensure the title and so opted for a steady
approach as both he and Edmondson felt
it wasthe most slippery event they had
ever done. Nonetheless, fastest time on
thefirst two tests and top four times on
the following two tests of the four-stage
loopmeant they held a 5slead at halfway.

Thefirst two stages hadn’t gone well
for Stephenson/Garrod, who had an
intermittent wiper fault and also stalled
atahairpin.

With temporary repairs effected,
they could commit more, and after
settingfastest time on SS4 they moved
into second position.

Given the conditions, Elliott/Price
hadnorighttobelyinginthird,letalone
thesecond place hehad held up tothe
previousstage. “Ireally don’t want to
goback out,” admitted Elliottas he
recounted the abysmal conditions.
“Itfeelslike we’re going slowly, but
obviously we’re not. We're only here for

abitof fun, perhapsI’ll go abit harder
thisafternoon to challenge the
four-wheel-drive cars.”

Behind Elliott, Group Nleaders
Andy Davies/Lee Taylor had set
fastest time on SS3in their Impreza on
their first event together for some time.
Itwas Davies’ first outright stage win.

Locals BobMorgan/Adie Williams
were fifth despite a bad misfire on their
SubaruImpreza and they were just
ahead of Scott Faulkner/Dom Adams,
who were getting more confidentin
the conditions as the event wore onin
their Mitsubishi.

Black didn’t bother to change tyres
for the afternoon’s stages and, despite
this, he wasfastest on thefinal three
stagestoextend hisadvantageto
53seconds. Heand Edmondson
completed a comfortable winand a
well-deserved Welsh Championship
success, despite a couple of spins

alongthe way. Behind the winners,
Elliott found more grip in the afternoon,
and a string of second-fastest times
enabled him to overhaul Stephenson
for second. With his wipersfixed, the
Focusdriver pushed hard to make up
the early timeloss, only to drop back to
third after spinning and stallingat the
same hairpin asinthe morning.

With Black securing the crown,
Davieshad tobe content with the
series’ Group N win, ashefinished in
fourth, one place ahead of Lawrence
Whyte/Patrick Walsh. The young
driverimpressed on hisfirst-ever
rally, setting top-four times on all of the
afternoon’s stages before finishingfifth
in his FiestaR5 (seerally news).

Toplocal was Morgan, who, with the
misfire sorted, finished sixth ahead of
Group N runner-up Faulkner, as Chris
Powell/Jim Lewis rounded off their
season with an excellent eighth position

intheir 1400cc class-winning Talbot
Sunbeam. On hisfirsteventfor 15 years,
Simon de Bankefinished ninth in his
Ford Fiesta R5,as Rob Dennis/ Andrew
Boswell overcame a misfire to win the
Historic category in their Ford Escort.
Inthe GwynneSpeed Challenge for
Citroen C2s, Ryan Gibson/Phil Chicken
earned victory. Ed Robinson/Matt
Rogers won the Max class.
Results
1 Callum Black/Elliott Edmondson (Ford Fiesta R5) 40m 48s;
2 Nick Elliott/ Dave Price (Ford Escort Mk 2) +53s; 3 Peter M
Stephenson/ Darren Garrod (Ford Focus WRCO6); 4 Andy Davies/
Lee Taylor (Subaru Impreza); 5 Lawrence Whyte/ Patrick Walsh
(Fiesta R5); 6 Bob Morgan/Adie Williams (Impreza); 7 Scott
Faulkner/Dom Adams (Mitsubishi Lancer E9); 8 Chris Powell/Jim
Lewis (Talbot Sunbeam); 9 Simon de Banke/James Aldridge
(Fiesta R5); 10 Simon Thomas/ Mark Williams (Lancer).
Class winners: Jim Dunkley/ Paul Barbet (Hyundai i20);
Eric Davis/ Russell Joseph (Mini Clubman); Chris Powell/Jim
Lewis; Ed Robinson/ Matt Rogers (Citroen G2 R2 Max); Aron
Brown/ Cal McElhinney (Escort RS); Tony Williams/Karen
Phellps (Escort RS); Andrew Fox/Jamie Lee Fox (BMW 325);
Morgan/Williams; Whyte/Walsh; Davies/Taylor; Rob Dennis/
Andrew Boswell (Escort Mk2).

Kiernan makes late entry pay dividends in Kerry

Kerry Banna Mini Stages
Rally

By MartinWalsh

Organiser: KerryMC When: November 12 Where: Banna,

County Kerry Starters: 84 Stages: 6

A late entry, Cavan’s Gary
Kiernan (Ford Escort Mk2)
and his co-driver Keith
Moriarty swept the boards to
claim victory in the Kerry
Banna Mini Stages Rally.

Fastest on all six stages, they
finished 1m58.9s ahead of the
Mitsubishi Lancer E9 of Shane
Maguire, who claimed his
fifth Top Part West Coast title,
co-driven by Donal Balfe.

The all-local crew of Tom
Relihan/Maurice McElligott
(Escort Mk1) were 16.5 seconds
further behind in third.

As Kiernan lit up the north-
Kerry roads, top seed and last
year’s winner Daniel Cronin
(Mitsubishi Lancer E10) held
second despite an off-road
moment on the opening stage
that filled a rear wheel with
mud. A spin and stall on the
second stage did little to help
his plight. A fast moving
Kiernan stretched his lead
to 23.2 seconds.

Cronin spun on the fourth

stage with Padraig Egan
(Subaru) slotting into second
but a puncture on SS5 meant
he dropped to 12th. A broken
front wheel bearing then
ended Cronin’s rally.

Maguire inherited second
with Relihan keeping the locals
happy with his third place. Tim
Enright (Ford Escort) took
fourth and runner up in the
West Coast series. Mike Quinn
(Escort) was untroubled in fifth
with Egan recovering to claim
sixth. Derek Butler (Honda

Civic) won the popular Class 11F.

Results

1 Gary Kiernan/Keith Moriarty (Ford Escort) 46m03.7s;

2 Shane Maguire/ Donal Balfe (Mitsubishi Lancer E9)
+1m58.9s; 3 Tom Relihan/Maurice McElligott (Escort);

4 Tim Enright/ Darina Joyce (Escort); 5 Mike Quinn/Tony
Healy (Escort); 6 Padraig Egan/Brian Hassett (Subaru
Impreza N8); 7 Leonard Downey/ Mark Murphy (Escort);
8 Derek Butler/Aaron 0'Regan (Honda Civic); 9 Brian
0’Keeffe/Sean Hayde (Lancer E9); 10 Tommy Cahill/ Enda
0'Leary (Lancer E9).

Class winners: Garry Kelly/Donal Sinclair (Honda Civic);
Stephen Carey/Nicole Roycroft (Ford Fiesta R2); Tommy
0"Sullivan/Kevin Rohan (Ford Focus); 0'Keeffe/Hayde;
Andrew Fanning/Derek Gibbs (Proton Satria S2000); Ger
Power/ Liam Fitzgerald (Vauxhall Nova); Shane Griffin/lan
Madigan (Peugeot 205 GTI); Butler/ 0'Regan; Jason
Costello/ Megan Costello (Escort); Sean Enright/ Conor
Walsh (Escort); Enright/Joyce; Quinn/Healy; Pat Kelly/
Jonathan Kelly (Impreza N11); Steven 0’Connor/Adrian
0'Connor (Civic); David Griffin/ David Leslie (Toyota
Corolla); Maurice Meskell/ Stephen Meskell (Ford Escort);
James Hall/Tony McCarthy (Audi quattro); Egan/Hassett.

Feeney’s first in the

Mini is hard-earned

Kingdom Stages
By JohnFife

Organiser: Glenrothes MSC When: November
11 Where: Crail, Fife Championships:
Scottish Tarmack Championship

Starters: 88 Stages: 7

Thefinalround of the

2017 Scottish Tarmack
Rally Championshipwasa
fraught affair withan end-
of-term feel to proceedings.
With thetitlealready won,
Gareth Whiteleft his
Peugeot 208 R2in the garage
and wheeled out a Peugeot
106 tofinish 13th overall.

Meanwhile atthe sharp
end of thefield, Nigel
Feeney and Phil Sandham
scored the win in their Mini
John Cooper Works WRC,
butnot withoutincident.
Feeney clipped atyre, spun
off andlanded in afield,
thenstalled it. Similarly
Leeand Cole Hastings
had trouble on their way
tosecond. Their Subaru
Impreza completed the
full seven stages without
anti-lagoperating.

The Paterson brothers
hadabitof afighttooover
third place.Ian smacked a
bale and spun his Subaru

Photo: John Fife

Despite astalland a trip into a field, Feeney won

onthefirst stageallowing
Stuarttoslipahead, but
thereafter Ian was faster
overthenextsix stages
toclaim third overall.

Top seed Shaun Sinclair
lostoutonthefirststage
when he cloutedatyre
marker, bentabottomarm
and broke adriveshaft.
John Rintoul had a piston
failin his Ford Fiesta,
Gordon Morrison broke
abottomballjointinthe
Subaru and Taylor Gibb
broke his Mitsubishi
Lancer’s transfer box.

Michael Harbour won
the 1600 class in his Citroen
C2and finished asuperb
seventh overall ahead of

Gareth White, while Greg
Inglislostout when he
missed a Splitin his Citroen
C2anddid anextralap.
Marcus Tinsley took the
1400 classin his Peugeot
205Rallye.

Results

1 Nigel Feeney/ Phil Sandham (Mini John
Cooper Works WRC) 59mb5s; 2 Lee Hastings/
Cole Hastings (Subaru Impreza) +19s; 3 lan
Paterson/David Croshie (Impreza N10); 4 Stuart
Paterson/Allan Paterson (Impreza); 5 Tom
Blackwood/ Gordon Winning (Ford Escort);

6 lan Archer/Neil Ogilvie (Mitsubishi Lancer E9);
T Michael Harbour/lan MacDougall (Citroen C2
R2 Max); 8 Brian Watson/ Charley Sayer-Payne
(Lancer E10); 9 Graeme Rintoul/Jim Rintoul
(Ford Fiesta); 10 Alan Wallace/ Darren
Robertson (Lancer E6). Class winners:
Marcus Tinsley/Rachel Clark (Peugeot 205
Rallye); Harbour/ MacDougall; Rintoul/ Rintoul;
Blackwood/Winning; Paterson/ Paterson.

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Andrew Baines/Sion Higham won the
overall award on the novice-oriented
Y Rali Goffa James Trenholme,
beating their nearest rivals by almost
three and a half minutes.

They were fastest through the first
section to establish alead they weren't
tolose. Initially they were chased by the
Ford Escort of Alan Parry/Tim Parry, but
they retired with a failed gearbox soon
afterthe halfway halt.

Second place was taken by Bryn
Jones/Gareth Davies, who were seven
minutes in front of third-placed Rhian
Jones/Euros Jones.

Semi-Expert crews weren't eligible for
overallawards. The class was won by the
fastest crew of the night, Gruffydd Jones/
Iwan Williams. They led throughout, but
ended just narrowly ahead of Thomas
Jones Thomas/Gwilym Wyn Evans.

Inthe Historic Endurance Rally
Organisation’s Rally of the Tests,

John Abel/Martyn Taylor took victory in
their Alfa Romeo Giulia Sprint. More in
next week's Motorsport News.

Ian Mills
Results
Organiser: Harlech & District MC When: November 11/12
Where: Llyn Peninsula Route: 70 miles Starters: 47.
1 Andrew Baines/Sion Higham (Ford Escort) 4m17s;
2 Bryn Jones/ Gareth Davies (Peugeot 206) +3m28s;
3 Rhian Jones/ Euros Jones (Suzuki Baleno); 4 Mark
Williams/ Robin Harvey (Honda Civic); 5 lola Evans/
Nerys Ellen Evans (Nissan Micra); 6 Mici Lloyd-Jones/
Iwan Thomas (Proton Satria).
Class winners: Ronw Llew Roberts/ Kieran Williams

(Honda Civic); Gruffydd Jones/ Iwan Williams
(Vauxhall Nova).
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Newby dominated after
an untroubled outing

BEATS STRONG
ARS LINE-UP

Subaru ulmprea ew eepwtheir cool. By Chris Boyde

Pokerstars Rally

By ChrisBoyde

Organiser: Manx Auto Sport When: November 10/11
Where: Jurby, Isle of Man Starters: 77 Stages: 17.

TEG Sport-run Subaru
Impreza crew Arron
Newby/Rory Kennedy
dominated the second day
of the Pokerstars Rally to
take a commanding victory

astheirrivals each hittrouble.

Manx crew Andrew
Dudgeon/Joseph Dooley
(MitsubishiLancer E6) set
the early pace on Friday night
over Little London and The
Garey, butthenlostalmost
twominutes when the car cut
outat Snuff the Wind on SS3.

Newby, who hadn’t competed
on theisland for almost three
years, moved ahead as Paul
Mackinnon/Tom Woodburn,
havingafirstruninaFord
Fiesta R5, were delayed behind
Dudgeon. Mackinnon then
wentfasteston SS4, Brack-a-
Broom, despite amisting
windscreentomoveintoa

share of thelead atfirst service.

Rainarrived on the second
loop with most crews caught
onslicks. Newby fared best,
openingan 18sadvantage
after SS7as Mackinnon again
caughtanother car. The Mull
driver then took 12sback on
thenight’sfinal stage, SS8, to
lie six seconds down overnight.

Early casualtiesincluded
thereigningManx champions
Daniel Harper/Chris
Campbell, abrokenrear
suspension link throwing
their Mini John Cooper Works
WRC off theroadjust three
milesintotheopeningstage
on Druidale. Fifth-placed Sean

Kelly/Kirsty Duke (Lancer E9)
crashed close tothe finish of
SS2and, by the end of the night,
Paul Bird/Jack Morton were
also gone. After holding third
despite struggling with
gearshiftissues on their Ford
Focus WRC07, they crashed at
achicane at Round Table on SS7.

LocalsNigel and Kayleigh
Cannell (Lancer E9) were
third despite spins at Sartfield
hairpinonboth SS1and SS4,
with Michael Dunlop/Rob
Fagg (Ford Escort Mk2)in
fourth place after an SS4 stall
as'Tomas Davies/EurigDavies
(FiestaR5)alsodropped time
withapuncture.

Mackinnon’s challenge for
victory suffered a blow on
Saturday’s openingtestin
SS9, The Curraghs, whena
puncture costhim 41 seconds.
Worse was tofollow on SS12as
the power steering went on the
Fiestaand afurther minute
was dropped as he struggled
through three stagesinthe
north of theisland before
the steeringrack could be
changed at service.

Itleft Newby in complete
control, fastest orjoint fastest
oneach stage of theday apart
from thefinal SS17, to push his
final victory marginto2milis.

Davies climbed to third,
happier on the fastand flowing
stagesasrain came and went,
until abroken driveshaft on
SS13 Andreasputhimout.
Dudgeonalsoretired with
ablown turboand James
MacGillivray/Ian Fraser
(Subaru) a broken manifold.

The Cannellsthen
reinherited third until the
Mitsubishi developed a misfire
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that worsened, and they were
overhauled by Dunlop on
SS15, scoringanimpressive
podium finish despitearun
upabankinSSi12inthe
slippery conditions.

For Cannell, there was
the consolation thatfourth
place brought withitafourth
Motor Mall Manx Rally
Championshiptitle.

Dan Colley/Charlotte
Shimmin (Lancer E9)hada
trouble-freeruntofifth, ahead
of Alan Kirkaldy/Cameron
Fair. Thelatter crew had
excelled on the second day,
movingupfroman overnight
11thplacedespitearunupa
bank on SS15. For Kirkaldy, it
was afirst ‘proper’ eventon
closed-roads with pacenotes.

Timmy and Cliona Collins
(SubaruImpreza) were delayed
by abroken exhaust mounting
on Saturday morningand
finished seventh ahead of
Kevin Davies/Max Freeman
(Ford Escort).

George Collister/Adam Yates
(BMW E30) were denied atop 10
finish by abroken differential
on SS15asJonathan Mounsey/
Richard Wardle (E9) took ninth
place with CalumandIain
Duffy enjoying their Manx
debuttocomplete the top 10.
Results
1 Arron Newhy/Rory Kennedy (Subaru Impreza)
1h36m35s; 2 Paul Mackinnon/Tom Woodburn (Ford
Fiesta R5) +2m11s; 3 Michael Dunlop/Rob Fagg
(Ford Escort Mk2); 4 Nigel Cannell/ Kayleigh Cannell
(Mitsubishi Lancer E9); 5 Dan Colley/ Charlotte
Shimmin (Lancer E9); 6 Alan Kirkaldy/ Cameron Fair
(Ford Escort Mk2); 7 Timmy Collins/ Cliona Collins
(Impreza); 8 Kevin Davies/ Max Freeman (Escort); 9
Jonathan Mounsey/ Richard Wardle (Lancer E9); 10
Calum Duffy/lain Duffy (Escort MK2). Class winners:
Stephen Bettridge/ lan Postlethwaite (Vauxhall
Corsa); lan Chadwick/ Kevin Horgan (Skoda Fabia

R2); Davies/ Freeman; Kirkaldy/ Fair; Cannell/
Cannell; Chris Heyes/ Howard Alinson (BMW E30).

lastfew
months
ourtech
team
hasbeen
toili
toconstruct thisnew
site from scratch, and
tofinally give MNthe
dedicated digital presence
the title deserves. Itisthe
latest investment made
inthe titleunderits
ownershipof the
Motorsport Network.
Please have a pokearound,
takein thestories and
columms, and also check out
what events are comingup
near vouinourregularly

updated What's On section.
Goingforward weaimto
provide series-specific sub-
menus, giving you direct links
toeverything from the British
Touring Car Championship
and British GT, through to
World Rallying, Rallycross
and club-level competition.

Thiswebsiteisakey
development in the future
of Motorsport News, but we
alsowon't be forgetting our
heritage. Thisisnota
replacement forthe
weekly newspaper, more
acomplement toit.

The paper copy of MNwill
continue unaltered, with the
website simply providinga
new outlet for us tocreate

fresh content, try new things
and bring you the biggest
national motorsportstories
asand when they happen.

Thesiteisstillinits
development span, meaning
weneed your feedback on
your experiences of using
itin order tomake further
improvements toit for
the future.

Yourfeedback will help to
ensurethat we give youthe
best final product we can.

Togiveusyour views,
contact uson Twitter
(@MNMotorsport), via
Facebook or viaemail
lettersi@motorsport-news.co.
uk.

Go to TS HIATR.ERIL to check it out
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BRANDS HATCH: CSCC BY RK PAULSON
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Fluffed gear change
didn’t cost Everett

lan Everett overcame a
30-second penalty for previous
winners to claim a thrilling
Swinging Sixties race at
Brands Hatch.

In very tricky conditions, he
squeaked home despite losing 8s
to Dan Williamson’s monstrous
Chevrolet Corvette on the final
lap when a fluffed gearchange
locked his diminutive BMW
1502’s wheels.

Donington winner Williamson
earlier handicapped himself by
taking his own penalty twice, the
first—incorrectly —in his own pit
box. Wil Arif handed Dean Halsey
theleadin their penalty-free
Datsun 240Zbutit slipped to sixth
attheflag, with Richard Wilson’s
MG completing the podium.

Swinging Sixties polesitter
Richard Wheeler crashed his
Lotus Elan on oil on the openinglap
butmade amendsin the Tin Tops.
Wheeler dropped to third at the
startbut made up ground to pit his
Ford Fiestain thelead. Co-driver
Jake Hill emerged in second after
servinga30s winner’s penalty,
but the British Touring Carracer
clawed back over 20s to pass Danny
Cassar—who was struggling with
wet tyresonadryingtrack —-injust
sixlaps. The Reece Jones/Wayne
Crabtree Honda Civic overhauled

David and Tom Hutchins’ similar
car for third.

Surviving scares when Wheeler
skated across the gravel and then
Hilldrove partof alap withno
lights, the duo won Saturday’s
second Night Race by more than
alapfrom Tom Mensley’s Renault
Clio. Early leaders Cassarand
Garry Barlowlost time when
heldinthe pitsunder asafety car,
droppingtosixth.

On-the-road winner Bill Hardy
was slapped with a one-minute
penalty for passing the safety carin
thefirstracein darkness, relegating
his Vauxhall Corsa tosixth. That
handed the win to Mark Lucock’s
Ford Escort MKk1, which -together
with Alistair Lindsay —passed
Everett’s BMW on thefinallap
whenit was baulked at Surtees.

Nicholas Grindrod prevented Tim
Davisscoringadoublein Sunday’s
Catherham-dominated night races
by prevailinginaterrificscrapin
the second, longer stanza. The
pair had onlookers holding their
breath asthey traded thelead while
duckingin and out of backmarkers,
until aspinfor Graham Charman’s
Ginetta G55—-theleadingnon-
Caterham-brought out a safety
carandthenredflags. Davis
comfortably won the shorter
racefrom Hugh Coulter.

BTCC racer Hill (53) passed Cassar (30) for win

PENALTY DOESN'TDENY.EVERETT WIN

Arace-longtussleinthe
Magnificent Sevens also
involved Davis, who eventually
had to settle for second to Simon
Smith. Third-placed Gary Bate’s
challengefadedin the closing
laps, along with his tyres.

“Thebest weekend’sracingl
think I’'ve ever had,” declared Davis,
who claimed more silverware with
second placein the Open Series
race. Darren Burke had helped Paul
Lewistoamaiden victory aboard
their Caterham Supersportin
that. Behind Davis’s C400 version,
Christian Szaruta survived a spin
atPaddock tofinish thirdin the
David Rowe-started Supersport.

James Ramm chargedtoa
dominant Jaguar Saloon and
GT Championship double. Pole
and a pair of fastestlaps completed
anear-perfect weekend for the
Essexdriver thatlefthimtied on
points—and awaiting countback
confirmation-with Rodney Frost.
The South African won his class
in eachrace with a pair of third
places. Thetitle challenge of Colin
Philpott, secondinrace one,
evaporated when he spunand
benthis steeringat the start of
race two. Guy Connew took
advantage torecord his best
finish of the yearin second.

Theex-DTM Audi V8 quattro of

Andy Woods-Dean and Martin
Johnstonrumbled to Future

Classics victory after Brian Lilley’s
Ford Sierra Cosworth—shared with *

Aaron Tucker—was black-flagged
duetotyreirregularities. Dan
Rogers’s Mazda MX-5inherited
second when Neil Fowler crashed
hisMG B within sight of theflag,
justholding off the Aston Blake/
Joshua Waddington Porsche 944.
Atthe wheel of an AudiRS3
TCR, novicedriver Sam De Haan
took amaiden wininthe New
Millennium contest, on only his
second race weekend. After a slow
pitstop, Graham Charman’s G55
was chasingdown De Haan until he
spun at Clearways. Charman
slipped tofourthasaresult, behind
the Amspeed BMWs of Mark
Smith/David Cuff and Dominic
Malone who were both saddled
with winners’ penalties.
Pittingjust beforeamid-racered
flag—for the inverted Ford Puma of

Luke Johnson-waskey to Nicholas

Olson claiming Modern Classics
laurels. He coaxed home his Lotus
Espritamid worryingrattles from
itsdifferential. Rob Hardy and
Laurence Squires benefited
similarly, with Michael Russell’s
BMW M3 best of those who had to
pitaftertherestart,infourth. Jon
Attard won the Ford Puma class.

Swinging Sixties (24 laps) 1 lan Everett
(BMW 1502); 2 Dan Williamson (Chevrolet
Corvette) +0.401s; 3 Richard Wilson (MG B
Roadster); 4 Matthew Howell/Julian Howell
(Austin Mini); 5 Raymond Barrow (Chevrolet
Camaro); 6 Wil Arif/ Dean Halsey (Datsun
240Z). Class winners Williamson; Howell/
Howell; Arif/ Halsey; Tom Pead (BMW 1600
Ti); Andy Edwards/Stewart Lyddall (Ford
Falcon); Paul Wybrow (MG B Roadster).
Fastest lap Williamson 1m07.223s
(64.68mph). Pole Richard Wheeler/

Jake Hill (Lotus Elan). Starters 34.

Tin Tops (29 laps) 1 Richard Wheeler/
Jake Hill (Ford Fiesta ST); 2 Garry Barlow/
Danny Cassar (Honda Integra Type R)
+15.329s; 3 Reece Jones/Wayne Crabtree
(Honda Civic Type R); 4 David Hutchins/Tom
Hutchins (Honda Civic R); 5 Bill Hardy
(Vauxhall Corsa SRI); 6 Colin Simpson/
Steven Simpson (Peugeot 206 RC). CW
Barlow/ Cassar; Hardy; Tom Mensley
(Renault Clio 172); Shaun Ely/Brian
Roebuck (Honda Civic); Jack Lemmer
(Peugeot 106 Rallye). FL Hill 55.134s
(78.87mph). P Wheeler/Hill. S 30.

Night Race (13 laps) 1 Mark Lucock
(Ford Escort Mk1 RS2000); 2 Alistair
Lindsay (Volkswagen Golf GTi Mk2)
+1.060s; 3 lan Everett (BMW 1502); 4
Ryan Mone (Porsche 944 S2); 5 Steven
Simpson (Peugeot 206 RC); 6 Bill Hardy
(Vauxhall Corsa SRI). CW Lindsay; Everett;
Simpson. FL Simpson 56.265s (77.28mph).
P Simpson. $ 11. Race 2 (33 laps) 1
Richard Wheeler/Jake Hill (Ford Fiesta ST);
2 Tom Mensley (Renault Clio 172) +1 lap; 3
Kevin Glover/Henry Wright (Ford Fiesta ST);
4 Tony Maryon (Porsche 944 S2); 5 Steven
Grove (Lotus Elise S1); 6 Danny Cassar/
Garry Barlow (Honda Integra Type R). CW
Maryon; Grove; Matthew Howell/Julian
Howell (Austin Mini); Andy Edwards/
Stewart Lyddall (Ford Falcon); Mark
Lillington/Tom Moss (MG B GT V8). FL Hill
55.010s (78.96mph). P Wheeler/Hill. S 30.
Race 3 (11 laps) 1 Tim Davis (Caterham
C400); 2 Hugh Coulter (Caterham CA00)
+16.732s; 3 Michael Russell (BMW M3 Evo
E36); 4 Lucky Khera (BMW M3 E46); 5
Dave Griffin (BMW M3 E46); 6 Oliver Clarke
(Ford Fiesta ST). CW Russell; Khera. FL
Davis 51.811s (83.93mph). P Davis. 8 9.
Race 4 (21 laps) 1 Nicholas Grindrod
(Caterham R300); 2 Davis +3.711s; 3
Darren Burke/ Paul Lewis (Caterham
Supersport); 4 Colin Watson (Caterham
C400); 5 Khera; 6 David Rowe/ Christian
Szaruta (Caterham Supersport). CW
Burke/ Lewis; Khera; Jonathan Evans
(Porsche Boxster S); Colin Tester (Ford
Puma). FL Davis 50.725s (85.72mph). P
Watson. § 26.

Magnificent Sevens (40 laps) 1 Simon
Smith (Caterham CSR); 2 Tim Davis
(Caterham C400) +0.915s; 3 Gary Bate
(Caterham CSR); 4 Nicholas Grindrod
(Caterham R300); 5 Richard Carter
(Caterham R300); 6 Stefan Kipfer
(Caterham CSR). CW Davis; Hugh Coulter
(Caterham C400); Paul Lewis/ Darren
Burke (Caterham Supersport); Stephen

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Rachel Bourne

Storey/Andrew Tidy (Caterham Blackhird);
Alex Harbour (Caterham Supersport);
William Redman (Caterham 420R); Mark
Horton (Caterham 7 Supersport). FL Davis
49.592s (87.68mph). P Smith. S 23.

Open Series (24 laps) 1 Darren Burke/
Paul Lewis (Caterham Supersport); 2 Tim
Davis (Caterham C400) +5.179s; 3 David
Rowe/ Christian Szaruta (Caterham
Supersport); 4 Mathew Evans (BMW M3
E46); 5 Colin Watson (Caterham C400); 6
Man Cooper/ Kevin Cooper (Caterham
Super Seven). CW Davis; Evans; Watson;
Christopher Bassett (Peugeot 205 GTi);
Aston Blake/Joshua Waddington (Porsche
944 82); Jack Lemmer (Peugeot 106
Rallye); Clive Sawkins/David Ellesley
(BMW Mini Cooper S R53). FL Davis
1m04.487s (67.43mph). P Davis. S 28.

Jaguar Saloon and GT (13 laps) 1
James Ramm (XJS); 2 Colin Philpott
(XJS) +7.212s; 3 Rodney Frost (XJS); 4
Derek Pearce (XK8); 5 Tom Robinson
(XJR); 6 Guy Connew (XJ6 S2). CW Frost;
Pearce; Michael Holt (XJ40 XJR). FL
Ramm 57.442s (75.70mph). P Ramm. §
21. Race 2 (11 laps) 1 Ramm; 2 Connew
+15.826s; 3 Frost; 4 Robinson; 5 Tom
Butterfield (XJS); 6 Patrick Doyle (XJS).
CW Frost; Robinson; Holt. FL Ramm
54.917s (79.18mph). P Ramm. S 21.

Future Classics (27 laps) 1 Andy
Woods-Dean/Martin Johnston (Audi V8
quattro Saloon); 2 Dan Rogers (Mazda
MX-5 Mk1) +43.535s; 3 Aston Blake/
Joshua Waddington (Porsche 944 $2); 4
Tony Maryon (Porsche 944 §2); 5 Tim
Bates (Porsche 911 SC); 6 Sam Smith
(Mazda MX-5 Mk1). CW Rogers; Blake/
Waddington; Bates; Alistair Lindsay
(Volkswagen Golf GTi Mk2); Russell
McCarthy (MG B GT V8); Mark Lucock
(Ford Escort Mk1 RS2000); Ben Tovey/
Jonnie Wheeler (MG B GT). FL Woods-
Dean 1m02.100s (70.02mph). P Brian
Lilley/Aaron Tucker (Ford Sierra Cosworth).
$31.

New Millennium (36 laps) 1 Samuel de
Haan (Audi RS3 TCR); 2 Mark Smith/David
Cuff (BMW M3 Evo E36) +7.903s; 3
Dominic Malone (BMW M3 Evo E36); 4
Graham Charman (Ginetta G55); 5 Mathew
Evans (BMW M3 E46); 6 Oliver Clarke
(Ford Fiesta ST). CW Smith/ Cuff;
Charman; Clarke; Nick Halstead (Ginetta
G40 GT5); Dennis Hays/James Grange
(Ford Mondeo ST); Alexander Tait/Richard
Clarke (Renault Clio); Karl Weaver
(Porsche Cayman S). FL Malone 52.421s
(82.95mph). P Evans 59.542s. § 19.

Modern Classics (14 laps) 1 Nicholas
Olson (Lotus Esprit $3); 2 Rob Hardy
(Porsche Boxster ) +11.417s; 3 Laurence
Squires (BMW 323i E36); 4 Michael
Russell (BMW M3 Evo); 5 Dave Griffin
(BMW M3 E36); 6 Gavin Dunn (BMW 328i
E36). CW Hardy; Russell; Jon Attard (Ford
Puma); Tina Cooper/David Sharp (Lotus
Elise S1). FL Griffin 53.566s (81.18mph). P
Griffin. S 28.

SOFA KINGS WERE THEFASTESTIN RoR

The SofaKing Fast team of Caroline
Everett, Jay McCormack and James
Beardwell led home a quartet of
Caterham teams, asthey dominated
this year’s Race of Remembrance.

Thefirstsix-hourpartof therace
ranindry conditions until 2100hrs
on Saturday and early on the British
Sports Car Services Lotus Exige
of Alan Henderson, Xavier Brooke,
Nicolas Maduz and Tim Gray set
thepace, before McCormack gave
SofaKinga spell of leadershipon
the62ndlap.

Laterintothe evening Gray pitted
with severe vibration and handling
problems with the Exige, but they
fared better than the Datum
Motorsport 1 Exige, which Wade
Eastwood had into second before
Charles Graham crashed out at
Turnlinthethird hour.

The Caterhams were alsoarelay
class and, after four hours, Mad Cat
Racing’s Douglas Thain/Matthew
Welch had alap onfellow Caterham
crews SofaKingand CTS
Motorsport 2 (Peter Reynolds/

Peter Walters/Geoff Price).

Thesafety car had plenty of action
intothenightasdid the stop-go
penalty box. When theflag came out
toend partone, it was McCormack to
theforefor Sofa King, with Mad
Cat’s Welch one lap down, from
Team Tivarney’s Tom John.

The Datum Motorsport 2 Elise of
John Lamaster and Craig Denman
wasthefirstnon-Caterhamin
fourth place, before more
Caterhamsin CTS Motorsport1’s
Russ Olivantand APBRacing’s
Andrew Burd completed the top six.

Sunday started wet and continued
in similar showery conditions but
the SofaKingtrio continued to
dominate and only lost thelead
duringthe exchangesin the pits,
althoughnone of the top four
could be completely discounted.

Beardwell was given the privilege
of takingitto theflagfor SofaKing,
with only the CTS Motorsport1car
inRob Watts’shands on the same
lap, after sterling drives from
team-mates Alex Jordan/Olivant.

——

CTS Motorsport2completed
the podium, from Mad Catand the
Datum Motorsport 2 Elise, with
Caterhams of SPD Racing, Toby
Clowes Racingand APBRacing
nexthome. Heroes Trophy Winners
for first non-relay car was Rob
Boston Racinginninth, despite
Peter Mansfield spinning off at
Churchin closingminutes. He
shared withrace debutants Chris
Gordon snd Scott Armstrong.

ofa King crew of Everett, McCormack and Beardwell triumphed

The Tivarney Caterham squad
hadlooked set forastrongfinish but
astop-gopenalty put them out of
thetop10.

Dan Welch had the Roddison
Motorsport 1 Mazda Mazda MX-5
intothetop10afterastrongdrive
on Saturday evening, but after Paul
Roddison/Jon Halliwell had kept it
incontention, exhaust maladies
dropped themto15th.

Tom Onslow-Cole/Josh Caygill’s

Milltek Sport Toyota GT86 was
an early casualty after contact,
butalong with the Datum
Motorsport 1 Exige, they were
two of only four unclassified
finishers from the 43 starters.

There was a five-car class for
Citroen C1s which spent much
of thetimein close formation,
before the spoils went to BS
Motorsport’s Ben Short, Matt
Shortand Ben Hancy.

Meyrick Cox’s team of Andrew
McKay, Matt Maxted and Gary
Dunninghadbuiltagood lead,

but their car had to have an engine

change which left them fourth
behind PT Sportscar (Charlie

Martin/Andrew Faulkner/Justin

Beadle/Thomas Clynes)and
Advantec (Sean Whatley/Matt
O’Hare/Chris Williams/Alistair
Weaver).In the Heroes Trophy
the Datum Motorsport 3 Elise
of Ben Brooks/Lee Brooks/
Phil Grayson followed home the
similar Rob Boston car, with the
RKC TGM Honda Civic of Ricky
Coomber, Tom Gannon and
Mark Simmons third.

ARESULTS |
* | Race of Remembrance (358 laps)
1 Sofa King Fast (Caroline Everett/Jay
McCormack/James Beardwell)
(Caterham Tracksport); 2 CTR
Matorsport 1 (Alex Jordan/Russ
Olivant/ Rob Watts) (Caterham 270R)
+2m14.091s; 3 CTS Motorsport 2
(Peter Reynolds/ Peter Walters/ Geoff
Price) (Caterham 270R); 4 Mad Cat
Racing (Douglas Thain/ Matthew
Welch) (Caterham 270R); 5 Datum
Motorsport 2 (Craig Denman/John
Lamaster) (Lotus Elise); 6 SPD Racing
(Steven McCulley/ Donald Henshall/
Paul Aram) (Caterham 310R). Class
winners Merlu Motorsport (Marco
Aghem/Davide Bernacchi/ David
Galliano/ Dario Gambino) (Mazda
MX-5); BS Motorsport (Ben Short/
Matt Short/Ben Hancy) (Citroen C1
Challenge); Denman/ Lamaster; RKC
TGM (Rick Coomber/Tom Gannon/
Mark Simmons) (Honda Civic); Paul
Sheard Racing (Carl Gamett/ Pete
Edwards/Steve Dolman/Adam Bessell)
(Mazda MX-5); DDCR Racing (David
Drinkwater/ Robin Welsh/ Clive
Brookson/Dan Collett) (BMW
Compact); Rob Boston Racing (Peter
Mansfield/Scott Armstrong/ Chris
Gordon) (Lotus Elise). Fastest lap
British Sports Car Services (Alan
Henderson/Xavier Brooke/ Nicolas
Maduz/Tim Gray) (Lotus Exige)
1m38.293s (76.91mph). Pole British
Sports Car Services. Starters 43.
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istory will
show that
Johan
Kristoffersson
dominated the
2017 World
Rallycross
Championshipin terms of pure
statistics. For the most part those
figures are correct, and the
Swedish star concluded his
title-winning campaign with a
dominant display in the final six
laps of the yearin South Africato
claim his seventh victory of 2017.

The majority of Kristoffersson’s
triumphs this season have come from
dominating events. However, at the
new South African rallycross circuit
on the outskirts of Cape Town, it was
his compatriot Timmy Hansen who
was best placed to score his first win
of the campaign, had things played
outalittle differently for the
Peugeot-Hansen driver.

Amark of atrue championis being
able to take advantage when
everythingis workingin your favour,
butalso achieving success when
you’re arguably not the fastest, too.
Justask Mattias Ekstrom, whose four
2017 victories were down to the
outgoing champion’s outright ability
and opportunisticracecraftin an
Audi S1thatjustdidn’t have the raw
pace of PSRX Volkswagen Sweden’s
Polo GTI.

And that’s what Kristoffersson did
on thenew circuit near Cape Town, in
the shadow of Table Mountain.

He might have taken maximum
points by topping the intermediate
classification, winning semi-final one
and thefinal, but the South African
event was areal opportunity for the
Peugeot, and to alesser extent Ford-
backed teams, to claim victory.

Hansen laid out his stall by stopping
the clocks first in free practice two on
Saturday morning after Hoonigan
Racing Division driver, Andreas
Bakkerud, had been fastestin FP1.In
Q1 Hansen set the fastest time, but
dropped down the overall order to
fourth when, like many of the
frontrunners, he picked up a front-
left puncturein Q2.

STARD driver Janis Baumanis was
quickestin Q2tomove to second at
the end of the opening day, behind
leader Ken Block who, in hisfinal
outingin the series with the Ford
Focus RS RX, had been fifth and then
second tolead overnight.

On Sunday morning, Kristoffersson
setthefastesttimein Q3, butin the
final race of Q4 Hansen pitched his
208 WRX sideways at Turn 1 around
the outside and led from the front to
sethissecond fastest time of the
weekend. With that, hemoved to
second in the Intermediate
Classification behind Kristoffersson,
whohad alsolost time in Q2and was
twice second to Hansenin Q1 and Q4.

Kristoffersson led the first semi-
final from lights-to-flag, despite
slowing on the exit of his sixth lap
joker. His team-mate, Petter Solberg,
entered the final round separated
from Ekstrom by just one pointinthe
standings for second overall. With
Ekstromright behind his Poloin the
semi-final race, Kristoffersson’s slow
exitfrom the joker allowed Solberg,
who had already taken his extra-
route, to close the gap.

Ekstrom tried to squeeze his Audi
between Kristoffersson’s Polo and the
barrier at the joker merge, before
having side-by-side contact with
Solberg on the main track. His car
leaptinto the air and that forced him
tocutthelast-corner chicane.

Ekstrominitially finished second
behind the new champion, but

The Swede left it
late but won again

Photos: fiaworldrallycross.com

LIVESUPTOCHAMPIONBILLING

POS | DRIVER
Johan Kristoffersson

FIAWorld Rallycross Championship, round 12/12
When:November 11/12Where: Cape Town, South Africa Starters: 38

| CAR

| TIME

Volkswagen Polo 4m23.751s

Timmy Hansen

Peugeot 208 +0.918s

Mattias Ekstrom

Audi S1 +2.951s

Petter Solberg

Volkswagen Polo +3.417s

Timo Scheider

Ford Fiesta +5.428s

Kevin Hansen

Peugeot 208 DNF

5Timmy Hansen 201; 6 Andreas Bakkerud 194.

Guillaume De Ridder; 6 Dan Rooke.

World RX Drivers Championship (final standings): 1 Kristoffersson 316; 2 Ekstrom 256; 3 Solberg 251; 4 Sebastien Loeb 214;

World RX Teams Championship (final standings): 1 PSRX Volkswagen Sweden 549; 2 Team Peugeot-Hansen 414; 3EKS 381;
4 Hoonigan Racing Division 311; 5 MJP Racing Team Austria 219, 6 STARD 176.
RX2 (6 laps) (All Supercar Lites): 1 Cyril Raymond 4m31.884s; 2 Sondre Evjen +5.668s; 3 Tanner Whitten; 4 Vasily Gryazin; 5

following the event was dropped to
third behind Solberg.

Inthe second semi-final Hansen lost
ground as part of asix-car scruminto
the Turn 2right-hander. Block
emerged on top but would later be
passed by Hansen after the Swede took
amid-racejokertojoin Kristoffersson
onthefrontrow for the final.

Block had made it through to his
firstfinal of the season as team-mate
Bakkerud missed out. However, Block
was removed from contention when
he was disqualified for the car being
underweight because the Focus had
lost most of its front bodywork in the
semi-final battle.

Atthestart of the final Hansen was
forced wide at Turn 1, which was the
result of a concertina effect of contact
in the entry of the corner, and dropped
tofourth. Kristoffersson led Ekstrom
and Solberg.

Hansen took alap-one joker tour as
Ekstrom and Solberg battled for the
place that would ultimately decide
who would be championship runner-

up. Hansen later passed both the
previous World RX title-holders and
Timo Scheider when the trio took
their respective joker laps.

Upfront, Kristoffersson led
throughout, but Hansen’s push after

breaking free from traffic with his lap-
onejoker was almost enough to catch

the new champion. Kristoffersson
just came out of the extra-routein
front to notch up another win with
Hansen forced to settle for second.
Ekstrom’s third place finish was
enough for him to wrap up second in
the standings ahead of Solberg, who

crossed the line just behind the Swede

having made numerous attempts to
find a way past.

Scheider was fifth, but Kevin
Hansen, who qualified for the final
when Block was disqualified from
the semi-finals, didn’t make it more
than afew metresinto the last

race of the season when the propshaft
on his 2016-specification Peugeot 208

broke as helaunched away from the
startline.

Upside down Rooke claims RX2 runner-up spot

Almost mirroring Kristoffersson’s
performance, butin the RX2
International Series support
category, already-crowned
champion Cyril Raymond claimed
another win to finish his season in
South Africa despite notleading
the field on the opening day at the
Killarney circuit.

Renault Formula 1 engineer
Guillaume De Ridder was twice
fastestin Q1 and Q2tolead
overnight and won his semi-final,
despitelosing timein the later
qualifyingraces.

But, as Raymond led both his first
semi-final and the final to win his
sixth event from seven, De Ridder
retired from the final with a fuel
pressure sensorissue.

The Belgian driver had entered
thefinal round in a battle for
second in the points with out-going
British Rallycross champion Dan
Rooke. The British driver secured
the position in the intermediate
classification, and then made itinto
thefinal with third in semi-final
one. However, herolled out of the
final onlap two, ending his maiden
international season on hisroof in
sad fashion.

Raymond won the restarted race
from JC Raceteknik driver Sondre
Evjenand American Tanner
Whitten. Former European Rally
Championship frontrunner Vasily
Gryazin held a podium position for
much of thefinal but dropped to
fourth as the joker laps played out.

Ken Block’s Hoonigan Ford bowed out after a damaging semi final
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Whorton-Eales will &
be a blue-grader §§

By MattJames

British Touring Car
Championship racer Ant
Whorton-Eales says he
faces an uphill task to claim
back-to-back BriSCA F1
Under 25 championships
when he takes partin this
year’s clash at Birmingham
Wheels this weekend.

The 23-year-old, whose uncle
isF1legend Murray Harrison,
claimed the titlein 2016 but the

rules have since been changed.
Itisnolonger a one-off race,
and Whorton-Eales had to
take partinatleastthree
rounds this year, which he
hasalready done.

That means he will line up
onthegridasabluegraderin
themiddle of the pack due to
hisresultsin2017. “Itis going
tobe hard from there, because
they are a bunch of nutters!

“WhenIwon before, I went
off the front which madeit

easier. Thistime,Iamin the
middle of theaction. The
red-graders [the top drivers
who start from the back] are
pretty smartand they know
itisalongracetogetthrough
the pack, where the blue-
graders tend to panic a bit.
It will be hard work, butI
amlookingforwardtoit.”
The BriSCA F1 Gala Night
isat Birmingham Wheels
Raceway and the event
startsat1700hrs.

Photos: Colin Casserley, mkpics.net

Ekstrom says his future in WRX depends on Audi’s renewed commitment to series

EKS World Rallycross team
owner and driver Mattias
Ekstrom is positive about his
outfit’s chances of continuing
in World RX with Audibacking
in2018.

The squad secured official
Audi support for the 2017 season
butrecently putits Audi S1
quattro Supercars up for sale.
Ekstrom has confirmed that the

current cars have now been sold,

and that new machines will be
built for 2018if signaturesto
confirmthe project are secured.
“Thingslook good but we are
missing some signatures,” the
Swede told Motorsport News.
“The cars have new owners and
we are still workingflat out to
try and nail all that [details on
World RX 2018 programme].

“Wesstillneed adecision
tobeready in time before
Christmas. If we can putour
plansfor the team and for
myself before Christmas,
thenIwould be pleased.”

Ekstrom said he won’t
continue the programme
without works backing from
Audi. “ThisI'vesaid foralong

time, it’s pretty clear,” he said.

“Weneed tofind a bit of pace,
that’sone thing, butalso the big
pictureto get commitment from
all of the partnersthat you can
continue because we are still
dependant on every single one.
We have been workingnon-stop,
we are developing and we know
what will be the next stepand
soon. It’snotthat we have been
waiting and not working.”

BriSCAFL
SMITH JR WRAPS IT UP IN THE HEATS

BriSCA F1: Birmingham
By Colin Casserley

Organiser: Startrax When: November 12 Where:
Belle Viue, Manchester Starters: 31.

Goinginto thefinal round of
theshootout at Belle Vue, Stuart
Smith Jrknew thatif he won his
twoheatraces the title would be
hisnomatter what happened
inthefinal.

Smith duly took thefirst step
tothetitle when he barged his
opposition out of the way
earlyinheatonetoclaima
comfortable victory.

Inhissecond heat, Smith
onceagain made short work of
hisfellow title contenders and
hetracked downraceleader
James Morris, puntinghisrival
wideon thefinal turntotake the
victory and clinch the crown.

“Icame heretowinandnot
toridearound,” said thetitle

winner. “It’s greatto win the
National Series Shootout.
Thaveraced every round to
win, notjustto collect points
andithas worked.”
Smith’sluckranoutinthefinal
whenhetangled early intherace
and wasforced toretire. Danny
Wainman avoided several
spinningcarsto claim thelead
of therace, butas he attempted
topasssomebackmarkers he
lostmomentum allowing
JohnDowsonJrtograba
race-winninglead.
“Idon’tknow whatitisabout
this place, butIjustgo well
around here,” said the victor.
“The carand thesetupjust
seemstosuitthe track. Tknow
Danny isn’t happy about the
end of therace as they were
givinghim thelap boards [to
indicate he was first], but
ITknewIwasleading.Iwas
justhopingthey hadn’t

Sm1th]r (390) took the shootout crown w1th successin heats

docked me for somereason.”
“Ilooked inmy mirror and

there wasnoone behind me so

Islowed down to make sure

of finishing,” said a confused

Wainman. His mood changed

when he realised his second

place was enough tomove him
intosecondin the National
Series Shootout standings.
Result

1 John Dowson Jr; 2 Danny Wainman; 3 Frankie
Wainman Junior Jr; 4 Ben Riley; 5 Paul Hines; 6
Russell Cooper; 7 Lee Fairhurst; 8 Bouwe-Arjen
Hiddinga; 9 Sam Makin; 10 Billy Johnson.
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NATIONAL HOT ROD SHOWMAN

MIKEY

GODFRLEY

“It was strange
watching ‘my’
car go around”

=

(/

There was ahighlight with a podium at Ipswich

he second half of the
2017 season has been a
total disaster for us and
to be honest I’mvery
glad the winter has
arrived so we can have
a bit of a break.

The qualifying campaign started badly. We
were busy prepping our usual car for British
Touring Car Championship racer Rob Austin
to use at the National Championship at
Hednesford so we put the spare car back
together for me to use for afew meetings.

Itdidn't go to plan at alland the carhad a
incurable misfire. No matter what we
changed we just couldn’t get it to clear.

Rob did well and qualified for the big race
although he was struggling with some
handling issues. My misfire was ever present
and pretty much put an end to my weekend.

With me failing to qualify | watched Rob
from the sidelines. It is very strange watching
your own car go round but it was great seeing
him qualify and finish the 75-lap race on his
first attempt.

I don't think people realise how close Hot
Rods run together until you watch your own
carin the middle of 30 cars! I felt privileged
to have aracer like Rob in our car and learned
so much from him.

Since then my own season has been
plagued by injury, illness and some general
bad luck. I have finished less than half the
races and after being disqualified at the last
meeting of the year, | have given up on
qualifying for the World Final in July next
year, which is always the highlight of the
season —so long as you make it in.

lam looking forward to the winter break,
which runs from now until March, as it will give
us chance to regroup and clear our heads.

We will rebuild the car and hopefully get it
back to where it was at the start of the season.
Next year will be my 10th season in National
Hot Rod racing and | intend on making it my
best yet.

There are plenty of races other than the
world final and if things all go to plan l intend
on doing a bit of travelling and visiting some
other tracks.

It seems along way off but | already have
some plans in my head for 2018 that will
see us trying something totally different.

Wiatch this space!

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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A glimpse of what we wanted
: DavidEvans’s
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Vettel was untouchable in Brazil. Shame it didn’t happen earlier : November edition
: onWalesRally GB.It

As soon as Sebastian Vettel capitalised on a slightly tardy getaway from fellow front-row starter Valtteri | was surprisinygto read

Bottas, the contest for the Brazilian GP was over. The German was able to control the pace, narrowly : someof thedriver

fending off an undercut to romp home to his fifth victory of the season. : feedback particularly

The Germanis on the verge of wrapping up second place in the points table. That is what we all expected at the start of i inrelationto Chester.
the season after his victory in Melbourne and it looked liked we would get a proper battle for this year's world title. : Togivesome
However, in typical Latin-style Ferrari fashion, it allimploded. : backgrounditisour  MN,November8
To match Mercedes requires a huge effort and although the Prancing Horse came up allittle bit short this season, ithas gﬁggfgﬁ%ﬁg&?ﬁ

taken substantial steps towards cutting the gap. Everyone who is a Formula 1 fan will be hoping that the trajectory that  the interface between the City of Chesterand

the team from Maranello has taken this season is the sign of a proper fight next year. World champ Lewis Hamilton has : Rally GBitself. Part of thatremitis that we

already said he is looking to scrap with Red Bull's Max Verstappen. It would be fantastic to have Vettel in there too. i don’t purely deliver the rally itself but that

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews) : thereareother events over the week within
: thecityandthat’s where Chester Rally week
: hascomefrom, thishasincluded historical

. displays within variouslocationsin the city
: overthelasttwo years seeingin themselves
. over 300 per centrisein footfall on
: comparable weeks.
Buttheinterestingfactis when, on the
: Friday, we spoke to Sebastien Ogier, Jari-Matti
Latvalaand Kris Meeke they all gotitand
: allthree were taken with the historical
: significance of the city inregards theevent
: andalsothesheerbeauty of thearchitecture.
: In2016 Seb was on the podium taking pictures
. of theclock and various other landmarks we
: have.It’sall well and good the crews enjoying
. itbutwhatabout the fans? Well how about this,
. acrowd of 10,000in 2016 and nudging 12,000
: in2017,ahigh demographic of families with
: around40per centhavingnever seen arally
: carinperson before.
: That’sahuge number of people who may
: well venture to the service park or hopefully
: Cholmondeley and then if we’re all doing
: our jobs properly become the marshals

YOUR PICS (¥©)

ART EDITOR MIKE ST[I
FAVOURITE
THE WEEK! |

e S i - i £ S : AT ¢ or competitors of the future. We’ve not
Alex Ireland enjoyed the recent drifting day at Knockhill and submit ! A ¢ eventouched on the massive media
: : b : coverage somethinglike a city centre
¢ halt can generate.

- Thereisahugeamount more we could

: dowithin the city and we’re blessed with a

: hugely supportive local authority, butindeed
: asDavid Evans says until some of those
within the sport realise the benefits above

: and supportitfinancially we'reall

: hamstrung with the level we can work at.

1 MayIjusttake this opportunity to thank

: allthe volunteer marshals and officials who
- makethisevent possible, to do what you see
: takesateam of around 70-80 persons, my

: cap doffed to youall.

: Brynmor Pierce

: Viaemail

! Teacher’s pet

: Whilstreading the latest copy of
Motorsport News, a particular subject
: came tomy mind, so thought Iwould

. Lol T ARG A : submitsomething.
A Triumph on the Malton, by Mick Straughan ¢ Occasionally, T hear snippets about British
- Touring Car Championship or similar
= . drivers using their vast experience and

: excellent, enhanced driving skills to coach
. and support younger driversin lower
: championships and give their advice toas
: experienced driversin order toimprove
: their own driving styles and techniques.
:  Ifeelthissubjectdoesn’toften getalotof
the spotlight or recognition it could do with
: inthe motorsport press. Iam surelots of fans
: would enjoy reading about these adventures
: throughout the racing season and the off
 season over winter too.
: Miranda Lane
: Via email
e 2 T ey 5 - R e = = : Editor’s note: Sounds like a great idea.
Paul Grimes caught an iconic Chevette Wales Rally GB drama, by Anthony Underwood : Itmight takea whileto sift through
: theprintable stories and those that
: aren’t, though...

DVISIT THE NEW MN WEBSITED > > WWW.MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK]

ﬂomm'mlnnuvu =

Richard Salisbury’s shot of Paul O’Neill
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FormulaVs8
3.5: Bahrain

M Race one: Friday,
1445-1615hrs, BT Sport 2

World
Endurance
Championship:
Bahrain

M Race: Saturday, 1645-
1915hrs, Eurosport 1

World Touring
Cars: Macau

M Race one: Saturday,
0545-0700hrs, Eurosport 2
W Racetwo: Sunday,
0230-0345hrs, Eurosport 1

NASCAR:
Homestead

M Race: Sunday, 1900-
0000hrs, Premier Sports

Bjorkleads theWTCC

Hamilton took first F1 win in Canada 2007

Thefinal round of the
World Rallycross
Championship comes
from South Africa
(Friday, 0955-1210hrs,
Motorsport.tv), where
2017 champion Johan
Kristoffersson will be
looking to end his
season instyle.

There's action from Down
Under as the Australian
Supercarsrace at
Auckland (Friday, 1240-
1445hrs, Motorsport.tv)
asthe battle between
Jamie Whincup and Scott
McLaughlinintensifies.

EC] motorsport.tv

TCRINTERNATIONAL:
DUBAI

Saturday, 1020-1155hrs

WORLD
ENDURANCE
CHAMPIONSHIP:
BAHRAIN

Saturday, 1245-1915hrs

RALLY AUSTRALIA,
(END OF DAY
REVIEWS)

Day 1: Friday,
1825-1855hrs
Day 2: Saturday,
1210-1245hrs
Day 3: Sunday,
1330-1400hrs

Motorsport UK will
allow youto catch-up on all
the crucial moments from
the final round of the BTCC
support series at Brands
Hatch, including Ginetta
Juniors and Renault UK
Clio Cup (Saturday,
1155-1255hrs, [TV4).

Andbegin the new week
by travelling backin time
with Classic F1 tothe
2007 Canadian Grand Prix
(Monday, 2100-2315hrs,
Sky Sports F1) as
MclLaren’s Lewis Hamilton
recorded hisfirst victory
inthe top flight.

Porsche #2 has won crown

BRITS NORRIS

LIVE WRC

Rally Australia,
BT Sport

Friday

M End of day one review:
Friday, 1730-1800khrs,

BT Sport 1

Saturday

W SS13 (Argents Hill):
Saturday, 0200-0300hrs,
BT Sport 2

M End of day two review:
Saturday, 1900-1930hrs,
BT Sport3

W SS19 (Wedding Bells 1)
Saturday, 2200-2300hrs,
BT Sport 2

Sunday

W SS21(Wedding Bells
11): Sunday, 0200-0330hrs,
BT Sport3

M End of day three
review: Sunday, 2145~
2215hrs, BT Sport 1

Red Bull TV

M End of day one review:

Friday, 1100-1130hrs

M SS13: Saturday, 0150hrs
M End of day two review:

Saturday, 1100-1130hrs

M End of day three review:
Sunday, 1100-1130hrs

Channel5
M Highlights: Monday,
1900-2000hrs

Ogler took titleinWales
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Photo: Rachel Bourne, LAT :

Contact 0843 453 9000

! SUNDAY
: BAnglesey, NWales

: BRSCC meeting:

: Monoposto, FF1600, Sports/
: Saloons Starts racing from

: 1100hrs (qualifying from

: 0900hrs) Admission Adult

i £10childfree

IND ILOTT HEZ

Formula Fords willbe in action at Anglesey again

: RACING

: SATURDAY/

. SUNDAY

: mBrands Hatch, Kent

. BARC meeting: Ginetta

+ Junior, Mini Seven, Mini Miglia,
: Renault Clio Junior, Britcar,

: Intermarque, Sports/Saloons
: Starts Saturday, racing from

: 1130hrs (qualifying from

: 0900hrs) Sunday, racing from
i 1135hrs (qualifying from

i 1000hrs) Admission adult
£15,under 13 free

: Web msv.com

: Web angleseycircuit.com
: Contact01407811400

: RALLYING

: SATURDAY

: mCadwell Park,

! Lincolnshire

: NHMC Cadwell Stages
: Rally, MN Circuit Rally
: Championship

: Starts 0835hrs Admission
: online £15, gate £20

: Web nhmccadwellstages.
org.uk

SPORTING SCENE
: SATURDAY

! EBirmingham

: Wheels

i BriSCAF1

¢ Starts 1700hrs Admission
: adults £22, children (5-14)

: £8Web brisca.com

! Details correct attime of press

WHO WILL TRIUMPH ON

THE STREETS OF MACAU?

PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS, VIEWS ANI
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SPARES AND ACCESSORIES
Dominate the competition www.kaylan.co.uk

Hawk and Carbotech
motorsport compounds MOTORSPORT

MUNICRAL

CONSTRUCTION
+HIGHANT

= Oy \ performance plastic...

formula in high

MINING+
OUARRYING

Nothing endures the punishment received by the underside of a World Rally car better than Kaylan

y r .... | Resistant to both high impact and abrasion, our special elastomers are purpose-built to withstand
" = repeated flexing, extreme ion, and just about anything that a forest or gravel track might throw at it
Mo wonder then that the world's top rally teams choose Kaylan mudflaps and underbody protection. Join the likes of
i Ford, Subaru, Nissan, Mitsubishi and Seat and change to Kaylan
\PenrronrmAancE snaxes B . www.cambridgemotorsport.com

* Mudflags [bath moulded and punched) » Protection far; Trailing Arms, Gearbox, Rose Joists, Toe Links, Differential and General Underbody Protection

cam bfidge sales@cambridgemotorsport.com AERDSPACE » WWheel Arch Lining = Engine and Gearbos Mounts » Bushes and Bumpstops = Smp and Tank Guards + Bespokr Moulded Parts » Full Cutting Scrvice Avallable
MOtOfsport Parts  (0)146 T: +44 (0)1274 590824 g/ F: +44 (0)1274 531409

Kay-Dee Engineering Plastics Ltd

PERSPEX WINDOWS DID Please contact Ron Aiken at ron@mainline-haulage.co.uk

Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or YOU KNOW? or call 07771 856338 to enquire.

clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents, i Viewings available in Willenhall, West Midlands
full thermo-forming service now available. 15% of our readers

>>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT<<<<<

have been reading

20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ

Tel: 0113 250 9852 years. Advertising

in Motorsport News

helps you put your

advert in front of a : oy . 3 Ca §o3

loyal audience who s e ; quipment 1N £ 600 tage ‘miles_
: : ai

Roce Exhoaoust= trust the title.
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

@ Fqllaw Us_ Like Us \ Vi
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts [ A“ov‘ﬂ'heelrepairs.com]
01753532222 | Simpson Exhausts

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

«Wheels chemically stripped, fne bead
blasted and powder coated.

«Wheels inserted and PCD and ofset

FABRICAGESE|| @QFD |~ mm—

. - Manufacturers of cars and components
ROLLCAGE DESIGN AND maNuFAcTuRE | | Full range of engine components for: | | to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

___________________________________ ot ||| e EORD) TWIN-CAM| |57 500y it spings shocks, o

Tubular Steel Bending & Fabrication cages and all parts required and all
Roll Cages with over 20 years Experience LOTUS 900_SERI Es parts required to build cars to works

Your Safety is our Priority VAUXHALL XE . :F())eyce;ars of experience to share.
From Road to Race, Autograss to Rally, VAUXHALL ECOTEC IAN JEM' S ON

Historic to Current Day ROVER K-SERIES ENGINEERING

MK2 Gtoup 4 Tarmac Specification Escort AWL34V: New 2.3 John Toovey 284 bhp Vauxhall Engine

Call or bUY online! i Elite Sequential gearbox.
HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET, Electric power steering, superb interior complete with new seats.
QEDM OTO RS PO RTCOUK BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA Unused since restoration and extensive re-build (D.J Automotive, Cannock)

For friendly helpful advise contact Peter Folbigg
@ 07801749 888 f

&= fabricagebt@gmail.com

0 1509 41 2 3 17 @ 1 9 0 4 7 O 3 8 6 3_/ Offers in excess of £58,000 invited




Classified advertising: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk NOVEMBER 15 2017 33

MARKETPLACE

Orand Prix
Raceweaanr

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

W] www.proalloy.co.uk e p———— 01440 710266 75
Med ia Sa Ies Executive @ sales@proalloy.co.uk [. ‘Nu Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way
Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB

Autosport Media - Richmond ALLO Yoeoun

Currently recruiting for a Media Sales Executive to join our Print and Digital
Classified Sales Team.

The Role

Working across our Motor Racing Brands you will be responsible for generating
classified revenues from existing and new clients. You will have excellent
communication skills in order to engage in credible conversations with your
clients and uncover new revenue streams.

You will work to a clear set of objectives linked to your sales targets in order to
achieve commission which is paid monthly. The role is supported by a clearly
defined training and career progression programme.

The Candidate
We are looking for somebody that meets the following criteria:

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen

and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and
fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to
ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

h Tweet Us facebook.com/
Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from i - @ProAlloy proalloy.motorsport

drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce
bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more. VAVALA proalloy.co.u k

e Enthusiastic, inquisitive & ambitious

e A natural conversationalist with exceptional listening skills to meet the
criteria of calling 50 prospects per day

Able to build ongoing and lasting working relationships

Enjoy working within a fast-paced environment

Proven ability within a sales environment

Proficient in the use of the Microsoft office suite, Gmail, Google Drive and
MSG sales CRM

Other Information You Will Need to Know

We supply a
comprehensive range of

Vehicle
wiring products for repair,

Wi ri n g modification or complete
P rod u Cts rewire to your vehicle

DID YOU
KNOW?

75% of our
readers have

We are based in Richmond, please be aware of this when applying for roles
with us. We offer a competitive starting salary plus commission, while those
successful candidates who prove themselves will find many opportunities
for development and promotion to regularly increase their salary. We offer a
generous 25 days per year holiday entitlement, which increases year on year
by 1 day (to a max of 30). If you want to work in a fun, lively and engaging
environment, then this role will give you this opportunity.

been reading
for more than 5
years. Advertising
in Motorsport
News helps you
put your advert
in front of a loyal
audience who

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

trust the title.
To apply, send your CV and cover letter to:

molorsport

NETWORK

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.
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MARKETPLACE

Dﬂ“y Dem]n FREE! Rally Design 2018 Moforsport Catalogue!

Available from our website www.ra"ydesrgn.co. vk

on STAND 8345 NEC BIRMINGHAM 11 - 14 JANUARY 2018

mur #AUTOSPORT
e i N
HEY j

- |
LTS

BLACKLINE GAS .
CHARGED.
INSERTS | Page 82

FRONT STRUT
TUBEKIT

( Page82

ESCORT WING
BADGES

FORD TRIM CLIPS

CALIPER & GROMMETS
HEATED WINDSCREENS CARRIER ~
Escort Mk1 & 2 MOUNT Page 96-100 )

g =
\\\‘\“\\\ '”tir,,'lr

gL LTS
\\‘ a "f’fz

%, 52mm SMOKE LENS
3 5 GAUGES

’/

Y,
4,
n

Vg
\“!"r.a 22

‘\\\\\u'ﬂpllm 1,

~ o™
60mm ‘STEPPER sc, e
SWEEP’ GAUGES Page. 114 1Y g

MATCHING TACHO & SPEEDO

LOw PRICE BLACKLINE HELICAL ATB's
ENGLISH, ATLAS, SIERRA 7”, FORD FWD,
MX5, FOCUS ST170

SPECIAL
TACHOMETERS _,
ATLAS AXLE

PARTS

ATLAS |
PLATE LSD
( Page 136 }
3 ENGLISH
PLATE LSD

(Page 137 2

ATLAS INTO ENGLISH PARTS
Inc. Heavy Duty Halfshafts

CASTOR/CAMBER
GAUGE
MOUNT

(Page177

INFRA RED
THERMOMETER,
Up to 500°C

4-LEVEL .
TRO[LEY
TOOLBOX

'\:-.Page 177

ENGINE LOAD VAG SPECIAL
LEVELLER TOOLS
( __Page 189 _'Page 210_._ )

50amp PLASMA
CUTTER

Page 205 )

Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888 ww.rallydesign. €0.Uk uNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 20
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MARKETPLACE

motordrive

COMPETITION SEATING FOR MOTORSPORT

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Personal Fitting & Embroidery

. up to 8 years life
on motordrive
8855-1999
FIA seats

MotordriveSeats - the only UK manufacturer with FIA approval for an
FIA 8862-2009 Race + Rally competition seat If you would like to advertise

e Ultra light-weight carbon shell @ 10 years life
your products ox

® Fitting service for different ® Personal customer branding
sizes of driver for shells and covers

® Energy absorbing seat padding ® Market leading prices serVices here please email

® Quality British manufactured shells @ Order book open for 2018

Improve your performance in stage and on track

#AUTDSPDRT with fitted seats from motordrive Benj amin . kavanag'h@

SERVICE|SAFETY|STYLE
THE RACING motorsport.com

CAR SHOW

0203 405 8109

Telephone:

01772 624024

www.motordrive.com
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FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 150 GALLON : . ALL FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[H300mm x W300 x L900mm) ; [H610mm x W610mm x L1525mm] « = — [H250mm x W300mm x L600mm]
--—_"-._ 2 ‘ B _— '__— s 3

-F
@ﬁhETﬂﬂ
PRDJECT|

CMB-FT-020R
CUSTOM >
1 X OFF CENTER FILLER 1 X FAR SIDE FILLER g INLET, 6MM OUTLET y 1 X FAR SIDE
NECK [BAFFLED] +FORK LIFT BRACKETS [BAFFLED] 1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED] FILLER NECK [FOAM FILLED]

mmmmm Y ou!

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 4 GALLON FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 GALLON WATER TANK STAINLESS STEEL 85 GALLON FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 18 aALLou
[H250mm x W300mm [H230mm x W750mm [H300mm x W300mm

x L900mm] \ x L1860mm] N x L900mm]

LA T8 ) OOV

PROJECT | )
CMB-FT017 . CMB-FT015
CUSTOM - CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL - CUSTOM

~1 X OFF CENTER FILLER MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET
NECK [BAFFLED] " FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]

Quote SP329 when ot ERINOT S SSSIEEERNS

Compbrake Motorsport Ltd, Belvedere Barn Estate, Unit F1, Crank Road, Billinge, Wigan, WN5 7EZ Sales: sales@compbrake.com Technical: technical@compbrake.com

PREMIUM FORMULA 1 RACE SHOP

START THE SEASON RIGHT
WITH THE BEST GEAR

SHOP NOW AT WWW.RACE-GEAR.COM

RALCE GEAR

)?PINNAI—I E
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TRANSPORTERS

o e ey

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

B e

¥ Connected to you

L

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat i FACE

AN AMES. TRMLERE

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
I:EEE TRANSPORTER Ia ) . . ) ) .
For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

WOODFORD TRAILERS DEALERS UK

POTHSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
Tel: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
W: www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE
MOTORCARS
Office ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mobile ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
W: www.vandp.net

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road
Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

Tel: 07933842719
E: ellisviner@btinternet.com
W: www.southeast-trailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road
Wallington, Surrey, SM6 7BJ

Tel: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester, Hampshire
SO21 3AS
E: info@trailers.co.uk

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
Tel: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
W: www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
Tel: +44 (0)1787 249737
Tel: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
W: www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington, West Sussex
RH20 4LR
Tel: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
W: www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1
Marsden Barn
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
Tel: 01455641367
Mob: 07968888624
E: marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels
Main St
SHGIEY
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
Te:.01159293901
Mob:0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6
Lion Works
Pool Rd,
Newtown
Powys
SY16 3AG
Tel: 01686 628144

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell
Leeds
LS26 0SB
Tel: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
W: rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading
RG7 1NB
Tel: 01183240403
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
W: www.lovelltrailers.co.uk

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
Tel: 0044(0)2885549851
W: www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Woodford Trailers Limited e 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ¢ Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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. ELECTRONICS

Authorised stocklsts for:

and many more...

01527908676 |

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.

CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST
GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS w_

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
For more i ion email: g torsport.com
call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: grnuphmntorspnrl com

put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

GroupB Motorsport

WEB DIRECTORY

(€ 9:4:4:10).4 4

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally / & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

WWW mcrracecars.co.u

phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

MARDI GRAS

L
\ MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

SBD Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in alf types of motorsport worldwide.

W: shdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACEWEAR

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT

RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

_ MOTORSPORT —

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACEWEAR

Teamwear 5|:|E|:|al|sts -

broi
rint
ick Turnaround L

© Mln Order Only 4

 Performance Tuning Specialists
© 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
 Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

— Northampton
Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit

01604 766624

northamptonmotorsport.com

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

RACE & RALLY PARTS

o) Part BOXNC) 2

www.part-box.com
TELEPHONE: 0121 557 2707 E-MAIL: SALES@PART-BOX.COM

= GENUINE FORD 2
COBB N ENTs HKIS :DEATSCH

FREE UK DELIVERY AVAILABLE. OPEN 24/7. GREAT TECHNICAL SUPPORT.

®No Logo Set Up FuM
www.ilogomeup.co.u
TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics
®

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
Living thhe high lite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS

WHEELS & TYRES

Rally & Race Gearboxes,
GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

101782280136 F:01782269913
E: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

R33N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Abbey Gunner

Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8131

E: abbey.gunner@motorsport.com
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