Ah, it feels as
if 'm completely
wrapped in your

Universe.

In the warm
universe of
your hearf!

“Sowmeday,
I'd like fo see
the starry sky
in the realm of
the Crimson

HOW

WONDER- B

FUL, THE
STARRY
SKY.

LIKE IT'S
FROM
ANOTHER
WORLD...

| wasn’t

able fo

your {rue

Can you
see the

starsin
Tokyo

see
now?

heart under
the swogged

sky.

| didn’t
realise the
existence of
thousands of
bright and
beautiful
stars...

»/.



HOW
RARE...

ARE
you gy
YOURSELF
TODAY?




MASUMI-

YES. IT'S
BEST TO BE
ALONE TO
THINK.

AR

dndonsshns

—_—  —

NN T F

). A

anada) as A
HSS N

Gz

SINCE T
FIRST MET
YOU...

s HOWEVER, T
STILL HAVEN'T

GOTTEN ANY
ANSWER FROM
YOUR SIDE!

I wWAs
SERIOUS
ABOUT OUR
RELATION-
SHIP.

MY FATHER HAS
TALKED WITH YOURS
ABOUT THE MARRIAGE
AND TOLD HIM MY
FEELINGS REGARDING
THE MATTER.
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WHAT DO
YOU THINK
WHY OF ME?
HAVE YOU NOT
ANSWERED
YET?

HAPPY.

» ¥ & { I‘T'SW -
L Just
BeNG AT | THAT || wio couLp
YOUR SIDE = || FIND You UN-
15 ALL T I AM NOT ATTRACTIVE?
NEED TO BE

—~(

e
ARE
- GENTLE,

: —1 INTELLIGENT
canvyou At || T AMNOT \— 50 MucH AND WISE.
STILL NoT ~ SUFFI- S0 THAT |

BE ABLE TO /
DECIDE  CIENT?|| "0 e vou | — . YOU'D BE
YOURSELF? HAPPY.... WASTED
. ON ME.
gy P
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I‘I:;ELR T i AN
AS THOUGH | EMBAR-

YOu ARE | o
‘ SEARCHING | G‘?'N%%NN RA;;’Z%NG
FOR SUITABLE | WITH ALL RIGH'}? -

WORDS TO ‘ M UES-
REJECT / ¥ e

: E\/» /| ToNs...
|) \f,' ',’ /

7 )\ AN
/ \\SHOR-| ]
7| SAN! RN¥

| ran after
her as she
kept crying,

K. and forcefully
B ook her howe

e but...

IT LOOKS 7
AS THOUGH A WOW, HOW lcan't go
TREASURE  WONDERFUL! . p
CHEST HAS WHAT A GREAT on like this. ..
BEEN OVER-  NIGHTVIEW!




She'sa
mysterious
girl...
They are
probably
shinning. . .

Mavya...

in the
country of
the Crimson |

is really

gendle... |
think she
is a good

person. . .
l f’o,"/f Maya...
dislike she wight be
her at watching
all. thew 1oo...
But with Maya
Mavybe she is | have the feeling
the only one with that our souls
whow | could be fo:;h each
other...
cqmplefely N
sincere: -
The feeling
Maya, a girl that there is
eleven'years 1o wneed for
lies between

younger than
us...

heyare  The city
butapale stars...
imitation of
the stars
from the
depths of the .
night ...

The
sky is
dark...

Always seeing
the same image,
everyone has
forgotten about
the frue stars...



She’ll
keep hating
me...

She’ll

However,
never look

it’s already

Me, who answered

with “courfesy” fo _
[ ——< her gentleness.

|

i was we who,
in spite of knowing
very well my frue
feelings, accepted

10 have my wmarriage

/, arranged.
g v
I il Me, who kept

tison \lr going out with
natura 4@' her, prolonging

e that she “S&Z this situation. ..
took it

p for love.
s my

responsibility

Shiori
Taka-
miya...

Why are you
hesitating,
Masumi...?
She, at least,
is sincere with
her feelings
fowards you... <




ARE YOU |
TIRED, {
PRESIDENT?

>

——

N\ Chigusa...

Finally,
your Crimson
Goddess shall
be reborw. ..

The
birthplace
of the
Crimson
Goddess

should be dyed
crimson by
the bloomting
{rees.




birthplace
of the
Crimson
Goddess...

T'LL BE BACK
WHEN I'VE ¥,

FINISHED THE

PROJECT FOR

THE STAGING OF ped®

THE CRIMSON

. \@/ﬂ\ Goooess/




The sacred
seulptor, Isshin,
the one that
received the task
of making the
statue of the
Goddess from
the Emperor. ..

i
[N
Isshin, the ’omz

Al sculpt a statue (4
7 which would host &
the soul of the
Goddess, went |
W insearchofa |
il willenary plum |
free...

Isshin, whose

dedication o

sculpture was

so profound it
was considered
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THIS IS A
STATUE OF
AMIDA DATING
BACK TO THE
KAMAKURA
PERIOD.
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NEAR THEM P\¥
| THE STATUE
| OF YAKUSHI**,

FrROM THE /AR
N » | same perion. )

THE STATUES
FROM THIS TEMPLES'
TREASURE ROOM ARE
ALL ACKNOWLEDGED

AS NATIONAL

MASTERPIECES.

THEY
WERE NAMED
IMPORTANT
CULTURAL

\.

“hitp://www.alsf.orjp/ jaanus/deta/n/nikkovgakkou hiw
A **htp://www.onmarkproduetions.com/html/yakushi.shtml

EASTERN SIDE
OF THE TEMPLE
THERE ARE THE
STATUES OF
NIKKOU GAKKOU*
DATING BACK
S TO THE MIDDLE
wSdOF\  OF THE HEIAN
d %8 PERIOD.
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Who knows

why... even

though I've
seen wonderful
masterpieces.. .
Somehow
none feels
right...

statve of

Isshin that |
aw searching
for...

s
I'vegota
AP Did he seulpt feelinggthat if
‘,‘}' an imposing statve | were able to
/ like that of Unkei* see the image of
‘ from the K_a\m?a— Isshin’s statue, .-
{ !} kura period? \ Il beable to .
grasp him... ==

—
~ ——————l

= /7

Or a simple
and somewhat
rough, but
charwing one
like those of Enky a2

and Mokujiki**? - 57

What kind
of statue did
he make...?

by, seuttor
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&Y N SN vou 1 PeeL il
B BETTER NOW WELt2
\éu\’ THANKS TO
’ YOUR HELP.

I WALKED FOR

Y A WHILE UNDER
, THE SUN AND I
| MUST HAVE
: FELT DIZZY.
U
\
THIS PLACE IS \s
QUITE CHARMING.
ARE YOU LIVING \
THIS IS BY YOURSELF IN
\ JUST A LODGE, THIS HOUSE? [
NOT A HOUSE
IN ITSELF.
\
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\ TELL ME...
WHO MADE THAT
STATUE?

SCULPTOR
NAMED
KAIKEL.

. [t's somewhatrovgh i
and shows the power ¢ 4.0
of the deity, yetitstill o0
aives off such a feel-
ing of kindness!

I is so <
expressive
and at the same

time seems fo
hold all the

mysteries of
the world!

The statve
Isshin carved
is this one!
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asked wme o
L go info fown
1o get the
_ wedicive in

ft

F
1 didn’t know
that Tsukikage-

sensei was still
going to the /

lsn’t
she pushing
herself with
our arrival?




THE MAN
WE JusT
PASSED

...LOOKED
S0 MUCH LIKE
KURONUMA-
SENSEL...




ERM...
I'VE COME
TO PICK UP

ARE HER
PILLS.

N/
\

A\ \\ldl/ /3
\\\\\\ : /’l//% / There's Z
san! X
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that §\:“
doctor? N
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EXCUSE ME...
DO YOU KNOW
THE MAN WITH
WHOM YOU'VE
JUST TALKED?

-----

NO. HE IS

A RELATIVE OF
A PATIENT OF
MINE. WHY?

\y’\( — x\}“ﬂ;hm“/,%‘
[ T AM UNDER N4
-1 TSUKIKAGE- I l YES.
L] KNOW WHAT  CARE. = knew
YOu TOLD ift
HIM?
s
wmrﬂ\‘
= 4
) /
— NOTHING IN PATIENT'S
PARTICULAR... NAME BY
HE WAS JusT ANY CHANCE
DS ASKING ABOUT CHIGUSA y
" - HER CONDITION. TSUKIKAGE? Vs
o I i
= — = A
IF = TO TELL
oU THE
SHE HAS STRONG Y
TRUTH, SHE
ANOTHER  coiouts  EMOTIONS SHOULD
HEART
ATTACK  AND ANGER ARE TO BE SHE NEEDS STILL BE
I CANT WouLD AVOIDED. / ABSOLUTE REslT.’ HOSPITA-
GUARANTEE JUST CAUSE SHE SHOULDN'T | 1zgp,
FOR HER ANOTHER BE ALLOWED TO
LIFE CARDIAC DO ANYTHING. -
SHOCK.

\_/

o



‘. I didn’t
v know..

that
Tsukikage- §

wmust have sensei is

pushed still in "
herself! » suchbad
= O shape... % %
...s0that %
he knows ~
of everything Why would
that goes on he did it ' Hijjri—san
in the Criwson 1o inform inquire about
Goddess’s Tsukikage-
valley of sensei’s

plum frees!

|

SA_\\ e

And about
-~ our rehear-
sals foo!
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But sill,

Or for
the Purple why? For
Rose? For what
Daito? purpose?
For which
one of thew,
Hayawmi-san?

Aah...|
sfill don’t
get it.

you our

Or our
ally?

o
~
-~

~

Why do
you need the
that information. . .

Hijiri-san




What do |
want fo ask
Hayawmi-san
over the
phone?

¢ should
| do?

4 You
weriv hcru $0 s i
y P<yi . Why have Purple ~

generous fo

© 2/ youkept g
e, qu e / your identity  yight?
still efused  ((\ /" hidden from _
i fo show Y A
r,@ yourself?

L\ \

[ Why have you

I asked Hijiri-san :
ph 3K

. o wonitor me e

and Tsukikage-

To protect j sensei? S
us? Or... LN \N\
, \ |\

WOULD NEVER
TELL ME THE
TRUTH!




IT WAS MY

FAULT FOR
WALKING

witHout




gy
T CAME TO o WHAL A J
/ THE ONSEN 7} o po H
THEARITS  WHICH I y PENCE) od)
- WATERS ARE  CLOSE BY. / :
e GOOD FOR YOU CAME TO
& L\ RHELMATISM SEE % IN
2 s [ ARV Paws. FORGOTTEN
3 W/LDERNESS,
P = WHERE T WAS
PERFORMING
THE WOLF GIRL
JANE.
/| i
' Y // e
,I S / z/a T
a1 VI i/ w
YOU YOUNG f IT's SUCH %
LADY, WHAT a0 A SURPRISE 9 |4 3‘
ARE You = TO SEE YOU . MY
\oom& HERE? || AGAIN! —
7=
T'M REHEARSING
FOR A PLAY. T'M
STAYING IN A TEMPLE
IN A SMALL VILLAGE,
n | IN A VALLEY ABOUT
P e \ A AN HOUR AND A
o y - HALF BUS RIDE

/ x| ko FROM HERE.

[ TvE PLAY T TOLD S - 27
YoUu ABOUT IS THE oF g
CRIMSON GODDESS L / b

| AND T AM TRANNG |
WITH TSUKIKAGE-

SENSEI, ABOUT S
WHOM WE TALKED
SOME TIME AGO.
/ % s
; 7 ' & OH! CONGRA- —
A TULATIONS. SO
¥y ¥ ~ Yours ge
e PERFORMING
5 e THE CRIMSON
/ At I am GODDESS?
IuAve To  BEEN PLEASED
[ cowpere CHOSEN At /
AGANsT  YET.
ANOTHER

CANDIDATE.




T N H
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BUT IF AH :
OH, I WERE THE WELL IT |
WHY'S ONE WHO HAD : = IT SEEMS |——
THAT? TO CHOOSE, HASN'T DIFFICULT!
T DEFINITELY BEEN
WOULDN'T PICK DECIDED ) TELL ME,
ANY OF DAITO'S YET. AW WHERE WILL
THEATRES. P===] THE CRIMSON "\ e
7 W  GovvEsSS BE m
STAGED?
T

&
The oni

president
chatting I [

with a
youna
a&irl?!

X

P!
\

I HEARD THAT
THE PRESIDENT THERE
1S SOMEONE WHO

LIKES TO USE HIS
INFLUENCE.

WELL,
IT'S FINE.

AND HE IS
INCREDIBLY MEAN!
HIS NAME IS
MASUMI HAYAMI!

4

77,

Y

7

11/f
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y/
' / HE WILL DO
HE DOESN'T N ANYTHING TO GET
EVEN KNOW THE WHAT HE WANTS!
MEANING OF THE R HE IS5 A HEART-
WORD MERCY! 0 fig ) LESS MAN/
o 4
N
OVERBEARING, \
MALICIOUS, K
ARROGANT AND -
ALWAYS MAKES
FLUN OF ME/! f \
7

I'D LIKE ] =
TO MEET THE =

ONE WHO =2
RAISED HIM

TO BE LIKE
THIS! R

1
N

=

P
| -
3
\
B

= PFFF!
] HA HA
=/ HAHA!
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r e | I L \’ /"

/ THIS

: \
4 masum ) WELL,
THE MOMENT HAYAMI 05, NOTHING \]

| sORRY

YOU SEE HIM ALL ( FROM ot | oo | }XX\

YOUWANTTODO | | ..SEEMS DATO You For merer! | ™MAT. | N\

IS RUN AWAY, LIKE LIKEA  SPOKE ’ 3

RUNNING FROM A TERRBLE  OF...
COCKROACH.

YEAH.

N
WITH THE

THAT A
COCKROACH
I5 NOT AS
EVIL AS P

/’:) /
HE I8! / 1 sEE,
b 4 ﬁ I SEE.
W) 7

K AND T
[ uearo \
YES, THE " I THAT
cup JusT e DL ‘3/ THE PRESIDENT
1I'D RATHER HAVE A\ N Ll
SLIPPED. NOTHING TO DO SEAN \ :

FATHER, IS EVEN |
\| |  WORSETUAN |

!E I5. /

il

WITH DAITO.

l THEY / HOW ARE !
ARE THE RE- 1 =
TouGH. || HEARSALS hate him, —
RTRAY SHE WITH p =
pomg Y Wakes TSUKIKAGE- Hﬁ'a L
ELEMENTS US... SENSEI? ayaitu N
OF NATURE: / san \;\\x 3
WIND, FIRE, AR\ \\\
WATER AND \

EARTH... \ AR

come you are
the Purple

‘WHO
KNOWS

THE BEST




THIS 1S WHAT

TSUKIKAGE-

SENSE|l ASKS
OF YOU...

NOW, WE ARE AT THE
FIRE ELEMENT. BUT I
AM WONDERING HOW TO
EXPRESS IT. I CAN'T
SEEM TO LINDERSTAND

e ‘ X IT AND T AM SOMEHOW
(Y IN A TIGHT SPOT.

~ Y

e ot 2T

YOUNG
LADY...

YAOYA ;
OSHICHT? I DON'T KNOW IF

THIS COULD HELP YOU,
BUT HAVE YOU HEARD
ABOUT A PLAY CALLED
YAOYA OSHICHI?

IT IS OFTEN
DEPICTED IN
THE KABUKI
THEATRE AND
IN MARIONETTE




OSHICHI, THE DAUGHTER
OF A GREENGROCER,
LOOSES HER HOLISE
IN THE MIDST OF THE
FIRE THAT BURNED
THROUGH THE CITY
OF EDO AND SEEKS
REFUGE IN A
TEMPLE.

FALLS IN LOVE
WITH A SERVANT,
KICHIZA.

F THERE SHE

WAS A CRIME
HOWEVER, OSHICHI ‘e e e

WAS SO OBSESSED gy Dpamy
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\ \\7, y ; B
= | \ - I< 3 /'/\\//// A
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S T
o \ : ; EVER SINCE
: AT THE ; y THE FIRE ENDED, Q
TIME, ARSON P SHE WANTED TO

IN THE  SEE KICHIZA
END SHE 5O BADLY...

WITH KICHIZA THAT COMMITTED
SHE THOUGHT A Q ARSON
FIRE WOLILD MAKE HERSELF
THEM SEE EACH g
OTHER AGAIN. /
Q



WHAT DO
YOU THINK?
IsIT
USEFUL?

M.. .3

(
- | IR
\ﬁ ] TGN oo ermenG
f

7

| WAS AS STRONG  TyUAT IT
| AS THE ONE THAT giirNeD
\ BURNED IN THE 1e wHOLE
HEART OF CITY OF
™ OSHICHI. EDO TO

WELL THEN,
SEE YOU
AGAN YOUNG
LADY.

|

Yaoya
Oshichi. . .



AN
= - ENTER-
HARD TO L TAINING

WITH HER AS
AN OPPONENT
EVEN MASUMI
WOULD HAVE
TROUBLES.

SHE THINKS
OF MASUMI AS
A COCKROACH.

NOT TO
)| MENTION WHAT
/ SHE THINKS
/ OF ME, THE
PRESIDENT, THE
FATHER OF THE

Yaoya Oshichi... In the second
year of the Tenna period, there
was a great fire in the city of
Edo. Oshichi, whose house had
burved down, found shelter
in a temple of Koishikawa.

she fell in
love with the
servant Kichiza,
that took care
of the
refugees. ..
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/ | am ready
A fo do any-
o= thing!
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N | want % %
10 see

Kichiza- =
san!
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