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INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC
MOTORSPORT SHOW

22-24 FEB 2019

L STONELEIGH PARK )

| POWERED BY /1,}@[7@3@

EUROPE’S #1 HISTORIC MOTORSPORT SHOW
ICONIC RACING CARS | LIVE RALLY ACTION | SPECIALIST EXHIBITORS | MOTORSPORT LEGENDS

Over 350 stunning racing & rally cars on display | 250 specialist exhibitors, race series, clubs & autojumble
Motor Sport Live Stage with racing legends | Silverstone Auctions competition & classic car sale
Motor Sport Hall of Fame Live! | Live Rally Stage with Group B cars | Race Retro Tour
Race License Medicals | Driver & Navigator introduction training
Arrive & Drive a Classic Car Experience operated by HERO Events | Historic Karting

BOOK TICKETS TODAY AND SAVE UP TO 20%
RACERETRO.COM QUOTE: RR19MSN

‘Discount is based off on the door ticket.priees=The discount is pre-apblied to the ticket prices Official Show Partners

on the website. The code above is for marketing purposes only. To book by phone please call
SILVERSTONE [T e s
—AUCTIONS— < LOGISTICS CLARION

0871297 0743. Calls cost 13ppm plus standard network charges. All bookings are subject to
a single transaction fee of £1.95. Entry-to the auction requires purchase of a catalogue. See
website for all information. All information correct at time of publishing.
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Silverstone chiefs want answers on the future of F1

BRITISH GP BOSSES LEAD CALLS FOR
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HOW RALLYING'S GIANTS
HAVE BEEN HONOURED P16

By MattJames
Leading grand

- prix promoters

have urged F1

8 owner Liberty

Media to rethink
thewayitruns

« % 9 theseries.

The Formula

.« OnePromoters

Association, which
ismadeup of leading

" & venuebosses

includingtheheads

ll of Silverstone, has

issued a statement
askingLiberty Media
toaddress several
issuesincludingthe
financial base of

| existingandnew

races. Therearealso
concernsaboutthe
lack of free-to-air
televisioninmany
European countries.
Silverstoneboss
Stuart Pringle said:
“If this continues,
F1willberacingon
second-rate circuits,

o ifatall.”

Fullstory, p2-3
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By MattJames

The Formula One Promoters
Association has criticised

F1 ownerLiberty Media

and it has asked for an urgent
rethink regarding the future
of grand prix racing.

Sixteen promoters—including
the bosses of the British
Grand Prix—arepart of the
organisation which hasraised
concerns about some of the
initiatives surrounding the
engagement of fans with grand
prixracing andthelack of clarity
over the vision for the future.

Silverstone chiefs announced
inJuly 2017 thatthey had
activated a break clause in their
agreement tohost the British
Grand Prix and talks have been
goingonin the background
ever since. However, without
aresolution being met, there
isaveryreal threatthatthe
race could belosttothe
United Kingdom.

Silverstone, whichis owned
and operated by the British
RacingDrivers’ Club, is one
of five venues which are
approachingthe end of their
contracts tooperate a grand
prix and none of those tracks
where the deals are comingto
anend have a clear picture
about their future prospects.

The original deal to operate
the British Grand Prix was
negotiated with F1’s previous
tsar, Bernie Ecclestone, and it
included an escalating fee to
hostthe event. With other
restrictions on revenue streams
putin place by that original
deal, the BRDC and Silverstone
feltthat the deal was untenable
and decided to take advantage
of the break clause tolimit
any further potential loses.

The British Grand Prix is
one of severalin the process
of renegotiatingits deal
with Liberty Media, but the
promoters associationis
concerned about the direction
that Liberty is taking grand
prixracing.

The promoters association
includes members from most
grands prix, althoughitis
understood that Russia,
Bahrain, Japan, Abu Dhabi
and China are notinvolved.

Afterlast week’s meeting,
the promoters groupissued
astatement outliningits
concernstoLiberty Media.

They include worries about
theloss of F1 on free-to-air
television, which will affect
the United Kingdom in 2019.

N

§

Pringle says that Liberty Media ne:

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Silverstone heads the call for

Motorsport News understands
thatfree-to-air TVisacentral
plinth of Liberty’s plans to grow
the seriesin newer territories
anditis putting measuresin
placeto make sure this happens,
while countries that have along-
standing history with F1 are
not provided with this.

Promoters are concerned
thatalack of viewersin F1
will directly resultin aloss
of revenue when it comes to
ticket sales.

There has also been some
concern about initiatives that
Liberty Media has putin place
topromote the series which
have been done without any
consultation of the existing
promoters or venues.

Some of them, such asfan
experiences, are being created
inthehost country onthe
weekend of the events, but
notinthesamelocation.
Motorsport News understands
that thishas angered some of
the venue bosses.

The statement added: “As
we enter anew season of the
sport that we have promoted for
many decades, the promoters
seek amore collaborative
approachtothe development
of the championship and the
opportunity to offer their
experience and expertiseina
spirit of partnership with
FormulalandtheFIA.”

The existing promoters are also

concerned about the proposed
business model for new races,
with the mooted grand prixin
Miamicoming under the
spotlight. Itis believed that the
organisers of theracein Florida
have been talking about a profit-
sharing scheme with Liberty,
whichis at odds with the way
most of the otherracesonthe
calendar are operated.
Flissettoincludetheracein
Miami and thefirst Vietnamese
Grand Prix in 2020, but the full
schedule has yet to befinalised.
British Grand Prix promoter
Stuart Pringle, whois boss of
the Silverstone track, warned
against free deals tonew races
when existing oneslike the
United States GP in Texas are
trying tomake their event pay.
“If this continues, Formula 1
will beracing on second-rate
circuits, if any atall,” Pringle
told the Daily Mail. “Everyone
isdisgruntled. Liberty’sideas
are disjointed. We have all been

compliant and quiet hitherto, but

we have great concerns about the
future health of the sport under
the people whorunitnow.”

eds to reassess Fl’s future
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Silverstone is one of the venues
unsure of its grand prix future
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F1 ROUND-UP

Season launch
Formula 1 will launch its 2019
season with an eventin downtown
Melbourne on March 13, the
Wednesday before the Australian
Grand Prixweekend begins. The
exhibition will follow a similar
formatto the stage element of
the London F1 Live event back
in2017,in which all drivers — bar
the absent Lewis Hamilton and
several team principals —were
interviewed in front of the crowd.
Butthis time F1 has promised

all 20 drivers and 10 team bosses
will attend the eventin Australia.
Organised in partnership with
the local promoter, the Australian
Grand Prix Corporation, it will
also feature past F1 stars and
musical acts.

Exciting angles

F1 is having a major rethink of its
trackside television camera strategy
for 2019 in order to better translate
the speed of the cars to the screen.
“There's a big push for 2019 to reflect
the speed of the sport, and the pace
ofthe cars,” said Dean Lock, F1's head
of TVand media. “There’s arethink on
allcamera positions. If you're in the
grandstand and watch them, they
lookincredible, don'tthey? Camera
angles, or lenses, can cheat that
quite alot,and make them look not

so dramatic and not quite as quick.
So we looked at different ways to do
that, afew little tricks.”

Hartley’s move

Ex-Toro Rosso F1 driver Brendon
Hartley has landed a Ferrari
simulatorrole for2019. Hartley
was axed by Red Bull after just
onefull seasoninF1,a move he
recently claimed was the result

of a plan that began during the
Monaco Grand Prix weekend early
intheyear. The Le Mans 24 Hours
winner and World Endurance
champion had not communicated
any 2019 plans so far but has now
been confirmed as part of Ferrari’s
developmentteam. Ferrari needed
toreplace two key simulator
drivers from 2018, after Antonio
Giovinazzi and Daniil Kvyatlanded
full-time race seats at Sauber and
Toro Rosso respectively.

Vandoorne’s joy
Ex-McLaren driver Stoffel Vandoorne
says he is enjoying Formula E following
his F1 exit because of the difference

in camaraderie between drivers and
paddock “politics”. Vandoorne failed to
make an impact over two seasons with

Photos: LAT

SAUBER REBRANDS AS ALFA
ROMEO RACING FOR 2019

Historic brand increases F1 invelvement
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The last Alfa
raced in 1985
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Team’s ownership
hasn’t changed

By Scott Mitchell

The Sauber name will disappear
from the Formula 1gridin2019
as the team officially rebrands
as Alfa Romeo Racing.

Alfa’stitle sponsorship of Sauberlast
yearmarkeditsfirstmajor F1involvement
since the 1985 season. That partnership
was always intended to expand ontoa
technical front toenable Alfa, part of
the Fiat Group thatincludes Ferrari,
tobecome more actively involved.

The team will be entered into the
2019 world championship as Alfa
Romeo Racing, effectively reviving
the works entry that won the inaugural
Fltitlesin1950and’51.

Itisnotstrictly an out-and-outfactory
operation, as Sauber’s ownership and
managementremain unchanged and
independent of Alfa.

The cars, which will be driven by 2007
world champion Kimi Raikkonen and
Ferraritest and development driver
Antonio Giovinazzi, will sport Alfa’s
four-leaf clover emblem that denotes
itshigh-performance vehicles.

Alfateam principal Frederic Vasseur
said: “Itisapleasureto announcethat
we will enter the 2019 Formula 1 World
Championship with the team name
AlfaRomeoRacing.

“Afterinitiating the collaboration
with our title sponsor Alfa Romeoin
2018, our team made fantastic progress
onthetechnical, commercial, and
sportingside.

“Thishas given aboost of motivation
toeach team member, be that track-side
or attheheadquartersin Switzerland,
asthehard work invested has become
reflected in ourresults.

“We aim to continue developingevery

sector of our team while allowing
our passionforracing, technology
and design todrive usforward.”

The Sauber namehasbeen onthe
F1gridsince 1993, even when it was
bought by BMW andranasafully-
fledged works team from 2006-09.

Founded by Peter Sauber, the team
scored pointsinitsdebut season and
every year thereafter, with the
exception of atroubled 2014 campaign.

Itstruggled againin 2016 and’17 but
freshinvestment, hiring Vasseur as
team boss and establishing closerlinks
with Ferrariand subsequently Alfa
have helpedrevitaliseits fortunes.

Thatleft Sauber tipped asthe team
towatchin F1 this year, following its
improvement with contemporary
Ferrariengines and an enhanced
technical effortin 2018 that helped it
finish eighthin the constructors’

championship, its best result since 2015.

Fiat Chrysler Automobiles CEO Mike
Manley added: “Alfa Romeo Racingis
anewname with alonghistoryin
Formulal.

“We’re proud to collaborate with Sauber
inbringing Alfa Romeo’s tradition of
technical excellence and Italian panache
tothe pinnacle of motorsport.

“Make nomistake: with Kimi
Raikkonen and Antonio Giovinazzi
ononeside of the pitwall and Alfa
Romeo and Sauber expertise on the
other, we are hereto compete.”

Thelast AlfaRomeo-named F1 car
to compete was the 184TBin 1985 driven
by Riccardo Patrese and Eddie Cheever —
Patrese described the car as “the worst
he’ddriven”. Alfa’sfinal F1 involvement
beforeits partnership with Sauber was
supplyingthe Osella squad with engines
from 1983-88.

Gasly believes Red Bull drive is payhack for when he was overlooked for F1 seat after GP2 success

Pierre Gasly feels his Red Bull Formula 1
shotis payback for being snubbed after
his GP2title success, when he was
“attherightplace atthe wrongtime”.
Gasly became Red Bull’s first junior
to win the GP2 championshipin 2016
buthad torace in Super Formulathe
following year as Carlos Sainz Jr and
Daniil Kvyat wereretained at Toro Rosso.
However, Sainz’s early move to Renault

poor McLaren machinery, and has since
switched to FE with the new HWA team.
“It definitely was not the best moment in
my career after everything was running
kind of smooth before, but I think it made
me stronger,” said Vandoorne. “I'm
inacompletely different environment,
which personally I've been enjoying a
lot. Itis alot more relaxed because of
the way the drivers get on with each
other, the politics in the paddock.”

allthe hard work I've done in the past.
“I’'vebeen sometimes attheright place
atthe wrongtime, and thistimeI've
been attherightplaceattherighttime.
“My life has been pretty awesome in
thelast 13 months. It hasnot always
beenthe casebutlalwaysfeltlike, ‘OK,
if IkeeppushingashardasIcan,and
keep giving the maximum out of myself,

9

good thingsare goingto come’.

promotion to the senior team toreplace
apoorrunof resultsmeant ~ the Renault-bound Daniel Ricciardo.
Red Bull drafted Gasly into “Ialways believed thatif you doright

itsjunior teamforfive 4 things, at some point good things will
racesattheendof 2017. #% ~cometo you,” Gasly said when asked
Gasly earned afull-time ©  ifitwaspayback for havingto wait

ToroRossodrivefor2018and «= !

¥ for hisfirst F1 chance.
wasthen handed an early a-‘:' “I'mreally happy toseeit
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‘Chance of a

lifetime at Daytona

J

De Ferran (1) and

Agag reveal concept

Thenature of the Extreme E electric
« off-road SUV racing series has been
unveiled by co-founders Gil de
Ferran and Alejandro Agag.

The championship, whichis
operatedin association with
FormulaE, hosted alaunch
eventontheriver Thamesin
central London last week on board
the Royal Mail Ship St Helena.

XE willhold electric SUV racing
eventsinfiveremote areas of the
world -the Arctic, the Himalayas, the
Saharadesert, the Amazonrainforest
andislandsin the Indian Ocean.

The concept, which will begin in

January 2021, has already been
presented tonine “very serious”
manufacturers, accordingto Agag.
“We’ve had very preliminary
conversations with some, which
have beenreally interesting,”
he said.
“But we’ve even been fine-tuning
the concept alot until [recently].
“We are about to finish the sporting
regulations and the technical
regulations. When we have that,
manufacturers need toreally make
up their minds and make a study.”
Entrants will use the same spec-
chassis base underneath bespoke

silhouette SUV racing designs, with
limited powertrain areas available
for development.

Technology developed for Formula
E will feature on the cars which will
be approximately twice as powerful as
those used in the single-seater series.

The spec XE parts will be the base
chassis, battery, suspension, ECU
and software, aswellasan FE
powertrain motor.

The event format will be a series
of head-to-heads over stages
approximately five mileslong,
with around-robin group stage
leading to a knockout tournament

Sunoco Challenge, p22

EXTREME E OFF-ROAD
CONCEPT UNVEILED

todecide the event winner.

The drivers will race side-by-side,
with XE organisers emphasising
thatitisnotarally format.

XEisaimingfor 12 one-car
teams and is targeting major
manufacturers that produce
electric SUV models as entrants.

There will be two groups of six
teams, with the driversin each group
competing head-to-head in sequence.

Points will be awarded for each
group race winner, with the final
order of the group deciding the
knockout match-upsinaseeded
system —highest to lowest.

No guarantee BMW will stay in World Endurance Championship beyond Le Mans

1 BMW could quit the World Endurance

Championship after just a single

season in the series, MIN’s sister

publication Autosport haslearned.
The manufacturer joined the

| WEC’s GTE Proclass atthestart

of 2018 with itsnew M8 GTE,

y whichisalso competingin the

IMSA SportsCar Championship.
While the car has enjoyed success

inIMSA, and took GT Le Mans class

victoryinthe 2019 Daytona 24 Hours,

BMW ssitslastin the WEC GTE Pro

manufacturers’ standings with just
asole podium scored between the
two MTEK-run M8s in five races.

BMW motorsport boss Jens
Marquardt said: “There are still a
lot of things we have tolook in toin
WEC, we definitely haven’t extracted
the maximum performance from
our package.

“That’s what we’ll focus on with
theremainingraces. Once we’ve
wrapped up everything, that’s when
we’re going to sit down and assess

and see where we go in the future.

“For us, the fortunate situation
we have that every year with all of
theseries is that we do thelastrace
and then sit together and decide
how we go forward.

“We don’t have to do any development
or anything. The caris there, the
teamis there, soit’s easy forus.”

Fordis also evaluatingits WEC
programme as the American brand’s
future beyond the end of the 2018/19
campaign remains unresolved.

Future inWEC uncertain for BMW

Race winning pass

‘on the edge’ of fair

Thepassthat sealed the Bathurst
12 Hour victory for Porsche was
“ontheedge” of fair, according to
former GP3 driver Jake Dennis.

The Brithad beenleadingthe
race in the #62 Aston Martin with
alittle over 10 minutes to go, only
toberundown by ahard-charging
Matt Campbell on freshertyres
duetoalatesafety car.

Therace-definingmove came
atForrest’s Elbow as Campbell
surprised Dennis by nosing up the
inside and running the Vantage
wide to getthe advantage down
Conrod Straight.

The #912 EBM Porsche that
Campbell shared with Dirk
Werner and Dennis Olsen also
survived a post-raceinvestigation
after Campbell made contact with
Chaz Mostert’'s BMW M6 GT3in
thefinal stint.

“I'vehad my fair share of contact
over theyears, tryingto get passed
people and stuff,” said Dennis.

“Itwasontheedge, itreally was.
We squeezed each other quite
hard. If the contact wasn’t made,
he wouldn’t have got by.

“Itwasashametoloseitlike that
butIcan’tdoanythingaboutit.”

In qualifying Dennis had the
Allan Simonsen Trophy for
pole position taken away after a
technical breach rendered his
shootoutlapillegal. He already
had a two-place grid penalty for
speedingin the pitlane.

Three-time British Touring Car
champions Matt Neal and Gordon
Shedden were unable to even take
partintheevent after the Audi R8
LMS they were sharing with Pete
Storey was damaged at The Chase
duringpractice.

EBM Porsche team kept win

Team Goh returns to
racing with MclLaren

The Le Mans 24 Hours-winning
Team Goh squad will make areturn
tomotorsport this season with
McLaren after a 10-year absence.
Longtime Japanese sportscar
entrant Kazumichi Goh, who won Le
Mans with Audiin 2004, isrevivinghis
team for adomestic campaignin’19
with the new McLaren 720S GT3 car.
It will be thefirstracing programme
for Goh since he entered a Porsche RS
Spyder LMP2 car at the 2009 Le Mans

- team expands to five entries. The former GP2  : positionin class atlast month's Daytona 24

- drivertook partinlastyear'sIndy 500forDale  : Hours foraproceduralirregularity. The

: Coyne Racing, only narrowly makingtherace  : German team’s GT Daytona class Audi R8

- after James Hinchcliffe and PippaMannwere  : LMS driven by Dries Vanthoor, Christopher

: eliminated on Bump Day... Formula Renault : Mies, Daniel Morad and Ricky Feller has been

: Eurocup teams were able to shakedown : penalised for a drive-time infringement and

: the category’s new carforthefirsttime : dropped tothe backofthefield... Three-time
- atthe Cremona Circuitin Italylastweek. : Le Mans 24 Hours class winner Risi

: The car, whichincludes a halo,was : Competizioneis aiming toreturnto the

: tested by eight teams including : French endurance race thisyear. The

: defending champion R-ace GP... The : US-based Ferrari team has filed an entry
* Land Motorsport Audi has lostits second : forthe race underits own name for the

Ex-Williams Formula 1 driver Sergey
Sirotkin will contest the remaining
rounds of the 2018/19 World Endurance
Championship with SMP Racing.

He replaces Matevos Isaakyanin

the Russian team’s #17 car line-up
alongside Egor Orudzhev and Stephane
Sarrazin for the 1000-mile Sebring race,
the following round at Spa in May, and
the Le Mans 24 Hours seasonfinale...
Conor Daly has joined Andretti Autosport for
the 2019 Indianapolis 500, as the IndyCar

OUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

: firsttime since 2017... Ferrariand Honda

i have signed up for the Intercontinental GT

: Challenge, bringing the number of

: manufacturers registered for

. the series to eight. Honda and Ferrari will now
: beable to score drivers’ and manufacturers’

: points in the five-round GT3 endurance

: series along with Audi, Mercedes, Bentley,

: Porsche, BMW and Nissan... Chevrolet

: will contestits home round of the World
: Endurance Championship at Sebringin
: March. The US manufacturer will field a

24Hours and renews the team’s

relationship with McLaren, which
yielded the 1996 Japanese GT
Championshiptitle with the F1 GTR.

Gohsaid: “I’ve beenlookingfor the
right time toreturn, and with GT3
offering a very stable platform and
McLaren Automotive doing their
own carin-house, itmade sense
todoitnow.”

McLaren 720S GT3 will be used

The new Brabham BT62 track
day carthatis expectedto
raceinthe 2021 World
Endurance Championship
beatthelap record at Mount
Panorama lastweekend.
DrivenbyLukeYoulden,
Bathurstwinnerin2017, he
beatthe closed-carrecord of
1m59s setby Christopher
Mies inanunrestricted Audi
GT3 caratChallenge Bathurst
lastyear.Asthe BT62’slap of
1m58.68s was not completed
inan official session, itwill
notbe classified as an official
lap record.
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C1 wheel changes

The Citroen C1 Challenge will use new
and stronger alloy wheel rims this year
after several failures last season, but
drivers will still be allowed to use steel
rims if they choose. New Hankook
tyres, moulded with a four-and-a-half
millimetre tread, will also be used in
the series which will mean they no
longer need to be shaved.

Fox duo to continue
Michael Broadhurst and Mike Murfitt will
remain with Fox Motorsport for a second
season in British GT aboard the team’s
Mercedes-AMG GT4. The duo finished sixth
inthe GT4 Pro-Am standings in 2018, with
abestfinish of eighth in the opening round at
Oulton Park. The team’s livery will be decided
by afan vote on the Fox Motorsport Facebook
page, with one voter who chooses the most
popular design set to win tickets for the opening
round of the series at Oulton on April 22.

BWRDC champion
Karter Abbi Pulling was announced
as the British Women Racing Drivers’
Club champion last Saturday. Pulling,
15, received the Mary Wheeler Memorial
Embassy Trophy in recognition of her
second Super One National Junior
TKM championship. She was also
the winner of the club’s Kart Trophy
and the Barbara E Bird Memorial
Shield forthe Junior champion.

Other BWRDC trophy winners
included rally driver Nabila Tejpar
and sportscarracer Fiona James.

Thai stays in British I3
Sasakorn Chaimongkol will remain in
BRDC British Formula 3 this year with
Hillspeed. The Thai driver finished ninth

in the standings and took two podiums
during the 2018 season. Team principal
Richard Ollerenshaw said: “He's become
an integral part of the Hillspeed family over
the last few years, since first beginning
atesting programme with usin

2016, and his progression has

been outstanding.”

Race winner in GT5 Challenge

Bird switches focus to
Mini Challenge in 2019

Ginetta GT5 Challengerace winner
Max Bird will switch to the Mini
Challengefor 2019, drivingfor the
Lawrence Davey Racing squad.

Bird took three winsin the Ginetta
category last term and finished fourth
inthe standingsin his second season
intheseries.

“My drivinghasimproved duringthe
last year and with such a competitive grid
Iam pleased with my fourth place and
feel ready for the next challenge,” said
Bird. “Iamlooking forward to competing
inthe Mini ChallengeandIam aiming
to getonthe podium by mid-season.”

McLaren’s new 720S
GT3 will race in UK

By James Newbold

Balfe Motorsport will be the first
squad to run the new McLaren
720S GT3inthe UKthisyearin
the British GT Championship.

The Lincolnshire squad, which
hasalready confirmed areturn to
GT4with a570S for Michael O’Brien
and Graham Johnson, will enter the
new car for team co-owner Shaun
Balfe and McLaren Automotive
factory driver Rob Bell.

Balfe and Bell won the 2017
International GT Open Pro-Am

championship together and combined
for apart-season British GT effort
lastyearin the previous generation
McLaren650S GT3, which was
interrupted by abig crash for

Balfe at Rockingham.

Bell has beeninstrumentalin
developingthe 720S GT3together with
Joe Osborne and Ben Barnicoat, but
missed outonthe car’sracedebut at
the Gulf 12Hours in December due
tothebirth of his second child.

Hetold MN that McLaren was “happy
with what we’ve done sofar” on thenew
car, with developmentsfocused on

1ile e G s A a1

improving the drivability over the 650S,
butadmitsthatracingitin British GT
will be “unchartered territory”.

“It’sanew product and there will
be some quirkstoitthat wedon’t
know about yet when we goracing,
so that will be difficult for us, but
that’ssomethingthatIenjoy
because you've got to graft for your
performance and that’s something
we all thrive on,” he said.

Having won at the Donington Park
finalein 2016, Bell said that heislooking
forward tomakingtwo visitstothe
venue this season and starting afresh

after a “frustrating” 2018 campaign.
“I'vepersonally had areally good run

with Balfe over thelast couple of years,

sowe’ll take the challenge on,” he said.
MN understands Balfe will receive

staffing support from McLaren

Automotive to help the team get

up tospeed with the new product.
Spanish squad Teo Martin

Motorsport, aregularin GT Open,

and Le Mans-winning outfit Team

Goh, which planstoenterthe carin

the Super GT GT300class, are the

only other teams confirmed torun

thenew McLaren car sofar.

Mitchell and Tuck fight
for BMW factory spots

Reigning British GT4 champion
Jack Mitchell and runner-up Ben
Tuck have been invited by BMW
motorsport to a simulator shootout
with the chance of joining the
marque’sjunior programme.

Held in Munich the evaluation
commenced on Monday and was due
tofinish today (Wednesday), with
the Century Motorsport team-mates
pitched against a group of 20 drivers
who had raced with BMW customer
teamsin 2018.

Observed by BMW factory ace
Philipp Eng, they would be whittled
down to four after a series of mental
and physical tests with a simulator
shootout deciding the winner.

On offeris afull-season drive for the
works-affiliated ROAL Motorsport
teamin the Italian GT championship.

Century Motorsport team boss

Nathan Freke said: “We work
incredibly hard at Century
Motorsport to help develop young
drivers and make them into a factory-
ready product. To have this pathway
and directlinks toone of the
automotive giants should be a very
attractive prospect for any young
aspiring pro drivers looking to
make a career out of driving.

“It’ll be an amazing experience

Century will promote

for both Ben and Jack and I really
believe they both have what it takes
to come away with the prize.”

Angus Fender and Andrew
Gordon-Colebrooke will step up
from Century’s Ginetta GT4 Supercup
roster to drive one of its M4 GT4s
in British GT this season.

Both drivers were new to the British
Touring Car Championship-support
serieslast year.

Grid of 30 cars expected
for opening Britcar races

Organisers of the Britcar Endurance
Championshipare expectinga grid of
morethan 30 carsforits openinground
of the season at Silverstone in March.

Anumber of regulars have already
confirmed their entry, including David
Mason and Ross Wyliein anew Ferrari
488 Challenge and last year’s Endurance
champion Sarah Moore withrookie
Moh Ritsonina Ginetta G50.

PaulBailey, a Britcar and GT Cup class
champion, will return to the seriesfor
thefirst timeinfive yearsaboard a 488
Challenge with Lucky Kheraand Lee
FrostsharingaRadical RXC Coupe.

Britcar managing director Claire Hedley
believes anew format for 2019, which now
includes two one-hourraces over asingle
day, has helped attract more drivers.

“We came away from the Autosport
International show with 23 people [signed
up]and we’relooking at over 30for the
openinground, normally we come away
with 10 or 15from the show,” she said.
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A secondFosterwillrace in BritishF4

FF1600 winner Foster
signs up for British F4

Formula Ford 1600 race winner
Tommy Foster will compete in
British F4 this season with Arden.

The Young Racing Driver Academy
member contested a handful of
FF1600 races at the end of last
year in a bid to secure signatures
toupgrade his licence, winning
one of theraces at the BRSCC’s
winter meeting at Anglesey and
securing the Brian Linley Trophy.

Foster tested a variety of
different machinery -including
BRDC British F3 -before
deciding torace in British F4.

“It’s been a struggle but now we
can get our heads down and focus
on the season,” said Foster. “We
had lots of meetings [to decide
what to do] -the Formula Ford
was a good little car but we really
need to get my name out there
and, looking at the media side of
things, F4 has the best coverage.

“We had offers from other teams but
our heartsreally dolie with Arden
and Ifeelreally happy there.It’s
now about getting used to the F4 car.

“We have had a lot of time on the
simulator and analysed the data
and the teamreally believe I’'m a
title contender.”

Foster and his Arden team-mates
Bart Horsten and Alex Connor
headed to Spain earlier this week for
testing as the winter testing ban came
toaclose at the end of last month.

The GT5 Challenge grids are set to be evenlarger during the 2019 season

Pyro attracted to
low-cost SR1 Cup

WA

LL—FA—‘?—' -

Leading Renault UK Clio Cup
squad Team Pyro will not compete
inthefinal season of the category
thisyear asitinstead focuseson
new programmesin TCR Germany
andthe Radical SR1 Cup.
Pyrodrivers have won the Clio
title eight times since the team first
entered the categoryin 2005, with
Max Coates narrowly missingout
onbecoming another Pyro champion
last season. But, with Renault
decidingto axe the series at theend
of thisseason, Pyrohasdecided to
prioritise other categories andnot
competein Clios this year.

2008:First Pyro Clio champ

“It’sashame [toleave Clios] because

we’ve been around itforalongtime
but things have to change,” said

team boss Mark Hunt. “With it being
thelast year, I don’t see the benefit [of

continuing]. If we get someonenew in,
it’sfor only one year when it should be

atwo-year plan and people won’t take

it as seriously —it will be overshadowed

by it being the last year.”

S;%Llﬂ CUP F ORICI

Huntadded thathe wanted the
team to get established in its new
categories before beingforced to
move by the Clio Cup’s demise.

Instead Pyro willnow move into
European competition with a
campaignin TCR Germany and is
intalks with drivers. The teamran
Ollie Taylor and Finlay Crocker in
TCR UK last year and hasn’truled
outremainingin the British category
too, if there’s sufficientinterest.

“Thereasonforlookingat
Germany is becauseithasavery
strong grid and you can progress
_ from there to TCR Europe,” Hunt

explamed “The TCR manufacturers
alsolook at the German series.

Photos TCR Jakob Ebrey, Ollie Read
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“[Byjoining TCR Germany and the
SR1 Cup] we’ve gone from Cliosin the
middle to a higher-level championship
and alower-level championship to
cater for other drivers’ needs and both
will be two-car teams.”

Pyro’sfirst SR1 Cupsigningis
Andrew Wilkins, who has previously
competedin the Michelin Clio Series.
Thelow-budget nature of the SR1
category attracted Pyrotoit.

“It’sless than a quarter of the cost
of Clios and it’sfaster,” Hunt added.
“Radical are very helpful and have
doneagreatjob with the series. It’salso
nicefordriversthatit’sonly on Fridays
and Saturdays so they don’t have to
spend the whole weekend away.”

Ginetta GTS Challenge secures 36-car entry three months hefore season starts

The popular Ginetta GT5 Challenge
has already attracted a bumper 36-car
entrylist despite there being almost
three months until the season begins.
The category for G40 carsfeatures
on both the British Touring Car
Championship and British GT
packages and this year alsohas
an away round at Zandvoort.
The series boasted large entries
last year—averaging 32 cars—but
isfaringeven better this season.
“Ithink it was a strong yearlast year
and the grid was predominantly full
and thatleads to people not wanting
tomissout this year and entering
early,” said Ginetta motorsport

manager Ash Gallagher. “It’sa strong
package, the car’s good value and you
getthebest of the British Touring Car

Championship and British GT package

in terms of coverage.”

The maximum capacity for the
Oulton Park season opener at the
end of Aprilis38carssothereareonly
twofull season spaces available, but
other circuits like Silverstone Grand
Prix can accommodate far more
additional entries.

Amongthe new driversforthisyear
12017 Mini Se7en champion Charlie
Budd, who will be competingasa

privateer alongside his brother Daniel.

“We are all excited and motivated

forthenew challenge,” said Charlie.
“Allmy circuitracing sofar hasbeen
infront-wheel drive Minis, so the key
forus this year will be seat time to
learnthenewcar.”

Ginetta Junior graduates Conner
Garlick and Abbi Pulling are also
new for this season.

Of thedrivers continuing in the series,
2017 Ginetta Junior podium finisher
Scott McKenna was the highest in the
2018 standings. He will look to improve
on his seventh placelast year and has
switched to the Xentek Motorsport
squad. Junior Saloon Car champions
Will Dyrdal and Katie Milner are
among the otherstoremain onthe grid.

GT regular Jones sets up his own team to run drivers in Ginetta categories

He’snow decided to move

Ginettaregular Declan Jones

hassetuphisownteamto

run carsinthe GT4 Supercup

and GT5 Challenge categories
this year.

Jones, 23, has competed in
both seriesinrecent years
and was runner-up inthe GT4
class of British GTin 2013
also atthe wheel of a Ginetta.

intoteam management and
will run Lucky Khera and Lee
Frostinthe GT4 Supercupin
2019. The duo competed under
the Butler Motorsport banner
last season, with Jones
providing additional support.
“Motorsport has always
been my life and building a

teamis something I've always
wanted todo, soIhad to take
the opportunity when it
arose,” said Jones, whois
planning torunthree cars
inthe GT5 Challenge.
“Having been with my
dad, Kelvin Jones, from a
youngageI've gained a wealth
of experience and knowledge

from amanagement and
engineering point.

“Iam very excited and
looking forward to thisnew
chapter. I haverecruited some
very experienced staff and
with a group of determined,
fastdrivers, we expect tobe
challenging for wins from the

openingrounds of the season.”

Khera and Frost
ApT 3:*:- join the new team
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" Eastwell mlsses even

lliness forced UK Formula Ford
driver Michael Eastwell to miss
the Bathurst 12 Hour-supporting
FF1600 races last weekend, as

Le Mans podium finisher Mathias
Beche took his place.

Beche, 32, wasin Australiaforthe
first time to competein the 12 Hours
inaKTM X-Bow GT4, but alsoended up
takingapair of second placefinishes
inthe FF1600 supportraces.

'HINE S ’IN fl-' DBMULf

The LMP1 Rebellion driver was
invited to take Eastwell’s Spectrum 010
seatinarestaurant earlierin the week.

Hehad only driven a Formula Ford
onceinhiscareer, 15 yearsago,and had
never driven a H-pattern gearbox car on
atrack because hehad gone straight
into Formula Renault after karting.

“I'veneverright-foot braked apart
frominaroad car,” said Beche.

“Thadtoheel-and-toe and discover
thetrack. Thefirst sessionIdidfive
laps and was somethinglike

Brits through W Series first-round selection process

Allfive British driversto be shortlisted
fortheall-female W Serieshave made
itthrough thefirst stage of the
selection process.

BRDC British Formula 3 driver Jamie
Chadwick, former GP3racer Alice
Powell, Porsche Carrera Cup GB
competitor Esmee Hawkey, 2009 Ginetta
Junior champion Sarah Moore and
Jessica Hawkins were among the 28
drivers tomakeit through after three-
daysof intensive assessment in Austria.

The original shortlist of 54 drivers were
whittled down by a panel of judges
including W Series directors David
Coulthard and Dave Ryan, as well as
former Indycar driver Lyn St James and
Le Mans winner Alexander Wurz.

Candidates were evaluated over the
course of 10modules, which included
testsof drivingability in snowy
conditions at the Wachauring, using
Ford Fiesta ST and Porsche Cayman
Sroadcars.

Fitnessand mental agility and
comprehensive media sessions were also
taken into consideration beforea ‘Race
of Champions-style’ challenge.

Thenext stage of the selection process
will take place acrossfour daysin
Almeriain Southern Spainin March,
where candidates will test the Tatuus
F318 Formula3cartobeusedin W Series.

Thefinal grid of 18 drivers, plustwo
reserves, will then be selected ahead of
thefirstround at Hockenheimin May.

tnlllness

A total of 28 female drivers will battle it outin the second selection process
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10seconds off the pace! Then it was
qualifyingand Ifigured it outand was
P2by three orfourtenths.

“IThaven’tdoneastandingstartfora
longtime becauseI’ve done endurance
racingforalongtime. ButIgotthelead!

“With thiscarthereisalotof drag
racingsoit’sabout gettingthe tow
and stuff, soit’sanice game.

“Wehad agood fight with theleaders
butit wasreally close. It’s about being
behind theleader onthelastlap soyou
canovertake with the slipstream.

“Thefield was awesome, 45 cars1
think.Iwas quite surprised tobe =
straight away there[on the pace].”

Paired with Dean Koutsoumidis, Jake
Parsons and James Winslow in the 12
Hours, the X-Bow suffered damage at
the start before mechanicalissues
stymied progress, but Bechereckons he
scored a GT4laprecordlaterintherace.

Of hisabsence, Eastwell said: “Thadto |
pulloutof Bathurst,IThaven’tbeenwell — ».
recently and decided it wasn’tatrack to
race atnotfeeling100%.”

Marcus Blcknell’s 2001 Forxd Fusion ASCARVS stock caris ready
forthe 2019 season having beenre-liveried in2018 NASCAR
champion Joey Logano’s colours.The carwill race in the newly-
merged Bernie’s Sports Racing &V8s promoted by the 750IVIC.
The ASCAR previously raced at Rockingham and in the USA in
the hands of Legends and European SCSA champion John Mickel
andis prepped by Duane Kidd.

And:rew (€9 w111 race with dad Mike

Pre-66 Mini restored and
to be raced by Jordans

British Touring Car frontrunner Andrew
Jordan will race a pre-1966 Mini Cooper
inselected eventsthis year.

TheJordan Racing Team is currently
preparingthe Appendix K machine
previously raced by Dan Wheeler. Jordan,
the 2013 BT'CC champion, hopesto share
the car with hisfather Mike in Historic
RacingDrivers Club eventsin 2019, and
contest The Mini Celebration Trophy
atthe Silverstone Classicin July,
celebrating 60 years of AlecIssigonis’
famousfront-wheel-drive design.

“Myfirstracing car—inJunior
Rallycross—was aMiniand I've gota Mini
road car,” said Jordan Jr. “Welooked at
buildinganew one, then saw thisinan
auction. It’sgotalot of therightbitsonit,
sowe’rejustrefurbingitand puttingina
new engine. It should be good.

“Wedidn’tdomuchracingin2018and
we wanttodoabitmore. It’sanothercar
we can enjoy driving. That’s why we got
intohistorics.”

Jordan believes that theracingshould
be competitive, with many rapid Mini
driverslikely to enter the two Silverstone
Classic contests.

“Theylook good fun todrive and you're
always goingtohave someonetorace,”
said Jordan, whohasalsoshared a Mini
1275 GT with Nick Swift. “There arelots of
good driverssoyouwon’tbreak the tow.”

Members’Meetingison Aril 6/1

High-profile Le Mans

victors to Goodwood

Goodwood hasrevealed the first high-
profile drivers who will competein the
2019 Members’ Meeting, featuring 11
overall and class winners of the
LeMans24 Hours.

Five decades of La Sarthe successand
24 outright wins will be represented.
Mostnotably, Guy Smith, Dieter Quester,
Neel Jani, Alexander Wurz and Hans-
Joachim Stuck will all make their
Goodwoodracing debuts.

Double Le Mans champion Romain
Dumasisanew entry for the Members’
Meeting, havingmade his Goodwood
debutinthe2012Revival.

They will be joined by regular
Goodwood faces Darren Turner, Jochen
Mass, Emanuele Pirro, Tom Kristensen
and Richard Attwood.

Smith, who will compete in the flagship
Gerry Marshall Trophy race, said: “Iam
stillarelative novice on the Goodwood
Circuitas, whileI'vedone afew
manufacturer trackdays, Istill
havealottolearn.

“It’sareal old-school circuit with some
fantastic sweeping, fast cornersthat
alwaysprovidesamazingracing.”

GOODWOOD HIGH-PROFILE DRIVERS

Richard Attwood Dieter Quester
Romain Dumas Guy Smith
Neel Jani Hans-Joachim
Tom Kristensen Stuck

Jochen Mass Darren Turner
Emanuele Pirro Alexander Wurz
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Clitheroe and District Motor Club are pleased to announce

A NEW CHAMPIONSHIP FOR CLASSIC MINIS

Formed to fill a void left by other championships and devised in a
format with simple class structure and the highest quality asphalt
rallies around the United Kingdom, for contenders
to demonstrate their skills and abilities.

" QUALIFYING EVENTS

9th February Jack Neal Rally Lincolnshire Single Venue Airfield
10th March Tour of Epynt Mid Wales Military Ranges
21st April Warcop Stages Cumbria Military Ranges
S ek 10th May Manx National Leg 1 Isle of Man Closed Road
p L AY s N E V E R ® App Store - 11th May Manx National Leg 2 Isle of Man Closed Road
S E E N B E F O R E ’* CF& '0 T :;;Ie Play ' 20th July Down Rally Northern Island Closed Road
4th August Solway Coast Rally  Southern Scotland  Military Ranges
28th September Patriot Stages South East Wales Single Venue Military
GAMBLING CONTACT
Championship Coordinator - Chris Woodcock
(GAM STOP 07973 830695 / chris@classicminichallenge.co.uk

Commission with license number: 000-051155-R-3285
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SERIES

Turbo Tin Tops
Turbo and Supercharged
front wheel drive race series.

40 minute pit stop races for 1 or 2 drivers
www.classicsportscarclub.co.uk

RX8 Trophy
Ultra low cost, road legal race
class for 231bhp Mazda RX8.
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‘Ralli22 hillclimb

events announced’
High profile rounds, below

WORKSHOP

SUPER TOURING
NISSAN PRIMERA

Currentowner:RichardWheeler

It’s the ex-David Leslie
car

Thisis David Leslie’s 1999
works car, run by RML for
Nissan, in which he finished
second in the British Touring
Car Championship to team-mate
Laurent Aiello. Tommy Rustad
then won the Swedish Touring
Car Championshipinitin 2000
for Crawford Motorsport and in
2001 itranin Sweden again for
acustomer.

Dave Jarman acquired it
After a season in the European
Touring Car Championship in
2002, Dave Jarman bought the
Primera from Crawford
Motorsport. “l got itin 2002
when it finished the last round
ofthe ETCC," says Jarman.

“I kept it for two or three seasons
andraced it in Formula Saloons,
andthenlsolditon.”

Jarmanboughtitback
“Later, my friend Keith Butcher
boughtitin around 2009/2010
when we started the Super
Touring series,” says Jarman. ‘|
had the red ex-Matt Neal Dynamics
car from 1998 but then some
guysin New Zealand wanted to
buy that. | only sold the Neal car
knowing | could buy the Leslie
car back from Keith. So | bought
it from him three years ago but|
never had two at the same time.”

Itis a strong package
The Primeras were widely
regarded as one of the best

cars of the eraand this one is still
very original with the same ECU
and the same datalogger. The
engines are done by Dave Hill
from Mountune, who builtthemin
period. It has recently been sold
to Richard Wheeler for the 2019
Dunlop Saloon Car Cup season.
“When | sold the car | was pleased
that it was going to stay in the UK
and beraced,” says Jarman.

RichardWheeler now
owns it

“The first motorsport | got into
was the BTCC inthe 1990s
andI'mabig Nissan fan” says
Wheeler. “So when this car came
up it was absolutely perfect. | can
only manage three or four race
weekends a yearto due to family
and business, sothe DSCCis
ideal with eight races in four
weekends. John Danby Racing
isgoingtorunitformeandI'm
really looking forward to racing it.”

Wheeleris new to Super
Touring

“l only started racing three years
ago with the Classic Sports Car
Club and had a Ford Fiestaand a
Lotus Elan,” says Wheeler. “Jake
Hillwon at the Silverstone Classic
last year driving my Elan.”

Primera will race this year

By Paul Lawrence

British driver lan Beveridge
will be the only non-
Scandinavian competitor
on the historic rally that
supports WRC Rally
Sweden on February 14-17.
Beveridge, amotorsport
consultantfor tyre
manufacturer Yokohama,
and his co-driver Paul Price
will use alocally prepared
Ford Escort Mk2 on the snow-
based event thatincludes
entriesfor 2003 World Rally
champion Petter Solberg
(Ford Escort Mk2) and rally

Photos: Jakob Brodzicki, Lyndon McNeil, Paul Lawrence

legend Rauno Aaltonen, now 81
yearsold,inaMini CooperS.
Despite havingrallied since
the 1980s, Beveridge hasnever
before competed with BDG
power. “A colleague of mine
from Yokohamain Swedenis
lendingmeacar,” hesaid. “T’'ve
notrallied a BDG-engined Mk2
before.Ihad a Ford Escort
MexicobackinthedayandI've
tested carslike that before, but
never actuallyrallied one. It
will be a great new experience.”
Thehistoric section, with
anentry of 55 cars, runs
between the two loops of the
WRC event and the historics

runonstudded tyres.

“Idid asnow rally aboutfive
yearsagoinan Opel Ascona
andthe gripfrom the studded
tyresisjustunbelievable,”
said Beveridge. “The WRC cars
useslightly wider tyres, so our
gripis probably even better.

“Itisatleastthelevel of grip
of wet asphalt: thereisa
remarkable amount of grip.
You can’tstand up onthe
surface, but you getin the car
and you can barely make it
slide. It takes a bit of getting
your head around and some
mental adjustmentisrequired
butitisfantasticfun.”

Solbergwill compete in Escort Mk2

Van Diemen RF81 of Sennawill be at Race Retro

Senna’s FFord

HRDC splits from BRSCC for 2019

to go on display

The Historic Racing the Donington Historic

The Formula Ford Drivers’ Club has Festival, the Thruxton
1600 Van Diemen RF81 confirmed a 2019 Motorsport Celebration
raced by the late Ayrton calendar based around and the Castle Combe
Sennain hisfirst season six eventsincluding Autumn Classic.
out of karts willreturn anew HRDC Race “Thave soughtto
topublic view at Race Festival at Lydden Hill upgrade the quality of
Retroon February 22-24. on Monday, May 27. the meetings that the

Followingatotal The HRDC has moved HRDC will attend,”
restoration by Van away from running said club founder
Diemen boss Ralph events within BRSCC Julius Thurgood.
Firman, chassis 528, race meetings forits Aplanned gapin
will featurein the seven categories and the schedule from
event’s Hall of Fame. will now support the the end of June to
Ithasnotbeenseenin Vintage Sports-Car early October avoids
publicsince the 1980s. Club at Silverstone clashes with other

Ayrton Sennada and Donington Park, major historic events.

Silva, ashe wasthen
known, arrivedin the
UK forthe 1981 season
after animpressive
karting careerin Brazil.

R.A.C entry expanded due to interest

Heraced the works The Roger Albert Clark  this month, and this
Van Diemen onhis car Rally has now received will be the catalyst
debut at Brands Hatch 184 entry deposits as for the next entry fee
and wenton towin 12 interestin the event instalment as crews
outof 20races and two continues unabated. will berequired to
major titles. To cope with lodge a further £500

Attheendof 1981, demand, the entry by April 30.
the Senna car was has been extended Rally manager
sold but Firman later to 160 cars as well as Colin Heppenstall
had the chance tobuy 10reserves for the said: “We currently
itback. He putitinto five-day, 32-stage, have 24 crews on the
storagefor many 300-stage mile event reservelistandIam
years before finally in November. confident we will have
decidingtorestoreit. Regulations and space for all of them,

entry forms are due and probably more.”

Owen on the grid
Racing newcomer Tom Owen
will join the 70s Road Sports grid
this season in a newly-prepared
Datsun 240Z from Dave Jarman
Racing. Itis based on a project
that Jarman started to build as
an FlA-specification car for his
own use, but has now been
completed for Owento join

the Road Sports field.

Riponian kicks off
Ben Jemison's newly-built Vauxhall
Chevette HSR tops the 20-strong
historic entry for Sunday’s Riponian
Rally in Yorkshire. The field for the
opening round of the Northern
Historic Rally Championship also
includes Ben Mellors (Toyota Celica),
Bob Bean (Lotus Cortina), Jeremy
Easson (Datsun 240Z) and Terry
Cree (BMW 2002).

Classic test day
Competitorsracing atthe
Silverstone Classic at the end

of July have the chance of afree
day’s testing on the Silverstone
GP circuit during the event’s
preview day on Wednesday April
10. Places will be allocated on
afirst-come, first-served basis
and can be booked via the event
website at silverstoneclassic.com

Le Mans celebration
Race Retro on February 22-24 will
celebrate the Le Mans 24-hourrace
with adisplay of vehicles from the

race. Notable among the carsto be
featured in the event's Hall of Fame
isan AudiR8C. AudimadeitsLe

Mans debutin 1999, with R8s

finishing third and fourth, and went
ontotake 13 overall victories.

Ralli22 revealed
The Ralli22 series of hillclimbs for
period rally cars has announced
two of its dates for2019. Cars
spanning the Group B, Group A
and WRC eras will be in timed
competition at the Shelsley
Walsh Classic Nostalgia
weekend (June 15/16) and the
Chateau Impney hillclimb (July
13/14) along with several more
dates still to be announced.

Harrisonis top dog
Mini racer Andy Harrison has accepted
arole as abrand ambassador for the
British Motorsport Marshals Club.
Harrison was a close friend to former
BMMC President, the late Barrie
‘Whizzo' Williams. The ex-Williams
1963 Mini Cooper Sistobe

auctioned at Race Retro with a guide
price of £70,000to0 £100,000.

Porsches on show
The Porsche marque will be
celebrated at Prescotton
Saturday June 22, with several
notable cars on display including
the ex-Derek Bell/Stefan Bellof
Group C Porsche 956.On the
Gloucestershire hill willbe a
range classes for Porsches as
well as a round of the Porsche
Club Speed Championship.

Prescott Porsche celebration

THE WORLD'S GREATEST GRAVEL RALLY? > > DPAGE 27
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By David Evans

FIA president Jean Todt would like
to see more cross-border rounds
of the World Rally Championship
and sees this as a potential
solution to an increasingly
complicated calendar equation.

This year’s WRC calendar has
increased from 13 to 14 rounds and the
planfornext yearistointroduce Japan
and Kenya to that schedule, forcing two
European rounds out. Todt said events
shouldlook tojoin forces with their
neighbourstoease thatissue.

Todt said: “Iwanta global
championship and sol wantralliesin
Europe where the history of rallying
started-butIwanttogotoevery part
of the world: Latin America, Asia.

Ifeelbad we don’t have arally in
China-clearly we had some attempt,
butitdid not work —India, Indonesia
or Thailand. And ahuge country
like Japan, it’sjust aquestion of
time before we are there. It’s great
that we have a Korean company like
Hyundai, but I want some Chinese
manufacturers.I want to goback to
Africaand we’re working on that and
[on gettingto] the Middle East.
“That’s what we want to achieve
but we cannot host 20 rallies, we
needtofind criteria.I wanted to
have multi-country rallies: I thought
onerally could use two countries.

“What Iwish doesnotalways happen,

butIfeel we should have some sort of
creativity with rallies covering more
than one country —this could help

settle this question of a European

calendar.I’ve been individually talking
with some countries, suggesting this.”

Corsica, Germany and Sardinia
are understood to be the European
events under pressure to keep their
slots for 2020. WRC Promoter
managing director Oliver Ciesla
wasn’tkeen to discussindividual
rallies, but urged series stakeholders
tolook furtherto the future.

“The championship, inits entirety,
hashad 32 countries,” he said. “They
went, they came, the championship
survived, the countries survived. I
don’tthink we need to hype somuch

which oneis going. If it will be France,

Italy or Germany going then in that
very moment, of course it will be bad
news. What weneed to seein thelong

termis what’s best for the championship.
“If we donot go tothe biggest
marketsin the future, which isalso
China and the United States, then
thisisnot interesting for sponsors
and car [manufacturers] to make
their businessin the future. Andif
youdonotrunaproduct that they
sellthenthisisalsoathreat. Andit
makeslittle difference what European
country we’rein or notinif they
want to goto China, India or the US.
“We are talking about the wrong
things. Theright questionis: why is
it sodifficult to get into the Chinese
market? What can we dotoraiseit
inthe US? Howlongdoes this take?
Sponsors tell me for years, whatis
goingonin China? Long-term, thisis
more bad news for the series than not

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

being on one European event. Long-
term, losing one European round is
notathreattothe championship.”

Ciesla admitted he could see
value in Todt’s idea of two-country
events, withrounds one and two
both employing such a plan with
Monte Carlo and France and
Sweden and Norway.

“Iamnotagainst this, but the
technical implementation needed to
have two countries working together
iscomplicated,” said Ciesla. “Itisideal
from a political point of view, because
ithelpsustotouch many more
markets, but the truth is tocombine
two organisersis very complex; it
means combining different governing
bodies, different police forces and very
few countries work so close together.”

: This year’s event
&5 will have 194 miles

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Rally Mexico reduced to the shortest competitive route in the event’s history

Rally Mexico will runits shortest
competitive route ever at next
month’s third round of the World
Rally Championship.

The Leon-based event will include
194 competitive miles, down from
the 252 which featured on the
longest ever Rally Mexico in 2012.
The itinerary for the March 7-10
eventis familiar from last year with
two changes, the loss of the Duarte-
Derramadero test which opened the

morning and afternoon Friday loops
last season and the introduction of
the Mesa Cuata test which follows
Alfaro on Sunday morning.

Last year the crews tackled Las
Minas twice on the final morning
with the second attempt counting
as the powerstage. Las Minas
remains the final bonus points-
paying test, but the first run is
taken on Friday afternoon.

Rally Portugal has also overhauled

itsroute, with legendary names like
Arganil, Gois and Lousareturning
to the route for the opening day. MN
understands budget problems ruled
out some of the regions used on last
year’sroute, but the roads in central
Portugal will be welcomed by fans.
The weekend stages of the
Matosinhos-based event remain
largely similar to last season,
especially the Fafe powerstage
on Sunday June 2.

SPECIAL FIA HALL OF FAME CEREMONY FOR WRC CHAMPIONS > > JPAGE 16!
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‘Fisher returns

for Galway outing’
Irish star back on stage, pl4

Photos: Anthony Bailet, mcklein-imagedatabase.com, Jacques Letihon
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HYUNDAI STI
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Sebastien Loeb’s testing crash
ahead of next week’s Rally Sweden
hadnoimpactonthe squad’sround-
two preparation, accordingto

his Hyundai team.

The Frenchman went off theroad
ononeof hisfinal runsin thei20
Coupe WRCtest car on Thursday.
Sourcesin thearea of northern
Swedenreported the carrolled

over asnowbank causing significant

damage. Both Loeb and co-driver
Daniel Elena were uninjured in
theincident, which concluded
their first snow test since 2012.

The team worked through the
nightonthei20 and haditready for
Andreas Mikkelsen to begin his
preparations thefollowingday. Last

_i:JJ

'L

: SHU

Kris Meeke and Seb Marshall
enjoyed theirfirst extended running
ina Sweden-specification Yaris
WRC onroads close to Jyvaskyla.
Marshall told MIN: “Krisfelt very
comfortableinthe car straight away.
We worked off a set-up from both Ott ;.
[Tanak]and Jari-Matti[Latvalaland . =
thenfocusedonspringsanddampers &
with some work on the differential ¥
settings.Idon’t think we’ve done o
anything dramatically different.
The carfelt well balanced. It did
everything we could have asked of it.”
Marcus Gronholm stepped aboard
thetest Yaris for a further day of
testingbefore hisreturn next week.
Onceagain, heand TimoRautiainen
impressed with their pace, despite

T
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“The 50-miler
didn’t generate
the interest”

always look forward to the arrival of
the Rally Mexicoroute. It’s the sense
of adventure - the same reason you’d
always look out for the Bauxite Way
or Karoutes on an Acropolis route.

| suppose Guanajuatito or El Chocolate
have become the modern-day equivalent of such
Greek classics. Which is why | couldn't help feel
slightly disappointed at the plan for this year’s

year’s Rally Sweden winner Thierry
Neuville had completed his running

heavy snow duringtheday.

Gronholm’s former mentor at Rally Mexico. It's pretty much the same as last

timein the car ahead of Loeb.
Ateamspokesman said: “The

guysonsitedid agoodjobinkeeping

the carfully operational for the
continuation of thefinal testday
with Andreas.”

Last week was a busy one with three

of thefourfactory teamsinaction
in the Scandinavian snow. While
Hyundai was workingin Sweden,
M-Sportand Toyota were doing the
same across theborderin Finland.

Toyota George Donaldson was
present at the test. He told MN:

Citroen will runits tests for
Sebastien Ogier and Esapekka
Lappi this week.

“Marcus was drivingreally well.
The speed of the carisstill goingto
take some gettingused to—heand
Timoflew alittle furtherin some
placesthan they probably expected -
butit was good. He’s still not going
tobedrawninto anything, though.”

All Hyundai
drivers tested

Sordo: back on gravel surface

Hyundai driver Dani Sordo
will compete on gravel again
for the first time in four months
when he starts Rali Serras de
Fafelater thismonth.

Sordo will usea Hyundai i20
R5onthe Portuguese event as
helooksto get himself back
intothe gravel groove ahead
of nextmonth’sRally Mexico—
hismaiden WRC outingof the
season. The February 22/23
rally will be hisfirsttimeinan

R5 caron gravel, having driven
onetothird placeonlast year’s
all-asphalt Barum Rally.

Sordo said: “It’simportant to
compete before Rally Mexico. It
will bemyfirsttime atthe event
[RaliSerrasde Fafe], butI know
the conditions and some of the
stagesasthey are same as Rally
of Portugal, butit should be
very good training for Mexico.
I'mlookingforward to driving
the Hyundaii20 R5again. I

Spaniard Sordo signs up for gravel outing in Portugal

droveiton Tarmaclast year and
it should be fun on the gravel
stagesaswell. Therallyis very
popular, with alot of fans, soit
will be great to work with the
otheri20 R5 crewstoputusall
atthetop of thetimes.”

Sordo’slast gravel WRC
action was for aday in Spain
last October, but before that
hislastfullloose surface
counter was when hefinished
fourthin Portugal.

McRae scares
himself with win

Wales Rally GBmanaging director

Ben Taylor has stepped down

Alister McRae posted a
new courserecord for the
Leadfoot Festival in New
Zealand, winning the Kiwi
hillclimbin a Subaru
Impreza WRX STI for the
third year in succession.

from his position after five years
incharge of Britain’sround of
the World Rally Championship.

Rally GB when it wasin danger
of being dropped from the
WRC calendar and has turned

Taylor took charge of Wales

Promoter’s standard-bearers.

Taylor said: “ITam extremely

honoured to have held the position
and proud of what we have
achieved.Imay have been the
figurehead, but the work isdone
by legions of people on the ground
givingtime and expertise tomake
itallhappen.Ithasbeenagreat

Wales Rally GB hoss Taylor steps down from his role after five years

amazing people and seefirst-hand
just what afantasticjobthey do.
“WhenItook over, my ambition
wastoreturnRally GBtoaposition
where people were proud of their
home WRCround. It’staken alot
of hard work, andit’s by nomeans
thefinished article, butIthink we
have shownthat GBisonceagain

The Scot, driving the itintoone of the WRC privilegeto get toknow these amongthebestinthe world.”
ex-Possum Bourne hillclimb
car, posted a time of 47.99s for
theall-asphalt mile-longrun. A \ RA
“Ididn’t know the time
whenIgottothetop,” McRae Mads Ostberg finished his . (bothin Skoda FabiaR5s)... Eleven-

said, “butmy legand my
hand was shaking so that
meansIscared myself. We
turned the car up a little bit
more. There was a couple of
placesinthe previousrun
out of the bridge whereit got
awee bit sideways on me so
Tjustkilled it alittle biton
the brake there. There was
quiteabitof dirtin theroad
through the trees and it was
understeering there
soIhadtobeaweebitbrave
and keep the throttlein and
throw another gear atit.”

Citroen C3 R5 a troubled second
on Saturday’s Rally Hadeland in
Norway. Ostberg couldn’t find

a set-up which worked for him
aboard the car he will drive this
season. He departed the event
admitting: “We have a lot of work
to do before Rally Sweden.”
Theissues centred onfinding

a suspension solution which
offered sufficient traction...

Ole Christian Veiby made up fora
disappointing Monte Carlo Rally with
Hadeland victory in his Volkswagen
Polo GTIR5. Henning Solberg was
third with Eyvind Brynildsen fourth

: time Italian Rally champion

: Paolo Andreucci, 53, will turn

: his back on Peugeot and his

- domestic series this season -

: heis expected to tackle a limited
* WRC 2 programme aboard a

: Citroen C3 R5... Mikko Hirvonen

: made a superb return to rallying

- aboard a Ford Escort RS1800 (not
> his own though —this car was locally
: provided in Belgium) to win the

: Legends Boucles de Bastogne.

: Co-driven by Jarno Ottman, the

: 15-time world rally winner beat the

: similar machine of local Frederic

5 Caprasse into second place...

: Hirvonenwon the Boucles

: 911 homeinfifth... Thierry

the Legends Boucles de Bastogne

FlA rally director Yves Matton
made a rare competitive rally
appearance to bring a Porsche

Neuville retired his Opel Corsa from

event with an oil pressure problem.

i

year. Except shorter. And there are no 30-mile
stages. And certainly no 50-milers.

It's the Mexicans’ fault — they’ve worked so hard
to lead the World Rally Championship in terms of
innovation in recent years, anything less than the
longest test of the season or a trip to the centre of
Mexico City just doesn't cut it anymore.

Thisis also the new WRC order. Endurance isn't
really the thing anymore and we need to come to
terms with that. Even though it was only three years
ago, the passing of time has skewed memories of
that 50-mile Guanajuato test on the final morning
ofthe 2016 event. Talking about this very subject
inthe service parkin Gap last month, there were
plenty who remembered that very stage witha
sense of adventure, endurance and exploration.

The only thing missing was competition. ..
Sebastien Ogier won the stage in 48m06.8s with
his then Volkswagen team-mate Jari-Matti Latvala
his nearestrival. J-ML was 25.3s behind. Hayden
Paddon was third, a minute down. Tenth quickest
inthe test was the Ford Fiesta RS WRC of
Benito Guerra. The local hero was almost
four minutes slower.

Those 50 miles simply didn’t generate the sort
of action which they might have. Forthe WRC
Promoter, running that stage again would mean
amassive All Live effort for — probably — the same
single-sentence response a good few of the drivers
offerfrom the end of a 10 or 15-miler. Instead of
fewer, longer stages, the plan is for shorter tests
atahighertempo.

I getthat. And, let's face it, we'll still be totally
transfixed by a shorter Mexico. It's the way of the
World Rally Championship these days — blink
and you'll miss something. Round one was split
by 2.2 seconds. Next week’s super-quick Rally
Sweden will be the same story. Once again every
team will offer a potential winner. Or two. Or three.

The 2016 days of long stages offering dull
stories are well and truly in the past.

There, | almost got through this column without
mentioning Marcus Gronholm. Almost. Have you
seen the videos from his test? He's totally on it
and looking very, very comfortable with a car that
is clearly forgiving, friendly and made on fast roads
covered in snow.

| saw Gronholm and his co-driver Timo Rautiainen
in Paris last week and the pair of them were like
teenagers again. lt's fantastic to know that as
excited as we are to see them in the car again —
they are even more so to be there themselves.
Here's hoping the weather delivers them the
opportunity to do something great again. Talking
ofthe weather and round two, don't even think
about starting any of those no-snow Sweden
stories. It will be fine. It. Will. Be. Fine. | promise.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Irish Tarmac frontrunner
Alastair Fisher will return
to the series in Galway this
weekend, after sitting out
the 2018 campaign.

Fisher, nephew of multiple
ITRC champion Bertie, was
the topR5and third overall last
time he contested the eventin
aFord FiestaR5. He’lldrivea
similar machine, resuminghis
partnership with Dom Buckley
" RSC, which willrunthe car.
«  “Wewerethird overall the
 lasttwoyearsandit’s generally
= inconditions welike,” Fisher
L told MN.
“ - “Hopefully we canpick up
where we’ve left off before.

1 E -
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Ace?

Ultimately everyone progresses
year on year soI'm expecting it
tobeachallengetogetupto
speed. We’ll have to get our head
down and keep up with them.”
Joining the other 24 R5s on
the entrylist for the event,
Fisher believesit’stakena
while for competitorsto
understand the benefits of
competinginthe class.
“Thavetosayit’s[the entry]
veryimpressive,” he added.
“It’stook three yearsfor
everybody torealise the potential
of R5and whatitcando. And how
accessibleitis.It’'sgood to seeit
startingtocometofruition.”
Bertie won the event 20 years
previouslyina SubaruImpreza
555 (seepage 19).

cJ[ !
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Fisher sat out last year
after second in 2017

One-day Galway to
henefit R5s - Jennings

Double Galway International
Rally winner Garry Jennings
believes thefactthattheevent
switchestoaone-day format will
affectthe balance between WRC
andR5carsintheIrish Tarmac
Rally Championship opener, asthe
R5drivers will be better prepared.
Theeventdidn'trunlast year due
tofundingissues, and hasreturned
with a slightly shortened format
featuringjust a single day of action.
“It wasdisappointingtoseeit
cancelled last year asitis oneof my
favourite events,” said Jennings.
“Becauseit’saone-dayrally
thisyearittakes onawholenew
meaning, a different complexion.
Alotof the R5drivers will have
done afair bit of testingand will
bechompingatthebitto get going.
It will be atough battle.”
Jenningsenters this weekend’s
event withachancetoscorean
unprecedented three consecutive
overall wins as he gearsupfor action
inhis SubaruImpreza S12B WRC.
Eugene Donnelly, Austin MacHale
and Mark Lovell are the only other
people who have managed the same
featonaneventthatistraditionally
heldin wet and windy conditions on
Ireland’s west coast.
“We’vebeen successful in Galway

Jennings:R5s have advantage

onour two previous visits—that’s
why we decided to put an entry
in,” headded. “If it [a hat-trick of
wins]happensthenthat’s great,
butif itdoesn’t we can’t say that
wedidn’ttry.”
Jenningshasn’tinitiated an all out
assaulton the ITRC sinceit wentto
allowingonly R5 carstofightforthe
overall championship, excluding
WRC carsinto a separate class.
Hehaslongbeen an exponent
of right-hand-drive carsand
without a properly homologated
caronthemarket, hehasstuck
tovaried outingsin his Impreza.
He won events competingin
Francelastyear.

Darcy swaps Darrian
for Den Escort Mk2

Irish Tarmac Modified Rally
Championshipdriver Stuart Darcy
hasswappedaDarrian T90for a
Den Motorsport Ford Escort Mk2
forthisyear’stitle assault.

Darcy faces stern oppositionin
Galway (seepage 19) but the winner
of thelasttwo championships,
Kevin Eves, hasleft the series.

“Ihadalotof badluck with the
car [Darrian], itfeltlike theright
timeforachange,” said Darcy.

“TheFordsareawork of art
especially Barry Den’s cars, they’re
abrave and well put together car.

“It probably will require a
different driving style, the Escorts
tend to oversteer more.”

Darcy islikely to complete the
wholeseason, butistempted by
anupgrade forthe Donegal
International Rally in June.

“Wemay go four-wheel-drivefora
couple of rallies, but we’ll see how we
are getting on, maybe arally before
Donegal and then the International
inaWRCcar,” headded.

“Iwould have gone R5but the
right-hand-drive thing[rule change
toallow R5RHD conversions]is
pointless. Youcan't winralliesand
only score points. You're paying
£160,000 for acar and you can’t
really win anything.”

Bogie: Snowman

instead of Galway

The 2017 Snowman Rally
winner David Bogiehasmade
alastminute U-turn toenter
thisyear’sevent, switching
hisplansto contest the Irish
Tarmac Rally Championship
openerin Galway.

Bogie—along-time fan of
Irishrallyingand the 2016
Donegal National Rally
winner-had wanted to
combine his efforts to win the
British Rally Championship
with the ITRC, butthe
Dumfries driver will
remain closertohome.

“The original plan wasfor us
tostartboth championships,
the BRC and theIrish Tarmac,

SEEDED ENTRY L
Snowman Rally, Inverness, February 9
NO DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR

1 David Bogie/John Rowan Skoda FabiaR5

2 Euan Thorburn/Paul Beaton Ford Focus WRC
3 Garry Pearson/Dale Bowen Ford Fiesta R5

4 Jock Armstrong/Cameron Fair SubaruImpreza

5 Donnie Macdonald/Andrew Falconer | Ford Fiesta RS

6 Mark McCulloch/Michael Hendry Ford Fiesta R5

8 Bruce McCombie/Michael Coutts Ford Focus WRC
9 Freddie Milne/Patrick Walsh Mitsubishi Lancer
10 |John Wink/John Forrest Hyundaii20 R5

but we arejusttoobusy

with work tomakeit overto
Galway,” thefive-time SRC
championsaid. “Sowe’llhead
over tothe Snowman and do
select Scottish Championship
roundsasusual.”

Bogie will be joined onthe
Snowman by the return of
Euan Thorburn, the 2014 SRC
champion havingnotrallied
since 2017. He’ll competeina
Ford Focus WRC,ashedidin
histitle-winning year.

Donegal quiz raises over €5000 for Down’s Syndrome charity

The second annual Super Rally
Quiztook place in Letterkenny
last weekend, with over 100
rallying enthusiasts gathered to
raise over€5000for the Donegal
Down’s Syndrome charity.
Quizmaster and Irish Tarmac
championship-winning
co-driver Rory Kennedy once

again brought together his
team, which consisted of event
organiser Danny McMenamin,
Aidan Caddye, Steven Sheridan
and Kevin Glendinning, for12
rounds (or stages), totry and
outwit the competitors.

Lastyear’s winning team of
Joe McGonigle and Patrick

Bridesrecruited Joe Friel and
James Cullen to ensure their
winningrun continued. They
took alast gasp win, claiming
victory by two points.
McMenamin said: “We’ve
been overwhelmed by people’s
generosity, thismoney will
make such adifference.”

IRISH TARMAC RS ENTRIES UP 525% FOR NEW SEASON
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‘Special 20-year Bertze

THE STRAIGHT-TALKING SCOT

JOHN
FIFE

“Snowmanto &
kick off refreshed - '/
Scottish series”

Fisher anniversary’
Galway Rally preview, pl9

Photos: Red265 Rally Media
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he impending arrival of a
new rallying season always
raises fears as well as hopes.
Fears that one driver will
run away with it,and hopes
thatit willindeed provide

- wide open competition.

Bird has competed Expectations are high for this year's new-look
§ in Barbados often Scottish Rally Championship as the entry list for
- e ; the Coogie Urquhart Snowman Rally opening
[July 11,2018], UKAD was investigating the round will testify. Daviq Bogie will startas fa\_/ourite,
case pursuant to our anti-dopingrules. of course, but his ambition lies elsewhere this year:

“Motorsport UK has been proactive on s the British Rally Championship.
anti-dopingeducationand awareness, i His campaign will really start the following
providing opportunities for all competitors week on the Cambrian, but for now he said:

EO understand the protocols they sign up . “Of courseit's the chance to get seat time. But
0. Aswith everything we do, our workin . .
this area is under regular review. g more thar_w that, | enjoy the _Snowman andlenjoy

“Anyone wanting to know more the Scottish Champlonshlp."
about anti-doping in motorsport can Nonetheless, the five-time Scottish champion
visitmotorsportuk.org/Competitors/ will start as outright favourite in his Skoda Fabia
Anti-Doping.” . R5, but this is the Snowman. The big unknown
MPaul Birddoesnotwish to comment to here each and every yearis the weather.

otorsport News at this time. . . . .

Article10.12.1in the UK Anti Doping Cpupled with that Isanimpressive numbe_r of
Rules state: “An athlete or other person quCk and talented drivers behind him. Leadlng the
whohasbeen declared ineligible may not, chaseis 2014 champ Euan Thorburn, back behind
during the period of ineligibility, the wheel of a Ford Focus WRC and will be joined

participateinany capacityina by Bruce McCombie second time out in his new
competition, eventor other activity. . Focus WRC.
A P : - . s 2 Ea By il 2 Garry Pearson leads the R5 brigade from John
Wink, Mark McCulloch, and who knows, Lawrence
Whyte may well benefit from running outside the
top 10.

There are visitors too from abroad. Peter Taylor was
in dominant form on the Cheviot just three months
back, but that was on Tarmac, and lan Bainbridge is
relishing his first taste of Highland forest.

Then of course there is Freddie Milne, Jock
Armstrong and Donnie MacDonald. Milne used a
WRC Subaru last year, but has entered his
Mitsubishi, while Armstrong has entered his Subaru
Impreza. However, that might change before the
weekend if TEG Sport can sign off its first ‘Skodaru;,
a Fabia R5 with Impreza WRC running-gear.

‘I doubt we'llget achance foratest,” said

BTRDA Rally Series frontrunner Paul

Bird hasreceived an eight-year competition
ban after he was found guilty of evadinga
drugstest by the UK Anti Doping Panel.

Bird had been fighting for the BTRDA
Gold Star championshipin his Ford Focus
WRCO07 alongside eventual winner Matt
Edwards, before he stopped competing
after winningthe Carlisle Stages Rally.

Hehadreceived a two-year ban in 2015 for

. testingpositive for ametabolite of cocaine
- anddiuretics, following his win on the Nicky
Grist Stagesin July. Bird then returned
after hisban mid-way through 2017.
However, Bird was charged by the National
- Anti-Doping Panel Tribunal with “evading,
- refusingor failing to submit to sample
collection” with theincidentrelatingto
the Rallynuts Stages on April 14,2018.
UK Anti Doping hasnow banned him

from competition sanctioned by the
UK governing body, Motorsport UK, for
eightyearsstartingfrom July 11,2018.

Hedid compete on two events after the
Rallynuts Stages, the Plains Rally, which
hefinished third on, and he took victory
onthe Carlisle Stages.

Governing body Motorsport UK confirmed
to Motorsport News the reason why Bird
was ableto carry on competing, and thatit
was working toimprove knowledge when it
comestodopingand testrelated matters.

“Thelicence suspension wasn’timposed
immediately after the Rallynuts Stages
because any alleged violation of anti-doping
rulesfirstneedsto be properly investigated
beforeactionistaken,” aMotorsport UK
spokesperson said.

“Between the dates of the Rallynuts
Stages[April 14,2018] and the charge

Giddings gets prize Fiesta for BTRDA R2 Cup

Reigning Fiesta ST Trophy winner
James Giddings will stepup tothe R2
Rallye Cupin 2019, with the use of a
Ford Fiesta R2 as part of his prize for
last year’s championship.
Fortwoyearsthe ST Trophy has
offered the use of a Castrol Fiesta R2
for various events and championships,
butthisisthefirsttimeachampion
hastaken the car for a full campaign.
“Hopefully it willdo the ST Trophy
good for the cartobe outand about

“Hopefully we can get some good
results. It’s difficult to say where we’ll
be, there’sastrongentry of 10R2cars
for the Cambrian. There’s some good
competition there and I'm sureit will
betough, but I’'mfeeling positive.

“The Malcolm Wilsonisthe only
rally we haven’t done before, butI’'m
hoping we can adapttothe car onthe
Cambrian and then adapt our notes
well for the Malcolm Wilson to be
prepared. We’ll have a small test

- : inthe BTRDA,” said Welshman beforeit.” Armstrona. “B diti heS il
it (NP s Plasiin B , g. Butconaitions onthe Snowman wi
ST Troph Giddings, who won the GwynneSpeed George Lepley won last year’s R2 ‘ -
— Glddlngs ComeStS BTRDA Rally Challengein 2017 Sefyein beA:?cF))rr (Ii/?allzgglwea?(;‘ yf\lAe/arﬁ.issed outonhis 2019

pre-season ‘warm-up’ Last year he contested
the 24 hour ‘Strathpuffer’ mountain bike race
through the frozen wastes of Torachilty Forest
just weeks before the Snowman. He was unable

Welshman and two from Skye to Barbhados

for Inglis while Nikki Addison will

Welsh Road Rally opener postponed

Vauxhall Astradriver Paul Rees

to take part again last month, so how will he fare

Dovey Valley Motor Club winds which created drifts and a pair of crewsfromthelIsle join Macleod. . o

was forced to postpone over six feet high, while, of Skyein Scotland are among The crews will also compete on on four Wh.eells this weekend? _

the Rali Mike Darowen, at other points, freezing thelatest Brits tosign up to the pre-event ‘King of the Hill’ The quality is there, but what of the quantity?

the first round of the temperatures turned Rally Barbados. event, which moves venue to Lastyearthe Snowman had 91 entries and 96

Welsh Road Rally compacted snow toice. Reesand co-driver Paul Briggs Stewarts Hill for this year. the year before. This year, just 76.

Championship, which The organisers had won tworegional championships The eventalsobans any World One locally based Snowman regular explained:

was due to take place originally attempted lastyear, and return totheisland Rally Cars produced after 2008 u .

last Saturday night. to stage therally this where Reesfirstrallied in 2003. forthis year, pushingthe Cou nting entry fee, pacenotes, tyres and fuel,
The recent wintry coming weekend, however Niall Inglis (Vauxhall Nova) participation of R5entrants. the Snowman will cost me three and a half grand -

weather had left almost concerns that the lanes and Talbot Sunbeam driver John Britstook three of the top four | can do a one day Tarmac rally for £1500!"

50% of the intended may still be blocked and Macleod are set tomake the 4100- placesonlast year’sevent with Forget frontrunning cars and favoured

route impassable. The also that some entrants milejourney from Skye for the Robert Swann, Paul Bird and Kevin competitors, that is the biggest challenge

Machynlleth area suffered  were unable to make first tl.me in2019. ‘ Progter ﬁplshlng inthatorder facing forest rally organisers this year.

heavy snowfall last the new date, have led Inglisand Macleod arechairman  behind winner Jeffrey Panton.

Tuesday night. This storm to a postponement and vice-chairman of the Skyeand Lastyear32crewshadatleast

was followed by high until later in the year. Lochalsh Car Clubrespectively. one British person aboard out

Kevin Macintosh will navigate

of 92entries.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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RALLY HALL OF FANME

David Evans went to see the greata_nd good of the WRC crowned
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- NELLS Colin McRae’s title-winning . Didier Auriol, Michele
year was remembered § Mouton and Petter Solberg

STARS W/lll( Tﬂll INRALLYING'S
FIRSTHALL OF FAME EVENT
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Some of the most famous WRC
names gathered for celebration




Marcus Gronholm was all smiles

henamesneedno
introduction. The
faces, entirely
familiar, relaxed
with the passing

of theyearsanda
shifttoalessfrantic
time. Last week, nine drivers and
countless characters gathered to
mark theintroduction of the World
Rally Championshiptothe FIA’s
Hall of Fame.

The Hall of Fame was established at the
end of 2017, when all 33 Formula 1 world
champions wereinducted. Now it was
the turn of the WRC and the generations
converged for an eveningtoremember.

The Automobile Club de Francessitsin
acorner of Paris’slargest square, the
Placedela Concorde. Ordinarily, number
six blends obligingly into the beautifully
imposing buildings which sit alongside.
Not today. Today number six takes the eye
of every taxidriving or tourist that passes.

It’snotevery day yousee an Alpine
A110, Citroen Xsara WRC, Peugeot 205
T16 E2, Volkswagen Polo R WRC, Toyota
Corolla WRC and Lancia Stratoslined
upinthe centre of the French capital.

Walter Rohrl, Ari Vatanen, Miki Biasion,
Carlos Sainz, Didier Auriol, Tommi
Makinen, Marcus Gronholm, Petter
Solbergand Sebastien Loeb were allin
attendance and allin the mood to talk.

Gronholm arrived early with co-driver
Timo Rautiainen and, curiously, abag
with hisoverallsin.

“I'mreadytorace,” grinned ‘Bosse’.

The opportunity of furtherinvestigation
intohisrace-readiness passed all too
quickly asanother cab dropped another
megastar, another hero of our sport.

A special reception wasreserved for
the family of Britain’s first ever World
Rally champion Colin McRae. Colin’s
parents Jimmy and Margaret, wife
Alison, partner Hugh, and daughter
Hollie were all there, along with Derek
Ringer and his wife Ann.

Richard Burns’sister Jo collected the
award on behalf of the 2001 World Rally
champion, with Robert Reid joiningher
onstage.

There wasno shortage of emotionand
appreciation for ajourney which took

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

the Automobile Club de France’slibrary
down a40-year-oldroad. Stories, some
told, someforgotten and retold were
joined by emergingtalesrelayed in
confidenceinspired by the passing of
time and fading of memories.

FIA president Jean Todt welcomed all
totheroom and talked warmly and with
adeepsense of pride of hisown timein
the series, both asa co-driver who came
closetotakingaworld titleand asateam
manager who crushed all comers with
the era-defining 205T16.

Todt’sfellow co-drivers were all
remembered, but this was an evening
wherethedriverstook centre stage.

SeeingBiasion, Auriol and Ninni
Russoin ahuddletook you straight back
toaMartini-liveried time where the
discussion centred on a preferred damper
forthe Tuscan gravel which lay in wait.

The youngest of the McRaes offered
themost searinginsightinto the speed
with which the years have passed.
Lookingupto ‘wee Hollie’—as Margaret
will, doubtless, alwaysrefertoher—
there was ayounglady now in her third
year at university. Hollie would have
made herfather enormously proud, as
shedoestherestof Lanark’sfinestfolk.

It was, however, her gramps who
stolethe show with afabulouslinein
response to the question of what made
Colinsogreat.

Jimmy: “Hehad afantasticfather.”

Colin’s former team-mate Carlos
Sainztalked touchingly of his time
alongside McRae, as did Petter Solberg.
The Norwegian arrived lookingfresh-
faced and relaxed, talking of arecent
holiday. Petter’s wife Pernillafilled in
thedetails: “Holiday... wehad an
afternoon walking around Paris!”

Petter wasn’tin a position toargue.
He’d gone back to 2003, back totheend
of Margam Park and he’d gone back
there with the man who’d carried him
onhisshouldersthatday... Makinen.

“Thisisamazing,” said Petter pausing
longenoughtolook around the
library.“All of these guys, justlook at
them. Walter [Rohrl], [Miki] Biasion...
theseguysarelegends. Reallegends.”

Andnow, thankstothe FIA’s Hall of
Fame, theirnamesareonthe wall.

Makinen and his
old race suit

Hannu Mikkola’s flying
Audi was remembered

WHATTHE CHAMPIONS SAID

BjornWaldegard (Champion: 1979)
Represented by son Mathias Waldegard
Waldegard Jrsaid: “He would have been
very honoured, me and my sister we miss
him and are very happy to be here.”
Co-driver Hans Thorzelius: “Bjorn was a
fantastic driver and a very, very good friend.
We had 15 years together and | miss him
very much.”
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: Burns and [Toyota Team Europe’s]

: Ove Andersson.”

: Co-driver Luis Moya: “There are a lot of
good drivers here, but Carlos was the best

: set-up driverinthe history of rallying. When

: we come to ateam and Carlos worked with

: the car, either he won the title or the carand

: theteamdid. Also, it’s his capacity for working
i —since he was 16 years old and Spanish

¢ squash champion, he's been the same.”

Walter Rohrl (Champion:1980, 1982)
“Thisis agood chance to say sorry to Michele
[Mouton], it was a mistake [to win the 1982
title] because it was the only chance in history
thata woman could be world champion.”
Co-driver Christian Geistdorfer: “We
had areally gorgeous time together and it still
gives me chicken skin when we talk about
these times and watch these pictures.”

AriVatanen (Champion:1981)

“Itis so nice to be here again among the
friends again, so nice to remember some of
the memories and the good times. I'm happy
to be here. Do | have any regrets from my
career? No... well, maybe | could have
braked a bit earlier sometimes..."
Co-driver David Richards: “We had
some great memories and some pretty big
disasters as well. Looking back, it's along
time ago now and, more importantly, we've
become great friends and our families have
grown up together.”

: Didier Auriol (Champion:1994)

: “This was always a nice family, the other

: guyswere rally drivers and my friends. We
had some nice endingsin 1992 and 1994
: againstalot of people who are here in this
: roomand it’s nice to have the opportunity

: tosaythankyou forthat life.”

: Colin McRae (Champion: 1995)

¢ Represented by Jimmy and Alison McRae
: Jimmy: “Colin had such a flamboyant way

: of winning rallies and it was thanks to David
: Richards for noticing Colin when he was

: veryyoung. He just loved driving and loved

: playing tothe crowd when he could.”
Co-driver Derek Ringer: “AsI'm sure the
: other co-drivers would agree, we were very,
: very privileged because we saw things that
: nobody else saw in this sport. Colin was

: absolutely incredible. He could do things

¢ which were just supremely magic and | was
: there to witness that magic. But, sometimes,

: some of those tricks just went a bit wrong

Hannu Mikkola (Champion:1983)
Hannu Mikkola — sons Juha and Vesa Mikkola
Juha Mikkola said: “His career lasted s
30 years, but for me he willalways be
synonymous with the Audi quattro era.
There's aniconic photo of him fully airborne

in one of these cars and it's still hanging in
Audi dealerships around the world. Every
time | see that it reminds me of his speed,

his skill and also the consistency he had.

He drove alot of cars and he heralded the
four-wheel-drive era which helped change

all of the cars we drive today.”

Co-driver Arne Hertz: “| co-drove for
Hannu between 1976 and 1989. We had a
great time with many successes and evena
few disappointments. The good results came
because we trusted each other and because
ofthe help we got from the teams we worked
for — from the Ford and Audi mechanics and
team managers. Thank you Hannu.”

: andlwas there at the same time. But the

memories for me are justincredible.”

Tommi Makinen

: (Champion:1996-1999)

: “This was a special time inthe sportand

: lhave tothankall three of my co-drivers.

: Itook Seppo [Harjanne], with the experience.
: Then Risto Mannisenmakiand then the

: youngster Kaj Lindstrom, who is working

: with me again at Toyota now. Without all of

: those guys this would be a different story.”

: Co-driver Seppo Harjanne: “Nearly 30

! years ago | was introduced to ayoung driver
from central Finland. Little did anybody in our
: team know of the upcoming years. We had

: ourplans and objectives and, after some

: years of ups and downs, one of the most

: remarkable careers in rallying was born.

: ltwas very exciting to work witha young

: driver at the very beginning of histime in

: international rallying. I'm thankful and

MikiBiasion (Champion: 1988-1989)
“Iremember | was always in the cockpit,
always testing and practising and thinking
tothe next event. There was never alot of
opportunity to think about what we had

done in the past — thank you for giving us
thattime now.”

: proud to be part of that career which led
allthe way the championship.”

Marcus Gronholm

: (Champion:2000, 2002)

: “Oy, oy, oy long time — it was 20 years ago!
: These were nice times when | was driving.

: There wasn't much time for fun when [ was

Carlos Sainz (Champion:1990, 1992)
“Thank you for the guys who competed in the
past, it was them who inspired me and the
drivers| competed against and now the
guys competing today who keep my

passion going. | would like to remember
Bjorn Waldegard, Colin McRae, Richard

: driving before and now it would be good

: to dothis [at Rally Sweden next week].

: The Toyotaisanice new car. If we can

: do some stage times, then that could be

: interestingaswell...”

: Co-driver Timo Rautiainen: ‘| have just
: good memories from the time with Marcus,

AriVatanen and Sebastien Loeb shared some WRC memories

: some touching memories — sometimes

: maybe some of the memories were alittle
: bittoo much touching! I'm really proud to

have sat with Marcus and to see what he

: hasachieved.”

Richard Burns (Champion:2001)

: Represented by Jo Burns, Richard's sister

: JoBurns: ‘I was working on Rally GB [when
¢ Richard and Robert Reid won the World Rally
: Championship]in 2001, was working on the
: merchandise. It was phenomenal, my biggest
: memory is of Richard punching the airand

: telling Robert he was the best in the world.”
Co-driver Robert Reid: “It was amazing

: tositalongside Richard for 13 years. Inthat

: time you get know somebody really well

: and develop friendship, camaraderie,

: competitiveness and mutual professional

! respect. lfirst co-drove for Richard on arally

: in 1990 and, in the bar afterwards, we both

: said we wanted to be world champions,

: little did we know the dream would come

true —but dreams do come true.”

: Petter Solberg (Champion:2003)

“I' have so much passion for this sport and to

: be backinaroom with so many people from

: this sportand so many guys | have worked

. withas ateam-mate, it's fantastic. ltwas a

: special moment for Phil [Mills, co-driver] and
: me to win the World Rally Championshipin

: 2003. You know, | am coming from Norway,

: it's not the biggest country, so to win against

: somany incredible drivers was fantastic for

: me. And tonight is another special moment.

: It's really sad that we're here without Colin,
Richard [Burns] and, of course, ourfirst

: winner Bjorn Waldegard — but we will always
: remember those guys, especially now that

: wearealltogetherin the FIA's Hall of Fame.

: |wantto say a big thank you to my co-driver

¢ Phil. Co-driving is such atough job for those

: crazy guys who want to sit next to us, but Phil
: and | have an amazing relationship. He's such
: afantastic person with a fantastic voice —

: when|gotobedat night, I still hear that voice!”
: Co-driver Phil Mills: “We had 11

fantastic years together, 11 world tours,

: back-to-back. What great times and never

: betterthanin 2003.I'm so proudto have

: playedarole withyou. They were great

: days, great memories and this is a fantastic

. achievement, well done.”

: Sebastien Loeb

: (Champion:2004-2012)

: “My career had alot of incredible moments.

: |would say the one that leaves me the most

: emotionalisthe one | had in France in my
home townin 2010.1won the rally, the title,

: the manufacturers’title anditallcame in front
- of my friends and family near my home in the

: townwhere lwas born. | had great battles with
: drivers and | do still — with Petterin rallycross

: and with Carlos in Dakar. And, it's always nice
: to see the guys who won the historical rallies.”

: Stig Blomqvist, Timo Salonen, Juha
Kankkunen and Sebastien Ogier were
: notrepresented in Paris



Rallying in The North of England ?

2019 NORTHERN STAGE RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP

Forest Challenge
10 Feb Riponian Stages Rally (Ripon MSC) North Yorkshire www.riponian.co.uk
.[.HE ASSUC'AT'UN UF 277/J;é ) frey:to:edStEges '(V\-/rest (;ur:\TbrlakM(;)MC) I(jre\:ws;c(okfh www.grﬁystollie:ages.coléuk THE ASSDCIAT"]N DF
ep rackro ubman's lropny (Irackro orth Yorkshire www.rallyyorkshire.co.u HDRTHERN CAR CLUBS
NORTHERN {:AR CLUBS 3 Nov Malton Forest Rally (Malton MC) North Yorkshire www.maltonmc.co.uk
- 7 Dec Grizedale Stages Rally (Furness DMC) Grizedale, www.grizedalestages.co.uk

Tarmacadam Challenge
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23 Mar North West Stages Rally (Motor Sport NW) Fylde www.nwstages.co.uk

WIWWANCE CO UK 21 Apr Warcop Stages Warcop Ranges www.northhumbersidemotorclub.co.uk
12 May Cetus Stages (Wigan MC) 3 Sisters www.wiganmotorclub.org.uk
25 Aug Pendragon Stages Rally (Kirkby Lonsdale MC) Warcop www.pendragonstages.co.uk
23 Nov Hall Trophy Rally (Clitheroe DMC) Blyton www.cdmconline.co.uk
Mixed Surface Challenge
17 Feb Jack Frost Stages (Darlington DMC) Croft www.darlington-motor-club.org.uk
7 Apr Lookout Stages (Trackrod MC) Melbourne www.trackrodmotorclub.co.uk/lookout
21 July Twyford Wood Stages (Mid Derbyshire MC)  Twyford Wood www.mid-derbyshiremc.co.uk
22 Sep Heroes Stages (Pendle DMC) Weeton Barr. www.pendledistrictmc.co.uk
6 Oct Harold Palin (Eastwood & DMC) Fulbeck www.eastwoodmotorclub.co.uk

2019 NORTHERN ROAD RALLY 2019

Date Event Club
19th/20th January Malton Laser Ryemoor Trophy Rally Malton Motor Club
9th/10th February Vauxcare Bruce Robinson Rally Lincoln Motor Cycle & Car Club
23rd/24th February John Robson Rally Hexham & District Motor Club
27th/28th April Primrose Trophy Rally Clitheroe & District Motor Club
15th/16th June Garstang & Preston Memorial Rally Garstang & Preston Motor Club
20th/21st July Maple Garage Beaver Rally Beverley & District Motor Club
14th/15th September Mercian Road Rally Mercia Motor Sports Group
21st/22nd September  Taybridge Clitheronian Rally Clitheroe & District Motor Club
2nd/3rd November Dansport Rally Matlock Motor Club
16th/17th November Rali Bryniau Clwyd Broughton-Bretton Motor Club

Promoting safer motorsport
across the North of England

For further details please visit www.ancc.co.uk

We also run an Autotest / Autosolo Championship and a Car Trial Championship

LUBRICANTS.
rcanoioer FUCHS
PEOPLE.

Supporting British Competition.

FUCHS LUBRICANTS MSA British Historic Rally Championship
FUCHS LUBRICANTS RACRMC Historic Asphalt Rally Championship
FUCHS LUBRICANTS Classic Mini Challenge

FUCHS LUBRICANTS BTRDA 1400 Championship

FUCHS LUBRICANTS (UK) plc: www.fuchs.com/uk / E-Mail: contact-uk@fuchs.com / Tel: +44 (0) 1782 203700
f /fuchslubricantsuk ¥ @fuchslube_uk in /fuchs-lubricants-uk-plc
710 Oil: www.7100il.co.uk / Email: info@7100il.co.uk / Tel Office: +44 (0)1253 640612 / Tel Mobile: 07889 769641
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says Donagh Kelly

IRISHT

ver £3million.
That’sthe
second-hand
value of the
25R5 cars
that have
entered the
Galway Rally, in what can

only be described as one of

the greatest turnarounds
inrallyinghistory.

Thelrish Tarmac Rally
Championshipisalmostidentical
tolast year,in terms of calendar
andrules. It’shad R5satthefront
of thefield for two full seasons now.
Nomajor changes have been made.
There were four R5 cars that finished
last year’schampionship: thathas
increased by 525% for Galway 2019.

Notonly hasitaddednumbers,
but quality too. Five pastITRC
champions will startin Galway,
an unprecedented number. Inthat
five are key players Declan Boyle
(Ford FiestaR5)and Donagh Kelly
(Skoda FabiaR5).

Both have stuck with WRC cars
since 2016 when the ITRC decided
that WRCs wouldn’t be eligible for
the overall championship, and
that R5s would be the top class.

Itwasn’tauniversally popular
move, but clearly something
has shifted for 2019.

“World Rally Cars are gettinga
bitlonginthetoothif 'mhonest,”
says Kelly, the 2015Irish Tarmac
and National champion.

Eves will contest national calendar

WRCs ‘long in the tooth’ .- ‘&
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“Iwould get more enjoymentif I
finished a second behind the eventual
winner of arally if we were bothin
R5 cars. Winningisnice, of course
itis, but youdon’thave the same
feelingif youhave twominutesin
hand overthenextcar.”

With thelikes of Kelly, Boyle
and now Manus Kelly —-the three-in-
a-row Donegal winner switching
toaHyundaii20—-allinR5s,it’s
given therallying scenein Ireland
ashotinthe arm.If drivers want
to compete against the best,nowis
thetimetotrade-inand goR5.

The Moffett brothers, Sam and
Josh, have won thelast two series
and they will be favourites tofight
for the championship with the
returning Alastair Fisher, Donagh
Kelly and Boyle. Butit’sstill
uncertain asto whowill be the
main championship players,
especially when many of the R5
converts havekept their WRC carsfor
anattemptat Donegal, where they
will drop around by not scoring
pointsin their R5s.

Whatis certainisthat Galway
will beashardfoughtasthe
championship this season.

“Theentry for Galway is something
else,I'm gutted we’renot able tobe
there,” says 2011 British champion
David Bogie, aregularin Donegal
whohadbeenintendingon
startingin Galway before work
commitmentsfoiled his plans.

“Ithink youhave togoback to

The hotly contested Irish Tarmac
Modified Rally Championship
will crown anew champion in
2019, as the winner of thelasttwo
titlesisheadingfor the Irish National
Rally Championship.

Kevin Eves, the owner of one
of themost striking carsin the
Emerald Isle—ababy blue Toyota
Corolla-haselectedtotakea
break from the ITRC.

Hetook three winsin the series
lastyear andleaves alargehole
inthe class, which waslast won
by Ford Escort MKk2 driver
Ross Marshallin 2016.

ADamian and Damien duo top

CLORYDAY.

s

around 2006 when Colin [IMicRae]
took the Metro to Donegal for an
entry asstrongasin Galway. We’ll
definitely try and get overtodo
someroundslaterin theyear.”

Kellymay end up beingaringerin
the championship, and he’sjoined by
ex-Citroen WRC works driver Craig
Breen for Galway, but he also could
domoreroundsin his Ford FiestaR5.
Inasimilar car, WRC Esports
champion Jon Armstrongisbackin
anR5for thefirsttimein 16 months.

Theentryis quite spectacular
and arguably close to the 2006
listmentioned by Bogie, which
featured thelikes of McRae, Mark
Higgins, Matthew Wilson, Eugene
Donnelly and Andrew Nesbitt.

It’saspectacular turnaround
for an event which is wet and windy
onthewest coastof Irelandin
February. Anditdidn’trunlast
year duetofunding concerns.

“There was always the potential
for this[theincreasein number
of R5sin theIrish Tarmac
series] tohappen,” saysITRC
championship manager
Paddy Flanagan.

“If you go back to the mid-2000s,
there was afew pounds about and
there was greatinterestinrallying,
butthere weren’t 25 WRC cars
enteringthen.

“It’sdifficult to put your finger
onasinglereason although Ithink
Declan and Donagh switching
hasplayed abigpartinit.

theclassinthe season openerin
Galway, with Damien Tourish and
Damian Toner both steering Ford
EscortMk2s. In asimilar car, David
Condellisthethird modified on the
road, ahead of Escort convert Stuart
Darcy, who switches from a highly-
strungDarrian T90 GTR. Ray Breen
joinsthefreyinthe Metro6R4 that
hisson, Craig, drove as the zero car
ontheKillarney Historic Rally.

In the International section,
William Creighton topsthe R2
runnersin his Peugeot 208, while
William Mavitty heads the Group N
entryinaMitsubishiLancer E9.
Conor Murphy tops the Juniors.

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com, Roy Dempster, Kevin O'Driscoll, Ger Leahy
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FISHER’S SPECIAL

 GALWAY VICTORY

f‘ A

SETI

ALENDAR

IrishTarmac Rally Championship

DATE EVENT

Feb 10 Galway International Rally
Mar16/17 |West Cork Rally
Apr19/20 |Easter Stages

May 4/5 Rally of the Lakes
Jun21-23 | Donegal International Rally
Aug 16/17 |UlsterRally

Sep 28/29 |Cork ‘20’ Rally

“There’s five past champions
enteredin Galway.Idon’tthink
that’sever happened.

“We were always confident the
event would run in some shape or
form, and they were determined
torunarally this year and that
hasshownintheentry.”

Favourite for the slimmed down
event-reducing from two days of
action toone-is double winner
Garry Jennings in his Subaru
Impreza S12B. But WRC cars are
not out of reach of rapidly driven
R5 cars, and he won’t have it easy.
Joe McGonigleisanother WRC
entrantin his Mini John Cooper
Works WRC. Desi Henry and Jonny
Greer will all bein contention as
well as those aforementioned.

There’s many questions to be
answered about the protagonists
for this year’s series. But one thing
isfor certain. Galway will be one
of the best rallies tofeature in the
UK and Ireland this year.®

Thelegendary Bertie Fisheris one of the
i - mostrevered and missed personalities
- inIrishrallying, and this weekend will

mark 20 years since hislast Irish Tarmac

~ Rally Championship win of the events

that arestill active, takinga second

‘ _. Galway International victory in 1999.

Notlong after, Bertie, his son Mark and
daughter Emma passed away following
ahelicopter crash in their native County
Fermanaghin NorthernIreland.

Despite the tragedy, the Fisherslive
onthrough theirrallying anticsand
are still to this day some of the most
talked about figures in Irish motorsport.
Bertie’snephew Alastairistargeting
victory at this weekend’s event,

20 years after his uncle won.

Driving the famous silver and yellow
‘Tough Mac’ liveried SubaruImpreza,
Fisher wasboosted on the 1999 Galway
International by the previous year’s
winner Austin MacHale breakingan
inputshaft on the start of thefirst stage.

However, Toyota Celica driver Ian
Greer led thefirst half of the event
in an epic battle with Fisher, who
reclaimed thelead on SS8 of 18.

The going was typically muddy
and slippery, with Fisher admitting
to conservative tyre choice in the
beginning. Butin typical style, he
hunted down Greer to win by 1m23s.

He washelped by an off into a hedge
which damaged Greer’s strut.

“Itwas very tough,” Fisher told MN.
“Andthe conditions were very variable.
Fair play toIan Greer, he went hard.”

Fisher went on to win the Circuit
of Ireland on his way to third in the
championship, as Ian Greer took
thetitle.

Bertie’s 1999 Galway winis special

ENTRY LIST|

Galway International Rally seeded entry list

NO. [ DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR

1 Craig Breen/Paul Nagle Ford Fiesta R5

2 Garry Jennings/Rory Kennedy Subarulmpreza S12BWRC
3 Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty Ford Fiesta RS

4 Sam Moffett/James Fulton Ford Fiesta RS

5 Alastair Fisher/Gordon Noble Ford Fiesta R5

6 Declan Boyle/Brian Boyle Ford Fiesta R5

7 Donagh Kelly/Conor Foley Skoda Fabia RS

8 Desi Henry/Liam Moynihan Skoda Fabia R5

9 Jon Armstrong/Noel O'Sullivan Ford Fiesta R5

10 |Manus Kelly/Donall Barrett Hyundaii20 R5

Fleming (Toyota Corolla).

Top National rally entries: 25 Damien Tourish/ Domhnall McAlaney (Ford Escort Mk2); 26 Damian Toner/ Mick Coady (Escort
Mk2); 27 David Condell/ Paul Kelly (Escort Mk2); 28 Stuart Darcy/ Emmet Sherry (Escort Mk2); 32 Raymond Conlon/Damien
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The Kent-hased crew has multiple programmes from British touring cars to truckracing. By Matt

“GradePr

unninga British
Touring Car
Championship
teamisoften
justonepart
of asquad’s
operations.
Most teams diversify into other
categoriestohelp createabroader
basetothebusiness.

Kent-based Team Hard has taken
that toextremes.In 2019, theteam
will oversee the on-track activities
of more than 50drivers across 16
championships, including the headline
BTCC campaign.Itisaremarkable
effort for what hastobeone of the
biggest teamsin the UK in terms of
thenumber of machinesitlooks after.

Team Hard firstemerged onthe
British Touring Car Championship
gridin2012toruntheboss Tony
GilhaminaHonda Civic.Ithasbeen
through severaliterationsfromthat
period, includinga partnership with

Hard will run eight VW Golfs

HOW TEAMHARD RUNS BRI
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B in a Team Hard VW CC

Warren Scott’s Chrome Edition
RestartRacing operation (which
would later become Team BMR).

The current guise of Team Hard was
created atthe end of 2013 with Kieran
Gallaghertacklingthe BTCCin 2014,
and that was the seeds of whathasnow
become the biggestteam onthe BTCC
grid. In2019, it will run four VW CCs
for Carl Boardley, Mike Bushell,
Michael Crees and Bobby Thompson
and theambitionsarehigh.

“While we are probably one of the
biggest teamsin the UK in terms of
theamount of carsthat we operate, we
don’tsee ourselvesasbigasateamlike
[multiple championship winners]

WSR or Team Dynamics,” says Gilham.
“They have been there and doneitand
gotthetrophies. We are bigin different
areas, but we do aspiretobelike them
andtohave the successtheyhavehad.”

Andtheambitionshavearealintent, a
purpose that the crew hasn’tnecessarily
hadinthepast. Thereisareasonthat
thereisaspringinthestep of the Team
Hard personnel. Thefeelingis that 2019
will be a watershed moment.

“Upuntilnow, we haven’t been able to
affordto doit the way we want to,” says
Gilham. “Butlook at theinvestment
wehave putinthecarsandthe
infrastructure we have putin place.
Look at the staffinglevels we have. We
aremovingthough the gears, weare
making progress, but we have still got to
improve. Thisisa genuine effortfromus
and we are aiming for the Independents
Trophy. We feel we have gotashot.”

Thereason for theincreased ambition
forthe season aheadisthe stability that

the operation has craved. Goinginto
the year, the team has got the foundation
inplace tomakethe step forward. Team
Hardisafamily effortin every sense
of the word, with Gilham working
alongside wife (and co-owner) Sam,
father-in-law Gary Allenisamanager
and hismother Debbieis at the heart of
organisingrace-day hospitality.

“Upuntil this point, every year we
have had tomake a massive investment
inhardware: more equipment, more
tooling, all kinds of things,” says Gilham.
“Thisyeartherehasbeenlessexpense—I
have only bought one new truck this year
whereaslast year I had to buy six. We
havenotacquired any morerace cars—
thistimelast year we had just bought the
fourth VW CC. We were growing again.

“But this year, we have been able to
invest more heavily in quality. Up until
thispoint, we had been investingin
quantity, nowitisin quality and that
will be a turning point for us. Also, as
of December 31 we were five years old
asacompany. A massive amount of
companiesfail in their firstfive years.
Butreachingthat pointhasbeenlike
flicking a switch. Cominginto year six
asacompany, itfeelslike we have gota
lotmorerespectfrom people, the other
drivers, people that you are working with
and the bank! We are getting approached
by teams, drivers and sponsorsthat have
been with other teams and theylike the
way we do things and they are askingto
comeonboard, which hasnever
happened before.”

Sothathasset the team up for 2019,
and the BTCCsitsat the top of the pile.
Butbelow that, there are campaignsin

Hard has 100 staff working
on most race weekends

the Ginetta GT4 Supercup, Renault
Clios,the VW Cup, Britcarand GT
Cup, alongside Junior Saloon Cars,
C1Racing, araft of Ginettaseries, the
Mini Challenge and helping out with
Simon Cole’s British Truck Racing
Association campaign. There are
Touring Car Trophy plans too alongside
aprogramme of karting, trackdays
andtuningforroad cars, which has
justbeenadded.

Gilham says: “It has been building,
but with any business you have growing
painsand, because we got burned so
badly in the past by other peopleand
investors, we said this time around
[whentheteamregroupedin 2014],itis
justgoingtobeus. We willnot have any
outside investors comingin. We are going
to stick to what we know and we have got
thisunique set-up of being abusiness
hubbringingall our backers together.

“Upuntilnow, we have notreally
spoken openly about our foundations
and what we are doing: people could

have copiedit. Butnow we have come
sofarthatitisamodel that would be very
hardtorecreate. Thisisourlaunch year
if youlike: thisisthefirst year where we
candothings properly and we have taken
astepforwardasateamandasabrand.”
Team Hardisknown, in touring car
circlesatleast, as quite a proactive
operation when it comestointeracting
withfans. Like other teams, it operates
race day hospitality and trackdaysfor
corporate partners areacentral plinth
of whatthe team does. That is where the
team’sname originated, asitisactually
anacronym: Hospitality And Race Days.
Itisn’tjust the surroundingbolt-ons
totherace programme that have got
Gilham’s attention. Heis already
planningthenext stage of the
team’s growth. “We are onto the next
phase of our building plan too: we are
inthreefactoriesatthe minuteand we
want tobein one. We will be bringing
mediainhouseintermsof training,
we will be bringing the simulatorsin
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Team Hard had a successful programme with its Ginettas in the Britcar long-distance se
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The BTCC fleet is being
prepared in Kent

house, we will have afithess gym, we
will have coaches includinglife coaches,
everything will be a one-stop shop,” says
Gilham. “Anybody whoisracing, and it
doesn’t matter what championship they
areinor whothey are, if they cometo
speak tous we can help them. Itaddsto
what we are doingalready.”

The struggleforresults up to this point
hasbeen tough, and Gilham knows that
there are some within the paddock who
deride his efforts. There was a podium by
Gilham himself in 2012 and three more
after that, but the silverware has been
rare. Even more alarmingly, some people
make accusations that Gilham himself
isawareof.

“I'The perception of Team Hard]is
changingbutIfeel that sometimes
othersthought of usasalaughingstock,”
hesays. “Sometimes they thought of us
ashardtriers. Butnowithasturnedto
‘not quite sure how they are doingit but
they are obviously doing something
right’. Itisonthatturn. While we don’t

ries last year,and will run two carsin 2018

Older BTCC-spec Toyota Avensis can be refettled for racing in 2019

Gilham is full of optimism for the 2019 campaign
TEAM HARD’S MAMMOTH PROGRAMME

expect total respect, we are startingto
command it with what we are doing.
Thatisabigstaging postforus.

“Sometimesthereisalot of negativity
there and there have been alot of lies
that have been around the paddock that
Iknow arenottruebutIdon’tbother
goingout therefightingit. We will just
getour heads down and keep doing
what we do. People think all sorts: some
people thinkIam a secret millionaire,
some people thinkIam adrugdealer,
all sorts of things have been thrown at
me. People are always asking where the
money comes from. Butitis work, and
the way we work.

“To getto where we arenow, L have
had totakemassiverisks, duck and
dive, and do things that would satisfy
what we needed at the time, but maybe
costusfurther downtheroad.Ihadto
dothattosurvive.Ihave been ableto
changenow because thefoundations
of theteam are stronger.

“Ithasbeentough.lam quite thick

TECHNICOOL

skinned and I amnot massively
emotional at times. It doeshavea
knock-on effectif someoneishorrible
aboutme orthe team with the family.
Itdoeshurtsomewhere.Ilthasbeena
tough and tricky journey, but because
Thavealways believed init, now other
people are starting to believe what
Ibelieve.”

Themessageis extremely bullish.
The British Touring Cars have been
heavily reworked over the winter
time with ahugefinancial outlay,
and thathasatrickle down effectto
every other partof the programme.

Thatis somethingthat Gilham
saysshould be a concernforrival
operationsonthe grid. “These people
who havebeen jealous of us orfearingus
has all been when we have had nomoney:
but they have gota big problem now,
because we are starting to get financially
secure,’*'-_he concludes. “Once we have got
money, they arein hugetrouble.” ®
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DRIVER |CAR DRIVER |CAR
BTCC Junior Saloon Car Championship
Carl Boardley VW CC Thomas Ward Citroen Saxo
Mike Bushell VW CC Ben Kasperczak |Citroen Saxo
Michael Crees VW CC Scott Mcintyre Citroen Saxo
Bobby Thompson VW CC
British Truck Racing Championship
VW Cup Simon Cole Mercedes Race Truck
Howard Fuller Volkswagen Golf TBA TBA
Mark Wakefield Volkswagen Golf
Jamie Bond Volkswagen Golf Ginetta GT5 Challenge
Josh Jackson Volkswagen Golf TBA Ginetta GT5
Callum Jenkins Volkswagen Golf TBA Ginetta GT5
Toby Davis Volkswagen Golf
TBA Volkswagen Golf Ginetta G40 Cup
TBA Volkswagen Golf TBA Ginetta G40
TBA Ginetta G40
Ginetta GT Supercup TBA Ginetta G40
Paul Taylor Ginetta G55 TBA Ginetta G40
Darron Lewis Ginetta G55
TBA Ginetta G55 Karting
TBA Ginetta G55 Ralphie Reeves
Holly Miall
Britcar TBA
TBA Ginetta G55 TBA
TBA Ginetta G55
TBA Ginetta G55 Ginetta Junior Championship
TBA Ginetta G55 TBA Ginetta Junior
TBA Ginetta Junior
GT Cup
Sam Randon Ginetta G55 Touring CarTrophy
Simon Rudd Ginetta G55 TBA TBA
TBA Ginetta G55 TBA TBA
TBA Ginetta G55 TBA TCRUK
Mini Challenge CitroenC1l 24 hour
Ben Palmer Mini Challenge TBAx 4 Citroen C1
TBA IMini Challenge TBAx4 |Citroen C1
Renault UK Clio Cup ClassicTouring Car Championship
Max Coates |Renault Clio TBA TBA
Ethan Hammerton |Renault Clio

The four VW CCshave been reworked
>, forthe 2019 BTCC attack
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SUNOCO CHALLENGE

Kyle Reid and Linus Lundgvist had a trip to remember, as Gary Watkins found out

GHANGE OF ALIFE

twas one of those pinch
yourself moments. Kyle
Reid was comingout

of Turn4atDaytona
International Speedway
strapped intoaBMW M4
GT4andabouttostart
hisfirstinternational motorrace.

Notbad foraMiniracer who couldn’t
have dreamt of competingon the high
banks of the self-styled ‘World Center of
Motorsport’ at the start of last season.

Butit verymuchbecamethe
29-year-old Scot’s dream through
the 2018 season. Winning the Sunoco
240 Challenge and its prize, adrive
onthe Daytona 24 Hours support bill
lastmonth, becamethe raison d’etre
of hisseason.

Reid, astalwart of the Scottish Mini
ranks, wasn’t planning a full season
last year ashe ventured down south to
raceinthe Cooper Pro class of the Mini
Challenge UK. He wasn’t entertaining
thoughtsof atiltatthetitle,letalone
even thinkingof Sunocohonours. A
chance exchange between a Sunoco
representative and Reid’sfather at
the openinground of the series at
Donington Parklast April changed that.

Reid had just won bothracesand
notchedupapoleandafastestlap—soa
bighaul of challenge points—when the
Sunocoman pointed up at the podium
and suggested to the stranger standing
nexttohim thatthe guy sprayingthe
champagne looked like a short-odds bet
to win the Sunoco 240 Challenge. That
man happened tobe Reid Sr, and it
resultedin some soul searching by
the Reid family that evening.

The plan for 2018 wasfor Reid to
contest only selected eventsin hisfirst
season of racing outside of Scotland
with the family SCK Motorsport squad.

—— e ———

He worksinthe oilindustryin Africa,
sohe wasn’tabletodoall therounds
and hadn’t even signed up with Sunoco.

“I'mout of the country for six months
of the year, working one month on, one
month off,” explains Reid. “I contacted
my rigmanager on Monday morning
and he said he’d support me. He offered
toflymeback tothe UK soIcoulddo
thethreeracesIwas goingtomiss.
Ithen got on the phone to Sunoco.
Thankfully Ihad until the Monday
after Donington toregister.

“Itturned into an amazing season.
Itwentfromnot planningtodoall the
races, tothinkingIcould win thetitle
and the Challenge, and then get to
Daytona. Most of the tracks were new
tome;I’d only everraced at Knockhill,
Oulton Park and Donington before
theseasonstarted.”

Reid notched up 12 winsfrom 17races
aboard his Mini R50 Cooper last year
and madeit onto the podium onthree
moreoccasions. And inthetworaces
inwhich hedidn’t collect silverware
hefinished fourth and sixth.

Thesixth came at the penultimate
weekend of the championship at
Cadwell Park. The Mini title was as
good as won, but he stillneeded vital
Sunoco points as he battled with the best
amateur drivers from the British GT
Championship and thefrontrunners
intheRadical Challenge.

“Maybe the pressure was gettingto
me,” hesays. “Iwasn’treally thinking
aboutthe Mini title. It was all about
the Challenge for me. Tobe honest,
Iquickly forgot about winning
the championship.”

The prize drive in the openinground
of the IMSA Michelin Pilot Challenge,
formerly known as the Continental
Tire SportsCar Challenge, came with
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Lundqvist raced in
the Daytona 24 Hours

the Fast Track/Classic BMW squad.
He wouldn’t get behind the wheel of
itsM4until the official pre-race test at
Daytona, known asthe Roar, in early
January. It was amassive step up for
adriver who’d never previously raced
arear-wheel-drive car.

“IT’had done some work on the
simulator before heading over to
Daytona, butit was stillamassive
step goingfrom a 130bhp front-wheel-
drive Mini to arear-drive BMW with
somethinglike 450bhp,” he says.
“Goinginto Turn1at173mph was
abitof aneye-opener.

“Whenlarrived at Daytonaforthe
first time, I was about 1.6s off my team-
mates, but by the timeIleft after thetest,
we were all within afew tenths of each
other, so the team was super happy.”

The team continued to beimpressed
with the newcomer through practice
and picked Reid to qualify the car, which
meant that he would be the starting
driver. On afresh set of Michelintyres,
Reid found 2.2 secondsto putthe
Bimmer 22nd out of 36 GT4 cars.

Reid managed to move up acouple of
positions duringthe early stages of the
four-hourrace.Hemadeitashighas
16th before handing overto the first
of histeam-mates, Jayson Clunie.

The car briefly led therace before
third driver, Fast Track’s proand also
itsteam manager, Toby Grahovec,
collected a spinning car. Fourlaps
werelost torepairs, and after another
delay with a puncture, the car ended up
in30th position at the chequered flag.

Theseissues meant, however, that
Reid was strapped back in tofinish the
race, completinga second 45-minute
stint. Theteam didn’t get theresultit
waslooking for, but for Reid the whole
event wasarewarding experience.

“I'vegained somuch out of doing
Daytona apartfrom just the thrill of
racinghere,” hesays. “Thingslike
working with a data engineer were
allnew tome. And to come away as
the quickest driverin the car was
quiteanachievement.”

Reidisn’t sure what the future holds
for him, but the phonehas started
ringing since he claimed the Sunoco
240 Challenge.

That’sanindication, he says, of the
prestigeitnow holdsinits eighth year
of existence. British GT teams have
beenin touch, though he stresses that
thefinanceisn’'tavailabletotake up any
of the offers. He’s also been asked back
tothe USA with Fast Track, but that
again will be dependent on finance.

“I'mnot committed toanythingat
themoment, but the planistotryto
getouton the TOCA packagethis
year,” says Reid. “Iwanttodo atleast
oneroundinthe Renault UK Clio Cup
andtrytogetoutinthe JCW class of
the Mini Challenge as well, but of
course I wanttoget back outinsome
kind of GT caragain.”

Reid wasn’t the only Sunoco winner
racingat Daytonalastmonth. BRDC
British Formula 3 champion Linus
Lundqvist competedin themain
event after comingoutontopinthe
Sunoco Whelen Challengein 2018. The
19-year-old Swede followed in aline of
illustrious predecessors, whose number
include ex-Sauber Formula 1 driver
Felipe Nasr. The Brazilianisnow one
of the stars of the IMSA SportsCar
Championship, which kicks off with
the Daytona 24 Hours, and won last
year’stitle together with Eric Curran.

Lundqgvist wasn’tatthe wheel of a
prototypelike the Sunoco winners
that have gone before him, rathera GT
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Daytona class Lamborghini Huracan
GT3.Thestakesareever higherat
thefront of thefield, reckons Anders
Hildebrand, the architect of the Sunoco
scheme as the Britishimporter of
Sunocoracingfuels, and throwing
achallenge winner into one of the
Daytona Prototype international (DP1i)
racers competingfor outright honours
isa “bitlike askinga League One or Two
footballer to play in a World Cup Final”.
Lundgvist managed two stints early
intherace aboard the Precision
Performance Motorsport Lambo,
which subsequently spent nearly
three and ahalf hoursin the pits
undergoinga clutch change. The
Swede would get back behind the
wheel, but only when the safety car
wasoutasheavyrain turned the IMSA
seriesopenerinto a stop-start affair
that wasred-flagged twice. The car
was classified down in 18th positionin
class after theresults were declared.
Lundgvistreckonshe’stakenalot
away from his international sportscar
debut. Hemanaged just49lapsacross
the pre-event Roar test and practice
fortherace, yethenotched upthe
car’sfastestracelap. He outpaced
Milos Pavlovic, a Lamborghiniregular
and alsoaBritish F3racerin histime,
by 0.6s, setting hisrace best when
conditions were not at their quickest.
“I’'vereally enjoyed myself here
andeverylapyoudoinaracingcaris
experience gained,” says Lundqvist.
“My planistoracein somekind of
international F3 series this season,
butIcandefinitely see myself doing
the odd one-off hereandtherein
sportscarsif the opportunity arises.
“I'think it will help make me amore
complete driver and I hope one day
Icancomeback toDaytona.”

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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TEN YEARS AND
COUNTING...

Sunoco Challenge boss
Anders Hildebrand (above)
picks his personal high
points from the first

10 years of the scheme.

2010

Derek Johnston: Doran
Racing Dallara-Ford DP01
“When Derek first jumped
inthe car, he thought it was
going to kill him, but he got
ontop of itand proved that
the concept of the Challenge
could work.”

2012

Felipe Nasr: Michael
Shank Racing Riley-Ford
MKXX

“Felipe was so impressive as
the Challenge winnerthat he
was invited back the following
year by Action Express. |
believe he raised the bar for
drivers in Grand-Am.”

= et sy < s ) . 2015/2016
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: EOL to race t Daytona Corvette DP
“Philand Jonny were our
more experienced winners.
They were so composed
and the team gave themallot
oftime inthe race and both
came away with the second-
fastestlap time inthe car.”

2017

Seb Morris: Action
Express Racing

Cadillac DPi-V.R

“Inthe wet during the night,
Seb outperformed everyone
else ontrack. He gave the
team a heart attack, but

he'd just been very clever

in warming up his tyres.”

2018
Stuart Middleton: Action
Express Racing Cadillac
DPi-V.R

e - o i ) ey “That was a drive of such
- ik i > ! . enormity for ayoung driver.

IBEVA() (R Mhojeleia @I  Stuarthad tofuelsaveand

' race was Reid’s prize RS engi_ne with a water
leak, but he still brought the

carhome in second place.”
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Adam Morgan and Ciceley Motorsport are looking for a step forwardin 2019. By Matt James

Adam Morgan
Age: 30
From: Whalley, Lancashire

Starts: 207
Wins: 7
Podiums: 24
Pole positions: 1
Fastestlaps: 13
Points: 1395
Racesled: 11
Lapsled: 136

WEHE B

fter three
rounds of the
2016 British
Touring Car
Championship
campaign,
Ciceley
Motorsport Mercedes-Benz
A-Classracer Adam Morgan
was third in the points with two
wins. He wasfifth atthe same
stage 12monthslater,andin 2018
he wastop of thepile.

Theoverallresultsin thoselast
three seasons haven'tlived up to
the early promise, with last year’s
seventh placein theoverall
standings equallinghis best
pointsfinish of 2013 and 2015.

He will return tothe competition
in 2019, and hehasaclear objective
interms of the way he’dlike the
campaignto go.

“Ithasgottobeaboutthe
consistency —and we havetoiron
outthedipsthat we have experienced
inthemiddle of theseason,” says
Morgan. “Thathastobecrucial
if we wanttobeinthe huntatthe
end of thefight.”

Morgan wasn’t completely out of
the picturein 2018 despite his tricky
middle of the season. Full ballast
thwarted him at Oulton Park, but

damage at Croft and Snetterton
(where double points where on offer
forthefinal race of the weekend)
lefthim with arun of nineraces
where he had only picked up

points onfour occasions.

Morgan says: “That knocked the
stuffing out of our challenge. Oulton
Park has often been a problem forus -
Ievenhadthecargoupinflamesin
2017. These are the things that you
can’t control, butinachampionship
ascloseasthe BTCC, you can’t afford
those things. Butlactually think we
bounced back pretty wellin 2018.”

Hedid thatduetoa victory-from
hisfirst career pole positioninthe
BTCC-atRockingham, which was
his third win of the campaign. “If
thingshad gone our way, we could
havebounced back to third placein
the overall standings at Brands
Hatch,” says Morgan.

Unfortunately for him, things
didn’t gohis way at Brands Hatch
and he was trapped in the midfield,
unable toland theresultshe
needed to push himself into the
championship’stop three.

The Mercedes A-Class was built
by Ciceley Motorsportin 2014, which
meansitisnowamongtheoldest cars
onthegrid. However, work back at
Ciceley’sbase hasn’t stopped and

L

Ciceley tackled BritishGTin’18

Morgan thinks that the hatchback
will take another step forward over
thenext12months.

“Wehave been through another
programme of weight saving with the
car,” hesays. “By doing that,itmeans
we can put ballastin partsof the
chassis which will helpthe handling.
Also, wehave developed the chassis.

“Idon’tthink thatthe age of the car
isanissue.Look at the Toyota Avensis
that Speedworksranlast year—that
isnotafresh carandit was one of
thefastest carsouttherein2018.
Wehave atesting programme and we
have done some detailed simulation
work to try and understand the set-
upsmore. We will try some radical
thingsintestingandIthink we can
unlock somemore pacefromthecar.”

Ciceley Motorsportitself isa
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family-runteam, with Adam’s father
Russell, aformerrally driver, at
thehelm and Norman Burgess

as commercial director, along

with three other full-time staff.

Theteamhasambitionstoo.In
2016, it joined the Renault UK Clio
Cup with athree-car operation,
andthenitexpanded tofourcars
in2017. Butthe Clioside of the
operation has since been puton
iceforthetimebeing.

“Werealised that therewards
we were gettingfrom doing Clios
werenotas great as we would have
wanted,” says Morgan. “We were
puttingalot of work intoit, but
there was alot of damage. We
alwaysmanaged to get the cars
onthegrid, but we wereup against
italotof thetime.”

Thruxton has been a
happy hunting ground

Sowhilethe Clios have been
silenced, there was even moreof a
rumble around Ciceley at the end of
the 2018 season when the expansion
plantook the teamto British GT,
with aMercedes-Benz AMG-GT4
which Morgan shared with David
Fairbrother. Thatisaprogramme
which might yet continuein 2019,
while Morgan himself hasraced
inthe Dubai24 Hoursand run the
GT4carinthe Gulf 12Hoursin
AbuDhabi.

“Iwillalwayslook todoasmuchas
Icouldinotherareas,” says Morgan,
who hasalsoshone on hisoutingsat
Goodwood inthe Members’ Meeting
andin other high-profile historic
eventssharing Ric Wood’s
spectacular Ford Capri. “Butthe
main focus will be the BTCC.

“Itisodd, because people always
goonabout the new wave of drivers
who aretaking overthe BTCC, the
younger guyslike Ash Suttonand
Tom Ingram. Well, you know, Iam
only 30! You have got the likes of
Colin Turkington and Matt Neal
there, who are vastly experienced,
soitisgoodtohavethemthere.Itis
nicethatIhave been abletoestablish
myself in the championshipandI
feelthatI amready totake thingsto
thenextlevelin termsof results.” B

I

Morgan’s first season wasin 2012 as a prize drive for lifting the Ginetta G50 title,and it was dramatic
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Newlealand Silver Fern Rally has proved popular with Bnt:sh drivers. Paul lawrem:e considers why
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Historics get the

event’s main billing... SRTEEEES

nyone who has
visited New
Zealand will
know about
its countless
miles of public
gravel roads.
Superbroad surfaces, views to
diefor and verylittle habitation
maketheland of thelong white
cloud ahaven for gravel rallying.
Every other year, the Silver Fern
Rally offers the ultimate gravel
adventure. For aweek, some of
theseroadsare closed topublic
use and turned over to therallying
fraternity. Though therallyis
focused on historics,amodern two-
wheel-drive event runs alongside.
Therouteisbeyond anything we
candream of inthe UK. Each day
coversaround 100 stage miles, often
instagesthatare 30 and 40miles
long, andin a week therally covers
around 800 stage miles. That’smore
than two seasons of BTRDA Rally
Series competitionin seven days.
Itislittle wonder that crewsfrom
the UK regularly trek to the other
side of the world to tackle this
biennial event and they have done
well. Very well, indeed. In 2014,
Vince Bristow scored the result of
alifetime by winningin alocally-

prepared Ford Escort Mk2, Meirion
Evanstopped thehistoricsin 2016
and mostrecently Matthew Robinson
won from Roger Chilman and Simon
Tysoe asBrits took a clean sweep

of the historic podium.

Event promoter Peter Martin from
the Ultimate Rally Groupis proud of
the product. “We probably have the
best gravel roads in the world and we
have such a high number of quality
roads,” hesays. “Wehave ahuge
variety of roads and so we can
regularly change the route and not
dothe same stages over and over.

“Werarely, if atall, repeat a stage
through theevent soevery stageis
different. We have tight, twisty roads
tofast, open and flowingroads. The
ideaistopick the stagesthatare
kinderonthecars.

“Wedon’t want to bring people
from the other side of the world and
stick themin arocky, sh***y piece of
road. People come for theroads and
if youare spendingall that money,
we want tomake sure that theevent
isorganised and runinaway that
gives you the biggest opportunity
tofinish. We don’t wanttoissue
unnecessary time penalties and we
don’tputhooksin theregulationsto
try and catch people out. Itisabout
engagementand completion.”

Simply gettingafinish on
thismarathon eventissome
achievement and gettingarally
car and spares to New Zealand is
amajor undertaking. But the
organisersare onhand tohelp with
shipping, customs, hire vans and
pretty much everythingelse.

“Fromthe UK, the car will be
goneforthreemonths,” says Martin.
“We highly recommend that, if not
anew build, itisafresh rebuild.

You don’t want to spend the time
and money toship a car with half-
worn components. Itisgoingtodo
twoyearsof UK rallyingin a week.
Wehave suppliersin New Zealand
who hire cars. Some people have
dry-hired the shell and the running
gear and brought their own engine,
sothat’san option. Butthe majority
of people bringtheir own car
becausethe cost of gettingthe car
to New Zealand is actually quite
small when you planit properly.”

Themost common sea freight
optionisthree carsin one40-foot
container and a 20-foot container
for all the spares and tyres. Shared
between three cars, it works out at
around £3000to geta car and kit there
and back. The 2018 entry fee was 9000
Kiwidollars and with insurance that
totalsabout £5000. Add inflights,

hotels, vehicle hire and tyres and
thisisaneventthat startsataround
£20,000. Then, you will come back

withacarthatneedsamajorrefresh.

However, you’ll have done 800 top
quality stagemiles at a costfrom £25
permileatatime whentheentry fee
alonefora UK event stands at close
to£15permile. Thenexteditionis
scheduled for late 2020.

“Goingforward, our format will
beaseven-dayrally and we will run
atthe end of November and early
Decemberin 2020. We're yet to
confirm whichisland and I hopeto
announcethatsoon,” says Martin,
who has endless options across New
Zealand’s North and South Islands.

What it takes to win the marathon event

Fromrecentresultsitisclearthat
British crews can conquer thisevent,
even at their first attempt. With 800
stagemiles, local knowledge can
never be thefactorthatitisina
typical 45-mile UK rally.

“Itis probably the best marathon
rally in the world,” says 2016 winner
Welshman Meirion Evans. “Youare
on the bestroadsin the world; high-
speed, flowing, wide and on the
longer stages you are flat out for 45
minutes. That’s why we go back.

“There are alot of elements you
need to win thisrally. The car has got
towork, you’ve got to befit, you’ve got
tobefocused and have an excellent
team around you. You could go there
for 20 or 30 years and still not know it
like some people know the UK forests.

“It’snotjusttherally and the
amount of mileage you get. Itis
the whole adventure and the
New Zealanders are such nice
people. That will draw me back
foralong,longtime.”

“Ttwill runregardless of the
number of entries. There will be
ahalf-day break in the middle of
the week. That’s to try and get
people socialising. We’ve seen that
thefirst two or three days are very
serious as people get themselves
into the groove but, by day three,
they arerelaxingabit and that’s
when we want to get everyone
together and have a drink. We plan
totake themto an adventure place
that New Zealand isrenowned for.”

Martin says that around 60 entries
works well but they can caterforup
to100cars.

“Wehave plenty of timeinour
road closuresto get the carsthrough
the stagesand most of our closures
arefour andahalf hourssoit’s
notdifficulttoget upto100cars
through,” he explains.

“There are two competitions within
the Silver Fern: the Historic Trophy
and the Challenge Trophy for non-
historic two-wheel-drive cars. A
historic-looking car with modern
running gear can certainly come and
play. We see front-wheel-drive Honda
Civicsand Ford Fiestas and that sort
of thing but by far the most common
vehicle entered in the Silver Fern
Rallyisthe Ford Escort Mk2 BDG.”H
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Luke Constantine zoomed torallycross success. By Hal Ridge

SPEEDING UP THE
NING PROCESS
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Silverstone
hasplayeda
keyrolein
the careers
of countlessrising British
motorsport talents. But, not

many will have made their car
racingdebut atthe Formula 1

venue, or returned later the
very same year as the overall
championinoneseries and
in the hunt for top honours
in another.

Luke Constantine, son of former
BTRDA 1400 rally frontrunner
Mark Constantine, and following
inthefootsteps of older brother
Tom, entered the Junior ranks of
UKrallycross for2018 aged just 14,
the youngest a driver can compete.

With only just enough testing

under hisbelt tofamiliarise himself

with the single-make Suzuki Swift

usedinthe MSA Junior Rallycross
Championship, Constantine arrived

at British RX’s Silverstone season-

opener (and the track’s first meeting)

in2018. Whilefreezing conditions
andrallylegend Sebastien Loeb
stolethe headlines, Constantine

delivered arguably the performance
of the weekend and finished second

to Norwegian Marius Solberg
Hanseninthefinal.

Justaweek later, Constantine
was an event winner. Having

initially planned to use the BTRDA

sthe home of

motorracing,

Clubmansseries as seattime, the
Constantinesjoined several of
the British RXregulars at Blyton
Park for the BTRDA opener, where
Constantine claimed his maiden
wininhissecond event.
Forthefirst timelast year, Junior
drivers were eligible to score points
towards the overall BTRDA Gold
Starrallycross crown. Remarkably,

despite hislack of driving experience

compared tothe competition and
visitingevery circuit for the first
time, Constantinemade it through
allninerounds of the Clubmans
campaign unbeaten and became
the youngest overall BTRDA
rallycross champion.

Constantine says: “Atthestartof
the yearme and my dad discussed

thatit wasjust goingtobealearning

year togetusedtothetracksand
the car.Iwasfine with that because
Ididn’treally have any experience,
buttheresultat Silverstone was
amazingandIthinkitreally
boosted my confidence.
“Thentowinthenextraceat
Blyton Park,Icouldn’treally

believethatandIthinkIwasjust
onthathighall year.Iwas sohappy
with how the year went.”

Theteenager says, while theresults
came quickly, hedidn’t even consider

beingin the huntforeither title until
themiddle of the campaign. “Ididn’t
havetoogood aresultthefirsttime

we went to Lydden Hill for round two

of the British Championship and
thathurt quitealot,” he explains.
“I'wasreally upset with how that
had gone, especially after how the
year had started. But afew results
laterImanaged to climbupin points
andIsuddenlyrealised I wasinthe
fightforit. It washard becauseI

wanted to win somuch, butIstillhad

thisthoughtin the back of my mind
thatIstillhad somuchtolearn,and
that was there the whole time. When

itturned outI wasleadingthe overall

BTRDA championship, Ididn’teven

know aboutit, but that’s whenIreally

thoughtabouttryingtowinit.”
With the best seven roundsto
countfromnineinthe BTRDA
series, any tie-break in the points
would come down to which driver

Constantine wasin the j junior BRX showdown attheendof the year

Spreading the wings ready for the next step

Towardsthe end of the season, Luke
Constantine joined brother Tom
and fellow Juniorracer Patrick
O’Donovan in travelling to Finland
totestan RX Academy Renault Clio.
Created by SET Promotion owner
Jussi Pinomaki, the RX Academyisa
concept created to give aspiring World
Rallycross competitors a platform to
learn about every aspectrequired

from amodern-day motorsport
athlete, bothin and out of the car.
While Constantine doesn’t yethave

the budget torace the specially adapted

Clio Cup cars with 1.6-litre turbo
engines and sequential gearboxes, he
istargeting graduationin the future.
“Thetestin Finland was absolutely
amazing,” he says. “Ienjoyed driving
the car somuch, it was by far the best

thingI've ever driven.Iwassohappy
tobethere and all the team werereally
nice.IwishIcouldracetherealong
with Juniors here this season butit’s
justfindingthe budget.

“Thetestreally boosted my ambitions,

even though the car was very different
from whatI’'m used tothink Ihad good
speed and it opened my eyes alot to see
whatIwant to push forin the future.”

had beaten most competitors over
the yearin theirrespective class.

While Constantine had his
maximum score of seven wrapped
in September, he had to wait until
thefinalround to seeif Super
Modified campaigner Tony Lynch
could also score seven wins, but
Lynch was pipped tothe postin the
finale, meaning Constantinelifted
theoverall crown.

“Itwasamazingtowinthat title,”
says Constantine. “Wejusthad to
see what Tony did with hisresults,
butIalsoreally wantedtokeepthe
undefeated run and win every round,
soIwasstill pushingreally hard. At
Croftinthelastrace of the BTRDA
me and my brother had areally good
battle, soI was pleased to come out
ontopof thattowinalltheraces.”

Inayear where the Junior division
enjoyed its strongest field for some
time, one of Constantine’s biggest
challengers wasindeed his brother
who, havingraced in the two previous
campaigns, was competingin his
last Junior season.

“We were very jokey with each
other with fighting talk and stuff
like that, butIthink havingboth
of usracingat thefrontthisyear
pushed usboth on,” says Luke
of aseeminglyrarebondthe
pair share, notdissimilarto
that of World RX stars Timmy
and Kevin Hansen.

“Obviously you want to beat your
brother, butIthink he gotfasterand I
gotalot of experiencebyracinghim.”
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= Luke Constantine
(left) won the BTRDA

Enteringthefinal round of British
RX, the pair were spilt by justa
single pointat thehead of the
Junior standings, makingfora
winner-takes-all showdown.

“We said before the weekend we
hoped we weren’t battlingforitin the
final because we didn’t want someone
to get knocked off and then be upset
attheendof therace,” Luke adds.

“Wethoughtit would be pretty clear
in qualifying who would win, and it
was. I cracked my sump and damaged
the suspension and that put me out
of thefight.Iwas disappointed not
towin both titles, but whenIsaw the
smile onmy brother’sfaceitmade
italotbetter andI've got anothertwo
yearsinJuniorrallycrosssolhope
Ican winitbeforeIfinish.”

Constantine will enter the 2019
campaign as the clear favourite for
thetitle, butheisn’tlettinghimself
get carried away on the success of
hismaiden season.

“Iobviously want to win, butI
don’t wantto get over confident and
try topush theboundaries toofar,”
hesays. “I'll just carry on with what
I'vebeen doing and hopefully the
string of results can continue.

“The RX Academy test (see sidebar)
really opened my eyes for the future
too. Even though the budgetis
nottheretodosomethinglike that
atthemoment, allIcandoisfocus
ondoingthebestIcanthisyear,so
if Idoever geta chance in something
likethatIcan grabthe opportunity
by thehorns.” ®

Constantine was one of three Britons to test the Renault Clio
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WRC star Paddon

to tackle rallycross

Hyundai World Rally Championship
refugee Hayden Paddon willrace
asingle-make PanteraRX6 carin
the GRC Titans category of the

new Global Rallycross Europe
seriesthisyear.

Paddon wasleft withouta WRC
drive when Hyundai signed former
Peugeot World Rallycross driver
Sebastien Loeb to shareits third
car with Dani Sordo this year.

The 31-year old willnow race
aPantera RX6 carusingaHyundai
130 silhouette body.

“Ihavebeeninrallyingforalong
time, sorallycrossisnot completely
new tome, butIwill have toadapt
tocarsracingalongsideme,” said
the 2016 Rally Argentina winner.

“GRC Europe willbeanew
challenge and I am looking forward
totakingiton, joining the other
driversthroughout the year and
trying to be competitive.”

Two-time Le Mans winner
Alexander Wurz will competein
the series alongside World RX
race winner Toomas Heikkinen.
Swedish brothers Timmy and
Kevin Hansen will also compete,
butitisyettobeannouncedin
which category the pair will drive.

Dubourg captures

another Andros crown

DA Racingdriver Jean-Baptiste Dubourg
claimed hisfourth successive Andros
Trophy titlein the final points-scoring
weekend of the winter at Super Besse.

The Renault Captur driver entered
thelastround ahead of Aurelien Panis
in thepoints, but afourth place on day
oneand victory on day two ensured
hisfourth straight crown.

Panis was passed by fellow electric car
racer Franck Lagorce, who won on day
one, for therunnersup position in the
points. Panisjust held off hisfather
Olivier forthird, the ex-Formula 1racer
having another strong weekend with
abrace of podiums.

The Andros series willrun anon-
championship one-off round at the
Stade de France this weekend, where
Sebastien Loeb will join the field.

By Hal Ridge

British driver Oliver Bennett
has signed up to the World
Rallycross Championship as
a permanent entry for 2019.
Bennett graduated to World
RXeventslast season after
only ayearinthediscipline,
racingafreshly-built Mini
Cooper Supercar. The former
motocrossrider competedin
all but three of the World RX
roundslast term, usingthe
campaign asadevelopment
year for both the car and
driver, while also competing
inthe AmericasRallycross
series and selected BritishRX
events with a Ford Fiesta.
“It’snicetobeinaposition
where we can commit to the full
seriesand now points atevery
- round will really count,” said
| Bennett. “It’snice tomove up
- anotherstepthisseason from
- ﬂ ourtriallast year. This yearis
,g_- looking great too, especially as

ok

T

aprivate team with alevelling of
competition. The battle between ‘
the privateer teams should be
intense.I’'mreally excited.”

Bennett’s Xite Racing team s
setto begin pre-season testing
on Friday this week.

Hesaid: “Thisisthemain test
with our major improvements
and then we will evaluateand
make the changesthat we
need tomake towards the end
of February. Afterthat our
engines are shipped off to
Franceforarefreshready
toheadto AbuDhabiforthe
firstroundin April.”

Bennett finished 15th overall
three timesin World RX last
year driving the older Mini,
and set the paceinthe British
RX finale at Silverstonein
November. To date only one
British driver hasfinished on
the podium in World RX. BTCC
title winner Andrew Jordan was
third in the British round of the
seriesat Lydden Hillin 2014.
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BENNETT CONFIRMS FRESH
ATTACK ON WORLD RX
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Bennett will continue
his WRX campaign

Moss took the
advantage late on

Moss powers his Hlllman Imp to l:otswold glory

Cotswold Clouds Classic Trial

Galli has shaken down the Kia Rio

Galli upheat with

reworked Kia Rio racer

Former World Rally star Gigi Galli
has completed the build of his
second evolution Kia Rio World
Rallycross Supercar.

Galli debuted thefirst version of the
carathishomeroundat Franciacorta
in2015and subsequently rented the
machine to Hungarian driver Lukacs
Kornelforthe 2017 season.

TheItalian says the new version of
the car, which hasits cooling package
mountedin the frontlike the title-
winning Volkswagen Motorsport Polos,
featuresimprovementsinevery area.

Itretainsa Lehmann-builtengineand
Unictransmission. Gallihas already
undertaken 120 miles of testingin the
new machine, including competingin
the Ice Challenge Championship athis
hometown of Livignolast month and
isseekingan experienced driver to
racethecarthisyear.

By Duncan Stephens

Organiser: Stroud & District Motor Club When: February 3
Where: Stroud Starters: 78

Ian Moss won the incredibly slippery
Cotswold Clouds Classic Trial on

Sunday. With snow covering the ground,

conditions were extremely tough for the
early outright purpose-built specials.
The snow turned toice before natural
conditions prevailed for the saloon cars.

Sam Holmes took the early lead, being
one of only five carsto climb out the top.
Thelongstraight climb of the Wicked
Juniper section allowed Matt Facey to
use all the power of his supercharged
BMW totakethelead, but his driveshaft
broke one section later.

Moss’s highrevving Imp also excelled

there with a superb climb only
bettered by the Ford T special of
David Golightly.

Keith Sandersreturned after a year
off and drove superbly to win the
sportscar classfrom Aaron Haizelden.
Paul Merson, whonarrowly lost the
titlelast year on the final round, upheld
special honoursin sixth tying with the
oldest car of the entry, the MG J2 of
Bill Bennett. Bennett was the best club
member. Rick Neale collected Kitcar
honoursin eighth, with Rich Hayward
again drivingthe door handles off his
Ford Escortto complete the top 10.

Results

1 lan Moss (Hillman Imp) 9 points; 2 Matt Facey (BMW 318); 3
Sam Holmes (VW Beetle); 4 Keith Sanders (Reliant SS1); 5 Aaron
Haizelden (Reliant SS1); 6 Paul Merson (Shopland Special); 7 Bill
Bennett (MG J2); 8 Rick Neale (Dutton Melos); 9 David Golightly
(Ford Special); 10 Rich Hayward (Ford Escort).

Six rounds for Americas Rallycross including COTA

The Americas Rallycross
Championship will be run
over sixrounds in 2019.

The series, which will not
travel outside North America in
its second term, will again join the
World Rallycross Championship
at Trois-Rivieres in Canada and
includes visits to a pair of new
venues at Mid-Ohio and Gateway
Motorsports Park.

ARXwill alsorace at Circuit
of the Americas on the September
weekend initially pencilled to be
part of the World RX calendar until
the date was postponed until 2021.

The season will be bookended by
events at Mid-Ohio, with a double
header at Gateway Motorsports

ALENDAR

AmericasRallycross Championship

RND | VENUE | DATE

1 Mid-Ohio June 8/9

2 Gateway July 13

3 Gateway July 14

4 Trois-Rivieres August 3/4

5 COTA September28
6 Mid-Ohio October5/6

Park for rounds two and three. Steve
Arpin’s Loenbro Motorsports squad
announced recently thatit will
revert to running a pair of M-Sport-
built Ford Fiestas having fielded
Ford’s Focus RS RX last season in
conjunction with Ken Block.
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The Americas Rallycross contest will return to Texas in late September

Briton Bobby Griffin was a winner

British Lions team in the wars in tough Superstock Teams hattle in New Zealand

Despite a hard-fought two days, the
British Lions came up shortinitsbid
to win the Superstock Teams
Championshipsin Palmerston North
last weekend, finishing eighth overall.
The British team,led by BriSCA
F1 National Points champion Frankie
Wainman Jr, fielded arelatively
inexperienced and youngteam this
year but began the two-day
Championships with a victory over
the Waikato Wanderersin the
opening qualifyinground.

Bobby Griffin won therace, but
Wainman Jr, who was all set for second

place, failed to finish after sufferingmajor

rear axle damage after abighitfrom the
Wanderers’ Blair Ashton onthelastlap.
The Lions won theround 110 points to 85.

The damage to Wainman Jr’smachine
would prove amajor setback for the
Lionsasthe BriSCA F1 star was unable
torepairthe carintime for the team’s
secondroundraceandhadtoswaptoa
sparecarasaresult.

Inround two against the Stratford

Scrappers, the British Lions came under
attack from the start, with Karl Hawkins
drilled into the wall, and Wainman Jr was
forced to pull off with aloose wheel guard.
The Scrappers’ Mitch Vickery cruised to
victory, with Griffin and Lions team-mate
Lee Fairhurst finishing third and fourth.
The Scrappers won by 150 points to45.

Thedefeat dropped the Lionsto eighth
placeintheoverall points.

South Island team Canterbury
Glen Eagles wentontotakeitsfirst
Teams Championships.
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HAVE YOUR SAY

MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters
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MN SAYS...
Circuits must have avoice in the future

The Formula One Promoters Association has the right to raise its concerns

The statement issued by the Formula One Promoters Association last week wasn’t just a broadside at Liberty Media, the bosses of F1. It
also raised some valid concerns about the direction of grand prix racing, and the circuits are the ones in the firing line should Liberty take F1
down the wrong path.

One of the problems FOPA has got is what it sees as some level of inequality. New countries are vital for grand prix racing if it is to expand interest in the sport, [/
but some of them have been rumoured to be given very preferential deals and even, in some cases, a profit share with Liberty itself. The established venues, and |
Silverstone is included in that, do not appear to be getting a similar cut of the cake. The traditional venues are just expected to stump up and shut up. eV

Liberty Media has some great ideas for the future of the top level of motorsport, but it needs to make sure that they don't rip the heart out of F1 as we know it
and how it should be. F1 is a sport, not just a media commodity, and that needs to be remembered at all times.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)
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Bob Sketchley went to the Monte Carlo Historique Rally checkpoint at Banbury Donington Park has been busy with test days. This Radical was taken by Rich Cranston

Another shot from Bob Sketchley

i e
...-.--—1' e e
U | S

An Aston Martin getting a pre-season workout at Donington. Taken by Rich Cranston Action fror-n-fh'e. recent rallying ever{t- at Brands Hatch, sent in by Chris Collier

GOT AN OPINION? » 2 2 LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK
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Brabham BT45

Enjoy the company of two
Formula 1 champions and

only the second father and

son pairingto achieve the

feat; Keke and Nico Rosberg.

Interviewed by ex-F1 driver
Martin Brundle, the pair offer a
unique insight into their racing
careers and title-winning
triumphs, as well their family
life (Friday, 1545-1600hrs, SKy
Sports F1).

Can’t wait for F1 testing to
begin later this month? Fear
not as you can watch full
coverage of all the 2018 races
courtesy of Sky Sports F1.

Relive the Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix from the Yas
Marina Circuit where the

end of an era beckoned as
Fernando Alonso took part

in hisfinal F1race, atleast for
the time being.

You can watch hisfinal race
and Lewis Hamilton take his
11th win of the season to finish
his season in style this Friday
(2255-2355hrs).

And finally, catch highlights
of the Carrick On Suir Forest
Rally (Saturday, 1930-2030hrs,
BT Sport ESPN), which makes
up partof theIrish Forest series.

From the silver Porsche 917s of 1971 to the white 935s and 936s at the end of the
decade, Martini has to top this list of the non-tobacco liveries of the 1970s. Picking a
best is tough, but the striking red Formula 1 Brabhams of 1976-77 take some beating.

NEXT WEEK

PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS, VIEWS AND REPORTS

: Porsche 917/30

Gulf or Sunoco? There's no doubt that the powder blue and orange of Gulf
: is more famous, butI'm going for the dark blue of Sunoco, as run by Penske.
: Theteam's Ferrari 512M looked superb, but the best example has to be

¢ theiconic Porsche 917/30 Can-Amking.

NASCAR:
Daytona
M Race: Sunday, 2000-
2230hrs, Premier Sports

i ., -
AustinDillonwonin2018

BMW DRM
320 Turbo
There were some
great BMW paint
schemesinthe
1970s, including
Gosser Beer,
Jagermeister

and Castrol. It's
Warsteiner that gets
the nod, it looked
great onthe BMW
DRM 320 Turbo,
aswellasthe TOJ
sports-racers and
the Arrows F1 cars.

RENAULT CLIO

motorsport-news.co.uk FEBRUARY 6 2019 31

PrADEr T S

Snowman

RALLY
SATURDAY

EBlyton Park, Lincs

Jack Neal Memorial
Stages

: Starts 0930hrs

: Admission TBA

: Web clitheroedmc.co.uk
: BJurby

: Motordrome, Isle

of Mlan
OrmCo Jurby Stages

: Starts 0900hrs
: Admission TBA

Web manxautosport.org

EInverness, Scottish

Highlands

The Coogie Urquhart
Snowman Rally
Starts 0845hrs

: AdmissionTBA

: Web snowmanrally.co.uk
: mGoodwood,

: WestSussex

: Phil Collings Memorial
: South Downs Stages

: Starts 0900hrs

Admission free
Web southdownsstages.

: co.uk

' SATURDAY/

SUNDAY

B Galway, Ireland
Galway International
Rally

Starts TBA

: Admission TBA
: Web galwayrally.com

. SUNDAY

B Thirsk, NYorks

: Riponian Stages Rally
: Starts 0830hrs
: Admission TBA

! Web rmsc.org.uk

: Details correctat time of
: pressbutplease check
. beforetravelling

ADVENTURE

GOODWOOD

RALLY:

thisweekend
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SPARES AND ACCESSORIES
www.kaylan.co.uk

' 1;1, rf'
t Full range of engine components for: ,f
% i LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM| | WS FoFar =l =8 o P T W= ol —
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

VAUXHALL ECOTEC | LikeU
The wmnlng ROVER K-SERIES E] Fobodo, f il |
i twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts
Call or buy online! -

formula in h_lgh STE%TSRE’ORT-?UK 01753532222 Simpson'  Exhausts
performance plastic...

ures the punnhmeonl reoved by the underside of 3 Workd Rally car betier Than Kaylan - \
110 bt Bl impact o ebvovon, ur spicl elastemners ove pwrpre it to withuon [Alloywheelrepalrs.com]
exireme sbwauon and it aboul anything that & foredt ok maght Parow at it
I VORGSR AN UENIE W RS ORI NN K « Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
Ford, Swbaru. Nriian, Mitiabihi and Seal and change 1o Eaylan .
wheels and castings.

o NliPlages ey ssphderd sred posscferd] @ Profrcios for, Tralesg dren, Gcacbon. Bowr losets. lor Lok, Differenioe s Grnersl Undberbeedy Proicsfos

= Wheel el Lmimg & g and Gerarbos Moty & By mr-n Jogn + Swsp mnd Tk Goirdn + Brygoic Misgided Farty = Full Cufting Servicr Awaskabiy *Wheels chemically Stripped, fine
bead blasted and powder coated.

+Wheels inserted and PCD and MITSU BISHI
offset altered. Grp N, R4,
[ Chevette ] B13 / Open Class

- Manufacturers of cars and components

to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.
DAV 1D I)AV l I >» - HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
A LD E N I N R A N E cages and all parts required and all
- et parts required to build cars to works Tel 01524 761398
INEUR C RROEIR MNEURANCE AEOEIRS Spec.

- 40 years of experience to share. Large amount of
parts held in stock

T — IAN JEMISON || roady forimmediate
ENGINEERING despatch View our

F: +44 (0)1274 531409

v COMPETITION CARS online catalogue at
v RALLY & RACE CARS BISHOPTHORPE, YORK,YO23 2RA waynesis@aol.com
v SERVICE VEHICLES @1 904 703 869 www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT TO ADVERTISEYOUR NEW
PHONE: 0161 440 7590 ||: PRODUCTS AND SERVICES IN
quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk 55 OUR NEXT ISSUE CALL

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

0203 405 8109
FOR SALE Renault Clio172 Autocrosser A2

» Ready to go

* Many wins

(IENGINES

» Extensive spares
package

* More info and
pictures on request

DURATEC : ZETEC
ENGINE = &% ENGINE

» 2.0-2.5 Litre i &7 »1.6,1.8 & 2.0 Litre

» 200-340 BHP [ o » 188-275 BHP
. = zetec

COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

4

phone:
01425 673 596

mobile:

wwwwwwwww.dunnellengines.com /i | 07889 460 411

Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com OO — L/ hiushound@talszggri:;

Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 SEP, England JI Hampshire
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IPants¥SparesiGaRallyIEquipment
Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ

iy i

NEW Massive 20179 Full colour Rally Design Motorsport Catalogue NOW AVAILABLE!

See RALLY DESIGN on STANDS 3752 & 3754 ! :

Come and

AUTOSPORT b £

THE RACING | sign g =

= .
s " caracogue 2019

v m
CAR SHOW m ; ”ﬂ I ”l[ﬂ} Mk1 Mexico front wing, LH or RH  each £265.22 £318.27
W i"“ Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, std. each £72.10 £86.52

Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, R§2000  each E175.00 £210.00

NEC BIRMINGHAM 10-13 JANUARY 2019 b....r :

ATLAS AXLE PARTS, BLACKLINE
Atlas plate style diff, historic spec. with ‘Boreham” mods,

Full listing of all Mk1 and Mk2 body panels on our website

18 tooth side gears £495.80 E594.96
SPARES . s x.rl-w-llrf-"“';"’ﬂ
Spare side gears, 18 tooth each £32.50 £39.00 | NN 7 79.60 £215.
Motorsport plate kit £83.90 £100.68 |"'|'||| '
Wavy plate each £16.30 £19.56 (1] .
Atlas CWP 3.4, 3.7, 4.6, 5.1 £229.50 £275.40 ESCORY BRAKING PARTS || 1] X-Flow ally radiator
| I E179.60 E215.52
Atlas axle casing, thick Wilwood brakes kit, 265x10, Powerlite caliper £299.51 E3159.41 RS2000 (Pinto) ally radiator
tube, double pinned & breather £198.60 £238.32 Wilwood brakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper £468.49 £562.19 £179.60 £215.52
Pig’s head only £165.00 £198.00  Wilwood brakes kit, 285x21, Midilite caliper £571.40 E685.68 13/235 oil cooler
Balance bar pedal box, cable clutch £189.50 £227.40 50.10 E60.12
Balance bar pedal box, hydraulic clutch £215.00 £258.00
RMD master cylinders from £21.50 £25.80 Lockable fuel filler
Wilwood master cylinders from £29.50 E35.40 cap ass
Axle end stubs, R/H & L/H thread pair £49.90 £59.88 Wilwood proportioning valve, knob £42.50 £51.00 £49.50 £59.40
Axle locking rings, R/H & L/H thread pair £21.90 £26.28 Wilwood proprtioning valve, lever E57.50 £69.00 Silicone hose kit, Mexico or RS2000
Locking ring adjustment tool £25.50 £30.60 Blackline ‘swaged” stainless brake fines, 3-line £29.74 £35.69 (avalfable biwe, black or red)
Caliper mount brackels, suit AP pair £29.50 £35.40 Classic Ford wheels 6x13 £69.00 £82.80 £62.34 £74.8'I'

7x13 E76.00 E91.20
8x13 \ E&/7.50 £105.00
8x15 : | : E£118.80

Fully floating hub assembly without shafts ir £2718.60 £262.32 from

Fully floating axle kit, inc.(2) F/F Hub assemblies . Classic Ford *‘"; 80

plus (2) “4340° halfshafts, 18 tooth £69.00 £82.

(chaice of length) £328.60 £394.38

Flange to suit F/F hub kit £49.50 £59.40

SPARES

Studs each5.90 E7.08 E

Seal pack pack zE13.90 E£16.68 Poly” bump stops, top axle mounting pair £8.12 £9.75

Bearing, top quality each £38.90 £46.68 Escort 11/1300 front springs, 145-220lbs pair E37.80 E40.56

770mm “4340" halfshaft, 18 tooth each £77.50 £93.00 Escort RS front springs, 145-220lbs pair £33.80 £40.56

820mm 4340 halfshaft, 18 tooth ecach £82.50 £99.00 1.9 & 2.25" coil springs, 20,000 in stock! from £15.90 £19.08 wcp intrguprer ;m;-: pump £29.00 £34.80
Adjustable spring seat kit £24.50 £29.40 WCP solid state fuel pump E19.00 E22.80

Ah:"vf-"f*f-‘"f s Gr::hl ;}ﬂ' : ;:W o s from 4340 alloy steel and Helper w%: , 2.257-2.25" £10.50 £12.60 WCP injection fuel pump from £32.19 £38.63

4340 is about twice as strong as 1040 (the material which OEM halfshafts are normally Gaz, adj front shocks each £67.60 E81.12 Bonnet pin kits, stainless £5.00  £6.00

manufactured from). It has a high degree of ductility to absorb shock loadings of abrupt Gaz, able (3-way) front shocks each £299.50 £359.40 Bonnet pin kits, alloy E7.00 EBA40

a::.":_h:lm taking mh.;idoﬁ' Mhﬁ*mﬂﬂgm;%“ﬁ &::rs a vm;ugﬁ Gaz, adjustable rate rear shocks each ER5.00 E78.00 Aerocatch P ::mm E£31.00 £37.20

¥ 1o sustain lorgue wit is halfsha Quick steering racks RH 2:9 ratio £119.50 £143.40 Avanti map fight rom E19.50 E23.40

rmremih following dl:;f‘sa show the yield and tensile strength, and the yield torque for RH 2:4 ratio £139.50 £167.40 Manifold wrap, 2 x 15 metres (50ft), Vermiculite £29.60 E£E35.52

a typical 30mem diameter 4340 halfshaft H 2:4 ratio £149.50 £179.40 Roll cage pmging, 3ft, B1 fire rating £6.00  £7.20

266 x 21 ‘Forest” type discs pair £159.00 £190.80
FBL 002 disc bells pair £51.00 E61.20
Halfshaft flange, not F/F, suil std. axle each £59.50 £71.40

MT16 calipers to Fit standard discs,
pair £&89.00 £706.80

M16 calipers to fit vented discs
ENGLISH AXLE PARTS, H/duty quick steering racks RH 2:4 ratio £174.50 £209.40 (no spacers needed),
BLACKLINE RH 2:2 ratio £204.50 E245.40 pair £98.50 £118.20
LH 2:4 ratio £184.50 £225.40 M16 caliper, shouldered bolts, set of 4
English plate style diff (30/90 ramps) LH 2:2 ratio £274.50 E257.40 £If1,'}9 £13.19
Avai 18 tooth (mates with semi-floating OFEM style steering rack mounis pair ET16.80 E20.16 Group 1 vented discs (247x210,
conversion kif) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - spherical bearing, each E49.50 £59.40 pair £39.00 £46.80
Available 22 tooth {mates with std. halfshaft) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - roller bearing, each £49.50 £59.40
Spare plate kit E39.50 £47.40 Roller bearin plastic dust covers pair £9.50 £11.40
Spare side pears, 18 or 22 tooth (please state) £32.50 £39.00 Spherical bearing race type lop mounts pair E49.60 E59.52
English CWP 3.54.3.7,3.9.4.1,44.47.49.5.1.53 £295.50 £275.40
Spare side bearing. top quality £19.90 £23.88 OEM TCA's
Crush washer £5.90 E7.08 M 4.25 Itr FIA plumbed-in fire system,
f’“"’" wheel bearing E;T 3-;3 E :;g £71.40 full fnsrau.;rgn kit, FIA humuﬁgﬂh‘un EX 037.13
A"Hﬁ"""m"f‘"m Ew"ﬂ'_sh sumifonting kb it Kit £159.80 £191.76
inc. (2) “4340° halfshafts, 18 tooth £443.80 £532.56 TCA's ‘Pattern’ style ir £36.50 £43.80
English axle weld-on brace ring £39.90 £47.88 TCA's ‘OEM’ style pair  £63.50 £76.20 Escort Laminated & Heated Screens
Special 10mm axfe brace, English axle £99.50 E119.40 ;D‘l bush "ﬁmml?'ﬂ ;:ﬂf i’”-'m g’?'ﬂﬂ
SPARES win cam anti- r 59.50 1.40 , : =
Semi-floating hub assembly (less bearing) cach £144.40 £173.28  Anti-dive kit £31.00 £37.20 ?$ ﬂﬂ_ :ﬁ: ﬁ:ﬂiﬂ sl 2:3 :"bbE'! il igg'_’.g :gg':g
Bearing ‘4340 £48.90 £59.76  World cup X-member £106.50 £127.50 ottt sl st SO £198.60 £238.32
Halfshaft, suit semi-floating kit S50 ERERS WENRE CUp Bty s g A Bicoat Ak Aot hutd Samisalod soran (i, rbbed £198.60 £236.32
Flange, not semi-floating, suit std. axle £59.50 £71.40  RS2000 track rod ends . each B10.50 £12:60 OO e e i Goibasas oy e
Fange, Group 1 type E59.50 £71.40 Group 4 style all steel U/] coupling £19.80 E23.76 e MKT TN Seroen ¥ et -
E A - 0 re . & Escort rear screen rubber £23.92 £28.70
Brake disc. 265 x 10 each £34.50 £41.40 4-link kit £179.50 £143.40 Escort Mk2 front rubbe £2908 £34.90
Heavy duty 4-link kit £185.00 £222,00 dntonimnr b -t -
Group 4 round turret kit kit B0 £7900  SYONKI Inw dckin IeaoN £29.08 £34.90
HELICAL LSDs (ATBs), BLACKLINE M1 spring shackdes it c1-00 £20.40  Laser windscreen chip repair kit £13.90 £16.68
RS maidon akaves car sef 523:5” .E.'M-J!ﬂ 14" or 17" rear view mirror £14.90 E£17.88
lish axle, Caterham, 22 spline £ 3‘2:4,00 £388.80 OEM Escort RS struts each £96.95 E116.34
axle, 16 spline £354.00 £424.80 Group 4 spec. front RS struts each £128.00 £153.60 Escort Mk2 Rubber Paris
Fo.r_d FWD - Escort, Fiesta, Focus, KA, Escort RS stub axles pair £120.00 £156.00
Orion, Puma (BC/1B5 trans) £399.00 £478.80 RS steering arms pair £69.50 £83.40 Bonnet stop pair £6.20 E7.44
Sierra 7, Caterham 2 £399.00 £478.80 Heavy duty steering arms, gusseted pair £79.50 £95.40 Bonnet rail bump stop, set of 4 £10.90 £13.08
Focus 5T170, Mini Cooper ‘S Qﬂ fit steering arm kit pair £9.60 £11.52 Bonnet bump stop, centre-rear £5.10  £6,12
(6-speed Getrag box) £399.00 £478.80 Ally hubs - standard or Group 4 each £49.50 £59.40 Wiring loom bulkhead grommet £6.90 £8.28
Mazda MX5 (94-05) £399.00 £478.80 Slub avle hardware kit £10.90 £13.08 Bonnel release cable grommet E5.20 £6.24
Watts linkage kit £199.50 E£239.40 Steering column bulkhead grommet E7.20 E£8.64
Taper leaf springs, 1461b rate each £49.50 E59.40 Handbrake backplate dust boots pair E7.10 £8.52
Ally tube strut brace, round tube £44.90 E53.88 Spedo cable bulkhead grommet £5.20 £6.24
4-speed bearing type gearlever £38.50 £46.20 Work style 60mm oval tube strut brace £51.50 £61.80 Throttle pedal pad £5.20 £6.24
5-speed ing fype gearlever £40.50 £48.60 Rear lamp protectors pair £12.90 £15.48 Brake and clutch pedal pads pair E8.00  E9.60
S-speed qui ft conversion kit E13.50 E716.20 Chassis mounfed sump guard, wel sump E137.00 E164.40 Shock absorber top caps pair E13.90 £16.68
M10 ally “Pro’ gearknob E14.90 E£17.88 Kaylan mudflaps, 4mm (500x300) pair £16.50 E19.80 Rear bumper side plugs, set of 4 £9.90 E11.88
M10 white or black nylon gearknob £12.50 £15.00 Body jacking kit car sef ET19.50 E143.40 Oil line bulkhead grommet E5.10 £6.12
Propshaft, Type 9 - English or Atlas axle £89.50 £107.40 Ford hub nut socket, 3/4"D, 65mm £13.90 E16.68 Brake servo rod bellows E5.20 £6.24

I  PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT I ——
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Victorsport THE UK’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIES

'BESPOKE TANK SEIWIG

E%CAN MANUFACTURE ONSITE ANY SHAF'
SIZE' & CAPACITY DF TANK YOU NEED'

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE mmmm ALLO FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[HE10mm x WE10mm x Ltﬁﬁﬂ'ml mm x | .700mm] [H250mm x W300mm x L600mm) :

i B\
’ B

—

559,99 EA99109 . A £ 1959459
PROJECT| 10 PROJECT I8 ~ [PrROJECT | L

CMB-FT-020R =T ‘*“.--f'; ' i ' J-FT014
CUSTOM A CUSTOM —_— CUSTOM

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER = INLET, 6MM OUTLET
NECK [BAFFLED] - EC _- _ ..-,_ '3 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 m
[H250mm x W300mm
x L900Omm]

=abreo B R S R==C05T05

PROJECT | , | - |, m § i PROUECT

CMB-FT017 ' CMB-FT015

- CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL CUSTOM

. OFF CE MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET
~ NECI _?MFLED] FILLEFt NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETE 'MTH BUILT IN LEVEL SENSOR [BﬁFFLED]

Quote SPSéQ when you call

Compbrake Motorsport Ltd, Belvedere Barn Estate, Unit F1, Crank Road, Eh[lmge ngan WNS5 7EZ Sales: salas@cumphraka com Technical: technical@compbrake.com

» 2 Litre ZETEC engine.

» Straight Cut Gear Box 12
point cage

» 909 pro suspension.

» MSA Log Book issued in
2005

» Car Registered: 31st July
2000

» MOT'D until May 2019.

For more information or queries about the car please call
Alistair on 01579 324 888 or 07966 290 351
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108 COMPETITORS IN 3 X
RACES CAN'T BE WRONG!

HRDC 2018 SEASON FINALE
DONINGTON PARK 14 OCTOBER

= =

i i

I

=] ¥

el

HRDC ‘'TOURING GREATS' FOR PRE-'60
TOURING CARS WITH ‘TC63’ & ‘ACADEMY’

HRDC ‘ALLSTARS' FOR PRE-'66 SPORTS,
GT & TOURING CARS

HRDC ‘CLASSIC ALFA CHALLENGE' FOR ALFA
ROMEO SPORTS, GT & TOURING CARS

BEST TEAM
IN HISTORIC

RACING
FOR 2019!

COMPETITION ENQUIRIES: JULIUS THURGOOD 07850 361159 . direct@juliusthurgood.co.uk . www.hrdc.eu

i

NL PROPERTY
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Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

MARKETPLACE
AS PERFORMANCE.COM

| BRAKE PADS
S| STARTING

-

EES
—
BRAKE FLLND

FIRFORMANC
FRICTIO -

PLEASE
CALLTO
DISCUSS

MSA / Competitor discounts available
Wholesale, Trade & Retail Enquiries Welcome

s b WHITELINE, (S Biemie FERODO & ZPAGID
UK factory agent/stockist for PFC brakes, Pagid Competition, etc.

0191 410 3770 0191 410 7711 ¥ /ASPerformanceUK
info@asperformance.com www.asperformance.com
www.asptrading.co.uk ® @ASsPerformanceUK

'CALLFOR MORE INFO 2A BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk
1327 OOG | DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk
01327 858 DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk

&=y MARDI GRAS
/7 77 MOTORSPORT

B BE="N N
ALTOoOBSPORT
. R A 8 B

Performance Instruments

OwiCoolers

SCHRICK:
Q?_ﬂCELDGIC 1 {4 S N S
-— N

FERODO |

RPACIG

WE CREATE BESPOKE HAND DRAWN
IMAGES OF YOUR CAR, BIKE OR TRUCK

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT

OR CALL US

RES

G ROM (
- £229I-E?CRIAT
- 4 =10

MODEL _ SIZE (LxWxH) EXC.VAT INC.VAT
IGB1015 4.5x3x2.4M £229.00 £274.80
IGB1020 6.1 x 3x2.4M £289.00 £346.80
1G81216 4.8 x 3.7 x 2.5M £279.00 £334.80
1G81220 6.1 x 3.7 x 2.5M £339.00 £406.80
1G81224 7.3 x 3.7 x 2.5M £419.00 £502.80

as a garage,
workshop or storage area
@ Extra tough, triple-layer, waterproof cover ® Fully UV
treated for long-term protection ® Heavy duty, powder
coated steel tubing for stability in all weathers ® Ratchet
tightening to ensure drum-tight cover ® Includes ground
anchoring system

- = o) - R =
A 0 ) 0 900

CLICK & COLLECT D
OVER 10,000 LOCATIONS ] emart.ca

i i D E

CALL & COLLECT
AT STORES TODAY
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

-y SR

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
TRANSPORTER
QAGE — B For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

l , HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS

FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPSRG~S

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

{Kﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
GroupB Motorsport

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmeotorspori.com

WEB DIRECTORY

(€29:9:4:10).4 2 RACEWEAR

Gearboxman.com
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

"~ phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

MARDI GRAS

\\ \\ MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

SBD Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E: sbdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

Passionate About Motorsport

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Speclallsts -

Qéﬂnt
®Quick Tumamund

®Min Order Only 4
®No Logo Set Up Fees
www.iogomeup.co.u

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

IMEUP

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

— Northampton
Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

-ort{gport Part[:]e))4

Performance and Tuning Parts

Leading performance brands online

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L-i\’i:‘ﬂa' tire lmigh fite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRY.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

1: 01782280136 F: 01782269913
E: sales{@eliteracingtransmissions.com

i g: Transmissions

sit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

wwwi.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh

Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

3 3N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




