<=
U S o)
e..plv 0 .S _.
++n = mmm e
Z Q3T T :
F a . -~
\\\.\
7




T'WAS OUR
THOUGHT
THE TOUCH
OF GENTLE

HIS FACE FROM U, HAD RETURNED.
OVERVEILED BY
WROTHFUL CLOUDS,
THE SKY WEPT
ONCE MORE.

YET HYPERION Hip  PERSEPHONE I/

FORGIVE
HIM.

FATHER

YOUR ROSES
HATH NOT
WITHERED

UNDER THIS
GENTLE
GARDENER'S




OR PERMAPS OUR| | CHELED TWIAS
—_—T 1 THEROOTS SUBTERRANEAN | - e
‘ HATH CITIZENS, PECKISH

RAVAGED. MOLES
| THAT HATH

\ 2 ‘\\ COVERED
| e J THESE PETALS ;)
g WITH FROSTED |+

5 JEWELS. L

SR

2L

BEHOLD, THE
BRIGHT ORB AND | |

Ims cLouvep | |
CcLOAK 15 sTAINED| [
witd guLt. ||

/ AS THE

[/ SIGHTLESS
DENIZENS
IN THEIR

SUBTERRA-

NEAN TUBER
RUMINA-

TIONS.

SHALL WE BRING
THEM TO THE
HEADMAN'S AXE?

25
\

RETURN NOT WOULD |
THE FLOWERS J
EVEN SHOULD THE |
SHRUBBERY BE \
WATERED WITH THE |
GARDNER'S BLOOD. /

y,
s




S0 BE IT! THUS DO WE
DECLARE THE CLOUDS
AND SUN SCARLET

WITH SIN, UPON AST THOU
OUR DAUGHTER'S HCLAwsp

\ PERSUASION. MASTERY OF

COUNSELORS?

NG
\ e
MY THANKS, SIN DOTH FLEE
YOUR FROM YOUR
MAJESTY! o PRESENCE.

BLESS YOU AAAH!
LADY ALDIS! BLESS YoU!

A HEART OF
I AM YOUR ANGELS
SERVANT 'TIL  HAVE YOU,
MY LAST PRINCESS!
BREATH!

Ty
sucH BEYOND
THE STAR
;l SENTIMENT SPECKLED HOW TEMPERATE
| 15 NOT MINE MORE SKY SHINES IS LADY ALDIS.
(| ALONE. WORTHY OF HER BEAUTY.
‘ ASCENDANCY
15 SHE, THAN

HER SICKLY
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S

it KNOWEST THEY FULL
i WELL THE GARDENER
MORE SODDEN THAN

HIS CHARGES!

THE PARASITIC

IN SLOVENLY bt o A
DRUNKENNESS DID THE BLOSSOME
HE WATER THEM WITHER FROM

WITH WINE! HIS FORGETFUL-

/ INCESSANTLY
OUTRA-
| DO THEY SPEW o))

|

THEIR PRAISE
UPON THAT

BLINDED ARE THEY TO
INDULGENCE BY THE
PRINCESS'S GENTLE

FACADE?

MosT

ASSUREDLY
THAT LACKEY BE " gyoumeal "
IN GREAT MIRTH!

FAUGH! THE
GUILT BE
APPLIED TO

NO EXCUSE

Il y v
WOULD SAVE |
i YOUR HEAD Il (
WERE ANOTHER || \_)\/
TO HEAR!

GREAT HAZARD
T'WILL COME OF
SUCH HANDS!
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o '\\‘, \ A THE VICTOR
\\ T SHALL
¢ \/ HAVE A
WONDERFUL

1

\

RECALL TO
YOURSELF, T 4
SHALL NOT ) S~

SPEAK OF THIS. /] i

| "\"\?;,
\-\ U' A C'/('L, \ 3

MY FATHER...

\Y// OF

XL TAKEST THIS

MINE SISTER? |




WELL, DO I
| RECALL, YET

COLD IS HER
ABODE, AND
LONELY.

rently!
Aldis isn’t
like this!

aet diffe- )

i’s not

A BEAUTIFUL |
SHE AND REFINED |

DOESN'T ? |
LIKE PRINCESS? /

ONE.

THERE WAS

DEFINITELY A\ey %
mscast! |\ g, e



j What should
| do?

e How should |
play her?

R
THIS SHOW x \\ /
WILLBE |\ A HA HA HA!
AMUSING TO { f i 4
\ Tsm!ﬁz'g_ B | DULL ALDIS!
SENSEI. il \

LET'S
MOVE ON
[ TO THE
| AYUMI!  NEXT
SCENE!
~ e
R
= il
[ || TO SEE THE
) [ ok | (| FUTURE CAN-
‘ { DIDATES TO
\ /’ \ THE CRIMSON
i GOUDESS.
\




I DIDN'T EVEN
NOTICE HER. HOW
LONG HAS SHE
BEEN STANDING

' THINNER WITH EACH
il PASSING DAY!

SHE DOESN'T |
EVEN SAY HI!




THANK YOU,
REVEREND...

MILADY!
DRESSES

YOUR

BEFITTING ||/

How did she live in
the underground

«“(‘(‘('(‘f,‘;}“z}»m»»,.
N@E

STARTING
FROM HERE.




[ _ ATHER

_—\ BEHEST HAVE | _

/ THEY COME | AH, GENTLE AND
¥ E WL g L

| ALDIS MUST BE.

Y w'TH THE " \
REVEREND. )
)

WONDROUS AND
GENTLE PRINCESS

SRS
U4 N

\ \
A , ==/
ALDIS MUST BE! A {fl‘
ISSE .
S\
LIKE PERSE-
BELOVED PHONE, INFUSED MY SISTER
OF ZEUS. ARE THOSE ALDIS,
BELOVED BY HER EVERY WHIM AROUND HER BY WHOM 1
SUBJECTS ALL, AS |5 GRANTED. LIGHT AND KNOW NOT...
A DULCET ANGEL WARMTH...
FROM HEAVEN

A

LOVELY AND
| [ TEMPERATE THE |
WHISPERS SAY. ||
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In front of a
performance like =%

this, my Aldis =
will dissappear! 2

/" PRINCESS
( ORIGELD WILL

BECOME

THE MAIN
CHARACTER
\ OF THE PLAY.

N\t 1's hard to.,
Wi - N
A\ admit, but Ny
. 0
Masumi /)

)
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AS EXPECTED
FROM AYUMI

TSUKIKAGE-SENSEl, WHO
INSISTED ON CHANGING

/ I
2 THe aTMosPHERE TTMEKAWA!
AROLIND HER
TURNED COLD AND
SILENT IN AN ~—
_ INSTANT!
THE
ANYWAY | AUDIENCE
IT WAS a { WILL BE THE
oo’ |[BA || “one ro
\ CHOOSE...

THE ROLES WHICH WERE
ALREADY ASSIGNED.

EXPLAIN WHY
YOU ASSIGNED
THE ROLE OF
ALDIS TO THE
INSIPID MAYA
KITAJIMA.

~

...WHICH OF THE
TWO CANDIDATES
IS THE MOST
SUITABLE TO PLAY
THE CRIMSON




i/

| ITs
CLEAR
| YOUR
| DECISION
| was
\wnoua.

>\

Ted s> (g
(su.q\‘go\

TSUKI-
KAGE- <-/-‘=
SENSEI! -

ant

/
WAIT! WAIT,
PLEASE!

BECAUSE I
THINK YOU
HAVE THE
POTENTIAL TO
PLAY HER!
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[ KITAJIMA-SAN,
N TSUKIKAGE-SENSEI

¥ STATED THAT You
HAVE THE ABILITY
TO PLAY ALDIS.

BUT... BUT
EVERYBODY
THINKS IT'M

| NOT SUITABLE
FOR THE
ROLE...

INCLUDING ||

ME.

FUMA-SAN,
wouLp you
CARE TO
EXPLAIN IT

=
| /(eut...
v ‘
BUT I'M NOT
AS PRETTY OR

ELEGANTOR
REFINED AS ALDIS!

~
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LM TALKING
| T

A\ it b

A\

g

TR
TALENT TO PLAY

AND YOU HAVE
| BUT, MISLEAD BY THE TALENT TO
\ APPEARANCES, YOU
%, | HAVEN'T REALIZED
= IT YET! /
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7/ 7 7 INOTHER

/5~ _ WORDs, Tsuki-
V' / 7" | TSUKIKAGE- : fane
?/ /77 _~%  SENSEI _
//4, b~ T\ STATED... sensei!
774 :

THE SHOW WILL \\

BE MUCH MORE j\

INTERESTING AND |
SURPRISING! |/~

| hadn’t =
realized! -

N

\
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THAT'S
BECAUSE
YOU HAVEN'T
UNDERSTOOD
ALDIS YET.

\ ) B-BUT...

&TGUKIKAGE-S&NSEI,
YOU SAW TODAY'S

REHEARSALS,
')’\) DIDN'T YOU?
I'M NOT C
SUITED TO
PLAY ALDIS!
~
|
/ \\jJ \W L
\ I DON'T
| KNOW HOW
A POLISHED
< PRINCESS
ACTS.

THOUGHT THAT \

SUCH A CAST
WILL BE GooD 7 cgﬂm
PUBLICITY FOR ||

THAT'S WHY
WE AGREED
WITH HER.

\/’—\/ ..BY
RESEAR-
YOU'LL BE ABLE CHING
FAMILIARISING
} TO PLAY ALDIS BY YOURSELF

BOOKS

| LEARNING ALL Wity courT .. AND
{ THOSE THINGS... ipe anp THE MOVIES--
CUSTOMS OF “—

NOBILITY...

YOU HAVE TO

/ q UNDERSTAND

A PRINCESS'
kHARACTER. &

/

\,f\

ABOVE
ALL
THAT.

THERE'S
SOME-
THING ]N

| BUT KNOW-
) LEDGEMENT
cl ISN'T

ENOUGH...




WHAT WILL YOU |

DO WHEN You

PUT ON ALDIS'
MASK?

LET YOUR
FANTASY FLY, [~
MAYA. £

57 FANTASY
[ e MoRE
~*1 PROLIFIC THAN

/ KNOWLED-

\ THass

. I THINK YOU ARE
| SUITABLE FOR THE




Origeld
blaZing with
desire for
revenge...

N
V.

| have the
talent to play

the gorgeous
Aldis!
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She isn’t aware
of her talent yet?

‘ |/ THAT MAYA |7\
N1 OISN'T AWARE [0 %

1717
TSUKIKAGE-
SENSEI SAY
THAT?

/IN\)  OF HER
] TALENT YET?

THE TALENT
TO PLAY
ALDIS?

OK, WE'LL
TALK
LATER.

\
|




The talent to
play Aldis...

o
0\

| have no
y (dea what .

AND A BUNCH
OF PRESENTS!

T .~\:.:.

WY

N

) ( PURSES,
===""\\\\ SHOES...
) \

/ NC I \ .".';_
7 = || SO0 .

BLOUSES,

SKIRTS...
{2
§ ...AND 60 £

<[\ MANY OF
‘ THEM!

A\




DO THEY sUIT
YOUR TASTE?
IS ONLY A
LITTLE GIFT
70 FIT YOUR
NEW ROLE.

)
S

YOUR
APMIRER.

//—'—

HE TOLD ME | |
HE WANTS TO § |1

| MAYA-SAN, THE

R PURPLE ROSE
) WAS VERY HAPPY
TO HEAR ABOUT
YOUR NEW PLAY...

;\:?-r*‘

I

HE WISHES
TO INVITE YOU
TO DINNER
TONIGHT IF
THAT'S OK
WITH You.

I TOLD

I KNow YOu...

DO YOU LIKE
YOUR FAN'S

EVERY-
THING
ABOUT fnc 2
you. 7 e
/ =
X W <
oI /7
$ i ) v ‘ /"
HIJIRI- 7 :
SAN! S g

e y

N

~ S

7 = HOW DID

, | YOU KNOW
T'M LIVING

HERE?!




' YES! YES!

I'LL 6O!

EVEN IF THERE'S A
EARTHQUAKE OR A
TEMPEST I'LL GO,
HIJIRI-SAN!




I'll finally meet him!
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PUR-
OF  PLE

coutzse. Ro- q”@p

if | wear
the dress he \
bought for

|
must be ‘@
wore proper... S
I've got o be ."';
careful to not \F75
make a fool \ /77
of myself.
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..and vse formal
and polite

speech. [ //

...must be well
" behaved...
(e

; ~ and has very

He’s certainly
rich, educated
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GLASS MASK <END OF VOLUME 24>



