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HOW COULD
SHE HAVE
DIED...?




WHAT!?
YOU'VE FOUND
MY MOM!?
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DON'T BE
SHOCKED...
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THEATER BUILDING KU1

WHILE LISTENING
TO YOUR VOICE

INSIDE THE
SHE HAD BEEN IN
A HOSPITAL IN
NAGANO, UNTIL
LAST YEAR

HER BODY WAS
WEAK AND SHE
RAN AWAY TO

COME TO TOKYO

)

AND
SHE ALSO  SHE
HAD WAS
TUBERCU-  BLIND,

MIZUKI?

YOUR MOTHER
HAS PASSED

S,

IN THE
YAMANASHI
THEATER
BUILDING,

I DURING THE
¢ "WHITE
JUNGLE"
MOVIE
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moNTBE
TRUE..!

MY MOM'S
NOT DEAD!




SO | GAVE
HER A

BUT SHE
LOST HER
PURSE...

SHE WAS
STAGGERING
AROUND WITH

BLIND EYES

SHE SAID SHE )

WAS GOING TO
SEE HER

DAUGHTER IN
TOKYO

SHE WAS
WALKING IN
THE RAN...

SHE SEEMED TO
HAVE TROLIBLE
BREATHING

SHE ASKED
ME A LOT
ABoOuT
KITAJIMA
MAYA...

S0 SHE
WAS YOUR [
\  MOM...

BUT THE MAIN
CALISE OF
DEATH WAS
A BRAIN
HEMORRHAGE

oY, ‘
//-F

SHE MUST
HAVE HAD AN
ACCIDENT...?

WHEN | SAID |
WAS HER FAN,
SHE WAS SO

o

FATIGLE,

AND HER
SOAKED BODY
RESULTED IN
HYPOTHERMIA

CAUSING A
RELAPSE
OF HER
ILLNESS




" MOM'S COMIN'
70 SEE YOU...

- MOM'S ON THE
WAy THERE

=

2







} DID SHE KNOW
THAT DAITO WAS

\ y | THE ONE THAT HaD

). HER CONFINED?

YES, | THINK
SHE HEARD ME
TALKING WITH
THE DOCTOR...

b4 ) SHE DECIDED TO
/ o GO AND SEE

| CAN'T o/ : HER DAUGHTER
BELIEVE IT... j IN SLCH A

= CONDITION

SHE
RELAPSED
£
5 THEN sHE ;ﬁﬁ&‘,ﬁg
HAD A gopkeD BY

BRAN  nue paN
HEMOR-

RHAGE

5 SIS

———

SHE Was |\
| DYING WHILE
| LIsTENING |
| TO HER
| DAUGHTER'S
\  Vvoce |

AND DIED N ————
THE THEATER
BUILDING
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DON'T MAKE A o UNAN/ %% ‘ WON'T You
BIG FUSS OVER Y 6 ALLOW US TO
THIS MATTER! s <0 N I SEE MAYA?
' SORRY, N | Q’" AYA
BUT PLEASE > Q v A
\7 LEAVE! 2
= &z ¥
i o] WE'D LIKE TO y @
\ - TO WRITE AN DL | M
( Jgfc];‘f%gg \ ARTICLEON  KNOW ABoUT | ’\,\
7 THEN! 2 | HER FEELINGS ~ HER DEAD I\ UINEZR o7
- : i 5 i/ AT THE MOTHER ZAN AL AT
e MOMENT! A\ !
Al |- 7 JI
YES, PLEASE THE FUNERAL [l mizu-| PLEASE LEAVE! WE'VE BEEN
JUST WAIT —. ( PREPARATIONS KI YOU'RE WAITING FOR
ALITTLE ARE COMPLETE, DISTURBING AGES!
LONGER IT'S TIME TO... OUR PATIENTS!
.s ; R i r Y
! 48l O VAV
F A \/
¢ - » I Ny B
\x 2 NN i a
MOM...
g 2 i
o g s S0 SKINNY
AR = AND PALE...
EVENIFIT - 2
WAS ONLY | | -
JUST ONCE, i bl .
| WANTED YOU I L
TO SEE ME
ACTING 1
MOM. | R
S | DIDN'T
5 KNOW YOU

WERE 4
BLIND... 3



THE STUPID, CARE-

LESS, GOOD-FOR-
NOTHING ME...

- | PLAYED BETH
IN "LITTLE
AS HELEN N LT
KELLER IN
“THE MIRACLE ,,f,"ﬂg M"’Olz'a
L
MOM, You WORKER", | WON =0
BELIEVE ME BEST LEAD ROW
r ACTRESS

DON'T YOU? IT'S
ME, THE ONE
YOU ALWAYS

| EVEN 3
\:

YELLED AT/
PERFORMED BY
MYSELF IN "GINA
Lo AND THE FIVE
CATHY IN AR eaE )
"WUTHERING K
HEIGHTS"

f YOU'D SAY
“THAT'S My PROUDLY...

GIRL"

-
i
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\ ]

IT'S TIME TO

Wk Jif//;;//////f/// |

| WANT You
TO SEE MY

ACTING,
IWANTTO  EvEN FF IT'S
SHOW YOU  ONLY ONCE
MY OTHER
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WE'VE JUsT
MET...
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DON'T
FORGET
YOU'RE A
NOBLE! |

YOU SHOULDN'T
TALK LIKE THAT TO
IPPONMATSLU SHIN,
KEEP THAT WHO DOESN'T

IN MIND _ f KNOW WHO HE IS!

THINK OF
YOUR
STATUS!
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IT'S MY
FATHER

WHO'S A
NOBLE

TELL YOUR THAT'S IT MAYA!
MOI:\ THE ROLE SHOW YOUR
YOU'RE PLAYING ‘ \ MOTHER YOUR

NOW ; ACTING!

I'M
JUST HIS
AN DALIGHTER ONLY FATHER
ORDINARY S
GIRL v—f&
g AL, : As /
4 P | Cg" ‘\_-§ e U

AM |
RIGHT,
ALUNTIE?

&‘g“%ﬂﬁv-

WOMEN CAN ‘
ONLY BE THEIR
HUSBANDS'
/  YoUu  FOLLOWERS,
CAN'T  NO MATTER
{ HAVE THE HOW NOBLE
\STATUS OF THEY ARE
| AREAL
NOBLE A

[




ALINTIE,
SATOKO LIKES
_, IPPONMATSU

SATOKO!
THAT’S JUST
WHAT YOU
THINK

STATUS IS NOT
THAT IMPORTANT
NOWADAYS
ANYWAY

HIS NAME
MEANS
“A GOOD
TREE"

| WANT TO
BE ONE!




IN OTHER
COLNTRIES THERE
ARE PEOPLE WITH
DIFFERENT HAIR,
THERE ARE ALSO SKIN, AND EYE
DIFFERENT CLUSTOMS, COLOR
CULTURES, AND LANGLIAGES,
AND WE HAVE TO GET v
ALONG WITH THEM...

a2 |
3 K? SO WHAT ABOUT STATUS? /

HE SAID THE
CANDY IS
REALLY NICE

THE MOST

IMPORTANT |

THING IS §

f WHAT'S INSIDE |\

YOUR HEART [\
.l.
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|
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YOUR MOM MUS
BE REALLY
HAPPY TO BE
ABLE TO HAVE

SATOKO
N "TEN NO
KAGAYAKI"

HOW WAS My~=gs

;—--*‘n.cma JusT == ﬁ"?

A
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PLEASE ' NN,
1 AR REPORTERS
unveasmuo.% 3R RE NoT

=7 4 ALLOWED!
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SHE 9 A 'J’ '
awars  § e LS}'?\ i 208
e -":f l \ :
2 ) R !i : A \/
I //— MAYA, THIS
WAS YOUR

THERE'S AN MOTHER'S |
ARTICLE ABOUT ,
YOU INSIDE ‘

A PIECE OF
AN ARTICLE
WHICH WAS
CHERISHED
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HOW DID IT TURN
OUT LIKE THIS..?

WoULDN'T  HAVE RUN
HAVE DIED
LIKE THIS...

| CAN'T |
BELIEVE |
o 4

T UER MOTHER
cue  WOULDN'T

AWAY...

THEIR STORY WAS

IT WASN'T
SUPPOSED
TO BE LIKE THIS.
| WAS GOING TO LET
THEM MEET AT THE

PREMIERE OF
SUPPOSED TO BE *SHANGRI-LA®
GOOD PUBLICITY
FOR MAYA AND
THE PLAY

AR N HAD | NOT

B CONFINED HER
U WAD | LET. IN THAT
THEM MEET . HOSPITAL...

SOONER...




/.\{
ARE THE REHEARSAL
you "

OF “SHANERI-
SUPRISED?| 4™ pArTo

THERE’S NO THEATER
WAR OR
CONFLICTS

{ SHANGRI-LA
¥\ IS A SAFE
W} COLNTRY

YAMAZAKI, i
MOVE MORE |
SLOWLY!

PEOPLE HAVE
ENOUGH
FOOD...

| KILLED
HER!




NO, SHE'S STILL IN
SHOCK DUE TO HER
MOTHER'S DEATH, AND

CAN'T GET OVER IT

HOW'S MAYA?
STILL CAN'T
REHEARSE

SHE DOESN'T
WANT TO EAT
EITHER

HELLO,
MIZUKIZ IT'S
SATOMI

I'D GO THERE
IF | DIDN'T
HAVE A

WELL, YOU CAN'T

MAYA, SATOMI THANKS, BUT
WANTS TO TALK HELP IT, SHE'S SLE'S STILL
T0 You LOST HER ONLY LOET IN HER

PARENT THOUGHTS

HE WANTS TO
COMFORT
you

| WANT TO TRY
YES, AND COMFORT
HANG HER, COULD |
ON TALK TO HER FOR
A WHILE?
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MAYA! IT'S
SATOMI!
DON'T YOU
WANT TO
TALK?

MOM...
EVEN THOUGH
I'M ACTING,
YOU'LL NEVER
WATCH ME...




THE MAN YOU
SECRETLY
EMPLOYED...

- THIS IS MY

Aoner;srw CHANCE,
EVERYTHING N

YOU'RE
WEAK NOW

LTI

| ALREADY KNOW
THE TRUTH...
YOU CONFINED MAYA'S
MOTHER IN THE
HOSPITAL FOR THE
SAKE OF YOUR
PLANS...

BUT I'VE CHANGED
MY OPINION OF

\ I'VE ALWAYS
" RESPECTED
you...

\/ MASUIMI-SAN...

Nematien | HAVE TO
WHAT PEOPLE e
I, = OPPORTUNITY

N
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EVEN THOUGH IT'S
FOR THE SAKE OF

\\\\\\\\\\\\\ W\
\f Q,\ f

YOUR PLANS, IF
YOU HADN'T DONE
ALL THIS
THE PUBLIC THOSE TWO
WAS SO COULD HAVE BEEN
ENTHUSIASTIC REUNITED!
ABOUT THIS

ISSUE!

YOoUu KILLED
MAYA'S MOTHER,
MASUM/!

IF YOU HADN'T CONFINED
HER, SHE WOULDN'T HAVE
RUN AWAY, AND SHE
WOULDN'T HAVE DIED!

... | ALWAYS IS THIS THE
' THOUGHT THAT DEEP WaAY You
INSIDE, YOU WERE A REALLY

) KIND AND GENTLE WORK!? 5

YOU PUT ON THE FACE
OF A COLD WORKAHOLIC
BECAUSE OF YOUR
UNHAPPY CHILDHOOD!

AND YOU HADN'T
REALIZED WHO
You TRULY
WERE YET




FQP

4l s

| BROUGHT
HER HERE
TODAY

SHE'S WAITING,
GO AND SEE
HER!

BUT IT TURNS p——
OUT THAT
YOUR KINDNESS
WHAT PEOPLE | | WAD AWAKENED
youLL  SAY IS RIGHT!
USE EVERY
POSSIBLE
WAY TO ATTAIN
YOUR GOALS
MiZUKIf
N
n ,.
{ WHEN YOU SENT

HER PURPLE
ROSES...

SEE FOR YOURSELF
el WHAT YOU'VE DONE!




SHE JUST KEEPS
HOLDING HER

\ MOTHER'S

& CINERARY CASKET

~

SHE'S STILL
SANE

s

PLAY MIKO (| STAGE

SHE ALSO GOT
A BREAK

F ggf"e ‘fs‘z MOTHER'S DEATH,

et SHE WON'T EAT. |

SHE CAN'T |AND HER

ryra  |PERFOR-
MANCE | o

“~
)
SHE ALREADY (| | | REFUSED SHE ONLY NOT THE
KNOWS THE k ALL MAGAZINE HOLDS SCRIPT OF
SHANGRI-LA INTERVIEWS, TV HER OR THE  “SHANGRI-LA"
SCRIPT AND HOW QUIZ APPEAR- NoTHER 9 SCRIPT OF
TO ACT BY HEART, aNeRARy .
i ) ANCES, PHOTO CASKET TEN NO
BUT... { sHoOTS, ETC KAGAYAKI"

EVEN HAVE TO TELL
HER TO GET IN BED
WHEN IT'S BED TIME

| DON'T
KNOW IF SHE

CAN SLEEP
OR NOT



WHAT ARE
YOU GOING
TO 0O?
THERE'S
ONLY A WEEK
BEFORE
"SHANGRI-LA"

SHE'S STILL
MOURNING HER
MOTHER'S
DEATH

SHE CAN'T
PLAY ANY
ROLES
NOW...
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N ). A.L . . THAT
{ o V' | MOMENT
S \
WAS THE FIRST TIME N\ bR
HAYAMI MASLIM FELT = <
SUCH SAPNESS AND = /
REGRET

Y

e —
=N g’ﬁf K\Q__,_,_.j\

3 HAYAM! MASUMI, '
i WHO PEOPLE SAY 15 I
Y L COLP, A WORKAHOLIC,
ANP HEARTLESS...

WHO NEVER
FEELS PITY ...

]




THE PEATH OF
MAYA'S MOTHER
WILL HAVE A 6REAT
AFFELT ON MAYA'S
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REHEARSAL OF PR b ‘
"SHANGRI-LA" BN

LISTLESS

AND
TOMORROW'S
THE PREMIERE




SHE'S BEEN
LIKE THAT :
EVER SINCE b i IT FEELS LIKE
HER MOTHER'S Y =7 : PERFORMING
DEATH

Wh .7  I'M WORRIED
"A ABOUT
M‘l TOMORROW
il
o X y

FORGIVE ME

FOR RUNNING

AWAY FROM
HOME

YOU WERE £ o I'M THE ONE
LOOKING FOR ME - WHO SHOULD
N THE RAN, : " HAVE DEED,
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N WAIT, MIZUKI,
Y WHERE ARE
=~ GIVEMEBACK  YOU GONG!?
3 MY MOM'S

CINERARY
CASKET...

WOULD BE SAD!

CAN YOu

PERFORM AT THE
PREMIERE CRYING

ON THE STAGE

LIKE THAT, MAYA!?

IF YOU FAIL ON THE
STAGE, YOUR MOTHER
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WELL! YOUR

MOTHER IS
= WATCHING
N\ !
N T deaTis TN HERE:
RESERVED e
FOR YOUR o (-
HERE'S THE MOTHER! A
TICKET! A
i
&2 (\L T
~.

Waigs

2 %

\§:

N T
MOM'S WATCHING
ME FROM OVER *' i

THERE I T s, s .

| BOOKED IT FOR
TOMORROW'S
PREMIERE

€0 THAT YOUR
MOTHER CAN e
BE HERE...!

A SEAT FOR
MY MOM...

7\ YOUR MOTHER'S
/  WATCHING YOU

. FROM OVER HERE,

' MAYA!




P FLOWERS FOR
KITAJIMA MAYA

e

T

- ‘_._,4!. \._\.

THE ONE WHO

ALWAYS PLURPLSE

ROSE...

ENCOURAGES
ME... Lol
GOING TO
COME...
HE'S GOING TO .
WATCH ME,

SOMEWHERE IN -
THIS HALL...



BECAUSE THE , 3

PURPLE ROSE ( F

IS WATCHING... — YOU HAVE TO
/ PERFORM
HT, YOUR BEST

I'LL BECOME
MIKO RYRA

MOM'S ALSO
WATCHING FROM
THAT SEAT




