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i ) GUARDS, WHAT
.ggf,_./,‘ ART THOU DOING?
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(€
THEY MAKE ME  |) )

FORGET ABOUT g
| THE BOREDOM... \@
\ ), %
/ ~
o
| AND THE )
LONELINESS.

Py “\(‘ ( ‘\" "\

ENTERTAINING
STORIES, AND
THE LATEST
NEWS FROM
THE OUTSIDE

PUNISH THEM
NOT, T BEG OF
YOu, YOUR

| Ili""lm I
"I"lllllml‘ CALL ME

\\
WHEN T was  \(
HERE THE |
GUARDS ONLY |
INSULTED ME! |

HOW ARE WE

DIFFERENT
BO™

{ ZoN.  FROMONE
oy cesses
ARE

\_ e

=

EVEN THE
GUARDS ARE
THOUGHTFLIL

OF THEE,

;

J

ANOTHER? |
AN

\ WE.. . >
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IT SEEMS
NO ONE
CARES NOBODY CAN

BUT CALL
ME THUS!

Ry,

y SISTER

%omaewu. ’ -

JUST FOR

THEIR CON- | )
, TeLL ) J
VENIENCE... ME... /
\

OVER-
JOYED
OF YOUR
ARRIVAL
AM T,
SISTER!

\ -
S
NEAR THE |#7AAY
FIRE!  H\_

‘TS BETTER FOR
| ME TO STAY AWAY |5
FROM THE FIRE. [N VIENA, BRING (L

SOMETHING
DANGEROUS
MAY HAPPEN...

SISTER
ORIGELD!

/

ESPECIALLY
AMIDST THE
COMPANY
OF OTHERS.



NO THANK
7 THEE, TAKE
IT AWAY.

| /
N\ / WHILST AWAY
| FROM THE
PALACE, 1
f PARTAKE IN
\ NEITHER FOOD
NOR DRINK.

™

| rrwiee PR

C OWARM T
you!

HAVE
SOME,

N

...MAY T DRINK IN
YOUR STEAD?

! YOU, SISTER.

IF YOU sO
WISH, You
MAY DRINK
AS MUCH

AS PLEASES

)




THOU HAST
TASTED IT

I AM
| suppOsSED |
| TO TRUST...? |

Y ..HAs

T~{  CHANGED NOT

1/ AT ALL SINCE T
WAS HERE...

S/ THESAME |

T 1 sIMPLE CLOTHES |1 <
T T N\Y  AND scaRcE [T
1 2) FOOD... A

IN THE EIGHT
YEARS SPENT
HERE I HAD NOT
LAUGHED ONCE!

N\ (0 LNoTa
VISITOR...

‘TWAS THE
SMILE OF
JOYFUL

ANGEL...

AND STILL LOUDLY
LAUGHING WERT




FROM WHAT THE Awars MY i

GUARDS TOLD ME I BED... TL\ g
DISCOVERED THAT WINDOWS \ | LOOK il
THIS 16 HOW MOST | CLERICAL... THROUGH -\ Now. i
CITIZENS OF WHICH ONLY \ [
LASTIONA LIVE... SCANT LIGHT, AN
SEEPS \\ :
THROLGH... ALY

SOME WITH EVEN
A SIMPLER AND
MORE MODEST

REPRIMANDED
MYSELF FOR }
THE PRIVI-
LEGES T HAD.

l

PRIDE AND IGNORANCE  GOD...
THAT CAME FROM THE
SOLE FACT OF MY

NEVER HAD T

THOUGHT MUCH

| OF MY LIFE WHILE
AT THE COURT...

15/ ...AND FOR
b/ THE FIRST TIME
‘TWAS THIs B8 T UNDERSTOOD

PRISON THAT R HOW LUXURIOUS

TAUGHT ME fﬁ IT HAD BEEN.
THUS. B

IN THE BE-

GINNING IT
WAS QUITE
...THE REVEREND, NEVER HAD I DIFFICULT...
MY TUTOR, VIENA, KNOWN THAT T
THE GUARDS... OUGHT BE
COULD BRING ME THANKFUL FOR
SUCH Jov. THE LIGHT AND b
WARMTH OF (
THE SUN. AND T |
OR THAT THE GREW ||
SMILE OF THE WEARY OF ||
IN THIS PEOPLE THAT I~ | TRYING TO
PRISON T SURROLUND ME... ; i ADJUST | ‘é\
UNDERSTOOD |T. MYSELF... AN
/ N\
A ) =|, ‘
s




ONLY THOSE THAT
OVERCAME PAIN AND
SUFFERING ARE
ABLE TO...

(AN

...SHOW
SUCH A
SERENE EX-
PRESSION...




Lo 1F I COM- AND REALIZING THAT
i PLAINED, THE YOU, MY SISTER, HAD
Wozﬁgvggggw ENDURED EIGHT YEARS

WITHIN THESE WALLS

PUNISH ME. GIVES ME HOPE.

> THOU NOT
CURSE THY ILL

\ FATED LUCK?

WHY DOST

THOU NOT

,/’ DOST THOU NOT NOTICE THY | &

fay "M WATE THE ONE oy | OWN Mis- \

| WHO BROUGHT |1 FORTUNE? |
\ | THsuPON | W
A -_\}"\ THEE? \ !
) ) {
y \

f/ ‘.,\\\‘—' e \‘ l ,.
w4, " g/ Ty




N/

WHAT A —
THOU SMILE! ]
HAST NOT Nl | AND THANK
CHANGED.. \

THAT STAY
BESIDE
. THEE?

OR MAYBE THOU
| ART ONLY ACTING
| BEFORE ME SO

| THAT T WILL NOT

| SEE THROUGH
THINE GLISE?

=]
THE ONES WALLS, DOST == THY OWN

WHY DOST THOU
NOT HATE ME,
SINCE IT WAS T
THAT HAD THEE
IMPRISONED?

ONLY GRATEFUL
FOR YOUR VISIT

4 3
THESE =7 INTO ACCOUNT E

THOU FILL  FZZ=5% T
WITH JOY... ?{Eﬁi‘ MISFORTUNE? [
A L:' 'L:’\ ==

7 Lk

IF I THINK

OF WHAT
MY MOTHER R
AND GRAND-
FATHER DID

TO YOU...

BE SINCERE,
ALDIS!
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THEN T SHALL
KILL THEE,
ALDIS!

IF THOU
KILLEST ME,
QUEEN WILT

|
| TAKE THAT

\ /

THOU BECOME! | |

DAGGER
ALDIS!

[\
Y
§ YOU ARE QUEEN WHAT IS THE
PRINCESS IS WHY MUsST You

R POWERLESS YOUR MAJESTY?!

i\/ NEVER WOULD X\
) SHE HARM YOUR
2 MAJESTY!

|

| SERIOUS
WHILE THE MEANING OF THIS? |

IMPRISONED MERE! KL THE PRINCESS, |

g IS SHE! o | . \
] | /‘/q' RADME

4

AMT,
ALDIS!




—J THE NEXT |/ / THY OWN EXISTENCE
/ IN LINE OF | THREATENS ME,
THE ONE SUCCES- /. ALDIS!

THAT SION ART I/

SHALL THOU. o
INHERIT ) R o 7
| THIS KING- | e ~ |
_____\ poM. [ —1 | ey, I}
.)"
'‘TWOULD NOT BE ‘
POSSIBLE! THE DISSIDENTS
THE SUPPORT | AND THOSE
OF ERINWALD THAT CRAVE
16 YOURS! THE POWER...

AND IF, LET US
SUPPOSE, ONE
DAY ERINWALD
WOULD TURN
AGAINST ME?

DAY UNITE AND
USE THEE TO
DESTROY ME...

\ e _LL/
FOR THE
AND LETUS |1\ NOBLES OF THIS
TALK NOT \'1 penrdeAle
B0t [ THou, ADis, ART  Eactine 1o
ERINWALD... | [ TR SUPPORT. g GBsTicie!
/

‘ " IFIWERETO |
/THOU WOLLDST DISAPPEAR, ‘TWOLILD
| BE FREE OF § BE THY TURN TO
| THIS PRISON |3 BE QUEEN! /
| AND WOULDST
\RETURN TO THE /
_ PALACE! P
W 1) 3
)%



AW

L

&
L / M %
ALERE k/ ' Now ALDIS! THE /
ASIDE, /a, ; ;
VIENA! \ TIME FOR LIES /
/) 1¢r My DEATH Is 'S NO MORE!
«\\ TN THY WISH, COME
AND TAKE THIS i
N DAGGER FROM < , \,/_ /
MY HAND! N\ A \ =
Y

“ ] 4 =

2 | \_,/ | ' S

o T ".z':yvs:;a;" 210 .
s | I \ ‘ ‘ | =

o " “< ORDER, I SHALL §~ [ | \

/ / ( { L \ \ \




“ T u“mq

\ |\ t' |}1

b, ¥

\\:C\\\\




TSK, SHE
JusTt
FAINTED!




SPEAK OF SO
MANY SAD
THINGS?

\v

WHY DO YOu |
|

)

/
[

—
/

-s

I HAVE NOT YET
FORGOTTEN THE
KINDNESS YOU
HAVE SHOWN ME.

Eoasl \

SAD AND FEAR-
SOME THINGS?

THAT THEN

WHY DO YOou
PEAK OF SUCH

IF THOU DOST 10 5T1AB ME.| | TRUE SELF, |

THE THRONE IS
THINE, ALDIS!

COME NO

FINALLY,
DOST THOU
COME, TRY || REVEAL THY

ALDIS...

CLOSER! COME
NO CLOSER!
I BEG OF
YOU SISTER!

3

b
)

IN MANY LETTERS
DD You
COMFORT ME!

AND AFTERWARDS

YOU SACRIFICED
YOURSELF IN MY PLACE,
GOING TO ERINWALD
WHEN IT WAS OUR FOE!

P

Vi)

THOU DIDST
CARE ABOUT
Me?

)

I kN N \\\\\\\\\\\

7




/] d
) 18
L ) T
\i‘.\ \\ ;‘.\\

A\

A\

A\ /- \ L / \ HOWEVER, I
WO\ /THE TIMe Mas  ART THOU ) | piosT WATE THEE
WO\ [ come TO STOP  SURPRI- | | THOU NO A WITH ALL
NN 5 PLAYING THE  SED? | " /MY BEING!

&/ ROLE OF THE A
g = \ UNDERSTAND- /
S oo A

¥’

3 m GENTLE | T\,
\\\& SISTER! )
N ‘\ ® 5\& \ 1“
: =

I TOLD THEE
I HATED
THEE, ALDIS!

AND ALWAYS HAVE 1
B HATED THY GENTLE-
NESS AND THY SMILE

THAT WARMS THE
HEARTS OF PEOPLE!

P

,(yes, ALWAYS HAVE
I HATED THEE!

1

: L
%o \\_;\\f WHEN T HEARD
> PEOPLE SPEAKING
ABOUT THEE, LOVED
T CRIED AND BY EVERYONE,
| REMEMBERED My  BLESSED WITH
LINFORTLINATE HAPPINESS. ..

WITHERING
AWAY IN A COLD
PRISON WAS T...

~—

Pz / )
F

'TWAS LIKE BEING ‘\ \  ...SPENDING

IN A TOMB FOR \ | DESPAIRING DAYS
( THE LIVING! IN AN ENDLESS
| WITHOUT A SMILE, SOLITUDE... |

\ WITH A COLD AND
STONE-HARD
EXPRESSION...



STARING AT THE
LITTLE LIGHT
COMING FROM
i THE WINDOW, I
WAS CRYING FOR
MY MISFOR-

| THE WORLD |
AND

THAT ONE DAY 1
MY FATHER, = - THAT  WOLLD BE ABLE
THE KING... PUSHED MY 10 TAKE MY
¢ MOTHER AND  ReVENGE ON
ME INTO THE THOSE...
PITS OF DE-

f % gw\-’,‘_‘

fi el N

THE QUEEN
T THOUGHT )
THATUNTIL T Q0 i/ RAGNEID THAT

e %]/ HAD STOLEN My
HAD OBTAINED (¥ 9 0
IT I WOULD NOT  pPRCex i FATHER'S LOVE




'TWAS FROM MY
HAND THAT SHOT
THE ARROW FROM

HARLAND THAT

STRUCK PRINCE

JOHANNES IN THE | %

FOREST...

THAT POISONED

THE BEDRIDDEN

AND SUFFERING |
KING... )

WEDDING IN AN
ENEMY COUNTRY IN
THY STEAD WAS
EXACTLY THE
CHANCE T WAS
WAITING FOR!

WANT TO
HEAR MORE,

~  GETTING RID
7 OF THE HEIR
- TO THE

THRONE...

-
N

HELPED BY
A SECRET
ALLY,

SOON 1
LEARNED

FOR EIGHT |
YEARS,
THAT WAS
WHAT
SUSTAINED
ME...

ALLOWING
ME TO
. ESCAPE
FROM HERE!

A
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\
ITIs |
NoT |
POS- |
SIBLE!
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\ IS SN AN /],

THE COUNT AFTER THE DEATH

GOTTFRIED AND OF THE HEIR AND \ YOU, SISTER,

QUEEN RAGNEID THE KING... \\ WOULD BE NOT
WOULD HAVE THUS ... THE CROWN \ ABLE TO POISON
LOST THEIR POWER. WOULD BE \~1  OUR FATHER!

I WAS SURE THEY
WOULD HAVE TRIED
TO PLACE THEE,
ALDIS, ON THE

SOON, AROUND THY UNCLE THRONE.

HANS, AND THY MOTHER...

A GROUP
WAS FORMED
TO SEE TO
MY DEATH!

THUS MY EXIS-
TENCE WOULD
THEY HAD TO HAVE BEEN
ELIMINATE ME. NAUGHT BUT
A BOTHER
TO THEM.

BUT THEY KNEW
NOT THAT IN THE
GROUP THERE
WAS A SPY
LOYAL TO ME...

THAT IS HOW THOSE
) [ THAT CONSPIRED
WERE ARRESTED AGAINST THE WIFE OF

PRINCE ASIO OF
f D D

N ANTOSSP;Z%T{?E ERNIWALD AND
3

FUTURE QUEEN OF
. \\,___\//< )

LASTONIA. ..
|

,,
U
)

|

THY GRANDFATHER,
THY MOTHER AND
THY UNCLE WERE
BEHEADED.
4

4
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[

/

y
l

A



ny

HAST THOU
UNDERSTOOD
ALDIS? T WAS
THE ONE TO
IMPRISON THEE
HITHER!

TELL Mg, DOST
THOU STILL LOVE
ME IN SPITE OF
EVERYTHING?!

I WAS THE
) ONE TO STEAL A
I\ THY HAPPI- |

") OR DOST THOU [
3 HATE ME?!
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ALDIS... T KNEW | BESIDES MAKING | ~<ai YOU HAST POISONED

THAT GoMEDAY | USE OF MY LOve | g BLEATKER KLoEe B |
WE WOULD MAVE| AND TRUST? |~ ™ 15 peami My MOTHER, |

TO FACE EACH | ., GRANDFATHER |
OTHER THUS! - 4 ANDuNCLE?

] IF THOU
THE ONLY PERSON AND |F YOU KILL KILLEST Mg
WHO LOVED AND ME YOU WOULD THOU WOULD
TRUSTED YOU! ELIMINATE THE ONLY BECOME THE
OBSTACLE IN YOUR NEW QUEEN OF
PATH AS A QUEEN! LASTONIA!

AND AT THE
SAME TIME —
meony  vanaonoll
PERSON WHO  LOSE THE
LOVES YOU!  ONLY SiB-

LING YOu
\ HAVE LEFT, 7 /
/2 Z
\ »‘ \ 3 7 //
cavdvedawegiay 7
\ =\ 1 [l , “L‘//
Qi =
BECAUSE YOU ( —
ARE NOT AT ALL I DON'T WANT /=
HAPPY RIGHT  ( TO BE QUEEN! ‘—
NOW SISTER! \ & ==




NO! YOU SISTER
ARE THE MOST
UNHAPPY PERSON
IN THE WORLD!

you!

BE SILENT,
OR ELSE... (

SISTER, THERE

TO DEFEND  ARE TWO
YOURSELF  WAYS TO USE
AND TO A DAGGER..

ATTACK AN
OPPONENT.

WHICH DO YOU \
WISH FOR ME
TO CHOOSE?

% QueeN Are




e

THIS WORLD
IS AHELL! |-

ALWAYS HAVE T
LIVED WITH THE
SENSATION OF
HAVING A KNIFE
AT MY THROAT!

IF You
TRUST
SOMEONE,
THEY

/ BETRAY
IF YOU LOVE you.
j SOMEONE,
THEY USE
YOU....

X \ S 7 WISH TO
£ I TRUST NOT | \ % == ,;:: BETRAY IF LIVE!
EVEN MY OWN | = You WANT /
| HusBAND! | NOT TO BE [~ < i
i e, BETRAYED! b

=
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5 - ) L]
S ADIST HOW CAN ONE LIKE ‘TS TRUE, YOU 7 //f
2 WATE THee! | > THEE UNDERSTAND are micar L
/ ME, THOU WHO HATH } ‘
= |/ ALWAYS LIVED IN
ﬁ HAPPINESS?! . ‘

Never wave 1 &/ /)
LIVED A SINGLE (| | /]
PEACEFUL DAY/

|/ ," A
Y/

< -/ "‘."A

N ¥/ /i

A SINGLE
HAPPY DAY!

I

&




UNDERSTOOD
HAVE T THAT
THERE IS
ANOTHER WAY
TO USE A
DAGGER.




IF 1S MY
EXISTENCE THAT
BEG OF YOIJ...

'TIS THE ONLY THING
I CAN DO FOR YOU
NOW, SISTER!

SEND METO TS
£\D e T ) \
FATHER AND \

ALDIS!

v 1 BEG

- B

) - .:1‘- CSTER. /




Y WHY?! WhY
/) Awis?!

D |
h’\'\’\ | ‘

feYcls

N\A_S

WHY DO I, THE
Sls- QUEEN, FEEL
3 \ DEFEATED BY THEE?

/ AND WHAT IS 5%
WITH THIS i)
FEELING OF N4,

\ DereaTI |

|  PrROVE?! | %

WHY?! WHY

ALDIS?!




I KIiLL

AS TO

NOT BE
KILLED...

/
/ 1 BETRAY
g AS TO

NOT BE
\

A A
i\'}&\\ T = d \.\& '\‘\
Y AN

NS nowmarr \ -

-| AM QUEEN, MY
PAIN HAS BUT |
\ INCREASED.

i il 1!

i\

/

11/’

(ke

-

©\— I BEG OF
)_Q you Awls."




ALL MY LIFE
HAVE T LIVED « -




SORRY FOR

| /) ORIGELD... |

3
SHE EXPRESSES THE \ WY
TRAGEDY OF THOSE THAT y
WONDER HOW THEY WOULD
HAVE LIVED IF THEY

ORIGELD, WHO IS
== ‘I MOTIVATED BY SO MUCH
HATE, KNOWS HOW TO

\ MAKE HERSELF PITIED...

N \\\\\ .

7

She's thereal =

@x\%

Eerpyiieg,
-~/ e,
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Ayuwi-san is

splendid!
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And you're
the star,
Ayumi-kun!
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Ayuwi
Himekawa
o stands true!

ineld!
tragedy of Origeld Origeld!

in a dark

The avdience
is enfranced




