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• Wide ranging package of Highways improvements with the aims of reducing congestion; 
improving journey times; improving road safety; improving road conditions for all users 
and to help boost the local economy 

• Total funding package of over £18m

• Funding from DfT Local Growth Fund via  South East Midlands Local Enterprise 
Partnership (SEMLEP); DfT National Productivity Investment Fund & Bedford Borough 
Council

• Funding starts Spring 2018, continues to 2021

Three distinct themes within a package of measures aimed at going a long way to solving 
congestion, transforming how people can travel around town and improving the town centre. 

Three themes are:-
• A number of Pinchpoint schemes to reduce congestion at key locations

• Wide-ranging technology improvements in traffic signal control, functionality and capability

• Public realm improvements focussing on High Street & St Pauls Square.

What is Transporting Bedford 2020?



2014 – Traffic Study Commissioned – focuses on town centre 
with a view to bidding for major infrastructure works –
possibly Batts Ford Bridge
2015 – Traffic study report
2016 – Funding awarded for Ampthill Road Corridor
2017 – Revised business case submitted to SEMLEP for multi 
faceted scheme
2017 (November) SEMLEP approval given
2017 (November) Funding awarded by DfT for scheme at 
Manton Lane
2018 – 2021 Funding period for all works comprising 
‘Transporting Bedford 2020’
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What is Transporting Bedford 2020?



Theme 1 – “Pinchpoints”



Theme 2 – “Technology”



Theme 3 “Public Realm improvements”



Theme 3 “Public Realm improvements”



• We’ve developed the concept of the project

• We’ve secured funding

• We’ve set out an initial programme of 
delivery up to Spring 2021

• We’re now starting work on more detailed 
design

• We’re introducing the project to key 
stakeholders and will then start to consult on 
the development of detailed proposals 

What Happens Next?


