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BEEN TWO MONTHS
SINCE WE CAME TO
THE VILLAGE TO
LEARN ABOUT
THE CRIMSON

THAT TIME WENT  AE
BY IN THE BLINK  { \ N\
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TAKE THE STAGE
AS THE ONE WHO
INHERITS THE CRIMSON
GODDESS FROM

S

\
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ILOOK
FORWARD
TO SEEING YOU
AGAIN AT THE

L
TRIAL PERFOR-
£
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AN EVEN BETTER
CRIMSON GOPPESS




WE WILL!
THANK YOU
VERY MUCH!

WE'LL DO
OUR BEST TO
ENSURE THAT THE
TRIAL PERFORMANCE
MEETS YOUR EXPEC-
TATIONS. TAKE
CARE!




I WANTED

TO THANK YOU
I'M LOOK- FOR ALL THE
ING FORWARD / IWILL THINGS YOU'VE
TO THE TRIAL PUT ALL MY TAUGHT ME.
PERFORMANCE EFFORT INTO
IN TOKYO. PERFECTING THE

CRIMSON GOD-
DESS.

SHE’S
COVERED IN
INJURIES

TRAINING
ARE THEY
MAKING
HER DO?

YOU MAY FIND
THAT EVENTHE ~ MOUNTAINS. /7
SMALLEST THING
CAN BE OF USE.




== FORTHETRUAL =
= PERFORMANGE IN '
TOKYO..

= e THIS WAS ™ /
MY TRAINING MY LAST
—— 2 st DAY... 7

.. IN THE
BIRTHPLACE
OF THE CRIMSON
GODDESS.

... WILL BEGIN
TOMORROW.

AYUM|
NO, IT 7 Dl

WHAT DID
ACTUALLY YOU THINK OF
WASN'T THAT TSUKIKAGE
BAD. CHIGUSA'S IN-

STRUCTION?

NO, I WAS
THE ONE WHO

SO, WHAT DID
YOU THINK OF

HAH/ T BET SHE
HAD AN AWFUL KITAJIMA?
TIME COMPETING

AGAINST YOU.




YOU'VE
EXPERIENCED IT TOO,
MR. ONODERA. YOU
TOOK KITAJIMA MAYA

LIGHTLY, ONLY TO HAVE
THE TABLES TURNED

ON YOU.

SHE HAS
THE POWER TO
CREATE MIRACLES
ALL ON HER
OWN/

IF NOTHING

ELSE, I HAVE
NEVER UNDER-
JA ESTIMATED HER.
{2\ NOT EVEN ONCE.
Q
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i\
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YOU ARE
THE ONLY ON.

AND I AM

LIKELY THE ONLY
ONE WHO TRULY
UNDERSTANDS WHO
YOU ARE ON
STAGE.

THAN ANYONE
ELSE...




MAYA...
MY RIVAL,

I'LL WIN AGAINST
YOU NO MATTER
WHAT IT TAKES AND
MAKE MY DREAM
COME TRUE!

TIME I SEE
YOU WILL BE
AT THE TRIAL

PERFORMANCE




Vil

S 7
ply’ /

Bo r

Y

’

MY CRIMSON
GODDESS WILL
NOT LOSE TO
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DOING? HE'S

HERE SINCE THIS

BEEN STANDING Mo (EEE i
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IF I WERE IN
HIS POSITION,
WOULD I FEEL

THE SAME WAY?

LOVE...I
DIDN'T THINK
IT WOULD BE
| 50 INTENSE...




1 CARRY

ouT MY THOUSAND-
MISSION? ‘g YEAR PLUM S
t2 4| TREE CONTAINS
THE SOUL OF

HIS BELOVED.

WERE ISSHIN,
WHAT WOULD I

STATUE FROM
ITS WOOD, SHE
DIES.

TSUKIKAGE-
SENSEI, I CAME
TO SAY GOODBYE
BEFORE I RETURNED
TO TOKYO.

THANK YOU
FOR ALL THAT
YOU'VE DONE.

MY FATHER
SENDS HIS
MOST SINCERE
REGARDS.




I'M SURE
HE INTENDS TO
FULLY RECOVER BY
THE TIME THE TRIAL
PERFORMANCE BEGINS
IN TOKYO.

HE STAY AT A
HOSPITAL IN

HESAYSHE  TOKYO..
WANTS TO
RECOVER
HERE FOR A
WHILE.

AFTER
SEEING YOUR
PERFORMANCE
OF THE CRIMSON
T FINALLY GODDESS THE
UNDERSTAND WHY OTHER DAY,
MY FATHER HAS
BEEN OBSESSED
WITH THE PLAY
SINCE HIS YOUTH,

THE
AND AL PROBLEM IS
THE rga ?ﬁn THAT HE WANTS
THE “ILLUSION” TO TURN THAT
TSUKIKAGE- COMES WITH SUCCESS, ILLUSION INTO Y
SENSEI? FAME, AND INCRED- —
\ IBLE PROFITS. ) e 8
WITH AN ILLUSION
THAT DOESN'T EXIST
ANYWHERE EXCEPT
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AT LEAST
THAT’S WHAT
I THOUGHT I
WANTED UNTIL
I SAW YOUR

HAYAMI
MASUMI. WHY
DO YOU WANT THE

PERHAPS

ALL I WANT IS PRODUCTION RIGHTS
TO TAKE WHAT MY Fgl?m‘TH.EI (leﬂg
FATHER WANTS THE GODDESS?

MOTIVATION
DIFFERS FROM
YOUR FATHER'S,
DOES IT NOT?

IT STOPS

BY FROM

TIME TO TIME
FOR FOOD.

AH, THAT’S
A STRAY CAT
THAT LIVES
BEHIND THE
TEMPLE.

ANOTHER
CUP OF TEA,
PLEASE.

COULD I GET
ANOTHER CUP




"\' THERE'S P

. ALL OF A NO SIGN OF

\ SUDDEN I FIND HER ANYWHERE...
MYSELF LOOKING

I WONDER IF SHE
WENT OUT TO THE
MOUNTAIN...

SOMEWHERE

IN MY HEART, I
HAD EXPECTED
TO SEE HER
AGAIN...
B ... THAT
7y EVEN GETTING

A GLIMPSE OF
HER WOULD BE
ENOUGH. %

‘ 2 ..BUT
THERE'S ACoLD ! i wwATs TS |
WIND BLOWING IN v : S / LONELINESS I |
MY HEART. 5 SEn " e i . JUST FEEL...
-1 4 BECAUSE I 7
st > WAPPENED TO _
Y . MISSHER?
30 —— ng.;.‘ -'/ f pal
Y 5
7 1 : : }-‘
g .
v ST
WAS THERE 2 o
SOMETHING YOU S g MASUMI2!
WANTED TO TALK
TO ME ABOUT? s B =
)|,
o
" - -

/ 4 \
\ 7 ‘
IT'S LIKE W : & \




IDIDNT
HAVE ANYTHING
IN PARTICULAR
TO DIsCUsS.

 WHAT'S
WRONG WITH
ME?
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HE STOPPED
BY TO GREET
TSUKIKAGE-SENSE|
BEFORE HE LEFT

HE JUST
LEFT A MOMENT
AGO.

IF ONLY....

A LITTLE FASTER,
I COULD HAVE
SEEN HIM.

\ % -
Fle /-
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wHAT %,
ON EARTH IS e WAS THAT
| THEVALLEY OF SHE JUST ACTING el
THE PLUM | ourApart oF d
A\ TRy FOR THE OTHER
W\ HAVE SOME § HALF OF A SOUL
Sy wsTaL THAT WAS ONCE
B : ONE.

MAYBE
THAT REALLY
WAS AN ILLU-

: I NEED LA g
Fy ...OF HER ONE MORE Z
FEELINGS... CHANCE TO BE //
CERTAIN... 7




BECAUSE T
WASN'T ABLE TO i
SEE HIM...IT : %

HURTS S0 ~

WHEN DID
I EVEN BEGIN
LOVING HIM 50
MUCH?
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I SAW
HER SET FIRE
TO THE BRIDGE
MYSELF.

SHE
IT WAS WANTED TO
. IT WAS ALL AN SHOW THAT THE
AL AN orw Q{As%%ym ILLUSION. CRIMSON VALLEY
ILLUSION? syt WHERE THE SPIRIT
Yok ~WASNT " OF THE PLUM
AND NOWHERE A REAL e
. PLACE.

&

ALL OF
THE THINGS

WE SAW, FELT,
AND EXPERI-
...ARE LITTLE ENCED IN THAT
MORE THAN THE VALLEY...

MEMORIES IN OUR
HEARTS.

PUT ANOTHER
WAY, THOSE EVENTS
WERE PART OF A WORLD
THAT’S NOW BEYOND
OUR REACH.

SHE FORCED

US TO FACE THAT
REALITY BY REMOVING
THE BRIDGE.



BECAUSE
THAT’S EXACTLY
WHAT WE ARE.

THE OTHER DAY, BUT

IT ALREADY FEELS NOS-
TALGIC FOR SOME
REA

...IF THERE EXISTS
A BRIDGE TO CONNECT
OUR WORLD AND THE
ILLUSIONARY VALLEY
OF THE PLUM TREES.

=
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MAKING A NEW

THAT “ILLUSION”
CAN TRANSCEND THE
STAGE AND MANIFEST

IN REALITY...

IT SEEMS
OUR ROLE
WILL BE TO

BECOME THAT

HAVE TO TRY

TURNING
ILLUSION INTO
REALITY IS OUR
JOB, AFTER
ALL.

TSUKIKAGE-

T0 SEE THIS
PROJECT 10 ITS
COMPLETION.

SENSEI INTENDS

WE CAN'T GO BACK
70 THE OTHER SIDE, THE
EVENTS OF THE VALLEY
HAVE BEEN CEMENTED IN
OUR HEARTS AS A




THE OTHER
WORLD BEYOND
OUR REACH.

THE
ILLUS/ONARY....

... VALLEY OF
THE PLUM
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WHAT’S
WITH MAYA
TONIGHT?

SHE SEEMS
DOWN SOME-
HOW.

AND
ALSO...

£

IS JUST...
1 DON'T HAVE
MUCH OF AN

APPETITE.

T
WHAT'S Y4
WRONG, ’,'.

MAYA? Lﬁ' :j

| SENSEL!

I'M
SCARED THAT
IWON'T BE
ABLE TO DO
IT RIGHT.

T'LL FINALLY
BEGIN PRACTICING

SERIOUSLY FOR
THE ROLE OF THE
MSON GOD-
L DE(;S... 2 IT’S JUST...
I GET SO EMOTIONAL
WHEN I THINK ABOUT
HOW I'M GOING
BACK TO TOKYO

TOMORROW...




UHM...
TSUKIKAGE-
You SENSEL
KNOW THE
THING IN THE PLAY

1S REAL.

SO

4 R, £33 A
:.- Y .-t . W g ‘.E
b LONG As FSER | R y £ M
A YOU BELIEVE 2 ; )\ ;
AN YaA iz b % E f =] -
by , sl &
- SRR
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LOVE WAS AT
THE SAME TIME,
THE LOVE OF THE
CRIMSON GOD-




THAT YOU'LL
MEET THE OTHER
HALF OF YOUR

ALSO
POSSIBLE

MANY WILL MAKE
YOUR HEART
FLUTTER.

THAT MEAN
IF I MET THIS

EVEN IF YOU
WERE TO DIE AND

THEM ARE SLIM...

REINCARNATE OVER AND
OVER, THE CHANCES OF
YOU ENCOUNTERING

...FINDING
THAT SPECIAL
PERSON |5
ITSELF A KIND
OF MIRACLE.

YOUR
SOUL WILL
CALL
WITHOUT T0 TH%ulg
EVEN KNOWING SOUL.
THE REASON. you

WILL FEEL
THAT YOU ARE
IRREPLACEABLE
TO ONE ANO-

... YOUR
HEART WILL i
REACH THEM. | ' 4
AND YOU
WILL BE ABLE

TO LIVE TOGETHER

KNOW WHAT?
IF YOU SO MEET
THEM, YOU WILL

ABSOLUTELY

KNOW.

NO
MATTER HOW
DIFFERENT
YOUR LIVES
NO MATTER MAY BE.
THE DISTANCE
THAT SEPARATES
You...




UNTIL
THE TIME
MAYA, T WAS
CAME... HAD T MET SEVEN YEARS

HIM BEFORE THEN, OLD WHEN T

T WOULDN'T HAVE FIRST MET

KNOWN HE WAS THE CHIREN.

ONE UNTIL THE
TIME CAME.
IF HE
THEN TRULY IS
HE'LL THE OTHER YOU MIGHT
DEFINITELY HALF OF My IF YOU FIND GET THE CHANCE
FELL THE SOMEONE WHO YOU B TO MEET THIS
SAME WAY... TRULY BELIEVE IS 7 PERSON ONE
THE ONE... BUT DAY...
LISTEN
IT DOESN'T WELL...
MATTER WHO
THEY ARE/ DON'T
GIVE UP!

BECAUSE
I'M SURE YOU
WERE BORN TO
MEET THEM.

IF YOU

MEET SOMEONE
THETE,CSA%ERE LIKE THAT, WORK UP i
THE COURAGE AND :
e L T
STATUS, YOU TWO WILL
FALL FOR ONE ANOTH-
ER.

AND IF
THIS PERSON
IS TRULY THE OTHER
HALF OF YOUR SOUL,
THEY WILL ALWAYS FEEL
THE SAME WAY
As YOU.

I'M SURE MATTER
THE ONE YOU'RE WHERE THEY ARE "
DESTINED FOR FEARING OR WHAT THEY'RE |
1S THINKING THE OUTCOME DOING. %
THE SAME WON'T GET YOU

THING. ANYWHERE.




|
covrace... || (G %é/_\
/ YOU ARE

‘La) / THE ONLY ONE
p / WHO CAN OPEN
THE DOOR TO
MAYA, STINY!!
j/ A, - YOUR DESTINY
THE LINES THAT

ONLY YOU CAN
PERFORM!

MR.
HAYAMI!

BUT MAYA,
AND IF NOTHING ELSE,
NSEI/
o TO LIVE TO-
THAT GETHER...
IS WHEN
YOU WILL
UNDERSTAND
WHY YOU
WERE BORN.

THE BOND
BETWEEN SOULS
1S WHAT’S MOST
IMPORTANT.

THE LOVE OF
THE CRIMSON

SRS A

THE LOVE OF

EVEN

THE CRIMSON L;;gfg -
S U

GODDESS! LOVE DOESN'T

BEAR FRUIT.

AN
I A\

/////% ///f..”\ \\\\



WHAT
A FORTUITOUS
EVENT BEFORE
THEY SAY YOU GO BACK
IF YOU MAKE 70 TOKYO.
A WISH BEFORE
THE SHOOTING STAR
DISAPPEARS, IT'LL
COME TRUE.

WISH. IT MIGHT
BE GRANTED.

BUT YOU
ONLY GET
ONE WISH.

WHAT
I WISH FOR
WILL NEVER

COME TRUE...

MR, HAYAMI!



nmy

MR, HAYAM...
war
HOW SAD DID YOU W
IT IS TO HAVE FOR?
A WISH THAT
WILL NEVER BE
GRANTED... (
WAS IT FOR
SOMETHING
T COULD NEVER,
UNDERSTAND?\
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