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FIA signsoff anadventurousnewevent format

ByDavidEvans

WalesRallyGBwilldeliverworld
championshipclosed-roadcompetition
inEnglandfor the first timeeverwhenthe
Deeside-basedeventstarts inOctober.
EventdirectorBenTaylorandWelsh

Governmentministershaveheraldedtheroute

asarevolutionfortherally,withTaylorsaying:

“We’velistenedtowhatpeoplewantandIbelieve

thisyearwillbethebestroutewe’vehadinWales.”
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By David Evans

Wales Rally GB organisers 
have revealed a ground-
breaking route to include 
competition on closed 
public roads for the first 
time in October.

Link roads and lanes are used to 

build longer forest stages in north 

Wales, but it was the final day’s 

flat-out test through the middle

of Llandudno that took centre 

stage at the event launch on 

Monday. Used twice on Sunday 

October 7, the Great Orme 

Llandudno test will make history 

as FIA World Championship 

competition comes to public town 

centre roads on mainland Britain  

for the first time. 

The sport’s governing body, the 

FIA, was at loggerheads with 

event chiefs over the location 

of  the powerstage, which GB 

bosses wanted run on the Tarmac 

Great Orme stage. However, a 

compromise has been reached 

and the points-paying blast will 

now take place on another stage 

earlier in the day (see sidebar).

The five-mile Great Orme 

Llandudno stage will come off  

a clockwise run around the 

headland and compete down one 

side of  the A456 before going 

around a roundabout, back up the 

other side, turning right to South 

Parade and the seafront where 

the stage, and the event, will finish.

Friday feeling
The Tir Prince spectator stage 

returns to kick proceedings off  on 

Thursday, October 4. The first full 

day runs in Clocaenog, Brenig and

Penmachno. Clocaenog comes off  

the bench after running only as 

shakedown last season (the same 

shakedown stage will be used this 

year). Following that, Brenig and 

Penmachno will be the first WRC 

stages in Wales to feature closed 

public roads as both include the 

use of  asphalt lanes to link 

sections of  forest road.

New for this year is the Slate 

Mountain test, with two runs of  

a 0.8-mile gravel stage through 

the home of Zip World, in a 

former slate quarry close to 

Blaenau Ffestiniog.

Running roads through North 

Wales has offered the event the 

opportunity to satisfy one of  the 
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keyrequirementsfromthe

manufacturersforthisyear–

toreturntotheDeesideservice

parkforalunchtimebreak

wherecorporateguestscanbe

entertainedwiththecarsbeing

servicedbehindthem.

Theafternoonfeaturesarepeat

of thethreeforeststagesbeforea

returntoserviceat1854hrs.

RallyGBmanagingdirector

BenTaylorexplainedthechanges:

“Therewasalwaysadegreeof

frustrationinNorthWalesthatwe

hadtheseamazingroads,butthey

werecrossedbypublicroads,sowe

couldn’tcombinethemtomake

thekindof classicstheycouldso

easilybecome.Wecannow.The

changeinlegislationhasallowed

ustodevelopafantasticopening

dayinNorthWales.Penmachno

andBrenigarelongerthan

they’veeverbeenandthedrivers

aregoingtolovethem.

“Gettingbacktoserviceisvital

forusthisyear–welistenedto

whattheteamssaidlastyearand

we’redelightedtobeabletodeliver

whattheywantthistimearound.”

‘SuperSaturday’
FIApresidentJeanTodtwillbe

delightedwithdaytwoof this

year’sWalesRallyGB,withcrews

departingDeesideacoupleof

hoursbeforethesunshowsitsface

–they’reintoserviceat0530hrs.

Saturdayisthelongestdaywith

ninestagestotalling93miles.

Typicallyforthemid-Walesday,

Myherinisthestartpoint,but

fromthenonit’sallquitedifferent

withSweetLambandHafren

combinedandDyfi,Gartheiniog

andDyfnantall includedonthe

samedayforthefirsttimesince1997.

DyfnantwillbeSaturday’slive

stageforRedBullTVandthe

afternoonwill featurearepeat

of everythingbutDyfnant.As

usual,themiddleof themid-Wales

daywillbeinterruptedforatyre

fittingzone–butnoservice–in

Newtown.Thefirstcar’sdue

backtoDeesideattheendof the

dayat1946hrs.

Taylorsaid:“Inthelastfew

years,we’vehadtwotripsdown

tomid-Walesonthefirsttwodays

of theevent,butputtingitall

togetherforSaturdayhasreally

helpedusreducetheliaison

distanceforthecrews.

“ThebiggestbenefittoSaturday,

though,comesforthefans.There

willbemorechoiceandmore

actiononofferthaneverbefore

ontheseconddayof RallyGB.

That’swhywe’recallingit

‘SuperSaturday’.”

Thebigfinale
Thefinaldayof thisyear’sWales

RallyGBincludestwoloopsof

Elsi,GwydirandGreatOrme

Llandudno.Elsiisanewstage

locatedclosetoBetws-y-Coed.The

firstrunthroughGwydirat

0805hrsisincludedasthe

powerstage,withthefivebonus

pointsonofferforfastesttime.

TheGreatOrmeLlandudno

stagefinishesontheseafront

withthepodiumfollowing

immediatelyafterwards.

ConwyCountyBorough

Council isreckonedtobe

preparingitself foraround

30,000spectatorsflockinginto

thetowntowatchwhatwillbea

freeshow(grandstandseatswill

beavailableforthosewantingto

paytositdown:£20foradults,

£10forchildren).

“We’re excited about the

final day,” said Taylor. “This is

something we’ve been working

towards for a long time. We

understand the concerns about

the original plan. We have come

up with a great compromise. And

fans will really benefit: we will

be televising both the Gwydir

powerstage and the Great Orme

Llandudno finale live.”
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Fans will be able to 

line the route in 2018

Sweet Lamb will be combined with a run through Hafren
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HEADLINE NEWS
Britain’s WRC round promises to deliver for fans
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FRESH 2018 RALLY GB 
ROUTE SIGNED OFF

Wales Rally GB organisers 

were forced to can their 

plan to run the Great Orme 

as the powerstage after 

the FIA questioned how 

much the headland stage 

reflected the nature of  the 

event as a whole.

Instead, the first run 

through Gwydir (SS20) will 

offer the bonus points. This 

isn’t the first time the 

powerstage has run out of  

position on an itinerary – 

most famously, the 2013 

Rally de France opened 

with its powerstage – a dash 

around Strasbourg on a 

Thursday night which 

enabled Sebastien Ogier 

to be crowned world 

champion before the 

event proper started the 

following morning. 

Crucially, the compromise 

of  running the powerstage 

earlier on the final day, 

while retaining the live TV 

element of  the Orme has 

placated the FIA as well as 

the event’s principal backer,

the Welsh government, and 

title sponsor Dayinsure. 

Last year’s Wales Rally 

GB winner Elfyn Evans 

admitted to reservations 

about the first run 

through Gwydir offering 

bonus points.

Evans’ concerns lie 

with the potential for 

wet conditions offering 

an advantage for those 

running at the front of  the 

field. “If  the powerstage ran

in reverse order then in wet 

or damp conditions, it’s 

their [the drivers first on 

the road] five points. The 

powerstage should really be

What happened to the powerstage row?

Gwydir has been extended 

by using this piece of road

Llandudno will provide 

the finish backdrop

as equal as it possibly can 

be and I think it would have 

been better to have used 

the second pass of  the 

stage where the surface 

and conditions are a bit 

more equal. 

“The passage of  10 cars 

on the first run of  a stage 

can make a second per 

kilometre difference in 

those conditions.”

The first run through 

Gwydir was selected 

because it allowed the 

WRC’s live television 

infrastructure to 

move from there to the 

second run through 

the Great Orme.

The Great Orme will still get a live TV broadcast
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A
s darkness
fell on Baku
last Sunday
evening, there
sat a forlorn-
looking
Mercedes all

alone in the Azerbaijan pitlane.
Over its right-rear wheel was
a red plastic bag, covering up
the puncture that had afflicted
Valtteri Bottas just three laps
from victory.

HewasallsettoleadMercedesto

theirfirst1-2of theseasonaheadof

team-mateLewisHamilton,butas

hecrossedthelinetostartlap49of a

chaoticAzerbaijanGrandPrix,apiece 

of debriscuthisright-reartyreandhe 

wasforcedintoretirement.

Justalapbefore,formerraceleader 

SebastianVettelhadachancetowin

thisGP,butthrewawayvictorywitha 

boldmovetotryandreclaimthelead

back from Bottas. Vettel had led for 

most of  the grand prix but fell behind 

the Mercedes during a late race safety 

car (which had been deployed to clear 

up the two Red Bulls that had crashed 

into each other).

With just a three-lap dash to the 

flag, Vettel attempted to pass Bottas 

atthe restart, but left his braking too 

late, locked up and ran wide – dropping 

tofourth at the finish.

Hamilton inherited second, which 

became the lead when his team-mate 

picked up his puncture just one lap 

later. It was a fortuitous victory for the 

Brit, who now leapfrogs to the head of  

the drivers’ world championship.

Not far from the hobbled Mercedes 

inthe pitlane, Red Bull team boss 

Christian Horner was speaking to the 

media, clearly still angry with his two 

drivers Max Verstappen and Dan 

Ricciardo, who had crashed into each 

other. “They are equally responsible,” 

he fumed. “And they will be making a 

full apology to everyone in the team.”

Throughout the race, the Red Bull 

pair had enjoyed a frantic duel, passing 

and repassing each other. But on lap 40 

they came together in the braking area 

for Turn 1, Ricciardo smashing into the 

back of  Verstappen and taking the pair 

of  them straight out of  the race. Once 

again, the grand prix on the streets 

of  Baku was a crazy affair. But where 

there is despair, there is also hope and, 

as last year, out of  the chaos came 

some brilliant performances.

Sergio Perez took third, his first 

podium since this race two years ago, 

while in just his fourth GP, rookie 

Charles Leclerc was sixth for Sauber. 

Finally, Brendon Hartley became the 

first New Zealander to score a point in 

F1 since 1976.

Qualifying
Not for the first time this season, Kimi 

Raikkonen was set for pole position, 

when he made a mistake in the final 

sector of  the lap and his hopes for top 

spot were dashed. The Finn has been 

having something of  a renaissance in 

the opening races of  this year and his 

good form continued into his final 

run in Q3 on Saturday afternoon.

After setting the fastest ‘purple’ 

sectors of  anyone in sector one and two, 

pole was assured until he carried too 

much speed into the final braking zone 

in the lap (Turn 16) and fishtailed his 

Ferrari out of  the corner. In fairness, 

he did well to control his car to prevent 

it spinning into the wall, but the error 

handed pole to his team-mate (Vettel’s 

third in a row) and Raikkonen finished 

qualifying in sixth.

“I was on a good lap, but just got 

sideways,” said the Finn. “It was the 

worst place to make a mistake because 

you are losing time all the way to the 

finish line – pretty sh*tty ending.”

Vettel had already ruined his final lap 

with a lock-up, but he did enough in his 

first run in Q3 to qualify ahead of  the 

two Mercs of  Hamilton and Bottas, the 

Brit pipping the Finn on his final effort. 

It was a similar story for the two Red 

Bulls behind, Ricciardo just getting 

ahead of  Verstappen.

The most significant drama in 

qualifying came in Q1 when the two 

Toro Rossos just avoided what could 

have been an almighty shunt. Pierre 

Gasly was on a hot lap coming up 

quickly behind Hartley, who was 

running slowly with a puncture. After 

a late change of  direction, Gasly 

narrowly avoided cannoning into the 

rear of  his team-mate. It was very close 

and something Gasly described as “the 

scariest moment of  my career”, adding 

“I could already see myself  in the air.”

Race
Away from the line, the field got 

away cleanly, Vettel leading the two 

Mercedes and Red Bulls but further 

back Raikkonen had lost a place to 

Force India’s Esteban Ocon. In a bid 

to reclaim the position he attempted to 

repass Ocon at Turn 3, but the pair 

touched and the Frenchman was sent 

into the wall. He wasn’t the only 

casualty of  the opening lap, as there 

was more drama going on behind them.

Sauber’s Marcus Ericsson hit the 

Haas of  Kevin Magnussen at Turn 2, 

then as the pack was accelerating out of  

the same corner the Williams of Sergey 

Sirotkin (who had also hit Perez) was 

squeezed by Hulkenberg to his right 

and Fernando Alonso to his left. The 

Russian lifted and that broke the right-

hand side of  the McLaren and his own 

left wheel. Sirotkin retired, while the 

McLaren limped back to the pits with 

two right-hand side punctures.

With cars and debris littering the 

track, the safety car was deployed. 

AZERBAIJAN GP REPORT
There was heartbreak, team warfare and delight in Baku

Y JAMES
ROBERTS

...and late drama for Bottas cleared the way for Hamilton’s victory

Winner Hamilton 

consoles team-mate

HAMILTON
ACCEPTS A LATE GIFT

Ricciardo (l) and Verstappen’s duel was destined to end in tears...
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Raikkonen (who had started on the 

ultrasoft) pitted to switch to the softs, 

took a new front wing and fell to 13th – 

but over the following 49 laps he steered

safely through the chaos to take second

overall. “You never know what can 

happen in this race,” he wisely 

exclaimed at the finish.

On lap five the racing resumed and 

so began the first of  many overtakes 

between the two Red Bull drivers, 

Verstappen nicking fifth off  his team-

mate on the run between Turns 1 and 2.

But in these early stages, the Red Bull 

duo were struggling on the supersoft 

tyres – compared to the ultrasoft-shod 

Renaults around them.

Red Bull’s progress was aided by the 

first Renault of  Hulkenberg taking 

himself  out of  contention when he hit 

the Turn 4 wall on lap 10 and the second

Renault of  Sainz pitting five laps later 

when his ultras had lost their 

effectiveness.

Up front everything was looking good

for Vettel. On lap 20 he held a 3.9s lead 

over Hamilton, who himself  had a 7.2s 

lead over his team-mate Bottas. But 

one lap later, heading into Turn 1, 

Lewis locked up both front tyres under 

braking and the double flat-spot forced 

him to pit for fresh rubber much earlier

than he’d planned. He still emerged 

ahead of  the Red Bulls, but effectively 

lost ground in the hunt for the win to 

both Vettel and Bottas.

After running in close proximity for 

the opening stages of  the race, on lap 26 

Ricciardo was able to use DRS to make 

a move on his team-mate into Turn 1 

to try and steal fourth place. 

Verstappen held the inside, while 

Ricciardo braked deep around the 

outside of  the corner. He couldn’t stay 

ahead and Verstappen had regained 

the place on the inside of  Turn 2.

Ten laps later, Ricciardo made the 

same move around the outside of  

Turn 1 again. Second time around, 

Verstappen braked a little later in his 

defence and as they ran side-by-side the 

pair touched wheels – but this time 

Ricciardo had made the move stick. 

“Close, hard and fair racing,” said Horner 

afterwards. But disaster was to follow…

The supersofts were now reaching 

the end of  their life and just before the 

RBR intra-team duel, Vettel had pitted 

from the lead – but Bottas stayed out. 

On lap 37 Ricciardo (now as the lead 

Red Bull) was given preferential 

treatment to stop first for fresh rubber. 

Verstappen stopped a lap later and 

when he emerged from the pits was 

surprisingly back ahead of  his team-

mate. Horner later revealed that the 

Dutchman had been able to utilise DRS 

thanks to a backmarker and so had a 

faster in-lap than Ricciardo’s out-lap. 

The Australian was once again staring 

at the diffuser of  his RBR counterpart.

“Mate, you’ll have to do him again,” 

said Ricciardo’s engineer Simon 

Rennie on the team radio. “Come on.”

On lap 40, Ricciardo had another run 

into T1 and it appeared Verstappen had 

left a gap on the inside. The Australian 

made his move, then Verstappen jinked 

left to defend. On the dusty line, 

Ricciardo locked up and smashed into 

the back of  his team-mate, sending 

them both spinning out of  the race.

“We wanted a late safety car,” said 

Horner. “But I never dreamed we 

would cause it. We said this morning 

that we wanted to avoid what the Force 

Indias did here last year [hitting each 

other]. We want them to race each other 

and it had been good, hard racing 

before then. But they are equally 

responsible for what has happened – 

we’ve lost 22 points here today.”

With the second appearance of  

the safety car, it was exactly the call 

Mercedes wanted and so they pitted 

Bottas – in effect a reversal of  the 

strategic call they lost at the season-

opening Australian GP. Vettel’s 

radio call to his pits was almost 

identical to what Hamilton had 

asked in Melbourne: ‘How can he 

[Bottas] be ahead of  us?’

While circulating behind the safety 

car, Romain Grosjean lost control of  

his Haas and crashed into the barriers, 

increasing the length of  the caution 

period. When it eventually did restart, 

Vettel tried to retake the lead and 

lost out.

“When the safety car pulled away, 

I saw a gap and I went for it, but 

obviously it didn’t work,” said Vettel. 

“It’s easy for everyone to say that it 

was too big a risk, but I was driving 

at 205mph on the straight and didn’t 

have many options. I wanted to go for 

the inside, but once I locked up, it was 

tough luck.”

A lap later Bottas suffered his 

puncture after he ran over a shard of  

carbon fibre on the start-finish straight 

and was understandably distraught he 

had to retire: “I’m absolutely 

heartbroken, it hurts a lot,” he said. 

“But this is racing; some days are good, 

some days are bad – and some days are 

very bad. A small piece of  debris 

destroyed my entire weekend.”

Hamilton was grateful for the gift, but 

was understandably sorry for his team-

mate – consoling him before heading to 

the podium. 

Thank you Baku, for another thriller.

‘Sergio Perez’s first 
podium for two years’
Force India man’s success, below ROUND

RACE FACTS Results © 2018 Formula One Administration Ltd

NEXT RACE: SPANISH GRAND PRIXMAY 13

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

RESULTS

FIA Formula 1 World Championship, round 4/20

POS DRIVERS NAT CAR-ENGINE TIME

1 Lewis Hamilton GBR Mercedes 1h43m44.291s
2 Kimi Raikkonen FIN Ferrari +2.460s
3 Sergio Perez MEX Force India-Mercedes +4.024s
4 Sebastian Vettel GER Ferrari +5.329s
5 Carlos Sainz ESP Renault +7.515s
6 Charles Leclerc MON Sauber-Ferrari +9.158s
7 Fernando Alonso ESP McLaren-Renault +10.931s
8 Lance Stroll CAN Williams-Mercedes +12.546s
9 Stoffel Vandoorne BEL McLaren-Renault +14.152s
10 Brendon Hartley NZL Toro Rosso-Honda +18.030s
11 Marcus Ericsson SWE Sauber-Ferrari +18.512s
12 Pierre Gasly FRA Toro Rosso-Honda +24.720s
13 Kevin Magnussen DEN Haas-Ferrari +40.663s
14 Valtteri Bottas FIN Mercedes L48/tyre
R Romain Grosjean FRA Haas-Ferrari L42/spun off
R Max Verstappen NED Red Bull-Renault L39/collision
R Daniel Ricciardo AUS Red Bull-Renault L39/collision
R Nico Hulkenberg GER Renault L10/spun off
R Esteban Ocon FRA Force India-Mercedes L0/collision
R Sergey Sirotkin RUS Williams-Mercedes L0/collision

Winner’s average speed 109.990mph Lap leaders: Vettel 1-30; Bottas 31-48; Hamilton 49-51

* Five-place penalty for a new gearbox. ** Permitted to start by FIA, plus five-place penalty for new gearbox

DRIVERS

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Lewis Hamilton 70
2 Sebastian Vettel 66
3 Kimi Raikkonen 48
4 Valtteri Bottas 40
5 Daniel Ricciardo 37
6 Fernando Alonso 28
7 Nico Hulkenberg 22
8 Max Verstappen 18
9 Sergio Perez 15
10 Carlos Sainz 13

CONSTRUCTORS

POS CONSTRUCTOR PTS

1 Ferrari 114
2 Mercedes 110
3 Red Bull-TAG Heuer 55
4 McLaren-Renault 36
5 Renault 35
6 Force India-Mercedes 16
7 Toro Rosso-Honda 13
8 Haas-Ferrari 11
9 Sauber-Ferrari 10
10 Williams-Mercedes 4

QUALIFYING

POS DRIVER TIME

1 Vettel 1m41.498s
2 Hamilton 1m41.677s
3 Bottas 1m41.837s
4 Ricciardo 1m41.911s
5 Verstappen 1m41.994s
6 Raikkonen 1m42.490s
7 Ocon 1m42.523s
8 Perez 1m42.547s
9 Sainz 1m43.351s
10 Stroll 1m43.585s

POS DRIVER TIME

11 Sirotkin 1m43.886s
12 Alonso 1m44.019s
13 Leclerc 1m44.074s
14 Hulkenberg 1m43.066s*
15 Magnussen 1m44.759s
16 Vandoorne 1m44.489s
17 Gasly 1m44.496s
18 Ericsson 1m45.541s
19 Hartley 1m57.354s
20 Grosjean no time**

BOTTAS 1m.45.149sFASTEST LAP ON LAP 37 (AVERAGE SPEED: 127.71mph)

Leclerc landed 

sixth place

Hamilton lucked 

into first 2018 win

TYRE
CHOICE
Option
SOFT

SUPERSOFT

Prime
ULTRASOFT

AZERBAIJAN

ircuit: Baku City Lap: 3.730 miles 
ace distance: 190.17 miles Laps: 51
ap record: Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari) 
m43.441s (2017) 2017 winner: Daniel 
icciardo (Red Bull)

DRS Timing line

Drag reduction system activation

Drag reduction system activation

Vettel lost a nailed-on win
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Ham ‘Grenade’

Mercedes boss Toto Wolff says 

Bernie Ecclestone acted to stir 

up debate in F1 in Baku by 

throwing a ‘hand grenade’ 

comment in about Lewis 

Hamilton’s desire to stay in the 

sport. Ecclestone told Sky over 

the weekend that Hamilton was 

“not the racer he was” and that 

maybe he was “getting tired of 

travelling and fed up with 

things”. Wolff laughed off the 

comment, saying: “All of us 

respect Bernie, but we’ve also 

learned to take comments with 

a smile. Lewis is remarkably 

relaxed about these things. 

Bernie comes in and throws a 

hand grenade and it’s in all the 

papers – it’s great.” Hamilton 

himself declined to comment.

No B team

Williams has batted aside 

speculation that it could become 

Mercedes’ B team, in a similar 

fashion to Haas’s relationship with 

Ferrari. Reports suggested that 

Lawrence Stroll – father of Williams 

driver Lance – is pushing for a similar 

tie-up with Mercedes which would 

bring access to technology from the 

Silver Arrows. Williams has always 

been determined to remain a 

constructor and, unlike other 

customer teams, still uses its own 

gearbox. “I don’t know where that 

story has come from, but we are a 

constructor,” said Claire Williams. 

“Our independence is incredibly 

important to us.”

No Ferrari deal

Daniel Ricciardo also had his 

bat primed in Baku, and it 

wasn’t just aimed at 

Verstappen. The Aussie also 

swatted away the speculation 

that he’s already signed a 

pre-contract option with Ferrari. 

Rumours suggested he’d 

already made an agreement to 

negotiate exclusively with 

Ferrari ahead of the end of his 

Red Bull contract this year. 

“That is not true. I can say that,” 

said Ricciardo. “I’ve only had 

talks with Red Bull.”

FIA‘fooled’

Force India’sCOOOtmarSzafnauer

believes the teams lobbying forextra

fuelnext yearhave“fooled” theFIA

intopushing thechangethrough.

Next year teamswillbegivenanextra

5kgof fuel toallowthemtopush

harder for the full racedistance.

Szafnauer reckons it’sabadmove

though. “I think it’swrongtodoso,”

hesaid. “Weweregivena targetof

100kg forgoodreasons,and those

were to forcecars tobecomemore

efficient.Thosereasonsarestill here.

We’renowonlychanging itbecause

the teamsandmanufacturerswho

didn’tdosuchagood jobwith

efficiency lobbied theFIA,and they

got theirway. I think that’swrong.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Alonso hails Baku as his “best race”

Fernando Alonso has 

labelled his recovery drive 

into the points in Baku as 

the “best race of  my life”.

The Spaniard’s McLaren 

was heavily damaged after 

contact at the start, leaving 

him with two punctured 

tyres which delaminated 

halfway back to the pits. 

McLaren changed both 

right-hand wheels and the 

front wing before Alonso 

charged back to finish in 

seventh place.

“It was very crazy,” he 

said. “I think it was the 

result of  persistence and

pride, but I think no one 

[else] would have reached

the pitlane, first of  all. They

would have parked the car,

or if  they did get back they’d

have retired.

“But we didn’t park the

car or retire and fought for

every tenth, every lap, 

close to the walls all race 

long. I think it was the best

race of  my life.” 

RED BULL BLAMES
BOTH DRIVERS
Both Verstappen and Ricciardo required to apologise over Baku clash

Photos: LAT

Alonso recovered from clash

By Robert Ladbrook

Red Bull Racing is planning to 
make both of its drivers 
apologise in front of its factory 
staff after insisting they were 
both to blame for their costly 
crash in Azerbaijan.

Max Verstappen and Daniel 

Ricciardo had already gone wheel-to-

wheel several times during an 

increasingly tense battle over fourth 

place around the Baku Circuit when 

things came to a head as the pair 

battled into Turn 1 late in the race.

Ricciardo locked up and rear-ended 

Verstappen’s car, putting both drivers 

out. It was the first time two Red Bulls 

have taken each other out since 

Sebastian Vettel and Mark Webber 

collided during the 2010 Turkish GP.

Team boss Christian Horner said 

both Verstappen and Ricciardo would 

be required to apologise to staff  at the 

team’s base before the next race.

“In Barcelona they will be fine, I 

have no doubt about that,” said 

Horner. “But they are both in the dog 

house. You can see that in their body 

language. They will both be at the 

factory to apologise to all staff  prior to 

the Barcelona race.”

When asked whether he felt either 

driver was more at fault, Horner said: 

“Things get discussed behind closed 

doors, but the drivers at the end of  the 

day drive for the team and they both 

recognise they have screwed up.

“They will be apologising to the 

team, and all members of  the team 

because it is a team sport and that is 

sometimes forgotten about.

“There were probably three 

incidents between the two of them. 

They touched wheels early on, they 

have been told to calm down, but we 

don’t want to interfere with them 

going wheel-to-wheel. They have 

been very good up until that point. I’m 

not apportioning blame one way or 

the other, to either driver–theyare

both to blame in thisand

unfortunately it’s theentireteam

that misses out.”

Red Bull advisor HelmutMarko

scotched talk that thesquadcould

resort to team orders.

“It was a racing incident,nothing

more,” he said. “Wealwaysletour

drivers race, we don’thavenumber

one and number twodrivers.Butwe

expect responsibilityfromour

drivers when they race.”

Ricciardo said: “Asracingdrivers

you go for every inch,butof course

we’re not happy. Wespoke

immediately after therace.We’renot

in to each other aboutit, it’smore

about saying sorry totheteam.”

Verstappen added:“Idon’tthinkwe

need to speak aboutwhosefaultit is

because we race forateamattheend

of the day. We are representingalot

of people back at thefactoryandit’s

not good for both of  us.”

Red Bull Racing has 

held its first talks with 

Honda about a 

potential engine 

supply deal with the 

Japanese firm.

The Milton Keynes 

team uses Renault 

powerplants, but the 

relationship has 

become increasingly 

strained due to 

Renault’s lack of  

outright power since 

the V6 turbo era came 

into effect.

Red Bull’s junior 

team Toro Rosso took 

up the Honda supply 

deal after splitting 

with McLaren for this 

year, allowing Red 

Bull to keep tabs on 

the Honda unit’s 

development.

In Baku, both Red 

Bull and Honda 

representatives met 

to discuss a potential 

tie-up. Red Bull’s 

current deal with 

Renault expires at the 

end of  this year and 

the alliance won four 

world titles from 2010-

13, but has endured a 

fractious relationship 

since F1 introduced 

V6 turbo-hybrids.

Both Renault and 

Honda are planning 

major upgrades in 

time for June’s 

Canadian GP, allowing 

a clear comparison 

between the two.

Pierre Gasly has hit out as 

Kevin Magnussen, claiming the 

Dane is “the most dangerous 

driver” he’s ever raced against.

Gasly and Magnussen made 

contact just after the late-race 

restart when the Haas driver 

moved across and hit Gasly’s 

Toro Rosso heading into Turn 

20. Magnussen received a 

10-second penalty and two 

licence points.

“Kevin is the most dangerous 

guy I’ve ever raced with,” fumed 

Gasly. “He literally put me into 

the wall at 300kph [186mph] on 

purpose. He just put me into the 

wall. Both my front wheels 

went into the air and it broke 

my right mirror and bent my 

steering also.

“He told me he didn’t see me 

because he had vibrations and 

damage. I don’t care about all 

this. He did all the race like this 

so he knew what he was doing.”

Magnussen is now on seven 

penalty points, five away from a 

race ban. Haas boss Gunther 

Steiner said: “That [dangerous] 

is what he called [Brendon] 

Hartley, so there’s nothing 

changed there. We wait until he 

makes mistakes.” 

Red Bull opens Honda talks

Gasly hits out at “dangerous” Magnussen

Bull fight: Drivers collide
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Techeetah’sJean-EricVergne

claimedan“emotional”home

FormulaEvictoryinParislast

weekendandextendedhislead

inthechampionship.

Thehome-townherobeat

reigningchampionLucasdi

GrassiandVirginRacing’sSam

Bird,whoendedtheracewith

justthreewheelsafteralast-lap

collisionwithAndreLotterer.

Vergneclaimedpole–theeighth

of hisFEcareerandfourththis

season–andconvertedthatinto

theleadoff theline.Hewashotly

pursuedbyBirdandLotterer

inthefirststintbeforegaininga

one-secondadvantagethanks

toarapidcarswap.

Lottererbattledhiswaypast

Bird,withdiGrassifollowinghim

throughafterrunninglongerthan

theearlyleadersinthefirststint,

andtheduosurgedbacktowards

Vergneintheclosingstages.But

acomingtogetherbetweenthe

pursuersgaveVergneenough

breathingspacetotakehisthird

winof the2017/18season.

AsVergnewasheadingtowards

theline,Lotterer“ranoutof

energy”afterhisbattlewithdi

GrassiandwaspassedbytheAudi

driver,butashecoastedthrough

thebumpykinkof theCircuitdes

Invalides’Turn12hewashitup

therearbyBird,whomanagedto

keepenoughmomentumtomake

ittothelinedespitehisright-front

wheelhangingoff.

Lottererlimpedhomeinsixth

behindtheimpressiveMaroEngel

andSebastienBuemi,withthe

stewardslaterhandingthetriple

LeManswinnera10-placegrid

penaltyforthenextroundin

Berlinaspunishmentforcausing

theshuntwithBird.

DanielAbtchargedfrom14th

toseventh–losingfifthonthe

finaltourafteraclashwith

Buemi–asasubduedFelix

Rosenqvisttookeighthinhis

Mahindra-runcar.

Vergnenowleadsthestandings

by31pointswithfourraces

lefttorunthisseason.

VERGNE SEALS HOME VICTORY

‘Cook has emerged
as a title contender’
BTCC at Donington, p26

W
ith the Caspian 
Sea on one 
side and Baku’s 
medieval 
Maiden Tower 
on the other, 

it’s an unusual place to suddenly 
see a Formula 1 car blasting past 
at over 210mph. 

Standing trackside at the Baku City 
Circuit last Friday afternoon, for F1’s third 
visit to the Azerbaijani capital, it was a 
reminder of just how fast the current 
generation of Formula 1 cars are – their 
speed extenuated by the narrow confines 
of a street track.

The 3.73-mile layout is similar to Macau. A 
tight and twisty section around the old city, 
followed by a flat-out blast along the sea 
front (although, technically the Caspian is 
a lake and the city of Baku lies 25 metres 
below sea level).

There were many cynics when this grand 
prix was announced (at the time dubbed 
European) in this far-off location just three 
hours from the border with Iran. Azerbaijan 
is a former Soviet territory with a long-
serving president and an on-going 
dispute with neighbours Armenia. 

Why was F1 dropping races in its 
heartland to race in a country where the 
people had little desire for a GP?

But on Friday afternoon, from where I was 
stood, there was a decent-sized crowd and 
the locals were enjoying the racing. There 
were fan zones with giant bean bags to 
watch the action on big screens; activities 
for kids including electric go-karts and 
good business at the merchandising stalls. 
In the area between the last and first 
corners of the track, free WiFi was available 
with the slogan ‘Baku Loves You.’

I think it’s fair to say that F1 is starting 
to love Baku too. Indeed, because the 
race has been paid for by the oil-rich 
government, rather than being odd 
bedfellows, Formula 1 is a natural extension 
of Azerbaijan’s ambitions – a rich man’s 
exuberant pursuit.

But it feels as though the Azerbaijan GP 
could be a short-lived experiment and there 
are questions marks over whether it will 
continue beyond the initial five-year deal. 
The event is more reminiscent of the race 
F1 had in Valencia, which was another 
street race characterised by long, bland 
straights. Neither have quite the draw or 
splendour of Singapore, a street race 
that has become an instant classic on 
the calendar.

With the race promoters from 
Copenhagen visiting Azerbaijan last 
weekend (they want to hold an F1 race on 
the Danish capital’s streets from 2020) and 
locations such as Hanoi in Vietnam and 
Miami also in the mix, something must go. 
But given the brilliantly chaotic races Baku 
has held, it would now be ironic and a 
shame if the Azerbaijan GP is now the 
race thathas tomakeway…

F1 RACING ASSOCIATE EDITOR

JAMES
ROBERTS
“The Azerbai
GP could be
short lived”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

Photos: LAT

Russell slams ‘stupid’ de Vries but bounces back with F2 victory

Button to race in World Endurance Championship in Dallara LMP1 car

JensonButtonwillcompeteinthe

WorldEnduranceChampionship

fromtheLeMans24Hours

onwardsafteragreeingadeal

todriveoneof SMPRacing’s

DallaraBR1LMP1cars.

The2009Formula1champion

will joinhisformerMcLaren

team-mateFernandoAlonsoin

takingpartintheWEC,andwill

sharethecarwithfellow

ex-F1driverVitalyPetrov

andMikhailAleshin.

Buttonwon’ttakepart inthe

SuperseasonopeneratSpathis

weekendbecauseof aclashing

SuperGTraceatFuji,butwill

completetherestof thecampaign.

“It’salwaysbeenadreamof

minetoraceatLeMans,I think

it’severydriver’sdreamtotake

partandhopefullygoontoclinch

thatwinatLeMans,andI’m

definitelynodifferent,”said

Button.“WegotoLeMansto

fightforthewin.

“Everydriveraimstowinevery

racetheygoinfor,butIthinkwe

reallydohaveagoodchanceof

beingcompetitiveatLeMans.”

Reigning GP3 champion and 

Mercedes Formula 1 junior 

George Russell rebounded from 

a “stupid” overtaking move from 

Nyck de Vries to win the Formula 

2 sprint race from 12th on the grid. 

After jumping Alexander Albon 

in the pitstops in the feature race, 

Russell built a five-second lead, 

but that was erased by a safety car.

On the restart, Prema Racing 

driver de Vries tried a move up the 

inside at Turn 1, but lost grip on 

the marbles and Russell had to 

avoid the out of control Dutchman.

“You saw de Vries going for 

the overtake on the inside, which 

was completely stupid really, 

considering I was already 

defending,” said Russell, who 

finished 12th of  13 runners. 

Albon went on to win after 

catching and passing Antonio 

Fuoco late on, while Russell’s 

team-mate and Renault F1 junior 

Jack Aitken was the runner-up, 

having started from the pitlane 

after stalling on the formation lap. 

Russell did rebound to win the 

sprint race, which was set up by 

jumping from 12th to fifth at the 

end of  the first lap. He chased 

down Sergio Sette Camara late 

on for the win, while the latter 

was disqualified for not having 

enough fuel left in the car.

FormulaEisevaluatinga

‘Mariokart’ styleof raceformat

fornextseason. Inabid toshake

upraces,whentherewillbeno

needtomakeapitstopbecause

ofanewcarbeing introduced, it

isunderstoodthatFE is looking

atcreatingaspecialsectionof

trackthatwill slowdowndrivers

beforeallowingthemaccess to

thealternativepowermodesthat

willbemandatory fromnext

season.Oncedrivershave

movedofflineandtakenthe

specialpartof the tracktheywill

beable touseth

modes…VirginR
amajoritystake in
FormulaE teamto
renewableenergy

technologycompanyEnvision.There
arealsochangesat thee.damssquad,
withAlainProstsellinghisstakeahead
of the team’s rebadging fromRenault

tches to the
Logano

ong

SCAR

ought

victoryat

adega last

weekend,edgingKurtBuschat

the finish…RobHuffclinchedhis
firstWorldTouringCarCupvictoryat
theHungaroring lastweekendwith
theVolkswagenGolfdriver triumphing
in the reversed-gridsecondrace.
YannEhrlacherwontheopening
race inhisHondaCivicaftergrabbing
the lead into the firstcorner,while
GabrieleTarquini ledhomeaHyundai
podium lock-out in the finale…

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Frenchman led from 

the start in Paris

Brit addsWEC to Super GT

Huff won in WT

Third win of 2017/18

Russell with de Vries (r)
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TylorBallardwasfortunatetoemerge
unscathedfromahugecrashinthe
openingMGTrophyChampionshiprace
atBrandsHatchonSaturday.Ballard,
aclasswinnerintheopeninground
atSilverstone,spunatPaddockHill
beforethecardugintothegravelandwas
launchedintoaspectacularroll.Thecar
landedthecorrectwayupontopofthe
tyrebarrierclosetothespectatorcatch
fencingbutnobodywasinjured.

HELL OF A RIDE AT
BRANDS HATCH

Rivett hails WDEMotorsport team after huge Clio Cup crash

Chandhok to driveWilliams FW08C at Thruxton

Regulation change
for reverse grids

New tyre specification for 2019 BTCC season

Achangehasbeenmadetothe

new-for-2018 fully-reversed

gridracetwoformat inBRDC

BritishFormula3tostop

drivers takingadvantage

of thesystem.

Thenewformatreversesthe

order fromraceone–provided

adriver finishesandsetsa lap

timewithin103percentof the

fastest lap–withpoints

awardedforeveryposition

gainedacrossracetwo.

Priortothesecondroundat

Rockingham,teamsagreed

that foradrivertobeeligible

for thereversedgridtheymust

start fromtheiroriginalgrid

positioninraceone.

Twonewspecification

of Dunlop tyrewill be

introduced into the

BritishTouringCar

Championshipnext season.

Thebrand’s softer version

of the tyrewill be created,

andanewwet-weather cover

is also going tobeassessed.

Dunlop’smotorsport

managerMickyButler

explained: “Therewill be a

polymer change, soweare

lookingat anewsofter tyre.

Iwould like the grip to last a

lot longer sowecan tryand

get themtobeused closer to

their delta.At themoment,

people don’t use their tyres to

themaximumbecause they

are alwaysprotecting them.

People control their pace. I

want it so theydon’t have to.”

Thenew tyreswill be tested

at Snetterton in the summer

during theDunlop test, and

theHondaandWSRteams

will conduct themileage.

Dunlopwill hold another

test atRockinghamat the

endof the season,where it

will dampen the circuit to

tryout thenewwet cover.

Butler added: “There is

quite adifferent philosophy

inhowthisnewwet-weather

tyre is built: this onewill be

moulded.At themoment,

the tyres arehandcutwith

the treadpattern.”

Three-timeRenaultUKClio

CupchampionPaulRivett

saidhisWDEMotorsport

teamperformedan

“incredible job” to repair

his car in time tocompete in

race two followingahefty

shuntatDoningtonPark.

Rivett spunoff while

heading through theCraner

Curveson the first lapof

theopeningcontest andhit

the tyrewallhard, causing

extensivedamage to therear

of his car.Despite the

impact,mechanicswere

able to fix it in time forhim

to finish fourth inrace two.

“Nobody thoughtwe

wouldbebackoutbutwe

knewwewould,” saidRivett.

“I justmissed the tyre

barrierandhit theconcrete

wall backwardsatabout

80mphso I’mfeelingpretty

sore. Itwasamassive impact

– thebiggestone I’vehad in

quitea fewyears.”

WDEbossWayneEason

added: “I think they’re

thebest [mechanics] in

thepaddock.No-oneelse

would’vedonewhat they

managed to.”

Despite thedifficult

weekend, formerpoints

leaderRivettonlydropped

tosecond in thestandings,

fivebehindMaxCoates.

FormerFormula1racer turned

televisionpunditKarun

Chandhokwilldemonstratea

1983WilliamsFW08Cat

Thruxtonduring thecircuit’s

50thanniversarycelebrations

over theweekendof June2/3.

Chandhokwilldrive the

ex-KekeRosbergFordCosworth

DFV-poweredFW08C.Rosberg

finished fifth in thepoints,

winning theMonacoGrandPrix

thatyear.

Hesaid: “I’vedriventhe

WilliamsFW08Cafewtimes

before. It’saveryspecial carwith

itsmanualgearboxandFordDFV

engine. It’sa truly iconicpieceof

kit, andtherearen’tmany

opportunities tosee thesecars in

actionanymore.

“I’ll begiving itablastat the

MonacoHistoricGrandPrix

beforeThruxton’s50th,which

will serveasanicewarm-up.”

Anumberof displayswill

supplement thebilling for the

weekend, includingProdrive.

Photos:GaryHawkins, JakobEbrey

WarronClios
SsangYongChallengepodiumfinisher

LukeWarrmadehisRenaultUKClioCup

debutatDoningtonPark lastweekend

with thesmallBLGteam, takingabest

resultof18th.Heplans touse2018asa

learningyearaheadof2019. “Ididone-

makeracing lastyear in theSsangYong

ChallengebutSsangYongpulledoutand

Iwantedtodosomemoreone-make

racing,”hesaid. “I’m inat thedeepend–

I justhadatrackdayatSnettertonand

adaywithPhilGlewatBlytonPark. I’ve

neverdrivenatDoningtonbeforeand

neverdrivenonslicks.”

F4penalties
TwoBritishFormula4 frontrunnerswere

handedgridpenalties for thenext raceafter

incidents in theDoningtonPark finale.Arden

driverPatrikPasmawasawardeda five-place

penalty forbeingoverlyaggressivewhen

defendingsecondplace fromKiernJewissand

points leaderAyrtonSimmonswasawardeda

10-placepenalty forcollidingwithHampus

Ericsson.

SweetwinforHoneywell
TheHoneywellduoofNeilPlimmerand

TimWheeldonhadtheir firstFunCup

winfor fouryears,whentheywonthe

firstof the twothree-hour racesat

Anglesey lastweekend.Theracewas

marredbyathird-lapaccident,afterAsh

Hall’sTeamBRITcargotoutofshape

exiting theBankingHairpinandChris

Hart,StuartHall,PaulTurnerandAlex

Macleodallpiled in.Turner’s

Despatchbay.commachinewas

avirtualwrite-offbuthewasgiventhe

allclearafterahospitalcheck.Team

Sherardize’sPeterBelshaw/Marcus

Cluttondominatedthesecondrace.

LangtoFunCup
FormerBRDCFormula4racer JackLang

madehisdebut in theFunCupatAnglesey,

sharing theTeamKennedyRacingcarwithRob

Croydon in the firstof the twothree-hour races.

“I hadn’tgotanyplansandthought Iwould

give thisago,but Ihadn’t seen thecaruntil the

pre-race tests,”said theex-Formula Jedi

championandRadicalChallengeracewinner.

“By the time Igot tomysecondrace, thecarhad

started to feel reallygood.”Having run in fourth

formuchof the race,abrokendriveshaft

droppedthemto18that the flag.

Dudley’sdifficultdebut
AngusDudley’sGinettaGT4Supercup

debutendedprematurelyafterdamage

sustained inanoffatDoningtonPark.

Driving forTeamHard,Dudley finished

12thonhisdebutbut retired fromrace

twoaftera tripacross thegrassat

Redgate toreapart the frontendofhis

G55. “Iwentwideandthensuddenly the

frontenddug in,”hesaid,suspension

damageputtinghimoutof the final race.

Tilleybackout
GrahameTilleywashandeda lifeline to return to

GinettaGT4SupercupactionatDonington

Park, racinga loanedG55.Tilley’soriginalcar

washeavilydamaged inanaccident in the

season-opening raceatBrandsHatch,and is

expected toberepaired in time forOultonPark.

In itsplace,Tilley raceda loaned left-hand-drive

Ginetta thathadrecentlyenjoyedarunatPaul

Ricard, theexperiencedracer forced toadapt to

anewconfiguration.Hisbest resultwas13th.

MSAcall for futurestars
TheMotorSportsAssociation is runninga

competition forkart licenceholders to

winachanceto featureonthegridat the

BritishGrandPrixonJuly8,aspartof the

‘F1FutureStars’ initiative.TheFIA is

encouragingyoungdrivers toappearon

gridsaccompanyingF1racers for the

nationalanthembefore thestartof races.

Thecompetition isopentosevento10

year-oldswhoneedtosubmitavideo

messageofaround30seconds

explainingwhytheywant tobea

FutureStar,alongwitha letter from

theirheadteacher.

IN BRIEF

Ballard’s lucky escape after MG crash

RACING NEWS

Thechangeis tostoparepeat

of TristanCharpentier’s

actions fromtheopening

roundatOultonPark,when

theFortecMotorsports

driverpittedat theendof the

formationlapbeforerejoining

behindtherestof the field.He

thenstartedthesecondrace

frompoleposition.

“Theregulationsnowsay

quiteclearly if youdon’tstart

fromyourgridpositionyou’ll

startracetwofromtheback

of thegrid,”saidMotorSport

Vision’sGilesButterfield.

“This [Charpentier’saction]

wasquiteapoorshow, that’s

whyeverybodywantedto

changetheregulation.”

Full-reversed grid format is new for 2018 in British F3

Indian driver Chandhok has driven the car at Goodwood

Rivett crashed his Clio into the 

wall at the Craner Curves
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LigierUKmanagingdirector

RichardDeanhassuggestedthat

theLMP3CupandGTCup

shouldcombinetobecomea

WorldEndurance

Championship-stylemulti-class

eventtocombatlowentries.

LMP3Cup,whilecommended

foritshighqualityof carsand

cost-effectiveness,hasstruggled

withsmallgrids.Initsinaugural

2017seasonnumbersvaried

betweenfiveand10whilein

the’18season-openerat

DoningtonParklastmonth

therewereeightcarspresent,

sevenof whichwere

Ligiers.BoththeLMP3Cupand

GTCuparerunbytheBute

Motorsportconcern.

“Everybody’ssaying‘isn’t it

fantasticthatLMP1inWEChas

takenoff’,andthey’vegoteight

cars,”saidDean,whoisalso

co-ownerof UnitedAutosports,

whichenteredthreecarsinthe

LMP3CupatDonington.

“Icanonlypresumethata

vastmajorityof it isperception,

[that]itgetsabitlostthatthere’s

onlyeightcarsbecauseit’spart

of a30-cargridandhistorically

prototypeshavealwaysrunin

multi-classgrids.

“Perhapsif theBritish

championshipwaslooked

uponlikealittleBritishLe

Mansserieswhereyouhad

thetopclassasprototypesin

amongGTcarstheperception

wouldbedifferent.GTCup–

that’sgot14carsonthegrid,and

[with]eightprototypesyouput

thosetwotogether.Maybe

there’sasolutionstaring

everybodyintheface.”

ButeMotorsport’sChris

Haynessaidthatcombiningthe

twogridswouldgoagainstthe

coreintentionof the

respectivechampionships.

“Itwouldbeeasytosimplyopen

uptheLMP3CuptoourGTcars,”

Haynessaid,“butthiswouldbe

missingthepointof whatthe

twochampionshipsareabout at

their respective core values.

“Havingsaidthat,neversay

neverandwewillalwayslisten

toourdriversandteamsand

thereforeif thereisadesire

forourGTcarstojointhe

fieldthenwewouldhaveto

considerthisoption.

“Iacceptnumbersarebelow

wherewewouldlikethemtobe,

forbothourchampionships.We

expecttobouncebackat[the

nextroundat]BrandsHatch.”

Deanhasconfirmedthat

therewillbenoincreasein

LigierJSP4senteringthenext

LMP3Cupround,followingthe

car’sdebutwhereitwasthesole

classparticipant.ThePT4class

wascreatedfortheJSP4and

RadicalRXC,butsofaronlyone

otherdevelopmentcarhasbeen

builtbytheFrenchfirm.Matt

Bellracedthefirstversionsolo.

LIGIER BOSS SAYS LMP3 CUP AND
GT CUP SHOULD SHARE A GRID

‘Merc rules at
Rockingham’
British GT report, p30

T
heannual Thruxton test
is always a pleasure.
There is something
aboutwatching cars
at that 2.356-mile
circuit that is pleasing.

Looking atBritish TouringCar
newcomers getting to gripswith the
high-speed sweeps is an eye-opener.

Everyone was slightly more relaxed at last
month’s official test too, so there is more
time to chat. Having said that, the WSR
BMW 125i M Sport drivers still managed
to have an hour-long debrief at the end of
the day to make sure its trucks were the
last out of the paddock…

The day was a success, and there were
some stunning lap times, which all bode
well for the three rounds in Hampshire
on May 19/20.

But the highlight of the day for me was a
sneak preview of the new Thruxton Centre,
which has been built on the inside of the
first corner, Allard.

Operations manager Pat Blakeney
showed me around the still-to-be-finished
structure and, even in its partially completed
state, it was jaw-dropping. It affordsviews
of the tracknever seenbeforeandhas
dragged thecircuit into themodernera.

It is a two-storeybuildingwhichwill be
used foramultitudeofpurposes, including
hospitality and facilities for thepublic.

Aswell as its roleon raceweekends, the
centrehasbeendesigned tobeused
throughout theweek too formanufacturer
launchesandconferences, aswell asa
trainingandeducational facility.

Withsuch limited restraints to theon-track
actiondue to thenoiseconstraintsplaced
on thevenue, the£2millionbuildingneeds
towork for a living to recoup the investment
thathasbeenput inby theBritishAutomobile
RacingClub.

Thebuilding itselfmarksabigstep forward
inabigyear for theHampshirecircuit,which
hasacharmandawelcomeunlikemany
other venues in theUK.

It is a track thatnever fails toproduce
stunning racing due to the slipstreaming 
nature of the layout and the heavy braking 
zones. I still remember, about a decade or 
more ago, bumping into photographer Jakob 
Ebrey walking back from the chicane after an 
epic last-lap Mini Se7en showdown, and 
him bubbling to me: “That was the best motor 
race I have ever seen”. 

I am quite sure he still holds that view. 
The facility will be opened, officially, at the 

track’s 50th anniversary meeting on June 
2/3, which will be one of my highlights of the 
season. As well as a host of glorious on-track 
action celebrating decades past (including 
laps from a Williams F1 car driven by Karun 
Chandhok), there will be an array of static 
displays and other sideshows to entertain and 
amuse. It promises tobeanexceptional event. 

EDITOR

MATT
JAMES
“It’s a big yea
for Thruxton
circuit”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

Photos: Ollie Read, Mick Walker, Gary Hawkins

Classic Sports Car Club attracts a record entry

TheClassicSportsCarClub

will fieldarecordentryforthis

weekend’ssecondvisittothe

SilverstoneInternational

Circuit,withinexcessof 400

carssettocompete.

AsMNclosedforpressonMonday,

theclubhadreported407confirmed

entriesacrossits10categories

forthetwo-daymeeting.

TheCSCC’spreviousbenchmark

wasthe374entriesitreceivedfor

aDoningtonParkmeetingback

in2015.

“TheresponsetotheSilverstone

eventisprettyphenomenal,”said

CSCCdirectorDavidSmitheram.

“WedidtheNationalCircuitfor

nineyearsonthetrotandwere

offeredtheInternationallast

seasonforthefirsttime.Wehad

justover350carsforthatmeeting,

butit’sreallytakenoff thisyear.

“Runningoutof theGrandPrix

pitsintheWingisprettyspecial

andthetrackisoneof thelesser

usedinBritishmotorsportsoit

hasanappeal.Plusasaclub

we’vebeenworkinghardtokeep

ourpricescompetitiveandgive

driversagoodexperience.We’ve

regularlyhadmeetingsthathover

aroundthe340-360entriesmark,

buttobreak400isamazing.”

LMP3 Cup has always

struggled for entries

New Jaguar series launched for the over-50s

Anewchampionshiphasbeen

launchedfordriversagedover

50,usingthenewJaguarF-type

GT4,andwillhosta12-event

calendar in 2019.

Series Elite, set-up by Graeme 

Glew of Totally Motorsports, 

will debut with a prologue event 

at Brands Hatch on October 

27/28, running with the British 

Automobile Racing Club.

It will then visit Silverstone, 

Donington Park, Brands Hatch  

and Rockingham in 2019 and 

the organiser is hopeful of  

attracting 20 entries.

“Currently there is no series 

that caters specifically for older 

drivers who want to compete at 

a high-levelwithlike-minded

racers,” saidGlew f

Renault UK

Cup champ

Phil.“We’re

thisgapwith

SeriesElitesupportedby

Jaguar.Ourcompetitorswill

owntheircars,butallthe

otheraspectsof goingracing–

preparing the cars, transporting 

them, arranging hospitality, 

travel and accommodation – 

will be arranged for them. 

“With time at a premium it will 

allow drivers to fulfil their desire 

to go racing with minimal effort 

and fit into their busy lifestyle.

“Our offering will also extend 

off-track too, with high-class 

hospitality and exclusive 

lifestyle events outside of  

race weekends.”

The F-type GT4 was developed 

byJaguar’sSpeci lVehicle 

O Coventry, 

British GT 

the first 

developed by 

min-house

theE-type

weights

e1960s.

Big grids are expected on the Silverstone International circuit

FormerRGBchampion

AlastairBoultonwillmake

his single-seater debut in F1000 

at Cadwell Park next month.

Boulton, who won the RGB 

title in 2010 in a STM Phoenix 

as well as taking front-engine 

class honours in 2011 and ’12, 

has been a regular in the 

series for a number of  years 

but will now take part in the 

F1000 races at Cadwell on 

June 2/3. He also took part 

in the Dutch Supercar 

Challenge season opener at 

Spa last month, winning the 

small class for Radical SR3s.

“My ambition has always 

been to drive single-seaters,” 

he said. “I enjoyed my test 

day in the Jedi [used in 

F1000]andamlooking

forwardtoCadwellwhich

isachallengingcircuit.” Boulton to race 

single-seater
Series Elite
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RGB racer Boulton 
to move to F1000





First race at Monza in 1958

th enjoyed Fiat outing

Livingstonarrives
FormerkarterPierreLivingston

willmakehiscar racingdebut this

summer inaSpeedsport-entered

MerlynMk20 inHistoricFormula

Ford.The18-year-old from

Winchester iscurrently testing

while takinghisA-levelsandplans

toraceatCroft,BrandsHatchand

Silverstonebeforeafull campaign

nextyear. “Thebudgetsaremore

realistic thanmodernsingle-

seaters,”saidLivingston.

Halusas inforce
Threemembersof theHalusa family

will compete in threedifferent races

at theMonacoHistoricGP,headed

byMartin inhis1951Ferrari212

sportscar.Hisolderson,Lukas,will

racea1927BugattiType35Cforhis

Monacodebutwhileyoungerson,

Niklas,will raceaMaserati250F from

the family’s impressivestable.

ClassicLotus11
Anex-factoryLotus11will raceat

theDoningtonHistoricFestival

thisweekend inonly itssecond

outingaftera long layoff from

racing.The1958teamcar forAlan

StaceyatLeMans laterwent to

AfricaandAustraliabeforebeing

boughtandrestoredbyAmerican

racerHarindraDeSilva.Hewill

share thecaratDoningtonandthe

LeMansClassicwithhissonTim.

Pricemakesreturn
JoePrice rallied for the first time inover

ayearwhenhe tackled thehistoric

sectionof thePirelliRally inhisFord

EscortMk2.TheLudlowdriver rolled

outofRallyNorthWales in2017and

satout the restof theseasonwhile

fixing thecar.Plans to returnon this

year’sRallyNorthWaleswere

abandonedduetoengine issues,but

thingswerenot toogood inKielderwith

retirementafteranoff.

‘Banner’backsout
Therewillbeanewwinnerof the

NorthernHistoricRally

Championship thisseasonafter

SteveBannisterelectednot to

registerduringtheseason-

openingPirelliRally.Havingwon

thetitle for the last fiveseasons,

theYorkshire farmerwillonly

contestselectedroundsthis

seasonasanencouraging24

contendersstartedtheKielder

eventonSaturday.

Camp’sbigreward
FreddyCampmadethe400-mile trek

fromNorthDevontoKielderworthwhile

at theweekendby takinghisPeugeot

205GTi toaBHRCclassvictory in the

historicsectionof the rally. “Itwasmy

first time inKielderand thestageswere

lovelyand flowing,”said the former

roadrallyace. “Itwasworth the long

journeyup theM5andM6!”

HISTORICS

‘Formula Atlantic’ Mallock to return

TheMallockMk20Clubmans

carthatwasoriginallybuiltas

aFormulaAtlanticsingle-

seaterwillbebackontrack

thisseasoninClassic

Clubmansinthehandsof

AdrianHoley.

Backin1979AlanWebb

persuadedArthurMallockto

buildoneof thelastsingle-

seaterMallocks,butthe

projectwasabandonedatthe

endof theseasonandthe

chassiswasconvertedto

Clubmanstrimforformer

McLarendirector

CreightonBrown.

Later,thecarwasownedby

HughChamberlainandHoley

recentlyacquiredthecar

fromhim.

“Ithasnotracedforatleast

20years,”saidHoley,whowas

deniedadebutraceat

Snetterton10daysagoafteran

oilsealfailedinqualifying.

Formula Junior hits its 60th anniversary since maiden race

FormulaJunior,theworld’s

mostprolifichistoricracing

categorycelebratedits60th

birthdaylastweek.

InlateApril1958thefirst

FormulaJuniorracetookplace

atMonza.Therewereeightcars

on the grid and the winner was

Roberto Lippi in a Stanguellini.

Sixty years on, the category’s

Diamond Jubilee World Tour

will conclude with a record-

breaking entry of well over 100

cars, racing in two grids at the

Silverstone Classic (July 20-22).

“This year marks the

culmination of our amazing

three-year World Tour, with

close to 350 drivers taking part,”

said Formula Junior guru,

Duncan Rabagliati.

ByPaulLawrence

Oneof the earliest-
surviving TVRswill be back
racing next seasonafter
KevinKivlochanbought
oneof three 1955models,
simply knownas the TVR
OpenSports.

This was the first tubular

chassis design from TVR,

which started producing cars

in 1947. Kivlochan’s car,

registered 223 EMA, has been

stored in a barn in Scotland

for over 30 years but should be

racing in the Woodcote Trophy

next season.

The Open Sports was built by

TVR founder Trevor

Wilkinson and was raced at

times, including at Brands

Hatch in 1955, with a 1500cc

Coventry Climax engine. Only

three of the 500kg cars were

thought to have been built and

one is missing and the other

one is in the US. Wilkinson

also used 223 EMA as a road

car. The design was sold to the

US where more cars was built

under the Jomar brand.

“It seems to have been raced

in the early 1980s in Scotland

and then stored in a barn,”

said Morgan racer Kivlochan.

“It is all there but it needs a

complete rebuild. It’s a

fascinating car. My aim is that

it punches above its weight.”

Kivlochan has entrusted the

project to Richard Walbyoff at

RW Racing Services near

Brackley for a complete

restoration this winter.

“We’re going to try and

gather all the bits that we

need over the summer months

so that Richard and his team

can push ahead with it when

the racing season ends,”

added Kivlochan.

One of just three Open Sports found in Scottish barn

RARE TVR SET TO
RETURN TO ACTION

DOWNTHE

PUB
WITH
FRED
WAKEMAN
Trans-Atlantic racer

Age: 52Lives:Connecticut,USA

IN BRIEF

‘Livingston plans
a full season’
Karter’s historic debut, below
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He only races in Europe
“I don’t race in the ’States at all. I’m 

here in the UK maybe 10 days a 

month for work so I try and fit that 

around racing. I have enough 

control of my schedule to do that. I 

work in finance. I lived in the UK for 

20 years and only moved back in 

2015, so I’m used to the climate.”

It started at Goodwood
“I went to the Goodwood Revival 

about 15 years ago. I’d always 

been interested in cars as I grew up 

in California so I had Healeys and 

Triumphs as a kid. They were just 

road cars and I did some 

restoration. Then I went to the 

Revival and it was a real time 

capsule and a complete eye-

opener for me.”

He soon got his first car
“I’d never seen anything like it 

before in my life. I went twice and 

then thought I wanted to be on the 

other side of the barriers so the first 

car I bought was an AC Ace, which 

was a lovely car. I raced that and 

then was eager to find a bit more 

power, so I bought the Cooper-

Jaguar T38.”

He shares with Patrick 
Blakeney-Edwards
“I took a bit of a risk because it had 

not been out much, but it has been 

a fantastic car. Then it just 

snow-balled from there and I share 

the cars with Patrick Blakeney-

Edwards and he looks after them. 

I’m still having as much fun as I did 

on day one.”

They now have a Rover
“The Frazer-Nash is a great car to 

drive and they are a great group of 

people at the VSCC. We’re now 

going to give the Rover Vitesse a go 

in Historic Touring Cars, which is 

my first time on slicks. But I think my 

favourites are the Cooper and the 

Nash. I’ve had a decent amount of 

success with both cars.”

Donington is next
“It’s the camaraderie of it all, the 

history of the cars and the race 

meetings just go from strength to 

strength. I don’t do any racing at 

home and I’ve no interest in doing 

that. My cars are here in the UK and 

it’s about the people. It’s not just the 

racing that interests me. I’ll have 

three cars at Donington this 

weekend for the Historic Festival 

and then it’s off to Monaco with the 

Cooper in the 1950s sportscar 

race. Monaco is a fantastic circuit 

but there is no room for error.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence, Jakob Ebrey

TVR Open Sports 

raced in 1955

Wakeman: Goodwood fan
Camp fought to Kielder win

Smith makes historic rallying comeback with original Fiat 131 on the Pirelli Rally

Peter Smith returned to rallying 

a historic car on the Pirelli Rally 

when he drove his Fiat 131 in 

competition for the first time.

In his first two-wheel-drive 

rally for two years, Smith drove 

the Fiat last used by Julian 

Reynolds to take third on the

2014 Roger Albert Clark Rally.

It was the original 131 built by

Rally Sport Developments.

“It’s 10 years since I returned

to rallying on this event and I

just wanted to get some miles

id Smith, who

C

section of  the event. “It is a 

full FIA-spec historic and 

e’ll review what we do next 

his rally,” said the 

hire driver.

Le Mans Lotus will be racing

Final stage gearbox failure 
cost British crew Andrew 
Smith and James 
Cottingham back-to-back 
victories on Tour Auto Optic 
in their Ford GT40. They 
won 10 of the 14 special 
stages and races across five 
days of competition in 
France, but the last-gasp 
failure gifted victory to the 
Lotus Elan 26R of Swiss 
driver Raphael Favaro.
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Tanak dominated to

worry his WRC rivals

Makinen (left)

HOW TANAK AND TOYOTA MADE THEIR MARK IN ARGENTINA PAGE 22

RALLY NEWS

TOYOTA PUSHES FOR
EVEN MORE PACE

ByDavidEvans

Despiteacrushing
performanceon lastweek’s
RallyArgentina,Toyota is
ready to turn thescrewon
its rivalswithevenmore
developmentscomingfor
theYarisWRC.

InaruthlessvictoryinVilla

CarlosPaz,theFinnish-based

teamdemonstratedthesortof

dominancenotseenpreviously

inthisgenerationof WorldRally

Cars.OttTanakwon10of thefirst

12longgravelstages.TheEstonian

wentontoclaimthevictoryby37.7s.

Despitethenatureof the

triumph,whichwasTanak’s

firstforthesquadhejoinedatthe

startof theseason,teamprincipal

TommiMakinentoldMotorsport

Newsthenextstepisjustaround

thecornerfortheYarisWRC.

ToyotaGazooRacing’sengine

partner,Cologne-basedToyota

Motorsport, isworkingonan

evolutionwhichwilldelivereven

moreperformancefromwhatis

alreadyrecognisedasoneof the

strongestpowerplantsinthe

servicepark.

Theteamwillplaya

homologationjokeronitsengine

intimeforitshomeevent,the

season’sfastestouting:Rally

FinlandinJuly.

Makinensaid:“Wewillhavean

evolutioninFinland.Ithinkwhere

they[TMG]haveconcentratedis

intheareawheretheyusethe

engine,theyaregivingusmore

torque.Idon’thavenumbers,

Idon’tknowatthetopendof

theengineintermsof poweris

thereanymore?Idon’tknow.

Butitwillmaketheenginea

littlebiteasiertodrive.”

Whilethefinalengine

specificationforFinlandhasn’t

beensignedoff yet,thenew

motorhasmadeitswayfrom

ColognetoPuuppolawhere

testinghasbegun.

Toyota’stechnicaldirectorTom

FowlertoldMN:“We’restill

workingthroughthenewpartsfor

theenginethatwillbeputforward

forthehomologationjoker.Like

Tommisaid, it’saboutdriveability.

Thetargethasbeentomakealess

peakyengine,butatthesametime

wewanttokeepthesametop-end

power–anythingthatlosespower

isn’tacceptable.Butwewantto

widenthedriveability.That’swhat

we’reaimingat;wewillhavethe

sametop-endinFinland,but

therewillbeawidertorqueband.”

Thisenginedevelopmentcomes

ontopof arevisedsuspension

set-up,whichhelpedTanakfeel

ascomfortableashe’severfelt

inarallycarinVillaCarlosPaz.

Makinendeniedthatanyof the

developmentswerenoticeably

bigstridesforward.

Hesaid:“Thesuspensionisnot

abigthing,weimprovedthe

damper,weworkedwithwhatwe

had.Wearelearningmoreafter

everyrally.Weareworkingin

everyareaallof thetime:we

reducetheweightallthetime,

it’slotsof littlethingslikethis.

Thesteeringandthegeometry

of thiscarwerealwaysverygood–

afterthatit’saboutfindingthe

besteverset-upandmaybethat’s

whatwedidinArgentina.”

TherewasconcernfromTanak’s

rivals,withonedrivertellingMN:

“Westudiedthedataatthelast

roundinCorsica.Haveyouseen

howmuchthosethings[theYaris

WRCs]aretakingbetweenthe

corners?Thespeedforthatcar

from75kph[46mph]to150kph

[93mph]isjustincredible.That

engineissostronganywayand

nowthey’recomingwithmore!

Historically,we’vealwaysseen

strongenginesfromToyota–OK,

weknowwhathappenedwiththeir

enginein1995[whenToyotawas

caughtrunningwithanillegal

turbocharger]butafterthat,

remembertheCorolla?Theengine

intherewasalwayssostrong–we

knowthatTMGisworkingall

of thetimeonthisinCologne.”

ThierryNeuville,Tanak’s

closestrivalinArgentinatold

MN:“I’mnothappythatforthe

firsttwodayswewerenotableto

setafastesttime,evenwhenIwas

pushinghard.Theyhavemade

asteptoimproveandtheyare

strong.Thisisembarrassingforus.”

Tanakadmittedhisspeedin

Argentinahadbeenbuilding

sinceMexico.

“If youlookinMexicoand

Corsica,thespeedwasnotsobad

thereeither,”hesaid.“Buthere

inArgentinaIreallyfeltso

comfortablewiththecar.Wecan

reallydosomethingwiththiscar

andwithallof theteambehindme

andworkingwithme,it’sreally

nice.Everythingislookinggood.”

Makinenconfirmedapossible

agreementtorunNasser

Al-Attiyahonfourroundsof this

year’sWRChasstalled.TheFinn

admittedhewasstillwillingto

considerthepotentialforhiring

aYarisWRCtoaprivatedriver,

butthefocuswouldverymuch

remainonthefactoryteam.

Photos:mcklein-imagedatabase.com

No let-up in tweaks, despite Argentina successes

Despite Ott Tanak moving 

further ahead of  his Toyota 

team-mates in the drivers’ 

championship, team 

principal Tommi Makinen 

has ruled out the use of  

team orders. For now.

Tanak stays third in the 

championship race, but 

he’s closed the gap on 

Thierry Neuville and 

Sebastien Ogier to 18 

and 28 points respectively.

Makinen told MN: 

“Personally, my feeling is 

to let the drivers do their 

own rallies. It’s important to 

bring two of the cars home 

in the best possible position 

for the championship, but 

it’s too early to be thinking 

about [team orders]. I would 

like to keep the drivers 

doing their own thing. And 

can you imagine in Finland, 

if  I talked to them [about 

team orders]? It would make 

them very worried if  I was 

Makinen won’t consider team orders
telling them to slow down 

in Finland!” 

Tanak agreed with that 

policy, adding: “I fight for 

myself. We are still so early 

in the championship, it’s 

not about that. We are very 

open, everybody can have 

what they want in the team, 

for me there is no first, 

second or third driver. I will 

focus on my job and Jari-

Matti must focus on his job.” 

On the subject of  Latvala, 

Makinen said his senior 

driver needed to put his 

latest retirement out of  

his mind. He said: “We can 

forget it quickly, but we try 

to support Jari-Matti to 

make sure that he forgets it 

quickly as well. We need 

him to go forward to the 

next rally. It was a big, big 

disappointment, but 

for him it wasn’t as big 

as Australia – he dealt 

with this better.”
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Rovanpera was checked

over after nasty crash

SebastienOgier’sWorldRally

Championship challenge could 

come in for a four-point boost on 

Friday, when the appeal for his 

Rally Mexico penalty is heard 

in Paris.

The M-Sport Ford star was 

given a 10-second penalty after he 

hit the chicane in the powerstage 

at the Leon-based event. 

Originally, Ogier’s time for the 

LasMinastestwasjust0.4sshyof

Ott Tanak’s benchmark, but the 

addition of  10s dropped him to 

seventh. Only the top five score 

points in the powerstage. 

Team principal Malcolm 

Wilson told MN: “We are 

confident in the case we’ll be 

putting forward on Friday. We 

intend to see this one through 

and Seb [Ogier] and Julien 

[Ingrassia,co-driver]areof

exactly the same mind.”

Ogier is unlikely to make the 

hearing due to testing 

commitments in Portugal, but 

it’s understood he could make 

comments to the appeal via a 

video link. Deputy team 

principal Rich Millener and 

M-Sport’s legal representative 

will be in Paris.

Seventeen-year-oldKalle

Rovanperawashospitalisedafter

crashingoutof lastweek’sRally

Argentinaatmorethan100mph.

TheSkodafactorydriverwas

leadingtheWRC2categorywhen

hecrashedoff theroadonthe

secondstageonSundaymorning.

HisSkodaFabiaR5gotoutof shape

onafastleft-rightsection,was

pitchedupontwowheelsandrolled

overatentandintoacarpark.

RovanperatoldMN:“Itwasabig

accident.Itwasmyfault, Igotthis

sectionwrong–Imadethemistake

intherecce.”

Rovanperawastakentohospital

inCordobaforabrainscanafter

hecomplainedof dizziness.He

wasallowedbacktotheteamhotel

onSundaynight.

“Itwasreallyabadendtowhat

hadbeenagoodrallyforme,”he

said.“IreallywantedtowinWRC2

hereandIwaspushingforthat. I

learnedalotfrommyfirstvisit

here,exceptforMonteCarlo

maybethisistherallywhereI

learnedthemost.”

Askedabouthiscarlanding

amongparkedspectatorcars,

Rovanperasaid:“Maybethis

wasn’tthebestplacetoputthem.

It’snotsoniceaplacetoland.”

TheFinn’snextWRCoutingwill

beathomeinJuly.

‘Clacton Rally could
join Asphalt series’
Calendar discussions, p17
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Ogier’s appeal against Mexico penalty to be decided this week

Ingram eyeing ERC 
attack in Canaries

Rovanpera hospitalised after huge accident on Rally Argentina

Chris Ingram is hoping a good 

result at this weekend’s Canary 

Islands Rally will be enough for 

him to put together a challenge for 

this year’s European Rally 

Championship title.

Ingram won last year’s ERC U27 

title and is chasing the U28 award 

in 2018 after winning the class 

with fourth overall on the season 

opening Azores Rally.

“If  we can do something special 

in the Canaries, we need to be 

looking at the overall 

championship,” he  told MN. 

“After Canaries, it’s the Acropolis 

and Cyprus rallies. At the 

moment, we’re not down for those, 

but I’d love to go there and fight for 

the championship. 

“Let’s see what’s possible. For 

now, I’ll chase a repeat of  our U28 

win in the Azores. This is my first 

time in the Fabia on asphalt, but 

we had a good test. I’ve only been 

to the Canaries once before, I won 

my class there last year.”

The Las Palmas-based event 

starts on Thursday evening and 

finishes after 14 all-asphalt stages 

and 125 miles of  competition on 

Saturday evening. Ingram will 

face the likes of  Alexey Lukyanuk  

and Hyundai debutante Jose 

Antonio Suarez. AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“Ogier admitte
that he’d bottl
it this time”

F
or three nights in succession, 
the first point of discussion over 
a dinner in Argentina was Ott 
Tanak’s spellbinding speed. 
Empanadas done and with a not 
insignificant amount of cow 

placed before us, we tackled the slightly more 
taxing question: what about Sebastien Ogier?

Prior to the start of Rally Argentina, all the talk had 
been about the celebrated Frenchman nailing the one 
that got away. Three times he’d been runner-up in Villa 
Carlos Paz, but surely this time he would be walking 
away with the only piece of winning silverware missing 
from his impressive collection… 

Er, no. Missed again.
Doubtless, he suffered running first on the road and 

was quick to point out just how tough that position 
remained. “We saw in Mexico how difficult Thierry 
[Neuville] found it, he was up the bank and in the 
ditch… It’s not easy.”

At the end of day one, he was satisfied with what he’d 
achieved from his Friday drive. Now, he wanted to 
focus on a podium for the weekend. The win, for him, 
was already gone. Tanak’s pace was too much.

So, we prepared ourselves for the usual Saturday 
charge, the now-expected blizzard of scratch times 
which would carry the #1 Ford Fiesta WRC back up 
the leaderboard. But they never came. And Ogier 
remained a subdued fourth, having consistently lost 
time to Dani Sordo.

Asked late on Saturday if he’d studied Sordo’s split 
times, the defending champion looked mildly irked and 
asked what would be the point when the Spanish 
Hyundai was a minute up the road?

Was it Ogier or was it the Ford Fiesta WRC? Being 
honest, none of the M-Sport Ford men covered 
themselves in glory; South American first-timer 
Teemu Suninen probably took the most from the 
weekend, bagging plenty of experience on his way to a 
distant ninth.

Ogier, however, wasn’t himself. On hearing of 
Breen’s roll as he sat in the fog waiting to start Cuchilla 
Nevada he questioned the sense in hurling himself 
down the road at 100mph with next-to-no visibility. Big 
enough to admit he’d bottled it, he settled down, 
thought about the championship and spent Sunday 
fending off Andreas Mikkelsen’s attentions. Fourth 
wasn’t the end of the world.

Sixth wasn’t the end of the world for his team-mate 
Elfyn Evans. But there’s a growing sense of concern 
about the Welshman – and nowhere is that concern 
greater than in the car itself. Evans came within an ace 
of winning this event last year and this time around, 
comparatively speaking, he was nowhere. 

It’s Elfyn’s performance that raises questions about 
the Fiesta on low-grip rallies like Argentina and Wales. 
With the DMACK beneath him on both rallies last year, 
Elfyn was able to show Ogier the way home. Yet on 
Michelins neither shone. It came as no surprise to see 
Malcolm Wilson surrounded by M-Sport’s finest 
engineers crunching the numbers late into Saturday 
night. That process will continue long into this week on 
their arrival back in Cumbria.

The good news for them is what comes next: 
Portugal, where there’s generally more grip around. 
And Ogier won last year. So, normal service will be 
resumed in Matosinhos week after next? Not if the 
on-form and flying Ott Tanak has anything to say.

Ogier could get a boost

Volkswagen 
Motorsport has 
confirmed its 
Polo GTI R5 will 
make its rally 
debut in Spain in 
October. The 
German firm 
has delayed 
homologation of 
the car, which 
was originally 
scheduled to 
have its first 
event outing on 
its home WRC 
counter in 
Germany in 
August.

FIA WANTS WRC PRIVATEERS
The FIA has tabled a discussion to 

modify current World Rally Cars 

in an effort to attract more 

privateers into the sport.

The discussion formed part of  

the governing body’s so-called 

‘World Rally Car vision’ meeting 

in Geneva last month, where all 

aspects of  the World Rally Car’s 

future were debated for the first 

time. As well as the expected 

outline discussions about how to 

power World Rally Cars of  the 

future, the dwindling entry lists in 

some WRC rounds were also 

under the microscope.

One source told MN: “We’re 

investigating the potential for 

putting a 34mm restrictor into the 

current World Rally Cars. One of  

the concerns about the new 

generation of  cars was that they 

could be too fast for some privateer 

or gentlemen drivers. Taking the 

restrictor down would take them 

back to where the previous 

generation cars were. We need to 

see more cars competing and it 

would be nice to see these cars 

outside of  the WRC.”

M-Sport’s Malcolm Wilson was 

in favour, saying: “We’re not 

selling cars, so we’re keen to look 

at anything that can change that 

and bring the revenue we need to 

compete at the highest level. 

There’s a real desire to see these 

cars in national championships.”

Toyota’s Tommi Makinen 

echoed those sentiments, but 

added that he didn’t see the need to 

cut the power. “I’m not sure about 

that [34mm restrictor],” he said. 

“I’m not sure these cars are too 

dangerous. But it would be 

interesting to see them back in 

places like the European Rally 

Championship.”

FIA rally director Yves Matton 

wouldn’t be drawn on specifics of  

the meeting, but told MN: “We 

had a very productive meeting 

with the manufacturers about 

the middle and long-term vision 

concerning WRC Cars. 

“We will continue to discuss 

and study the possibilities for our 

discipline, which has different 

challenges to some other forms 

of  motorsport.”





Former Scottish Rally

Championship frontrunner

Quintin Milne is set to return

to rallying, despite being issued

with a 10-year international

banfordrivingan unauthorised

vehicle in Scottish forests.

Milne was caught on a

motorbike on Forestry

Commission Scotland land

on multiple occasions, and was

banned by the Motor Sports

Council National Court.

The ban applies to

international events and

is inforced by the FIA, but

Milne can compete in events

organised by governing bodies

not affiliated with the FIA. This

has opened up the opportunity

to compete in Spain.

“I’m hoping to do the last

three rounds of the year in

either a Subaru S10 or an R5

before an assault on the full

championship next year,”

Milne said.

“We’ll maybe do a couple of

Tarmac rounds too depending

on my work schedule.

“The [Spanish] events are at

BRC level with a proper recce

which will help me get to grips

with the local knowledge.

“I have had no issue at all

obtaining a licence as like

in America, they govern

themselves. I can’t do the

WRC or ERC round or any

other event that has ties to the

MSA/FIA bureaucracy, but

I wouldn’t have done them

anyway as my budget wouldn’t

stretch that far.”

Although Milne can no longer

enter a UK event, he insists a

change was needed anyway,

with Spain the perfect

destination given he was

already moving over there.

“There looks to be a huge

clubman entry with some top

R5 teams around like the UK,

but on Tarmac three-litre

Porsches are allowed which

is cool, and turbo restrictors

are 36mm rather than 34mm

so I look forward to the extra

power at my disposal.

“I’ve had many good results

and done most of the British

events several times. That

gets very repetitive, so I fancied

a change forced or not.”

‘First international and

BRC win for Edwards’
Pirelli International report, p20
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Co-driver Paula Swinscoe returns home from hospital after Speyside Stages crash

Scott gets John Horton nomination for end of season shootout

Indri switches to Mitsubishi for Manx

MartinScotthasclaimedthe

secondJohnHortonAward

nominationaftertheSpeyside

StagesRallylastmonth.

Theaward–giveninhonourof

co-driver,RallyGBpressofficer

andeventorganiserHortonwho

passedawayin2016–involves

anendof seasonshootout

wheredriversareassessedto

decideawinner.Thevictorious

driverreceivestuitionfrom

doubleBritishRallychampion

TapioLaukkanen.

Scott,aMitsubishiLancerE9

driver,dominatedClass9on

theApril21eventinElgin,and

will joinpreviouswinnerPaddy

Munrointhefinal.

“Weblewthegearboxduring

oursmalltestmeaningwewere

chasingourtailtoevenmake

theevent,”Scottrevealed.“I

hadn’tsatinarallycarfor18

monthssotheeventwaspurely

aboutseattime.Wesetoff witha

plantogetthroughthemorning

andthenhaveabigpushthrough

GartlyMoor[SS6and8]and

Balloch[SS7and9].

“Gartlyisinmyopinionthebest

stageinScotlandsoweknewwe

couldmakeuptimeinthere,and

wecameoutof Ballochinthe

classleadbyoveraminutesowe

justpreserveditfromthere.”

John Indri has purchased 

an R5-spec Mitsubishi Mirage 

which will see a return to 

his synonymous yellow 

livery for the multiple 

national rally winner.

The experienced Colchester 

driver is well known for rallying 

yellow cars, most notably a 

Metro 6R4 and Darrian T90 GTR. 

More recent outings in a 

blue Subaru Impreza S11 WRC 

and white Ford Fiesta R5

haven’t brought him much

luck, prompting a return to

his favourite colour scheme.

His first event in the car will

be the Manx National Rally

next weekend.

“The handling of the Mirage is

fantastic, so I think it will work 

very well over the jumps and 

bumps of  the Manx, and the 

five-speed gearbox is one of  

the best I’ve ever come across,” 

said Indri. “The car also looks 

a lot nicer in real life, a bit like 

the Metro 6R4 did.”

Indri contested last month’s 

Rally Tendring and Clacton in 

his Ford Escort Mk2, which was 

his first multi-venue rally since 

2016 as well as his first rally in

eight months, and finished

ninth. “I’ll be doing two back-to-

back closed-roadeventswhich

isgreat fun,”addedIndri.“It’sgot

tobethewayforwardforTarmac

rallyinginthiscountry.

“Therewasastage[onClacton]

PaulaSwinscoehasreturned

homefromhospitalafter

undergoingabdominalsurgery

followinganaccidentonlast

month’sSpeysideStages.

SwinscoeanddriverGarry

Pearsonwerecompetingonthe

secondroundof theScottish

RallyChampionshipwhen

theirFordFiestaR5leftthe

roadonSS4.

Swinscoewasairliftedto

hospitalwhereshespentthe

nextweekreceivingtreatment

forherinjuries.

“ThegoodnewsisthatI’mon

themend,”Swinscoesaid.

“Webothgotoutsafelydue

toafantasticbuildfromM-Sport

andDomBuckleyRSC.

“BigthanksmustgotoGarry

andhisteamforbeingso

supportive,andtoallthemedics,

organisers, familyandfriends

whohavegotmetothispoint.”

Swinscoeisexpectedtomiss

therestof theSRCseasonas

sherecoversfromsurgery.

Pearsonadded:“Weallwish

Paulaaspeedyrecovery,but

hopefullywecanbebackout

onthestagessoon.”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP NATIONAL EDITOR

T
he future direction
of the British Rally
Championship is a hotly
contested debate in the
service park, and one
that has many answers

and not many solutions. Something
MN intends to help address in next
week’s issue.

Butbefore that, therewasencouraging
signs fromthePirelliRally lastweekend.

It seems the case that the so-called ‘larger’ 
events on the BRC calendar are always 
striving for two days. Indeed the Pirelli broke 
the mould and scaled back the number of 
days to a single run. While some may feel the 
entry fee for the event is steep for a single day, 
it is an international event and the Kielder 
complex certainly provided a test for the 
opening round of the championship. 

Condensing to one day has one very obvious 
and necessary benefit for the BRC moving 
forward. The championship needs to find a 
way to reduce costs as spending well north of 
£300,000 to run an R5 car isn’t sustainable 
and that is why there hasn’t been an increase in 
the number of top-line cars each year. 

Although it may not be a cost in terms of 
money directly, giving a day back to the drivers 
is a good thing. The majority are businessmen 
and use holidays to do BRC events, meaning 
time away from their business and work piling 
up on the desk ready for a return.

Sure, the drivers would prefer 8000 miles of 
stages over the course of five weeks, but 
that’s not obtainable, is it?

On a similar note, is the BRC simply too 
focused on purely aiming for the stars? The 
mantra is that it must have longer events, it 
must have the top machinery, it must have 
gravel and Tarmac and it must have high 
profile drivers to fight against.

Perhaps the BRC would be better if it 
focused on the crews that want to do it, or 
at least cutting to the core of what a BRC 
competitor actually is and wants. Until that’s 
defined, creating a championship for that 
competitor won’t be easy. 

On another note, this is my first opportunity 
to congratulate the Chelmsford Motor Club 
on a fantastic event in Clacton-on-Sea two 
weekends ago. While the news section’s job 
in MN is merely to report the facts devoid of 
opinion, I can say in here that the event was 
excellent. The organising team didn’t bite off 
more than it could chew and they must be 
proud, and a glance to the left shows they 
have big plans moving forward. 

And finally, a nod to Rally2WD. My last 
column was headlined ‘Rally 2WD was 
brilliant, but not needed’, when it should have 
been ‘Rally2WD was brilliant, but shouldn’t 
have been needed’. I wanted to point out the 
fact that organisers should be able to seed 
events based on their competitors and the 
local spectators entering their forests. I once 
again commend Rally2WD for finding 
a much needed solution to the problem – 
albeit a problem that shouldn’t have existed. 

Scot is heading

for sun in Spain

BANNED MILNE SET FOR
RALLY RETURN IN SPAIN

JACK
BENYON
“Pirelli delivered 
with new 
one-day format”

Indri has tested R5-spec Mirage before Douglas  Manx visit

Scott has made strong return

less than two miles from my 

house, and if  you can do that 

in Essex then there should 

be some fantastic rallies on 

the horizon in rural Wales.”

Three Mirages punctuate the 

Manx entry, with Jamie Jukes 

and Phil Hopkins joining Indri. 
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CLACTONRALLYCOULD JOIN
THEMSAASPHALT SERIES

ByJackBenyon

Lastmonth’sRallyTendring&
Clactonhasemergedasa
leadingcontender foraspoton
theMSAAsphaltRally
Championshipcalendar,
MotorsportNewshas learned.

Theeventwasthefirst torunundernew

closed-roadlegislation,whichmovedthe

powertograntaclosed-roadordertothe

MotorSportsAssociation–theUK’s

motorsportgoverningbody–andthe

localauthorityrelevanttotheevent.

TheClacton-on-Sea-basedeventwas

deemedasuccesswithpositivefeedback

fromteams,crewsandspectatorsalike.

EventdirectorTonyClementssaid:

“We’vebeenobservedbythenational

Tarmacchampionship, Iwouldsuspect

theyareverykeentohaveusintheir

championship,andif wecanagree

terms,we’dbeverykeentobeincluded

intheirchampionship.”

Clementsiskeentolengthenmultiple

stagesfornextyear, takingtheeventpast

thecurrent45-miletotal length.

BTRDApresidentMikeBroadsaidthe

ideaof theeventbeingincludedinthe

Asphaltchampionshipcalendar will be

discussed at its next meeting.

“We will seriously consider putting it

in for next year, but with dialogue with

the organisers to see if they want to be in

the championship this early in its life,”

said Broad. “I don’t want to add any

unwanted pressure on to those who run

the event, so we need to discuss this with

them. It’s probably a bit early for

anything concrete, but we’ll certainly

discuss the event at our next meeting.”

One possible issue with the event is

that it runs close to the Manx National,

which Broad referred to as a “big issue”,

although the Rally Tendring & Clacton

date for next year is still under

discussion. It was thought it could move

into a March date, but after discussions

with the local council it looks set to stay

in a late April slot.

The MSA Asphalt Championship is

back this year after a hiatus, and has

attracted over 100 registrations. Its

second round – following the Tour of

Epynt in March – is the Manx National

on May 11.

Williams seals BRC 
Adam R2 deal
James Williams is hoping 

to challenge for the 

Prestone Motorsport 

News Junior British Rally 

Championship, after a 

podium on his debut 

in a Vauxhall Adam R2.

The Welshman is in 

his second year of  JBRC, 

having previously run a 

Ford Fiesta R2T before 

switching to the Opel 

versionof theAdamforlast

year’sIsleof Manround.

Thedealtocompetein

thecar intheBRCwas

completedintheweek

leadinguptothePirelli,

havingdrivenanAdamtoa

classwinontheBTRDA-

openingCambrianRally.

“Theplanhadalways

beentodoBRCthisyear

again,thatwastheright

stepforme,butit’s just

beentrickytogetsorted,”

Williamssaid.

“Wemanagedtoget

somethingtogetherin

thelastweek,sonowwe

canconcentrateonthe

seasonahead.”

Williamsledaclose

battleforsecondplacefor

muchof theeventandwas

assuredof theplacewhen

rivalJoshMcErlean’s

enginefailed.

“Ireallydidnotexpectto

finishonthepodium,”said

Williams.“Thepacewehad

withsuchlimitedtimein

thecarhasbeenabsolutely

fantastic.It’sbeenagreat

starttotheseason.”

Theclasswaswonby

NorwegianSteveRokland.

Despiterollingoutof thePirelli

InternationalRally,DavidBogie

stillbelieveshecanfightforthe

BritishRallyChampionshiptitle.

TheDumfriesdriverslidwideand

thenintoabank,whichinvertedhis

CA1SportSkodaFabiaR5onthe

firststageof therally.Splittimeshad

himfastesttothatpoint.

“Itwasdisappointingasweplayed

ourjoker,”said2011championBogie.

“Wejusthavetoscoreconsistentlynow.

“I’mconfidentstill inmypace.

Hadwenotmadethatmistakethere’s

everychancethatcouldhavebeenour

rally.Theconfidenceisstill there.”

Theaccidentwasattributedto

nothavingenoughheatinthe

harder-compoundDMACKtyre.

“I’mnotblamingthetyreasthe

DMACKsareverygood,”addedBogie.

“MaybeIunderestimatedthetyre

takesalittlewhiletogetuptospeed.”

Despitedramaticpicturesonsocial

media,therewasminimaldamageto

hiscar,whichwillbeinactiononthe

RSACScottishRallyonMay18/19.

CA1 Sport team boss Martin

Wilkinson believes his driver Rhys

Yates will consistently fight for

wins and the title in the British

Rally Championship this year.

Yates – who is starting his fourth

full season of rallying – took second

on the Pirelli Rally last weekend,

his best BRC finish to date.

After switching to a Skoda Fabia

from a Ford Fiesta, and joining

the CA1 Sport team, Wilkinson

is certain of Yates’ credentials.

“Yes [he can fight for the

championship],” said Wilkinson.

“We have high hopes for Rhys.

Through the year I think you’ll see

Rhys’s pace improve more than

anybody else in the championship.

“He will fight for wins, 100 per

cent, without a doubt. The plan for

him for this rally [Pirelli] was to

use some of the things we’ve been

working on with driving style and

to get to the end and he’s done that

and not put a mark on the car. He’ll

definitely be fighting for wins.”

Wilkinson – who engineered Colin

David Bogie will continue in BRC after roll that ended Pirelli bid
Wilkinson: Yates to
fight for BRC wins

McRae and Carlos Sainz at M-Sport –

has helped improve a number of 

drivers including Fredrik Ahlin 

and David Bogie.

Of Yates’ surprise performance, 

Pirelli Rally winner Matt Edwards 

added: “I wouldn’t say he wasn’t 

on the radar because that’s not fair, 

but he went really well and he said 

the car seems to suit him better. 

It’s really good to have another 

name up there.”

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Rally damage On Event

Accident damage On Track

Storage and Transit

Comprehensive motorsport insurance products to keep you on track;

Liability   

Personal Accident

Track day

Log on to www.ryanmi.com to obtain your online quote

Email – info@ryanmi.com Tel – +44 (0)1799 524202
Ryan Motorsport Insurance Limited is an appointed representative (557405) of Independent Broking Solutions Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Its Financial Services Register number is 312026

Advertising enquiries motorsport-news.co.uk  MAY 2 2018  17

Event and championship organisers to discuss tie-up for 2019 calendar

Minimal damage to Bogie’s car

New rally was 

a success

Yates: second overall in Pirelli Rally
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T
wo crews
stood head and
shoulders clear
of the pack by
the finish of
the second
round of the

MSA British Historic Rally
Championship and the new
Rally2 Challenge. Victory for
Paul Barrett/Dai Roberts
over Matthew Robinson/
Dave Robson came after a
fantastic Escort Mk2 contest.

The event ran across four meaty

stages in the central block of

Kielder with minimal road sections,

offering precious little respite in the

non-stop format. Inevitably, the

punishing Kielder ditches claimed

yet more scalps and the top two

crews could easily have joined

the list of victims, such was their

ferocious pace. However, while

the battle was fierce, the sporting

rivalry and banter made it a truly

memorable contest.

“That was unreal,” said Barrett.

“It was some craic! Those are the

best stages I’ve ever done.”

Robinson added: “We’ve been

done over by a mad Irishman!”

The organisers of the Pirelli

continued their pioneering work to

run the 2WD field first on the road,

and were rewarded with a massive

upsurge in entries over 2017.

The only slight on an otherwise

perfect rally were the tight

chicanes. However, the story of

this rally was the quality of the

road conditions over fast, flowing

and challenging stages.

Robinson was wide awake on

the opening Pundershaw stage

and took an immediate 10s lead.

He added a further second in

Roughside but after service came

the real test, 15 miles in ‘The Forks’

and Barrett was clearly on a

mission of epic proportions. “We

were in ditches more than we were

on the road,” he said before heading

into the final stage. The 14-mile

thrill ride left an impression on

Barrett’s co-driver: “How we got

back out of the ditches I don’t

know,” said Roberts.

However, Barrett’s high-risk

strategy paid dividends and he

took 14s profit. Robinson was the

first to congratulate his rival as

they helped each other change

rear wheels before 10 miles in

Whitesike. With five more seconds

added, Barrett arrived back in

Carlisle for an eight-second

victory that cemented his place

among the absolute pacesetters

in historic rallying.

For the rest, there were typically

mixed fortunes and it was Ieuan

Rowlands who finally took third in

the BRM-powered Avenger with

Emyr Hall alongside. This was a

voyage of discovery for Rowlands

on his first rally in Kielder and 14

years since his last event outside

Wales. But his pace was good and

third was a strong result for both

car and driver.

Yet third could have gone to at

least three other crews. The Forks

caught out both Joe Price/Chris

Brooks and Alan Walker/John

Connor and Walker’s day got even

worse when his stricken Escort was

T-boned half an hour later by the

Avenger of Eliot Retallick. Simon

Webster/Jez Rogers moved into

third but a sheered track control

arm sent them up a bank and over

in Whitesike.

Phil Burton and Mal Capstick

RAPID HISTORIC FIGHT
HEADED BY BARRETT

Photos:WrittlePhotographic

Barrett beat

Robinson to win

RALLY REPORTS

RESULTS

Pirelli Stages

POS DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Paul Barrett/Dai Roberts FordEscortMk2 39m16.4s

2 MatthewRobinson/DaveRobson FordEscortMk2 +8.6s

3 IeuanRowlands/EmyrHall HillmanAvenger +1m43.1s

4 Phil Burton/MalCapstick FordEscortMk2 +1m43.7s

5 Stuart Egglestone/BrianHodgson FordEscortMk2 +1m50.8s

6 AdrianHetherington/RonanO’Neill Ford EscortMk2 +2m05.4s

7 DavidBennett/AlistairMcNeil Vauxhall Corsa +2m35.3s

8 SteveBannister/CallumAtkinson FordEscortMk2 +2m38.2s

9 DavidHutchinson/JeffGarnett Ford EscortMk2 +2m46.2s

10 BenFriend/Cliffy Simmons FordEscortMk2 +2m46.4s
Class winners: Stephen Higgins/Sam Spencer (Saab 96); Malcolm Rich/Arwel Blainey (Ford Anglia); Bob Bean/
Miles Cartwright (Ford Lotus Cortina); Rikki Proffitt/Graham Wild (Porsche 911); Robin Shuttleworth/Ronnie Roughead
(Escort Mk1); Mike Simpson/Dale Gibbons (Escort Mk1); Mark Holmes/Craig Simkiss (Escort Mk1); Jim Stephenson/Rob
Brook (Talbot Sunbeam); Egglestone/Hodgson; Robinson/Robson; Freddy Camp/Gareth Drayton (Peugeot 205GTi); Barrett/
Roberts; Ashley Young/Thomas Lambert (Nissan Micra); Bennett/McNeil; Burton/Capstick.

HoribaD’IsisRally
ByPeterScherer

Organiser:QuintonMCWhen:April28Where:MIRA,Nuneaton
Championships:AWMMCHeartofEngland;ANWCC;EMAMC;
ACSMCTarmacadamStages:6Starters:87.

TomMorrisandColinHarknessnever

reallylookedunderthreatatMIRA

astheirMetro6R4tookyetanother

dominantwinincoldandwetconditions.

ColinGemmell/DerekKeir’s

FordEscortMk2heldsecond,but

wereoverhauledbyJoshPayton/

MarcusMizenafterthreestages.

ButPayton/Mizenwaslateoutfor

thenextstage,losttimeanddroppedto

ninth,leavingGemmellaminuteclear

of newthird-placemenNickBeddoes/

JamieVaughanintheirEscort.

OnceMarkandJeremyStraker’s

Darrianhadmadeupforaslowstart,

theychargeduptheleaderboardtoo

andstartedthepenultimatestagetwo

secondsdownonBeddoes.Theywere

27secondsquickerandclinchedthird,

withBeddoesretainingfourthfrom

MarkRowlands/RichardMason’s

EscortandtherecoveringPayton.

JonathanHudson/ChrisWorrall’s

SuzukiSwiftwonClassAbywellover

fourminutesafterfirststageleaders

MarkJones/EdwardLewisblewthe

engineintheirMGZR,when10thoverall.

JohnDeegan/ShaneSmithhadhead

gasketfailureintheirSubaru

Justy,whichleftAdrianMayall/Rob

Hayden’sAlfaRomeo33adistantsecond.

Kyle/GordonAdam’sEscortwasnever

headedinClassB,butTonyRendell/

LisaSimeone’sEscortMk1edgedout

ChrisPhillips/SarahHughes’Peugeot

106forsecondonthelaststage.

Despitelosingoutoverall,Payton

regainedtheadvantageinClassC,

demotingMikeEnglish/AndyRobinson

fromtheclassleadonthefinalstagetoo.

Results
1 Tom Morris/Colin Harkness (MG Metro 6R4) 1h07m57s; 2 Colin
Gemmell/Derek Keir (Ford Escort Mk2) +1m17s; 3 Mark Straker/
Jeremy Straker (Darrian T90 GT); 4 Nick Beddoes/Jamie Vaughan
(Escort Mk2); 5 Mark Rowlands/Richard Mason (Escort Mk2);
6 Josh Payton/Marcus Mizen (Escort Mk2); 7 Mike English/Andy
Robinson (Escort Mk2); 8 Chris McCalllum/Richard Stewart (Escort
Mk2); 9 Mark Clarke/Andrew Stark (Mitsubishi Lancer E7 WRC);
10 Clive Hitchman/Jeremy Griffiths (BMW E36 Coupe).
Class winners: Jonathan Hudson/Chris Worrall (Suzuki Swift GTI);
Kyle Adam/Gordon Adam (Escort Mk2); Payton/Mizen.

Morris wins on annual rally visit to MIRA
Cole takes another
Epynt win in Manx test

Coleisn’tshortofEpyntwins,andaddedanotherwithEdwardsco-driving

Unusual sight of 

rally banking...

Friendly rivalry on Kielder stages. By Paul Lawrence

Dixies Challenge Rally
By Simon Gronow

Organiser: Forresters CC & Forest of Dean MC When: April 29 
Where: Epynt Ranges, Powys Championships: WAMC King of 
Epynt Challenge; Welsh Historic Rally Championship; WAMC Junior 
Challenge; HRCR Stage Masters Championship; HRCR Old Stagers 
Asphalt Rally Championship incorporating Mini Cup & Mini Junior 
Cup Stages: 10 Starters: 75.

After setting fastest time on eight 

of the 10 special stages over the 

Epynt Ranges, Damian Cole/

Jamie Edwards emerged as 

winners of the Dixies Challenge 

Rally in their Ford Fiesta WRC. 

Their day’s testing in readiness 

for the forthcoming Manx Rally 

proved worthwhile, with Cole 

satisfied with set-up alterations 

as the pair took maximum King 

of Epynt points.

The main battle of the day was 

for the runner-up spot. Initially, 

Rob Tout/Peredur Wyn Davies held 

the position, only to suffer a huge 

overshoot in their Mitsubishi 

Lancer E10 on stage four. 

As a result, they were overtaken 

by Richard Merriman/Kath Curzon 

who then lost time themselves, 

after spinning their Darrian. 

A big push on the final stages 

enabled Tout to take second.

Following a clean run, Roger 

Moran/Tudor Jenkins took their 

Escort Mk2 to fourth, one place 

ahead of fellow class winners, 

Mike Williams/Ken Bills in their 

MG ZR, as Malcolm Jones/Rhys 

Jones had a great run to finish 

sixth in their Peugeot 207.

Terry Brown/Den Golding held 

BHRC REPORT

capped the non-historic 2WDs with 

fourth overall after a very good 

rally and were chased home by 

David Bennett/Alistair McNeil 

in their rapid Vauxhall Corsa.

Stuart Egglestone and Brian 

Hodgson were next in the 

historics with another impressive 

performance in their Pinto-powered 

Escort Mk1, while deserving 

category winners were Rikki 

Proffitt/Graham Wild (Porsche 911) 

and Mark Holmes/Craig Simkiss 

(Ford Escort Mk1). Holmes had just 

two seconds in hand over Warren 

Philliskirk and Garry Green after 

Philliskirk clawed back a lot of  time 

in The Forks.

fourth early on before losing 

time with an overshoot and then 

suffering clutch issues, while 

Craig Jones/Mike Bartlett made 

a “ragged start” in their new 

Mitsubishi Lancer, dropping down 

to eighth following a spin.

Winners of the Historic section 

were Tobias Adam/Ian Meakin, 

who survived a big moment in 

their Ford Sierra at LLandeilo’r 

Fan, and following them home 

were Roger Chilman/Max 

Freeman on the driver’s first 

Tarmac rally for 14 years.

Ray Cunningham repeated his 

success from 2017 by heading the 

Mini Sport Cup runners, in a 

brilliant 15th overall beating 

far more powerful and 

modern machinery.

Results
1 Damian Cole/Jamie Edwards (Ford Fiesta WRC) 35m40s; 
2 Rob Tout/Peredur Wyn Davies (Mitsubishi Lancer E10) 
+1m20s; 3 Richard Merriman/Kath Curzon (Darrian T90); 4 
Roger Moran/Tudor Jenkins (Ford Escort Mk2); 5 Mike Williams/
Ken Bills (MG ZR); 6 Malcolm Jones/Rhys Jones (Peugeot 207); 
7 Terry Brown/Den Golding (Escort Mk2); 8 Craig Jones/Mike 
Bartlett (Mitsubishi Lancer E9); 9 Tobias Adam/Ian Meakin 
(Ford Sierra); 10 Roger Chilman/Max Freeman (Escort Mk2).
Class winners Kalvin Green/Osian Owen (Nissan Micra); 
Jones/Jones; Williams/Bills; Jim Boxall/Allan Brown (Peugeot 
205 GTi); Moran/Jenkins; Jones/Bartlett; Jonathan Davies/
Wayne Jones (Peugeot 206); Stephen Hall/Aggie Foster 
(Triumph TR4); Eifion Thomas/Jordan Wilkinson (Ford Escort 
Mk1 RS2000); Craig King/Clare Bird (Mini 1275 GT).
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BRC PIRELLI RALLY

EASY EDWARDS’ 
FIRST BRC WIN

H
aving fallen short
of  a maiden 
British Rally 
Championship 
win on no fewer 
than three 
occasions in 2017,

Matt Edwards finally buried the
hatchet in supreme fashion by
claiming victory in the opening
round of the season in Carlisle,
also his first international win.

Alongside co-driver Darren Garrod,

Co-driver Darren Garrod (left) played part in victory

Welshman’s strong start to 2018 continues. By Stephen Brunsdon

Edwards looked 

rapid in Kielder

Cronin’s podium on Hyundai debut 

Edwards was the dominant force 

throughout last weekend’s Pirelli 

International and won five out of  

eight stages in his M-Sport Ford 

Fiesta R5, defeating Rhys Yates by 

a margin of  20.5s.

Defending champions Keith Cronin 

and Mikie Galvin capped off  an 

impressive debut for their new 

Hyundai i20 R5 with a podium, having 

led the event early on.

Following an enforced month-long 

break due to the cancellation of  the 

Border Counties Rally in March, the 

picturesque landscape of  the Kielder 

Forest played host to a slightly 

warmer curtain raiser.

That postponement allowed Cronin 

and Galvin to mark their first event 

since being crowned for the fourth 

time on the Isle of  Man last 

September, replacing their 

title-winning Fiesta R5 in a late deal.

Indeed, it was the Irish duo who led 

after the opening passes through 

Pundershaw and Roughside, as 

pre-event favourite David Bogie 

crashed out in spectacular fashion.

Keen to make a flying start to the 

season, Bogie had been up on Cronin 

by just over two seconds when the 

Dumfries driver misjudged a right 

hander halfway through the 8.33-mile 

SS1. He slipped his Skoda Fabia R5 

into a ditch, launching it end-over-end 

and into retirement. Both Bogie and 

co-driver John Rowan thankfully 

emerged unscathed.

With Bogie out of  the running and 

Cronin losing time on SS2 and SS3 

(The Forks), Edwards took his first 

stage wins of  the day and arrived at 

opening service with a four-second 

lead over the Irishman.

From then on, Edwards – running 

on Pirelli’s covers – not only managed 

to keep Cronin at bay, but he extended 

his margin over the champion, 

claiming a further three stage wins to 

take his first ever BRC victory.

“We came here looking for a top-

three, but to come away with a win is 

the perfect start,” Edwards said.

“Everything we did last year was a 

building block towards 2018, so to be 

able to put a rally together and win it 

on merit is really good.

“We had a good test with the team 

last week and did our homework. 

“It’s one thing to get into the lead at 

this level and another thing to keep it, 

so from a mental point of  view it’s 

very encouraging.”

While Edwards continued to extend 

his advantage over the field in the 

remaining two stages – the longest of  

the event at 15.39 miles (The Forks) 

and 10.11 miles (Whitesike) – 

Michelin-shod runners Yates and 

Cronin were embroiled in a titanic 

battle for the runner-up position. 

The gap ebbed and flowed with just 

two seconds splitting the pair 

entering the final stage.

Still smarting from a final-stage 

defeat of  second place in the Speyside 

Rally a fortnight ago, Yates threw 

caution to the wind and came out on 

top by 1.5s over Cronin.

“I’m well happy with that!” beamed 

Yates post-event, his best BRC finish 

at the beginning of  only his fourth 

full-season of  rallying.

“I didn’t have a massive push in the 

final stage but I knew I could make up 

the time on Keith so I went for it.”

The Chesterfield driver admitted 

he’d been “overdriving a bit” during 

the morning loop, which caused him 

to spin into a hay bale at a chicane, 

costing him a chunk of  time.

But a superb final two stages 

delivered the result, no doubt 

benefiting from the expertise of  the 

CA1 Sport team – which was 

running his car for the first time – 

and a new Fabia R5 replacing his 

trusty Fiesta of  three years.

For his part, Cronin atoned for his 

retirement at the same event 12 

months ago and was relieved to have 

secured a podium on his first 

competitive outing in the i20.

The Cork man lacked significant 

testing time in the car and also took 

time to get used to the Michelin tyres 

to which he switched in the off-

season, having been a DMACK man.

Two stage wins however, on SS1 and 

SS4, were enough to leave the 

champion optimistic ahead of  Ypres 

in June – an event he won last year.

“Considering I didn’t finish this 

event last year, I can be happy with 

third place,” he noted. Cronin was 

particularly pragmatic when putting 

his championship hat on and was 

quick to point out that bagging points 

each time is critical if  he is to claim 

his fifth title this year.
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He added: “As we learned last year, the

championships aren’t won until the last

stage of the last rally. You just have to

make sure you’re in the race at the end,

so this podium is positive.”

Despite posting the second-quickest

time on the opening stage, Marty

McCormack and David Moynihan fell

down the order throughout the morning

loop due to gearbox issues.

The Northern Irishman complained

of worrying noises at the front of his

Fabia R5, but after flushing the gearbox

fluid at service, proceeded to set

consistent stage times on the way to

fourth overall.

Replacing his usual Citroen DS 3 R5

for a Fiesta for the opening round of the

championship, Jonny Greer spent

much of the morning getting used to his

new office on gravel for the first time.

A few reverses from the incredibly

tight chicanes aside, he eventually

found the sweet spot and set a stunning

time to go second on SS7, just 8.4s

behind Edwards. A puncture at the end

of the stage forced a wheel change and

curtailed any chance of a repeat in SS8,

leaving Greer to settle for fifth.

Greer’s struggles at the chicanes –

implemented to slow the cars on the

fast Kielder stages and avoid them

beating the average speed bogey time –

were a source of frustration throughout

the service park.

Both Yates and local man Peter Taylor

lost time through the chicanes via spins

and overshoots, forcing them to conduct

a series of time-consuming reverses.

Taylor, who finished nearly four

minutes behind Edwards in sixth after

taking too hard a compound tyre in the

morning, was especially frustrated as

he battled to manoeuvre his Fiesta RS

WRC round the tight confines.

“I spun into the bales a couple of times

at the chicanes in the morning and then

had to reverse out of another because I

just didn’t have the steering lock to get

round,” he said.

“You’ve got a bale on each turn and

getting the car in and out of there is

nearly impossible.”

Alex Laffey enjoyed a steady run

in his Fiesta R5 to finish seventh

overall. The Scotsman ran sixth

ahead of opening service but lacked

the pace of the leading quintet to

provide any challenge. A better

afternoon loop produced more

consistency, leaving him 50s clear of

Lawrence Whyte at the finish.

BRC debutant Whyte – in his fifth

ever rally – and co-driver Stuart

Loudon, in his 100th, usurped

Thomas Preston’s Skoda Fabia R5

in the final stage to claim eighth.

Preston was another to suffer spins at

one of the chicanes after a “steady run”

in the morning loop. An incident-free

afternoon enabled him to pick up points,

finishing clear of Sacha Kakad’s Fiesta,

his first outing in the car in anger.

The crews face another month-and-a-

half wait until the roads of Ypres in

Belgium, with Edwards keen to

continue his championship charge

where he took second last year.

“We’ve been building a championship

since the end of last year,” said

Edwards. “We won’t get carried away,

but it’s been a great start to the season.”

He’ll have to fend off the formidable

duo of Cronin and Galvin, who are

confident the Belgian Tarmac will

kick start their latest title defence.

“I think we will have a good

package on Tarmac,” said Cronin.

“The car and tyres should be good

so we’ll see how we get on there.”

STAGE WINNERS
SS1 Pundershaw (8.33 

miles) Keith Cronin/Mikie Galvin 

(Hyundai i20-N R5) 7m26s

SS2 Roughside (7.51 

miles) Matt Edwards/Darren Garrod 

(Ford Fiesta R5) 6m52.3s

SS3 The Forks (15.39 

miles) Edwards/Garrod 13m32.8s

SS4 Whitesike (10.11 

miles) Cronin/Galvin 9m15.2s

SS5 Pundershaw 2 (8.33 

miles) Edwards/Garrod 7m14.5s

SS6 Roughside 2 (7.51 

miles) Edwards/Garrod 6m47.9s

SS7 The Forks 2 (15.39 

miles) Edwards/Garrod 13m21.7s

SS8 Whitesike 2 (10.11 

miles) Rhys Yates/Elliott Edmondson 

(Skoda Fabia R5) 9m05.2s

Rokland returns to take Junior win

Taylor leads non-BRC Pirelli Rally modern runners

Not even a third stage loss of  brakes 

could prevent Norwegian Steve 

Rokland from utterly dominating a 

highly competitive Prestone 

Motorsport News Junior BRC category.

With British co-driver Tom Woodburn

alongside him in the Peugeot 208 R2, 

Rokland won all but one of  the stages on

offer to head James Williams’ Vauxhall 

Adam R2 by over a minute on his first 

BRC outing since 2013.

Rokland was sensational from the 

first run through Pundershaw, opening

up an 18.6s advantage over Josh 

McErlean’s Ford Fiesta R2T.

By the time SS2 was completed, 

Rokland beat McErlean by a further 

17.7s to build a commanding lead 

approaching service.

The 25-year-old was made to sweat, 

however, when he was without his right-

rear and left-front brakes. This loss gave

the SS3 win to Marty Gallagher’s 

Peugeot 208 R2 but proved nothing more

than a blip for the Norwegian, who swept 

all remaining stages to romp to victory.

“Overall it has been a really good day, 

despite SS3,” Rokland said. “Everything

else went smoothly and to plan, I couldn’t 

Peter Taylor marked his first gravel 

rally since the BTRDA Carlisle Stages 

last season with a routine NRC6 class 

victory in his Ford Fiesta RS WRC, best 

of  the non-BRC finishers in sixth 

overall. But the local man was far from 

happy with the pace and balance of  a 

car deemed “impossible to drive” 

around the tight chicanes.

He was at a loss to explain his 1m48s 

deficittoEdwardsintheoverall

classificationwhenhearrivedat

serviceforthefirsttime.

“The car did not feel easy to drive,” 

Taylor explained. “It normally feels 

easy so I have no idea what was different 

this time. I don’t know if  it was me or the 

car but nothing felt good.”

Taylor could take some consolation 

that he won the class at a canter from 

John Morrison (Mitsubishi Lancer E9) 

and Rob Gill’s non-BRC Fiesta R5.

Also not registered for BRC, John 

WinkwastheonlyClassNRC7runner

tofinishtheevent,afterSimonde

Bankecrashedoutinthemorning,and

took victory in his Hyundai i20 along 

with co-driver John Forrest.

In the Land Rover Class, Ian Robert 

Sykes and Frances Julia Sykes took the 

win in their Freelander V6, some seven 

minutes clear of  Chris McCarthy and 

Barry Connolly in the Wolf  XD.

Reay MacKay/Keir Beaton (Ford 

Fiesta R5) took honours in the 

National B Five event, by over 40s, and 

Chris White/Chris Dewsnap (Ford 

Escort Mk2) scored a narrow win the 

National B Two.

RESULTS

British Rally Championship, round 1/6, Carlisle, April 28

POS DRIVER/NAVIGATOR CAR TIME

1 Matt Edwards/Darren Garrod Ford Fiesta R5 1h13m53.8s

2 Rhys Yates/Elliott Edmondson Skoda Fabia R5 +20.5s

3 Keith Cronin/Mikie Galvin Hyundai i20 R5 +21.8s

4 Marty McCormack/David Moynihan Skoda Fabia R5 +1m02.8s

5 Jonny Greer/Kirsty Riddick Ford Fiesta R5 +1m29.8s

6 Peter Taylor/Andrew Roughead Ford Fiesta RS WRC +3m56.5s

7 Alex Laffey/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta R5 +5m18.7s

8 Lawrence Whyte/Stuart Loudon Ford Fiesta R5 +5m58.7s

9 ThomasPreston/MaxFreeman SkodaFabiaR5 +6m06.8s

10 SachaKakad/JamesAldridge FordFiestaR5 +6m12.6s

11 Steve Rokland/Tom Woodburn (Peugeot 208 R2); 12 John Wink/John Forrest (i20 R5); 13 James Williams/Ross
Whittock (Vauxhall Adam R2); 14 William Creighton/Liam Regan (208 R2); 15 James Wilson/Gavin Doherty (208 R2);
16 John Morrison/Peter Carstairs (Mitsubishi Lancer E9); 17 Oscar Solberg/Patrik Barth (Ford Fiesta R2T); 18 Josh
Cornwell/Cliona Collins (208 R2); 19 Jordan Reynolds/Peredur Davies (Fiesta R2); 20 Rob Gill/Anders Howard
(Ford Fiesta).
Class winners: BRC1 Edwards/Garrod; JBRC Rokland/Woodburn; Cadet Cup Reynolds/Davies; National Rally Cup
Morrison/Carstairs; Taylor/Roughead; Wink/Forrest; Ian Robert Sykes/Frances Julia Sykes (Land Rover Freelander 1 V6)

Points BRC1: 1 Edwards 25; 2 Yates 18; 3 Cronin 15; 4 McCormack 12; 5 Greer 10; 6 Preston 9*
*played joker

Rokland’s UK return ended well with dominant JBRC victory Whittock/Williams, Woodburn/Rokland, Regan/Creighton

Bogie crashed, ending in an SS1 ditch 

Taylor was top of the BRC outsiders after long spell off gravel

McCormack took fourth after issues

Yates snatched second 

on the last stage

ask for a better start to the year.”

Rokland’s victory margin masked a 

ferocious battle for runner-up position 

between McErlean and Gallagher.

McErlean had looked a strong bet to 

secure second place before his run was 

curtailed with an engine failure on the 

penultimate stage, while Gallagher got 

stuck in an infamous Kielder ditch on 

SS7 to hand pre-season title favourite 

William Creighton a podium.

Creighton endured a relatively subdued 

start to the event, languishing some 50s 

off  the pace of  Rokland after SS2 before 

climbing back into contention at service.

The Northern Irishman, who finished 

second in the Junior standings to Callum 

Devine last season, was nevertheless 

content with his start to the year.

“Our times in the last couple of  stages 

were good so we’re happy to get the 

podium this weekend,” Creighton said.

“The pace at the front is seriously fast. 

The stages were flat out and we had a great 

battle with Marty, so it’s a good start.”

Rokland’s compatriot Oscar Solberg 

was another to suffer from brake issues 

during the morning loop. He and 

Swedish co-driver Patrik Barth lost 

substantial amounts of  time in the 

chicanes after his handbrake failed 

halfway through SS3, dropping the pair 

out of  podium contention.

Solberg eventually battled back to finish 

fifth in class, overturning a two-second 

deficit to beat Josh Cornwell’s 208 R2.

In the Cadet Cup, Scottish teenager 

Finlay Retson’s hopes of  a win first time 

out were dashed following a major oil 

leak in SS3. Retson had been leading the 

event comfortably until having to revert 

to short-shifting due to a lack of  revs. His 

team rectified the issue but ran over the 

allocated time at service and were forced 

to retire before SS4 (Whitesike).

From then on, the rally was Jordan 

Reynolds’ to lose. The Reading driver 

stroked his Fiesta R2 to victory by over 

two minutes from Icelander Gunnar 

Karl Johannesson and Bart Lang.

“Our goal before the season was to 

come here and win and that is what 

we’ve done, fantastic!” Reynolds said.

The only registered BRC competitor in 

the National Rally Cup, last year’s 

champions John Morrison and Peter 

Carstairs, needed only to finish to win in 

their Mitsubishi Lancer E9.
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Tidemand keeps his counsel as Skoda fight hots up

For much of Saturday Pontus 

Tidemand took the moral high 

ground. He said everything, by 

saying nothing at all. But then 

on Sunday morning, just out of  the 

first stage, he couldn’t help himself. 

Something needed to be said. So 

he said it.

“He pushed yesterday morning 

when he wasn’t supposed to push 

and now we’re trying to claim that 

time back.”

He was Kalle Rovanpera. 

Tidemand’s Skoda team-mate, in 

Argentina for the first time and 

supposed to be toeing a party line 

which clearly dictated a win for the 

Swede and three days of  South 

American experience for Rovanpera.

And that was all fine, until mid-way 

through Saturday when Rovanpera

caught and passed Tidemand for 

the lead.

At the time, all the defending 

WRC2 champion would offer was: 

“I am sticking to the team plan.”

The 17-year-old led by 23.2s with 

one day remaining. Tidemand ripped

through El Condor and slashed that

advantage to 9.9s and then it all went

badly wrong for Kalle when he 

crashed heavily (see Rally News).  

“I’m sorry for Kalle,” said 

Tidemand, who moves into the WRC2

lead on the back of  win. “He should 

have been first or second on this rally.

But it’s a tough event this one, you 

have to judge all the time how hard 

you can go, it’s a balance between 

goingfastandriskingthecar.”

Britain’sGusGreensmithtookhis

secondrunners-upspotinasmany

WRC2rounds,buildinghimself

asolidfoundationfromwhichto

challengeashisseasonprogresses.

TheformerBritishJunior

champion’srallywas,however,far

fromstraightforward.Evenbefore

hestartedSS1,thingshadgoneawry

withaproblemonhisreccecar

proceedingclutchfailureonhisFord

FiestaR5atshakedown.Andwhen

theeventstarted,hisFridaymorning

wasspoiledbyasteeringissue,while

atransmissionfaultlefthim

frustratedandinrear-wheel

driveonlyonthefinalday.

“It’sbeenatoughone,”said

Greensmith.“Butwhenwe’vehad

cleanstages,we’veshowngood

progression.Themainthingisthat

I’vekeptmysideof thebargainon

thesefirsttwoevents.I’vedriven

sensibly,gottothefinishandpicked

uppoints.Now,whenwegetto

Portugal,wecangetthehammer

downabitmore.”

ChileanstarPedroHeller

overcameanopeningdayrollto

completethepodiuminhisFord

FiestaR5.Butnobodyhadquitesuch

amiserablestartasreigningJunior

WRCchampionNilSolanswho

retiredhisFiestaR5fromThursday

night’sstreetstageinVillaCarlos

Pazwithabrokenalternatorbelt.He

returnedtotheactionandpickedup

pointsforfifthplace.

Dayone:97.00miles;
8 stages
Weather: sunny 18-31ºC

Sebastien Ogier is making the most of 

two-minute gaps for his rivals following 

behind him on the road. Despite sweeping 

the line, he’s fastest and leaves his rivals, 

quite literally choking in his dust. That’s as 

good as it gets for the champ who drops to 

fifth cleaning the road for his rivals for the 

remainder of the day. 

Ott Tanak has spun on the opener, but 

that’s the catalyst for an astonishing 

charge to fastest time on five of the day’s 

remaining six stages. The Toyota star hits 

the front in SS5 and is building his lead 

to 22.7s at the end of the day. 

Tanak’s team-mates don’t fair quite so 

well on day one: Jari-Matti Latvala crushes 

the right-front suspension on his Yaris on 

SS3, ripping an oil pipe off and damaging 

the engine. He’s out. Esapekka Lappi’s 

maiden Rally Argentina is spoiled by two 

punctures on Friday.  

Citroen man Kris Meeke is delivering a 

near-perfect day one and ends Friday 

second only to Tanak. His returning team-

mate Craig Breen struggles to find his C3 

WRC’s sweet spot in the morning, but 

finds speed and sixth place with a more 

measured approach in the afternoon. 

Hyundai’s Andreas Mikkelsen leads 

through stages two and three before his 

afternoon is compromised by a puncture 

and only one spare. He slips to seventh. 

Better news for the Korean manufacturer 

comes with Thierry Neuville and Dani 

Sordo sitting third and fourth.

End of day one: 1 Tanak/Jarveoja 1h30m38.6s; 2 Meeke/Nagle 

+22.7s; 3 Neuville/Gilsoul +28.6s; 4 Sordo/Del Barrio +29.5s; 5 Ogier/

Ingrassia +36.4s; 6 Breen/Martin +41.2s.

Day two: 91.27 miles; 
7 stages
Weather: overcast then sunny 15-26ºC

Tanak is delivering another day of 

dominance with five stage wins from 

seven stages to more than double his 

lead at the top of the table.

Neuville takes over as the Estonian’s 

nearest rival on the day’s third stage as 

Meeke struggles to get the best out of 

his Citroen on the final narrow section 

of SS11. That issue pales into 

insignificance on the rerun of that test 

when he’s forced to stop and change a 

puncture. He slips to eighth.

There’s more misery for the #11 C3 as 

Breen misjudges a right-hander, goes off 

the road and rolls. The cage is damaged 

and his rally is run. 

Citroen’s misery provides a gilt-edged 

opportunity for Hyundai to bag big points, 

Neuville is backed up by a third-placed 

Sordo. 

Ogier starts the day targeting a fightback 

to the podium, but ultimately drops back to 

end the day 50s behind Sordo and 14 

ahead of his former Volkswagen team-

mate Mikkelsen.

Lappi and Evans set-up a fascinating final-

day fight, ending Saturday with the Finn’s 

Toyota 6.2 up on Evans’ Fiesta.

End of day two: 1 Tanak/Jarveoja 2h58m33.9s; 2 Neuville/Gilsoul 

+46.5s; 3 Sordo/Del Barrio +1m08.2s; 4 Ogier/Ingrassia +1m59.0s; 5 

Mikkelsen/Jaeger +2m13.8s; 6 Lappi/Ferm +2m49.1s

Day three: 34.34 miles; 
3 stages
Weather: overcast/sunny 8-26ºC

The only positional change on Sunday 

comes when Lappi collects another 

puncture on the opening test. He drops 

from sixth to eighth. 

Up front, Tanak takes an untroubled 

win from Hyundai pair Neuville 

and Sordo. 

Mikkelsen is fastest in the opener and 

then beats Ogier in SS17 to close 

the gap to 3.8 to Ogier’s fourth-placed 

Fiesta. But that’s as close as the i20 

gets. Second quickest to Neuville in the 

powerstage is enough for the Frenchman 

to hold station.

Neuville kept the 

title pressure up

Continued from page 23

 “All that’s in your head at times 

like that is surviving and getting to 

the end of  the stage. It’s unreal to 

be turning into corners at 100mph 

when you can’t even see the 

corner coming.”

Meeke’s team-mate Breen was 

the highest profile victim of  the fog. 

Slightly disorientated turning into a 

right-hander over a crest, he turned 

in too much, dialled the steering out 

and was spat into a ditch and a sixth-

gear roll. A damaged rollcage meant 

he would play no part in the event’s 

second half. This wasn’t what the 

Irishman had been dreaming about 

for the previous eight weeks, while 

Sebastien Loeb had been in his car.

What he had been dreaming about 

came on Sunday. The chance to 

drive some of  the world’s most 

iconic – and technically tricky and 

demanding – stages. El Condor and 

Mina Clavero run through the very 

heart of  Rally Argentina and the 

near-million strong crowd of  fans 

who follow it every year.

Being among thousands of  

Argentinians who had camped 

out for two or three nights to bag 

the best spot was a humbling 

experience. It’s worth pointing out 

at this juncture that Motorsport 

News hadn’t done any camping – 

one of  the great privileges of  the job

Breen had a bitter ending

SUPPORTS

is the stickers that adorn a hack’s 

rental car, allowing them to pass 

police roadblocks with a cheery 

wave. We arrived shortly after 

sunrise and tip-toed carefully 

through the tents that had been 

set-up between the famous rocky 

outcrop. Seeing bleary-eyed fans 

emerging from their slumber to 

pour themselves a Fernet-Branca 

for breakfast was a sight to behold. 

As were the Condors that soared 

overhead enjoying some early 

morning thermals as the sun 

warmed the air around 

2000-metre peaks. 

But the birds and the booze were 

soon forgotten when the first car 

arrived. The place erupted into a 

wall of  noise, cheers and seemingly 

endless chants of  ‘Arrrrgentiiina’. 

The atmosphere, like the view, 

was out of  this world. 

We’d like to say that the biggest 

cheer came for Tanak, the master 

of  this world we’d all come to 

appreciate. But the noise from the 

spectators never changed. It was 

just as loud for everybody. 

The one thing Tanak had done 

was give the headline writers at 

La Voz, Cordoba’s local newspaper, 

something to think about. 

Saturday morning’s front 

page proclaimed: ‘un rally 

muy ajustado’.

They got that wrong. 

This was anything but a very 

tight rally.

Tidemand had to wage intra-team warfare to collect the triumph

RALLY ESSENTIALS
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ROUND

Solid enough job for 
the South American 
first-timer. Mr Wilson 
regularly reminded 
him of the need to see 
him at the finish. A 
brief two-wheel 
moment early on 
hammered that 
message home. 

While he was out front
and leading for two 
stages on Friday, it 
looked like the Aussie-
spec Andreas was 
back. A puncture on 
the first afternoon 
stage ruined his 
loop and he never 
really recovered.

Rocks that cause 
punctures are rarely 
found anywhere other 
than in an unmissable 
place in the middle 
of the road. It was 
such a rock that ruined
an otherwise solid 
and strong drive 
from Meeke. 

Set a blistering pace in
the third stage, then hit an
unseen (obviously) rock in
the shadows of a fast right-
hander. I think I probablyhate
writing these words asmuch
you tire of reading themabout
such a decent fella.

Absolutely on top of his
game. Celebrated his 100th
fastest time at WRC level,
but of more importancewas
his utter domination of this
rally in only his fifth outing ina
Toyota. Tanak’s time is here.

Was on for a 10/10 
on Friday afternoon 
when he’d dialed 
himself into the car and 
reigned in his desire 
to win the rally on
every corner. But 
earlier frustrations 
and crashing on 
Saturday cost dearly.

A tale of too many 
punctures. Five might be a
bit harsh for the Finn, but it’s
quite tricky to judge his pace
when he was compromised
for so much of the time on
his first visit to a rally where
avoiding punctures is key.

Tricky place for a first outing
of the season in one of these
new WR Cars. Rarely 
looked like he was going 
to put a foot wrong – not 
under the guidance of 
Chris Patterson.

Rarely has Neuville 
been so downcast 
with second. He and 
Hyundai were soundly 
beaten in South 
America and they 
knew it. Still, the 
Belgian drove well 
and scored maximum 
powerstage points.

The resurrection of 
Sordo continues. A 
couple of fastest times 
and a podium to back 
up his strong second 
in Mexico. The 
Spaniard’s fighting to 
keep his place in the 
team next year and he’s 
rarely been quicker.

SEBASTIENOGIER
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

ELFYNEVANS
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

TEEMU SUNINEN
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

ANDREASMIKKELSEN
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

KRIS MEEKE
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3 WRC 

JARI-MATTILATVALA 
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

OTT TANAK
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

CRAIG BREEN
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3 WRC

ESAPEKKA LAPPI 
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

KHALID AL-QASSIMI  
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3 WRC

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

DANI SORDO
 HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

DRIVER ANALYSIS BY DAVID EVA

FIAWorld Rally Championship, round 5/13,Argentina , April 25-29

 POS DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1  Ott Tanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST)  Toyota Yaris WRC  3h43m28.9s
2 Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL)  Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +37.7s
3 Dani Sordo (ESP)/Carlos del Barrio (ESP)  Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +1m15.7s
4 Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA)  Ford Fiesta WRC +1m58.6s
5 Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jaeger (NOR) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +2m02.6s
6 Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Daniel Barritt (GBR)  Ford Fiesta WRC +3m06.3s
7 Kris Meeke (GBR)/Paul Nagle (IRL)  Citroen C3 WRC +3m25.7s
8 Esapekka Lappi (FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN)  Toyota Yaris WRC +4m32.6s
9 Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Mikko Markkula (FIN)  Ford Fiesta WRC +5m38.6s
10 Pontus Tidemand (SWE)/Jonas Andersson (SWE) Skoda Fabia R5 +12m15.8s
14 Khalid Al-Qassimi (UAE)/Chris Patterson (GBR) Citroen C3 WRC +21m18.3s
R Craig Breen (IRL)/Scott Martin (GBR)  Citroen C3 WRC SS13/crash
R Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/MiikkaAnttila (FIN)  Toyota Yaris WRC SS3/suspension

RESULTS

DRIVERS

POS DRIVERS PTS

1  Sebastien Ogier  100
2  Thierry Neuville  90
3  Ott Tanak  72
4  Andreas Mikkelsen  54
5  Dani Sordo  45
6  Kris Meeke  43
7  Esapekka Lappi  40
8  Jari-Matti Latvala  31
9  Elfyn Evans  26
10 Craig Breen  20

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
MANUFACTURERS

POS TEAMS PTS

1  Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT  144
2  M-Sport Ford WRT  129
3  Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT  124
4  Citroen Total  93

Drove well to contain 
the time loss from the 
front of the field on 
Friday, but couldn’t 
make it happen 
through the weekend.
That monkey, the 
one wearing a Rally 
Argentina T-shirt, is 
still on his back.

Seven-tenths of a 
second away from a Rally 
Argentina win looked like 
a distant dream for large 
parts of last week. The 
Welshmanstruggled for
speedandconfidence.
Nobodyknowsbetter
thanhedoes thathe
needs to findboth.6/ 4/1010
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NEXT
RALLY

OTTTANAK
Couldn’t really be anybody else
could it. The uber-cool Estonian
made his rivals look a bit silly in
South America. He took them
to the cleaners and dominated
in a way few have managed in
this era.

DOGS
As usual, our four-legged 
friends were everywhere 
in Argentina. But this time 
they seemed determined 
to big their part up by 
getting in the drivers’ way 
– almost every one of the 
top crews had a canine 
moment, not least Meeke 
in the powerstage. 

STAR 
DRIVER

WOODEN 
SPOON

Can Ogier hit back in the battle for the title?

RALLY PORTUGAL
 MAY 17-20
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T
heBritishTouring
CarChampionship
waslookingfora
sensibleweekend
afteracrazyopener
atBrandsHatchin
earlyApril. Itgot

nothingof thesortatDoningtonPark.
RacewinsforJoshCook(Power

MaxedRacingVauxhallAstra),Tom

Ingram(SpeedworksMotorsportToyota

Avensis)andAdamMorgan(Ciceley

MotorsportMercedes-BenzA-Class)

wereallachievedwithelementsof drama,

whichmeansthatnoclearplotlinehas

yetemergedforthisseason’stitlechase.

Whatisclearisthatnobodyisgoing

tohaveiteasyinthequestforthe

2018silverware.

Race one

Oneof themaintalkingpointsbefore

thestartof raceonewasthetyreusage.

AtDonington,theoptiontyrewasthe

harderof theDunlopcompounds,which

wasalwaysgoingtobemoredifficultto

gettowork.Someof thefrontrunners

withsuccessballast–suchasthetop

threeinthestandingscomingintothe

meeting,Ingram,JackGoff (Eurotech

RacingHondaCivicTypeR)and

Morgan –hadtakenthehardertyre

fortheopener.Theywouldaimtoget

allof thepainoutof thewayearlyon.

Amixed-up,dampqualifyingsession

scupperedmanypeople’splans.

Cookgrabbedpole,andhewouldstart

alongsidethehard-tyredBTCNorlin

HondaCivicTypeRof ChrisSmiley.Sam

Tordoff (MotorbasePerformanceFord

Focus)andDanCammish(TeamDynamics

HondaCivicTypeR)sharedrowtwo.

Smileyknewitwouldbehardwork,

butthatdidn’tdeterhimintheopening

moments.Hewentside-by-sidewith

CookthroughRedgateandactually

inchedaheadgoingthroughHollywood.

But,bythetimethecarsgottothe

left-handerattheCraners,Cookhad

reassertedhimself intopspot.The

followingCammish,whohadgonewide

intoRedgatetogetabetterrundownthe

hill,alsocapitalisedanddemotedthe

BTCNorlincaroneplacefurther.

“Ididn’tmakethebestof startsandthe

carwasabitloosetobeginwith,”said

Cook.“IwasbattlingwithSmileybut

hegavemejustenoughroomatthe

Craners.Fromthere,Iwasabletoget

myfootdown.OnceIgotagap,Iovertook

[thelapped]MattSimpson[Eurotech

RacingHondaCivicTypeR]andput

himbetweenmeandCammish.Iwas

hopingthatitwouldbreak[Cammish’s]

soul.Itseemedtowork.”

Andindeeditdid.Cammishwashappy

tohavedeposedSmileyearlyonbecause

heknewtheNorthernIrishmanhad

thepotentialtobearoadblockonhis

lessfavourablerubber.But,tryashe

might,Cammishcouldn’tcloseup.

“CredittoJosh,hedidn’tputawheel

wrong,”explainedCammish,whotook

hisfirstBTCCcareerpodium.“Itried

hardtocatchhim,butheseemedtofind

anothergearthatwesimplydidn’thave.

Wearestill learningaboutournewbaby

though[theFK8Civic],soIamhappy

withthat.”

Cammish’shappinesswasequalled

byTordoff’sdespair.HisMotorbase

PerformanceFordFocuswasnailed-on

forthirdspot,despitetheattentionsof

AidenMoffat’sLaserToolsRacing

Mercedes-BenzA-Class.

However,attheendof lap10,the

Yorkshiremanheadedforthepitswitha

gearchangeproblem,whichtheteam

believedwasrelatedtotheelectrics.

“Fromthestart,Ihadaproblem,”said

Tordoff.“Iwashavingtochangegear

likearoadcar–liftoff thethrottleand

thenpullthegearandlettheclutchup

again.Imanagedtoworkouthowto

drivearoundtheissueandIhadreal

pace.IthinkIcouldhavehadapodium,

whichwasridiculous.Butthenitseized

forgood.”

ThatgiftedMoffatapodium.Heled

homeBrettSmith(EurotechRacing

HondaCivicTypeR)andJamesCole,

whohadbothbeenheldupasthey

triedtofighttheirwayaheadof

Smiley’sslowerCivic.

MattNeal(TeamDynamicsHonda

CivicTypeR)alsopippedSmileyatthe

flagtocaparemarkableraceforthe

three-timechampion.Hehadblasted

from17thonthegridtoruninsidethe

top10bylapfive,beforecarefully

picking off  those ahead. Neal jumped 

Smiley on lap nine. 

Behind Smiley, Brands Hatch hero 

Senna Proctor (Power Maxed Racing 

Vauxhall Astra), Tom Oliphant (Ciceley 

Racing Mercedes-Benz A-Class) and 

Colin Turkington (WSR BMW 125i M 

Sport) rounded out the top 10 – despite 

the latter having been spun down the 

pack after a slight brush with Proctor 

going down the Craner Curves on lap 

five. Proctor was later penalised for his 

part in the crash and because it was his 

third mark of the season, was forced to 

start race two from the back of  the grid.

Points leader coming in to the race, 

Ingram, put his Toyota Avensis on the 

eighth row of the grid after qualifying 

with his 75kg of  success ballast. That  

limited him to 14th at the flag, which was 

one place behind Goff, who also had the 

hard tyres and 66kg of  weight. But both 

of  the leading lights had now got their 

pace-limited races out of  the way.

Just in front of  Goff  in 12th was 

reigning champion Ash Sutton, who 

had an engine change just before 

qualifying. He was only able to complete 

five laps as a further leak meant he 

was forced to pit again. He lined up 22nd, 

but climbed high in the soft-tyred Team 

BMR Subaru Levorg.

Race two

While Cook was on pole, he had those 

pesky white-walled harder Dunlops – but 

then so did Cammish, Moffat and Neal.

That meant the guys in the box seat 

for race two should have been Smith 

and Cole, starting fourth and fifth, and 

Smiley in seventh. But the actual story 

would be very, very different.

Cammish beat poleman Cook to 

Redgate, while Smith wobbled for a 

trip through the gravel. That gave Moffat 

aclear second place from Cook and a 

fast-starting Smiley. 

The leading Honda was bucking the 

trend. With 66kg on, Cammish shouldn’t 

have been able to secure a comfortable 

advantage, but he did. He was 1.4s clear 

by the end of  two laps, but the inevitable 

was coming. Smiley jumped Moffat at 

Redgate on lap two, and then outdragged 

Cook into second on lap three, a move 

COOK’SSTAR
BEGINSTOSHINE

Adam Morgan signed off his weekend with an under-pressure win

Tom Ingram jumped Chris Smiley to take the triumph in race two

Chaos broke out at the start of the third race at the Craner Curves

Race three podium (l-r): Hill, Moffat, winner Morgan and Cook

Three different winners means a clear picture has yet to develop for 2018
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ROUNDS

RESULTS

33kg6 27kg7 21kg8 15kg9 9kg10

RACE SUCCESS
BALLAST

75kg1 66kg2 57kg3 48kg4 39kg5

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

RACE FACTS

TIME

Cook (R) just held on

to the lead of race one

DONINGTON
Where: 

Castle Donington, Derby 
First BTCC round: 1977
Lap length: 1.98 miles
Qualifying lap record: 

ason Plato 1m09.460s (’14) 
Race lap record: 

Gordon Shedden 
1m09.741s (2015)

Round:1 Laps:16 Weather:  cold but dry

POS Q DRIVER CAR

1 1 JoshCook PowerMaxed Racing Vauxhall Astra 19m02.642s
2 4 DanCammish TeamDynamics Honda Civic Type R +3.449s
3 5 AidenMoffat LaserTools Racing Mercedes-Benz A-Class +5.520s
4 9 BrettSmith Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R +6.105s
5 12 JamesCole Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS +11.642s
6 17 MattNeal TeamDynamics Honda Civic Type R +13.489s
7 2 ChrisSmiley BTCNorlin Honda Civic Type R (H) +16.971s
8 15 SennaProctor PowerMaxed Racing Vauxhall Astra 7 +17.176s
9 10 TomOliphant CiceleyMotorsport Mercedes-Benz A-Class +17.995s
10 11 ColinTurkington WSRBMW 125i M Sport 6 +18.464s

11 (25) Rob Collard (WSR BMW 125i M Sport) +18.844s; 12 (22) Ash Sutton (Team BMR Subaru Levorg) (39kg) +24.430s; 13 
(6) Jack Goff (Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R) (H) (66kg) +24.568s; 14 (16) Tom Ingram (Speedworks Toyota Avensis) (H) (75kg) 
+25.090s; 15 (20) Rob Austin (HMS Racing Alfa Romeo Giulietta) (39kg) +25.466s; 16 (29) Tom Boardman (AmD Tuning MG6) 
+25.896s; 17 (32) Jake Hill (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) +32.319s; 18 (7) James Nash (BTC Norlin Honda Civic Type R) (H) +32.778s; 
19 (27) Ollie Jackson (AmD Tuning Audi S3 Saloon) (21kg) +33.948s; 20 (24) Bobby Thompson (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) +34.207s; 
21 (30) Andrew Jordan (WSR BMW 125i M Sport) +34.209s; 22 (19) Rory Butcher (AmD Tuning MG6) (15kg) +34.382s; 23 (13) Adam 
Morgan (Ciceley Motorsport Mercedes-Benz A-Class) (H) (57kg) +34.610s; 24 (31) Michael Caine (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) +35.287s; 
25 (21) Jason Plato (Team BMR Subaru Levorg) +36.096s; 26 (26) Josh Price (Team BMR Subaru Levorg) +36.791s; 27 (28) Mike 
Bushell (Team Hard Volkswagen CC) (9kg) +44.410s; 28 (18) Sam Smelt (AmD Tuning Audi S3 Saloon) +45.900s; 29 (8) Tom Chilton 
(Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS) +55.721s; 30 (23) Stephen Jelley (Team Parker Racing BMW 125i M Sport) (H) -1 lap; 31 (14) 
Matt Simpson (Eurotech Racing Honda Civic Type R) -2 laps; R (3) Sam Tordoff (Motorbase Performance Ford Focus RS) 10 laps/electrics.
Pole position: Cook 1m19.816s (89.26mph). Winner’s average speed: 99.64mph. Fastest lap: Chilton 1m10.174s (101.52mph). 
Lap leaders: Cook 1-16. (H) = hard tyre.

Round:2Laps:16
Weather:coldbutdry

POS Q DRIVER TIME

1 13 Ingram 19m08.525s
2 7 Smiley 7 +0.834s
3 12 Goff +3.484s
4 2 Cammish 2 +6.214s
5 22 Morgan +6.555s
6 5 Cole 5 +7.696s
7 1 Cook (H)1 +7.873s
8 11 Sutton +8.396s
9 21 Butcher +12.803s
10 28 Chilton +14.495s

11 (31) Tordoff +15.164s; 12 (8) Oliphant (H) (15kg) +16.515s;
13 (10) Collard (H) +18.590s; 14 (4) Smith (48kg) +19.016s; 
15 (3) Moffat (H) (57kg) +21.024s; 16 (6) Neal (H) (33kg)
+21.306s; 17 (15) Boardman (H) +21.748s; 18 (20) Jordan (H)
+24.417s; 19 (29) Jelley +24.603s; 20 (24) Plato +25.237s; 21
(14) Austin +25.699s; 22 (32) Proctor (21kg) +25.912s; 23 (16)
Hill (H) +26.517s; 24 (19) Thompson (H) +27.001s; 25 (30) 
Simpson +27.545s; 26 (25) Price +28.659s; 27 (23) Caine (H) 
+30.236s; 28 (26) Bushell (H) +31.411s; 29 (18) Jackson
+1m08.515s; R (27) Smelt 8 laps/driveshaft; R (9) Turkington 
(9kg) 8 laps/water system; R (17) Nash 0 laps/engine.
Winner’s average speed: 99.13mph. Fastest lap: Morgan 
1m10.160s (101.55mph). Lap leaders: Cammish 1-8; Smiley 9;
Ingram 10-16. (H) = hard tyre.

Round: 3 Laps: 19  
Weather: cold but dry

POS Q DRIVER TIME

1 5  Morgan 5 27m15.756s
2 3  Cook 7 +0.368s
3 15 Moffat +9.500s
4 13 Collard +10.023s
5 18 Jordan +10.266s
6 2  Sutton  (H) 8 +11.831s
7 16 Neal +12.109s
8 9  Ingram 1 +12.577s
9 10 Chilton (H) 10 +14.932s
10 23 Hill  +15.147s

11 (21) Austin (H) +18.694s; 12 (32) Nash +19.046s; 13 (1) 
Butcher (H) (15kg) +19.513s; 14 (25) Simpson (H) +22.747s; 15 
(28) Bushell +24.411s; 16 (29) Jackson (H) +25.453s; 17 (19) 
Jelley +25.647s; 18 (20) Plato (H) +27.450s; 19 (27) Caine 
+28.110s; 20 (24) Thompson +28.497s; 21 (31) Turkington (H) 
+29.002s; 22 (12) Oliphant +38.524s; 23 (7) Goff (57kg) +42.987s; 
24 (30) Smelt (H) +55.817s; NC (8) Smiley (66kg) 15 laps/
damage; R (6) Cammish (48kg) 11 laps/contact – shattererd wheel; 
R (17) Boardman 10 laps/spin; R (22) Proctor (H) 1 lap/damage; R 
(4) Cole (H) (33kg) 0 laps/spin; R (11) Tordoff (H) 0 laps/spin; R 
(14) Smith (H) 0 laps/spin; R (26) Price (H) 0 laps/damage.
Winner’s average speed: 82.67mph. Fastest lap: Morgan 
1m10.242s (101.43mph). Lap leaders: Sutton 1-7; Morgan 8-19 
(H) = hard tyre.

DRIVERS

POS DRIVER PTS

1 TomIngram 71
2 AdamMorgan 64
3 JoshCook 56
4 JackGoff 55
5 AshSutton 49
6 AidenMoffat 45
7 DanCammish 44
8 ChrisSmiley 33
9 RobAustin 32
10 ColinTurkington 31

11 Rory Butcher 30; 12 Senna Proctor 28; 13 James Cole 28; 14 
Andrew Jordan 27; 15 Tom Chilton 25; 16 Jake Hill 23; 17 Matt 
Neal 23; 18 Rob Collard 22; 19 Ollie Jackson 21; 20 Brett Smith 
20; 21 Matt Simpson 20; 22 Mike Bushell 20; 23 Tom Boardman 
13; 24 Tom Oliphant 11; 25 Sam Tordoff 8; 26 James Nash 6.

INDEPENDENTS

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Ingram 87
2 Morgan 69
3 Moffat 64
4 Goff  61
5 Smiley 49
6 Austin 46
7 Butcher 46
8 Jackson 41
9 Hill  38
10 Cole 38

11 Chilton 37; 12 Smith 34; 13 Boardman 34; 14 Bushell 28; 15 
Oliphant 28; 16 Simpson 27; 17 Nash 22; 18 Tordoff 18; 19 
Stephen Jelley 8; 20 Bobby Thompson 7; 21 Michael Caine 4.

JACK SEARS TROPHY

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Cammish 80
2 Butcher 79
3 Smiley 71
4 Hill 69
5 Jackson 66
6 Smith 59
7 Bushell 56
8 Simpson 56
9 Oliphant 53
10 Caine 44

11 Thompson 41; 12 Josh Price 31; 13 Sam Smelt 28.

that delayed Moffat, who also tried to 

capitalise on the fight.

Smiley then seemed to struggle with 

the weight and that meant a huge 

queue formed behind the second-

placed man. Cook, Moffat, the flying 

Ingram, Cole and Goff  were in one long 

crocodile and the pressure couldn’t last. 

It didn’t. The scraps eventually led 

to Smiley breaking away again but 

the concertina had been great news 

for Ingram and Goff. They sliced their 

way through the traffic – and emerged 

in third and fifth places after a titanic 

three laps.

On lap nine, Cammish finally gave 

up the unfair fight and Smiley took 

the lead into the Old Hairpin. That 

compromised Cammish’s exit and 

Ingram leapt ahead too. Smiley only 

led one tour before Ingram used 

superior traction out to Coppice to 

break the Northern Irishman’s heart. 

After that, the Toyota was gone.

“Our car, with no weight on and the 

right tyres, is a phenomenon,” said 

Ingram. “We saw the same at Brands. 

The mid-corner to exit is so good I can 

get underneath people. Chris didn’t 

make it easy and he edged me to the 

grass, but we had enough. It was a 

tough fight, but he drove really well. It 

also proved our tactics of  taking the 

pain early on really worked.”

While Smiley was gutted to have lost 

first place – which would have been his 

maiden win –  he was also pleased with 

the result. “I have raced against Tom in 

karts, so we know each other well,” said 

the BTC Norlin man. “He was quick, 

and I wasn’t going to throw it all way for 

no reason. This is real progress for us.”

Goff’s race also came good at the end, 

and his similar master plan to 

Ingram’s worked well. He jumped 

Cammish at the chicane with four laps 

to go to secure a podium and keep the 

heat on in the title chase.

Morgan’s Mercedes-Benz A-Class 

was the star of  the race. Early contact 

with team-mate Oliphant in race one 

consigned him to start in 22nd spot, but 

he was another who had taken all the 

performance limiters in that opener. 

So his charge to fifth in race two was 

superb, and it was capped by the 

fastest lap.

Cole was sixth from the ailing 

poleman Cook and Sutton’s Subaru. 

Rory Butcher (AmDTuning.com MG) 

was in feisty form in a tough midfield 

battle, with different strategies playing 

out. He pulled off  some impressive 

moves on his climb to ninth at the 

flag. It was worth it too when he was 

drawn on reversed-grid pole position.

Turkington’s miserable weekend was 

compounded when his water system 

failed on the way to the grid. Despite a 

quick fix in the pits and him starting 

from the pitlane, he was destined for 

retirement after a few exploratory laps. 

Race three

Turkington’s woe continued before 

the start of  race three when his car 

was again destined for the pitlane as a 

engine failed again. More rapid repairs 

were required to a yet-to-be revealed 

problem. It was the end of  a fruitless 

weekend for him.

The question for race three was how 

long would the hard-tyred runners be 

able to stay at the top? Poleman Butcher 

and Sutton and fourth-placed starter 

Cole had Cook lurking among them, 

and Morgan, Cammish, Goff  and 

Smiley behind were in a similarly 

advantageous position.

Sutton might have expected to leap 

ahead at the start but it took him until 

McLeans to grab top slot in a move that 

slowed Butcher. As Cook tried to move 

into second ahead of  the MG on the 

inside at Coppice, the pair held each 

other up to such an extent that Morgan 

managed to get underneath them both.

But the race was immediately 

neutralised as there was chaos on the 

Craner Curves. Cole had bounced off  a 

kerb and made the slightest of  contact 

with Tordoff, which caused them both 

to spin. Cars scattered everywhere.

When racing resumed on lap seven, 

Morgan used his superior traction 

from the exit of  Coppice to depose 

leader Sutton. A lap later, Cook 

followed through in a similar move.

The next major casualty was Goff. 

Smiley got a run going down the inside 

of  the Eurotech car going into the Old 

Hairpin and the two braved it out for fifth. 

Goff, on the outside, slipped on to 

the grass and that slowed him – and 

the damaged car could only limp to 

the line in 23rd.

On lap 12, Smiley was involved with 

another incident that would spell the 

end of  his race, when he and Cammish 

tried to match each other side-by-side 

down the Craner Curves for fourth 

place. They touched, which gave 

Cammish a puncture and Smiley 

terminal damage.

By this stage, Morgan and Cook 

were secure ahead, with Sutton 

performing miracles in his Levorg 

to hold on in third.

Although Cook closed in on the 

leader, he just couldn’t find a gap. 

“The car was amazing,” said Morgan. 

“To come back from contact with my 

team-mate in race one, which put me 

through the gravel, to a fifth and a win 

was just the rebound we needed.

“I was pushing hard and towards 

the end, my front-left tyre was going. 

I could see Cook catching, but I just 

had enough in hand.”

Cook, for his part, wasn’t going to 

throw away his strongest weekend in 

the championship to date. “Adam was 

just holding me up in the right places 

and there was nothing I could do,” he 

said. “He drove well, really well.”

As other hard-tyred runners dropped 

back through the pack, Moffat made 

the most to grab another rostrum 

finish. His drive had been mature and 

involved a strong pass on Rob Collard 

(WSR BMW 125i M Sport) on lap 16 – 

which was crucial for what would 

eventually be his third spot.

Behind Collard, Andrew Jordan 

(BMW 125i M Sport) took fifth from 

the lame Sutton and Neal, who had 

flown through the order to such a 

degree that he was able to pip 

Ingram, who was suffering with his 

75kg of  success ballast. Even 

though it was a struggle, the points 

were enough for him to remain in 

command of  the championship 

after what has been a rollercoaster 

start to the season.

‘Surely Tordoff will 
have some luck soon?’
BTCC’s top 15 drivers rated, p28

People power: Turkington’s shove
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JOSH COOK
It was so hard to be impressed with Cook’s pole, because almost everyone had assumed he had taken 

one before. Then he won race one, and it was just a normal thing. Cook has been such a fixture at the front 

of the field that it was hard to believe he hadn’t won one yet. But now he has, there will be many, many more 

on the horizon.

STAR DRIVER

WSR RELIABILITY
The BMWs were all at sea in thedampqualifyingsessionatDonington,a legacy of the fact that the rear-

wheel-drive cars never run well in mixed conditions, but Andrew Jordan’s ongoing turbo issues on 

Saturday were a frustration. But then Turkington’s two pointless races on Sunday were a hammer blow. 

Reliability is usually one of the things WSR is most proud of.

WOODEN SPOON

TheHonda

rookiewashappy

withhis

weekend’swork.

Hequalified in

fourth,and

turned that intoa

second in race

oneafteraclever

opening lap.Hetook thehard tyre

in race twowithweightandcoped

well.He fell to fourthand lookedset

tobenefit in race threebutwas

ruledoutaftercontact.
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Ingram’splanwas tocarryhis load

of75kgwith theharder tyres in race

one,and thengoonachargeafter

that.Boydid itwork.He

started race two in13th

andset towork,passing

caraftercaruntil he

hadhit the front for

hissecondwinof

theyear.He

copedmanfully

with fullballast

in the last race

foreighth.

While he admits that he is still 

learning the car, Neal was caught 

out in qualifying and was 17th. His 

charge into the top six in 

race one showed that 

the lessons are being 

learned. Hard tyre woe 

in race two left him 

16th. He climbed to 

seventh in race 

three, and 

stored plenty 

of data.

A great qualifying 

lap in the BMW-

unfriendly mixed 

conditions put 

him on row six, 

and Turks was 

well inside the 

top 10 before he 

was tapped into 

a spin by Senna Proctor. A recovery 

to 10th showed the pace in the car, 

but it went south from there. A 

water pump failure in race two was 

followed by an engine change, but 

then engine issues struck again.

Previously, 

Moffat has 

struggled to 

string together a 

race weekend, 

but he was 

superb here. He 

converted fifth to 

a rostrum in race one, but then had 

the weight and the harder tyre in 

race two – and also made a slip on 

oil – to come home 15th. His race 

three move on Rob Collard for third 

is worth the points alone.

Smileyhas told

anyonewhowill

listenhowcapable

he is,andhe

proved it.Hewas

unlucky tomissout

onpoleandthen

hadthe less

favourableharder

rubber in raceone.But thatsetup

hisweekend,ashestormedrace

twoto leadhis first lap in theBTCC

andthen finishedsecond.Acrash in

race threewasablip.

That Sutton 

walked away still 

fifth in the points is 

remarkable. The 

car was nowhere 

for pace in the 

damp qualifying 

session and he 

was 22nd, but he 

did one of his trademark climbs to 

12th in race one. Race two was a 

building block with eighth and that 

gave him a shot at race three, 

despite the hard tyres. Sixth place 

kept the points tally ticking over.

Sure, pulling the reversed grid in 

race three was lucky, but a driver 

has to put themselves in a position 

to take that luck. Butcher is still 

learning the BTCC and his drive to 

ninth in race two, from 21st, 

showed how far he has come. 

The Brands hero had a torrid time. 

He was blamed for spinning Colin 

Turkington out of race one – where 

Proctor was eighth – and he had to 

start race two from the back. He 

was then caught up in first-lap 

skirmishes in race three.

Running in a solid third in race one, 

he was destined for his first podium 

since his return, but the electrics in 

the gearbox failed. Then he shunted 

on the first lap of race three with 

team-mate James Cole. This form 

has to turn soon, surely?

A turbo problem in qualifying left 

him like a smoke machine, and it 

never really improved. Starting 

30th was always a tough ask, but 

he rolled up his sleeves. The hard 

tyres in race two didn’t help, but fifth 

in race three rescued something. 

Another strong weekend from 

Cole, who is really gelling with the 

car. Built on a strong qualifying with 

fifth in race one and should have 

been in prime position for race two, 

but was battered aside. He and 

team-mate Tordoff collided in R3.

Goff himself admitted to 

overperforming in qualifying, which 

left him sixth. The trouble was he 

had opted for hard tyres to 

to mirror Ingram’s gamble. 

He dropped to 13th in 

race one but bounced 

back while others 

struggled for third 

in race two. That 

should have set 

him up for race 

three, but contact put 

him on the grass. 

There wasn’t a lot more that Morgan 

could have asked for. His revamped 

Merc has a fresh lease of 

pace, but that was 

hidden in qualifying with 

13th. When he 

skittered though 

the gravel in race 

one, things 

looked bleak. 

Went from 22nd 

in race two to 

fifth, and his win 

was superb.

An excellent weekendandone thathe

has been promising. 

running and took a 

sensational last-gasp

Unopposed on his w

maiden win in race on

took the hard tyre and

weight to a creditable

seventh in race two 

and then piled on the

pressure in race 

three for second. 

Cook has shown his 

title aspirations.
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Smalleytosecurethefinalspoton

thepodium.

Green’saudaciousattackaroundthe

outsideof threecarsatRedgatealmost

paidoff onlaptwo,buthisoversteering

carsadlycollectedSmalleyatMcLeans

threelapslater.

GinettaJunior
By Dan Mason

LukeBrowninghitbackwithabraceof

GinettaJuniorvictoriesatDoningtonPark

tograbthechampionshiplead,whileLouis

Fosterscoredamaidenwin.

Browning’stitlerivalAdamSmalleyhad

avisittoforgetincomparison,spinning

outof thethirdandfinalracehavingbeen

otherwiseembroiledinabattlewiththe

RichardsonRacingdriverallweekend.

Smalleygrabbedadoublepoleinsodden

conditionsbutslippedbacktothirdonthe

openinglapof raceone.RookieFostertook

theearlyleaduntil lapfour,whenthelead

quartetwassplitbyslightcontactbetween

BrowningandSmalleyatMcLeans,which

sentthelatterspinningtofourth.

“Icouldseeitwasgoingtokickoff,”were

thethoughtsof third-placedGreg

Johnson,withBrowninghanded

breathingspacetosealtheracevictory

aheadof Foster.

Browningquicklydoubledupinrace

two.AsluggishstartcostSmalleyhispole

positionadvantage,withBrowning’slate

surgeof paceonwornwettyresproving

toomuchforthechasingSmalley.

ItwouldbeFoster,sonof ex-British

TouringCardriverNick,whobroke

Browning’sstrangleholdwitha

determineddefenceinracethree.

“Knowinghe’sacleandriverwas

perfect,”saidFosterashefendedoff

Browning,whileTCRdriverRubenDel

Sarteavoidedtwoincidentsbetween

EliteMotorsportduoFinGreenand

GinettaGT4Supercup
By Dan Mason

HarryKingwasvictoriousin

onlyhissixthGinettaGT4

Supercupattempt,as

DoningtonParkproduced

threedifferentwinners.

TheformerGinettaJunior

frontrunnersavedhisbest

until lastwithalightningstart

inthethirdrace, jumpingfrom

thirdintoaleadhewould

neversurrender.

“If Ihadn’tmadethatstart,I

mightstillbewaiting,”hesaid,

havingskatedoff inthewet

frompolepositioninraceonea

dayprior.

ChampionshipleaderCharlie

LadellprofitedfromKing’s

mistakeoncoldtyresforhis

thirdvictoryof theseason,

nursingwornwettyrestokeep

titlerivalCarlBoardleyatbay.

CenturyMotorsport’sAngus

Fenderjoinedthepaironthe

podiuminonlyhisfourth

Supercuprace.

Doningtonwasagainkindto

TomRoche,ashegrabbedrace

twospoilsonthefinallap.

Long-timeleaderBoardley

slidwideonfluidatthechicane

followingasafetycarperiod,

Rochedivinginsidedecisively

atRedgate.“Hecouldhaveshut

meout,butdidn’t,”saidRoche,

returningtohis“lucky”green

colourscheme.

BritishF4
By Stephen Lickorish

StuckinthegravelatMcLeans

aftercontactwithtitlerival

AyrtonSimmonsinraceone,it

lookedlikeitwouldbeaweekend

toforgetforKiernJewiss.Butthe

DoubleRdriverwasinnomood

togiveup.

Heputinanincredible

performanceinracetwotostorm

from13thonthegrid(basedonrace

onefinishingpositions)towin.

Yes,hewasaidedbyafive-second

penaltyforon-the-roadwinner

DennisHaugerforexceeding

tracklimits,butJewissstillhada

lotof worktodo–abrilliantmove

onSimmonsaroundtheoutside

of Redgatewithtwolapstogo

sealingthevictory.

“Everyonewasonbrandnew

tyresandwegetthemuptospeed

fasterthaneveryoneelse–Iknew

Ihadtogetonwithitinthefirst

laps,”saidadelightedJewiss.

“We’vegotthreelesscarsto

overtakeinracethree[toget

anotherwin]!”

Andhegotclose,too–butPatrik

Pasma’sdefencewastoostrong,

limitinghimtothird.

TheotherDoningtonstarwas

JohnathanHoggard,whowon

racesoneandthreehaving

missedoutonhismaidenwinat

Brandsafterafalsestart.

Porsche Carrera Cup GB
By Stephen Lickorish

Over thepast twoseasonsof the
PorscheCarreraCupGBonly three
differentdriverswon races.But
there’sbeenaverydifferent story
in2018with fourdifferentwinners
in the first four contests–and three
of thosewere first-timevictors.
Thefirstof thoseatDonington

wasTioEllinas–but itwasfar from

straightforwardfortheCypriot.

Firsthe lostout to fellowfront-row

starterLewisPlatothroughtheCraner

Curvesontheopeningtour.Thatproblem

wasswiftlydealtwith,ashegotback

aheadatCoppicethree laps laterand

startedtobuildagap.

Butthenextproblemwaspoints leader

DinoZamparelli.TheRedlinedriverwas

closingfast–havingalsodispatchedPlato

earlyon.Zamparelliusedallof his

experiencetonarrowathree-secondgap

to just three tenthsat the flag,butwas

unable tomakeamove.

Ellinasstillwasn’t secureof victory

however,with the finalproblembeing

AmracerPeterMangion.Hewasabout to

be lappedas the leaderscrossed the line

but, ina trulybizarre incident,wasspun

into theRedgategravelbyEllinas

meaninghedidn’tget tosee the

chequered flag.

“I sawthe leaderswerecomingandI

movedover to let –whoI later foundout

wasTio– through,”saidMangion.“By

thatpoint [Ellinasarrivingat thecorner]

Ihadturned inandI thinkhemight’ve

lockedup.Hedidn’tneedtoberacingme

andthathascostmemysecondplace

[inclass].”

Ellinasexplained:“Ididn’t see the

chequered flagbecause Iwaschecking

mymirrorsso Iwent toovertake.Hegave

meroom,but thenheturned intomeon

thebackof mybumper.”

Luckily,Ellinaswasable tokeepthewin

butwasdockedthreechampionship

points for theerror.

“Itwasmymaidenwin insportscar

racingso Iamdelightedabout that,”he

added.“Ionlyhadthreedaysof

pre-seasontestingwithanewteam

[Slidesports]buthave takentwoseconds

andawin! Itwasabitedgytowards the

endandIwascheckingmymirrorsall

the time.”

In the longerrace two, therewas

anothernewwinnerasLewisPlato led

fromlights-to-flagbuthadTomWrigley

andZamparelli looming inhismirrors

afteramid-racesafetycar.

“Itmeanssomuch[his firstwin]and it

takes theweightoff myshoulders,”said

Plato,whothrewawayawinatBrands

whenhespunfollowingasafetycar

restart. “GettingsocloseatBrandsHatch

was toughandIwould’vekickedmyself if

Ihadn’twon[sosoonafterBrands]. I

think it’s takenabout threeyearsoff my

lifewith thepressure!”

RenaultUKClioCup
By Stephen Lickorish

BothDoningtonClioCup

racesendedwithvictory

forJamesDorlin–butthey

wereachievedinvery

differentways.

Thefirstracewasthe

morestraightforward,as

theWestbournedriverwon

bysevenseconds.Helost

outatthestartwithtoo

muchwheelspin,asteam-

mateJamesColburn

grabbedtheadvantage,but

asafetycardeployed

becauseof anumberof

strandedcars,gaveDorlin

chancetoget itback.

Hemadeabrilliant

restart topassColburn

intoRedgateandpulled

awayforacomfortablewin

–withatracklimits

penaltyforColburngiving

DanRowbottomsecond.

“Weneededaresult like

thattogetbackintothe

titlefight,”enthusedDorlin.

JackMcCarthywasthe

earlyracetwoleaderbut

Dorlindivedaheadonlap

twooutof OldHairpin,

afterColburnhadspunoff

atRedgate.Butthistime

Dorlinwasunabletopull

awaywithBradleyBurns

pressinghimhard.The

Pyrodriverpulledoff a

greatmovearoundthe

outsideofMcLeanstotake

theleadonlap10of 13,but

Dorlinretaliatedalaplater

throughtheCranerCurves

andjustheldonfor

anotherwin.

Double delight for Browning as Smalley has a nightmare

King crowned a winner in his second Supercup weekend as Ladell and Roche also star

Incredible drive from
Jewiss seals first win

Dorlin claims a
double Clio victory

SUPPORTS

Porsche Carrera Cup GB 
(23 laps) 1 Tio Ellinas 
(Slidesports); 2 Dino Zamparelli 
(Redline) +0.320s; 3 Daniel 
Harper (JTR); 4 Tom Wrigley 
(JTR); 5 Lewis Plato (JTR); 6 Dan 
Vaughan (Motorbase). Fastest lap 
Zamparelli 1m14.047s (96.21mph). 
Pole Ellinas. Starters 23. Race 2 
(33 laps) 1 Plato; 2 Wrigley 
+0.682s; 3 Zamparelli; 4 Ellinas; 
5 Will Bratt (IN2 Racing); 6 
Jamie Orton (JTR). FL Zamparelli 
1m07.203s (106.01mph). P Plato. 
S 23. Points (after 4/16 
rounds) 1 Zamparelli 36; 2 
Ellinas 34; 3 Plato 27; 4 Wrigley 
22; 5 George Gamble (Team 
Parker Racing) 20; 6 Harper 14. 

Renault UK Clio Cup (17 laps) 
1 James Dorlin (Westbourne 
Motorsport); 2 Daniel Rowbottom 
(Team Pyro) +7.128s; 3 Jack 
McCarthy (Team Pyro); 4 James 
Colburn (Westbourne); 5 Brett 
Lidsey (MRM); 6 Max Coates 
(Team Pyro). FL Bradley Burns 
(Team Pyro) 1m16.891s 
(92.65mph). P Dorlin. S 19. Race 
2 (13 laps) 1 Dorlin; 2 Burns 
+0.366s; 3 McCarthy; 4 Paul 
Rivett (WDE Motorsport); 5 Zak 
Fulk (Team Pyro); 6 Coates. FL 
Burns 1m16.660s (92.93mph). P 
Burns. S 19. Points (after 4/18 
rounds) 1 Coates 71; 2 Rivett 
66; 3 McCarthy 66; 4 Dorlin 62; 
5 Burns 54; 6 Rowbottom 53.

British F4 (12 laps) 1 
Johnathan Hoggard (Fortec); 
2 Seb Priaulx (Arden) +1.215s; 
3 Jack Doohan (Arden); 4 Dennis 
Hauger (Arden); 5 Hampus 
Ericsson (Fortec); 6 Ayrton 
Simmons (JHR Developments). 
FL Kiern Jewiss (Double R) 
1m20.988s (87.97mph). 
P Hoggard. S 14. Race 2 (18 
laps) 1 Jewiss; 2 Simmons 
+0.826s; 3 Hauger; 4 Doohan; 
5 Hoggard; 6 Priaulx. FL Jewiss 
1m08.682s (103.73mph). P 
Ericsson. S 14. Race 3 (15 laps) 
1 Hoggard; 2 Patrik Pasma 
(Arden) +11.575s; 3 Jewiss; 
4 Doohan; 5 Priaulx; 6 Simmons. 
FL Hauger 1m08.781s 
(103.58mph). P Pasma. S 14. 
Points (after 6/30 rounds) 
1 Simmons 102; 2 Jewiss 88; 
3 Priaulx 85; 4 Hoggard 78; 
5 Doohan 62; 6 Hauger 51.

Ginetta Junior (9 laps) 1 Luke 
Browning (Richardson Racing); 
2 Louis Foster (Elite Motorsport) 
+2.795s; 3 Greg Johnson (Elite 
Motorsport); 4 Adam Smalley 
(Elite Motorsport); 5 Ruben Del 
Sarte (TCR); 6 Fin Green (Elite 
Motorsport). FL Smalley 
1m33.812s (75.94mph). 
P Smalley. S 20. Race 2 (12 
laps) 1 Browning; 2 Smalley 
+3.128s; 3 Foster; 4 Matt Luff 
(Richardson Racing); 5 James 
Taylor (Richardson Racing); 6 Del 
Sarte. FL Browning 1m25.791s 
(83.04mph). P Smalley. S 20. 
Race 3 (12 laps) 1 Foster; 
2 Browning +0.338s; 3 Del Sarte; 
4 Patrick Kibble (TCR); 5 James 
Hedley (Elite Motorsport); 
6 Green. FL Foster 1m25.163s 
(83.65mph). P Browning. S 20. 
Points (after 5/26 rounds) 
1 Browning 157; 2 Foster 136; 
3 Del Sarte 121; 4 Smalley 120; 
5 Green 82; 6 Kibble 81.

Ginetta GT4 Supercup (12 
laps) 1 Charlie Ladell (Rob 
Boston Racing); 2 Carl Boardley 
(Team Hard) +2.314s; 3 Angus 
Fender (Century Motorsport); 4 
Tom Roche (Rob Boston Racing); 
5 Adam Shepherd (Rob Boston 
Racing); 6 Harry King (Elite 
Motorsport). FL King 1m18.309s 
(90.98mph). P King. S 19. Race 
2 (17 laps) 1 Roche; 2 Boardley 
+0.602s; 3 Ladell; 4 King; 
5 Shepherd; 6 Carl Shield (AK 
Automotive). FL Ladell 1m09.581s 
(102.39mph). P Ladell. S 19. 
Race 3 (16 laps) 1 King; 
2 Ladell +6.387s; 3 Shepherd; 4 
Boardley; 5 Roche; 6 Jac Constable 
(Fix Auto Racing). FL Boardley 
1m09.562s (102.42mph). P 
Shield. S 18. Points (after 6/23 
rounds) 1 Ladell 191; 2 Boardley 
179; 3 King 145; 4 Roche 116; 5 
Constable 106; 6 Shield 100.

Four different
victors from
first four races

Ellinas had to defend from 

menacing Zamparelli to win

Browning won twice at Donington

Plato rebounded from Brands error

Photos: JakobEbrey,DanBathie

‘Jewiss was sensational 
in the second race’
British Formula 4, below

NEW WINNERS IN CARRERA CUP 
AS ELLINAS AND PLATO STAR
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BRITISH GT REPORT: ROCKINGHAM

ChaosreignsatRockingham,butat least itdidn’t rain...much.ByRobertLadbrook

L
ee Mowle had a 
pretty unique view 
for qualifying. 
It’s a place that 
few others are 
allowed to stand. 
But he wasn’t 

standing at all, he was sat 
dejectedly staring at the 
barrier. In the pouring rain.

Mowle had spun his Mercedes-AMG 

GT3 on the exit of  the last chicane on his 

out-lap and nudged into the pit wall 

barriers. Stranded on the wet grass, he 

couldn’t get going again and instead 

had to just sit and stare. And perhaps 

swear a bit over the radio.

Come Sunday, he found himself  

staring down at his team from the 

podium’stopstep,celebratinghis first 

British GT victory alongside Dutchman 

Yelmer Buurman. How did he do it? 

“I have literally no idea how we won 

this race,” Mowle said. “Honestly, 

I actually hate this track. And I don’t 

think I’ve ever hated it more than in 

qualifying. So how we won it… 

I really don’t know!”

Mowle and Buurman emerged 

unscathed from what was one of  the 

most incident-filled British GT races 

yet, when all of  their rivals didn’t. 

The Mercedes should never have been 

a contender after that qualifying faux 

pas, which led to it starting last in GT3. 

But consistency, not sheer speed, and 

a cool head from the ERC Sport team 

made the dream comeback a reality.

In the driving seat early on was 

Barwell Motorsport duo Jon Minshaw 

and Phil Keen, who both produced 

brilliant qualifying laps to just pip the 

Optimum Motorsport Aston Martin of  

Flick Haigh and Jonny Adam to pole.

However, with the Lambo carrying an 

additional 20-second penalty after their 

win in the controversial second ‘race’ at 

Oulton Park, Minshaw had work to do.

The Lamborghini Huracan likes 

Rockingham. Being mid-engined it 

thrives on the traction-dependent 

stop-start nature of  the track, 

especially when it’s slippery. The 

pair were hoping for something 

resembling the wet conditions of  

qualifying, and so nearly got them.

The field lined up under steady 

drizzle, but it wasn’t enough to convince 

anybody that wets were the right call. 

Minshaw made early progress to craft a 

five-second lead, only for a safety car 

appearance to erode it when Shaun 

Balfe hit the Turn 4 wall hard in his 

McLaren after clipping a GT4 runner.

At the second attempt Minshaw 

monstered the restart, helped by 

having a lapped GT4 car running 

between him and second-placed 

team-mate Sam de Haan. Once in 

clean air, Minshaw built up a 

comfortable 10.8s advantage and 

looked odds-on to overturn the 

20-second deficit at his stop.

Then, cue the safety car again. This 

time called for David Pattison beaching 

his GT4 McLaren at Chapman Curve. 

That was a critical blow for Minshaw/

Keen’s hopes of  the win, but a strong 

result was still on the cards. 

But then an even bigger dose of  bad 

luck intervened.

Growing tired and with fading tyres, 

Minshaw couldn’t pull away from 

de Haan and the charging Graham 

Davidson in the Jetstream Aston on 

the second restart. Davidson snatched 

second and then pressured Minshaw 

until they both dived in for the pits at 

the first opportunity.

When Minshaw exited the Lambo, he 

immediately removed his helmet in the 

live pitlane, something the rules forbid. 

Keen took over in second and set about 

chasing down Maxime Martin, now in 

the Jetstream car that had inherited 

the lead by dint of  its quicker stop. 

But his charge was swiftly ended 

when the Lambo copped a 10-second 

stop-go penalty for Minshaw’s 

accidental transgression.

To compound Barwell’s misery, 

Jonny Cocker was unable to rejoin 

the race after taking over from 

de Haan when the car’s auto-clutch 

failed and refused to give him first gear.

Barwell’s capitulation looked to have 

handed Jetstream the win, until that 

car was given a drivethrough penalty 

for repeatedly straying beyond 

track limits.

Combine all that mess with two 

further brief  safety car periods to clear 

away errant cars, and suddenly that 

lowly, trouble-free Mercedes came into 

play by simply ticking off  the laps.

Mowle ran eighth by the time he 

handed over to Buurman, but at least 

kept things clean. With the litany of  

issues ahead, Buurman – who was by 

now running third having passed 

Darren Turner’s Beechdean Aston – 

suddenly found himself  leading.

MERCEDESSPRINGSA
MOWLE,BUURMAN BENEFIT

RESULTS

BRDC British Formula 3
Race 1: Tom Gamble (Fortec Motorsports)
Race 2: Kush Maini (Lanan Racing)
Race 3: Linus Lundqvist (Double R)

Ginetta GT5 Challenge
Race 1: James Kellett 
Race 2: James Kellett 
Race 3: Geri Nicosia 

Ginetta Racing Drivers’ Club
Race 1: James Crawshaw 
Race 2: James Crawshaw 

Mini Challenge
Race 1: Ant Whorton-Eales 
Race 2: Ant Whorton-Eales 

VW Racing Cup
Race 1: Toby Davis (Golf)
Race 2: Martin Depper (Scirocco)

ROUND-UP

With five different winners from the first 

five races – including four teams – 

the 2018 BRDC British Formula 3 

Championship is proving to be one of 

the most hotly contested series in the UK. 

Swede Linus Lundqvist put himself at the 

top of the standings after occupying every 

step of the podium across the weekend, 

in the process becoming the first 

double-winner.

“I think it’s a very tough championship 

and we need to be able to fight for the 

podium every weekend. Every point you 

can score is going to be valuable,” he said.

The Double R driver could only follow 

poleman Tom Gamble home in race one on 

a wet track as Douglas Motorsport’s Jordan 

Cane completed the podium, capitalising 

on a first-lap collision between several 

drivers including former championship 

leader, Nicolai Kjaergaard.

The Carlin driver made amends for his 

DNF in the full-reverse grid race two, as 

he stormed through from 13th to second 

at the flag.

Lanan’s Kush Maini made the most of 

Sunday’s dry conditions to take the lead by 

the end of the opening lap after starting fifth 

– despite dropping to seventh by Deene – 

to win as Lundqvist finished third, which is 

where he would start for the final race.

A lightning getaway gave him a lead 

he would not relinquish, as polesitter 

Maini dropped to third and fellow 

front-row starter Kjaergaard finished 

second for Carlin.

Billy Monger endured a difficult weekend, 

recording a best finish of seventh after 

problems in the wet race one and being 

taken out by Gamble in race three.

Former GT5 Challenge champion 

James Kellett staked his claim for another 

title as he took two wins and a second 

place in the three races at Rockingham 

and moved into the championship lead. 

He was followed home by Alex Toth Jones 

both times, as series leader and runner-up 

last year, Shane Stoney, recorded a best 

result of third place in race two.

Geri Nicosia capitalised on the partial 

reverse grid in race three to win from a 

charging Kellett.

The first VW Racing Cup race had to be 

restarted following a high-speed crash for 

Ruaridh Clark on the Turn 1 banking and 

at the restart poleman Jamie Bond bogged 

down as former BTCC driver Martin Depper 

shot into the lead. An opportunistic move 

around the outside into the right-hand 

hairpin of Tarzan put Bond in the gravel 

and down the order.

Depper led but ran deep into Deene and 

out of contention, giving Chris Panayiotou 

the lead but he too hit problems when his 

front bumper came loose, slowing him 

down and allowing Toby Davis to come 

through for the win, from the recovering 

Panayiotou.

In race two, Bond had established a 

healthy lead mid-way through proceedings 

courtesy of starting from pole in the partially 

reverse-grid race. But a blown engine for 

Simon Walton’s Audi TT dropped oil, with 

Bond one of several drivers to find the 

gravel as the red flags flew.

At the restart, Depper shot through from 

third on the grid to take the lead and the win.

Ant Whorton-Eales dominated both Mini 

Challenge races, as his main challenger 

Nathan Harrison suffered a broken gearbox 

pin on the opening lap of race one and was 

forced to retire.

The second race was chaotic, as 

polesitter Henry Neal, son of BTCC driver 

Matt, lost drive leaving the grid and retired. 

A red flag period to remove several cars 

after a crash at Turn 1 didn’t stop Whorton-

Eales, who beat Jordan Collard to the flag 

as Harrison charged through to third from 

27th on the grid.

Stefan Mackley

Mercedes drivers were surprised by the Rockingham result

Lundqvist was never off the British F3 podium
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SURPRISE

Mowle/Buurman won it 

from the back of the grid

Repetition isn’t always a bad thing.

If you find a winning formula, then

it’s probably best practice to stick

to it. That was exactly what HHC 

Motorsport did when it pulled off

the exact same tactic that brought

it glory at this race last year.

In 2017, Will Tregurtha and 

Stuart Middleton overcame a 

stubborn McLaren by running an

alternate pit strategy. This year 

Patrik Matthiesen and Callum 

Pointon followed in their 

wheeltracks to achieve exactly the

same thing in their Ginetta G55.

The fleet of McLarens were 

absolute weapons around 

Rockingham. Being mid-engined

the car enjoys great traction, so it

was little surprise that the brand

locked out the front row in the 

soakedqualifyingsession, thanks

togreateffortsbythefactory

juniordriverteamsof Charlie

Fagg/MichaelO’BrienandLewis

Proctor/JordanAlbert.

Butduringthedrierrace,

themomentumshifted.The

downsideof strongtractionis

greatertyrewear,andbymidrace

theMcLarenswerestruggling.

Faggledthefieldaway,but

Matthiesenputinastunningearly

stinttosurgeuptheorderfrom

fourthtorunsecond,rarelyever

lessthanacar’s lengthfrom

Fagg’sbumper.

DespitetheGinettadriver’sbest

efforts,Matthiesencouldn’t finda

waypastontrack.“Ikeptgetting

alongsidehim[Fagg]onthetwisty

middlesector,buteverytimewe

gottoastraighthejust leftme

behindagain,”saidMatthiesen.

“Myteamwerewatchingwhatthey

didwiththeirstopandIthinkthey

haveatrickaroundherebecause

theycalledmetosay‘stayoutand

pushlikemad’soIdid.”

HHC USES OLD TRICKS TO CLAIM WIN

Matthiesen’s first 

stint set up the win

“I just kept pushing, and the team 

radioed me to say the two cars ahead 

had problems, so I just kept going!” said 

Buurman. “Having a car that’s kind to 

its tyres is key here, but I think we had 

more than a little luck too.”

The rest of  the GT3 field also struggled. 

Both TF Sport Astons suffered. Mark 

Farmer/Nicki Thiim’s car suffered an 

electrical issue that forced it to cut out 

repeatedly on the banking early on. 

They were eighth. The sister car of  Derek 

Johnston/Marco Sorensen finished 

second on the road, despite serving an 

early drivethrough penalty for avoidable 

contact. But was then demoted a further 

30 seconds post-race for also nerfing Rick 

Parfitt Jr’s Bentley into a spin at Tarzan 

in the first stint. That left them seventh.

Haigh/Adam’s Aston fell back when 

Haigh was sent sailing into the Tarzan 

gravel after sliding off  on oil. She 

successfully rejoined, but Adam 

could only climb to fourth.

Callum MacLeod and Ian Loggie 

sealed second in the amended result 

on what was otherwise a pretty 

lacklustre weekend for Team Parker 

Racing’s Bentleys.

For reigning champion Parfitt, that 

mid-race spin was the icing on a rather 

rotten cake. With the car struggling 

for any form of  grip in the wet on 

Saturday, he and Ryan Ratcliffe 

qualified well down the order and 

struggled to make many inroads 

during the damp early stages. 

Ratcliffe took the car over but lost time 

with an electrical issue that limited the 

car to a disappointing ninth.

GT4

Jetstream Aston 

suffered heartbreak

Minshaw led early on, 

but was penalised

MatthiesenwasthelastGT4car

to pit, completing an additional 

three tours. And when Pointon 

took over, he emerged ahead of 

O’Brien when he relayed Fagg.

With clean air Pointon didn’t 

look back and scorched clear. 

“The car felt amazing and we’re 

good on tyres around here, and 

I think that really showed in the 

closing stages,” he said. “All 

credit to the team. They called 

this brilliantly.”

O’Brien’s tyre weakness showed 

in the closing stages as his 570S 

GT4 was swamped by both RJN 

Nissans and the Academy 

Aston Martin and fell to fifth.

Stephen Johansen/Jesse Anttila 

led the Nissan charge, driving 

consistently to second and the Pro-

Am class win ahead of Will Moore/

Matt Nicoll-Jones’ Vantage. Kelvin 

Fletcher/Martin Plowman were 

fourth in the second 370Z.

Adam Balon/Ben Barnicoat 

wouldhavebeeninthehuntfor

the win in their Track-Club 

McLaren. They’d qualified third 

with no success penalty, but picked 

up a stop-go for shaving time from 

their pitstop and then dropped out 

with an engine issue. 

Century’s BMW pairing of Ben 

Green/Ben Tuck ran well early 

on, but lost time when Green 

overshot the run into Deene 

Hairpin during his stint.

Balfe Motorsport’s Graham 

Johnson/Mike Robinson struggled 

with car balance for much of the 

weekend, and they also copped a 

stop-go for Robinson starting the 

McLaren’s engine before it had 

been dropped off the jacks during 

the driver change. Nick Jones 

drove brilliantly to hold the Pro-

Am lead for much of the first half 

of the race, but lost time after being 

punted into a spin. Scott Malvern 

recovered the Oulton-winning 

Mercedes-AMG to fourth in Pro-Am.

RJN Nissan ran well, with Johansen/Anttila second overall

British GT3 (82 laps) 1 Lee Mowle/Yelmer 
Buurman (ERC Sport Mercedes-AMG); 2 Ian 
Loggie/Callum MacLeod (Bentley Continental) 
+23.752s; 3 Andrew Howard/Darren Turner 
(Beechdean AMR Aston Martin Vantage); 4 
Flick Haigh/Jonny Adam (Optimum Motorsport 
Aston Martin Vantage); 5 Graham Davidson/
Maxime Martin (Jetstream Motorsport Aston 
Martin Vantage); 6 Jon Minshaw/Phil Keen 
(Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan). 
Fastest lap: Marco Sorensen (TF Sport Aston 
Martin Vantage) 1m17.769s (89.80mph). Pole: 

Minshaw/Keen 3m03.063s (combined time). 
Starters: 12.
Points (after 3/10 rounds) 1 Mowle/
Buurman 64.5; 2 Keen/Minshaw 49; 3 Turner/
Howard 48.5; 4 Haigh/Adam/MacLeod/Loggie 
43; 5 Sorensen/Derek Johnston 29; 6 Nicki 
Thiim/Mark Farmer 21.  
GT4 (79 laps) 1 Patrik Matthiesen/Callum 
Pointon (HHC Motorsport Ginetta G55); 2 
Stephen Johansen/Jesse Anttila (UltraTek Team 
RJN Nissan 370Z) -1 lap; 3 Will Moore/Matt 
Nicoll-Jones (Academy Motorsport Aston 

Martin Vantage); 4 Kelvin Fletcher/Martin 
Plowman (UltraTek Team RJN Nissan 370Z); 
5 Charlie Fagg/Michael O’Brien (Tolman 
Motorsport McLaren 570S); 6 Daniel McKay/
Finlay Hutchison (Equipe Verschuur McLaren 
570S). FL Matthiesen 1m23.642s (83.49mph). 
P Fagg/O’Brien 3m10.645s (combined time). 
Class winners: Johansen/Anttila. S 22. Points: 
1 Matthiesen/Pointon 51.5; 2 O’Brien/Fagg 
39; 3 Ben Barnicoat/Adam Balon 33; 4 Jack 
Mitchell 30; 5 Ricky Collard 30; 6 Plowman/
Fletcher 28.

RESULTS
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All Comers Race
Jonathan Bevan/Rod Birley (Honda Integra)

BCV8 Championship
Race 1: Rob Spencer (MGB GT V8)
Race 2: Rob Spencer (MGB GT V8)

British Thoroughbreds
Kevin Doyle/Patrick Doyle (Jaguar XJ-12 Coupe)

Equipe GTS Group A
Race 1: Tom Smith (MGB Roadster)
Race 2: Tom Smith (MGB Roadster)

Equipe GTS Group B
Race 1: Babak Farsian (MGB Roadster)
Race 2: Tom Grindall (MG Midget)

Equipe Pre ’63
Race 1: Bill Rawles/Jack Rawles
(Austin Healey 3000)
Race 2: Paul Kennelly (Austin Healey 100/M)

Iconic 50s
Race 1: Mark Ellis (MGA Twin Cam)
Race 2: Mark Ellis (MGA Twin Cam)

Metro Cup
Race 1: Andrew Ashton (Rover Metro GTi)
Race 2: Jack Ashton (Rover Metro GTi)

MG Cup
Race 1: Mike Williams (Rover Metro)
Race 2: Mike Williams (Rover Metro)

MG Trophy
Race 1: Chris Bray (ZR 190)
Race 2: Graham Ross (ZR 190)

Midget/Sprite Challenge
Race 1: Stephen Collier (MG Midget)
Race 2: Stephen Collier (MG Midget)

Triple-M Racing Challenge
Race 1: Tony Seber (Wolseley Hornet Special)
Race 2: Rod Seber (Wolseley Hornet Special)

WINNERS

Spencer (right) is

unbeaten this year

RobSpencersurvivedanervyoff-
trackmoment in raceoneanda late
charge fromIanPrior in race twoto
claimadouble triumph in thepairof
BCV8Championshipencounters
heldatBrandsHatch tomaintain
hisunbeatenstart to theseason.
Withslipperyconditionsinqualifying

contributingtoajumbledgrid,hopesfor

twointriguingraceswerehigh.Spencer

madelightworkof histhirdrowstartin

theopener,blastingintoanimmediate

leadinhisMGBGTV8aheadof the

similarcarsof JamesandJonnie

Wheeler.Attheendof theopening

lap,though,anoff atPaddockHill for

reigningchampionRussellMcCarthy

broughtoutthesafetycar.

Spencercontinuedtoleadonceracing

resumed,butNeilFowlerwastheman

onthemovebehind.Havingstarted

10th,Fowlerpoweredhiswayupto

thirdbySurteesonlapsix.Twolaps

later,herelievedJamesWheelerof

secondwithadaringmovearound

theoutsideclimbingHailwoodHill.

Shortlyafter,Spencernarrowly

avoideddisasterwhenhewaseased

ontothegrassalongCooperStraight,

attemptingtoscythethroughbattling

traffic.Undeterred,hekepthiscool

tohangontowinfromFowlerand

JamesWheeler.

Withrainbeginningtofallatthe

startof thesecondrace,Fowlerwas

atthecentreof theactionagainwhen

hespunatGrahamHillBend.Many

followingdriverswereabletotake

evasiveaction,butSimonCrippsand

BabakFarsianwerenotsolucky,

unavoidablymakingcontact.Guy

SamuelsalsorolledtoahaltinhisV8

Roadsteratthesamespot,contributing

toaracestoppage.NeitherFowlernor

Crippstooktherestart.

JamesWheelerbrieflyledthe

restartedevent,butthein-formSpencer

wasinfrontbyPaddockonlaptwoand

wentontorecordhisthirdwininthree

starts.Behindhimthough,Prioralmost

roundedoff aheroicchargefrom18th

onthegridbysnatchingvictoryonthe

dashtotheline.

FormertriplechampionChrisBray

wasdeclaredthewinnerof thefirst

MGTrophyChampionshiprace

followingtwostoppages.Series

returneeBrayhadindulgedina

closetusslewithSilverstonedouble

winnerJasonBurgessbeforeashunt

ontheinsideof PaddockforAndy

Firthcausedthefirstredflag.

Brayledfrompoleaftertherestart,but

thecontestwasbroughttoanabruptend

afteryoungsterTylorBallardsuffereda

spectacularrollatPaddock.

ClassBpacesetterPaulLutibuiltupa

comfortableleadinthesecondcontest

beforeBray,strugglingwithasuspected

brakeissue,tangledwithBurgessat

Surtees.Theircollision,coupledwitha

latecautionperiod,helpedGrahamRoss

catchLutiandsnatchthespoilsbefore

thefinish.BenMillsinheritedthird

whenMattTurnbullwaspenalised

forovertakingunderthesafetycar.

TomSmithsteeredhisMGBRoadster

toalights-to-flagsuccessinbothEquipe

GTSGroupAcontests.SimonCripps

finishedaclosesecondinhissimilar

carinthefirstraceafterWilf Penrose

spunhisTVRGranturaMkIIIintothe

Paddockgravel.

Smith’smarginof victoryoverCripps

wasmoreconvincinginracetwo.Chris

Ryanchargedthroughfromtheback

toclaimthirdinhisTriumphTR4.

MGBRoadstersfilledthefirstfive

placesinthefirstGroupBrace.Babak

Farsianscoredadominantwinwhile

GarryTownsendheldoff DavidKeers-

Trafford’srace-longchallengetoclaim

second.Bothdrivershadbenefitedfrom

SimonMilnergoingoff atClarkCurve

tosealthefinalpodiumspots.Roadster

dominationwasbrokeninracetwoas

TomGrindalltookanimpressivewinin

hisMGMidgetaheadof Keers-Trafford.

FormerMGTrophychampion

AndrewAshtontookadvantageof apoor

openinglapforyoungerbrotherJack

andclaimedsiblingbraggingrightswith

victoryinthefirstMetroCuprace.Jack

reversedtheresultwithacommanding

successoverhis elderbrother in the

secondevent.MarkEales finisheda

distant thirdoneachoccasion.

ThesameWolseleyHornetSpecial

wasdriven tovictory inbothTripleM

Challengeencounters.TonySeber

defeatedHarryPainter’sMGPAto

winraceone,beforeRodSeber

clinchedvictoryaheadof Mike

Painter’sMGKayneSpecial ina

secondouting thatwashampered

bycold track temperatures.

StephenCollierproveduncatchable

inbothMidget/SpriteChallenge

events.TheAustinHealeySpriteof

PaulCampfieldbeatRichardBridge’s

MkIIversion to second inraceone.

Bridgegainedhis revenge inrace

two, leavingCampfield to fendoff

StephenPegram’sMidget ina tense

battle for third.

SUBLIMESPENCERHOLDSONFOR
BCV8BRACEATBRANDSHATCH

Smith won both Equipe GTS Group A races

Robi Bernberg brought two of the best-looking cars to the MGCC 
meeting at Brands Hatch in a weekend that delivered mixed 
fortunes for him. Driving his TVR Grantura Mk III (above) in 
the pair of Equipe GTS Class A contests, Bernberg claimed two 
fourth place finishes. In the opener, he was narrowly beaten to 
the podium by Rob Spencer’s MGB Roadster. In race two, he 
held off Wilf Penrose’s similar car to replicate his earlier result. 
Bernberg also qualified a Cooper T39 Bobtail in the Iconic 50s 
double-header, the car failed to fire up as the pack left the line 
in race one though, curtailing his hopes.

Australia had representation on the grid for 
the pair of Iconic 50s contests at Brands 
Hatch as Dave Godwin shipped his MGA 
Roadster over from Down Under. Driving 
a car that started life as an Australian-
assembled Monza Red 1500cc, Godwin 
became the fourth owner of the car, known 
as ‘Birdcage A’, 12 years ago and is hopeful 
of competing in more UK events in the 
coming year. Despite being delayed at the 
start of race one, he recorded a 12th place 
finish before finishing ninth in race two. 
Both races were won by Mark Ellis in his 
MGA Twin Cam. 

Many MG cars and drivers took centre stage at 
Brands Hatch, but Brian Arculus was one driver 
who starred throughout the pair of Equipe Pre ’63 
contests at the wheel of his smartly presented Lotus 
Elite. Arculus was at the heart of much of the action 
in race one, battling firstly with Richard Woolmer’s 
Turner Mk II over fourth before charging through 
to challenge Paul Kennelly’s Austin Healey 100/M 
for second. Arculus made the best start to lead 
the chasing pack in race two but was baulked by 
backmarkers mid-race. This dropped him to second 
behind Kennelly, but it was still a result he greeted 
with satisfaction as he crossed the line. 
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H
aving made the 
decision to switch 
to rallycross from 
circuit racing, 
Swede Johan 
Kristoffersson 
began his first 

full-time World Rallycross 
Championship campaign in 2015 
and won the opening round of the 
season in Portugal.

Give or take a handful of  days, 

Kristroffersson embarked on the 

2018 edition of  the Portuguese event 

at Montalegre three years later, now 

with his first FIA World crown in his 

pocket and at the head of  the points 

table after one round this year. That 

was despite a challenging round one in 

Spain a fortnight earlier, which he won 

when Mattias Ekstrom was 

disqualified from the final.

While there was no repeat of  the 

Spanish Turn 1 controversy in the 

round two final in Portugal, again 

Kristoffersson and the PSRX 

Volkswagen Sweden team were unable 

to produce the dominant form it had 

displayed last year. 

Peugeot’s now full works effort 

secured the spoils on day one with 

Sebastien Loeb setting the fastest time 

in Q1 before his team-mate Timmy 

Hansen stopped the clocks first in Q2. 

Loeb was just shy of  the best time but 

still held the overnight lead.

On Sunday, it was EKS Audi Sport’s 

turn to head the order. New signing 

Andreas Bakkerud twice set the fastest 

time in Q3 and Q4 to knock Loeb off  top 

spot in the Intermediate Classification. 

Team owner Mattias Ekstrom was 

third, sandwiched by Peugeot pairing 

Loeb and Hansen.

PSRX’s Polo Rs meanwhile didn’t 

feature on the front row of the semi-

finals for the first time in their 

history. Kristoffersson ended up fifth 

at the intermediate stage with Petter 

Solberg sixth.

But, as the weather continually 

changed in the Vila Real mountains 

through the weekend, the formbook 

did too.

Kristoffersson took the lead of  semi-

final one at the first corner when 

front-row starters Bakkerud and 

Ekstrom both ran wide at Turn 1. 

Ekstrom had, surprisingly, opted not 

to take the joker lap and both EKS 

drivers left the door open for the 

reigning world champion, who didn’t 

need inviting twice.

Bakkerud made it through to the 

final but Ekstrom took an earlier joker 

and was leapfrogged by Guerlain 

Chicherit in the GCK team’s Prodrive-

built Megane RS RX. The 2016 

champion, Ekstrom, wouldn’t make 

the final cut.

In semi-final two, Loeb and Hansen 

led the order, just as the weather dice 

was rolled again. Light rain turned to 

snow, with the pack on dry-weather 

KRISTOFFERSSON
BEATS ABLIZZARD
Hal Ridge watched the VW man’s battling victory

Photos: fiaworldrallycross.com, TrackActionPhotography/IanDowding

Kristofferson wasn’t

fastest, but still won

tyres. Withgripatapremium,Hansen

pulled animpressivemoveonhis

more establishedteam-mateinthe

first cornermid-racetotakerace

victory andnailhisnametopole

position forthefinal.

Solberg,meanwhile,wasforcedto

fight backafterstallingonthestartline,

but securedthird.Histaskwasmade

easier byKevinErikssonandJanis

Baumanistrippingovereachotheron

a numberof occasionsandlosingtime

in the semi.

By the timethefinalstarted,the

snow of thesemi-finalshadincreased

in intensityandtheperipheralsof

the Montalegrecircuitwerenow

super-slippery.

Kristofferssonmadethebeststartas

the lightsturnedgreenanditwasgood

enough toshutthedooronHanseninto

Turn 1. LoebandSolbergfoughtover

track positionwhileheadingintothe

joker, withLoebpassinghisformer

Chicheritwashamperedbypoor

visibilitybutwasdelightedtobe

fifthinonlythesecondeventforthe

newMeganeR.S.RX,whileTimmy

Hansenrecoveredtofinishsixth.

“I’mveryhappytobeatthose

twoguysintheMonteCarloweather,”

quippedKristoffersson,sitting

betweenLoebandSolbergatthe

post-eventpressconference.

BothGRXdriversmadeitintothe

RESULTS
FIAWorld Rallycross Championship round 2/12
When:April 28/29Where:Montalegre, Portugal Starters:43

POS DRIVER CAR TIME

1 JohanKristoffersson VolkswagenPolo 4m16.859s

2 Sebastien Loeb Peugeot 208 +2.253s

3 Petter Solberg VolkswagenPolo +3.938s

4 AndreasBakkerud VolkswagenPolo +6.642s

5 GuerlainChicherit RenaultMegane +9.566s

6 TimmyHansen Peugeot 208 +21.244s
Euro RX Super1600 (6 laps): 1 Artis Baumanis (Skoda Fabia) 4m40.844s; 2 Espen Isaksaetre (Peugeot 208) +0.605s; 3 Ondrej
Smetana (Ford Fiesta); 4 Maximilien Eveno (Citroen C2); 5 Rokas Baciuska (Skoda Fabia); 6 Vaclav Veverka (Peugeot 208).

WRCrivalforfourth.

Bakkerudhadtakenthestandard

routeandranthirdfortheopeningtwo

laps,beforebeingpromotedtosecond

whenHansendroppedhisPeugeotinto

thefinal-cornerArmcobarrierat

theendof thesecondtour.The

Norwegian,however,coulddonothing

aboutKristofferssonaheadandfell into

theclutchesof Loebbehind.

TheFrenchmanpassedBakkerud

intoTurn1onlapfourtotakesecond,

wherehewouldremaintothefinish.

Kristofferssontookhisjokeronthe

finallaptomaintainhisleadandsecure

arecord-breaking11thvictoryinWorld

RX,themostof anydriver.

Bakkerudalsotookhisjokeron

thesixthlapanddroppedtofourth,

releasingSolbergintoapodiumfinish.

PolodriverSolberghadwaited

patientlyforhiscompatriottotakehis

jokerhavingalsocloseduptotherear

of theAudi.

semi-finalsbuttripleEuropean

RallycrosschampionTimur

Timerzyanov’schancesendedwitha

sensorfailureonhisHyundaii20onthe

startline,beforehegotgoing.

Team-mateNiclasGronholmtook

fifthinsemi-finalone,aheadof Kevin

Hansen.Heranintothebackof

EkstromatTurn1andpushedhis

compatriotwide,andretiredwitha

damagedintercooler.

Victory number 11 for champ

Menzies and Hall share the honours, but consistency helps put Willis in the hunt too

BRITISH HILLCLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP

Menzies was the pace man in the opening round

WORLD RALLYCROSS: 

PORTUGAL

British Hillclimb: Prescott
By Rachel Harris Gardiner

Organiser: Bugatti Owners Club When: April 28/29 
Where: Prescott Starters: 61

Wallace Menzies and William Hall 

were the victors in the first two 

run-offs of  the British Hillclimb 

Championship at Prescott. Champion 

Trevor Willis’s two second places 

mean that he is tied for the series 

lead with Menzies and Hall, setting 

up the closest and most open title 

challenge of  recent years.

The first run-off  set the tone, with 

the top three drivers, Menzies, Willis 

and Hall, separated by just 0.25s. Hall 

then knocked almost one second 

off  his first run-off  time in the next 

showdown, pulling clear of  Willis 

and Menzies. 

Hall had set the fastest times in 

official practice on Sunday and looked 

much more at home in a car that had 

its share of  problems in 2017.  

The damp and drizzly weather that 

accompanied Saturday’s practice had 

looked to favour the smaller, nimbler 

Class I cars (600-1100cc). The 2015 

champion Alex Summers had been 

the fastest driver on the hill. He 

was sharing a Suzuki-engined DJ 

Firehawk with Debbie Dunbar, who 

was also very quick on Saturday. 

However, the drying weather on 

Sunday neutralised the advantage 

that the lighter cars had enjoyed 

and the 2000cc and above machines 

were once more on top. Summers 

was seventh and eighth in the two 

run-offs and fellow Class I driver 

Stephen Owen was 10th in the first, 

driving his own OMS 28 Suzuki.

Richard Spedding was the winner of  

the last two championship rounds of  

2017, also held at Prescott, but he was 

using a new car for the first time and 

still dealing with teething troubles. 

Despite some issues with gearbox 

mapping, he was still able to pick up 

two fourth places in his GWR Raptor-

Mistral. Also doing well in a revamped 

car was Jerseyman Jason Mourant, 

who was sixth and fifth. 

Results
Round 1: 1 Wallace Menzies (Gould GR59-Cosworth) 38.74s; 
2 Trevor Willis (OMS 28-RPE) 38.8s; 3 William Hall (Force 
WH-Xtec-AER) 38.99s; 4 Richard Spedding (GWR Raptor-
Mistral) 39.71s; 5 David Uren (Gould GR55B-Cosworth) 40.25s; 
6 Jason Mourant (Gould GR55-Judd) 40.49s; 7 Alex Summers 
(DJ Firehawk-Suzuki) 40.77s; 8 Paul Haimes (Gould GR59-
Suzuki) 41.23s; 9 Les Mutch (GWR Raptor 01-Hayabusa) 
41.43s; 10 Stephen Owen (OMS 28-Suzuki) 41.46s.
Round 2: 1 Hall 38.04s; 2 Willis 38.52s; 3 Menzies 38.89s; 4 
Spedding 39.25s; 5 Mourant 39.74s; 6 Uren 40.03s; 7 Haimes 
40.42s; 8 Summers 40.48s; 9 Robert Kenrick (GWR Raptor 
2-BMW) 40.54s; 10 Ben Stephenson (Empire-Evo 2) 41.31s.
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A revolution forWales Rally GB’s fans

Hannah Doran’s shot

from Snetterton

Eclectic Formula Vintage action, sent in by Robert Ingram, taken at SilverstoneDonington Park testing action last week, photograph sent in by Rich Cranston

A hillclimbing special, by Tim Hall

Richard Salisbury, from Rallynuts Stages

Rich Cranston’s Donington test photo

Autograss drama, from Ben Forrester

Mark Owens shot from Brands Hatch

Roy Stewart’s trialling shot from Ireland

Justin Ward’s photograph from Clacton

Sporting Trials, from Mike Griffin

The concerns over the Wales Rally GB route two weeks ago were very real. The arguments between the governing body, the FIA, and the 
organisers could have spelt big trouble for our World Rally Championship round, so it is with some relief that they have now been put to o
side and the most exciting route for decades has been unveiled. 

It should be a real treat for fans too, with the Great Orme able to run and provide a massive boost. Its stunning backdrop and sinuous test will be a highlight
with the new closed road legislation opening up options for the route planners that they were only able to dream of in the past. 

It means that the event will take on a slightly different flavour this year, with the drivers having to work even harder for success in the forests and on the 
elongated stages. Rally should be about the challenge, about drivers doing the things that mere mortals struggle to comprehend. With this refreshed challe
ahead, Wales Rally GB will take a huge step forward. 
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

A freshly thought-out route that can take the event to the next level

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S

FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

NEW
WEBSITE
motorsport-news.co.uk
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NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, MAY 9

LISTINGS
RACING
FRIDAY-SUNDAY

DoningtonPark,Leics
DoningtonHistoricFestival:

SuperTouring,DerekBellTrophy,
Jaguar,Formula Junior,GTSCC,Pre
63GT,U2TC,TouringGreats,Coys
Trophy,StirlingMossTrophy,
WoodcoteTrophy,Pre-WarSports,
HeritageTouringCarsStartsFriday,
qualifying from0910hrsSaturday,
racing from0910hrsSunday, racing
from0910hrsAdmissionadult£30,
under13 freeWebmsv.comContact

08434539000

SATURDAY
SilverstoneNational,

Northants
50MCmeeting:Clio182,BMW
30,BMWCarClub,M3Cup,
ernie’sV8s/SportsRacingandGT,
rmedForcesRaceStarts racing
om1130hrs (qualifying from
900hrs)Admission£15Web

lverstone.co.ukContact08704
88260

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
BrandsHatch,Kent

BlancpainGTSeries:SprintCup,
GT4EuropeanSeries,PorscheClub,
7RaceSeriesStartsSaturday, racing
from1155hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs)Sunday, racing from
1015hrs Admissionadult£28,
under13 freeWebmsv.comContact

08434539000
SilverstoneIntl,

Northants
CSCCmeeting:TinTops,Swinging
Sixties,FutureClassics,Magnificent
7s,ModernClassics,SpecialSaloon
andModsports,ClassicK,New
Millennium,OpenSeries,TurboTin
TopsStartsSaturday, racing from
1300hrs (qualifying from0900hrs)
Sunday, racing from1255hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Admission

£15Websilverstone.co.ukContact

08704588260

SUNDAY
Knockhill,Fife

SMRCmeeting:MiniCooper,Fiesta
andHotHatch,FF1600,Classic
SportsandSaloons,Legends,Sports
andSaloonsStarts racing from
1100hrs (qualifying from0830hrs)
Admissionadult£15,under12 free
Webknockhill.co.ukContact01383
723337

MONDAY
CastleCombe,Wilts

CCRCmeeting:Minis,GT, Jaguars,
Saloons,TrackAttackRacingClub,
FF1600,HotHatch,DaveAllan
TrophyStarts racing from1250hrs
(qualifying from0830hrs)Admission

adult£15,child freeWeb

TV GUIDE

Thisweek’sGreatHistoryof

the24Hoursof LeMans

installmentcomesfrom1999

(Thursday,0800-0900hrs)which

featuredanumberof terrifying

high-speedaerialflipsfromthe

MercedesCLRcarsof Mark

WebberandPeterDumbreck.

Catchthebestthrillsandspills

fromRallyArgentinaasthe

WorldRallyChampionship

helditsfifthround(Friday,

2100-2200hrs),withSebastien

Ogierincontrolatthetopof

thestandings.

Thesecondroundof the

BritishGTChampionship

tookplaceatRockingham,with

teamsanddrivershopingfor

moreracingafterthecurtailed

actionatOultonParklastmonth

(Saturday,2130-2230hrs).

Andincaseyoumissedlive

coverageof theopeninground

of theWorldEndurance

Championship’ssuperseason,

highlightsfromthefirstround–

theSpa-Francorchamps6Hours

–arebeingshownonSunday

(1100-1300hrs).

Catch-upwiththelatestroundof

theBritishTouringCar

Championship fromDonington

Park(Saturday,0755-0930hrs,ITV4).

CouldreigningchampionAsh

Suttontakehisfirstvictoryof 2018

andclosedownthegaptoTom

Ingramatthetopof thestandings?

Thesecondroundof theBRDC

BritishF3Championship

comesfromRockingham(Sunday,

0855-0955hrs,ITV4),asthe

inspirationalteenagerBilly

Mongertriedtocontinuehis

impressivereturntoracing.

Andtakeastepbackintimewith

SkySports’ClassicF1 (Monday,

2100-2315hrs),asthisweek’s

instalmentcomesfromthe2012

SpanishGrandPrix.Pastor

Maldonadowentupagainsthome

heroFernandoAlonsotoclaim

victoryforWilliams–whichis

still itsmostrecentwininF1.

LIVE TVTV GUIDE

castlecombecircuit.co.uk Contact 

01249 782417
Snetterton, Norfolk

BARC meeting: Racing Fords, 
MaX5, Hyundai Coupe, MGOC, 
Sports-Racing Cars, Karts Starts 
racing from 1150hrs (qualifying from 
0900hrs) Admission adult £16, 
under 13 free Web msv.com Contact 

0843 453 9000

RALLY
FRIDAY-SUNDAY

Killarney, County Kerry
Cartell.ie Rally of the Lakes

Starts 1930hrs 
Admission free
Web rallyofthelakes.com

SUNDAY
Llanbedr Airfield, 

Gwynedd
Harlech Stages

Starts 0900hrs 

Admission TBC
Web harlechdmc.co.uk

MONDAY
Enniskillen Airport, 

County Fermanagh
Erne Skip Hire & Recycling May 

Day Stages Rally 2018

Starts TBC 
Admission TBC
Web emcni.weebly.com

SPORTING SCENE
SATURDAY

Craigantlet, Belfast
British Hillclimb Championship

Starts 0800hrs Admission TBC
Web britishhillclimb.co.uk

SUNDAY
Croft, N Yorkshire

British Rallycross Championship

Starts 0930hrs Admission adult £14, 
under 15 free Web rallycrossbrx.com

MONDAY
Hednesford, Stafford 

National Hot Rods

Starts 1330hrs Admission TBC
Web nationalhotrod.com

Details correct at time of press

WEC: Spa-
Francorchamps 6 
Hours

Race: Saturday, 1715-1840hrs, 
Eurosport 2

NASCAR: Dover
Race: Sunday, 1830-2300hrs, 

Premier Sports

Minis will race at Knockhill

DOES BRITISH RALLYING
SUPPORT A BRC?

WRC RALLY 
GB 2018

WITH THE BRITISH 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
STRUGGLING FOR 
ENTRIES, IS THE 
CURRENT FORMAT 
SUSTAINABLE?

DRIVERS
AND TEAMS 
REACT
TO THE
PROPOSED 
ROUTE

WEC: Spa-
Francorchamps 6 
Hours

Race: Saturday, 
1215-1530hrs/1600-
1645hrs/1720-1850hrs

Mercedes pulled out of Le Mans in 1999 after high-speed aerial crashes for two of its cars

Classic F1 will show Pastor Maldonado’s win in Spain 2012
Toyota heads WEC entry




















