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Nature-building Helix Event

• A methodological framework 
developed by the IUCN Urban Alliance 
for measuring the ecological 
performance of cities

• Comprising six themes with five 
indicator topics nested within each 
theme

• Building on best practices and insights 
derived from experience with other 
similar indices

What are the IUCN Urban Nature Indexes (UNI)?
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• Help cities, policymakers, stakeholders 
and local communities understand their 
impacts on nature

• set science-based targets for 
improvement

• monitor progress using science-based 
measures

• enhancing environmental transparency 
and accountability

• catalyse local action for nature in all 
cities



Nature-building Helix Event

Beyond city boundaries
It recognises that the ecological impacts of cities extend 
beyond their boundaries and account for socio-ecological 
interrelationships

Broad scope
The scope is intentionally broad, encompassing local, 
bioregional and global scales of impact

Adjusting to local needs
It allows cities to select the indicator topics most 
appropriate for their targets and capacities, adjusting the 
framework to local needs

Adaptability
It was designed to be adaptable according to capacity and 
data available

What differentiate the UNI from other Indexes?
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Nature-building Helix Event

IUCN Urban Nature Indexes – Framework 
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Nature-building Helix Event

• Review of adherence of cities' results and calculations to UNI guidelines  
• A better understanding of the city’s ecological performance and clear ideas on areas to 

improve
• Showcase city’ commitments to urban biodiversity 
• Targeted recommendations (developed by IUCN) to make improvements in ecological 

performance
• Being part of a global network of cities as more cities will follow the UNI
• Increase the city’s visibility by transparently communicating on its results through the UNI 

web platform and taking advantage of IUCN wider network 
• Charts showing trends and PDF report automatically generated based on cities' 

performance through the UNI Web Portal

What cities applying the UNI get in return?
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Nature-building Helix Event

Nature’s Contribution to People in the UNI
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Nature-building Helix Event

UNI web-platform

7



This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020 research 
and innovation programme under grant agreement No 101003757

Thanks for your attention

ANY QUESTIONS?
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