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P A

TOPICS

Dnug Shierson could well give
the Renault V6 engine its debut
in the CART series a1 Portland
in June with Al Unser Jr. at the
wheel. Ross Cheever has recently
been puiting the French engine
through its paces.

‘ third of the tickets for the
Watkins Glen NASCA R meeting
on [0th August have already
been sold. Proof that the formula
is just as popular with American
enthusiasis.

‘ .J. Foyr has placed an order
for five CART-spec March 86Cs
for his Gilmore Racing team.
Three will be fitted with the
Cosworth DFX, mwo with the
Chevy V6 Turbo.

w.irmers at Le Mans in 1979,
Don and Bill Whittington are
suspected by the police for in-
volvement in trafficking drugs.

F ormer Fl World Champion,
James Hunt, will act as coach to
Swedish driver, Thomas Kaiser,
who has resigned with the BS
Automotive F3000 ream.

chris Amon, the former Ferrari
Fl driver, who retired from rac-
ing 10 years ago, is to make a
return (o the sport at the wheel
of @ Toyota Supra in the New
Zealand Production Car Champ-
ionship.

r.hr Brabham F1I team prolong-
ed their stay in Rio after the
Brazilian G P in order 1o get in
three days of extensive lesting.

rhe American Galles Racing
Team will enter no less than five
Lola 86/00s for Indianapolis.
Two will be firted with the Honda
V8 Turbo. the three athers with
the Cosworth DFX.

s andro Sala was invited 1o test
the new Benetton BI86 at Silver-
stone after the Brazilian G P.

4

Very little information e d

FERRARI: CODEWORD DISCRETION

from Maranello during the win-
ter break. the ltalian team pre-
ferring 10 get on with the de-
velopment of the F1 /86 without
making a lot of noise. Piero
Lardi-Ferrari had no intentions
of making excuses for the 156,85
when he announced “It is im-
portant thai we wnderstand
where we made mistakes on last
year’s car before we introduce
the definitive version of the
F1/86. Having run out of time,
we will be starting the 1986
scason with a revised version of
the 136 and the new car will be
introduced during the season. ™
Indeed, much work has been
carried out by the Ferrari tech-
nicians whose ranks have been
swelled by the arrival of J-J. His
and J-C. Migeod, formerly with
Renault as motorist and acro-
dynamic specialist respectively,
When the 156/86 was presented,

it was 1]

of the previous season's car, the
modifications essentially con-
cerning aerodynamics, engine
and suspension, but the new car
strikes us as being more than
Just a simple revision of the
1'56,'85. Perhaps the ltalian en-
gineers are only prepared 1o call

their car ‘new’ when jt is as

radically diff
to the BT54.
The former two-piece carbon
chassis has made way for a
monocoque chassis, the roll over
bar is now incorporated in the
shell and, as a result of the
lowering of the fuel tank, it has
been possible 10 render the lines
of the engine cover more har-
monious, recalling somewhat the
profile of the 1983 Ferrari.
With pullrod suspension at the
front and pushrod at the rear,
the spring/ damper units are now
mounted in a *V", At the rear,
they are mounted directly onto
the emgine/gearbox spacer, a
modification which permits the
use of a wider, longer extractor
with a cleaner design and which
should have a positive effect on
the acrodynamics at the rear,
The lalian manufacturer has
also made use of composite ma-
terials for their rear suspensions,
the upper wishbones now being
made out of carbon fibre, al-
though it has been NECCessary to
conserve a metal core no douby
in an effort 10 withstand the
higher siresses caused by (he
new, higher damper fixation
points,

The famous V6 turbo has noy

tasthe BT55is

been forgotien and the cylinder

heads, sump and lubrification
system have all been revised.
Ferrari give power as 850 bhpin
race configurationand 1,000 bhp
for qualifying but, at a time
when most other construgtors
are turning to 6 or even 7-speed
gearboxes, Alboreto and Jo-
hansson will only have 5-speeds
available, at least for the time
being.

DIMENSIONS
Wheelbase 2m766
Front track 1m807
Rear track 1m663
Length 4m296
Width 2m120
Height 0m920

P A

PORSCHE GET READY

It was the turn of Porsche to go
testing at Paul Ricard just before
Easter. The week's testing was
carried out exclusively on the

5.8km circuit with two 962s
(chassis nos. 01 and 04), one
with a view 1o the forthcoming

IMSA series and driven by Bob
Wollek, the other driven by Hans
Stuck and destined for the World
Endurance Championship.

It was the first time that the 962
has been fitted with the PDK
semi-automatic gearbox which,
until now, has only been seen on
the 956. The German manu-
facturer plans using the PDK
box for all five races programm-
ed by the factory team; Monza,
Silverstone, Le Mans, Spa and
Nurburgring. Stuck, who putin
a total of 1,200 km with a best
time of Im 44.9s, said that three
cars were planned for Le Mans.
Two with the conventional gear-
box and one with the semi-

automatic gearbox. Other work
carried out at the French circuit
with a view to the WEC concern-
ed fuel consumption and adapta-
tion of the new Dunlop rubber
Bob Wollek. brought into the
team as replacement for Jacky
lckx, put in a lot of engine
testing with the IMSA 962,
paying particular attention to
power, turbo lag and acceler-
ation from fow engine speeds.
“Since the factory will not offi-
cially be competing in IMSA,
we have been carrying out res-
carch and development work for
our clieats in an attempt o give
them the best possible chances
ina highly competitivechampion-
ship. The fact that the 962 is
relatively handicapped by its
weight, Porsche have been look-
ing at ways of increasing po-
wer... " Wollek averaged fifty or
so laps per day, with a best time
of Im 46.5s.

The latest generation
dashboard features an
entirely electronic, colour-
coded display; green means
evervthing’s OK, vellow
means be alert, red means
head for the pits.

Does Alboreto’s sideways
glance at the latest from
Maranello indicate that the
156/86 still requires some
waork if it is to be
competitive.

O C K S
NEW SEASON, SAME SCRIPT

After a break of almost five months, the eagerly
awaited start to the Grand Prix racing seasonin
Brazil was far from disappointing. In spite of
Nelson Piquet's widely predicted runaway victo-
ry, there were excellent performances from
Mclaren, Lotus and Ferrari. Furthermore, Ligier
and Benetton showed every sign of being ge-
nuine forces to be reckoned with in 1986.
Disappointed though they will have been by
Nigel Mansell’s unfortunate first-lap incident,
British fans had lots to cheer from Martin Brundle
and new-boy Johnny Dumfries. And we can’t
see Derek Warwick being kept away for long
from his rightful place in a competitive F1 car.
We need hardly add that there was a negative
side to the beginning of the new season. Inevita-
bly, itinvolved FISA and it’s irascible president,
who hit the Brazilian organisers with a 50,000
dollar fine for “conduct prejudicial to the pres-
tige of the World Championship." To the puzzle-
ment of the hundreds of local pressmen, he
failed to explain the circumstances behind the
incident, which would have been completely
overlooked if it hadn't been the subject of a
FISA press release.
Only a few days earlier, the same gentleman
had brought scorn and derision on the Interna-
tional Federation by solemnly announcing de-
tails of a new rule under which National Federa-
tions would not be permitted to alternate their
World Championsﬁip races between two or
more circuits. i
If there is a convincing reason for this decision
(and one has yet to be communicated to us),
then it was immediately invalidated by the
announcement that “England” — as M Balestre
insists on describing our United Kingdom — is “a
special case,” and will therefore probably con-
tinue to be allowed to alternate it's race be-
tween Brands Hatch and Silverstone, just as it
has done for the past 22 years.
Needless to say, no reference was_made to the
cosy little arrangement under which Italy gets
two World Championship races every year by
the simple expedient of running one of them at
Imola as the “San Marino Grand Prix.”
Fortunately, the professionalism and dedication
of the Formula 1 teams compensate splendidly
for the lack of those qualities at FISA. And since
it is the racing not the politics, which holds the
attention of the millions who share
the thrill of Formula 1
racing across the world on
their TV screens, we can look
forward to a year of good
Grand Prix sport, hopefully free
from any hamfisted interference
from it’s bureaucrats.
Good racing, everyone! — GPI

&



TYRRELL OPTIMISTIC FOR THE 015

The latest Tyrrell Formula | car
was presented at Silverstone be

tween the Brazilian and Spanish
GPs in a prevailing atmosphere
of optimism, something we
haven't witnessed at a Tyrrell
presentation since Depailler’s 009
back in 1978. Ken himself was
more than keen to announce his
intentions for the coming months
“With two cars in the top ten at
Rio and two points in the bag
thanks to Martin Brundle, the
1986 season has got off to a
wonderful start for us. Given
our experience, it is quite possible
that either Martin or Philippe
(Streiff) get into the top three

with the 015, especially in the
second half of the year. Every-
thing depends on the reliability
of the Renault engine but, with
six finishers out of six in Brazil,
things look promising. "

Maurice Philippe, designer of

the British car, got started on the
project last year, as soon as the
sponsorship deal with Data Gen-
eral was made official, ie just
before the South African GP. At
first sight, the new car resembles
the 014, there is no mistaking
that it is indeed a Tyrrell, but
this may be due to the lack of
time that Philippe had to develop
the 015, “ Despite what you may
think, "he pointed out, “the only

-]

item which we have retained
from the 014 is the steering
wheel. The majority of our
efforts have gone into improving
aerodynamics and getting power
onto the track.”

The chassis is of a mixed consti-
tution with a carbon outer skin
and aluminium honeycomb pan-
els, The voluminous sidepods
nrendered necessary by
ilt V6 engine but the

have be:
the Re
most apparent difference from

the previous model is the suspen

sion which adopts twin wish

bones and pushrods.

has opted for forward-fa

inclined radiators much like t!

McLaren

T'yrrell is conscious that much
work remains to be done to fully
exploit the new car. “From now
on, we will be more or less fully
occupiedracing. Thereisa Grand
Prix nearly every fortnight, We
are going 1o have to move quick-
Iy, especially since nearly 90 %%
of the015's components are manu-
factured in our own work shops,
apart from the engine of course. "
Brundle’s first impressions at
the wheel of the new car should
be of encouragement for Ken,
“Itis difficult to judge after only
20 laps or so but the 015 feels
really good, Despite the fact that
we are going 1o have to develop

the caraswe go along, Fam very
hopeful,”

DIMENSIONS

Length 4.305m
Width 2.108m
Height 0.991m
Front track 1.765m
Rear track 1.651m
Wheelbase 2.756m

ENDURANCE
WITHOUT CHEETAH

There is little chance that we will
see the valliant Cheetah/Aston
Martin team in Endurance in
1986. It would appear that
Chuck Graeminger is about to
lose his sponsor, Gatoil, and the
car will be placed under wraps at
its Lausanne home in Switzer-
land. It will be a pity for the
Group C series since the Cheetah
supplied a breath of fresh air in
the Porsche dominated series
“Nothing's 10 say I won't be
back in 1987, " confirmed Grae-
mingher

PAUL RICARD GETS
FRENCH GP

A contract for five years has
been signed by the management
of the Paul Ricard circuit and
the French governing body to
run the French round of the
World FI Championship on the
Castellet circuit until 1990, As
promised, a number of improve-
ments will be carried out on the
circuitand its facilities, including
the building of a new control
tower, a new 20,000 capacity
stand, a 300 seat press room and
a rebuild of the Pouas curve
The new 3.8 km circuit that we
mentioned in GPI Ne 102 will
not be ready in time for this
year's race as a result of the
length of the discussions which
opposed the two French circuits,
Dijon and Paul R icard, and the
FFSA, but should come into use
in 1987

Today, whatever the engine,
there still isn't a befter oil than
Duckhams Hypergrade) with
it's SF/CD specificafion.

Don't forget, your engine's
faced with a lifefime of

Duckhams has a history of
looking cfter engines.
Wegdeveloped Europe's first

Multigrade. .
U\/\IJ'% launched the world's

first 20VV/50.

stopping and starting, of hot
journeys and cold starts.

So if you have any doubts
about which is the best oil you
can buy, the answer's simple.

listen to your engine.

¥ HAM, KENT 824 051



Henri Pescarolo’s [amous green
helmet is now a thing of the past.
When agreeing to join the new
Kouros Racing team, the French
Endurance driver was perfectly
aware that he was going to have
to give up his favourite colour to
comply with the wishes of the
team’s principal sponsor... Kou-
ros perfumes from Yves Saint-
Laurent. The French company’s
publicity campaign which will

run in parallel to their sporting
activities features the all blue
helmet that will be worn by all
drivers. Only a thin band of
colour, red for Nielsen and green
for*Pesca’, located at the bottom
of the helmet will differentiate
the two although it won't be an
easy task to determine who's at
the wheel once they are strapped
in their group C Mercedes.

CHANGES FOR MONACO

Monaco’s Grand Prix circuit will
have changed for the forthcom-
ing race on I Ith May. The organ-
isers have elected to modify the
famous chicane which slows driv-
ers as they rejoin the port-side
section of the track. Indeed the
modification is intended to fur-
ther reduce entry speeds after
the fast descent from Loews Tun-
nel, and the Quai des Etats-Unis
has had to be extended to accom-
madate the tighter bends., The
track-side will overhang the sea

slightly at this point, supported
by three massive concrete pillars.
The change will probably make
adifference of about two seconds
alap for Fl cars and the total lap
length will be 16 metres longer.
The modification has been intro-
duced for security reasons since
the fastest cars are at 286 kph as
they come out of Loews and the
chicane tended to put them off
balance for the Tollowing bend.
The escape road has also been
extended by about 60 metres.

WILLIAMS IN THE SWING AT IMOLA

A number of teams managed to
get in a bit of testing at Imola,
host circuit to the San Marino
GP, between the Rio and Jerez
GPs. Not surprisingly, the Wil-
liams of Mansell and Piguet
were fastest with the same car
that had just won in Brazil and
set the session’s fastest times on
s5oft *C’ race rubber, Piquet took
over a second off Senna’s 1985
pole-position time (1m 27.327s)
by recording a fabulous Im
25.95s and Mansell put in Im
26.85s before concentrating on

8

endurance-cum- consumption
tests. Behind the two Honda-
powered ¢ars came the Ferryyis
of Johansson and Alboreto byt
with qualifying tyres, Note that
Tambay's Lola was fitted with
the new Ford engine.

TIMES

Piquet Im 25.955; Mansell |y
26.85s; Johanssan |m 27.295:
Alboreto |m 27,575 Prost Im
28.418; Senna Im 29.375; Ros-
berg Im 31.225; Fabi | m 31.62s:
Tambay Im 31,98s, E

The Phoenix 200 Mllef ralcrel,
opening round o.l' the (ARb;
lndvchampiunsh:p.wugwon‘ Y
Ke\;m Coganinthe Patrick Rd;
ing March 36/ Cosworth DF

ahead of Sneva ﬂl?d Emcranrf
Fittipaldi. Qualifying fu.r the
race, which takes place in the

JAGUAR GET DOWN

The complete Jaguar team spent
five days in France on the Paul
Ricard‘circuit to test the XJR-6
Group C car. Warwick, Cheever,
Brancatelli and Schlesser had
two cars with them, one in sprint-
racespecification, and thesecond
set up for Le Mans. Principal
new feature of the Jaguar is the
twin disc brakes at the front and
rear.

The major part of the week's
work concerned the aerodynam-
ics of the new models, as well as
the powerand fuelconsumpliun
of the engine. Since last year, the
British car has shed 80 kg and is
now at the minimum weight
limit.

All four drivers put in a lot of

COGAN SPRINGS SURPRISE AT PHogy,,

middle of the Arizon,
had been dominateq by
dretti family with Marig
his son, Michael, to po|e.,
although the former Worlg E
Champion could finish p hig
than 7th and Michae] was i
to retire.

Dege,
the Ay
p'n[)in
POsitigy

foreg

TO WORK

laps on the 3.3 km cireyj; and
Cheever achieved best tim, of
the week with a Imo06 g on
racing tyres in front of Brap.
catelli (Im09.1s) and Warwick
(1m09.2s). At the wheel of g
1985 model, Brancatelli and
Schlesserrelayed each other dyr.
ing an endurance test with racing
tyres and a full tank of petrol,
Noimportant problems cropped
up during the exercices which
saw Brancatelli putina Iml].8s
and Schlesser 1m12.0s.

Tom Walkinshaw also profited
from the tests to put a numberof
other drivers through their paces
with a view to selecting the crew
for the third Jaguarat Le Mans,

" JAGUAR

o
i
-
-

L -
]

&
-
-
.

g}
-

Design Gl Lazioth

MAGEIA

via Assarotti, 14/1-16122 Genova
telefono (010) 816185/816046, telex 212039 Caroli




The first provisional entry list
for the le Mans 24 Hours, which
takes place on the weekend of
31st May/Ist June, has been
released by the French organis-
ers. The list shows no less than 9
cars which will take part in the
classic French race for the first
time and it will most probably
be the occasion for the Porsche
961 to make its world debut.
Sixteen out of a total of thirty-
two Group C cars will, in fact, be
Porsches but nine different power
units will be present in the cate-
gory, including the works Nissans
and it will be interesting to see if
the Nissan R86Vs can repeat
their Fuji performance of last
year. Toyota and Mazda will
also represent the interests of the
Land of the Rising Sun, the
latter entered in the IMSA GTP
category.

The three Silk Cut Jaguars will
probably be Porsche’s biggest
rivals at Le Mans especially since
the XJR 6s will bein very capable
hands and the Kouros Mercedes
could spring a surprise or two.
Yves Courage and the ever popu-
lar Alain de Cadenet will proba-
bly be aiming for a top-ten plac-
ing with the Primagaz Cougar,
whereas it is unlikely that either
the Rondeau M382 or the 482
will figure strongly following the
recent death of their creator.
The C2 category looks as though
it is going to be an all-British
affair with Gordon Spice driving
a Ford-engined Fiero Pontiac,
two cars from the Ecurie Ecosse
stables for Mallock and Leslie,
Piper’s interesting BBW-Mitsu-
bishi powered Royale and John
Barlett Racing’s Chevron-Cos-
worth.

The organisers have reverted to
the pre-race tests and most lead-
ing teams will be at the French
circuit on 9th May in preparation
for the real confrontation at the
end of the month. The race is
due to start at I6h00 on the
Saturday and there is some good
news for those of you who plan
to go and watch; the entry prices
hav down! Fuel

INTERESTING LE MANS IN STORE

n oUP C1

DRIVERS

e - . YTl

THREE FERRARIS FOR

During the presentation of the
latest Ferrari FI car, the Com-

tion restrictions have also been
revised and teams can look for-
ward to an increase of around
15 % in petrol allowance,

10

lined his plans for
Formula CART/ Indy and cop.-
firmed that a new chassis is in
the process of being designed
specifically for the Norgh Ame-
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r———”—’m—rﬁ&w’_ 3710 J. Mos/B. Wollek 3
e962C 3710" A. Holbert/X...
1. Rothmans-Porsche :g:‘d.". 962C 'uﬂ: 3710° H.J. Stuck/D. Bell
2. Rothmans-Porsche Porsche 962C  Porsc/ 3710° K. Ludwig/P. Barilla
3, Rothmans-Porsche porsche 956 e 3710° J. Winter/X...
7. Joest Racing Porsche 956 aiha 3708" J. Lassig/X...
8. Joest Ru_CII\QR cing GmbH| Porsche 956 Porsche 3710* A. Ferté/C. Mul‘lar
9. Obarmu:r u" R% cing | Porsche 962C o 3710° J. Gartner/Ph. Alliot/S. Van dar e,
10. Porsche Kmm" Racing | Porsche 962 (= Lok 3710°* P. Yver/H. Striebig/M, c“""‘-OIivu, J
11. Porsche Krem: Porsche 956 Porsche 956 3710* Y. Courage/A. de Cadenesy
13 Primoger P e 956 Parsche ot e
flas: i Porsche 3708" O. Larrau . Pajera
e et | renduacey Foredhe 3708° W. Brun/Th. Boutsen
Ll Porsche 962C  Porsche 3708* M. Sigala/X...
19, an Motorsport Porsche 956 Covaorth 4620 T.L. Davey/N. Crang
20. Tiga Team Tigo Ford hini Lamborghini | 5706 M. Baldi/T. Needell
22. Portman Lamborghini sp...:.-l.umborg 5 Nissan 4152° M. Hasemi/T. Wada
23, Nissan Motorsports Inter. | Nissan R86 ¥~ LECC 4152° K. Hoshino/ K. Matsumoto/A. Hoai,
28. Nissan Motorsports Inter. | Nissan R 88 Porschs 3708" E. de Villotta/F. Velez/J. Farngy,
33, Danone Porsche Espana | Porsche 936 e 2926° G. Lees/S. Nakajima/M. Sek;
36, Tom's Co. L1d Tou's 86 C Toyola Toyols 2926* E. Elgh/X... ™
38. Dome Co. Ltd 3{«;; g CToyo ,,:g-ot 3990° R. Dorchy/M. Pignard/Cl. Halg;
41. imu_t;vg i RondeouM 382  Cosworth 33% 2.h0:dsr;;1‘.c. Justice
45. Patrick Oudet C rth 33 . Bussi/X...
46. Christion Bussi m}:;x,m J:;:::- 5993 D. Warwick/E. Cheever
32 Sk Cut Joguer TWRloguor  Joguor | 5993 JL Schlesser/G. Brantacel
- . Heyer/Soper
53, 5ilk Cut Joguar TWR Jaguar Jaguar 2
- 5 rsche Porsche 3708* X../X...
B e e e O e a0 Y aidae || 4967 L Niakooni, Pescorole
62. Kouros Racing Kouros Mercedes  Mercedes 6962" X.../X...
63. Ernst Schuster Porsche 936 C Porsche 3748°S. !runn!E. Schuster
70. Spice Engineering Ltd Spice Pontiac Fiero Cmom % :?lj;’l Bellm
RacingLtd | Ch B 62 Coswol I
;; in}:r{hiﬂﬂt il t Gebhard Cosworth 3300 X../X..
75.ADA. g Gebhardt JC843  C h 3300 A /E. Cl
78. Ecurie Ecosse Ecosse Cosworth 2996 Mal!oddM. Wilds
79. Ecurie Ecosse Ecosse Cosworth 2996 Leslie/X...
80. Carma F.F. Alba CarmaFF. CarmaFF. 2681" Finotto/C. Facetti
82. Grifo Autoracing Grifo 862 C Cosworth 3300 X../X...
83. Luigi Taverna Alba Cosworth 2993 Laverna/M. Sala
89. Martin Schanche Racing | Argo Zakspeed 2590* Schanche/B. Drystad/T. Kleppe
91. P.C. Automotive Royale R.P. 40 BEM Mitsubishi | 2798° Piper/Brodie
3;— Louis Descarfes :: BMW 3500 Descartes/J. Heudlin .
. BMW 3500 Dupuy/P. de Thoisy/L. Robert
S oo Bomicler sopeh e 3453 Bassaler/D. Lacaud/Y. Tapy
- Roland Bassaler w 3453 X../X...
38 CLW Motorspant GKW-Porsche  Parsche 3300 Touroul/Th. Perrier/Ph.
o Ry pearRacag .| Tiga Fard Cosworth | 3561° Sheldon/N. Nicholson/R. Baker
100 Srataons o | ope Eeed Somworth | 3561 Doin/D. Andrews/M. Hall
i ; eugeot * D. Raulet/P, Pessiot
O it Racey B2 Rondeau M482  Cosworth 3298° Ph. Grand/X...
104. Jean-Claude Farrarin deauM379 Cosworth 2999 Del Bello/L. Rossiaud
104. Kelmar Cosworth 2995 Ferrarin/H. Striebig
106. Strandell C 3561 Barberio/J.P. Frey
= 3300 Lellberg/K. Leim/B. Traedgoard
1. MK-Motorsport | T R
0 R
115. Richard Cleare Racing
116. Cosmik Racing Promations 3998* R. Cleare/X.
117. Mazdaspeed Co, Ltd 3710° C. Los/X... :
8- 2727 D. Kennedy/P. Dieudonné/M. Galvin
2747 Y. KatayamalY. Terada/T. Yorino
* Turbo engine 3990* X.../X...
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PONS BACK
WITH MOUTON

Fabrizia Pons, the famous Italian
co-driver anditraditional partner
of Michéle Mouton, will be back
in action on the Tour of Corsica
despite her decision to withdraw
from Rallying following her mar-
riage at the beginning of the
year. Fabrizia accepted the
French lady’s invitation to navi-
gate in the factory entered Peu-
geot 205 Turbo 16.

DELAYED CITROEN

After withdrawing their entries

for the Rally of Portugal and
then the Safari, Citroén have
announced theirintention not to
take the BX 4TC to Corsica
either. Realising that the cars of
Jean-Claude Andruet and Philip-
pe Wambergue have little chance
of being competitive on their
home event, the French manufac-
turer prefers to concentrate its
efforts on preparing for the Acro-
polis in Greece at the beginning
of June.

4WD NISSAN

The Japanese Rally champion,
Masao Kamioka, will be trying
out a factory prepared Nissan
Sunny on the Lucky Strike Rally
which takes place in Malaya
shortly. The new car will be the
first Nissan rally car to boast
four-wheel drive. From the exte-
rior, the Nissan ressembles the
little front-wheel drive Sunny.
The front mounted engine will
be a 1.8 litre, 16 valve turbo

1 the Silvia coupé
and will be transversely posit ion-
ed, The ucnlr;lldlffcrcnmlllnrm.s
an int¢ gearbox
and is situ
engine.

derived from

al part of the
gral par gogroox
ated to the left of the

FISA ANNOUNCES GROUP S GUIDELINEg

At last, aconcrete indication has
been given by FISA concerning
the technical regulations for
Group S Rally cars which will be
introduced in 1988. Maximum
power output will be [ipziteq to
300 bhp, maximum ¢ngine sizes
being 2.4 litres for normally as-
pirated engines and 1.2 litres for
turbo,charged engines whose
power will be limited by restrict-

ing air-flow to the turbo 45 Use,
with success i I"J.()ver:llldimen_
sions w_iII be limited and only |g
inch diameter wheels may pe
used. The total width foy the
front and rear tyre on any ope
side may not exceed 18 inches
With a minimum imposed wcighi
of 1000 kg, power 1o weight
ratios will have been cut near
enough in half in one fell SWoop,

NO FORDS IN CORSICA

Stuart Turner and Peter Ashcroft
have decided not to'enter the
Ford RS200 for the Tour of
Corsica on the grounds that their
4WD car still requires develop-

ment before it can be competitive
on tarmac. Like Citroén, the
British-based team will be put-
ting all of its energy into prepar-
ing for the Acropolis.

All Racasuits are one-plece unless otherwise stated
Two-piece suils ara made lo special order only

Simpson Racesuits

Phase || 3layer — while £690.00
Red, blue, yellow, black to special arder

Sparco Racesults

Single layer — red, while, blue £115.00
2-layar Pinsiripe —red, royal blus, off-white £230.00
2.layer Boxquill — shiny white, green,
yellow, light blua £379.50
royal blue, red £299.00
3.layer Boxquilt — red, royal blue £431.25
shiny white £488 75
5 — Jaybrand Racesuts

———— 1-layer Nomex £140.00

| HAND EMBROIDERY ‘I 1-layer 2-piece Nomex
| "silk Screen Badges. | (spac. order) £155,00
| Gaps, T-shirts, Visof | 2-ayer Boxquil £260.00
| 3-layer Boxquil £320,00

strips, Stickers,
all available

| Colours: White, red or royal blue
—— Proban 1-layer,
royal blue £60.00

Praban 1-layer 2-piece (spec. order) £70.00
Leconte Racesuits
1.layer — red, blue £132.25
2.layer Standard— red, blue £241.50
2:layer de Luxe —red, blue £299.00
— shiny white, yellow e £356,50
3-layer de Luxe —red, blue £460.00
— shiny white £540.50
Apollo and Road & Racing Racesuils
Apolio Budgel Nomex 1-layer — white £51 75
Apolio Panotex 1-layer —red. blue £57 50
R&R Clubman Nomex — grey. £86.25

[~ mechanics Overal® .
—red, blue ... .

i e most colours £
royal blue

Jaybrand —
Overall We
Puffa Jackets
Vesls
Jackets .,
D

from £31,65
from £54.65

ALL Helmets advertised
comply with current
RAC Regulations

Bell Visors and Accessaries
Now Siar/Star LTD, clear
dark

M2, cloar, smoked £16.10
Piip-alts (5} for Star | & 11, naw Star

Siar LTO, M1, M2 & XFM.1 - £5.75
Paak | (ace Boll halmels. €575
Fapla 0480

)
8:

- — -
SEND FOR FREE
COLOUR CATALOGUE!

To Road & Racing Accessories Lid,
1 see thal 1hia ad only ahows your Ricawess

l Ploase rush me your Iroe 32 page Colour
Catalogue & Price List snowing ful detads of al
your Racuwear AND Competition Equipment.

Picture shows a seleclion of one and wo-layer Leconte
Racesuits made from Nomex il

VAT 1S INCLUDED
i i ents,
Unlike many advertisem
all our prices include VAT:'Te\;‘?S
applicable. Please remem eadS
when comparing with other 3

UNDERWEAR / SOCKS / BALACLAV)

UNDERWEAR
Jaybrand 2-piece — white
red, blue £90.00

Vst anly—white £40.25

rad, biue £48.80
Sparco 2-piece, white only £54.05
Vesl only £32.20
Proban 2 piece, Ireated collon

white 24370 )

SOCKS
Road & Racing knee length, white . £1035
Lecante — shor, red, blue £17.26

BALAGLAVAS (All one size)
Road & Racing single/twin eye-hole
white £16.10

Knit single/twin eye-hole — white £13.25
Jar-knil, a8 above. £10.65

Twin eye-hole — red, while, blue, gresn £24.15
Single oye-hole — ted, whils, blue £19.55
igle aye-hole, lang neck—red, while, blue £19.58

/ Waestover
3 fayer Nomex II|
blue £69.00
Giubman
Gark navy.feathar....... €48.00
Overshoes £1380
Adidas
Monza @f with rubber
soles £115.00
Wallet Ronrl| As Monza bul
ith low ankle. Bive £115.00

R&R singie layer £25.30
R&R Clubman — while  £27 60
red, blug, orange . £29 90

RA&R Rally — hiduly
Velcro siraps, rad. blue  £32.20
R&A Gauntlets — while. . £41.40
0. orange

%ﬁ*“{)

5. red, blue, green, navy £29.90
U, green, navy £39.10
Simpson Super Aace —arange, biue £63.25

FOR ALL LEVELS OF MOTORSPORT =~

BELL, SIMPSON, ARAI, GPA HELMETS

BELL new Star While, black
£14050 BN 107H €124

GPA SJ White GPA SJ- hite,
£115,00 Marrow or wide window,
6% 10 7% £271 40

BE|
95 6

SIMPSON Bandit 3 Nomex |
White, 6% 10 7% £299 00 lined, White, 8% 1o 7% £276.00
Bandit Black £207 00

BE|
£€12495 Bhlo

SIMPSON Voyager 3 Nomex

Voyager White £161 00

ALSO
BELL Star LTD Anthracite/black, 6% fo 7% £139.95
BELL Magnum 4 RS Racecool

ooling system "£1092.50

ROAD & RACING

‘Simpsan Nack Suppon €910
£17250  Road & Racing Accossaries Lid ane ihe soie UK Aulosport Drsiributors for
Bail Helmats and sole UK Drsindutors lor Simpson Satety Equpment

Fosd & Racing 101 Bag £20 70

ACCESSORIES

75-77 Moore Park Road, Fulham, London SW6 2HH Tel: 01-736 2881 Telex: 265109 R Wear

Opening Hours: CARRIAGE

Monday to Friday 9.30-6.00 Ordors up 10 £15 — add £1.50

Saturday 9.30-4.00 Orders up 10 €40 — add £3 00
Orders up o £75 — add £4.00

Qrders aver £75 — carringe

Nearest Statlon Goods can be dalivered by Securcar
Fulham Broadway (District Line) ai a £ urchiige per consignment
3 minutes’ walk. INCLUDING ordars over €75,

Outfitters to Motorsport Compet

ORDERING
Accass, Barclaycard Visa,
Dinars Club cards

rican Express and
pled. Please quote your

colou required where thora

and Meight. Ploase
i a choice

HsaH

itors and Support Crews
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“Oh, | wondered about that too," he
offered, “‘and then | realised that Senna
thought it was me he'd ushed off, nof
Mansell. | think he must have had a little
shock when | drove past him on the
straight a couple ?i; ifps later..."

a month to make members
of the motorsport press look, for once,
like reasonably useful citizens. Nelson
Piquet generously complied with all our
predictions by waltzing off with the
Brazilian Grand Prix at a pace which
left the opposition wide-eyed and gasp-
i"% while on an altogether sterner scale
in Portugal rallying suffered the disaster
which has been forecast for it by virtually
every motoring journalist who can read
a caption under a photograph.

The dozens of journalists who made the
trip to Rio for the GP, most of them
Italians, were disconcerted to find that
although Nelson spent quite a long time
chatting away in Portuguese in the post-
race press conference, no sooner had
he finished that than he was whisked
away to be ?‘rilled by the telly-men. That
left the spaghettis without the first person
Piquet quotes for which so many editors
had she‘Tled out airtickets and expenses.
A supplementary press conference was
therefore laid on in the Inter-Continental
hotel next morning, when Nelson reveal-
ed, among other things, that he was
confident throughout the weekend of
his car's superiority. We knew already
that he is not exactly a Senna fan, and
there was one aspect of the race which
seemed to have given him special plea-
sure.
As you will have read in Mr Harrap's
report on another page, Senna, from
pole position, had taken the lead at the
start and successfully defended it half
way round the first lap against the over-
eager Mr Mansell in what can only be
described as a firm, no-nonsense ma-
noeuvre. The ensuing accident ended
satisfactorily for Senna, with no harm to
his Lotus, while Nigel found himself
floundering in the boonies for the second
consecutive year in Rio. (Nigel describes

it different| r

On the following le:r, rushing past the

packed grandstands overlooking the

main straight at a speed which can't
have been far short of 200 mph, Senna
mlg stuck his left fist in the air.
he had seen the gesture from
where he was sitting on Senna's tail,
about 50 metres behind, Piquet said he
had. What did he think it signified?
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Understandably, the race debut of the
BMW-engined Brabham BT55s was
somewhat overshadowed in Rio by the
Piquet/Senna confrontation. This was
ood news for the motor-noters who
ad anticipated a short race for the two
blue skateboards, because one of them
(De Angelis') struggled home in 8th
Eluco, albeit after a series of incidents.
lio has a reputation for losing interest
in his cars rather quickly when they're
not running right, but his enthusiasm for
the BT55 remains undimmed.
At present, the most worrying short-
comings of the kipper car are its reluc-
tance to rev and a lack of straight-line
speed. In qualifying trim, with what
even Piquet describes as the most
ngerful turbo of the lot, the best that
lio and Rick could do against the likes
of Senna through the speed trap on the
short straight in front of the pits was a
ood 15 mph (or 10 per cenig’slower.
he "lie down™ BMW engine is quite a
lot different from the re u?nr “stand up"'
version supplied to the Arrows and
Benetton teams (it has o specially cast
iron block, for example}, and one theo
is that Bosch have a bit more work to drg
in order to find a suitable chip for the
electronic engine management system,
A second theory affributes the compa-
ratively lethargic pick-up of the Brzb-
ham's engine to the facinating MRD/
Weismann transverse gearbox which i
full of large pinions esigned to oo
close tolerances. It has been s tvcuh;f° d
that the gears act qs f| hagT; and )
doub there will be back-to-bark l:e ch
fests with last year's Hewlang to hnch
this. Too'hI:cTJQif the theory i c,—.;}f?k
use g 74
‘6'. A"" o bl::lown motor won't work
de Angelis had a frighy on
his front left whealfell off ity & then
ing just after he'd |og 7th Mams
Laffite. He 1, Place 1o
o theae Trundied back to the pits on
remaining wheels for o repla-

cement, astonishing even designer Goy.
don Murray with how little damage the
underside of the monocoque had U
tained, and quickly picked up speed
again.

It turns out that Brabham had o dyd
batch of left front wheel nuts which had
been incorrectly machined (by ten thoy.
sandths of an inch, or about a quarter of
the thickness of a hacksaw aude), 50
the mechanics can't be blamed for not
tightening up the nut. But when they
went to collect the BT55 from post-race
scrutineering in parc ferme it was their
turn to get a shock. The left front wheel
again parted company from the car asit
was being pushed down the pit lane...

Rio de Janeiro seemed an awfully long
w&;ao go to be told about the Formula
Birmingham "'Super Prix" which
the Second City will be staging through
its streets on August 25th, Birmingham
is also a candidate for the 1992 Olympic
Games, and the people there seem
very determined fo beat off Barcelona
and Brisbane for the honour of staging
them, with the street race as a [ittle
taster to concentrate attention on the
place.
Ata time when the city fathers of Brum
decided to fell the world's Press abou!
their plans for the race and the games: !
Probably seemed like a good ided 10
make the announcement in Rio, whe's
many of us were gathered for the first©
the Grands Prix of the 1986 season- ’
:vmg missed the conferenc:n ";:
cause we were on a plane, Mf
Mrs Graffiti arrived in thz Rio She(“"’q
tofind asmall party of slightly bgwuldsl;_
ed Brummies in the lobby, looking "l f
conscious in Super Prix tee-shirts, all 2
vowels and round bellies. At their he®
was Dennis Howell, one-time Ml""”n
or Sport under Labour, and @ ™
whose perfect pear-shaped unq"‘f‘“,’f
suggests insufficient practice of his ™
8"' Ministry's own preaching.
by ne of Mr Howell's party turned West
© Deputy Chief Constable of the el
ands. He was taking alot of pre< )
|° nter about having come 10.° ¢
b'u": #scaped train robber Ronnie 9;337
he claimed 1o have come 1 §

|

Brazilian traffic conditions. After seeing

the way the locals drive back from the
track, the poor bloke now has no alter-
native but to go home and announce
that British motorway madness is very
tame stuff indeed.
Looking around the pressroom at the
Jacarepagua circuit, one of the Birming-
ham gents wondered whether the Super
Prix would attract as many jounalists
from as many different countries as the
Brazilian GP had done. The answer,
alas, is no. Firstly because the Birming-
ham race isn't going to be a World
Championship Grand Prix, and secondly
because approximately half of the
pressmen pounding typewriters and
shouting into telephones in Rio were
South Americans whose papers and TV
stations can't afford to send them to
Europe.
The owners of the two British circuits
which share the British GP, incidentally,
are not about to stand for any nonsense
from Birmingham over the city's original
hopes to stage a World Championship
F1 race. Our own RAC has therefore
been prevailed upon to declare that
there will be no Grand Prix, hence the
gussied-up “Super Prix" terminology and
a restriction to Formula 3000.
Nevertheless, a lot of people have put
an amazing amount of etfort into the
BSP, which deserves to succeed.

LR

At any Grand Prix you will find that a
contingent of journalists, including this
one, have wangled their way into the TV
boxes as spotters, lap charters and assis-
tants to the commentators of their
various countries' television stations.
Normally, this is a reasonably effortless
way to watch the race and to see
exactly what our readers will be seein
on their screens at home. It was witl
some trepidation, however, that our
little party fought its way to the BBC
booth at the back of the main Rio
grandstand, for Goodyear had announ-
ced that some of its teams were planning
two pit stops.
As any bugding lap charter will MIJEF,
r

(at Rio it was McLaren) who is planning
to steal a march on the others by making
only one stop.
Fortunately for the lap charters, for
several years now there is always a little
supplementary TV screen in our boxes,
provided by Olivetti-Longines, which
carries up-to-date information on the
race situation, culled from their super-
sophisticated official scoring system,
using transmitters mounted on each of
the competing cars,
At some stage in the last half of the race,
however, the reassuring information
vanished as our little screens went
horribly blank. Murray Walker and
James Hunt, who for technical reasons
were doing their Beeb commentary
“remote’ from Shepherd's Bush, were
probably unaware of this glitch, for
which we were cursing Olivetti-Longines.
Afterwards we discovered that the Bra-
zilians, who have a peculiar mix of
North American (110v) and European
(220v) electrical systems across the
country, had managed to feed 180
volts into one of the computers which
had been set up for 110v. But then
Brazilis like that: Always unpredictable,
and sometimes you get rather more
than you expect, as some of my mecha-
nic friends have discovered over the
years. That, however, is entirely another
story...
L

One of President Jean-Marie Balestre's
minions at FISA insists that the attitude
of this column towards his boss is nothing
less than “malicious”, which at least
gives me the opportunity to thank him
{the minion) for reading it. The trouble
with J-MB is that he leaves himself open
for criticism and ridicule, almost as i he
was inviting mischievous columnists to
use him as a target.
He was at it again in Rio, calling a press
conference for local journalists at which
he revealed the hitherto undisclosed
news that in future no GP-organising
country would be permitted to alternate
its F1 race between two circuits.
QOur President declared that the decision

hed t imously in January b

the pit stops can make it fi
difficult to keep track on the race, espe-
cially when there is a joker in the pack

;c'omin membership of the Formula
Commission — had been accepted by

the organising clubs of all the relevant
countries, “with o view fo sahsfying
sponsors, reducing the circuit owner's
investment and improving safety.”

Accordingly Belgium has nominated Spa
as its permanent GP venuve and Ger
many Hockenheim, leaving Zolder and

Nurburiring with nothing in their cor
porate hands but a hondful of unpaid
rebuilding bills

It was only after o question from the
floor (guess who asked it!) that Monsieur
le President would comment on the
situation in Britain, where Silverstone
and Brands Hatch have happily shared
organising duties in alternate years since
1964. “The Matter,” soid Balestre, “is
under discussion
Now Balestre doesn't travel alone, not
even to expensive destinations like Rio,
and one ot his aides later dashed up to
say that the choice between Silverstone
and Brands was the responsibility of the
RAC Motor Sport Association, not of
FISA. Moments later, the aforemention-
ed minion corrected his colleague's
explanation by saying that Britainwas a
“special case™ and would not after all
have to make a choice, “because you
are an island™
Maybe this situation will be deemed to
lopse when the Channel Tunnel is built
Meanwhile, protect us from bureaucrats
with double standards and multiple
minions
There was another incident in Rio involv-
ing local politics, after which FISA issued
astatement to the effect that the d
of the World Championship had been
“gravely prejudiced”. Since not one of
the joumnalists in the overheated press
room had been aware of any problem
until the moment when FISA issued its
comunique, Graffiti's theory is that M
Balestre himself was responsible for the
prejudice.
Next month we'll report on progress, if
any. But then, | suspect that our leader
will have found a few more windmills at
which to tilt. With the Rally of Ponuq:i
enquiry about to be completed,
probably needs something to take his
mind off reality.




W e TR
GERHARD BERGER

BERGER’S
IN BUSINESS

S ONE AUSTRIANBIDS FAREWELLTO GRAND PRIXRAC-
ING, SO ARRIVES ANOTHER. GERHARD BERGER, WHO
FINISHED HIS TWO FINAL GPS OF THE 1985 SEASON IN THE POINTS,
STARTEDTHE 1986 SEASON IN RIO WITH A POINTS-SCORING RESULT FOR
THE RE-FORMED BENETTON TEAM. BUT HE HAS MORE THAN A COUNTRY
IN COMMON WITH NIKI LAUDA: HE HAD A HORRIFIC ACCIDENT WHICH
NEARLY CUT SHORT HIS CAREER BEFORE IT HAD BEGUN...

by Mike Doodson
e

Imola, 1981. Watching Ferrari drivers  brief battle with Alboreto's Ferrqri. The
Pironi and Villeneuve dominate the ra- Austrian’s car |asted longer than the
ther ihin field of "legalist" cars compet.  Ferrar, too, and he collected a Wor|d
inginthe celebrated San Marino Grand  Championshi pointin his first race with
Prix is a 21 year old Austrian named TLhe ‘:_e-form!e B&'"-’h feam

erhard Berger. ocKing relaxed in a yellow tee.ck:
Se himself hgas trailered his battered and blue shorts, Ger “féwcsw:i:nm;g
self-prepared Alfasud from hishomein  be m.lervt_ewe.ci for GP| the fo||‘:,‘,'.g”_|
Worgl, near Innsbruck, to compete in rpornm’c_; in Rio's delightfy| Inter-Con.
the Alfa Romeo sponsored sup orting  tinental hotel,
round of the Alfasud Cup. Watching at We walked together the side of th
the Tosa hairpin at the end of the long swimming pool, where some of rh:
pits straight, Berger's ere is caught by German lang H
the late braking of Tyrrell driver Michele  ing late news stories 1o meet E
Alboreto. "I thought he must have bee.f' d.eudlmes.Theg OCkncwIedged Wil
completely crazy,” recalls Berger. bl viously please that someone has come
never wanted to be in a car like that, along just in time to take over the hn;e
Five years laterin Rio, Bergerwasdestin-  previously worn by Niki Lauda Andc’ha
ed fo be driving his Benefton-BMWina  clearly deserves it ; e

Uropeqn
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CITTITTY,

.1 \ HE AT E
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He is slim, well-muscled and — at just
under six feet — says he's too tall for
Formula 1. It took a lot of work to get
him even moderately comfortable in the
car built for "Droopy” Fabi. His hair is
dark and curly, already receding at the
temples, and there is a slight cleft in the
strong chin. The symmetrical white teeth
some?wow don't fit the gruffness of the
Austrian accent which we'd got used to
from his countryman these many years.
Under the tan, though, the feature which
grabs attention is the neat scar running
right across the throat from just under
one ear to the other. It is the legacy of
an accident in January 1985 which
nearly paralysed him and might easily
have kiﬁed him.

"It happened after (F3 entrant Pino)
Trivellato called me, it was a Sunday
and he wanted me to come fo test at
Misano the following morning. | was
driving from my office to my home: It's
only three kilometres, and | wasn't wear-
ing my seat belt. Maybe | was going a
bit quick, but not so much.

“Some guy who'd been drinking drove
out of a side road. He hit the rear of my
car and sent me spinning. | went over a
bridge, got thrown out, and broke my
neck and several other injuries. The car
was right above me, there was petrol
coming out, and | was very worried."
Not for the first time in his life, Gerhard
was destined to have what can only be
described as pools winner's luck.

THE CAR WAS RIGHT ABOVE
ME, THERE WAS PETROL

COMING OUT AND | WAS
VERY WORRIED

"“The incredible thing is that the next car
along belonged to two German doctors
from Munich who were specialists in
helicopter accidents. They knew exactly
what sort of injuries lhm:{,vond when the
ambulance came they told them not to
put me on a normal stretcher, they
made the ambulance people go back
and get a sort of air becj,)so that no
more damage would be done to me.
"“When the doctors in Innsbruck saw the
X-rays of my neck, they told me that if
my spine had been moved one mil-
limetre more, | would have been paralys-
ed from the neck down, maybe dead.
They said | would have to spend five
months in bed and another three months
to start walking again. | knew that if |
didn't getinto Formula 1 againin 1985,
then I'would never get a car again. |
said they had to do something fo help
me.

At that point in his career, Gerhard
Berger's racing experience comprised a
handful of amateur races in the Alfasud
Cup and some good F3 results spread
across three seasonsin the German and
European Championships. In all, it ad-
ded up to no more than 40 races.

But he alse had four Grand Prix starts
behind him with the Anglo-German

ATS team. He had made his debut in
August 1984 at the Osterreichring, in
his “home" Grand Prix, achieving the
rare feat of bringing a notoriously un-
‘re[ioble car safely across the finishing
ine.

Three weeks later at Monza, he not only
finished a race but also scored a point,
the firstfor ATS since 1982, BMW Renn-
leiter Deiter Stappert, a fellow Austrian,
was pushing hard to get him a place at
Arrows, and his career was about to
take off.

The doctors considered the case. Finally
they agreed to an extremely risky pro-
cedure which involved an operation
from the front of the neck to insert a
plate and secure it to the broken bones
using four screws. Even so, they told
Gerﬁurd that he would have to spend a
minimum of five weeks in bed, wearing
a special collar to minimise any move-

ment.
"On the day after the operation | was
lying in bed. Two friends had come to
see me, so | asked them to help me get
out of bed because | knew the muscles
and the blood circulation would not be
ood enough for racing if | had to stay
ike that for another five weeks. The
helped me out for a few seconds, and |
remember that everything went black in
front of my eyes. But we id it again two
or three times that day.
“The next evening | %und that | could
walk a little bit, and | went out of my
room, The doctor who had made my
operation was there, and he walked
past me. Then he turned round, realised
it was me, and made me go straight
back to the bed. But he came back after
20 minutes to say that the other doctors
didn't believe what he 'd told them about
me, so would | please do itagain. | think
there must have been about 15 doctors
there to watch it.
"I did it every day for three days, and
then | said to Rosi, my girlfriend, that |
wanted to leave the hospital, because |
could do eve?dhing at home that | was
doing there. The doctor said | was com-

pletely crazy, but he also told me that it
was my responsibility, and if | signed the
release papers there was nothing they
could do to stop me.

"So | left: It was Friday, less than one
week after the operation and that even-
ing, for the first time, | took a car and
went down to the discotheque to meet
some friends, even though | could not
move my head to left or right."

Gerhard Bergeris the son of a successful
Austrian businessman who has a numb-
eroftrucking companies and car dealer-
ships throu %\ Austria, Germany, Luxem-
bourg and Italy. Gerhard himself always
intended to be in the same kind of work,
and he was still at school when he
started to earn spare cash by buying
written-off cars in (germcmy (whereﬂ{ere
are very strict rules about selling repair-
ed cars) and fixing them up for sale in
Austria.

THE DOCTOR WHO HAD
MADE MY OPERATION
WALKED PAST ME. THEN HE
TURNED ROUND, REALISED
IT WAS ME AND MADE ME

GO STRAIGHT BACK TO BED

“I always had a very good relationshi
with my father and my mother. The nnE
problem between us came up because |
wanted to go racing, and at the begin-
ning they fried everything possible to
stop me. When | was 15 or 16 | told
them | wanted to go kart'racing, but
they refused to give me money. So | had
to work for the money. | was only 14
years old when | started selling cars.
When | had made enough profits, |
bought the Alfasud for the gn‘fasud Cup.
That caused a big disaster athome | can
tell you."
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Because he himself had never seen any
commercial future in racing, Gerhard
lost little time after leaving school to get
himself set up in business with the help
of his father. “By the time lwas 18or 19
years old | was already driving his trucks
and helping him. | have done everything:
Even working in the office and learning
book-keeping.

“But I didn't want to depend on him
always, and when | was 20 years old he
bought a small firm in Kundl, ten kilo-
metres from Worgl, which had run out of
money. There were fen people working
fhe_'re, five or six trucks, and my father
said that | could have the place on
condition that | worked there.

“It was at exactly the time that | started
to go racing, but my father was so upset
about me racing that he refused to look
after the business. He told me that if |
insisted on racing and didn't concentrate
on work, then | would be finished within
half a year. When | had to go fo a race
at the weekend once, for practicing, |
asked him if he would keep an eye on
my place on Friday, but he refused. He
just smiled and said that | had to decide
which | wanted to do.

ugyt then | discovered o girl called
Helga Ellinger who was working for
another company like mine: Everyone
said she was fantastic, and | thought
that | would get her to work for me
because | needed someone to look
ofter the place when | was racing. So
she [ainecf me, and in two or three years
of working together we went from 6
trucks to 25 trucks, from 10 employees
to 60, so it's worked out perfectly.”

WE NEVER HAD MUCH
MONEY: WE DIDN'T DO ANY
TESTING AND QUITE OFTEN
WE ALSO MISSED THE
OFFICIAL PRACTICE

Some good results with the Alfasud in
that first year (1981 Lencourcged Alfa
Romeo Austrig, together with Autodelta,
to help Gerhard fo go into Formula 3,

competing in the German Champ;
shipl:‘ " %
But his savings were soon gone, i
Gerhard found F3 so tough mgfeﬁ,
already decided to give up racing f
togetherwhen he had yet another stro?‘ :
of good fortune. "/ couldn't find s i
sors, | had no press, and although hqn:;
some good races in Germany, no o
was looking for me. Then HefmufMa,Ee
sawme in a race at Hockenheim, q ve, o
tough race and | think | touched othe
cars l:::f least fzn fimes.l" .
Marko is an Austrian lawyer w

been one of the best spc‘;vr)rfs curh;rit:::
racing in the early ‘70s. But his promis.
ing career in Formula 1 was cut short jn
1972, when a stone was thrown up and
he lost an eye while racing a BF?M at
Clermont-Ferrand in the French GP, He
has never lost contact with racing, how-
ever, and Berger was not the firstalent-
ed Austrian fo be given his help. With
Marko finding most of the money, they
bought Dick Bennett's old Ralt RT4, the
Mansilla car from 1982, and set up a
team for the Euro-Series.

“I finished 2nd in Austria and also at
Knutstorp, with a lot of help from my
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English mechanic, whose name is Derek
Warrick. Marko ran the team and all |
had to do was drive the car and find a
few sponsors. But we never had much
money: We didn't do any testing, and
quite offen we also missed the official
practice on Friday. We didn’teven have
reverse gear, because we couldn't afford
a lot of gears.

“But | learned so much that year: It
didn't matter not having reverse gear,
the important thing was that | learned
the politics. Marko taught me how to
work at being a professional racing
driver, which for me was much more
valuable than having reverse gear or

oing festing..."”

e had been quick enough in 1983 to
attract the attention of Trivellato, who
pestered Gerhard fo drive his Alfa-
powered F3 car, in spite of his lack of
sponsorship. The opposition in 1984
included John Nielsen and Johnny Dum-
fries, both of whom had the fast-improv-
ing VW engine, not fo mention Ivan
Capelli.

“With Trivellato | think I did 16 races,
and | finished 15 times in the first four
places and 7th once because ofaseized

rear wheel bearing. | was 2nd in Monte
Carlo, and | won in Austria and at
Monza. That forme was a perfect team.

DIETER STAPPERT WARNED
ME THAT THE CHANCES OF
GETTING INTO F1 WERE
SMALL

“Capelli beat me at Monte Carlo, but
laterin the season the Italian scrutineers
had a look inside his engine, and they
found that there was air coming in
where it shouldn't. We noticed it at
some races, because | thought that we
had good engines, but when Capelli
passed me it was every time on the
straight. At Silverstone Tcoufdn 't even
pass him by using the slipstream: | could
get level with him, but never pass him.

"It was at Monace that Trivellato told
me first time that there was something
wrong with Capelli's engine, because
he noticed how fast he had gone from
the start to the first corner. At Monza

Capelli was pulling out 20 metres on
everyone coming out of the first chicane.
At Monza Triveﬁom insisted on protest-
ing after | come second — and they
found that his car was notlegal. [t was a
pify because Capelli is a very good
driver, and he won more races in F3
even after the Monza thing.

80 in Formula 3 Helmut taught me how
to be a professional, while in the second
year | got the material. In 1984 | was
lying 2nd in the Championship, and |
couf:l have won it, but then | starfed fo
do Formula 1, which meant missing
some races."

The next stroke of luck was an encounter

‘with yet another Austrian.

At the end of ‘83 | happened to meet
Dieter Stoppert, who was in charge of
BMW motorsport af the time. He had
noticed me driving quick. He warned
me that the chances of Igem'n into F1
were so small that | should not think of it.
At that time | hadn't even considered
the idea, was happy to be in F3, and if |
won | would think about going on,
maybe to Formula 3000.

“So | wentinto Formula 3 with Trivellato,
and at the same time | had my first




contract with BMW for saloon cars. In

the first race with the C saloon cor, at

Monza in the rain, | was leading for the

first third of the race, so they (BMW)

were vezr happy. | had a very good
i

relationship with them after that.

“If | hadn't had BMW, | would never
have got into Formula 1. | had a friend
who knows Gunter Schmid (of ATS) very
well, and we went fo see him together.,
He said it would be possible for me to
drive for him because all the other
teams had two drivers. Manfred (Winkel-
hock) complained that the car was bad,
and he wanted to find outif the problem
was with the driver or the car.

"It was wrong for people to think that
Schmid didn't like Winkelhock: He just
wanted to have two cars, like other
teams, to see what was happening.
Schmid then told me that he could build
asecond car, buthe didn't have enough
engines for it, | would have to go and
see BMW. So | went to see BMW, and
Paul Rosche, at his suggestion and they
said they would give me the engines,
but | had to find sponsors to pay lgr the
rebuilds. And | got some engines for the
Austrian GP,

| AM VERY SORRY FOR
GUNTER SCHMID, HE
SHOULD STILL BE IN F1

“I knew that the ATS car often stopped
with little technical problems, so | gues-
sed that maybe preparation would be a
problem. Since my car wasn't yet finish-
ed, | got two mechanics, including one
who Zad worked on Helmut Marko's
BRMin 1972 and they went to England
fo finish the car there. It was very im-
portant, because | finished that first
race: Without them | would not have
done so, | know.
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“For me that was fantastic. It was a car
which could qualify easily: | was 18th in
the first qualifying. | had read all the
stories about Schmid, about the difficul-
ties which other people had had with
him and how he couldn't get mechanics.
But he has put a lot of money into F1
and... well, we need people like him in
racing. The car wasn't bad: | am sure
there are other cars which are not as
ood as the ATS. | am very sorry for
gchmid he should be in F1,'
But with the ATS about fo be given the
thumbs down be‘r BMW for engines in
1985, Gerhard had to look towards his
future, Arrows, who had negofticted to
buy BMW engines, seemed a logical
target,
"AtMonza, my second Formula 1 race, |
went to see Jackie Qliver at Arrows, He
told me he would like to replace Surer
with a young driver. Then he asked me
ow much money | had, and I told him |
had nothing. He said, ‘OK, you'll hear
from me.' We spoke quite alot later, but
then | had my big accident,
"I think it was only two weeks after the
operation that | got into a plane for
London to go andsee Oliver. | had been
wearing this plastic collar to support my
neck, and | was supposed to wear it for
two months because the only thing hold-
ing my head up was the neck muscles
and the plate. If he had seen me with
the collar, though, Jackie would haye
thought thatl wasn't going fo be able to
do the first race.”
After some complicated negotiations,
including a big Austrian sponsor who
turned up ouf of the blue and then
vanished just as quickly, Gerhard was to
gei the Arrows place alongside Thierry
outsen.
“But | needed to drive as soon as
possible, so | telephoned my friend
Chuck McCarty, whe has Formula 3
cars, and | made an arrangement to fest
with him at Misano, My head felt terrible,
but I did a good time.

L

“When | went to Imola for the fire
Wm the Arrows | could only do tyq i:m
at a time: | kept coming into the Pfis’;;
complain about all sorts of h'fﬂe things
making the mechanics check if the baf.
tery was loose, things like that,”
Nevertheless, the 1985 season wqs fo
work out reasonably well for Gerharg
His neck rapidly improved and his ability
often enabled him fo out-qualify Boyy.
sen. However, the team’s lack of udget
severely restricted the deve_iopmem ot
the AB chasis. Its preparation was ge.
cond fo none, though, and Gerhard's
two best results — in the last two races
— were 5th at Kyalami and 6th g
Adelaide.

Peter Collins of Toleman had told him o
Monza that he was on the short list for
the new Benetton team in 1986, Al
though he was never seriously worried
about losing the drive, there were stories
about pressure being applied on behalf
of Edcﬁe Cheever. Indeed, it was not
until February that the contract was
confirmed.

The first opportunity which Gerhard got
fo sit in the new Benetton B186 was at
the second Rio test. His height and his
big feet made it physically impossible
for him to drive. '?he Brazil result was
especially encouraging considering that
he had had virtually no testing through-
out the winter.

MY GIRLFRIEND IS NOT
INTERESTED IN RACING,
WHICH IS GOOD. WHEN

| GETHOMEITIS A
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT
ATMOSPHERE

The family disagreements have now
been ironed out. Father is reconciled to
is son's racing, and he even keeps an
eye on Gerhard's business when he's
rccing. Nevertheless, although Gerhar
spends as much time as he can afford in
his office, he finds that most of his time is
now occupied with racing matters.
"l don't think they need me so much
now, " he confesses. "I spent more time
away from the business last year than
ever before, and it was our best year
ever." A
He and Rosi are content with their life in
Worgl, though they are still unmarried.
"She has been my girlfriend for seven or
eight years, since before [ was racing.
e have a daughter, Christing, who has
her sixth biﬂhcﬂry this May. Rosi is not
very interested in racing, which is good,
ecause it means | can talk all wee
about racing, but when | go home it is @
completely different atmosphere. | am
happy like this."
Atthe rate he's going in racing, it seems
thatitwill be a long time before Gerhard
will be going bucﬁ to business fuli«time..




A soft-top race was laid on as a
curtain-raiser.

watch out behind you

this year,

Alain.

it didn't matter§
who won....

as long as WNewsN

it was a §
Brazilian,

If it doesn't
move Benetton
paint it.



BRAZILIAN
GRAND
PRIX

'HONDA-PIQUET
A WINNING |
COMBINATION =

OWELSE CAN YOU DIFFERENTIATE THIS GP FROM

ANY OTHER THAN BY UNDERLINING THE DOMINA-
TION OF ONE DRIVER AND ONE ENGINE? IF THERE WAS STILL
ANYBODY THAT HADN'T UNDERSTOOD THAT THE WILLIAMS
WERE GOING TO BE THE ONES TO BEAT IN '86, PIQUET'S
BRAZILIAN WIN WILL PROBABLY HAVE PUT THEM RIGHT.

by Bob Harrap
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Seeing Nelson Piquet out in front of the
first Grand Prix of the season gave the
feeling that the driver, chassis and
engine were as one out there under the
Brazilian summer sun. The way the
former World Champion dominated his
opponents with such apparent ease
and arrogance was a perfect example
of what happens when you combine the
best driving talents around with the
most suitable machinery of the moment.
During the race, the other teams were
able to see exactly how much ground
they have got to make up to get even
with the Williams-Hondas. The major
question that faces the competition now
is how many Grands Prix the Honda
engined cars are going to win before
the rest catch up. If they catch up!

The worrying aspect of this result is that
some of our worst fears have come true,
Many predicted that F1 grids would
become technically unbalanced. It has
‘happened and the rift between the best
and the least well equipped teams is
wider than ever. Equally alarming was
the lack of interest that the race offered
to the spectating public, an aspect
which must not be neglected if the sport

is to continue to thrive. Which of the 25

starters at Jacarepagua had the inten-

tion of competing in a Grand Prix

waorthy of that name? Senna? Possibly,

but enly until the petrol gauge told him

to slow down, Arnoux and Laffite? Their
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eyes were riveted to the onboard
cgmpurer from the green light until the
finish. Apar’fromfhefradmonul|ocke -
ing for positions on lap 1, everybocy
was totally concentrated on following
their race instructions fo the letter,
limiting turbo-pressure .and engine
speeds. If there was a driver out there
on the circuit who, in a flash o
inspiration, had any thoughts ofmaklpg
a concerted effort to catch up wif
someone, then he immediately came
face to face with the reulipr of having fo
conserve fuel, Thanks to FISA's rulings,
we witnessed ten drivers crossing the
finish line after 306 km, having used
only 195 litres of fuel. You call that
racing? At one time, any driver that
consciously slowed and refused to join
battle would have had his licence taken
from himl )
But let us leave that debate for the time
bein? and let's try and remember
purely the positive and pleasurable
oints of the Brazilian GP: Piquet's
imposing, if predictable victory, the jo
and strength it must have given to Fran
Williams, the heart-warming Brazilian
one-two of Piguet and Senna, and the
encouraging third and fourth placings
of Laffite and Arnoux.
Out in front, Piquet had a remarkabl
eventless race, taking the lead on lap
and perfectly controlling the proceed-
ings until the finish. Only twice did he
lose his lead and beth occasions were
due fo planned tyre changes. In fact, his
domination of the race was so complete
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that he could have stopped ey,
laps and still have won. “Tode'y fen
been very moving for me" he admit
after the race. “Iwanted so much 1o ed
this one for Frank. I don't think I've .,
worked as hard during practice
Piquet's start was a little " hesite,
.ﬂ,ﬁen | saw that Mansell and Se,-,m'
were side by side, and prepared 1, g
into the first bend togetner, | decided":o
lift off. Apart from that, | hagg n°
problems whatsoever. | a%ree that ,—,.P
not very interesting thoug racing ﬁ;ks
that. Let’s say that | won becayse phe
other teams arrn'f ready yet, For ;h:
moment, my only opponentis m
mate, Nigel Mansell, but we };;:::f:,"
allow ourselves to get over-confidens
the other motorists won't be sloy j
ﬁacﬁnﬁ." A

ansell may well be Piquet's ny
one challenger, but the I;lriﬁsh driv:‘rb I;;
trouble in Rio when he tried fo get pag
Senna on lap 1... "l had managed 1o
draw level with the Lotus on the inside of
the bend. | could have got through by}
he forced me off. | prefer not to say
anything else for the moment, | might
regret if later. All | can say is that que
nearly lost count of the number of times
Senna has tried, or managed to make
me go offl"
Senna's after race thoughts were those
ofa Fotenhul champion that knows he
hasn't the means to win. “There was
nothing | could do against Piquet,"
admitted the young Brazilian. “/ only
saw him twice during the race and that
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was when he overtook me like a rocket.
When a driver starts a race, he

enerally has the intention of doing his
gesr. it's extremely difficult, however, to
have that conviction when you know
perfectly well that you haven't got the
car to do so. Towards the end, | caught
sight of Nelson but | knew perfectly well
w%af would have happened if there ha
been two more laps to the race. As soon
as | got anywhere near him, he would
have accelerated away and | would
have been left with no fuel or no engine.
I thought it was wiser to make do with
second place which, in any case, is an
excellent result for me."

AT ONE MOMENT IT
LOOKED AS THOUGH
BERNIE WAS GOING TO
TAKE OFF, OR AT LEAST AS
THOUGH HE WAS TRYING
TO IMITATE JOHN CLEESE.

Another happy man at the end of the
race was Eernard Dudot, Renault's
motorist, With six an?ines at the start,
six at the finish and four in the top six
positions, he had every reason to feel

pleased with the reliability of the V6,

although the French constructor still
hasn't found the ideal power/consump-
tion compromise. “Brazil was only the
first race of the season, "' he pointed out,
“and we'll have to wait until Imola
before we can come to any meaningful
conclusions. Our engine appears to be
reliable." The thythm that Senna, Laffite
and Arnoux were forced to adopt tends
to underline that Renault will have to
progress if they don't wish to play at
second best during the coming year, an
orinion which Gerard Larrousse goes
along with, “We've just lived through a
totally uninteresting GP where drivers
can't have been at more than 80% of
their potential, possibly less. That's not
what F1 should be about. Ifit carries on
like that, everyone, drivers and specta-
tors alike, is going to lose interest. The
Honda engine's performance andrelia-
bility were quite astounding and 1m
33.54 seconds is a splendid, yet
worrying lap record. It is clear that the
Japenese engine is going to be the one
to beat this year. Perhaps Porsche will
be able to match it but | think that we
are just going to have to wait and see."
A tough but realistic analysis of the
situation from the Ligierteam-manager.
Dudot, however, seems to see the
Porsche as the Renault engine's princi-
pal adversary. ““I was especiall)

impressed by Alain Prost's fight bac

through the field and | would have been
more than inter 1o see what would
have happened had he not retired.”
Prost's refirement was due to piston
failure caused by the excessively weak
air-petrol mixture, rendered necessary
by the length of the race. It was either
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that or running out of fuel, the McLaren
team had no choice. The Germans
apparently haven't succeeded in solving
the problem as efficiently as their
Japanese counterparts.

QUALIFYING

After the fraditional handshakes and
kisses that mark the first getting together
of a new season, everybody popped
along fo pay a courtesy (or szoul that
be curiosity) visit to the Brabham pits.
Gordon Murray was there in his Eric
Clqlafon tee-shirt and pink sunglasses
whilst Ecclestone was sporting one of his
immaculate white shirts. Patrese and De
Angelis were all smiles, the German
motorists appeared in control of things
and the three kippers themselves were
resting on their trestles looking like iron-
ing boards. At this particular moment,
Gordon Murray seemed both amused
and anxious at the same time; amused
that his latest creation was the cause of
so much interest but also anxious be-
cause he knew that the BT55's day of
judgement was nigh and that in a few
minutes time the F1 world would be
able to form its first opinions.
Someone lifted one of the covers, to the
%enernl craning of necks. “Quite a bit
as changed since the first Rio tests,”
pronounced the odd voice. But it was
true and Murray had no intentions of
hiding the fact. "I've adopted a larger
intercooler, I've moved the radiators to
evacuate as much heat as possible and
I've designed a new rear wing fo in-
crease downforce. Thats about all." Na
mention of the small carbon pyramid
that has been added to the top of the
front roll over bar which looks as though
it's been included to highten the imagin-
ary line that goes above the driver's
helmet. Did that mean that the driving
position had been raised too? “Not in
the least . We designed the car around
Piquet before he left,” pointed out
Murray. “Elic and Ricardo are both
taller so I've had to review the design
but I haven't touched the position of the
seat.”
It had just gone 10 o'clock and the
moment of truth was fast approaching.
The two drivers squeezed, not without
diﬁ'culg, into the narrow tub. Somebody
clipped the belts in place, the drivers
lowered their visors and drove away
from the shade of their pits. Almost
immediately, or so it seemed, they were
back; De Angelis at a crawl, the turbo
broken, and Patrese by foot. His engine
had given out somewhere on the track.
With only ene spare car available, De
Angelis could nn'l‘ manage 11 laps and
Patrese 7 during the 90 minute unofficial
practice. We would have to wait until 1
o'clock for the first qualifying period
before we would be able to get a
realistic idea of the BT55's potential.
Everybody's appetite had been whet-
ted, the car's line looked as though it
would penetrate the air like an arrow.

It should be pointed out that Elio and
Rick weren't the only two to have hit
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If many predicted that Piquet and
Senna would get onto the winners’
rostrum, Laffite’s presence for the
second time in two GPs came as a
welcome surprise.

trouble that morning. Dumfries’ Lotus
had caught fire after a pick-up Pumﬁg‘
the turbo lubrification system had failed.
Palmer's engine had blown, Boutsen
had trouble with his injection an
oil pipe split on his spare car, etc. The
most spectacular incident of the morn-
ing, however, was when Arnoux arrived
in pit-lane with the rear end of his Ligier
engulfed in flomes. The fire was im-
mediately extinguished but the French
driver was obliged to take out the spare
car which wasn't fitted with the latest
pneumatic distribution that the Blues
were using for ing. The

to the burnt out car tuned out to
quite serious. uiéausl 'lulrbina had
exploded, spreading fire to alarge part
of the rear body,an incident which plagu-
ed the Ligier team during February's
testing.

As soon as official qualifying got under
way, owrm‘s eyes were q°1‘rrvuhd to

their stop- es, ready to verify the
rmance of the ki while
kippers. Alas,
it out to th dths of

it

Angelis and Patrese had already fallen

fou?:fﬂmtamo problem. Despite hav-

ing a brand new engine, the latter

ibghicti e

a iea altan

i wile the BNIW e e 10 get
29



DRIVER
| Berger |

[ CHAssls |
B 186/03
B18/01 | Spars |




B R-ATT ISP

the root of the problem. To no avail,
however, and the Italion's car ff'nu|_iy
*definitively stopped out on the circuit.
By the time he got back to the pits and
installed in the spare car, the chequered
flag had fallen announcing the end of
qualifying. Patrese would nevertheless
be able fo start thanks to the fact that
there were only 25 cars entered for the
Brazilian GP. What about De Angelis?
His afternoon had been no more fruitful.
A temperamental gear selector had
caused him to spin before he experienc-
ed a series of injection problems. The
engine consequently gave up the ghost
but atleast De Angelishad been able to
record 14th fastesttime, just. The expres-
sion on Murray's face had progressively
altered during the session. Initially amus-
ed, he had become pensive. Initially
standing, he had sat down on a box, his
head in his hands, lost in unfathomable
thought. “What if I've got everyfhin?
wrong?"'he seemed to be asking himself.
Paul Rosche, engine manager, was a
shade more explicit as he shook his
head slowly from left fo right. Where
was BerniegWe'd hardly noticed himall
ay. He was there, though, his sleeves
ruiﬁed up to the elbow, gesticulating to
his engineer. His arms seemed to be
saying that Gordon should fit an inter-
cooler as wide as that, as high as that,
fitted like that and with the air outlet as
big as that. At one moment it looked as
if he was going to take off, or at least as
though he was frying to imitate John
Cleese. Things looked bad. “Don’t be
pessimistic,' advised someone from
BMW reassuringly. “It's only a question
of detail, it's noffze whole car's concep-
tion that's at fault. Murray's design is
completely new and original and we've
had to start from seratch, Anyway, we
believe in him and the car.” De Angelis
took things Ehiiosn)ph‘lcally. “Although
the bloody thing's always going wrong,
Isincerely believe in the BT55. The dayif
works well, watch out! For that reason
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e, | don't mind working twice as
gfr:l on its development. | am eager fo
see what it's going fo be”flke when
everything is sorted ouf. Pa?reseds
thoughts? Let's say that he op‘feure
very patient, but then he's already been
through all that three years ago. |
The problem lay in the fact that Piguet,
Senna and Alboreto had been flc:u::

ast in front of the pits at a mea

fpeed of 233.6,232.92 and 232.52 kph
respectively whilst the two Brabham
drivers had been neck and neck at...
211.81 and 211.23 kph, not a great
deal better than the Osellas! There
were other pointers; Berger and his
Benetton hcdpbeen clocked on entry to
the South Bend, fastest part of the
Brazilian circuit, at 308.48 kph and Sen-
na's speed was given as 304.83. All
Patrese and De Angelis could rnancﬁe
was 287.16 kph and 272.38. On the
face of it, two reasons seemed likely:
— Either Murray had got his aero-
dynamics completely wrong for the day
and had fitted a wing giving lots of
downforce but which restricted top
speed.

— Or the layout of the BMW engine
and its accessories did not allow heatto
dissipate efficiently enough, causin
very high running temperatures an
consequently limiting turbo-pressure.
That could result in other problems like
hot spots in the combustion process
(hence the broken engines) or fuel feed.
Ecclestone’s gestures which seemed to
be diagnoesing a larger intercooler “as
big as that' were probably well founded
but possibly not the whole answer.
Anyone who hesitated in predicting a
likely pecking orderfor the coming year
was soon put right in Rio. Piquet set the
first pole position time in front of Senna,
Mansell and Prost. With two Brazilians
outfront, the crowd was understandably
ebullient, split between the two national
heros. The absolute record fime for the
circuit (Tm 26.395) set by Senna during
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Arnoux and Laffite spent most

of the race in each other’s comny,

Laffite profiting from his team- mate’s ture wear proble
towards the end of the race to snatch third. o %
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rivate testing was forgotten as Nels
’guf in animpressive 1m 26.266g, slustm
ing a second and a half off Alboretqt,
pole position time of 1985. Piquet was
confident that he could get under the
1m 26s barrier once his car and ear
ratios were perfectly set up. Prost's fii o
despite being only 4th fastest Was caygg
for a little personal satisfaction 1q the
Frenchman. He knows that he is rarelyin
with achance for a good qualifying time
and he usually exploits practice Sessiong
to get the car absolutely right for the
race.
Over in the Ferrari pits, the atmospher,
was far from h:vyﬂ.:l. It shoulan"t eb:
forgotten that the F1/86 had only jus
been faken out of its wrappings ang
required some final detail developmens
work. With a Tm 30.156s, Alboreto was
a long way off his []J_ole position fime of
the previous year! Their major problam
turned out to be with the fuel pum
drive which made things slightly ay.
kward for the engineers that had come
out especial lﬁ from ltaly to set up a new
computer which is meant to measure
fuel consumption cylinder by cylinder
and lap by lap according to engine
speed and turbo-pressure.

WITH TWO BRAZILIANS OUT
FRONT, THE CROWD WAS
UNDERSTANDABLY
EBULLIENT

Brazil is traditionally a place where one
re-discovers the real colour of the sky
after the European winter. Blue was
also the colour of the little French cars
which surprised many during that first
timed practice. Laffite had impressed
with a 7th time but the following day it
was Arnoux who was out to prove a
thing or two to certain teams, His 10th
fastest time in the spare car fitted with
the race engine wiped the smiles off a
few faces on both sides of the Alps. The
Ligier boys were definitely in good form
and the JS27 gave the impression that it
was going fo be a force fo reckon with
over the months to come. Despite his
age, Jacques Laffite is as motivated as
ever and the French engineers have
come up with more than one trick fo
brm% the Ligier F1 car back to a level if
should never have vacated. The day
before, the whole team had gathere
round the table of a restaurant locate
in the middle of an island fo discuss
tactics for the second and final time!
practice session. The prevailing atmo-
sphere was one of calm and confidence
while it was decided that Laffite wou
concentrate on consumption tests wit
the spare car during untimed practice
whereas Arnoux was to work on progres
sive stiffening of the suspensions. The
new settings ﬁwt were to be tested inan
eftort to eliminate a slight oversteer
were finally rejected and more classical
seftings were selected.

With the probem of fue nsumpt:'on a

P

envisage frying to match Piguet’s 'pace.

De Angelis had just called into his pits to
try and cure the coughing engine that
had been handicapping him, when the
session was suspended. Alboreto and
Tambay had just tangled. “My pifs had
just ordered me to come back in," ex-
plained the Lola driver, “so | liffed off.
still keeping my line through the left

ander | was negotiating. Suddenly |
spotted Alboreto’s Ferrari in my mirror
and, so as not to hinder him, | pulled
over to the inside.” The problem was
that Alboreto must have found that
Tambay was taking his time in getting
out of the way and he too pulled overto
the inside. The resulting coming together
of the two cars was quite violent, the
Italian driver's rear right wheel mounting
the Frenchman's front left, and the two
cars ended up in the rails. Tambay was
slightly concussed in the incident when
he received his own wheel on his helmet
but nothing serious. Alboreto was fu-
rious. The rear end of his Ferrari was
totally destroyed, engine and gearbox
inclu ed,parﬁculcrlyugseﬂingsinceihe
spare was only a 156/85 from last year.
Tﬁere was a brief exchange of words
between the two men which ended in a
total lack of mutual understanding. As
inal timed practice approached, Albo-
reto had to wait while his mechanics ﬁ.lof
on with the job of rebuilding the car. The
fact that they managed is worth a men-
tion but they could have saved them-
selves the trouble as the fuel pump
broke again and Michele finally put in
8th fastest time with the former
156/85...

revious day, Piquet wanted to go even
aster, if onry just to see what the Wil-
liams-Honda was capable of. His first
set of qualifying rubber was wasted
when he was slowed by Surer who had
just broken his throttle cable. The Brab-
am driver immediately set out for a
second attempt but this time committed
one of his rare driving faults, He badly
judged a small rise and lost control of
the rear of the car, not helped by the
thin layer of dust that covered the track,
and the BT55 span into the rails. “/ hod
1o take that line if | was to put in a good
time"" admitted Piquet. “I took a risk
‘and off | went. There's no serious dam-
age. My right wristis hurﬁ'n‘g abit, [hope
I'ﬁ be alright for the race.
Mansell went out in a determined effort
to do better than his unfortunate team-
mate but he could only manage second
fastest. All eyes turned to the black
Lotus of Senna: 1m 27.403s with his first
set of qualifying f{lres, slower than the
day before but the Lotus technicians
located the problem which was a poor
programming of the electronics. ?hen
news spread round that Laffite had just
putin Tm 28.183sfaster than Alboreto,
Rosberg and many others. Jacques him-
self had as much difficulty in believing it
as the others. “I1m 28.183s2 Let's have
a look at that," he said to Tetu, his hair
glued to his head with sweat after the
effort. “Where are all the youngsters
then? Tm 27.403s for Senna? He putin
Tm 26.983s yesterday... I'm going te
eat ‘magic boy' up! (Magique is whai
Laffite calls Senna.) They say that I'm no
good in qualifying. I'll make them eat

Iays at the back of his mind, Senna could not even

their words, The rest don't scare me. |
only need a good car to go quickly!”
That was Lafitte's frame of mind as he
left the pits on his second set of qualies.
He promptly took a second off his first
time and was consequently 5th fastest,
6 hundredths of a second slower than
Arnoux. Out went Senna again with his
final set of qualifying tyres... 1m
25.501s, atime nobody else could even
approach. Ducarouge had predicted
that pole position time would be around
the Tm 25.5s mark. Ayrton was a litile
more modest; "/ thought | was going to
improve on my time of yesterday, bui
not by that much. On the first bend of
that lap | realised that the car was
erfectly set up and | said to myself
steady, Ayrfon, we can't make any
mistakes this time." That lap gave me a
great deal of pleasure, a satisfaction
that one rarely feels in F1. Now it's time
to start thinking about the race and
that's going to be a completely different
kettle of fish. The engine won't be the
same, the tyres won't be the same, it's
more orless a different car I'll be driving.
In fact I'm a little less optimistic aboul
the race. The Williams and Mclarens
are likely to be more reliable than the
Lotus ond I'm a little anxious about the
98T's consumption.""
As for Prost, I?e had predicted that he
would be 6th or 7th on the starting grid.
He eventually started in 9th pasition
behind his new team-mate Rosberg, a
state of affairs that will ensure that the
Frenchman's motivation will be as intact
as ever during 1986. a
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All 25 drivers on the starting grid of the
h!'s;GP of the 1986 season were preoccu-
pie

tyres going to hold out in the heavy heat
of the Jacarepagua circuit with the power
of the Iu?esl generationengines, and were
they going fo have enough fuel to com-
pleis the 61 lap, 30
;r’t‘terasl forthe 60,000 Brazilian spectators

§

y two major factors; how were the

6 km race? Main

at formed a colourful back-drop to the

roceedinpgs was which of their twoheros,
Senna or

likely to be a duel between youthful deter-
mination and wise experience, unless the
overbearing worry or

sumption was going to falsify the issue...

iquet, was going to win. It was

excessive fuel con-

10

Paguet 16m 10.583s; Senna 16m
15.5055; Alboreto 16m 21.0155s;
Arnoux 16m 26.973s; Prost 16m
28.462s; Johansson 16m 33.597s;
Patrese 16m 35.349s; Laffite 16m
35.644s; De Cesaris 16m 41.235s;
Tambay 16m 44.364s; Boutsen
16m 52.243s; Dumfries 1ém
52.857s; Brundle 16m 54.098s;
De Angelis 16m 54.479s; Berger
16m 55.601s; Surer 17m 03.1575;
Palmer 17m 15.198s; Streiff 17m
15.691s; Ghinzani 17m 39.411s;

ini @

i i ital

Frank Williams who was laidupin hosp¥
on the other side of the Atlantic. A boﬂ;‘,j,
bearing the words “Wish you were e{. 3
was he?d in front of his car on the starting

rid and filmed by TV. Another message,
this time from certain rival team-mana-
gers, stating “Don’t worrylFr.ankr wedre
minding the store” was similarly trans
mitted
The Green light was given at 13h, under a
hazy sky accompanied by @ welcome
breeze. Piquet, Senna an Mansell sho;
off practically together and were W[hﬁe
in wheel as they braked for the rgg_ll;
hander that follows the start/finis
straight. One of them was going to have
m'!if? off and it turned ouf to be Piquet
who preferred to leave the two hares to
it. Senna managed to ward off Mansell’s
impressive attack before the Enghshmun
made an all out effort to get the better of
the Brazilian driver on the South Bend, a
fast left. Mansell's bid to pass Senna was

ossibly a little hasty and it might have
geen better to waitfor lap 2 orevenlap 3.
In any case, the Williams o little over-
optimistically took the inside line but Senna
negotiated the curve as though Mansell
wasn't there, following his trajectory an
diving into the inside in front of the Wil-
liams. An off was inevitable l,qm-.l Munsejl

Danner 17m 45.362s; N
laps; Fabi 7 laps.

The minutes before the start were achance
for Piquet to send a goodwill message to

pened the list of retir |
ly, Senna had a relatively “comfortable”
lead with only Piguet at his heels. Arnoux
followed, 2.1s behind Senng, followed in
turn by Alboreto, Rosherg, Johansson,
Patrese, Lufﬁre,Jones,TnmEuy and Prost,

L T

whose start had been more thap

little cautious. ust o

Prost 32m 36.993s; Senna

: 2
37.972s; Piquet 32m 54,2 m
20 noux 32m 56.679% Lafthe "
I_APS 04.171s; Tambay 33m 22780
Dumfries 33m 26.949s; Joh, 25

33m 31.366s; Patrese ?_'?Q”
37.953s; Berger 33m 39,554
Brundle 33m 59.0105, Baso
34m 05.523s; Streiff 34m 13 330!
Alboreto 19 laps; Pa.’merw,'a |
De Angelis 19 laps; Danney 'a.'.g
lops; Fabi 17 laps.

Piquet demonstrated his experience over
the next two laps, happy just to trail hig
fellow Bruzlll_un._TFlen on lap 3, confiden;
inhis carandin hlmsel_?, Piguet closed in oy
the Lotus and passed it without the slight.
est hesitation. Once past, nothing caylq
stop him pulling away. At the end of thy;
lap his lead was 0.69s, 1.24s after the
following lap, 1.46s after lap 6, increasing
to4.92s after 10|aps. Mansell had already
been joined in the stands by Jones and
Rosherg both with engine problems. Prost
must have been worried by the early exit
of his new team-mate, but he was never-
theless getting on with the job of climbing
through the field with relative ease, After
6 laps, the reigning World Champion was
already up to 7th, Patrese was passed on

a piston hadn’t decided otherwisc
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Thirteenth at the end of the first lap, leader after 20 laps,

would!Alain l’ros&.

«ave worried Piquet if
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Not a good day for the Ferrari team as neither of the new cars managed to finish.
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lap 8 and Johansson alap later. Onlap 10,
the Frenchman beat the lap record that
Piquet had just set and promptly closed in
on Arnoux. The Ligier driver was passed
on the next lap but Prost had to wait until
lap 16 to overtake Alboreto after his first
attempt failed when the Ferrari driver put
up more resistance than the others. How-
ever, on lap 16 , the Italian could do
nothing to stop Prost ?eﬂing by and,
afterwards, was not able to match the
Frenchman’s pace as the Mclaren pulled
away. In any case, the Ferrari pulled into
the pits three laps later to change tyres,
dropping from 4th to 13th in the process.

Piquet 48m 51.117s; Senna 49m
16.003s; Prost 49m 37.969s; Ar-
noux 49m 59.263s; Laffite 50m
07.781s; Brundle 29 Japs; Dumfries
29 laps; Boutsen 29 laps; Alboreto.
29 lops; Berger 29 laps; Streiff 29
ﬁaps; De Angelis 28 laps; Fabi 26
aps.

LAPS

At the same time, Piquet stopped for t..
same reason. The race hadn't even reach-
ed a third of its total distance! Ayrton
Senna inherited the lead but the gap
between him and Prost was only 0.84s,
Piquet's tyre change went off extremely
well and, as he came back out onto the
circuit, he had only dropped two places. It
was Senna's turn fo change rubber on lai

20 and Prost was suddenly. in the lea

13.77s ahead of Piquet, 23.13s ahead of
Arnoux, 30.59s in front of Senna and
31.71s ahead of Laffite. Obviously Prost's
lead was very fragile since the two Brazi-
lians were both on fresh rubber whereas
Prost was ohliged to call in at the pits to
change his sooner or later. The McLaren’s
handling was visibly deteriorating. Prost's
lead over the WEr!inm: of Piquet was
already down to 7.73s by the end of lap
24, 3.7 b¥ the end of the following lap
before the Frenchman had no option but

to let Piquet through. Prost couldn’t wait
any longer for new tyres and, predictably,
he stopped at the McLaren pits on the
following lap rather than risk going off.
The change was carried out in only 9.49s
which meant that Prost rejoined the race
in 3rd position, 22s behind Senno and
46.85s adrift of Piquet. Prost believed that
he was capable at least of catching Senna
but, on Iu'r 30, the Mclaren suddenly
slowed and Prost drove back into his pits.
A piston had blown, the same rroblem
that had struck Rosbergin the early stages
of the race...

Infact anumber of drivers had disappear-
ed by this time, numal¥ De Cesaris, Nan-
nini, Surer, Palmer, Patrese, Tambay,
Johansson, and Danner. The casualty list
for Rio was particularly high and Albereto,
who had gamely fought his way back to
6th after his tyre change, was soon to find
his name on that list. However, with or
without all those retirements, the race
had lost most of its interest. Piguet's
domination was such that the Williams
driver could afford to take his time. It
wouldn’t have come as a surprise fo see
him driving with one hand, the other arm
resting on one side. Senna was doinqﬁhis
best to stay as much in touch as possible.

40 Piquet 1h 05m 01.088s; Senna Th
ng 22.480s; Arnoux 1h 06m
08.281s; Laffite Th 06m 10.990s;

I_APS Berger 39 laps; Brundle 39 laps;
Streiff 39 ; Dumfries 38 laps;

De Angelis 38 laps; Fabi 36 laps.

The gap between the two was 30 seconds
after the 35th lap, but Piquet could already
relax and spare his car, asking little of his
tyres and economising precious fuel. Inte-
rest came alive again on lap 41 when
Piquet stopped to change tyres again,
leaving Senna in the lead for the ird
time, but the Lotusdriver stopped just one
lap later for the same reason and that

was that until the finish,
There was little else to fix one's attention
upon. Most drivers were content to keep
to their different positions, their eyes fixed
on their computers. The only Brabham left
inthe race, tgqt of De Angelis, was despe-
rately looking to finish despite a coughing
ngine. Thankfully there were the Ligiers
of Arnoux and Latfite to entertain us.

30
LAPS

Piquet 1h21m 35.331s; Senna Th
21m 52.591s; Arnoux 1h 22m
25.916s; Loffite Th 22m 26.492s;
Brundle 49 laps; Berger 49 laps;
Streiff 48 laps; De Angelis 48 laps;
Dumfries 4; laps; Fabi 46 laps.

Laffite completed the first lap in 8th posi-
tion but had caught up with his team-
mate by lap 24, The pair remained in
tandem until lap 50, by which time René
and Jaques were lying third and fou
respectively. The former was beginning to
have problems with his tyres and was also
getting a bit wary about the amount of
petrol he had left, Laffite, whose slower
start meant that he was less wor
about fuel, saw the chance of finishing in
the top three and passed Arnoux who
ulled respectfully aside to allow his col-
league through. There was not the slight-
est trace of frictionbetween the two. Guy
Ligier, g the race on TV from his
Vichy base in France, must have savoured
his drivers' results.
Behind the Ligiers, there was a procession
of drivers who didn't seem to realise they
were in a Grand Prix. Tho‘ were ouf
simply to finish, a feat in itself... Brundle
was a lap adrift, Bergor and Streiff two,
De Anﬁ: is and Dumfries three and Fabi
five. Infuture, instead of limiting fuel, FISA
could make all the drivers start blindfold-
ed and carry a white stick. Possibly less of
a tech eans of restricting p 3
but at least it would be more fun for the
spectators... who pay!
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Starting grid (Brazilian GP 1986) DPPI

SENNA WAS THE ONLY ONE TO BEAT THE 1m 26s BARRIER IN QUALIFYING. PIQUET SPAN INTO THE RAILS ON HIS ATTEMPT



René Arnoux (Ligier JS27) DPP|

ARNOUX LEADS JOHANSSON, HIS REPLACEMENT AT FERRARI DURING 1985. SWEET REVENGE FOR THE LATEST LIGIER RECRUIT
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Teo Fabi (Toleman/Benetton B186) Photo A. Marzoli

THE BENETTONS HADN'T JUST COME TO RIO TO LOOK PRETTY: BEIGER EARNED A POINT AND FABI SET 2ND FASTEST LAP— TIME



Cast not a clout 'til May is out.







ANALYSIS

The friction that exists between Ayrton
Senna gnd Nigel Mansell is no secret
and one only has to look back at the
Australian and Brazilian Grands Prix to
see that no love is lost between the two
drivers. On each occasion, the Brazilian
driver's tactics as he endeavoured to
thwart Mansell's attempts at overtaking
were a little aver-enthusiastic to say the
least. The tables were turned at Jerez.
As drivers awaited the start of the race,
Senna climbed out of the Lotus's cockpit,
took off his helmet and gloves and went
up to say a few words in Mansell's ear.
The Brit remained totally impassive, his
hands gripping the Willioms' steering
wheel, as Senna leant over. "“Don't iry
anything silly, Nigel. There's no point in
frying to win the race at the first bend
thistime, there's 72 laps to do... " Mansell
didn't flinch and a few seconds passed
efore he retorted something inaudible.
“After the incident in Rio,” explained
Senna later, " had expected him to
come and ask me to justify my tactics.
He didn't do that, so it was me that
approached him on the grid fo clear the
air. His reactions surprised me and |
admit that | was a little scared of him at
the start. When Nigel eventually passed
me, | made no effort fo resist but, when
it was my turn to challenge him, it was a
completely different story. He seemed
to be waiting forme. | attempted without

48

success to get past at each of the four
easiest overtaking points. Consequently
[tried a fifth spot where nothing had yet
been tried and succeeded, | asically
because Nigel wasn't expecting me...
That didn’t stop him from fzﬂn to shut
the door on me and our wheels touch-
ed.”

Afterthe race, Senna and Mansell were
taken from the paddock to the rostrum
in the same courtesy car and foun
themselves sitting next to each other on
the back seat. Mansell took the Brazilian
driver by the collar of his overalls and
shouted, “You raninto me again foaay;
kid." To which Senna replied after a
short silence, “And you closed the door
in my face on more than one occasion,
so you can shut up..."

Less than a metre, but also many other
things separated the two impetuous
drivers as they crossed the finish line but
both deserve a great deal of credit for
their display in Spain. “If was indeed a
difficult race, " continued the Lotus driver.
" suffered as a result of excessive fuel
consumption and tyre wear. Seven laps
from the end, my rear left tyre was
totally finished. | nearly went off on the
penvultimate lap, it was like driving on
ice." According to ‘well informed sour-
ces', only a litre and a half of petrol
remained in the reservoir of the Lotus at
the end of the race and the British team
will no doubt have to take a close look
at the problem before the San Marino

Senna’s pole-position was the ninth of his career and the hn-ndredth for Lotus

tImolain afortnight'stime. “/n g,
S;;"gdmiﬂed Sennda, "ifthe finish fina
had been just twenty metres fur{her on,
Mansell would have won. God, it reqll,
was a difficult race, you had to concep,.
trate 100% on consumption from stary
fo finish and then, towards the end, |
also began to feel extremely shatterg.|
physically, | suffered badly with m,
back. As far as the engine is concerned,
it's true that we lack a bit of power,
especially on acceleration out of bends.
| was forced to compensate elsewhere, "
And compensate he did. Sennais under
no illusions for the rest of the seasan,
“It's going to be between the two Wi.
liams, the two McLarens and myself."”
The McLarens of Prost and Rosber
fared better in Spain than in Brazil. The
problem of weak air/fuel mixtures on
the two cars had been eliminated but gt
the expense of increased fuel consump-
tion. “My computer informed me that |
only had 1 litre left at the finish, " pointed
out Prost. “But something must have
been wrong with it because the car
weighed in at 556 k? after the race, ie
16 kg over its normal weight. That's the
equivalentof around 12 or 13 litres, My
biggest problem here was the tyres,
especially the rear left like everybody
else. About 20 laps from the end, |
s:’?naﬂed fo my pits that | intended
changing tyres but | changed my mind
when | noticed that | was catching the
others atarate of a second a lap. It was
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a mistake which I regret but 've only got
myself to blame. | feel a litile frustrated
now the race is over. | believe that, if |
had gone chead and changed tyres
and if my computer had given me an
accurate idea of how much fuel | had
left, | could have obtained a better
result. Taking my computer's estimation
as the truth, | completed the last laps at
reducedturbo pressure, One interestin
indication to come out of the Spanis?q-‘
GP is that the Hondas can be beaten. |
think we could be in for a few surprises in
the races to come."”
Rosberg too could have hoped for a
better result had he not forgotten to
reduce furbo boost after switching to
maximum to overtake Mansell on lap
twol Imagine what the Finn must have
felt as he glanced at the computer's fuel
figures some ftime later. With boost
down to an extremely conservative level,
the pace of the second MclLaren dropp-
ed considerably, to the extent that Ros-
berg found himself a lap behind. Once
his fuel situation had become healthier
and once fresh tyres had been fitted to
his car, Rosberg was able to drive in his
usual style and even recorded second
fastest lap-time onlap 61. But it was far
too late to do anything about catching
up with the leading frio.
It was too late also for Mansell who
elected to change his Goodyears onlap
63 when the %Nilliums had become
totally undrivable. During the tyre
change, the Williams mechanics noticed
the real reason behind Mansell's sudden
handling problems; a piece of metal
had pierced the rear right tyre causing a
slow puncture. Mansell, his mind con-
centrated on fending off Senna, had not
even noticed. "The tyre change only
took 8.7 seconds, " he pointed out. “The
mechanics did a great job but even that
was too long. When | got back onto the
circuit, | was 19 seconds adrift. It was
relatively easy for me to catch Prost but |
ez_:snf‘y lost 4 seconds in trying to get past
him." Those four seconds meant that
the British driver had to quicken his pace
even further if he was to stand any
chance at all of catching Senna’s Lotus.
In an all aut final effort, Mansell caught
Senna on the |ast bend, drew level with
the Lotus and was still accelerating as
fheJ’ crossed the line. Convinced that he
had pipped his rival at the post, Mansell
even gave the thumbs up sign to Patrick
Head who was watching from the track-
side. Butno. He would have to make do
with second place. Obviously disap-
ﬁp:nred, the V@illiams driver hadn't lost
is sense of humour, hope Frank
en.loged watching all that on television!”
For Ferrari, the trip to Spain proved to
e as fruitless as the I?io outing two
weeks before and brake problems,
possibly even more serious than those
encountered in Brazil, were the reasons
or the retirements of both Alboreto and
Johansson. Things were no happier in
the Ligier pits where both cars were in
with a realistic chance of scoring points
ad half-shaftfailure not decided other-
wise for Laffite and Arnoux. The French
team will no doubt want to understand

exactly what happened before Imola.
Arnoux, however, had already lost all
hopes for a good result when a problem
with the JSZ%'S injection retained himin
the pits for a long while. Once back on
the track, the Frenchmen set a new lap
record which was to last for quite a long
time. “They are the same half-shafts we
used in Rio," pondered Michel Tetu,
Ligier's engineer. “‘Perhaps they had to
work harder here as a result of the
bumpy surface, the more twisty nature
of the circuit and the shorter gear ratios
we were using here.

“We ﬁrﬂ'shedg well in Brazil despite not
being able to maich the rhythm of the
others," added Arnoux. "Here we were
very competitive but neither of us finish-
ed. | suppose it's a question of striking a
happy medium."

CIRCUITO DE JEREZ, NOT
EVERYBODY'S CUP OF TEA

Atone stage itlooked doubtful whether
the ambitious undertaking of finishing
the brand new Jerez circuit in time for
the race was going to be achieved.
However, as everybody started to arrive,
the sight that met them in the middle of
the otherwise deserted Andalusian
Plains was simply dazzling. The circuit's
layout gave drivers the opportunity to
test their skills over a succession of
interesting curves, the recently surfaced
track lined with magnificent new stands
each with an ideal view of the race. The
only apparent criticism to meet the eye
was the narrowness of the track which
offered few chances for overtaking. The
paddock was vast, parking lots were
welllaid out and the surroundings were
very pleasant indeed. At first sight, the
initiative of three men, the chairman of
Tio Pepe wines, the President of Anda-
lusia and the Mayor of Jerez was a
success. Nine months of intensive work
and an announced investment of ten
million dollars had transformed a for-

Had Mansell called in at his pits
just one lap earlier to change
tvres he would probably have won
the Spanish GP.

The race really came alive after
two-thirds of its distance when
Mansell, Senna and Prost were
grouped within less than a second.
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There were no major technical modifica-
tions to mark the retyrn of Formula 1
racing to Spanish territory, only a few
minor alterations plus the planned debut
race of the Tyrrell 015,

after the GP at Rio in order to further
develop the BT55. The three days were
spent in the company of BMW technicians
in an effort to pin-point the source of the
problems which wereeffecting the engine.
Particular attention was paid to the cool-
ing system and the combusti chambers.
However, for the S%anish GP, only the
nlet manifold had been modified and
was mounted a couple of centimetres
higher thanks to the fitting of longer

TYRRELL
CHASSIS DRIVER
01571 Brundle
014/2 Streiff
014/4 Spare

As announced by Ken Tyrrell PAD-
DOCKS) Brondle wes arvan the rotk o
un_u:fg the 015 through its paces whilst
treiff persevered witl meﬂ‘l’m

WILLIAMS

As aresult of his off on the Friday morning,
Piquet was forced to make do with the
spare car, FW11/01 was considered to be
|rr§puruhle after the hammering the
underneath of the chassis had received
over the rubbing strips ond the British
team even considered flying a new chassis
over from England durlnF the night. The
mechanics were eventually able to repair
the damage but Piquet preferred to keep
the spare car for the weekend.

The Brabham team had stayed onin Brazil

trumpets. As a result, the manifold was
situated proud of the shell and exposed to
the cooling effect of passing air. On the
Thursday, only De Angelis’ car was modi-
fied in this way but, by Friday morning, all
three BT55s had been altered.

LIGIER

Michel Tetu preferred to use the circuit of
Nogaro in the south-west of France o set
ug the Ligier JS27s for Jerez. Laffite was
able to put in a hundred or so laps on the
twisty French circuit in a car fitted with a
curious looking rear wing, the result of
wind-tunnel research. A secondary pro-
filed winghad been mounted in the hollow
of the main wing to increase downforce
and to improve motricity. Once in Spain,

owever, Arnoux reverted to the original
wing desuﬁn on the grounds that top-
speed would be vital on the Jerez circuit.

uy Ligier was also fartunate enough to
have one of the latest Renault DP engines
(pneumatic timing) available in race spe-
cification but was in a bit of a quandary as
to which driver should be given the pri-

vilege of using it. Eventually, the honoyr
went to Laffite.

CHASSIS
F1-86/087
F1-86/088
F1-86/089

DRIVER
Johansson
Alboreto

As usual, the Scuderia had put in a lot of
testing at their Fiorano circuitin an effort
to iron out the weaknesses of the new
F1/86. The flexible fuel-pump drive belt
was judged too fragile and has been
rtaplt:t:ecl‘:'| by a shaft drive with universal
joints. No signs though of the Marzocchi
gas-filled dampers many people were
expecting. Anew wing, mounted between
the principal wing and the extractor, has
made an appearance.

After a weekend of transmission failures,
fires caused by fuel and oil leaks and far
from perfect handling characteristics, the
Spanish GP will not ?o down in history as
the most successful for the Italian team,

LOTUS

Nuthipq_‘much new on the Lotus 98T cxc_e'pl:l
for slightly biager inlet manifolds. The
Britishteam had no difficulty housing them
under their engine covers but:
will have to be adopted when the madi-
fication is eventually adapted by the
French team. d o

Tambay lost ground early on with
brake problems but finished 8th.

the 014.

The Tyrrell 015 was due to make
its debut in Spain but an accident
during practice meant that
Brundle was forced to start with

Berger took his Benetton i
points for the second hg::;r;l}ot;!;e
hilst Fabi

second time.
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fastest lap-time, also for the

ded third
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merly rich and green pasture land for
herds of magnificent local bulls into one
of the world's most modern F 1 circuits.
In an effort to produce an original yet
interesting layout, the designers ha
conceived a” twisty, technical circuit
where drivers would always have to be
on the alert. The initial computer predic-
tions concerning lap times and average
lap speeds confirmed that: Maximum
speed was, according to the said com-
uter, F(?oing to be in the region of
65 lép and an expected average
speed of 135 kph would mean lap times
in the order of 1m 52s. On the basis of
those calculations, Jerez was likely fo
resemble Monaco.
FOCA had taken care to organise an
introductory untimed practice session
onthe Thursday afternoon so thatteams
and drivers would have a chance to
ecome acquainted with the new site.
Immediately it was clear that the com-
puterhad gotits sums completely wrong,
the true nature of the Jerez circuit being
much faster than believed. Prostimme-
diately putthe picture straight by putting
in a lap of 1m 25.446s, an average
speed of 177.712kph! Everybody's
tactical approach fo the Spanish GP
ad to be revised literally overnight.
Suddenly everybody's opinion changed.
The track was no longer twisty but
tortuous, lacking in rhythm, ifs only
straight too short fo give the drivers a
chance for a breather. No longer just
narrow in parts, it had become narrow
everywhere, and excessively so. Track-
side security was at first considered 1o
be ample but suddenly gave cause for

oIToN/////
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Arnoux briefly held the lap record
before retiring with transmission
failare.

alarm, the bump on exit from the hairpin
took on the aspect of a door step.
“Everything could have been perfect
here,” pronounced Piquet, “if only they
had spent just a bit more money. As it
turns out, the circuitresembles a Spanish
motorway, really bumpy. It's a pify.”"

Prost was more precise. “The circuit is
not totally without interest but there
remain a number of serious faults fo
clear up and some spots are lacking in
security. There are some bends where
we will be approaching at something
like 230 or 2%% kph and there is just a
wall of concrete in front of us. Whilst
they could still have come up with a
twisty, technical circuit, | think the or-

With fresh tyres,
Mansell passes
Prost on the
inside before
tearing

away in

hot pursuit

of Senna.

Poeam— . W
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ganisers should have made more use of
the space available. | get the feeling
that Formula 1 has come fo Jerez a bit
too early...”

“Six months too early,” pitched in
Jacques Laffite. "It’s clear that they're
not yet fully ready for us. The place
reminds me of the new Nurburgring. If's
too easy. What | mean is that with the
same fyres, the same engine, efc,the
two drivers of any one team put in very
similar times. It is an indication that the
circuit is not sufficiently s ive. You
just have to get on with the job of
accelerating as early as possible and
braking as late as possible and that's
about all. There's no inferest in that.
Nevertheless, it's better here than at
Detroit or Monaco.

“I think it's o shame though that they
didn't ask the drivers for their advice.
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ourteen thousandths of a second and 95cm were all that separated Mansell and Senna in one of the closest finisl®S in the history of F1.

For FOCA to organise, sor rom
Grand Prix rﬂ:eg ina L
where the stands were
to be empty, it is possi
are becoming the deci
choice of venues for F1 races. Maybe we'll
know for sure one day but the sad truth is
at there can't have been more than
15,000 maximum, spectators at
Grand Prix to be
brand spanking new Jerez circuit where
most of the specially built stands were

the Sunday morning practi -
nini's race :nma to ug ur; ce r;‘n:o?n?gurha;if
ards when the differen-
failed at the start of the

A;él‘mrun light came on,

ng the other two. Roshe,
x followed whereas

but Laffite sneaked in
Benettons, There was
s Ligier and Fabi's car,
losing the left corner of

more serious clash
lap when Jones ral

part of the world
more or less bound
ible that TV rights

3
T

Despite a fairly strong prevaili
um:r lativel yc.:ml SR S

conditions were near ideal. |
the sky was blue. xrl:unglulnu?
however, were more concerned about
0, n 'dh. wuutl-g:r gs the w?'rm-
underway. Rosberg,
-hﬂdsh!mn si n:e:f:vvo:r-

occurred on the first
mmed Palmer's Zok-

an nquydlnfhﬂ: bo
ad made i
advantage h. 'iTu‘:‘l’:::n Sy

enault block on Arnoux's
er was changed shortl
race after the original had

rincipal opponents

ormed an orderl
that is, except for Rosberg

managed to get past Mansell at the end of
;',hemu!nllra? hf.Sanna, Piguet, Rosberg,
':'ou, Mansell, Arnoux, Laffite that was
the order as the race settled down into a
I'I‘PI‘U ti-coloured procession given the rare
chances for overtaking that the Spanish
circuit offers. Most d&vurs‘ minds must
g\re been on fuel economy, they'd see
? out the race later. Affer fon lo s, only
saur and a half seconds separated the
even pace.setters. The Ferraris of Johans-
spniand Albareto were driving together,
gightly adrift of the leading bunch whilst
e¢rger and Dumfries were already 2
s;con:lll behind Senng. :
nly, as many onlooke, nto
i n‘u!noul bu:ir!{:l of dnz?\%,ow: v\rl'f‘
oeutally awakened by an equally brutal
Jm ent on the far side of the circuit:
ohansson, brakeless, was unable to ne-
§nciate the hairpin and left the track.
liliﬂﬂﬁ in the incident, the Ferrari driver
collapsed on the ground as soon as he ha
gp_tibuf of the cockpit, but, after a short
visit to the circuit's medical centre, the
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at the end of the straight, at a point where
drivers are on line for the following right-
hander), Mansell got past Prost on the
inside on lap 19, a relatively daring
manoeuvre and arguably alittle excessive
for that stage of the proceedings, and
Alboreto calledin at his pits. Although the
race was still young, it looked as though
the Italian was about to change tyres but,
in fact, the Ferrari’s brakes were causin
Alboreto problems and he decided to cﬂﬂ
it a day.

30 Senna 45m 23.723s; Piquet 45m
25.959s; Mansell 45m 27.392s;
Rosberg 45m 28.836s; Prost 45m
LAPS 30.183s; Laffite 45m 37.011s;
Berger 46m 31.005s; Brundle 46m
35.313s; Dumfries 46m 41.159s;
Boutsen 29 laps; Surer 29 laps;
Fabi 29 laps; De Angelis 29 laps;

Tambay 27 laps.

On lap 24, René Arnoux, until then firmly
in control of sixth place, free-wheeledinto
the Ligier pits. The electronic management
was chaonged, the engine was quickly
checked and the French driver was able to
restart, before stopping for good on lg
30 with half-shaft failure, There were still
nosurprises out front as everyone seemed
to concentrate on the consumption figures
being dished out by the onboard compu-
ters, o theory apparently confirmed by
the unchanged %a s between the leading
drivers. After 2 ﬁ: s, Senna was still in
command, 1.39s in front of Piquet, 1.73s
ahead of Rosberg, 2.60s ahead of Mansell
whilst Prost was onIK 3.28s adrift of the
Lotus driver. Laffite, however, seemed to
be dropping back. Still sixth, the French-
man was now 13.41s behind Senna. Visibly-
in difficulty, his signals to the Ligier pits
ave no clue as to what his problem was.
Eehind him there was an enormous gop.
After the retirements of the two Ferraris
Berger was 7th, just over a minute behin
the Teading Lotus! Brundle, Dumfries and
Surer followed, the Swiss driver handi-
capped by a fuel leak in the cockpit.

40 Mansell 1 hour 00m 21.187s;
Senna 1 hour 00m 22.704s; Prost
1 hour 00m 28.696s; Rosberg 1
LAPS hour 00m 33.360s; Laffite 1 hour
01m 17.665s; Berger 1 hour 01m
50.153s; Brundle 32 laps; Dumfries
39 laps; Fabi 39 lops; Boutsen 38

laps; Tambay 36 laps.

The leading pack seemed to be asdrowsy

Swede was soon back spectating... We
es again. Senna, 0.87s
64s ahead of Rosberg,
of Prost, 2.93s ahead
Mansell, 3.61s ahead of Arnoux and 5.21s
ahead of Ligier. What else is there to say?

Senna 30m 25.089s; Piquet 30m
26.7495; Rosberg 30m 27.963s;
Mansell 30m 28.308s; Prost 30m
28.879s; Arnoux 30m 996

Laffite 30m 36.641s; Alboreto 30m

i ; Brundle
Dumfries 30;’" 15.536s, "6 Al
Surer 31m 25.373s; Streiff 31m

28.967s; Fabi 31m 32.976:
Angelis 19 laps; Tambay 18

Senna narrowly missed De Angelis as the

leaving his pits (the pit-lane joins the circuit

asus but, unconsciously at first, we steadilz
became aware that those in Senna’s was
were becoming a little |m?qnent and
pressure_seemed to be building up as
some drivers began to get bored with
following the pace of the Lotus. Mansell

was first 1o give way to the desire to get |

things moving and the British driver made
asuccessful assault on Rosherg. Once past
the Finn, the British driver closed in on his
Williams team-mate, Enssmg P:ﬂuet on
lap 33. Prost overtook his fellow Mclaren
driver on the same lap, outbroking Ros-
berg at the end of the start/finish straight,
the only really safe place to get past. Two
tasty duels were in the making as Mansell
sped off in pursuit of Senna whilst Prost
cﬁ:sed inon Fiquei. At last, the Spanish GP
was turning out to be a real race. Mansell
only took ?‘lva laps to get in front of a
Senna lost in deep thought as he tried to
work out how his fuel consumption was

oing. The show-down between Prost and

iquet did not come about however as the
Brazilian’s Honda engine began to chew
up its pistons before retiring in a cloud of

smoke. In the space of the 40th lap, the
entire ruﬂern of the race had changed.
Mansell was pulling“c’lwcly and Prost was
catching Senna. The Williamsdriver'slead-
over the Brazilian progressed from 1.15s
after 40 compleiecfla s to 3.93s after 42
laps, to 4.05s after 44 laps and to 4.46s
after 48 laps.

so Mansell 1 hour 15m 14.971s;
Senna 1 hour 15m 17.846s; Prost

1 hour 15m 20.837s; Rosberg 1
LAPS hour 16m 10.092s; Dumfries 49
laps; Berger 49 laps; Fabi 49 laps;

Boutsen 47 laps; Tambay 45 laps.

Suddenly the Williams began to lose time.
The gap dropped to 3.94s, then to 2.87s
and was at 1.23s at the end of lap 52.
Mansell was prey for Senna. What were
the reasons for this sudden change-around
in the situation? Had the Renault engine
unearthed some extra horsepower that
had been hiding in a corner or had Senna
increased turbo-boost as a result of Prost's
pressure? In fact Mansell was beginning
to suffer with his tyres. The Lotus driver
made a first attempt at passing the ailing
British driver but was handicapped ds
they came across o number of slower
competitors, includinﬁ Rosberg who was
still 4th but now in the process of being
lapped.

60 Mansell 1 hour 30m 24.655s;
Senna 1 hour 30m 25.032s; Prost

1 hour 30m 26.196s; Rosberg 59

LAPS laps; Fabi 59 laps; Berger 59 laps;
Boutsen 57 laps; Tambay 55 laps.

On lap 59, Senna_gave it everything he
had, including trying to poss Mansell on
the outside ot the right-hander after the
its! Perhaps he was a little wary that the
Eritishdriyer might be out for revenge for
Rio if he tried to pass on the inside. His first
attempt having failed, he tuckedin behind
the Williams rear wing ond waited for
another opportunity. Mansell’s problems
were visibly worsening and, on lap 62,
Senna began to get very impatient, espe-
cially since Prost was sitting menacingly
on the Lotus’s tail. Senna sneaked past
Mansell on the inside, the British driver
resisted and blocked the Lotus. It was Rio
all over again, with the roles chunPed.
Mansell, however, knew that he wouldn’t
be able to resist for much longer and,
without reducing speed, let Sennathrough
and headed directly for the pits to fit fresh
tyres. The Lotus was not only in the lead
but was even pulling away from Prost
who was beginning to wonder if he was
goin to have enough fuel to finish. In-
eed, he offered only limited resistance
when Mansell, now with four new tyres,
pushed to get past four laps from the en
of the race betore closing on Senna like
racket. His fantasti - culmi d
in a last ditch attempt to overtake the
Brazilian driver as both cars headed for
the finish line. The tension was tremendous
but the circuit turned out to be 10 yards
too short for Mansell who, although able
to draw aolongside Senna's Lotus, was
pipped by just T4 thousandths of a second.

10 Senna 1 hour 45m 44.839s; Man-
sell 1 hour 45m 50.193s; Prost 1
hour 45m 57.254s; Rosberg 69

LAPS laps; Fabi 69 laps; Berger 69 laps;
Boutsen 66 laps; Tambay 64 laps.

| wouldn't mind betting that the dwindlin
interest of many F1 fans i
by the fantastic ﬁnimmrg':ﬁgesﬁ':iﬂ"g:g
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It's going fo be hell trying to overtake
and it's inadmissible to have bumps on
a brand new surface. Incredible. ?
are some points where the track is lined
by a ditch with neither rails nor a wall to
retain you. There's just this ditch where
any driver unfortunate enough to lose
control of his car would risk being crush-
ed if he rolled. Just now, | noticed that
the foot of some scaffolding was only
protected by five skinny tyres piled on
top of each other. No, it's not right
coming to a circuit which is still in the
process of being built."

The running of the meeting came in for
some criticism too. Nothing serious, but
regretful nevertheless. Thursday's un-
timed practice was interrupted for half
an hour not leng after ithad started and
a further hour towards the end to allow
cranes to go and recuperate cars strand-
ed out on the circuit. There was a delay
of over an hour and a half on the Friday
morning when marshalls were denied
access because they didn't have the
right Eqsse; Finally, the stadium has
been built a long way from the nearest
important centre of population and one
wonders why so many magnificent
stands had been erected. Possiglymere
would be more spectators for the race.
Quite a contrast after Jacarepagual

THE HUNDREDTH POLE
FOR LOTUS

Getting on to the more traditional sub-
ject of qualifications, nothing much
seemed to have changed. As usual,
Senna was fastestand, asis becoming a
habit now, his fastest time was obtained
during the final minutes of timed prac-

tice:

Strapped into the black and gold Lotus,
Senna exchanged a last few words with
Ducarouge, dropped his visor and sped

S __H

here.

® Teddy Mayer has decided to put his
Lc!ulHuﬁ-f chgssis up for sale, Once the
Beatrice team takes possession of the
new Ford turbo engine, he will no longer
have any use for them but the u_skmgrnce
is, as yet, unknown. There are likely to be
two potential buyers: An Italion team
(Jolly Club?) and the consortium of Aus-
tralian business men which has given up
the idea of taking over RAM's material to
ive Thackwell a Formula 1 drive.
% Talking of Jolly Club, if they ever do
take possession of the Lola cars, that will
leave French constructor, AGS, in a bit of
redicament. Their F1 project is at an
advanced stage, the first carbon shells are
shortly due to be produced and Henri
Julien has also invested in a large number
of ex-Renault Sport spares. )
® There will be o second Zakspeed in the
World Championship as from Imola, driven
by Dutch driver, Huub Rothengarter.

off out onto the circuit with his first set of
qualifying tyres. Very soon he was back.
The suspension settings needed revising
but, with very little time availble, the
mechanics pointed out that nothing
could be done. A lap later, Senna was
back again. The rear tyres were changed
and Senna left the pits for the third fime.
The time was announced; Tm 21.605sl!
And in the nick of time,too. A minute
later, the chequered flag was brought
out to mark the end of qualifying. There
was nothinﬁ his rivals could do about it.
This time, though, the Brazilian driver's
winning time just as the bell went was
not the result of cool cunning but some-
thing which was forced upon him. Fol-
lowing a problem with the oil filter, his
engine needed to be changed and the
operation tock up all of the interval
between untimed and tfimed practice
and much of timed practice itself. As
they worked on the engine, the mecha-
nics could not get on with the job of
setting up the suspension properly. When
Senna eventually got back out onto the

G R A N_D

PR X
TELEX FROM JEREZ

Tyrrell driver, Martin Brundle violeny|
;ﬁylhe track during the Saturday aftar.
noon's timed practice at the wheel of thq
latest 015. TF|’1e Br:msh driver crasheg
against the rails which surrounded the Ejf
motorhome, causing @ scare or twg
amongst the guests of the French petrq]
giant. ‘When?sfur!ed to feel the car go,n
admitted Brundle, “I thought | was jyg
going to spin, but | went onto the grass
and there was nothing | could do 1o
prevent the Tyrrell going into the rails. Jy
was entirely my fault. | was surprised b,
the incredible power of the new Renauﬂ
engine in qualification spec which 1 was
using for the first time. Compared with the
old version, nearly 300 extra horsepower
are available!” The British driver's surprise
is understandable but the incident meant
that the 015, its front suspension torn
away, would have to wait another dayto
make its race debut.

circuit, it was an impressive sight to see
the shower of sparks thrown up by the
Lotus as the car bottomed mare or less
permanently. Unaware, orunconcerned,
of the firework display he was creating,
Ayrton kept his foot down. “It wasn't
easy sefting a fast time in those circum-
stances," he admitted. “my Lofus was
bottoming everywhere and, in the faster
curves, she was a handful to control, It
was the best | could manage though
with the chassis set up like that and with
the traffic there was. In ideal conditions |
think | could take a second off my time. "'
We were along way from the computer's
initial predictions.

It was the hundredth pole-position in
the history of the British-based Lotus

Both Ferraris were forced to
retire as a result of brake
problems. Alboreto made it back
to his pits but Johansson was
slightly hurt when he span off on a
hairpin.

S

team, the ninth of Senna’s career and his
third in succession. The principal reasons
for this particular stunning time wou
appear to be the excellent health of the
latest Renault DP engine in qualification
specification, the undoubted talents of
the young Brazilian star, a wise com-
bination of different grades of rubber
and the luck of having a clear run. His
plan was to take things gently on soft
tyres fortwo lapsin order fo get 1helmlup
to working temperature before fitting
hard racing rubber to the rear for his
ole-position winning lap. The ruse had
een kept secret to avoid anybody else
‘?fing the same frick| Berger was fastest
of the Pirelli shod cars whereas the
Brabhams continued the development
ofthe BT55. The turbos of the spluttering
BMW blocks were changed every now
and again but neither that nor the
modification of the engine management
settings seemed to do any good. The
Ligiers were suffering from_incessant
problems with their Renault DP qualify-
ing engines which started when Armoux's
car dropped a valve as it was starte
and continued as nobody succeeded in
etting the spare car started at all.
the Frenchman could do was patiently
awaitthe return of his team-mate
who was busy putting up a mederate

H G _RuA N D

8th fastest time. As soon as he arrived
back at his pits, Arnoux jumped into the
car and used up his two sets of qualiesin
one go. With the first set he managed
6th fastest but his second set was
wasted when poor De Angelis got in his
way. Main debate within the Ligier camp
inSpain was which driver was to get the
solitary race-spec DP engine available
to the French team. Guy Lu_:yer was
spared the difficult situation of having
to chose one driver when Arnoux respect-
fully stepped aside and offered the
engine to his team-mate on the grounds
that Loffite had been with the team
longer. Ligier was prepared to let the
drivers toss for it if they couldn't come fo
an agreement and at one stage even
said that he would keep it under wrap-
pings until the second engine was
available. ' !

As mentionned earlier, one of the major
preoccupations of most feams was fuel
consumption given that the circuit was
indeed much faster than expected,
“Even on the basis of the organisers
predictions we were concerned aboul
fuel economy,” admitted Ducarouge.
“In the light of the times that have been
put in during practice, we are now
extremely worried.” In such circum-
stances, the advantages of having a

free-revving engine like the Renault DP,
which can rev to 13,000 rpm, are can-
celled out unless, as Renault's Bernard
Dudot pointed out, the driver is parti-
cularly vigilant in the sorts of engine
speecrs he runs at. In the light of Dudot's
remark, maybe Arnoux's gesture was
less altruistic than it first appeared.

The McLarens' seemed to be more at
ease back in Europe and 4th and 5th
places on the grid for Prost and Rosberg
respectively were of immense encour-
agement to the reigning World Cham-
pion. “As at Monaco, it is going fo be
very difficult to overtake here," he
predicted. “As a result, what happens
atthe start is going to be very important
but | also think that the final result is far
less certain than was possibly the case in
Brazil. In my opinion, Jerez is a circuit
which requires the all-round qualities of,
why not, the Mclaren. The balance of
my car is perfect, even with a full reser-
voir and | should be able to complete
the race on one set of tyres. The race is
going to be a hardfought affair between
the McLarens, the Williams and Ayrton’s
Lotus but another impertant factor will
ba‘ fhysicaf fitness. The strain is going to
tell.”
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Nigel Mansell / Ayrton Senna DPPI

FROM 10cm AT THE START, THE GAP BETWEEN AYRTON AND NIGEL WAS 95cm AT THE END. IN REALITY, WORLDS APART




'S\\e\\

arlhorg

Algin Prost (McLaren) DPPI

TYRES AFTER 60 LAPS
PROST COULD WELL HAYE WON IF ONLY. HEBEB B 1 o ey THILBE ELUBINEENTION TO CHANGE
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First bend (Spanish GP 1986) DPPI

| ITING GAME HAD BEGUN
PIQUET AND MANSELL COULD DO NOTHING To sTOp senna PU L AWAY AT THE START. THE WA
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IN FOCUS

GABRIELE CADRINGHER

THE SHERIFF

OF
FISA CITY

OR TOO MANY YEARS THE MODEST TOWNSHIP OF FISA
CITYHADBEENRUNINTHE TRUE STYLE OF ATRADITIONAL
WESTERN COMMUNITY WHERE THE LAW WAS IN THE HANDS OF THE
FASTEST GUNMEN. WHAT FISA CITY NEEDED WAS A NO—NONSENSE,
HARD HANDED SHERIFF. THE AUTHORITIES CALLED IN GABRIELE

CADRINGHER.

The plot of this Western tale is classical
stuff: Every fifteen days or so, the muni-
cipality ot Fisa City organised a very
special type of entertainment, a rowdy
competition to which the inhabitants of
a neighbouring township, Foca-Daisy
Town, were cordially invited. The rules
were clear, but one or two participants
from Focu-DmsK Town had a nasty habit
of interpreting themto their own advant-
age and examples of cheating were not
unheard of during the festivities.
One of the games consisted of getting
drunk as fast as possible on a particular-
ly rasping old whisky which came in 20
allon ook casks and which was donated
y various local suppliers. Alcohol con-
tent was supposed to be strictly identical
inall cases ﬂu' some turned up with their
own adulterated brews, Naturally, these
spoil-sports needed to drink less of their
personal fire-water to get drunk quicker
than the rest and it was usually they that
were declared the winners. Another
game fo be tarnished by the dishonest
approach of the minority was the stage-
coach races where wagons often didn't
comply with the pre-defined rules.
Eventually the inhabitants of Fisa Citz
began to tire of being beaten by suc
underhand tactics and some even began
to think out devious plans to avoid
being ridiculed by their unscrupulous
neigﬁbours‘ The mayor of Fisa City,

by Bob Harrap

Jean-Marie Balestre, tried in vain to
calm down his voters by tracking down
the culprits. But instead of approaching
the problem diplomatically, he went in
guns drawn preferring the bullet to the
more nonbelligerent solution of negocia-
tion. To take one man prisoner, JMB
didn't stop short of slaying three or four
others. The effect of his crusade, how-
ever, was negligible. What was needed
was a mercenary, arelentless but meth-
odical bounty hunter, someone unknown
in the county.

“IT'S A SHAME THAT NON-
TURBOS NO LONGER HAVE
THEIR PLACE INF1”

Balestre chanced upon just the man
whilst visiting a shoot out in a nearby
state. He was impressed by the nerve of
one of the officials who had no qualms
whatsoever in excluding one of the
leading stars who had failed to respect
the rule book. A simple handshake and
a round of drinks in the local saloon
later, the mayor of Fisa City had at last
found a sheriff worthy of the name, o
man named Gabriele Cadringher.
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“|HAD A GREAT DEAL OF

DIFFICULTY GETTING
MYSELF ACCEPTED BY THE
TEAMS AT FIRST”

66

Cadringher arrived at dawn, the new
day nothing more than a faint red glow
in the sky over the rocky mountains.
Unshaven, weary and covered in dust,
his Ray Bans perched on his forehead,
our hero was unarmed which only serve
to reinforce animpression of cool-head-
ed, natural strength. A curious little
yellow book replaced the usual Wu‘mhes-
ter on his saddle and, on the trail that
led to Fisa City, our man could be heard
reciting psalms from this modern day
ible.

After endeavouring for four years to get
an interview with him, the sheriff has
finally consented to talk to GPI.

“"Being a car fanatic, | used to go along
to all the races. | was marshall before
becoming scrutineer at Turin and [ even-
tually graduated to national scrutineer
with the Italian Federation which meant
a lot of travel within Italy. In 1981, they
asked me to go to Greece as scrutineer
for the Acropolis Rally where | rejected
the works Audi Quatiros for illegal air
intakes which had been disguised to
look like headlights. By chance, Jean-
Marie Balestre was around and he asked
to make my acquaintance. A few weeks
later he asked me to go to England to
take a look at the latest Lotus 88B and
its double chassis, before | was invited to
go fo the French GP as scrutineer. At the
end of that same year, | was offered the
job of Technical Manager with FISA. |
accepted. It was to be a completely new
way of life for me as well as for the
Federation.™

— Why did Thez elect to adopt a system
with just one federal engineer? What
was wrong with the old system?

“It was completely out of date. Before |
started, it wasn't the Technical Commis-
sion that inspected cars at each GP but
the nafionaf;cruﬁneers of each organis-
ing country. The problem was that they
only saw the F1 cars once a year, did not
necessarily know the cars very well and,
consequently, their opinions and judge-
ments differed from country to country.
A number of conflicts arose because of
that.”

— | presume not everybody was happy
when you arrived on the scene?
“You're right. | had a great deal of
difficulty getting myself accepted by the
teams at first but the situation very
quickly improved. Today we understand
each other perfectly. We have a mutual
confidence in each other which makes
our working relationship perfect.”

— What sort of problems did you have?
"Certain parties didn't like me because |
am from Italy, especially the English
who thought | was going to be biased
against them. The Italians, on the other
hand, were very pleased with the choice.
Perhaps they believed | was going to
favour them."

— Is your aeronautic background useful
o you?

“Very much so. Some of the research |
have to undertake is common to both
activities, composite materials and
strength caleulations for example, al-
though the techniques used in F1 l;ave
often been employed in aviation for
some years.

— What were the most difficult problems
you had to deal with?

1982 was a very difficult year. There
were the accidents of Villeneuve, Paletti
and Pironi, there was a very tense at-
mosphere caused by the arrival of turbo
engines and there was also the problem
of water cooled brakes, 1984 was not
easy either, what with the Tyrrell affair
and allthose court cases. These were all
problems which needed to be handled
with diplomacy and self-assurance, even
ifsome of the more serious problems left
us in direct conflict with certain teams.
— What, to your mind, leads a team 1o
:}heqt? Is it a question of misinterpreta-
tion of the rule book or a desire to get
Ozgs?ver on the governing body per:

Everybody tries their best ta exploit the
regulations to their advantage, in
and elsewhere. The initial fauﬁt‘fef with
the FISA who laid down very precise
technical regulations without making ifs

power felt. FISA must make sure that its
oufhon'ry and competence are respect-
ed. At the beginning, certain people
found it difficult to accept that motor-
sport should have real bosses.""
— There was the Lotus double chassis,
water-cooled brakes, temporary bal-
last... It must be difficult for you to deal
with things like that.
“You're not kidding. The worse one to
solve was indeed the twenty litre reser-
voirwhich was supposedly fitted to carry
water for cooling the brake discs. Those
twenty litres, ie twenty kilos, were empti-
ed out onto the track on the first lap. It
was a very clever idea. Last year there
were the brake scoops which were, in
reality, mobile aerodynamic devices,
there was Ferrari's double wing, the
adjustable flap on the Brabham's inter-
coolers on the Austrian GP... We 've got
to be prepared for everything, the ima-
ination of the engineers is without

imits. Having said that, | must say that

the best ruse these last years was the
double chassis on the Lotus 88. In a way
it’s @ shame that the regulations didn’t
allow it... However, in general, the best
ideas are often the simplest."

— Have you ever been tempted to de-
sign your own F1 car? )
“That's a difficult one to answer. | think
1'd buy a Lotus chassis, a Honda engine
and Michelin tyres. | know that Michelin
have pulled out but, to my mind, they
are still superior. | would take on two of
the best drivers and would be prepared
to accept the presence of a sponsor,
someone like Marlboro for example."”
— Which two drivers?

“Prost and Piquet.”

— Alboreto?

. lauda."

— Senna?

“"He's still a bityoung and impetuous. If1
had enough money, | would take on
Rosberg for qualifying.” !

— Do you think that a good driver

Brandle was second in the 1984
Detroit GP but FISA had been
suspicious that something was not
quite right with the Tyrrell 012
for a while. At the end of the race,
5 les of the ¢ ts of two
small reservoirs, officially for
water, were taken....

67



“THE JAPANESE AT LAST
SEEMTOHAVE
UNDERSTOOD HOWTO
EXPLOIT CERAMICS"
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makes a good team?

“Ne. It's obviously important to have a
good driver but that's not everything.
Nowadays, winning is the result of o
team effort not the talents of just one
man, however gifted he may be."

— What makes you plump for the Honda

er}ginea

"The way the Honda engine has come
fo the fore has been quite astonishing. It
is very, very powerful and not too thirsty
thanks to the use of electronics and new
materials. The Japanese at last seem to
have understood fow to exploit ceramics
which remain a mystery to many others, "
— Who would design your F1 car2
"'Certainly Gordon Murray, if only for
his creative flair but Ducarouge, Head
or Barnard would do me nicely. They
are people you could depend on to be
sure of _geﬁr'ng results in the shortest
po;sible time.’

— Some enagineers are simply hq

just to copy the ideas of of}?\:rs. 1’?1?;
doesn’t sound like a bad move.

"As long as they understand what they
are copying. Remember Concordiski,
— Getting back to reality, one gets the
impression that engine technology is
progressing by leaps and bounds wKiIsf
chassis design is stagnating. Why do
you think that is2

“Idon’t really know. Hirmly believe that
there remains much that can be improv-
ed on today's chassis especially con-
cerning the aerodynamics. Carhon fibre
could be used for other elements than
the shell and brake discs. But you're
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right, it is engine technology that is
evolving the fastest. We've got fo a
point now where we can get 600 bhp
per litre with fuel consumption not a
great deal higherthan in the days of the
normally aspirated Cosworth. It really is
quite extraordinary.”
— Do you notthink that it's a dangerous
state of affairs where people are talking
about double turbos and power output
in the region of 1,000 bhp per litre!
"It's true that a lot of work is being
devoted to the development of dﬂl‘lb'e
turbos, incidentally another technigue
already used in aviation. | think that
most people believe that the gain I
Power is not worth the weight increasé
that goes hand in hand with the system:
the engine block would have to
igger, it would be necessary fo
more, and bigger, radiators and inter-
coolers, pipes would have to be longer--
| wonder if it's worth it. It's the sort ©
thing you can only check out on g
circuit not in the drawing office. | m”‘”
say that | am disappointed that @
today’s engines are turbos. It's a shamé
at the non-turbos no longer have @
place in F1."
— But wasn't it FISA's regualtions that
spelt the end of the 3 litre non-turbo? A
“Yes. But everybody was in agreem:e”d
that the use of turbos be favour &
rather than normally aspirated engine

i ing the 1981 Acropolis.
isqualified the works Audi O-a_ ﬂm_d-l_'llg 1
m‘d'mdhgim-ut‘:.:: :- effort to improve engine cooling in the Greek heat.
fwo

Cadringher made a name for
G:srman team had taken out
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“FISA MUST ENSURE THAT
ITS AUTHORITY AND
COMPETENCE ARE
RESPECTED”
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on the grounds that ever
be forced to adopt them soonerorlater,
It is difficult to see how the COSV{GI:',‘;
c_ould have survived despite the progress
it has made, It is also easier to dr:s-‘g.v;.n
1,500 cc turbo-charged engine than a
narmally aspirated 3 Jitre and you should
realise that the capacity of o turbo js in
@ way, variable since you only have to
adjust boost o increase or lower powe,
output, But Eormufa lisa cos-c apu:'u!’
We have tried to make things more
equal in Group A, B and C InFl, we
were forced to make o choice so th Ll
engineers could quietly and conﬁdenﬁ
get on with their work in the knowled 4
that the regulations weren't gojn, g'o
change farsomeyears. We also wa}?r ;
to encourage newcomers so it was v'? |
that we fix long-term rules in ordor' rq
make the huge evelopment | ’
ments worthwhile," ol

— s that why you have dropped the

ybody would

project to bl‘ing capacity down from
1,500 cc to 1,200 cc?

"Exactly. It would have cost far 100
much money,"

It was a decision that didn't seem 10
!:‘L,lll:errurl... e

now but they finally fell in lin
Parhaps they ran Fnym tech:ical problems
with their 1,200 cc engine."

It is nevertheless certain that the ad-
vent of the turbo had a radical effecto”
the shape of F1. How do you see fhe
future?

1t's "r;passibfe to say, We could fix @
limit of 1,000 bhp per litre but where
Would that leave us# It would mean 1h®
cars would have to deal with 1,500 .
and | don't see how any of today's ;af’
could do that, It is worth noting thal "'J
the past, the cars that have domfﬂa’zd
€ scene have pot always been !
Zm" Powerful, it is more essenti@
ave a well balanced car."

— IsFISA conscious of the fact that it has
been ridiculed by the introduction of
fuel consumption limits? Do you not
think that it goes against the very defini-
‘.l‘On of Formula 12
at else can you limit if you want to
curb power? Fuel feed? We thought of
that but it is a very difficult thing to
Impose. The teams don't want to know
about it because if would mean using o
Part supplied by FISA. They want fo be
% responsible for their cars and
would not want to lose a World title
ecause of a component that they had
o confrol aver. Anyway, we have been
w"""’? for the floaw-meter from Cos-
warth for two years now?"'
= Since you have dropped the plan to
limit engine capacity, what other pos-
f!b:hfies are there?
Research undertaken by Moteur Mo-
erne has led to some interesting ideas,
especially the idea of limiting air supply

to the turbos which has worked well in
F3. We are looking at that very closely
and itis very likely that we will introduce
it for the new Group § cars in Rallying
before adopting it for F1."
— When do you think that will be?
“In compliance with 'hEpfOCEdU(E‘SHJ‘Ofd
down by the Concord Agreement.
— How have the teams reacted to the
idea?
“As soon as you want o change any-
thing theyre automaticall against but
the unhappy thing now is that it's not the
teams themselves that are concerned
but the engine manufacturers. They are
more worried about the commercial
and industrial aspect of their activities
rather than the sporting side. Nowadays
it's not Williams that speaks out but
a.
ﬂo}:’;‘i overning bcdr seems fo be
proud of the arrival of al these industrial
giants but isn't it they who are respon-

Imposing fuel restrictions in an
attempt to halt escalating power
output in F1 was one of the FISA
engineer’s major tasks over
recent years.

WHO IS GABRIELE
CADRINGHER

Cadringher wasbornin Varese, near Milan
in the Rlor!h of Italy, in 1950 and comes
from a family with a strong aviation back-
ground. His uncle took part in the Schnei-
Jer Cup in 1929 at the controls of a
hyrdop@mo, crossed the Atlantic with ltalo
Balbo and spent the last war in the cockpit
ofatarpedo-plane. Grandfather had been
in the airforce and father too was a pilot,
so it was only notural that young Gabriele
should look towards the sky when the
time came to choose a career. “/ wanted
to fly planes but | am short-sighted so |
opted for a career in aeronauticol en-
ineering.” In addition to their love of
ying, his parents were both car enthus-
iasts with a particular interest in motor-
sport. As a little boy, the future FISA
engineer was ragulnrl’y token along to
watch Italy's major sporting events; the
Targo Florio, the Syracuse Grand Prix, the
Mille Miglia, ete.
Cadringher studied engineering at Turin
Polytec niculColl-iabefnrcspondinghis
military service with the Italian airforce
conducting a survey into the reasons be-
hind a spate of serious accidentsinvolving
the American Starfighter planes. “After-
wards | started working with Aeritalia
where | stayed five years and worked on
projects like the Tornade, a military plane
designed in conjunction with Messer-
schmitt and British Aerospace for NATO.,"
At the same time, his Eullion for motor-
sport had grown, He had become scrut-
ineer with the Italian governing bod
and, as such, was sent out to the Acropolis
Rally in Greece in 1981. He made a name
for himself when he disqualified the mighty
Audi Quattros forillegal headlights. Jean-
Marie Balestre was curious to meet the
person who had dared do such a thing
and offered him a job with FISA in the
weeks that followc:l.
For the record, Cadringher is not Italian
but Hungarian.
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“THE TEAMS WANT TO

BE 100% RESPONSIBLE FOR

THE COMPONENTS USED
ON THEIR CARS"
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; - =
sible for the escaloting costs involved i

2
E;aon 't think so. They have bmugh""’c’g"
them o new technological approaci
more money and lots of pubhc;ry.’ o
— But don't the disadvantages © i E
resence outweigh the advantages. 5
Eow much have budgethcredused since
5 voivea? .
Renault first be:;;!he ;i:‘eommpehﬂb" s
lot of money but it is true
! on the scene of major
ufacturers has had an
adverse effec, financially as well os on
the sport's basic philosophy. Companies
jike Renault, Honda and BMW became
involved simply to promote fherrp!lodudsr‘
They were prepared to put in vas
amounts of money fo win but there is
always the danger that they pull out
without warning, as Renault did. Unlike
a small team, a major manufacturer
does not need F1 to survive and it only
needs an accountant to say enough Is
enouah and they can furn round and
pack their bags. In Honda's case, the
consequences would not be too dram-
atic. It Renault decided fo drop their
engine development activities, howeve?’
six cars would be instantly engine-less.
— Soyou think thereis a dangerin their
presence?
“What can you do about it? Ban turbo-
engines? It's too late. They created a lot
of problems ot first but | think that we
now have that aspect in hand, even if it
is just a case of preserving the precarious
balance which Formula 1 is in at the
moment. l only mention technical restric-
tions because, unfortunately, it isimpos-
sible to control financial input. Can you
imagine asking a constructor intent on
winning the championship to limit his
budget fo X million dollars? When Ford,
and then Renault decided to put every-
thing into winning Le Mans it worked for
them. Renault tried to repeat the featin
Formula 1. They were less fortunate but
itgave others the idea to try themselves.
Since it is impossible to limit abstract
elements like budgets, we are obliged
fo concentrate onthings like petrol, tyre
l‘;/rfdtﬁs, wing surface areas, flat bottoms,
e

that the arrival
autormobile manl

= You sound g little pessimistic,

Yes and no. Formula 1 costs more and
more money, feams come ond go, suf-
focated by the system that !hef ?A;::-
selves are responsible for, There is a
further danger. What is going to happen
the day that TV companies refuse to
fransmit pictures which include cigaretio
advertising? If Marlboro announced het
they were pulling out, FT would collg, se
in dzrrs. T a;}k Ll.rﬂy F3000 seems mpbe
working well. Last year's ?
Cape{/f tells me fharie did I‘;’;?::;m
ona limited budget and only rebuilt his
engine once. Formula 3000 could, ey,
rua'..;ly, take the place of F1.%
— W WO i
= :s : would youdefine the ideq| regul-
“They don't exist. Regulati
aresultof a numbero mﬂﬁ,ﬁﬂf i
al progress, public opinion, the sofy ﬁ:’c'
adopted by engineers, etc. Perhaps #‘: :
best compromise at the mome| o
Endurance Racing." %

—Endurance seems to be the black
sheep of the FISA family.

Itis a form of motorsport which has [s!
much of its former favour with the public
People often talk of the hey-day ©
Endurance Racing, or more precisely: Dk
the Le Mans 24 Hours. But if you foo
back at what is commonly considered @
being the golden era of Le Mans; th®
races were often nothing more then °
fight between just two manufacture!®

ord Ferrari, Ferrari v Parsche, POrsel
vMatra, etc. At the fime there were o"
e‘gh' GPs a season and those that #e'
after a bjt of publicity chose Le Mﬂ'"d
where all the top drivers took part o
za? F1. Slowly but surel, , the situatl®”

aschanged fo g point where Eﬂdu"""?:
asnearly been squeezed out. Form”

One now has most of the top drivers,
has enjoyed much more active technical
research, has attracted more press and
publicity for itself and, as a result, nearly
monopolises budgets. With no stars like
Senna, Prost or Rosberg to boast of,
Endurance has got fo rebuild its reputa-
tion by producing a new generation of
drivers and cars. It won't be easy and it
won't be overnight but they re off to @
good start. "

—Here again, though, the fuel con-
Sumption Emits have had an adverse
eftect on the sport.

Not atall. it's just that neither the press
nor the public really understand the
regulations. The teams haven 't exploit
them correctly either... except for
Porsche. "

— Thanks to the money they've got...
“Ne doubt." )

— Another thing which FISA appear to
be slow in acting upon is security in
Endurance racing. Why is it that drivers
can kil themselves in Endurunce but not

inF12 A ’
“That's not true. The serious accidents
which occurred in Endurance in 1985
can only be put down to fate.”"

— Really? Hadn't the Mosport circuit,
where Winkelhock lost his life, _besn
banned by FISA's Security Committee?
“Yes. The race took place because all
the constructors wanted fo have one
race in North America.”

— So who's relsponsibh then?

“It's not my place to say.

—It's ulso)t;ﬁil frightening to see 1,000

Colin Chapman’s Lotus 88 was

refused by scrutineers for the first
time at the Long Beach GP in 1981

because of its double shell...

7



“CAN YOU IMAGINE ASKING
ACONSTRUCTOR INTENT
ON WINNING THE
CHAMPIONSHIP TO LIMIT
HIS BUDGET TO X MILLION
DOLLARS"
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bhp cars built around aluminium bath-
tubs!

"A Group C car is as powerful as a
Formula 1 car, just as quick and a few
kilos heavier. Consequently they must
absorb more energy in the event of
shunt. The problem is unfortunately dif-
ficult to solve. It would be impossible for
some small teams, who only produce
one version of their car, to submit the
result of theirlabours to a crash test! We
have got to get round the problem by
other means. A solution wﬁ:’ch we are

deffn¢ pParameters which will

eventually be imposed on the smaller
teams."
— Once again, the notion of money is
involved,

“Of course. As soon as F1 crash tests
proved that carbon fibre was the safest
construction material around, every-
body adopted it. Even Osella. The smal-
ler Endurance teams could never afford

that. As a result, Porsche, who are Dl_l;l F:
sell their cars at the most camPe"_};I’e
price, design the simplest car possibie,
in aluminium."
— One final question: What ﬂSpEC'hgz
motorsport does Gabriele Cadring
refer? .
F'::n‘?c:ﬂies! Purely because a rally ﬁ,rtve;
has to be an all-rounder, capable o
driving flat out for 48 hours in the rgrz,'
on the dry, in the snow, on ice, by nig i
or by day, sometimes even on cpef
roads. It is the most complete form ol

s to be able toimpro-
n?moar;pdofg Zeahcirfam artistic flair that
;rs:?;cuif driverdoesn't necessarily qefez;
It needs something extra vspe}\:}:a P
drive a rally car on somerh:fng ’neable
Monte Corf(;, a fantastic, un orged .
sight. | know that a Grand Prix drive
hgs to be much more precise, the drlvw;rg
effort is more infense, E;;ufF;; 'shg,::,::

i tatime. In F1, A
sg‘fxﬂd%erf;zz:'afo have to have a real
ability fo concentrate. -

. A modified version, bapn’s?d
ésg, was entered for the British
GP at Silverstone six months later
but was again refused the start.
For Cadringher, it was a shame
that the rules didn't allow the
revolutionarv Lotus.
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THREE IN A ROW

For the third time running, a Toyota Celica
win Cam Turbo has won the Safari Rally.
And it would so neorly have been a one-
two-three for the Jopanese manufacturer
had Weber not succumbed to rear axle
problems at the very end of the event,
allowing Markku Alen and the Lancia 037
throughinto third place. With two wins on
the Ivory Coast and three in Kenya to its
credit, the Toyota Celica has yet to be
en in Africa,
And once oﬂuin Toyota Team Europe
called upon the services of up and comin
youngsters to complete a team whic
i lesone world’s most experienc-
ed drivers in its ranks, Bjorn Waldegaard.
“Torph's drive here this year was as cap-
able as Kankkt 's twelve ths ago
except that this year | won,” announced
Wal _e%cmrd after winning the African
classic for the third time, equaling Jo-
ﬂ'“d'r- Singh's record. Only Mehta, with
ve wins, has done better. Having witnes-
the Swedish driver's morale at the
Nairobi finish, Mehta's record definitely
rs to be in danger.
\ nwt?curd started the event as favour-
ite andlooked set on pulling out a substan-
tial lead from the outset, a tactic which
relied heavily on the now legendary reli-
ability of the Celica. It was a plan which
worked out perfectly, uhhougn Bjorn can
count himself lucky d\uf, when he lost a
el complete with wheel shaft during
the final leg, the Toyota service crew was
only a kilometre away ond repairs were
carried out with a minimum loss of time.
But then, don’t you need a bit of luck to be
able to win an African rally?
For Fred Gallagher, Waldegaard's co-
driver, it was his second Safari win in two
years after navigating Kankkunen to vic-
tory in 1985. “It was a different rally this
y!':r,"pm:wd ‘:ut Fred. “With Juha, ;he
plan was to play a waiting game while
the others fought it out bergveen them.

The pace was a lot faster this year with

orn. k
The fhree Toyotas were not entirely SP;"‘
ed their share of problems, it's just i f?
they encountered less than their rivals.
Main causes for concern for the Celicas
were rear axles (for Waldegaard t::nh
Weber), hubs(for Waldegaar and Torph)
and brake calipers for Torph and Weber).
“I don't understand,” claimed Peugeot
engineer, André de Cortanze, during the
rally. “OK, the Toyotas might be stronger
than the rest but even when our Peugeots
aren't slowed by problems, the Toyotas
are as fast, if not faster, than the 205
Turbo 16s.” The performance of the 205
was both enccurn?ing and disappointing
in Kenya. The result itself will certainly be
o blow to the French teams plans, the
highest placed car of Kankkunen finishing
no better than fifth, allowing Lancia to
take aclearleadin the World Ruilgshump-
ionship for makes, but at least both cars
were at the finish and the problems en-
countered were less due to the basic
design of the car than in 1985. Kankkunen
lost third place when a lead come away
from a refuy whereas Mehta's principal
source of trouble throughout the event
was the engine. “Toyota manage fo get
their turbo to work in Africa, ”"commented
the Kenyan after the rally, “there’s no
reason why we shouldn'."”

One of the main problems with the Safari
is that manufacturers whose goal it is to
win the World Chaompionship are less able
to ;fegurc for the specific requirements
of the Sefari than Toyota do. “Butatleast
when the other four wheel drive cars
come to the Safari for the first time, and
that shouldn't be long now, Peugeot will
have the advantoge of two years’ exper-
ience over them, “pointed out Kankkunen.
He's not wrong butit mustn'tbe forgotten
’h‘gkvgf:idﬂ\'nnon ﬂwirﬁrs;‘e"varunempf
and the Ford teom won't ex in-
ners on the Safari. e bag
Laoncia’s Safari very nearly turned out to

C T

be a disaster but Alen's perseve
allowed the last remaining Rally orauynf‘
snatch third place and a welcome advans.
age over their French rivals in the Worlg
cﬁampionshi . After three attempt
the Saofari, the Lancia 037 has yey :"
distinguish itself, doing no better thqg, i,D
predecessors, the Fulvia HF, the Sfruigso:
&ven the Fiat 131 Abarth. The Itglis
make has yet te win there. n
Preston and Bicsion retired during e
second leg and Alen dropped wa own
the leader board after going off while
driving,f; torchlight. Things didn'tlogk g4
all hea 1zy for Lancia at the half-wq,
stage. However, Alen was to be spared
any mechanical ?roblery\s from thereon
ond managed to force his way up to thirg
place. Had it not been for the broken
alternator on the first IeF the Finn woulg
nodoubthave given Wa Jeguqrd acloser
run for his monE_r.

The Subaru RX Turbos took first and se.
cond places in Group A, not really ¢
surprise because the Japanese car Im‘
always shown well in Kenya over recent
years. Itisinteresting to note that Kirkland
and Tundo finished very close to Kank.
kunen and in front of Mehta, proof that o
reﬁy!or drive pays dividends on African
rallies.

The performance of the two Golf GTis Is
worth a mention, both cars deing a lot
better than expected. Franz Wittmann
made it to the finish desfpiie having been
delayed by a number of problems whilst
Kenneth Eriksson was always in close
contact with the Subarus and even manag-
ed to tail the Group A lead before retiring
after an unfortunate incident. Whilst nego-
tiating a fast bend, a steering arm broke
loose and the Swedish driver could not
stop the Golf going off into the spectators,
instantly killing one of them.

E:E):;g isgoing through a decidedly dark

The Tovota Celica Twin Cam Tu
the Safari in 1984

rbo has i
vet to be beaten on African soil since its first a
PPearance on
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ing control of the Jacaranda
The;ocl,iwga few kilometres away from
|—'l1o’! Kenyan capital, gove the sixteen
e ining crewsof the 34th Safari Rally
re\;’s' chancefora well earned breather
Eefc"e the official finish in Nairobi. Bjorn
\Waldegaard calmly parked up his Toyo-
1a Celica Twin Cam Turbo which had
been lovingly washed by his team's
mechanics. The expression on the Swed-
ish driver's face be}royed little of what
musthave been going through his mind.
gut that's Bjorn. You wqu}d never have
gueSSEd that he had just completed
aver 4,000 km of African dirt-tracks nor
that he had just \.Non_fhe Safari Rally for
the third time in his career. “A few
moments age, Bjorn pulled up in front of
the bar and went in to order a beer, It's
his way of celebrating, " explained Fred
Gallagher, Waldegaard’s new co-driver
and winner of the event twelve months
previously alongside Juha Kankkunen.
Waldegaard himself was eager fo under-
line the exploits of his two team-mates,
especially young Lars Erik Torph, his
latest protégé, although he admitted
that he was nevertheless glad that Torph
finished behind him. Switching the sub-
ject to his relationship with his new Irish
navigator, the Swede appeared pleas-
ed with his latest partner. “The working
relationship between myself and Fredis
perfect," he confided, “and there were
a number of occasions in the car where
we both had a good /augh together. It
was the same thing with Hans Thors-
zelius before but when a driver changes
navigators it is always a difficult moment
and | am really glad that everything
worked out as well as it did."”

INTHELOUNGE
OF THE SERENAHOTEL

The Toyota team always likes to feel at
ome and, as in previous years, they
had chosen the Serena Hotel, a short
dlstr.mce from the centre of Nairobi, as
their base for the Safari. The rhythm of
the Safari is very different to that of
other World Championship rounds, its
ong recce punctuated by equally long
breaks for rest. “Yesterday we put in
1,450 km without stopping from six in
the morning until ten at night,” Fred
informed us on the evening of the Mon-
day before the start. For the eventual
winners, practice involved passing every-
where twice, similarly to most of the
otherleading drivers except Kankkunen
who had only been over the route once.
nce everywhere was enough to win
{'f’“yeﬂf. "explained the Peugeot driver.
don't see why | should change my
approach. "
Needless to say, Kankkunen still has
very close contacts with the Toyota team
and he often called in to see his former
colleagues’ during the days before the
start, a time for most leading crews fo
get in a bit of rest and to relax. “The
T”’b,O 16 is going well at the moment.
You'rein fora surprise, "announced the
Young Finn to his Toyota friends. Walde-
gaard however didn't seem convinced.

“Ifyou had the choice between the 205
and the Celica for the Safari, which
would you choose?"
Kankkunen seemed unwilling to answer
before finally declaring, “The Celica,
basically because | know it to be a
strong car. The Peugeot will be one day
too. For this year we ll have to wait and
see, but when the other ‘Super Group B'
cars eventually come to compete in
Kenya, a 4WD is bound to win and
Peugeot will have two years more exper-
ience than its rivals.” :
“| can’t really understand why Audi
haven 't come thisyear, " added Walde-
gaard. “After all, the top speed of the
Quattro is quite impressive, the car is
stable at high speed and the shell is
incredibly strong. They should have
spent three months or so preparing the
Safari instead of doing Monte or Por-
tugal.”
Whilst the drivers talked together, Henry
Liddon, former co-driver Gr_\d now team
co-ordinator, appeared a little anxious.
“Our Pirelli tyres are giving us cause for
concern and the shock absorbers we
have put aside for the rally have turned
out to be as fragile as glass. They ::!'rdn t
ive us any trouble durm? testing. " The
aulty parts were promptly sent backto
Europe and new shockers and tyres
were airfreighted across in time for the

s'rfgan 4 like Africa," continued Lic!don,
“putldo love the challenge that this sort
ofevent presents. Unforeseen problems
are waiting for you around every corner,
each one requiring a §pec1ﬁc solution. |
get a kick out of frying to find those
Solutions but this time there really are
too many. I'm on the point of cracking
up!" Once the rally had got under way,
though, Liddon'sfears evaporated. From
the Toyota plane, he never stopped
moving his pawns about the Kenyan
chess-board, keeping a watchful eye on
everybody and leaving the crews with
the sole task of staying on the track.

The three works Toyotas enjoved
a relativelv trouble-free run. The
only alert for Waldegaard was
rear axle failure during the third
and final leg

A sixth Safari victory was never
really on the cards for Mehta in
the second Turbo 16
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Now that the Toyotas have become
unbeatable in Africa, most observers at
the finish were trying to pin point the
reasons behind the Japanese car's suc-
cess. The most commonly heard argu-
ment was the Celica's top speed of
230 kph. In order not o be left standing,
Peugeothad developed a 6-speed gear-
box cuEubEe of giving a top speed of
245 kph for the gOS. 245 kph on tor-
mac, not on the loose,” pointed out
Kankkunen. ““The Turbo 16 isn’t stable
enough fo withstand that sort of speed
over gravel roads."

Once again, Waldegaard had some-
thing to add. “If you've got a car that's
capable of cruising at 200 kph in total
safety over fast sections, you can count
yourself lucky." The Swede's opinion
seems to be shared by Lancia because
the 037's top speed was given as
210kph, the same as in 1985. As it
turned out, the French car was only to
use the 5-speed gearbox but the new
box should shorfly be introduced for
European style events and possibly the
Tour of Corsica.

AT THE KILIMANJARO
BUFFALO LODGE

The first rest halt of the rally was schedul-
ed after about a third of the first leg,
afterthe crossing of the famous Chyulus
Hills. The surface of the twisty, narrow
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track is initially composed of volcanic
lava before becoming little more thana
grass covered bridle path.
“You get the impression you've been
driving for hours, but then you realise
you've only covered 35 km and you've
ot twice that distance left to do," was
ow Lars Erik Torph described the exper-
ience. Nevertheless, the youngest of the
Toyota boys wassatisfied with his perfor-
mance over that section, as were most
of the leading crews excepting the Lan-
cias. Grass ﬂepi building up against
their radiators, causing the ltalian cars
to overheat and obliging the drivers to
get out and clear away the offending
undergrowth. Atthe Kilimanjaro Buffalo
Halt, Vic Preston Jr. was the most explicit.
“For me, the rally starts here. There was
no need to include the Chyulus Hills in
the Safari, the rest of the rally suffices in
itself. The Safari has existed for over
thirty years and has managed vei
nicely without them. They completely
destroy the true character of the event."”
Markku Alen had an even sorriertale to
tell. He had [puncfured and was passed
in the overall positions by the YW Golf
of Group A leader, Kenneth Eriksson.
The first leg included another difficult
section, a 120km haul through the
Taita Hills at night. True to tradition,
rain and fog awaited crews and the
rivers of the region were flooded, Franz
Wittmann's Golf getting stuck in one for
over an hour. Waldegaard continued
his demination of the event over the
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section but Markku Alen found hi,
in the mast unenviable of situqﬁonsmh‘
“The bah‘e?/ began to progressively, .
away. The first thing | did was 1o gy, ia
off the auxiliary lights, but my wi' 'ch
screen wipers and ordinary lights Binalf,
stopped working completely. Kik; ¥
co-driver, passed me a torch Wh:'chy;
held out of the window to light up
much of the road as possible whils Kﬁ:,
tried his best fo read out the notes rI
guide me. At one point, Greg Criﬁcoo
overtook me with his Lancia Rally a,.,dj
tried to follow his tail-lights. It was
good though, he was going too fqst fa?-
me and [ lost him. In the pitch darknegs
of the night, | couldn't risk going faste
than 10 or 20 kph, although even rha;
was possibly too fast. In the end. [ Jofy
the road on one bend and the cqr
ended up on the driver's side in a ditch
Since I had been driving with my Jeft
arm out of the window, I was trapped by
the weight of the car. Alone, Kiki couldn's
free me but, happily, Criticos's service
crew showed up fen minutes later and
got the car out of the hole. And to think
that my own service crew was less than
2km away!”

LESSONS TO BE LEARNED

Shorﬂy‘ before the end of the first leg,
Weber| s Toyota collided with the rear of
Mehta's Peugeot, sending the 205 off
the track. Weber was able to continue,

A combination of small problems meant that last vear's winner,

challenge the leaders

snatching 4th place from the Kenyan
driver! “Thad been on the Peugeot's tail
for quite a while, " explained the Germ-
an driver, “waiting for a chance fo
overtake. At the end of a fairly fast
portion, Mehta braked much earlier
than | had anticipated for a tight bend.
To make matters worse, his stop-lights
were not working. By the time | realise
e was actually braking, it was too late,
I'couldn't help but run into him. It was an
accident, "
Mehta's version was slightly different.
Old Weber was going a bit too quickly.
Of course he did it on purpose but you
can’t blame him. | would have done the
same thing if | had been in his position.
A little more gently perhaps..."'
At the end of the rally, Erwin Weber's
Celica showed signs of heavy damage
which apparently occured when he ran
into the boot of Saimbi's Opel Manta
400 during an overtaking manoceuvre.
Perhaps somebody ougﬁt to whisper
into the young German's ear that when

Juha Kankkunen, was never in a position to

ws at the start of the
rs of the two previous
had taken along three
Celica Twin Cam Turbos f
orn Waldegaard, co
Fred Gallagher, ond

Swede's co-driver was
Idegaard's former part-
and the German was

There were 69 cre
1984 Safari. Winne

ner's twin brother,
navigated by Gun

0 kg for a power o
Secd of 230 kph.
difications to the

ight
Apart from =lig very little had chang-

ars.

PEUGEOT 205 Turbo 16
Juha Kankkunen/Juha
for local driver Shekhar

§ the 205s was given as
ic:r ?ioohhp.( The French

was restricted to 225 kph in-

TEAM BY TEAM

stud problems that had plagued the Italian
cars in 1985 had been resolved and the
electrics had been revised. Cesare Fiorio,
Lancia team-manager, had taken the pre-
caution of including local crews, Gre
Criticos/Marzio Kravos and John Hellier.
David Williamson, in his list of official
Lancia drivers so that they would be able
to score points in the World Constructors’
Championship should the worse come to
the worse for the works cars. Criticos and
Hellier were also assured of o higher
place in the starting order which meant
that they could help out the official carsin
case of difﬁculgly. .
VOLKSWAGEN had made the trip to the
African continent for the first time on an
official basis and there were two Golf
GTis for Kenneth Eriksson/Peter Diekmann
and Franz Wittmann/Matthias Feltz. The
German team were unable to get in any
private tesﬁnlg prior to the event. Their
rincipal rivals in Group A were likely to
Ee the three SUBARU RX Turbo 4WD
which were entered for the first time by
the factory as opposed to a dealer team.
The Subarus were given at 1,000 kg and
180 bhp and were crewed i:y the two
and/Robin

¥ d = & >
YOu want t 3 titor, it is 1T halthough they wereable  local pairings of Mike Kirkl
More com:u?ne u:gg;:ecz;m:jll:vér to :ﬁ:%ﬁ?ﬁsntﬂ; victas r.guoling system for  Nixon nlnrd Frank Tundo/Quentin Thomson
onesside than to try and go overthetop!  the shack absorbers. p Bourne/ Mk Iglle;»hleulunders Possum
At one point, Mehta h %d'f{' ulty get- LANCIA were the other major manufactur- Boume/Mike Fistcher,
ting his T «/Viehta had dittic er present but they referred toleave the e more nota eﬁrlvn e entries came
g his Turbo 16 started and the Kenyan A\AFD Delta 54 in Italy on the grounds that  from Jufmi Shah/Lofty Drews, Iwashi-
was heard to say, “Erwin, would you  C oliability of the Rally 037 would pay ta/Nakahara, Iwase/Vinayak (all Nissan
mind coming and pushing me?" Lividendsin the Safari context despiteits  240RS) and Basil Criticos/Thatthi (Opel
New Zealander, ‘P " Bourne, was Inl having 2 driven wheels. There were  Manta).Rudolf Stohl/Reinhardt Kaufmann
competing in his fi fssum1 :;side'ofh‘.s fhr!. official cars for Markku Alen/lllka  were present in a works entered, HB
omecouniry and put bfs @ splendid  KivmekMasime By TSI el Audiservics crow n Kenya:
g show. Over the Taite, Hills he was even  and Vic Preston delghmbyeiine PR SR

A fine one-two for the works Subarus of Kirkland and Tundo in Group A
P AL
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The first leg of the Sofari included two
particularly difficult sections, a narrow,
rass covered track across the Chyulu
Elilis and the long trek through the Taita
Hills where the Iiieiihoo& of rain is gene-
rally high. Length of the first leg wos
287 k. : g
“I'll drop ten minutes in the Chgulu Hills,
predicted Bjorn Waldegoard before the
start, a forecast which turned out to be
perfectly correct. The Swedish driver wos
the only competitor to lose so little time
ond was consequently first leader of the
event, 1 minute chead of Kankkunen, 3m
in front of Mehta who was slowed by
overheating problems, 4m cheod of Torph,
5m ahead of Weber, 6m chead of Preston
and Biasion and 9m in front of Alen. The
three Lancia crews all lost time whenthey
hed tostop to clear awoy grass which hod
ot stuck in the radiator and, on top of
that, Alen punctured.
Waldegaard's task of keeping the lead
was made easy for him when ankkunen
took the wrong turning at o junction,
losing 3 minutes to the Toyota driver.
Torpﬁ was less fortunate when he lost 7
minutes for the same recson. Once again,
the Lancios ol lost time. Preston wos
having difficulties with his shock absorbers
ond oil pump, Biasion's alternator and
intercom storted to play up in the Taita
Hills whereas poor Alen really suffered
when his alternator feiled during the night
whilst the expected rain was af its heayi-
est. Without ﬁ;hu or windscreen wipers,
the unlucky Finn confinued by the light of
a torch which he held out of the window
but, just2 km from where his service crew
was waiting, he left the rood ond lost over
an hour to the leaders on that ane section
Waldegoard and Kankkunen dominated
the proceedings throughout the first leg.
he Swede returned to Nairobi with?ﬂ
minutes road penalties, 4m less than the
Peugeot driver. Bicsion had managed to
live “with his rroblemn and rallied the
Kenrun capitalin 3rd position, 15m behind
the leader. Towards the end of the leg,
Weber ran into the back of Mehta's Peu-
geot. The Kenyan lost & minutes in repairs_
which allowed Weber through into 4th
ce, Im aheod of Mehta byt alread
m adrift of Waldegaard. Torph was 6?;
and preceded the leading Gp. A Subary
of Kirkland. The battle for supremacy in
€ group was being hotly # t out
between Kirkland, Bourne and Eriksson
although the latter was delayed by a
fairly ang service intervention just before
Nairobi. Preston had run out of trol and
ad experienced injection probil:na which
dropped him to 59 minutes behind Walde-
wc'r'do\;h.ik! Alenwas 14th, 1h 23m behind
e r.
The second leg, 1215 km long, tock place
around Mount Itlnf{lu and very quickly
jumed to Toyota's vt::‘; when only the
Japanese cars were spa major mechan-
ical trouble. Kankkunen was the first 1o
Jrog fime after a front shock obsorber
broke and he was further deloyed by
?nmon :roblorm before ripping off the
urbo 16’ rear suspension whiga led to
fransmission failure. Mehta's Peugeot was
not lqmr!’gl any better, he too sufferin,
from ignition difficulties ofter losing Ig
Minutes when the motor refused 1o start
after a Puncture. Just before their retyrn
1o Nairobi for the second time, the two
205 droprm:l another half-hour or so
when the French team decided to change
both cars’ clutches, weakened by the dusty
mﬁunﬁon wgik:van :‘or:. Biasion
slop to e alternator
Epa s e e
epairs o time and the ltalian
driver hodn't go?gvuy far before the

A

ancia ser-
sabs proLie reo:currsj&“ﬁt‘ Bigsion,
vice crew was so ulr a " ydro pedalof
il "éu' ‘th tlu!‘i :or:gnlre at ﬁ:w :lpeed
of time, decide ted, the
t, as could hove been expected,
:r‘:g'ane overheated, the goskE' blew and
the 037‘5'.°FP"'.d for,ggf;m; hadbeen cur-
Preston'sinjectionp driver could
ed and the relieved Kenyan dri hly too
finally get his foot down. Possil vd i
much so, in fact, since his Lancia ro“uf 2
the track and into a di!ch.shor“‘( a !elr‘
tly, Alen's was the only
wards. Consequently, d. the Finn
Lancia left in the rally. Indee Bt
had a trouble-free second leg and, prf°'h
ing from the difficulties of the rest of ;
field, manoged to climb from 14th to 44
overoll, equal with Kankkunen but "E;""
theless Th 57s behind the clear leader,
Bjorn Waldegoard.
The onl pru%|ems to affect the Toyotas
were a [oose waste gate for Waldegaard,
@ puncture and an argument with a dee
rut for Weberand hub problems for Torp
who was forced to drive 160 km without
rear brokes. At the end of the first leg,
Waldegoord's penalties totalled 115 min-
utes, plocng him 30m chead of Weber,
49m checd of Torph, 1h 57m chead of
Konkkunen and Alen, 2h 08m ahead of
Group A leoder, Kirkiond, 2h 10m ahead
of Mehta and 2h 39m cheod of Eriksson.
Bourne, who hod managed to take the
lead in Group A, retired after his Subary
left the road.
The first 1,000 km of the 1,645 km long
third ond final leq, troditionally consider-
ed os being the toughest of the event,
were run without interruption and it was
now the turn of the Toyotas to hit trouble,
Wulde’?‘nurﬁ fell victim to o problem simi-
lor to the one which hod ugeded Torph
the previous day when the hub failed and
the wheel came awoy complete with the
wheel shaft. Luckily, the Toyota service
crew wos nearby and only 20 minutes
were lost before the Swede could get
a:na ogain. Later, however, iust prior to
doret rest holt, o further 15 minutes
were dropped when the rear axle of the
Waldegoord's Celicg was changed. As g
result of these incidents, the |ead very
nearty chay inds as Weber got within
3m of his team-mate before the German
;oo wos ;qued 'l":g geu: axle problems,
reppi im to third and within stri in
dis!unczgof.luhn Kankkunen, sy
Third place had be
for the Peugeot team, a result which would
bring in o smilfadory smount of points
for World Championship e cially if
Alen could do no better than ?ﬁ Kank-
kunen was now first on the read and able
to drive without dust bm? thrown up by
pre: 8 competitors. Very soon after
the Eldoret rest halt he got in front of
Weber but his joy wos short fived as the
205 T1é's engine came to a halt scon
afterwards. it ook o long time 1o identify
the reason for the broagdown and on|
ofter 45 minutes wos it noticed that o lead
hod come a relay. Kankkunen drop-
ﬂcd behind Alen to 5th overall, o position
© wos 1o keep until the end of the rally,
For Peugeot, the result could oy tragic
consequences in the context of the World

R

from brake caliper problems. The Su
of Kirkland and Tundo finished fire: ey
second in Group A, foking 6th and 7th
laces overall in front of ehta who had
been plagued at the end of the rally by
Incessant furbo problems. The Kenyan
driver finished 8th ahead of the two pri
vate Lancia 037s of Criticos and Heifi:,
Sixteen crews finished the Safg i, includ.
ing Franz Wittmann who finishse 12th.

3 ; il i to catch Mehta’s record
specialist of Afri ts. With three victories to his credit, he surely still has time to c
ol *Pecialist o rican events, (]

ldegaard has become s,

hat
;\/
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Fiorio opted to leave the Delta S4 in Ital;
robusitness of the Rally 037. A gqamble w

rreferring the proven

paid off as Lancia pulled away from Peugeot in the title chase

faster than the principal driver of the
Subaru team, Mike Kirkland. "The team-
manager came up to me and asked me
to slow down a little, "related Bourne, “
am only on my first Safari whereas
Kirkland is an experienced campaigner
here. | suppose it's not such g bad idea
fo adapt my pace to his, It's o vestion
of forcing myselfto respect the r. ythm, "
Indeed. Group A winner on the New
Zealand Rally for the last two years,
Bourne tends to be more of o sprinfer.
During the second leg of the African
event, he took firm command of the
Group A category before going off at
high speed and ‘out of the ro ly. It's
sometimes a good move to listen to
what your team-manager has to say,

TWO UNHAPPY INCIDENTS

The second leg went off like a dream for
the three Toyota crews who now mono:
polised the top three positions but it was
a different story for the Lancias and
Peugeots, As we waited for the cars fo
arrive back in Nairobi at the end of the
Ieﬂ, Vic Preston Jr. described how his
rally had ended: "/ don’t exactl, know
ow | went off. | know eve, J:mnsd
bend of the route by hears, ?;'ne car just
went sideways over a crest and into g
series of rolls, ending up on its roof in a
ditch. It took me five minutes fo get free
and to find my way through the bushes
back to the road,’
Before the start, ‘Junior' claimed that
this was going to be his last Safari,

B4

"Because Lancia is going to win," he
firmly predicted. After his accident, his
fune was different: “We've put in a
years work and done a full season over
here without the slightest hitch, Why is it
that new problems only crop up on the
Safari itself?” As he turned away, he
mumbled, “see you again in twelve
months time. "'
Makku Alen soon showed up at the
Lancia garage where we were waiting.
Unlike his team-mates, he had enjoyed
atrouble-free run during the second le
and had 3uick|y worked his way bacE
up the leader board. The Finn, however,
was far from cheerful, By radio, we had
learnt that he had knocked over a
young child. The child, who had tried to
cross the road with a friend as Alen
approached, was immediately taken to
the nearest hospital by the Lancia
helicopter.
Markku pulled up not far from us but
remained in his car for a short while, lost
inthought. When he finally got out, anly
Cesare Fiorio and Lancia doctor, Ben
Bartoletti, dared approach him, The
Eainad expression on his face indicated
ow moved he was by what had just
haﬁpened. Markku has never been one
to hide what is on his mind and now he
felt a need to explain what he had just
lived through. Silently shaking his head,
he made his way across to *Ea handful
of journalists that were around, lookin,
into our eyes for some sort of re-
assurance,
His words reinforced by his unmistak-
able gestures, he began fo relate how

4 L

he had fou‘?h? with the steering wiia
how he had put the car sidewayg i,
attempt to avoid the child, hoy he hq
cimecffcr the verge ur\d'how he couldny
help running the poor kid over,
“There were two of them, They Crosseq
the road just in front of me in g villa,

where there were many spectators. |
tried to steer clear of them and | wouly
have succeeded if one of them hadn's
taken fright and decided to turn around
| tried to drive my car off the road but
vain. The poor child was thrown Up in

L1k
Gn

the air.’ ;

Marrku fell silent again before one joy
alist asked how his hand was. "My hang
is nothing, " he retorted, “nothing com
pared with... | am... you know,.
pletely... "' ,

“...Finito, "he was going to say. The Fin,
only recovered from the incident after
he had received confirmation from the
organisers that the little girl was not too
seriously hurt, escaping with a broken
hand. Kenneth Eriksson was to be lass
fortunate.

Early in the final leg, his Golf's steering
broke and the Swedish driver could not
avoid leaving the road at quite o high
speed, knocking over and kil ing a spect-
ator. Eriksson cﬁose to retire on the spot
Rallying is and most prabably will always
be adangerous sport, we can only hepe
and do our utmost to ensure that lﬁe
current spate of fatal accidents does not
continue,

The last word goes to Bjorn Waldegaard
who, talking of his Toyota Celica at the
finish boasted, ""You've only got to fill it
with petrol, change the tyres and you
r:oun'r)odo the rally all over again. "What's
infuriating for tﬁe other manufacturers
is that it's probably fryel

com

IT HAPPENED IN KENYA

® After hearing that Weber had run into
the back of an Opel Manta 400, Mehta
couldn't resist teasing the young German
driver, "It looks like you're doin, your
vtmost to increase Opel's sales of spare
Parts so they'll have enough money to run
@ car for you again."
® “I'm ashamed to say that Toyota are
using helicopters for the first #ime this
year, "admitted Henry Liddon, */ am never-
theless absolutely convinced that servicing
y choppers should he banned.,”
nner of the five previous Safaris,
ta had a hard job explaining to Jean
y he colﬁd do no

express his
sarray were not very christian,

® Juha lironen was d out of court
by his driver, after forgotten to
take heed o

announced a route change. Kankkunen's
sentence was ::athorit, Piironen was oblig-
¢d to go back outinto the bush by himself
fo correct the notes,

MurklwlAl.n decided to offer his prize
money, a little over £500, to the family of
:h: in“n girl he had knocked over during

rally,

9'5'33211‘!.' speed for Waldegaard was

was a prablem !

TECHNICAL DATA
Rall .
afart 52 2nd April, 1986

34th 53 “?‘,’I‘ ittt e R
Ath munl:fw‘l’m and Group A drivers
umkr‘;:“rj‘,.rulwu (Kenya)
2u'r‘1lmh: No i’l-jv‘?\ﬂ"“‘! 4,183km principally aver
gute: TOISENG  are no special stagas on
ravel 5'““'r"‘“+ craws have 10 Iry lo respect
ﬁ-(- Safarl "D”,,,Lhﬂ.scnmv The rally, divided
“""‘".”"1:"];:;'. is run on tracks open to other
into fhrae [EER

od users: | . Miito Andei - Mairobi,
first logs Nairobi, o 10h00 1o Sunclay, March
'5“""”'51,{{‘00 Total length of 1,287km and 20
a0th, I
time confro’s bi « Nyahururu - Nairobi,
second leg: MOUEH § L0 Manday, 151

‘;“"d?‘yinhﬂﬂ Total lengthof 1,25Tkm and 21

parch, 100

jime controls bi - Eldorat - Nairobi, Tuesday,

Third I'\“?;ﬁgi:ﬁdl to Wednesday, April 2nd,

AP ol length of 1,645km and 30 time
I

"‘”"n\|. 79, Starters: 69, Finishors: 16

Enterec ly dry with the add shower, Dust
. Mainly dry
Woather: Mc rm vaat

| PAST RESULTS

HI"“ tan aditions)

i S i (Mitsubishi Colt Lancer)
1077, wﬁf:i{.{iﬁ«.Lﬁnlu..mnl.m. {Ford Escar)
1978: Nu_(_\hm’lul'abvm’g‘mn;uol 6(14'

1979: Mahta/Doughty (Datsun ”)mJ

1980: Mehta/Doughty {Datsun V')F :

1981: Mehta/Doughty {Datsun mrolj\

1982: Mehta/Doughty (Datsun \i‘m ! 4001
1983: Vuluncanm?mrm (Opel Au:r:n ARl
1984;Wrﬂdur{mnrlf harszelivs (Toyota

i Turbo!

\;;{EIS;CHK'EHl?\:unrlm’Gn\luqhm (Tayota Calica

Twin Cam Turbe)

FOR THE RECORD

i km

: @ The Safari was shortened by 1,000
Ec?nll;q?od with previous years io\lpw-ng.ha
request from FISA. @ For the first time, G'r
Satari finished on Wednesday after Ecﬂlﬂ'
malnudDFEm?urMonduy.Tthnmhﬂmr:;

halt on the Indian Ocean coast was drcppe’
Drivers: @ First works drive with Peugeot 'm
Mehta @ First works drive with Toyma{ or
Weber and first Warld Championship drive
withTayota for Torph @ Lars Eric Torph brca?&m
A-graded driver @ Third Safari win for Walde
gumd and second win for Gallagher as co

rivar,

Cars: ® Third successive victory on the Safari for
| the Toyota Celica,

PaMarlboro

afari Rally Kenya

WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP

(Drivers of Group A cars)

(Positions after 4 rounds)

i 19 points
1. Eriksson K, (5) PRANA
2, Wittmann (A 1‘»;1;::::::
e IUPF-U‘I) 13 ::rurnls
rolle 1 13 points
Ericsson M. (5) 13 ficints
Kirkland (EAK) 10 Baints
7. Pottorsson (9) 10 Poinis
Ortigao (P) 10 Boints
Tunr(;'}Eﬂ ) 8 Bolns
10. Bos
Anwar (EAK) B points |
| MAIN RETIREMENTS
}

/Munro (engine)
! ;E%}‘Dg'lr::clﬁ?Knufmunu (engine).
TC29: Preston/Lyall (accidant).
iasion/Siviera (angine)
EE g:‘:;ﬁ:l?i:;chnri:ir.:u'qnnl + OTL).
(aceidont)
;E"’él %}:ﬁt};iew‘l‘;w;wm (dlecision 1o w|1!1
Tt Tollowing the death of the spectator he

had hit).

SUCCESSIVE LEADER:

TC2 - TC4: A numbe

B, Weldegaard/Gallogher

WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
(Makes) )

(After 4 out of 11 rounds
I':':mmu

ougeot

Avdl

Toyota

Volkswagen

Ford

Subaru

Citro#n

CONO T LIN =

WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
(Drivers)

(After 4 out of 13 rounds|

1. Kankkunen (SF) 3}5_’;‘:::.::
2. Alen (SF 25 i
3. Toivonan (SF) % P s
AL 20 bointy
Wnl(lt‘qﬂﬂr?ﬂ (S| 5 :'M:mh
e a‘i‘s“;ﬂ B 15 paints
Tarph (9 15 points |
9. Mikkela (SF) ‘-i “;-nh
Grundel [5) 12 points
Del Zoppo (1 pai
FINAL RESULTS

Idegaard/Gallagher (Toyota Twin
énr‘\'?;lu(:;"‘;loé enalty points (15t Group B),
2, Torph Thcuue?i\.-i Toyota Twin Cam Turbo)
334 point
3, Alan/ivimaki Lancio Rally 037)372 poiar,
4. Weber/Wanger [Toyota Twin Cam Turba)
380 point
nmr\f;‘r:uﬁnm Piironen [Peugeot 205 Turbo
14) 432 points.

&. Kirkland/Nixon [Subaru RX Turbo) 457
ts (15t Grou

em?t:..m:mam‘in (Subaru RX Turbo) 491

BOINTS.

Mehta/Combes (Peugest 205 Turbe 16) 492
G‘”l“:ﬁ(rmmrkrnvm (Lancia Rally 037) 545
bait

il
0. Hallior/Williamson {Lancia Rally 037) 551
paints.




CAES e A e——

Bl

e RPNt -




A FINE PERFORMANCE FROM VW FOR THEIR DEBUT ON AFRICAN iOIL. ERIKSSON LED GP. A BEFORE RETIRING
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jusT A LITTLE
RESPECT

GPI, .
D:?hre end of the 1985 Australian
grand prix, during which he
iad tangled with Mansell, Ayr-

{on Senna excused his behaviour
byexplaining it was a bad da;{. It
seems 10 €SCape peoplesattention
that under pressure he can be
very dangerous. E

His early domination of F3
during 1983 expired when rival
Martin Brundle ran away with
\he Silverstone race. Brundle’s
quality of patience culminated
in a win. To Senna, patience is
not a virtue, panic is. In follow-
ing races he proceeded to drive
over the back of Brundle’s winn-
ing car at Snetterton after trying
to overtake on the grass. At
Oulton Park he succeeded in
‘sharing’ Brundle’s racing line by
perching his car on top of the
Britons.

Senna took the Championship
and progressed to FI in 1984,
but during that year and early
1985 his car rarely kept together
long enough to let his agression

S T

take over. At the Nurburgring,
we watched him drive his car
over the top ofRosherg,causing
a first corner fracas, and his
.lmpatience fully revealed itself
in serious incidents during the
last four Grands Prix,

The most sickening part of all
this is Senna’s unwillingness to
accept responsibility, His arro-
gant attitude is; ‘you shouldn't
have been there’.

Why is Senna not punished for
endangering other drivers lives?
F1 is the ambassador of motor
racing, the sport will only be
damaged if it seems that the
drivers make and break the rules,
Senna needs to be taught that
talent alone does not make a
racing driver. Respect is required
if drivers are not to be unnecess-
arily endangered. By driving
Mansell off the road in Rio he
clearly illustrated his attitude to
being beaten.

For the sake of motor racing,
FISA, act now.

Roy Barclay
Clacton on Sea
Essex

B

If we understand your question
correctly, the part you are talk-
ing about is fitted so that the car
inquestion complies with Article
3, sub-section 3, of the FI Tech-
nieal Regulations which reads
“... Between the rear edge of the
complete front wheels and the
Jront edge of the complete rear
wheels all sprung parts of the car
visible from directly beneath the
car must lie on one plane within
a tolerance of + Smm. All these
parts must produce a uniform ,

solid, hard, rigid (no degree of
Jfreedom inrelationto the body/

chassis unit), impervious surface
under all circumstances...” The
part in question is fitted so that
rear-view mirrors, which often

protrude beyond the sides of the
cars, arenot 'visible' from below.

GPL

POSTBAG
CONGRATULATIONS

Dear GPI,

May I congratulate you for your
recent excellent coverage of the:
World Rallying Championship.
Combined with the marvellous
FI reports, an arca of motor-
sport that I have also become
interested in as a result, your
monthly is a must.

The reports are well written and
the photography isstunning, The
editorials are both accurate and
appropriate as, alas, shown in
‘Action Now, Please’ GPI num-
ber 101. Please keep it up!

An Avid Reader
Surrey
England

UNIQUE

Dear GPI,

I can see why André de Cortranze
was trying to keep asecret of his
water-heated shock-absorbers
(team by team p, 70 GPI 101).
He found out that, after as-
sembling the system, everything
was upside down.

Cec Ackerman

Lomé

Togo West Africa

Wellspotted. As we commented,
the Peugeot's front shock ab-

sorbers were really ‘unique’!
Apologies, GPI.

A
WHAT IS IT?

Dear GPI,

Perhaps the more observant and
knowledgeable of your readers
will be able to answer this letter.
It concerns a small attachment
which I have noticed recently on
all the Fl cars. It is about
60 sqcm in area and less than
5 mm thick, located about half a
metre ahead of the sidepods, on
both sides of the car. It's under-
side is flush with flat bottom,
and it projects horizontally from
the bodywork.

Is it some devious device to
circumvent a width regulation, a
footrest, or just something to do
with the transportation of the
car?

A J McClarty
Plumstead
Capetown
South Africa

FAN CLUB
DISAPPEARED?

Dear GPI,

In 1983 Peter McKenzie and
Charlie Whiting (2 mechanics
from Brabham) started a Nelson
Piquet fan club of which I am a
member. In‘83 and ‘84 I received
regularly magazines etc. In July
1985 I renewed my membership,
sending £6 to the club secretary
M. Bexon. In August 1 received
a colour print of the BT53 and
after that nothing and no replics
to my 4 letters either. Whats hap-
pened, is the fan club dead?

P Van De Berkt
Molenviiet 30
4791 GA Kilundert
Holland

Nelson Piquet’s Fan Club can be
contacted at: P.O. Box 22F,
Chessington, Surrey KT9 1DJ,
England. A membership appli-
cation form will be sent to you.
GPIL

Dear Readers,

These columns are yours 1o vent
your views and make sugges-
tions. Please write to: The Pro-
duction Editor, Grand Prix In-
ternational, 7 rue de Lille, 75007
Paris.
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X
Subscription rates (one year)
UK:£2]

Europe: £ 21
France : 200 FF
Other countries (by surface mail): £26
USA (airmail): US $42
Canada (airmail): Can. $52
Australia (airmail), Aust, $75

Airmail rates on demand

INTERNATIONAL
FORMULA ONE

Brazil, Spain

GRAND PRIX INTERNATIONAL

Subscription coupon for 12 monthly issues
SURNAME:

Herewith | enclose i
gsolnfy order) mad:} ;a';re:'b'g ‘,'2,." (chasie,

7, rue de Lille, 75007 PARIS (France)

G/WD

PIT ROAD
The independent
race car Model magazine
kits, photos, F1,
rally, sports, saloon + +

—

Send £1 or $2 for sample copy
+ sub details to :
PRM

Lypiatt Cottage, Miserden
Stroud Glos. GL67JB UK

Rates for 1/12th of a page + colour slide
éong/}.
B: £50.
France: 600 FF.

Other countries : The equivalent in local
currency (use international cheques).

How to advertise: Write out your advertisement in block ca-
pitals — one letter per space —using the grid below and g‘”f "
gff to, The Editor, GPI, 7, rue de Lille 75007 Paris (France) Jhg

irst of the month to be included in the following issue. Don't
forget to enclose a colour slide and a cheque made out to GELT.
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* Immediate delivery on selec
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ted rla\';ve Scimitars and TVR

B
SUZAIR DRIVE YOUR
GOES RACING. . ... MESSAGE
ANY SIZE CHARTER HOME TO
T AVAILABLE
?O'FF:CE#R;FC\)A%;:SO, SPA, OVER
E ;
DUTc:lT-l GRAND PRIX Mggl)_,(())F(‘)IONG
T aeeh 5.7 litres 400 BHP ENTHUSIASTS
st AND CHARTERER S(-)‘rln IglntIL, E:{Z 440 BHP
6.9 litres 480 BHP (179601 To get your
Haslemere Sports pole position in
Cars ALSO ENGINE CONVERSIONS IN the Grand Prix
buy and sell KIT FORM Grid
FERRARI, PORSCHE,
MERCEB‘\E,%R%ANGE Interested in the ultimate Jaguar engine
Late, low mileage — send for a brochure or tel
examples only. tele hone
0676 23526 p
Camelsdale Road,
H:Sl;leenseri-es;ls%f- Telex 312 475 SWD ENG-G 0 1-’3(;%"2?;183
Tel: 0428 5495 =
Telex: 858940 WARD WALSH LANE, MERIDEN
FORWARD v I et
( ) Mamba Wheels
Official Split rim racing wheels
ml -piece modular design allows maximum strength
PorSChe Centre E:VI:B[(: r;f{tscz ii?w}.dbi“w doflacr?ﬁca? dir::anssions such a? offgste:t
is allow: wheel to b ilored to individual cars.
FOr Kent ;.:;asae"wr::z: Et‘\er‘ez,l.ﬂ‘e?cu:f.l faf ;aetzils f:om.'
SALES - SERVICE - PARTS USA East Coast Agent
Racing Speck
wa I d ro n P.0. Box 28864
Atlanta, Georgiabggsas.
PomRmscHE Tel: 404/992:5088.
;llﬂéigtsf;ii. facsione TE].: (0622) 683838 'r:”nr?u[::g;;":g,doagpgrr.\osc;?mdsa.\f 18T)Oam-1.00pm
M .-

CARSHALTON, SURREY

« SALES: 01-643 9108
* SERVICE: 01-642 8973
x SPARES: 01-661 2522
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PORSCHE CLUB
GREAT BRITAIN

Special insurance rates for new and classic Porsches
available to members. Club racing and sprints. Technical
advice, Workshop manuals. Buy or sell your Porsche
through the Club, Insignia etc, etc.

Membership open to owners and enthusiasts throughout
the world. Send for application form or join by telephone,
quoting Access, Barclaycard or American Express Card
Number.

Ayton House, West End, NORTHLEACH
Gloucestershire GL54 3HG
Telephone: Cotswold (0451) 60792

LA iuuus

K.D.M. MOTORSPORT

CONTACT US FOR ALL YOUR
REQUIREMENTS

DZEUS FASTENERS
VARLEY BATTERIES, ROSE JOINTS

BELL, SIMPSON, @

EVEROAK, SABELT.

K.D.M. HOUSE, THE GRANGE, GRANGE AVE,
LEAGRAVE, LUTON, BEDFORDSHIRE

(0582) 596877

CATS OF COVENTRY LTD.

Tel: (0203) 451150, (0203) 453150,
(0203) 440150. Fax no. 441 545

We are pleased to announce that we are now established- jn
Coventry

Here is our present sales inventory:

1969 Etype 2+ 2 £7,500
1967 Mk2 2.4 £1,000
1968 420 saloon £950
1969 E type roadster £10,000
1969 Mk2/340 £1,000
1970Etype 2+ 2 £8,750
1971 V12 roadster £9,250
1972V122+2 £14,000
1973 V12 roadster £15,000
1978 XJS £3,500

1983 XJS HE £11,950

1934 SSI £15,000

1950 Mk5 £10,000

1951 XK120 £10,000
1956 XK140 £9,500
1959 XK 150 dhc £15,000
1961 E type fhc £6.500
1961 Mk2 2.4 £2,000
1961 Mk2 3.8 £4.000
1963 E type fhc £9,500
1965 E type roadster £9,500
1966 Mk2 3.4 £3,500

The Cats Organisation are pleased to announce the formation of a
subsidiary company: “Classic Car Transporters’.

A complete professional fully insured impersonal service is offered.

Due to the high number of Jaguars that Cats move, Classic Car
Transporters will base many quotations on a one way basis,
consequently reducing cost by nearly 50% — we look forward to
assisting classic enthusiasts to enjoy their pleasures and cut costs
at the same time, (0203) 440 150.

Full UK. and European mainland coverage. trade enquiries
welcome.

26 Smith Industrial Estate, Humber Avenue, Coventry CV3 1JL.
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FOR TRIUMPH
SPORTS CARS
Fully illustrated
catalogue of tuning
components
Engine ~ Exhaust —
Gearbox and
Suspension
Extensive text on
recommendations
and information
Postage and £2 Voucher (UK only)
22-28 Manor Road -
Richmond, Surrey '
Tel: 01-948 6668

Open 10-6 Mon-Fri, 10-4.00 Saturday

ULTIMA

THE ULTIMATE MID-
ENGINED SPORTSCAR
FOR ROAD OR RACING

Superb Quality. Excellent Engineering. Original Design.
A True Classic Car available in many Stages of
Completion.
_S_a_nd £1.00 for Further Details to:

KITDEAL LTD, 20 Station Road, Littlethorpe,
Leicester LE9 5HS, England.

Delibia Carty

utailars Fitted ic
Ultia compornive (I inmaire)

Performance ata el biegs
500 269 vl kbl 3n A2 s 16 B

160 performantce cars
1 much cheapor than i ltaly!
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For longer than any other Racing Drivers School, the well
proven Jim Russell methods of tuition have given the best
possible start to thousands of motor racing careers. Many
have reached International fame. In 1986 the Jim Russell
expertise will be available at Snetterton (still the home of the
famed 8 day courses), Donington Park, (where this year's All
Ladies Course will be held) and Oulton Park.

Full details and brochures of the 1986 complete training and

racing programme available from— &
i
Jim Russell International oo

Racing Drivers School

Headquarters

Snetterton, Norwich, Norfolk i
NR18 2JX.

Telephone: (095387) 8428 Jim Russell

past, present and
RIGHT NOW!

The world's leading distributox of powersport videos
offers you over 200 top quality programmes ranging
through Formula One and Rallying to Powerboats,
Bikes and Endurance.

Fans of F1 can appreciate not just superb season
compilations from 1981, '82, '83 and '84 but also the :
earlier history of the sport with many great races o
the 50's, 50's and 70's featured in the ‘classic’ sections
of our 24.page catalogue.

Right now wg- offer ::\: the chance of obtaining th;
ultimate round-by-round records of another Super
Season of GP racing — and this year you can even
experience what it's like to sit in Nelson Piquet's
Brabham at each race.

GP HIGHLIGHTS 86 @0 mirs ach) o

SPecially.edited by FOCA, authoritative cammllcr“r“ o Sl

Tlf’l'm vetting on-car camera h;r:ug;::h '!t;?{d Gilo kil
e Ta e

the DOI!?; ;:5;)}:’3 F%ra:;\n::; eagh Chequered flag drops.

Single programme price £24.95 (- p&p)

ds.
HALF pRrICE rmwdeougful;rﬂﬂlﬂ.m““
INTR, c and we give
Yes RE.E\‘J L Brni{gi hlights 3:5 :]ilffu:h:‘; fora nh;.)tﬂr:\Pg:
108 just B14.95 ( pag) rom the eXtestis Lo lanle at

Check
to ‘:hﬂgu:_ :’nud you won't wani

COMPILATIONS - exclusive records of a

DESERVEDLY PROST ~ Grand Prix 85 full season.
New for '85 are commentaries on EACHRACE

by the drivars who were at the front, so you =

hear the inside stories. of every staga of the
geason from Prost, Senna, Johannson, o 5
Alboreto, Rosberg, Piquet, Lauda and Manse!
A fascinating and higlur amusing addition to
the ultimate souvenir of the season.

tory is narrated
gus?:‘:n:?‘ll!;yfaq (100 mins) £34.50 (-psr)

TWO TILL THE END — £34.50 (- péem)
Prix '84 !

gl};f\ I?unaa adds a witty perspective to the

world of FL

G! '§3 — £29.90 -pép)

Worth watching for the pit stop action alone

08 mins)
o PRIX '82 — 52%\90( :\&px
s again takes you through an
?gg:n!;l::kedqis races in just 80 minutes!

START TO FINISH - Grand Prix '81 — £22.50 (. ptp)

To: Dept. 563, Duke Marketing Ltd,, P.0. Box 46, 32 Finch Road,
Douglas, Isle of Man, British Isles. Tel: (0624) 23634 (24 hrs).
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NGINES
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