


As the rest of the world shudders under the weight of a 
recession, we’re back in China – the land of booming 
economies and soaring skyscrapers. Financial woes have 
culled a second F1 race from next year’s calendar , while 
somewhat messier woes culled one McLaren staffer’s 
trainers in Japan. Turn the page to find out whose…



The French motorsport federation, 
the Fédération Française du Sport 
Automobile, has said that there will be 
no Formula One race at Magny-Cours 
next year because of concerns the event 
would run at a financial loss to the 
promoter. Efforts are being made to 
bring the sport’s oldest grand prix back 
in 2010, however. There are six places 
where a French race could be held, 
including the revamped Magny-Cours, 
the Seine Valley in Normandy, and 
four locations just outside Paris. An 
official revised 2009 calendar is due 
from the FIA later this month. With 
next year down to just 17 races, it will 
be a quiet year. Surely they can find a 
way to squeeze Montreal back onto 
the calendar now, and re-brand it the 
French-Canadian Grand Prix. 

Rumours have been circulating that 
Rubens Barrichello will test an Indy car 
following the Brazilian Grand Prix, yet 
moves are afoot to keep the Brazilian on 
the F1 grid for a little longer. Brazilian 
website grandepremio.com.br claims that 
the 36-year-old will soon test a Honda-
powered Penske, possibly at Homestead, 
Florida, and Barrichello himself last week 
said that the “silence” at Honda over its 
driver choices next season is becoming 
“tiresome” as the team waits on Fernando 
Alonso’s choice and considers Bruno 
Senna for a race seat. While you might 
expect Brazil to be thrilled that Ayrton’s 
nephew could be coming to F1, Rubens 
still has plenty of supporters at home, and 
they’ve set up an online petition. At 
the time of going to press, 6,710 people 
had signed it. To add your name, visit 
www.petitiononline.com/181276.

The award for the most air miles in the 
last week goes to photographer Mark 

was planning to come to China, but at 
the last minute decided to return to 
the UK, oblivious to the fact he was 
carrying Mark’s get-out-of-jail-free card. 
When Mark arrived at immigration in 
Shanghai, he was surprised when the 
guard started yelling at him in Chinese 
and then frog-marched him straight 
onto the next flight to Dubai.

Normally accustomed to the faultless 
service and perfectly sterile surroundings 
of the Brand Centre, McLaren’s marketing 
and PR team had an unwelcome surprise 
while dining out last weekend. Matt 
Bishop, Steve Cooper, Chris Leat, James 
Bowler and Sam Inskip were a little 
concerned when they walked into their 
local restaurant, close to Fuji, to find 
several dogs curled up on the floor. And 
concern grew when one of them ordered 
the Caesar salad with roquefort. The 
cheese, it seemed, was ripe. In fact, the 
smell was revolting. But it wasn’t the 
cheese that reeked at all, it was the little 
present one of the dog’s had ‘deposited’ 
underneath Sam’s chair. To make matters 
worse, the team’s partner co-ordinator got 
the mess all over his expensive trainers. 
At that moment, a gang of senior McLaren 
engineers entered, saw what was going 
on and bolted. “We won’t be going back”, 
advises The Bish, who surely kicked up a 
bit of a stink himself with the maître d’.

Before turning a wheel, most teams seem to know how their weekend 
will turn out. How do they know? Sam Michael explains the art of…

Some of the paddock’s more enthusiastic 
outdoor types stayed in Japan after the 
race to climb Mount Fuji. On Monday 
morning, Sebastian Vettel and Alexander 
Wurz made it all the way to the 4,000m 
summit, where they stopped to watch the 
sunrise, having taken three hours to 
complete the climb. “It was a great 
adventure,” said Seb. “When we started it 
was dark, but we had plenty of moonlight. 
Finally, dawn broke and it was really 
special to see the sun rise in the Land of 
the Rising Sun.” While the weather was 
mild for Seb and Alex, Mark Webber’s 
engine engineer, Pierre-Emeric Benteyn, 
went up earlier in the week and was 
caught out – he was forced to sleep in a 
temple while the storm passed. 

FORECASTING 10:00-11:30  Formula One first  
  practice
11:55-12:25  GP2 Asia practice
12:45-13:20  Formula BMW  
  Asia qualifying
14:00-15:30  Formula One  
  second practice
16:00-16:30  GP2 Asia  
  qualifying
17:00-17:30  Porsche Carrera  
  Cup Asia practice 

Sutton. He’s flown 37,000km… and we 
don’t even know if he’s got here yet. 
After Fuji, Mark flew to Abu Dhabi to 
take photos of the official launch of the 
Yas Marina Circuit, before heading to 
Shanghai on Wednesday. However, 
there was a problem. Mark has two 
passports: one with a valid Chinese visa 
and one without. He’d given one to his 
brother, Keith, for safekeeping. Can you 
guess which one he gave him? Keith 

What’s F1 Hot... or Not?
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ven before leaving Japan, I’d already 
visited the Forbidden City. Except it was 
going by the more modern name of the 

Conrad Hotel, Tokyo. I’d managed to get a very 
special rate, thanks to a long-gone very special 
relationship with an employee of Hilton Hotels. 
Sadly, this did not extend to anything more than 
the room rate, which meant I basically couldn’t 
afford to leave my room or open the minibar. 

In fact, the whole of Tokyo is very expensive, 
so when I wasn’t turning my delightful room  
into a pretty good approximation of the smoking 
area at a Japanese airport, I spent rather too  
long in some very sleazy bars. The high point  
(or low point, depending on your point of view) 
was when a very drunk ‘salaryman’ bought  
me a Martini and proceeded to tell me that  
I had “the most eyes he’d ever seen”. And  
there I was, thinking everyone had two.

It’s noticeable that the Chinese have moved 
their public relations skills up a notch since they 
did such a good job of staging the Olympics, 
even if the Maglev high-speed train from the 
airport still doesn’t go anywhere useful. 
And still on the subject of trains, I see 
the circuit train station is still 
tantalising us with the promise of  
a better way to get to the track 
every day, but is still not up and 
running. I suggest the locals 
use their PR skills to tell the 
world it’s not a train station but a 
work of art representing the 
futility of travel. 

I did manage to go out for a 
couple of fun evenings in the 
Japanese capital, but 
preparations for the first 
night were somewhat 
delayed by the white heat 
of technology. This heat 

first made itself felt when, reaching the second 
chapter of a new book I was reading, I realised 
my bottom was on fire, as I’d failed to switch  
off the various options on the toilet seat. Now  
I know what the Johnny Cash song Ring of  
Fire was all about. Worse was to follow when, 
still slightly flushed, I began applying my make-
up. It was taking forever, as I was sweating like 
mad and the mascara and eyeliner kept running. 
This time the culprit turned out to be the heated 
mirror, and there I was, thinking I’d hit the 
menopause ahead of schedule.

Now, I can hear some of you boys in the 
paddock yawning with boredom at all this girl 
talk, but I’ve discovered that some of the F1 
truckies, the toughest creatures on the planet, 
have been going in for a bit of plucking, preening 
and pampering in Japan, when they discovered  
a beauty shop where you could put your feet  
in a special bath and let tiny fish nibble all the 
hard and calloused bits off your toes. Mind you, 
unless they’re thinking of wearing sandals all 
year, thus diverting attention to their feet, the 

hands with palms of leather and ingrained 
grease under the fingernails will still  

be a giveaway.
As for China, it seems my life  

of luxury is set to continue, as, yet 
again, I’ve won the hotel lottery.  
I even have my personal valet living 
on the same floor as me. The hotel  
is so yummy, I’ve decided to do all 

my work from here, so if you see 
someone in the paddock with my 
pass, it’s him, as I’m sending him 
to the track each day to pick up 
press releases and gossip. He’s 
quite new at the job and I’ve 
written a feature story about  
him for a Sunday paper, entitled 
How Green Was My Valet.

From Tokyo en route to China…
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he news in Formula One over the  
past few days has been dominated by  
a handful of stories: an increasingly 

vitriolic title fight, continuing attempts to rescue 
the troubled Canadian GP and Wednesday’s 
withdrawal from the ’09 calendar by France. 
Doom and gloom all over then. Not quite.  

Over in Abu Dhabi the credit crunch doesn’t 
even amount to a gentle squeeze, and this  
week the emirate showed off its grand vision  
of street racing for the 21st century. The chief 
feature of the new harbour-side circuit is the  
Yas Marina Hotel (below) with the track running 
right through it. The cars will run down a short 
straight between the hotel’s two main buildings 

and under a spectators’ bridge linking them.  
The hotel, which will have 500 bedrooms, will 
even change colour at night thanks to 4,800 
LED panels that will cover it like a second  
skin.The circuit will also feature the Sun Tower 
(left), providing VIPs with a bird’s-eye view  
of the action, 60 metres above the track. 

While he said there were no immediate  
plans for a night race in Abu Dhabi, circuit  
boss Philippe Gurdjian admitted the circuit is 
exploring the option of lighting the track.  
“We are working on the concept of it, but it is 
difficult to do it,” he said. “We are concentrating 
more on the aesthetic side of the project. But  
yes, we are working on this aspect.”



The altitude at Mount Fuji seemed to affect some 

people more than others, and, as ever, we were on 

hand to preserve any embarrassment for posterity.
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he Formula One community was  
in a reflective frame of mind when  
it arrived in Monte Carlo for  
the sixth round of the 1982 world 
championship. It had only been  

two weeks since Ferrari had lost its talisman, 
Gilles Villeneuve, who had been killed while 
practising for the Belgian GP at Zolder. The 
Italian team entered a single car for Didier Pironi  
in Monaco; a sober reminder of recent events.

Pironi qualified fifth, behind René Arnoux 
(Renault), Riccardo Patrese (Brabham-BMW), 
Bruno Giacomelli (Alfa Romeo) and 
championship leader Alain Prost (Renault).

Pole position qualifier Arnoux duly took an 
early lead. Giacomelli grabbed second during 
the course of an orderly start (by Monaco 
standards), while Patrese headed Prost and 
Pironi. Prost swiftly dispatched Patrese, 
however, and by the fourth lap the Frenchman 
was up to second because a failed halfshaft had 
prompted Giacomelli’s retirement. Second 
became first on lap 15, when Arnoux spun and 
his engine coughed to a halt. For all Monaco’s 
potential pitfalls, Prost’s third win of the season 
now appeared a formality. “I was trying to keep 
up the pressure,” says Patrese. “I was absolutely 
ready to pounce if an opportunity came, but I 
rather assumed I was going to finish second.”

With about 10 laps to go, though, it began to 
drizzle. Prost and Patrese pressed on, but several 
of their counterparts fell foul of the increasingly 
tricky conditions and began losing control. On 
lap 74, the hitherto immaculate Prost lost control 

at the portside chicane – in those days a much 
faster affair than it has since become – and 
struck the barriers a significant blow. He escaped 
with no more than bruising, plus the loss of a 
little pride and nine championship points. 
Suddenly, it was advantage Patrese. 

The rain had by now increased, and the Italian 
eased his pace accordingly. Even so, prudence 
was no guarantee, and as he entered the hairpin 
for the 75th and penultimate time, he was 
bewildered when the Brabham looped around 
in a gentle spin. “I simply didn’t understand,”  
he says. “I could hardly have been going more 
slowly and never imagined it was possible to  
lose control at that speed. I just sat there feeling 
very cross while two or three cars went past.  
I thought, ‘That’s it, you’ve blown it.’ The marshals 
pulled my car back out of the way, because its 
nose was on the racing line, and luckily for me 
they left the car pointing downhill towards 
Portier. I pushed the clutch and it began to roll 
forwards… and I just had enough speed to be 
able to get a bump-start using second gear.”

Patrese was on his way, but Pironi now led  
and appeared poised to secure an emotional 
victory for Ferrari. The Frenchman began 
trickling to a halt as he entered the tunnel for  
the final time, though, and he ran out of fuel 

before returning to daylight. Theoretically 
Andrea de Cesaris was now poised to give  
Alfa Romeo their first victory since Spain  
in 1951... except that he, too, had run dry.

“I saw the parked cars of de Cesaris and 
Pironi,” Patrese says, “and thought, ‘OK, maybe 
I’m second after all,’ because I knew Keke 
Rosberg’s Williams hadn’t been far behind me 
when I spun. After I took the chequered flag, 
though, everyone in the crowd appeared to be 
waving to me and I wondered why. Then, when  
I got back to the pits, I was told to go to the 
podium. I was still confused, because in those 
days only the winner stood on the Monaco 
podium, so I assumed they must have changed 
their minds and wanted more drivers to attend 
the ceremony. When I got there, though, I was on 
my own. Rosberg had apparently crashed 10 laps 
before the end, but I’d had no idea about that.”

The truth finally dawned on him however, 
and Patrese’s mood improved immeasurably. 
Still, though, there remained a nagging doubt.  
“I was obviously happy to win my first grand 
prix,” he says. “The last couple of laps were 
completely crazy, but it was a great day for me.  
I still had no idea why I’d spun, though, because 
it just didn’t seem feasible.”

The answer lay in the design of the Williams 
FW08, as driven by Rosberg and Derek Daly. 
Irishman Daly had been with the leading pack in 
the closing stages, before spinning and reversing 
into the barriers. He rejoined minus his rear 
wing and one other key detail – the oil catch 
tank, which was mounted at the back.

“I was reading a magazine interview Derek 
had done,” Patrese says. “He mentioned 
Monaco… and the fact he had trailed oil all 
around the circuit after his accident. I hadn’t 
noticed it because the circuit was so wet, but 
finally I had an explanation. I had to wait more 
than 20 years to find out, though.”  A
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pain. I realised I really did not fit when I sat  
in the car in the workshop; it was built for 
Alessandro Nannini, who’s shorter than me. 
However, I pretended everything was fine  
and had a painful season.

It was quite different from the F1 of today. 
There were no mobile telephones. My wife 
Marlene got stuck in traffic outside the track 
while I was talking to the engineers and it  
took her four hours to get in. I was so worried 
that I was about to call the police! It was, 
‘Welcome to a new world.’ 

I had a good car [a Scuderia Italia Dallara-
Judd] for my last race, the 1991 Australian Grand 
Prix at Adelaide, where it rained like hell. I had 
made a wager with Lloyd’s of London at the 
beginning of the season that I would score two 
or more world-championship points. A friend  
of mine was a broker who showed me a kind of 
insurance that was basically a bet. This was the 

he 1989 French race at Paul Ricard was  
a very last-minute first grand prix for  
me. I had been waiting for a few years  

to get into Formula One, with no success,  
and then I was called by Benetton to replace 
Johnny Herbert. Suddenly, Benetton, Larousse 
and Tyrrell had all asked me to drive. With the 
advice and help of Ron Dennis (I was a test 
driver for McLaren at the time), I decided to go 
with Benetton. I was the first guy to be chosen 
by Flavio Briatore after he took over as team 
manager. Johnny didn’t deserve to be fired, but 
what could I do about it? I got the drive. 

It wasn’t the best car for that race and it had  
an old Cosworth engine. My goal was to finish 
and then wait for the new car, and I had a battle 
with Nelson Piquet in his Lotus over the last  
few laps to come ninth. He beat me, but it was 
nice to fight with a triple world champion in  
my first grand prix. I also remember a lot of  

last race of the season and I had already scored 
one point at Monaco. I was running quite high 
up in the torrential rain. You could see so little 
that you tuned your speed to the sound of the 
guy in front. I hit Riccardo Patrese on the 
straight – he was mad at me. The race was red 
flagged when the leader, Ayrton Senna, was  
on his 17th lap and I was classified seventh, one 
place off the points. [Only the first six drivers 
then scored world-championship points, and the 
results were based on the first 14 laps – less than 
75 per cent distance – so only half points were 
scored.] I reckon that if they had not shown the 
red flag, I might have been rich.

As I stopped, I saw Patrese coming towards 
me and, although we were good friends, he 
punched me in the head. This was my farewell  
to Formula One! However, life has contained 
many beautiful things since then.  A

For the third year in a row, the drivers’ championship looks 
like being a dramatic fight to the finish. And speaking of 
dramatic fights to the finish, it’s once again time to vote in 
our annual awards.  From the best overtaking move to the 
worst race, we want to find out who and what you think 

have been the biggest winners and losers this season.

2 Team 
principal of the 

season

4 Best race

6 Drive of the 
season

8 Top truckie

10 Top 
motorhomer

12 Best 
photographer

14 PR of the 
year

CategoriesThe

It couldn’t be easier: just make your selections and send your suggestions to awards@redbulletinf1.com We’re going to keep the voting open right up until the Monday before the Brazil race weekend, so start thinking now!
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And so we reach the last leg on our whistlestop end-of-season  
tour of Asia. While it’s obviously different in so many ways from  
Singapore and Japan, there’s still a dazzling array of things to see  

and do this weekend. We show you a few of the best…

There’s tranquillity as well 
as style, good food and 
entertainment in this city  
of over 20 million people.

With its stylish décor and foreigner-friendly 
service, this is the ideal place to come for an 
authentic, two-broth hotpot of meat, fish balls or 
dumplings – or all three. Prices aren’t high and, 
happily, Hot Pot King (aka Lai Fu Lou) is open 
11am-4am, so you won’t have any trouble filling 
your belly on the way home from the track.

Located in the heart of the city, this bar is set 
within the grounds of Ruijin Hotel, a collection 
of gorgeous old villas with landscaped grounds. 
Wooden carvings, raised beds overflowing with 
silk cushions and a huge outdoor terrace make 
Face Bar perfect for a relaxing drink after work. 
Afternoon tea is served 2pm-5pm daily, and 
half-price happy hour is 5pm-8pm.

The ultimate Shanghai clubbing experience. 
Overlooking the historic Bund (Waitan) district, 
this sleek nightclub attracts the city’s beautiful 
people and regularly hosts top international DJs. 
Great tunes on a massive terrace dancefloor will 
keep your feet busy until the small hours. Open 
6pm-2am, and entry costs 100RMB.

 
This trendy nightspot revives the ancient art of 
liuli – making coloured glass – and opera. Its bar 
is made almost entirely from coloured glass and, 
every Monday to Saturday at 9pm, you can see 
the TMSK ensemble band play their uniquely 
modern take on traditional Chinese opera. 
Unusual, elegant and distinctly Chinese, TMSK 
is unmissable. Open from 1.30pm until 1.30am.
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Georgina Fell

Thorsten Eilers

Nigel Hobe Michela Fabbri

Fascinating facts about some paddock regulars.

22  17.10.08 MOMENT IN TIME
GP Argentina, 1978, and Mario Andretti 
prepares to race to victory. But what else were 
Mario and his Lotus team up to that season?
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