IIIT PolIcIes and GuIdelInes for euroPe
research GranT aPPlIcaTIons
IIIT Offers the following research opportunities:
1 . S h o r t - Te r m G r a n t s
2. Doctoral Grants
Note: Not all grants may be available at all times

Background and Objectives
The International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT) is dedicated to initiating, fostering, and
supporting research in various areas, with the aims of promoting reform of Islamic thought and
integrating diverse approaches in Islamic epistemologies with contemporary humanities and
social sciences. IIIT supports the development of original ideas and methodologies that will
advance the cause of reforming Islamic thought. It encourages scholars to integrate Islamic value
framework with their analyses of various socio-religious phenomena, and to query how their
findings will advance human civilization. Through its Council of Scholars and other academic
networks, the IIIT seeks to initiate collaborative approaches in research that are essential for the
advancement of human knowledge. Islam-based normativity and epistemological integration are
at the core of the Institute’s intellectual agenda.

Eligibility
IIIT invites grant applications from faculty, scholars, and researchers in the areas of Islamic studies
and thought, arts and humanities, legal studies, and social sciences. The proposed projects should
be creative and aligned with the intellectual orientation and objectives of the Institute.
Grant applicants should fulfill the following criteria:
•
•
•
•

PhD holders or candidates in Islamic studies, law, arts, humanities, and/or social sciences
Based in Europe
Excellent record of scholarly contributions
Active participation in academic/scholarly communities and life

If you do not fulfill the above criteria, please do not apply for a grant. No exceptions will be made.

Expectations and Outcomes
IIIT expects the grant holders to produce a tangible outcome: a book, book chapter, a booklet,
publishable paper etc. Grant holders will be offered the opportunity to publish with the IIIT. In
some cases, a grant award may be contingent on the applicant’s agreement to publish research outcome with IIIT. Since 1981, the Institute has published more than 700 books in more than 20
languages. The Institute’s publications are distributed world-wide in many markets and are available at major online retailers. IIIT also publishes a peer reviewed English-language journal, the
American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences (AJISS), which is indexed in several major indices. For
more information, see Publications section at IIIT’s website.

Research Areas and Priorities
While the IIIT supports research in all areas of Islamic thought, the Institute has a special interest
in the following themes:
• Reform of Islamic Thought – Studies that examine integration of Islamic epistemologies with
epistemologies in contemporary humanities/social sciences; case studies showcasing epistemological integration; critique of various approaches to integration of knowledge; placing
IIIT’s legacy of epistemological integration into a wider context of knowledge production and
dissemination; situating attempts at epistemological integration within a broader field of the
reform of Islamic thought; showcasing epistemological biases in contemporary humanities
and social sciences.
• Reform of Education – theoretical works, case studies, ‘success’ stories, and other issues related
to reform of all levels of education in Muslim societies. Case studies on lessons learned from
reform of education in non-Muslim states and societies are also welcome. For more on the
IIIT’s initiative in the field of reform of education, see http://www.iiit.org/reform-of-education.html.
• Social Science Studies – priority is given to studies that integrate Islamic epistemologies with
contemporary social sciences, or social studies that improve our understanding of various
issues related to Muslim communities in Europe.
• Maqasid al-Shari‘ah – emphasis is on linking the maqasid discourse to ethics and ethical
considerations, such as in applied ethics, governance, and social sciences. You may consult the
publication section on the IIIT website to learn more about IIIT’s efforts in research and publication on Maqasid al-Shari‘ah.
• Fiqh al-Muwatana (Fiqh of Citizenship) – develop research that helps in developing Fiqh alMuwatana.

Evaluation Criteria
Grant applications are evaluated internally by the IIIT Research Grant Committee (Europe) and by
external reviewers who are experts in areas in which grant applications are made. Main evaluation
criteria include the following:
• the proposal’s academic strength, integrity, originality, and creativity
• use of appropriate and relevant methodologies and methods
• the applicant’s qualification to address the proposed topic
• the potential for generating excellent research
• the proposal’s relevance to the Institute’s aims and objectives
• competitive strength of the proposal in relation to other submitted proposals
• the applicant’s potential to contribute to collaborative work and projects.

Types of Grants
IIIT awards several types of grants: short-term grants (4-6 months), collaborative grants, and doctoral research grants. Not all grants may be available at all times. Unsolicited grant applications will
not be considered. Please refer to open call for grant applications to learn which grants are available
at any given time.

Equipment, Books, Audio-Visuals, and Other
Scholarly Aids
By accepting a grant award from the IIIT, the grant holder agrees that the IIIT owns all permanent
equipment, books, audio-visuals, and other scholarly aids purchased by grant money during the
course of research.

Human Subjects
IIIT is committed to ethical principles for the protection of human subjects in research. If the
proposed research involves human subjects, the applicant should obtain an approval letter using
the Integrated Research Application System (IRAS) or any other authorised European body.
IIIT will not be held liable for any misconduct or unethical treatment of human subjects by grant
holders.

Intellectual Property and Copyright
By accepting the grant award, the recipient acknowledges that, in case of a fully funded research,
the IIIT owns all rights to publication of same. Written permission is needed to publish the results
of research outside the IIIT. In the case where research is partially funded by the IIIT, the applicant
needs to obtain permission from the Institute before publishing research elsewhere. Such permission will not be withheld unreasonably.

