


Sebastian Vettel showed that topping Friday’s first 
practice was no fluke, with second-fastest in Q1, fastest 
in Q2 and then an impressive sixth in the final part 
of qualifying, trading times with eventual polesitter 
Felipe Massa. It was smiles all around at Toro Rosso as 
Sébastien Bourdais also made the top 10. Elsewhere in 
Valencia, the signs are confusing, and the Olympics are 
still making news, despite the fact that they involve no 
motorsport whatsoever… 



Hirohide Hamashima,
Bridgestone’s director 

of motorsport tyre 
development. Across the world, people have paid 

tribute to the victims of Wednesday’s 
Madrid air crash. Yesterday, Fernando 
Alonso made a personal visit to all the 
team garages to give each driver a sticker 
of the national flag. Each driver will wear 
one on his helmet today.
 

He may be used to dealing with royals 
and political leaders, but Bernie 
Ecclestone found himself pushed down 
the hierarchical ladder on his trip to 
Beijing. Mr E, as widely reported, was 
one of many high-profile guests who 
watched the cycling events at the 
Olympic velodrome. As befits one of 
the most powerful men in sport, he was 
shown to the front row of the VIP 
section. However, when former British 
prime minister Tony Blair arrived to 
watch the action, Bernie was forced to 
give up his seat. Had Blair kept that 
£1 million donation, maybe he’d have 
sat in the aisle.
 

Using the America’s Cup harbour as a 
venue for the European Grand Prix has 
meant free advertising for a number of 
lucky companies. But with the F1 
motorhomes arranged in front of the 
yachting teams’ HQs, a few of the 
sponsors aren’t that appropriate. For 
example, Williams, and not the Energy 
Station, are located at Red Bull Victory 
Challenge. But the biggest mishap affects 
the two teams heading the constructors’ 
championship: Ferrari, which enjoys 
support from Etihad Airways, is housed 
directly beneath Emirates Team New 
Zealand hoardings, while Ron Dennis 
could do without reminders of last year’s 
bust-up with Fernando Alonso. Above 
McLaren’s Brand Centre is an enormous 
‘Desafío Español 2007’ sign. It means 
‘Challenge Spain 2007’.

Every four years there is a debate 
about whether there is any place for 
motorsport in the Olympics. But believe 
it or not, motor racing was contested at 
the Paris Games in 1900. As the closing 
ceremony of the Beijing Games takes 
place today, spare a thought for the 
pioneers who took to the wheel of a 
Panhard-Levassor or a Delahaye. 
Records of the drivers that scooped 
those early medals are vague, but there 
were a number of classes in which drivers 
competed: two-seater and four-seater 
machines, under and over 400kg in 
weight. Medals were also handed out to 
the winners of the Paris-Toulouse-Paris 
race. Louis Renault won gold at the 
wheel of one of his own machines. But is 
there any room in the Olympics today for 
motorsport? Well, the International 
Olympic Committee charter excludes 
any sport that requires mechanical 
propulsion. “The problem with anything 

Kimi Räikkönen is to be honoured in Finland 
by being featured on a set of stamps. He’s 

not the first celebrity to be licked into shape. 
Here are some others who made the grade.

Assuming you’re not Frank Williams, you 
probably don’t own an F1 team, and 
assuming you don’t have a chequebook 
the size of Bernie’s, you probably aren’t 
likely to any time soon. Unless, of course, 
you happen to have 70,000 friends willing 
to join you as co-owners. That’s the idea 
behind myF1dream.com, a scheme that 

began on Facebook as a discussion 
about starting a team run by fans. 
Each member contributes an equal 
amount of cash, and they then set 
about buying a team, recruiting 

sponsors and looking for 70,000 trophy 
wives. And unlike some F1 principals, 
they are wholly democratic: the owners 
will vote on everything from driver 
selection to the car’s livery. It looks as if 
they’ve already got the right idea by 
emulating the professionals: like Toyota, 
there are about 9,000 of them and, like 
Super Aguri, they haven’t got any money.  
Check out www.myF1dream.com

08:30 Formula 3 race
09:20 Formula BMW race two
10:30 GP2 race two
11:45 Porsche Supercup race two
12:30 F1 drivers’ parade
14:00 European Grand Prix (57 laps)

mechanical is getting a completely level 
playing field,” explains Red Bull boss 
Christian Horner. And that is why, sadly, 
we won’t see Kimi, Lewis and Fernando 
racing for their country in four years 
time. Still, there’s always A1.
 

In recent weeks, F1’s leading lights have 
put aside fears of the credit crunch. So it 
came as a shock to find this gentleman 
(pictured right) busking in Valencia’s old 
town. The Honda staffer who took this 
picture listened to his rendition of Baker 
Street before enquiring if he was having a 
yacht party this weekend. Surprisingly, it 
wasn’t actually Vijay.

There’s no doubt about it, street 
circuits are not only convenient for 
airports, hotels and entertainment, 
they also create a great TV spectacle, 
being littered with points of reference 
for a worldwide audience. Our dreams 
of London and New York grands prix 
remain dormant, and now, sadly, we must 
add Berlin to the list of cities taking 
themselves off the list of potential 
venues. There was, apparantly, a 
discussion: “There were some thoughts, 
but we said no,” said Berlin mayor Klaus 
Wowereit. Nevertheless, Mr E told 
Spanish newspaper El Mundo there are 
“five” potential new hosts waiting in line.
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e were promised a Spanish Monaco, 
but instead we seem to be camped 
out in the Liverpool or Marseille 

docks. Where are all the pretty boats in the 
harbour and their even prettier millionaire 
owners that I went to so much trouble preparing 
for? Why did I bother with the skimpy dresses 
and diamante deck shoes? Actually, I know 
where all the pretty boats are. They are stuck 
outside the harbour because the bridge that 
forms part of the racetrack had to be resurfaced 
and anyone wanting to pose in the paddock had 
to get their boats parked up back in July. I’m 
sorry, but a few smelly fishing boats does not 
mean glamour in my book. Anyway, I’ve never 
thought much of fishing. I’ve always maintained 
that if you give a man a fish, he eats for a day, but 
teach a man to fish and you get rid of him for a 
whole weekend.

I tackled the walk from track to hotel on 
Thursday night in a dress, but never again, as  
I was soon being followed by some very scary 
looking locals who could evidently smell 
fresh meat. Admittedly, I didn’t look all 
that respectable, which might just have 
accounted for the unwanted attention, as 
Wednesday night saw me out partying at 
a big beachside night club. For some 
reason, our host decided to put me in 
charge of the VIP area, which is a bit 
like putting an alcoholic on night-time 
guard duty outside a vodka factory.  
I didn’t understand why so many 
people were keen to get into 
the VIP area, until it was 
pointed out to me that 
outside they had to pay for 
their own drinks, a concept 
so foreign to me that I nearly 
fainted with the shock and had 
to be helped outside for some 

fresh air by a couple of burly gentlemen with 
earpieces. I only tell you this in case anyone 
spotted me and thought I’d had too much drink. 
The whole experience meant that I ended up 
going to bed as the sun came up over this 
beautiful city, happy in the knowledge that  
I’d done some good for the poor “civilians”  
in this world. 

Also beautiful is the media centre, because  
it has escalators – a marvellous invention that  
I assume will soon be adopted at other high-tech 
tracks like Interlagos and Donington. I like  
an escalator, because it can never break. It can 
only become stairs. You would never see an 
“Escalator temporarily out of order” sign. 
Instead it would read, “Escalator temporarily 
stairs. Sorry for the convenience. We apologise 
for the fact that you can still get up there.”

For a first attempt, Valencia has to be 
congratulated on doing a pretty good job of 
providing something new in F1, even if some 
cameramen and photographers were relieved of 

their equipment by locals. And today’s race 
could really produce some unexpected 

results. With such a long lap and the fact it 
takes a while to remove any carnage 

from the track, we can expect a few 
safety cars, weird tactics and a race 

that is more likely to go to the 
two-hour time limit rather than 
go the distance. Go on, admit it, 
you love it when I talk technical.

Finally, and still on a nautical 
theme, some late breaking news 

from the high seas off the coast 
of Valencia: a ship with a 
cargo of blue paint crashed 
into a ship carrying tonnes 
of red paint. Both crews  
are believed to have  

been marooned.

Valencia needs a dressing-down…
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Even the glamorous world of Formula 
One can sometimes be hard to cope with.

24.08.08 07



Nelson Piquet led off, setting a benchmark 
1:40.044s, half a second slower than his time 
earlier in the day. It was soon beaten by 
Jarno Trulli, shaking off his mechanical 
gremlins from the morning session. The 
track was dry, but cast in shadow by 
gathering dark clouds, a factor that surely 
prompted teams to put in an early banker. 
Robert Kubica, who rarely appears 
early, went fastest, under 1:39s,  but was 
immediately replaced by Lewis Hamilton. 
Toro Rosso’s Sebastian Vettel and 
Sébastien Bourdais managed the top five. 
Nico Rosberg and Fernando Alonso were 
also going quickly.  With four minutes 
remaining, the drop zone was populated by 
Piquet, Nick Heidfeld, Rubens Barrichello 
and the Force Indias of Sutil and Fisichella. 
Heidfeld’s chances looked slim, when 
baulked by a slow Toyota at Turn Four. 
Amazingly, he pulled it around. Piquet also 
scrambled clear, resulting in an early exit 
for Jenson Button and David Coulthard.

A few umbrellas were visible and the odd 
drop of rain appeared on lenses, but in any 
real sense rain continued to threaten, 
rather than arrive, during the second 
session. The Ferrari pair led away, Kimi 
Räikkönen running on the supersoft 
compound, Felipe Massa opting for the 
soft. Räikkönen edged it by a tenth, 
though both were then demoted by a 
flying Robert Kubica. Next came Vettel, 
topping the timesheets with the first sub-
1:38s time of the weekend. 

With five minutes remaining, Alonso, 
Timo Glock, Heidfeld, Piquet and Mark 
Webber were all in trouble, before a hiatus 
in the action as the participants sat in the 
garage, waiting for the right time to launch 
one last effort. Glock failed to improve; 
Webber couldn’t pull himself clear either. 
Heidfeld could, setting third fastest time 
in what must have been a very relieving 
return to qualifying form. It displaced 
Kazuki Nakajima, who until that point had 
looked comfortable. The crowd, of course, 
were much more intersted in Alonso.  The 
Renault driver was careening around on 
the ragged edge, indulging in at least one 
plank-shredding ride over the kerbs. It 
amounted to nothing; he qualified 12th.

Everybody got through their first runs 
early in the final session; rain still 
threatened, though that threat seemed to 
diminish as the sky above Valencia’s 
America’s Cup harbour complex 
brightened noticeably. With everyone 
returning to the garages, the timing 
screens showed Massa leading the way, 
followed by Räikkönen, Kubica, 
Hamilton, Vettel and Heikki Kovalainen. 
With the countdown passing the two-
minute mark, the track came alive. Had 
Alonso qualified, the prospect of a 
lightly-fuelled run to pole in front of the 
home audience would have been strong; 
without the double world champion’s 
presence, the Toro Rossos were best 
placed to cause an upset to the 
established order. Vettel set a fastest first 
sector, matched by Hamilton. Vettel 
couldn’t sustain the pace; Hamilton 
could, setting a fastest second sector and 
taking provisional pole. Massa came 
around to beat that time. Kubica was in 
with a shout, but could only manage 
third, ahead of Räikkönen. Kovalainen 
achieved fifth, joined on the third row by 
a career-best Vettel. Trulli headed 
Heidfeld on row four, with Rosberg and 
Bourdais bringing up the rear. 

It was an interesting first look at 
Valencia under competitive conditions. 
Renault-engined drivers have been 
muttering darkly about a horsepower 
disadvantage for a while now, and on the 
long straights around this street circuit 
they were distinctly second-best. Toyota 
teams looked good, and Ferrari engines 
seemed to be the pick of the bunch, 
beating everything in sight. With further 
horsepower circuits to follow, the 
balance of power seems to have shifted 
once again.

It’s a fourth pole position of 
the season for the Brazilian.
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ost years, the high echelons of the 
F1 paddock would barely notice the 
winner of the Indy 500 and show 
even less interest in the outcome of 
the CART championship. But 1995 

was different, because the man who won both 
happened to have the last name Villeneuve. 
With several of F1’s biggest names bowing out 
of the sport, it was a time of renewal. Bernie 
Ecclestone was keen to see someone with 
American box-office potential driving in F1,  
and young Jacques ticked all the right boxes.

For maximum impact, of course, JV would 
have to be in the right team. In the minds of 
sentimentalists and pragmatists alike, somebody 
called Villeneuve had to drive a scarlet car. 
Ferrari team principal  
Jean Todt was rumoured to 
want Michael Schumacher, 
busy securing his second 
world title at Benetton,  
but the unseen hand of 
Ecclestone, together with 
the acquiescence of Ferrari 
boss Luca di Montezemolo, 
ensured it was a different 
driver who took a tour of 
Maranello in August 1995.

The Ferrari saga had 
held up many other contract 
negotiations. Schumacher had certainly been in 
the frame and gossip suggested that Damon Hill 
had also, but Hill was retained at Williams and 
Schumacher made the move everyone expected, 
returning to his Mercedes roots at McLaren, 
joined by David Coulthard. The Scot had also 
been linked with Ferrari, but in reality his deal to 
drive the 1996 McLaren had long been in place. 

Deemed surplus to requirements at McLaren, 
the undemonstrative Mika Hakkinen swapped 
seats with Coulthard, moving to partner Hill at 
Williams. Given the deteriorating relationship 
between Todt and Jean Alesi, it was no surprise 
when Gerhard Berger was retained to partner 
Villeneuve. Alesi took Schumacher’s old seat at 
Benetton as the 1995 season came to an undramatic 
conclusion, and everyone drew breath.

The winter of 1995/6 saw romance return to 
F1. Villeneuve was an instant hit, even before 
stepping into John Barnard’s F310. He spoke 
with passion and conviction. He was confident, 
arrogant even, and the fans lapped it up. After 
years of disappointment, Villeneuve might  
be the one to turn it around for Ferrari. 

It so very nearly happened. The F310 was 
quick out of the box. The high-nose design and 

abandonment of V12 power made Ferrari 
competitive, but the car was fragile. Villeneuve 
and Berger managed a string of pole positions 
and Villeneuve took his maiden F1 win, but 
unreliability plagued the team. Ferrari were 
never in the running against the rock-solid and 
powerful Williams FW18s of Hill and Hakkinen. 
Their battle was compelling; Hakkinen tapped 
into previously unrealised abilities and was the 
faster of the pair, but Hill made fewer mistakes, 
and took the championship by virtue of scoring 
more consistently.

But Hakkinen’s time would come. In 1997 
Hill left Williams, the departure put down to 
mutual exasperation and disagreements over 
just about everything. Williams swiftly replaced 

him, finally seducing 
Heinz-Harald Frentzen 
out from under the 
protective wing of Peter 
Sauber. Frentzen fitted 
right in at Williams, the 
perfect foil for Hakkinen. 
With another dominant 
Williams beneath them, 
the 1997 title fight  
was a battle royal that 
Hakkinen just clinched. 
The only drawback for 
Williams was the lack  

of a credible challenge from any other team. 
Elsewhere, things had not gone so well. 

Schumacher had endured two barren seasons at 
McLaren, while Barnard’s second V10 Ferrari 
hadn’t built on the limited successes of its 
predecessor. Villeneuve, clearly frustrated, had  
a tendency to make disparaging remarks about 
the technical progress of its designers. That was 
OK for the fans, enamoured of his aggressive 
driving style, but not so good for management. 
Todt made no secret of the fact Villeneuve 
wasn’t his first choice. By September in 1997 the 
two weren’t communicating and, despite having 
plenty of options in F1, Villeneuve announced 
his return to America and the CART series. 

It was a shame, because 1998 turned out to be 
a breakthrough year for Ferrari. From the start, 
it was clear Williams had fallen off their pedestal. 
McLaren’s MP4/13 was quick, and Barnard’s 
F310C wasn’t far behind, but in the end it was 
Benetton that returned to glory. The Rory Byrne-
designed B198 was too good, and Ross Brawn 
and David Richards’ technical leadership too 
savvy. In the hands of the talented Giancarlo 
Fisichella it was an unstoppable force. F1 had  
its youngest ever world champion. A
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Getting into the true spirit of 
race weekend, these lucky ladies 
spent Friday cruising the waters 
outside Valencia’s famous port.
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with 210 litres of fuel onboard the car (there was 
no refuelling). It could make a real difference, 
anything up to seven seconds per lap time. 

Which is why driving an F1 car in qualifying 
trim was a shock. At the end of the Jacarepaguá 
straight, I really felt the G-force. I turned in,  
but my head went the other way – it was a real 
struggle to bring it around to see the end of the 
corner. I was unprepared for the experience,  
but I made sure that never happened again.

I was disqualified from the race, though it’s  
a good memory. On the grid, I forgot to put my 
earplugs in.  When the engine started I realised 
my mistake, took off my helmet and fixed the 
situation. But the grid had pulled away on the 
formation lap. I had been 15th or 16th, and by 
the time I got away, three cars had passed. I tried 
to retake my place – and was disqualified. For 
the next race, the rule was changed – if the final 
car hadn’t passed, you could retake your place. 
My F1 career actually began with a black flag! 

razil was OK. I remember arriving at 
Jacarepaguá with doubts.  I had three 
days’ experience of driving F1 cars, and 

none at all with the turbo Minardi I was going to 
race. It was over 20 years ago, but the thing that 
still stands out was that in qualifying I did the 
same time as Alessandro Nannini, my team-
mate. I think it surprised quite a lot of people.

For me, it was a confirmation to say that I was 
a good enough driver to be in F1 – at least over 
one lap. I found it difficult to keep going for the 
whole race. I recognised that some drivers found 
racing easy – others, like myself, were better over 
one quick lap. I think I was good at racing, but 
not as good as I was in practice and qualifying.

In 1987, the cars were very different between 
qualifying and the race to how they are now. We 
used one-lap qualifying tyres, one lap’s worth  
of fuel and a turbo with the boost turned all  
the way up to 4 bar. In the race, the boost was 
turned down to about 2.5 bar and we started 

My final F1 event was the Canadian GP in 
1988. I had finished the 1987 season with a really 
good feeling. I understood the car and I’d now 
learnt the circuits. Other teams were interested, 
but I decided to stay with Minardi, which, 
looking back, may have been a mistake, because 
the atmosphere in the team started to go wrong. 

I failed to qualify at Monaco after crashing 
with one of the Tyrrells, and I remember 
thinking from that point on that the team was 
losing confidence in me. In turn, I started to lose 
confidence in them. In practice, I felt I wasn’t 
getting as much support as I needed in order  
to do well. For Canada, I had been 12th in  
first practice, then steadily fell back. I failed  
to qualify. I was angry, angry, angry and told 
Giancarlo Minardi that I didn’t want to drive  
his car any more. Twenty years later, I’m a little 
wiser and understand it wasn’t really the right 
way to do things, but when you’re young… A
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British indie band Hard-Fi have been getting their first taste of F1 this 
weekend as guests of Red Bull. Adam Hay-Nicholls caught up with them
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hen the new Valencia 
street circuit was  
given a test run by  
the Spanish Formula  
3 series last month, it 
was 18-year-old Jaime 
Alguersuari who 
triumphed, despite 

never having raced at a street circuit before. For 
anyone who has heard about his performances 
in British F3, it won’t have been a surprise. The 
rookie, in his fourth season of car racing, is 
currently third in the prestigious championship, 
after leading for most of the season – and is 
calmly convinced he can claim the title.

If that conjures an image of a precocious 
racing brat, it shouldn’t – Alguersuari is anything 
but that. Despite the wind blowing around our 
heads – we’ve brought him to the best Britain’s 
coastline can offer – he’s polite, friendly and 
supremely relaxed. Indeed, he’s the most 
grounded young driver I’ve ever met, but that’s 
only the second thing you notice about him. The 
first is his startling pair of eyes, which lend him  
a gaze every bit as confident as his demeanour.

Here’s what he has to feel good about: after 
seven years, and while still karting, he stepped 
up to Formula Renault 1.6 in Italy, and at the end 
of the season, following a successful test, signed  
a five-year deal with Red Bull. Two seasons of 
Renault Eurocup followed before he moved to 
England – where he knew none of the circuits – 
with his sights fixed on a strong performance in 
the sport’s best-known F3 series. “I knew I had 
enough experience, not to win but to be in the 
top three,” he says. “I had the chance to race with 
Carlin Motorsport, and I had to be here, because 
the British championship is really competitive.”

Two wins, six podiums, five pole positions and 
four fastest laps later, I ask what the high point 
of his extraordinary year has been. Sitting in  
a booth of a seafront café in Brighton, while rain 
lashes the window beside us, it doesn’t take him 
long to decide. Easter weekend, the first round 
of the season, was when Alguersuari turned 18 
and claimed pole position for both races. 

“The car was fantastic,” he recalls, “and 
Oulton Park was the first real moment I felt  
I was fast. I said when I won the second race  

that it was my best moment so far. It was the  
first win and we never expected it.”

Given his speed, and tally of poles, I risk 
asking why he has taken just one more victory, 
when title rivals Oliver Turvey, Sergio Perez and 
Brendon Hartley (a fellow Red Bull Junior 
driver) have four apiece. The response is mature. 
“My main goal is to be regular and consistent –  
always in the top five,” he says. “It’s better if, 
when I have a bad weekend, I finish in the top 
five, and I win the race when I have a great 
weekend. You are not going to win the title in 
one race – you want regularity and points.”

One driver who has influenced this way of 
thinking is a fellow Red Bull youngster. “I like 
Sebastian Vettel’s style,” says Alguersuari, “he’s 
also a championship points collector. He can be 
on the podium, or in the top five. I really like his 
type of thinking; he is a model driver to follow.” 

Another insight into the Spaniard’s measured 
approach to competition comes when he talks 
about the importance of staying relaxed, which 
he does by DJ-ing electro, techno and house 
music, and mixing in his own studio. “Music for 
me is a way of going out of motorsport. In my 
life, it’s not just about racing,” he says.

Alguersuari stresses his desire for clean 
racing, where you give your competitors room  
on the track, and also eloquently explains why 
he keeps focused on the job in hand, rather than 
getting carried away by dreams of racing in F1:  
“I live my life in the present – maybe that’s why 
you find me so relaxed. I know what my goals 
are and what people expect. The most important 
thing is I’m happy to be here. You cannot be 

perfect – you always have something to improve. 
I’m working for my present – the future is just a 
consequence of the present. Tomorrow will come.”

Background may be the biggest key to this 
driver’s confidence. His father, Jaime Snr, a 
former motorbike rider, is president of RPM 
Racing, which runs the Renault World Series. 
When Alguersuari Jnr realised that he wanted a 
career in the sport, his family sent him to school 
in England. “We knew if I wanted to make it to 
F1, or stay in the sport, I would have to learn 
English. So I spent one year in a boarding school 
in Ipswich. I was only 13, so it was tough.”

Despite his experience of British school  
food, and the fact that he commutes to England 
from his central Barcelona home, Alguersuari 
genuinely loves the country. He’s never been to  
a bracing seaside resort like Brighton, however, 
and while he enjoys playing on the pier’s arcade 
games, he cheekily remarks that he now 
understands why the British love Ibiza.

There are now just two rounds and four races 
remaining in the championship and Alguersuari 
is 12 points behind championship leader Oliver 
Turvey. “The next races are better for me – I 
quite like the circuits,” he says. “I feel confident. 
After the Masters race at Zolder, we had some 
great improvements in the car, especially in the 
dry, and that’s going to help me a lot. This is  
my year – I know I can win it.”

One of his challenges on the way will be  
the unusual Bucharest street race, which runs 
around the huge Romanian parliament building, 
and his recent Valencia victory has boosted  
his hopes. So, what tips would he give to the F1 
grid? “The circuit is not as typical as Monaco,  
it’s very wide and there are a lot of points to 
overtake. It’s very fast with lots of aggressive 
braking, especially in the bridge zone. It’s going 
to be really warm, so they have to be careful  
with this. It’s just really good to drive.”

As we head out into the 60mph gusts, the 
thought of a street race on the British coast is 
laughable – trying to walk down the pier is akin 
to entering a wind-tunnel at full flow and we  
give up on the idea. Still, it’s given Alguersuari 
the opportunity to unwind for a few hours –  
and that certainly pleases the cool kid from 
Barcelona who knows how to win. A

Red Bull Junior driver Jaime Alguersuari might not  
be a grand prix racer yet, but, to whoever wins in 

Valencia this weekend, he can happily say, “I did it first”.  
By Gemma Briggs. Photography by Thomas Butler



acques Villeneuve had won seven 
grands prix in 1997 and Michael 
Schumacher five, the Ferrari 
driver led the Williams man by 

one point in the world championship. 
There was a decidedly unpleasant taste 
in the mouth after Villeneuve had been 
disqualified from the previous race for 
failing to slow for waved yellow flags in 
free practice. He was ‘on probation’ for 
an earlier offence, but after racing under 
appeal, that appeal was withdrawn as the 
Formula One circus arrived in Jerez. 

Qualifying was electric. Villeneuve 
set 1m 21.072s after just 14 minutes. 
Michael set an identical time in spite of 
his brother Ralf’s abandoned car 
attracting yellow flags. With just eight 
minutes remaining, Williams’ Heinz-
Harald Frentzen 
equalled the leaders; 
three cars with 
identical times! They 
would line up 
Villeneuve, Michael 
Schumacher, 
Frentzen, followed by 
Damon Hill in the 
Arrows and McLaren 
pair Mika Hakkinen 
and David Coulthard. 

It fell to Gerhard 
Berger to inject some 
humour into proceedings by apparently 
taking to the wheel of the drivers’ parade 
truck to mark his final race and perhaps 
a career change? Although probably 
not, judging by his performance…

Pre-race, the stewards were warning 
the finale should be sportsmanlike, but 
elsewhere, rumours suggested Ron 
Dennis and Frank Williams came to  
a gentlemen’s agreement: if McLaren 
stayed out of the race to beat Ferrari, 
Frank would then move his car out of 
the way to hand McLaren the win.

Schumacher made the better start 
thanks to new tyres. Villeneuve was  
then overtaken by Frentzen. At the end 
of lap one, the Ferrari led Frentzen by 
1.9s, with Villeneuve trailing a further 
1.2s behind his Williams team-mate. 

It was only when Villeneuve overtook 
Frentzen on lap eight that the lead 
stretched to over four seconds, and it 
maxed out at 5.6s on lap 19. On lap 21, 

the pair set identical times. Schumacher 
made a pitstop on lap 22, his rival a lap 
later. The pair were soon nose-to-tail.

That was until Sauber-Ferrari driver 
Norberto Fontana stepped in. Nine 
years after the race, Fontana said he  
was asked to block Villeneuve, but the 
Argentinian’s team boss, Peter Sauber, 
has denied it. Whatever really happened, 
Schumacher suddenly had a 3.2s lead. 

A pitstop for Villeneuve on lap 44 
saw the pair a second apart two laps 
later and inseparable by lap 47. And then 
it happened. “I had to make my move 
then or else my tyres would go off and  
I wouldn’t be able to fight any more,” 
said Villeneuve. “I just went for it and 
braked late. I was surprised he hadn’t 
closed the door yet, it was only a matter 

of seconds before he 
decided to turn in  
on me. But he didn’t  
do it well enough.”

The pair collided. 
Schumacher ended up 
in a gravel trap and 
the championship was 
Villeneuve’s. Frentzen 
endured a chaotic 
stop, which dropped 
him behind the 
McLarens, Coulthard 
ahead of Hakkinen.  

“I got in front of Mika at one of the 
pitstops and the team came on and 
asked me to move over,” says David. 
“Anyway... I was told if you don’t move 
over you’re basically out, so I had to let 
Mika through and then Jacques moved 
over and let Mika through and he also 
let me through... The key thing was that 
Ron forgot to tell us beforehand. It 
might have helped if he’d told his drivers 
what had been agreed. The FIA brought 
out team order restrictions after that.”

It was Hakkinen’s first win, Coulthard 
was an unhappy second. Villeneuve was 
world champion and Schumacher later 
was stripped of his second place. On the 
podium, the uninvited Mayor of Jerez 
decided to join the winners for a photo-
opportunity, much to the anger of the 
FIA president. “We will never, ever come 
here again,” shouted Mosley at the 
mayor afterwards. And we haven’t. A
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fter a Japanese journalist named 
Tetsuo Tsugawa was thrown into the 
air and skidded across the car park on 
his face, no one was left in any doubt 
what a serious business trials bike 

riding is. Frankly, the lurid outfits we were 
wearing were scary enough, but with colleagues 
watching we felt compelled at least to have a go 
at the treacherous course that had been laid 
down by our thrill-seeking friends at Alpinestars. 

The next victim was Nick Fry, who managed to 
pull off an impressive wheelie before ploughing 
into the catch fencing. Then the proper trials 
weather arrived as rain started to lash down, 
and the body count soared. Time for experts 
only: Dougie Lampkin – superstar rider, and 
considered by many to be the greatest living 
Yorkshireman – led a troop of professionals 
across high concrete blocks and jumps. 

Not really knowing what he’d volunteered for, 
Red Bulletin Art Editor Phil Slade got down on 
the ground lying like Da Vinci’s Vitruvian Man as 
the riders skimmed over him and tried to land as 
close to delicate parts of his body as possible.

While most of the paddock’s amateurs were 
happy to stick to the nursery slopes, there was 
a competition on, as American Randy Mamola – 
winner of 13 motorcycle grands prix – engaged 
in some fierce rivalry with the technical boys 
at FOM. In the end, he was narrowly beaten by 
track systems man, and occasional motocross 
rider, Tim Seward. “Second is the story of my 
life,” shrugged Randy.
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A phenomenal gentleman, both 
in motorsport and wider business. 
I’ve met him a few times, he’s 
a real doer. We’ll have dinner 
at mine and Anne’s house – 
Luton Airport isn’t so far away, 
so Roger can land his G5 there.

I love motorbikes, so we have 
something in common there. 
I could show him the Yamaha 
600 Fazer in my garage. There’s 
a natural fit for us in terms of 

what we do in Formula One 
through to the MotoGP guys. 
I’d like to see how he’s wired up.

Former Manchester United 
captain, now manager at 
Sunderland. Roger could teach 
him a few man-management 
tricks, I’m sure! Better go to the 
shops and buy some Guinness.

A legendary cricketer and one 
hell of a competitor. He’d be 

a really good bloke to have 
a few beers with.

There will only ever be one Ali. 
No one will ever repeat what he 
did. A true hero.

It would be brilliant to ask him 
about how to manage people the 
way he does, of all age groups. 
Could he bring a lot to Red Bull 
Racing? Well, it might be difficult 
to get the chewing gum off the 

Energy Station floor. I’d sit him 
at the opposite end to Roger, so 
they can tell all us hooligans 
where we’re going wrong in life.

We’d start with a seafood basket. 
In honour of our American 
guests, we’d have burgers for the 
main course. Waugh and I might 
opt for a couple of  Four’n Twenty 
meat pies with ketchup inside, 
straight from an Aussie service 
station. No need for plates – we’re 
men. Vanilla ice cream to finish. 

The Red Bull driver offers to flip burgers for some of the most successful men in sport…

If Fuji TV reporter 
Yu wasn’t cruising 
around in her 
Hummer, she’d 
like a cup of tea 
at home in 
Okinawa...
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When and where did these four fresh faces make 
their F1 entrance?
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