


After the madness of the flyaways, Formula 1 is back to Europe and the comfort 
of the team motorhomes. But there’s no rest for Aguri Suzuki as he battles to 
save his beloved team. Elsewhere, the FIA launched its anti-racism campaign, 
Nelson Piquet senior received a well-deserved reward from the locals, Alonso-
mania got vocal and somebody forgot to pack their trousers...
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The FIA has launched its ‘EveryRace’ 
campaign, which sends a message that 
discrimination and prejudice have no 
place in our sport. The campaign is in 
response to the incidents at this circuit 
during pre-season testing, which the 
governing body agrees were “not at 
all representative of the thousands of 
people who enjoy a convivial atmosphere 
and the spectacle of motor sport”. The 
FIA encourages motor-racing fans 
throughout the world to visit www.
everyrace.net and pledge their support 
for the campaign’s message that motor 
sport welcomes everyone, irrespective 
of gender, race or background. 

Nick Heidfeld put on a show for staff at 
BMW’s Munich plant on Wednesday, by 
doing a few donuts in an F1 car. Trouble 
was, he got a bit overexcited and left half 
the car in a wall. “You can look it up on 
YouTube,” says Nick. “I whacked the car 
against the barrier, taking off the front 
wing and damaging the suspension. But 
it was only the 2006 car so it didn’t really 
matter. And anyway, there were about 
5,000 people there who could fix it.”

Nelson Piquet Sr was inducted into the 
Circuit de Catalunya’s hall of fame 
yesterday. The three-time champion is 
the 12th man to be etched on the plaque 
of greatness, located at the circuit’s 
Avenue of Champions behind the 
main grandstand. A fan of Barcelona, 
55-year-old Piquet brought his beloved 
64m sailing yacht with him this year, on 
which we interviewed his son – read all 
about it in tomorrow’s Bulletin.

Two last-minute substitutions have 
shaken up the GP2 Series grid ahead of 
this weekend’s season opener at Spain. 
Andy Soucek has been dropped from 
Giancarlo Fisichella’s FMS International 
team, which has been rebranded in the 
colours of the Force India Formula One 
squad. Roldan Rodriguez, who tested for 
Force India over the winter, has been 
drafted in for his second season of GP2. 
Soucek, however, has threatened legal 
action over the loss of his seat just days 
before the first race. DPR has also made 
a switch, albeit an enforced one. Regular 
driver Michael Herck, who’s father is the 
major stakeholder in the team, suffered 
a broken hand in the Bahrain GP2 Asia 
race. He is likely to be out for three races, 
and will be replaced in Spain by Formula 
Atlantic graduate Giacomo Ricci. For a 
full GP2 preview, turn to pages 16-19.

The odds were hugely stacked in Ferrari’s 
favour, but Toro Rosso have got one over 
their engine partners. The two teams made 
a pre-season bet that whoever scored 
more points at the first race of the season 
would win a free meal. As we all know, 
the unlikely occurred and Sébastien 
Bourdais scored two points in Melbourne 
to Kimi’s one. So, on Saturday night in 
Bahrain, Stefano Domenicali dutifully 
put his hand in his pocket and took the 
Faenza lads out on the town.

Jenson Button got out of the midfield 
and into the sharp end last Sunday when 
he and physio Mike Collier competed in 
their first UK triathlon. The Sevenoaks 
Triathlon in Kent comprised a 400m 
swim, 27km bike ride and an 8km run. 
In a field of 253 competitors, Button 
finished 16th with a time of 1:31.21, 
while Collier came 47th. “It was the most 
satisfying 16th place of my career. I was 
aiming for the top 25 so was really 
happy,” says Jenson. “We’re going to be 
doing another one in East Grinstead (in 
West Sussex, UK) next month and on 
June 15th we’re doing the Royal Windsor 
triathlon, which will have about 1600 
competitors.”  

It was a simple question of priorities. 
Bridgestone PR manager Andy Stobart 
arrived in Barcelona with his karting 
gloves, boots and helmet. It’s the tyre 
company’s annual media kart race this 
evening, and Andy has been looking 
forward to it all year. So much so that he 
forgot to pack his Bridgestone uniform 
and was forced to wander the paddock 
yesterday begging for a spare pair of 
trousers. If you’re a journalist/frustrated 
racing driver, there are still a few places 
left in tonight’s tournament. It’s at the 
nearby Kartodrom Catalunya from 6pm. 

Your polite guide to sneaking out of a struggling team.

spin: 

(noun/colloquial): 

public relations 

practice of putting 

positive light on a 

negative story via 

manipulation of 

facts
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What’s F1 Hot... or Not?



ersonally, I’ve never been into all this 
black hole thing to do with space and the 
only time I ever stop to ask myself “How 

did we get here, what are we doing and why?” is 
when I can’t find a cab to leave Jimmy’z on 
Sunday night in Monaco. But now it seems that 
holes are the latest secret weapon in F1, 
following Ferrari’s test of its nose-with-a-hole. 
The fuss surrounding it is less to do with the 
Ferrari part itself than the fact the media are 
getting excited about details of the new nose 
being leaked – an unpleasant image involving 
mucus springs to mind – but given that details of 
the design first emerged in December, I’m not 
sure what the fuss is about. In the words of the 
old joke, “an unexplained hole has been 
discovered and police are looking into it”. 

Back in the real world, I’ve been 
auditioning for a new boyfriend, which 
has meant interminable meals in 
restaurants. What all these boys 
failed to grasp was that, after 
many a job waitressing, I was 
always going to be the one feeling 
more comfortable running around 
a menu and wine list. Waitressing 
also gives you great experience of 
dealing with the weaker sex.  
I remember a guy complaining  
my hand was touching his steak  
as I brought his plate to the table. 
“What?” I barked. “You want your 
steak to fall on the floor again!” 

One potential suitor at least 
saved me some money by flying me 
out here early on Wednesday to watch 
something called the Champions 
League semi-final. It turned out to be 
a football game between the local 
lads from Barcelona and a team from 

Manchester. I remember hearing a tale about a 
player from the war-torn Balkans, called 
something like Fido ‘Animal’ Petrescue, who got 
a job playing for Manchester. Having scored a 
hat-trick in his first game he rang home to speak 
to his Mama. When he’d finished telling his tale 
of joy, Mama yelled: “And while you are playing 
football, your sister has been kidnapped for the 
sex trade, your brother is a drug addict and Papa 
is mugged in the streets.” The player could only 
say sorry. “You sorry?” shouted Mama. “You 
sorry? It’s your fault we all move to Manchester!” 

Ross Brawn supports Manchester United and 
I tell you this not because I like quiz games, but  
I offer it as proof he’s probably much tougher 
than his cuddly teddy bear image would have 

you believe. Therefore, I doubt he and his 
cohorts will be lifting a finger to help Super 
Aguri. Amazing how F1 opinion can turn 
itself inside out. When Honda decided to 
create its satellite team to give Takuma Sato 
a drive, other teams instantly complained 
about unfair advantages, extra testing 
data, etc, but now, everyone has worked 

out that dragging your kid brother 
everywhere only serves to cramp 
your style and costs you a fortune.

If Aguri have to shut their 
doors, it would not be the first 
time that a Japanese institution 
has gone bankrupt. As we well 
remember, the recent banking 

crisis led to the shock news that 
the Origami Bank has folded, 
the Sumo Bank has gone belly 
up, the Bonsai Bank plans to 
cut back some of its branches 
and the famous Karaoke  
Bank is up for sale and is  
going for a song.

Tales of men, menus and Manchester
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In F1, good and bad things often  
come in equal measures…
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YES, I’M AN INTERNATIONAL 
SOPHISTICATE!

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT 
SUSHI OR ANGLO-JAPANESE 

FUSION COOKING?

DO YOU FEEL AT HOME IN THE 
DEPARTURE LOUNGE OF A 

MODERN, INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT?

DOES THE THOUGHT OF
 RUBBER EXCITE YOU?

ARE YOU A FRENCH 
TV COMMENTATOR,

SIX-TIME GRAND PRIX-WINNING 
BON VIVANT, RACONTEUR 

AND DEDICATED GOURMAND?

ARE YOU IRRITATED  BY 
RESTAURANTS THAT CH ANGE 

THEIR NAMES AND MENUS
 IN AN EFFORT TO BE POPULAR 

AND TRENDY?

ARE YOU A JOURNO WANTING 
FREE FOOD, A MECHANIC IN 

NEED OF A BEER, OR A DRIVER 
LOOKING FOR NEUTRAL 

TERRITORY TO START A FEW 
RUMOURS?

WOULD THE SIGHT OF 80 
MECHANICS DRESSED AS 

KERMIT THE FROG PUT YOU 
OFF YOUR FOOD?

THE SUPER 
AGURI BISTRO

 IS OPEN! BMW SAUBER 
IS NOW 

BOARDING…

FORCE INDIA 
FUSION 

AND 
CONFUSION

DING DONG!
LOOKS LIKE 
LUNCH WITH 
BRIDGESTONE 

FOR YOU!
LUNCH AT HONDA 

IT IS, THEN!

YES, I DON’T 
LIKE GREEN

I LOVE THE 
MUPPETS!

YES, SOUNDS 
GOOD...

NO, BURNED TO 
A CRISP, PLEASE!

THERE’S NOTHING 
WORSE...

IT’S F1 – POPULAR AND 
TRENDY IS WHY I’M HERE!

YES, I LIKE 
FAMILIARITY

MAIS, OUI!

NO

NO, I’M NOT

YES

YES, I’M CHEWING 
OFF MY ARM! IS SIR OR  MADAM 

HUNGRY TODAY?

FUEL 
EFFICIENCY
 AT CANTEEN 

TOYOTA

SET THE 
CONTROLS FOR 

2003 AND ENJOY 
CHEZ VINCENT, 

THE WORLD’S ONLY 
MICHELIN-STARRED 

RESTAURANT ON 
WHEELS

PINING FOR 
MICHELIN?

 GO TO RENAULT

AH YES, SWEET

ER… ARE YOU 
MENTAL?

YES, LET’S 
ASSUME I DO

SO, HAVING A DRINK OR
 JUST HANGING OUT?

DO YOU WANT TO GO 
TO A MOTORHOME THAT LOOKS 

LIKE A HELTER-SKELTER?

A MUG OF SOMETHING 
HOT, PERHAPS?

ARE YOU ANY GOOD 
AT TABLE FOOTBALL?

DO PRISTINE, GLEAMING 
SURFACES MAKE 

YOU UNCOMFORTABLE?

WELCOME TO 
THE ULTRA-

PERFECT WORLD 

OF THE MCLAREN 

BRAND CENTRE
ESPRESSO AT 

FERRARI

NO WAY, I’M HERE 
TO WORK!

I’D PREFER 
SOMETHING COLD!

YES, I DON’T WANT 
TO MAKE A MESS

I’D LIKE A DRINK

NO, THE FAIRGROUND 
ISN’T FOR ME

I’LL HAVE A COFFEE

YES, DO I EVER?!

NO, I’M MORE A ‘PEACE 
AND QUIET’ KIND OF GUY

YES, THE ONLY 
THING BETTER THAN 

FOOSBALL IS A 
THURSDAY NIGHT 

HOUSE PARTY!

NO, NOT AT ALL

NO, LUNCH IS FOR 
WIMPS

YOU CAN 
PROBABLY GUESS 

WHERE 
THIS IS GOING...

TEA, COFFEE OR 
HOT CHOCOLATE?

WHAT DO YOU 
THINK THIS IS, 

THE BOY SCOUTS? 
GO AWAY AND 

TOAST YOUR OWN 
MARSHMALLOWS!  

CHOCOLATE, 
PLEASE!

AFTER NOON 
TEA WITH 

FRANK AND 
PATRICK 

AT WILLIAMS

TEA FOR ME!

DO YOU OWN 
A TIME MACHINE?

The complimentary mineral water and biscuits from your hotel are long gone, your throat is drier than a 
    sandpit and your stomach is grumbling more than Ron Dennis after a Ferrari one-two. So, what to do? 

Let The Red Bulletin direct you to the best   place to get some paddock refreshment…
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Everything was new, even just being in the 
paddock, though Minardi were very good at 
making you feel relaxed because they were used 
to having young drivers coming into the team. 
Luca Badoer was my team-mate and he was 
much more experienced than me, so he helped 
me out by telling me what I should expect. I went 
OK – qualifying was pretty average, but the race 
was OK until we had a problem [Marc retired  
on lap 25 as the result of a collision]. I was very 
impressed with it all in Australia – but, like 
everything, after that first race I got used to it.

My last race is a source of many memories: 
some good, others a little bitter. The good is  
that it was at Silverstone. It was 2004 and I was 
replacing Ralf Schumacher in the Williams.  
I’d raced in Britain a lot, so I knew the circuit  
and I knew I could do a good job. On the Friday  
I was very quick, and on Saturday morning I  
was in the top five on the same pace as my  

y first grand prix was at Albert Park 
in 1999 for Minardi. Melbourne is  
one of those races that you travel  
out early for. It was my first time in 

Australia so, like most drivers on their first visit, 
I played the tourist. I went to Phillip Island to 
see the penguins and took a drive down the 
Great Ocean Road. When I finally walked the 
circuit at Albert Park it shocked me, because 
from the ground it’s obviously a street circuit; on 
television it looks like a permanent track.

It was a race I will never forget. The first  
time I saw my name up against people like  
Mika Hakkinen, Michael Schumacher and 
Jacques Villeneuve. Prior to the weekend these 
were drivers I had only seen in magazines. You 
have to remember that, back in the 1990s, Spain 
wasn’t really into Formula One. Now we are 
used to it, but just to have made it back then  
was like a dream come true. 

team-mate, Juan Pablo Montoya, which made 
me very happy. Qualifying was looking good. 

However, being Britain, rain was naturally  
a factor. The prediction was very precise: it was 
going to rain towards the end of qualifying. This 
was the year of the split qualifying session, with 
the first session giving the order for the second  
– ie, if you were quick in Q1, you did your laps 
later in Q2. Everybody had ideas: Michael 
Schumacher spun, was it on purpose? I was  
told by the team to go slowly in Q1, to make  
sure I got my Q2 lap in before the rain fell, so  
in Q1 I backed off… and then it didn’t rain! 

Anyway we had some problems with tyre 
pressure, the car was really unbalanced and  
I had a very poor qualifying when I had been 
expecting to qualify in the top four or five. It 
made the race difficult. My race was pretty 
average and I finished 12th. A
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Marian Murillo
Ana Bermúdez

Carolina Samper Perez

Lucía Martín Ruiz

Sonia López Álvarez
Isabel Ma Mena López

Lidiana Azor

Tatiana Kuznetsova

Sandra Martínez Ramos

Raquel Escobar Ríos
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pain 1975 at Montjuïc is one  
of only three races to have been 
stopped early, with half points 
awarded. Italy’s Lella Lombardi 

made history as the first woman to win  
a world championship point (or in this 
case, half a point), and it was Jochen 
Mass’s only win. It was also one of the 
most controversial races ever run, where 
drivers, promoters and the Commission 
Sportive Internationale (CSI) clashed 
over a chaotic spectacle that claimed 
four lives before it was finally stopped. 

Prior to the race, Montjuïc – along 
with the Nürburgring and Spa – was 
being reconsidered by the Grand Prix 
Drivers’ Association (GPDA) in their 
quest for safer circuits. A week before 
the race, drivers’ representative Jean-
Pierre Beltoise turned up four hours 
late to inspect the circuit, and left after 
half an hour, requesting a third layer of 
Armco over certain parts of the track, 
particularly the quick section past the pits, 
plus wire netting to protect spectators. 
The organisers had a week to comply, 
but never checked the work of the sub-
contractor, who found secondhand 
Armco to top the existing two layers.

Emerson Fittipaldi arrived on 
Wednesday and found circuit safety was 
woefully inadequate. By Friday, the 
drivers were in full revolt, refusing to 
take to the track. Thousands of nuts, 
bolts and washers were missing, and 
Armco could be lifted out of position 
with one hand. That night, a gang of 
labourers was due to make the circuit 
safe, but it was only when the teams’ 
mechanics joined in next morning – 
rewarded later by the organisers with 
champagne – that progress was made. 

The CSI ordered the drivers to  
practise. “We had this discussion with 
the CSI,” says Mass, “and we all had 
this pressure on us from [race director] 
Huschke von Hanstein: ‘You must drive, 
do what we say.’ That was the attitude 
of the CSI then. Of course, I was not 
diplomatic and called him all sorts of 
names.” As final practice loomed, the 
organisers also put pressure on the 
drivers – if they didn’t go out, police 
would impound their equipment. 

Eventually practice and qualifying 
took place. The Ferraris of Niki Lauda 
and Clay Regazzoni were on the front 
row, James Hunt and Mario Andretti  
on row two, with Vittorio Brambilla  
and John Watson on row three. Mass 

was on row six, just behind compatriot 
Rolf Stommelen. But Mass’s McLaren 
team-mate, Emerson Fittipaldi, was not 
convinced. He did the obligatory three 
laps with his arm in the air and pulled 
in, not to be seen again. 

The next day’s race lasted just 42 
minutes. Andretti was nudged into 
Lauda at the first left-hand hairpin, the 
Austrian in turn hit by Regazzoni, taking 
out both Ferraris. Wilson Fittipaldi 
withdrew, showing family solidarity, and 
so did Arturo Merzario, uncomfortable 
in his Williams. Patrick Depailler seemed 
to have hit Andretti, because he lost a 
wheel on the next lap. Two laps later, 
Jody Scheckter’s engine blew, and then 

Mark Donohue spun on Scheckter’s oil 
and collided with debutant Alan Jones.

Hunt was leading, but spun on oil on 
lap seven. Andretti then led until his 
rear suspension broke and he crashed 
on lap 17. Stommelen inherited the lead. 
Just after lap 25, the rear wing came off 
his Embassy Hill and the car became 
airborne over the crest after the pits, 
flattening the top layer of Armco and 
crashing into the wire netting. A fireman, 
two journalists and a spectator were 
killed, while two more journalists, two 
more spectators (including a nine-year-
old boy) and Stommelen were injured. 
The crash cut communication wires to 
race control, so the severity of the 
accident wasn’t known for several laps.

“It was terrible,” says Mass. “First of 
all, I said we should all drive slowly. 
Nobody said, ‘That’s a good idea.’ We 
were a totally undisciplined lot. I drove 
conservatively, then I saw the accident 
and knew it would be the end of the race. 
I won because I overtook Jacky Ickx, 
who’d overtaken me under the yellow 
flag. I quickly passed him somewhere 
else, to make sure, and that was my only 
win. But of course I wasn’t happy.” A 



Sure, the latest GP2 contenders are all skilled drivers, 
but what hidden talents do they have away from the 
track? What skeletons lie in their closets? And who has 
a passion for fish fingers? By Will Buxton

Back for its fourth season, GP2 has a brand new car and a new 
and exciting line-up, featuring some of the most promising 
up-and-coming drivers in single-seater motorsport. 

The series is now well established as the training ground for 
the Formula One stars of the future (more than a quarter of 
the current F1 grid is made up of GP2 graduates), and everyone 
knows just how much is at stake as the 26 testosterone-fuelled 
youngsters do battle for the attentions of the F1 paymasters. 

This GP2 season could be one of the closest and most 

competitive yet and our expectations for some spectacular 
on-track action are high. As we prepare to see which GP2 
driver has the skills to tame the new season’s car and rise 
above his rivals as the stand-out talent of his generation,  
we decided to dig beneath the surface and find out a bit  
more about the personalities of these youngsters.

To give you an inside line on the 2008 grid, we’ve come  
up with a few stories you might not have heard about this 
latest generation of F1 hopefuls. ➜
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Check out our top picks 
from this weekend’s 
Red Bull Nights Out

This restaurant offers a unique blend of Asian, 
Mediterranean, French and Italian cuisine, and 
the chef’s recommendations include Cigla with 
truffles and quail’s eggs, and wild sea bass. With 
dark oak and velvet furnishings, and the distinct 
Asian theme its name suggests, Buda has a 
special, ambient atmosphere. The subtle lighting 
and chill-out music also make Buda’s bar an 
ideal place for your first drink of the evening.

As well as boasting one of the best seafront 
views in the city, Mondo’s restaurant is 
renowned for its excellent fresh Galician 
seafood and Mediterranean cuisine, prepared 
in unique style by chef Ever Cubilla. Mondo’s 
nightclub offers deep house DJs on Fridays and 
Saturdays, and R&B/funk on Sundays. Pick up 
your free Red Bull F1 Guide from the Energy 
Station to secure free entry to Mondo and 
a complimentary welcome drink. 

This club has entertained Barcelona’s residents, 
and visitors alike, for more than half a century. 
With multiple floors for different tastes, Bikini 
now boasts disco, salsa, hip hop, R&B and funk, 
with live rock music as well on some nights. 
They’re even screening the Barcelona football 
match against Deportivo on Saturday. Your Red 
Bull F1 Guide should get you free access to this 
popular venue – all you have to do is decide 
what you want to dance to on the night! 

“Barcelona… Like a jewel in the sun,” sang 
Freddie Mercury. The Red Bulletin couldn’t 

agree more, but there’s also plenty to see when 
the sun sinks below “that beautiful horizon”.

24hr
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Andreas Fuchs
Rebecca Banks

John Russell
Stephanie Fischer

Fascinating facts about some paddock regulars.
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YELLOW PERIL
The German GP of 1980 
was an unhappy race for Renault…
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