AUPITIONS
FOR THE ROLE
OF ALIRORA
WILL BEGIN.

FIRST ASAGI,
THEN HIJIRI. PO
THE KARIATION.

I WANT TO

TLL wine BE CHOSEN!

HER

TJUST WATCH ME,

Y. /!
IT'M AURCRA! MASLMI

You wWonN'T
GIVE THIS ROLE TO
ANYONE ELSE!



DANCE LIKE
THAT!

PASSION!
ITS LIKE
A FLAME!




I'M NOT
EVEN IV
THE SAME
LEAGUE.

< vour Bopy caN

YOUR ROLE,

HELP CREATE (-

SHE'S 16,
KIND, LIVELY,
CAREFREE,
LOVING.

BECOME
THE SWEET,
HAPPY
PRINCESS...

THERE'S
NOC WAy I

STOP
THINKING AND
WORRYING.

CAN DG (T #
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HER DANCING...
HAS CHANGED!

THOSE
MOVES..!



S

WHERE ARE
YOU GOINGZ

srx: Katan (Step)



WHAT... DOES
THAT MEAN?

\

2

sEX: Batan (Shut)

IT'e NOT
OVER YET!

SHE'S NOT
THE sAME
GIRL HE Was
YESTERDAY.

SHE'S NOT THE SAME
AS YESTERDAY?




L¥1--1)

STARTED
TC MOVE
50 FREELY. .,

YEARS OF POOR
TRAMING...

TAKES
YEARS
TO FiX.

OVERCOMMNG
FLAWS (S 50 HARD.

NOT
PERFECT

BUT BETTER.




YET, THE
CHANGE IN TUST
TWO WEEKS (5
SHE'S SO SMOOTH. REMARKABLE.
EVERY DAY SHE IMPROVES.

nee gooy AU NS 7war musT
(5 5TILL
EROWING...

THE FIRST TIME

i T 54W HER!
=
T g .



I ALwAy's
KNEW THIS DAY
WOULD COME.

SHE'S GOING
PLACES!

TO FEEL =
THIS FEAR,

AND THIS <
STRANGE i

FINALLY MET THRILL!

MY TRUE
MATCH!

b0



WE WILL HAVE
A FINAL AUPITION
TOMORROW. ..

BETWEEN HIJIRI
\ AND KYOGOKU,




I'M MORE
SKILLED!

BECAUSE
YOoU FORGOT
IT'S NOT JusT SOMETHING.
SHOWING STRENGTH

OF TECHNIQUE/
LIKE SCME SPORT.
BALLET 15 AN ART.

THE BEAUTY OF
BALLET COMES
FROM TECHNIQUE

YOLR
IT was
AGGRESSIVE, ?ﬁ;gg oF
AND EVEN
MENACING.

I'VE NEVER
SEEN SUCH
AN AURORA!




THERE ARE NO

YOU SHOULD 1< SECOND CHANCES

HAVE DONE IT ON STAGE! (
RIGHT THE

FIRST TIME!
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TOMORROW,
IT's A SPECIAL MATSLYAMA

PERFORMANCE  BALLET COMPANY

SPONSORED 15 PERFORMING /
BY THE AGENCY SWAN LAKE,
FOR CULTURAL
AFFAIRS.

AN

HAVE
YOU SEEN
MORISHITA

YOKOF

{/

&
7
5

YES,; ONCE.

THIS TIME,
WATCH HER
EVERY MOVE!

SEE THE
MOVEMENT OF &
HER LEGS. =

Y-




- M A
HUGE FAN OF
GIVING HER A pooiciira (|
BOUQUET OF VOKO!
30 ROSES! '

BALLET
POESN'T HAVE
MASS APPEAL
IN JAPAN YET.

S0 IT'e HARDP
TO COME UP WITH
MONEY FOR EVEN
ONE TUTU,

T HOPE WE
o\ e GET NATIONAL
HOW WE DO! FUNDING

SO0ON.

WHY ARE
THERE CONLY TWO
PERFORMANCES?
WHY NOT MORE?

WOW... FIRST
ROW SEATS IN
THE BALCONY!

COURTESY OF
SERGEYEV-
SENSEI!

HE WANTS
us To BE
INSPIRER!




Act |: The forest, with
a castle in the distance.
The village maidens and
friends have a garden party
for Prince Siegfried. The
pas de trois and the dance
of Odette takes place.

THAT'S

MY LINE; I'M GOING TO

Swan Lake
(a ballet in four acts)
is a very famous
ballet first
performed in St.
Petersburg, Russia
in 1877. The music
is by Tchaikovsky.




Because only true
love can break the
spell, the prince
promises to marry
Odette before
leaving the lake.

Act |I: By the lakeshore.

The prince searches for Odette,
who has been turned into a swan
by the evil sorcerer Rothbart.
The dance of the Three Swans,
the Four Swans, Odette's solo,
and her pas de deux with
the prince take place.




hatp

WITH SUCH WONDERFUL
DPANCERS, SOMEDAY, WE'LL
ALL HELP TO MAKE BALLET |
A NATIONAL PASTIME.

skx: Zoku (Tremble)

ONLY FPrRIMA
BALLERINAS WHO
HAVE TRAINED
FOR YEARS CAN

\) PLAY THIS LEAD!




Act lll: Rothbart brings
QOdile, the Black Swan, as an
eligible bride. The prince,
bewitched by the dark and
mysterious charm of Odile,
mistakenly chooses her for
his bride, thus breaking his

=g O :
i) % promise to Odette.
Qv o Y

j j six: Wow! Woaw! Wow!
N : 4
e %\
X ) (N ANESOME!

HOW FABULOUS  GOSH! (o 20515 AN

THAT SHE'S ' Ty HER ABILITY
ALSO JAPANESE, S Z TO MIME AND

JUST LIKE Us! A THOSE PRECISE
R P 32 TURNS!

=

AND
THRILLING
PEOPLE! 4

ahO
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Act IV: The theme of this
ballet is “true love conquers all.”
Sure enough, the prince is able
to heal the misunderstanding
with Odette, destroy Rothbart,
and turn Odette back

into her human form.

WATEH HER
EVERY MOVE!




TOMORROW IS OlUIR
FINAL ALIDITION!




I CAN'T HELP
WONDERING...




(do1g) vy xeds

HOW DOES N .
SHE DO (TP \ 37,,, ~POSES AND

KPAS FLOW 50

/) #ow po

]’ you..
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ITS ALL 5O g W v ' - L CANT
CONFUSING! : 3 ; * FIBURE (T OUTY -

T DON'T KNOW y - = = HOW AN
WHAT TO DO - 7, T I COMPETE
ANYMORE! PR ) LIKE THAT?

TwauT TO =
_(MPROVE!

AND DANCE
WITHOUT




/ ‘l‘_ =
/—'- (A
) o LEAN BACK U

INTO THAT
ATTITLECE,

|  comPLETE
EACH POSE.

LET GO OF
THE UPPER BOPY.
TENSE UP THE

LOWER HALF.

RELAX THE
SHOULPERS.




A SWAN, IN
A HUMAN BOPY.

MANAGE TO
CONTROL...

HER
BREATHING

50 WELL; WHILE
PANCING &0

DANCING z
ONE SCENE 15 mone
AS TOUGH AS A
100-YARD DASH!
~,
Y
W
=~
RN g

,I. i
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THAT'S ALL
RIGHT, HITIRL /
GOOD CATCH! -

USE YOLIR MIND, |
AND (T WiLL BENEFIT
YOUR DANCING!

YOU ALWAY'S
LEARN MORE
WHEN YOU THINK!

EVEN THE
HALLWAY 15
COLD AT NIGHT...
BOTTA KEEP MY
LEGS WARM!

USING THIS
ROOM!




IT'S LIKE
BEING BACK
HOME! IT ALWAYS
SNOWS W
HOKKAIDO.

WHC couLp

BE OUT ON THE
ROCF (N THIS
WEATHER...

BESIDES MEFP

KUSARABE-SAN (% ||
AND ACI-SANY

IF IT ISN'T
MASUMI!
WELCOME!




CRAZY GaUY
COMPANY'!

I'M NO
MATCH FOR
KYOGOKU-SAN. &

ENCHANTEDR
BY THE
SNOWZ

IT REMINPS
ME OF HOME!

= HOW ARE
] THINGS
WITH You=#

ESPECIALLY
IN THE
JAPANESE
L—"] BALLET
WORL D,

( HER KINP

7 OF TALENT

PRINCESS

STANDPS SAYOKO

APART.

EVEN
By HER N\
TEACHERS,

BUT THAT'S
WhY SHE'S
WORKRIED,

J) i 4
/ HE TOP :
Ifr?/ EENG AT THE ToP A

OF HER CLASS...

SHE'S BOTH
RESPECTER ANP )]
EMVIES... |

NOT EVEN
y THE BEST
STLPENTS
COULE BURPASS
HER BEFORE,




by

/8 NOT THE
BLESSING /T
SEEMS TO BE,

SINCEITM -
THE LEAST
SKILLED...

SOMEONE
WHO couLp
BE A THREAT TO
HER MUST HAVE
ENORMOUS

TALENT!

yYou GET

COMPLACENT

N9y (worrepz
; )(”O _ECFHER?

¥

H Y rud
L)

BUT WHYZ
SHE'S 50
SPECTACULAR!

HOWEVER,

_ RAVING NO ONE
THAT REALLY
CHALLENGES
YOl

EECALEE
WITHOWUT RIVALS
7O STIMULATE

YOU. ..

ANP sTOP

EROWNG.




MY RIvVAL
ANP I...

COMPETING

ARE
ALWAYS
FIGHTING
FOR FIRST
PLACE!
BUT You
- GIVE ME A THERE AREN'T YEAH.
wo:E;:éTWE&CE RUN FOR My MANY OTHER
GUYS AT THE
LAST TIMEZ MONEY!

TOP OF BALLET

AND

see?
| WE STIMULATE
e/, EdcH OTHER..

HARD.

TILL WE ACHIEVE
TRUE GLORYY



EVEN I(F THEY
RIB EACH OTHER
ALl THE TIME.

MUST BE HARD
SOMETIMES.

TAKE A HINT ANZ
SPLIT: A/

AN\

L

¥ 5B
g2~y -\l

.
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O IM ENVIOUS!
)
THEY HAVE A.REAL

. FRIENDSHIP...

TRUE FRIENDS,
YET RIVALS.




I'LL BE
GOING NOW!

SORRY TO

DISTURB YOUR
e CONVERSATION! Q _
(@ Q y
A ‘ ' /f/

f/f,

211 “'/"\
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¢
50 WHAT

SHE'S 50 & %
HAPPENER ANP NEVER  gWEET... Goop
IN HOKKAIPO, BEEN KISSEDR!

ANYWAY Z

. NIGHT!

SITA
A\
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! WHAT'S WITH ﬁ
THE SMILEZ




/ OF My
~ O POTENTIAL
RIVALS...




SHE'S SO
OPEN AND
HONEST,
AND YET 50 |
FPASSIONATE. C} |

O

IN My HEAD, “
I KEEP SEENG
MORISHITA
PANCING...

Il 1
SHE DANCES 50
ENSELY..
S

&

. veTHeR
BREATHING 15
50 COMTROLLED.
\r'S 1T TECHAIGUE

gf TALENT?

¢ S
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— g ) INCREDIBLE!
T K I WAS HERE
< By 7AM
2 | ToDAY. ‘S'\
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— - by YET BOTH g
)l 1, )L OF THEM WERE
O\ ALREADY HERE! g,
= Al . _ i)
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N v
THAT G1eL ‘é: ) l\
FANCIES HERSELF . - ‘ v THIS 54

FIRST FOR

A7) (T
A conrevpes !I} | { KYOBOKU-SANV!

HEY; AT LEAST
SHE NEVER
GIVES UP!

SENSEI'S

=il
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SERGEYEV-SENSE| ToRAY 15

WILL PARTNER WITH f ‘ oron £
AUPITION FOR

BOTH HIJIRI ANP ' PRINCESS

KYCGOKU IN THE ALRORA,

GRANEZ PAS PE PELX.

e
/?;?/ETMERerf
\ WITH SENSEL
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/j » 5 b A \
THANK ) HEART 15 ;
you, 512]90514;914!&/“) | \

srx: Doki doki doki (Ba-thump ba-thump 6&:—!5}-’:?1})-

GEEZ...
I'M A BUNDLE

| l"’ w‘ r =
IA'IM'.“':::‘

WINMING MEANS

/4
BOING TO MOSCOW! CALM DOWNY

MUSTN'T GET NERVOLIS!



