
Why Wood Veneer Happens To Be An Essential Wood Medium 
 
Wood veneer happens to be an affordable alternative to working with pricey lumber where
craftsmen shape and create amazing pieces.  Making use of this material has opened the door to
artistic styling that could never be attained with traditional construction techniques and it is lower in
price.  Similar to painters or sculptors, artisans working with veneer achieve results that invoke a
greater esthetic appeal.  The attributes of veneer make it an inherently satisfying medium to work
with that places no limits on creative expressions.
 
The Color and Texture
 
Color is an important factor to an artist and the shades available will vary from light to dark.
Shades of natural gold, red, and brown can be found on veneer panels in wide ranges.
Breathtaking visual results are achieved when mixing and matching the colorings.  By using wood
staining or lacquers to alter the existing colors, the end results can be enhanced significantly.
 
An exceptional visual texture produces a great piece of work.  The grains of the type of the tree
being used determines the visual texture and the method of slicing the lumber used during the
production process does too.  How the wood is cut is referred to as "roll cut" with curves and
sloping lines while "slide cut" panels will see a swirled knotted texture.  The wood grains visual
texture irrespective of the panels selected provide an appealing contrast with the polished finish on
the lacquered panels.
 
The distinctive colors and textures of veneer produce finished projects that shine with the
appealing warmth of wood's natural beauty.
 
Visual Rhythm, Focus, and Pattern
 
To create visual rhythm and draw the attention of the viewer, artists combine the elements in
various styles.  Working with veneer, these methods are replicated to create very similar effects.
Book matching and sequence matching develop patterns in a sheet of veneer that are replicated
throughout the project.  Organizing sheets of veneers that have been laid up in these styles
provides a visual rhythm that focuses the viewer's attention on the repetitive shapes of the grains.
Standing in a room finished in a wood veneer, it is easy to become absorbed in the similarities of
the patterns in the grain as the eyes shift from panel to panel.
 
Radial matching is a more complex pattern where wedges are cut from the wood.  Similar to
piecing a puzzle together, the wedges are placed to form remarkable designs.  The end result is a
central point where wood grains seem to meet.  This point becomes the focus and draws the eye
of the viewer to middle.  Diamond matched panels are cut and organized so that the wood grains
run perpendicular to each other to create a diamond pattern.  From the diamond matched panel,
there is no central focal point.  The eye of the viewer wanders around the perimeters of the
diamond pattern looking for a resting place.
 
The geometric designs possible are indefinite.  Patterns can be created in complex kaleidoscopic
designs by mixing and matching many colors.  Various cuts of veneer can be added by a number

B & B Rare Woods Page 1



of skilled craftsmen who can make impressive pieces of art.
 
Weight and Balance
 
â€œVisual weightâ€ is usually a term that describes an object's command of the viewer's
attention.  When the visual weight is evenly distributed, the piece of work achieves harmony.
Balanced images invoke a sense of visual harmony and are really preferred.  Wood veneer
undertakings are fundamentally well balanced.  The styles of the patterns, the warm shades, and
textures enhance a final project in a way that is naturally pleasing to the viewer.  There is an
instinctive appreciation for the visual cohesion achieved with veneer that is rarely so easily
duplicated with less suitable materials. 
 
Artisans enjoy an infinite amount of room for creativity given the fact they have an assortment of
wood textures to select from, can be cut and shaped as well as the versatility they provide.  Part of
the excitement is mixing and matching the panels to create truly remarkable work of art.  The
lower costs, and the high quality results make veneer a fantastic choice for artisans to work with.
 
Wood veneer happens to be an affordable alternative to working with pricey lumber where
craftsmen shape and create amazi...
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