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YET THE
TREATY WILL
BE SIGNED |

OF THIS PEACE,
PRINCESS ALDIS
HAS BEEN THE
PRINCIPAL
SUPPORTER.

YES! ENCOLURAGED
BY LASTONIA HAS
HARLAND BEEN

DURING WHICH
SHE HAS
CHARMED ROYAL
HARLAND AND

NEALLZZ

L/
/

CANS'T
THIS BE?!

LOVE THY
NEIGHBOUR.

BY ABIDING

EVEN SO, TS
BEEN WELL

THE LORD RECEIVED,
LOF YOUR VISIT
COMMAND... TO HOSTILE
HARLAND.

PRIN-

CESS
THOUGH IN ALpis...
DEFIANCE
OF YOUR
FATHER
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CANS'T NOT | F

YET HAD WE || WE ABIDE IN | /

SEIZED YOU s | -
BY WRETCHED ) L

/| ANDTHE /
s & | SHEDDING :

i \ OF BLOOD...

WITH LOVE FOR
HARLAND CANS'T
I BUT ENTREAT
PEACE TO COME
AMONGST US.

I TRUST THAT NEVER WOULD
HE ENDANGER MY PERSON,
HAD T BEEN HELD RANSOM

TO HIS GOODWILL...

;_\:.:{__ "* " | AND S0, THOUGH |

o [\T "ﬂk” ! WITH MORTAL
i [ 50 SHALL

PERIL, IN FAITH
' WERLIE o lVE YU
: TO Us;
[ ReTuRN o COME 5 {
| mHousuNot | “Lastona
L YET PRESENT
l _A AT COURT, MY
SON AND
DALGHTER...
IO e N TeZ
PLEASING IF AN
You WITH T -
THEM HOLD | .
| A ]
ENCE. | / |

THUS SHALL WE | i



FORTUNE,
AND POWER!

% 127’@ {% =y a

IN THEIR
GREED
WOLULDST
PEACE BE

SACRIFICED!

PRINCESS

o5,

—~/BEGI
FOR
YOUR
GRACE,

ALDIS! |

BETHINK LOVE
BE THE ONLY

WOND'ROUS
STRANGE
ARE YOU,

PRINCESS.




WHAT?!

ERINWALD
HAS OFFERED ::

us Ap?!

AN OFFER OF
HELP FROM
ERINWALD ]S
NOT LATE IN
COMING...

DOES SHE \v
HOLD

TION...! |

| FROM

| o ERINWALD) NOW HAS
'y | HAS sHE SHE BOL-

&
LASTONIA | < | w
WeucH (=) | ANE
AFFEC- ‘ﬁ*{ | BOON!

Beh ’k

\ STERED
\ OUR MIL|-
TARY!

WITH GREAT EFFECT
HAS HER HIGHNESS
ORIGELD SWAYED
ERINWALD TO OFFER
SUCH A GIFT.




|
LASTONIA ; \/ > e
WITH THE ARMIES OF

gl - ERINWALD, LASTONIA
. HAS ENOUGH FORCE

7O CRUSH HARLAND.

“ 1< EMI? DOES
—i LASTONIA
ASSAULT US?

A
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WITH
ERINWALD
IN THEIR
WAKE!? 4

/ _ UNDER THE
~  GUISE OF PEACE
DID THEY
CONCEAL THEIR
TRAITOROUS
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THE BATTLE
HuF;g;Ay & ENDS WITH THE
LONG OVERWHELMING

LIVE HIS VICTORY OF

MAJESTY, (| LASTONIA

/7, THE KING! |

INWALD/

LONG

= LIVE HER
HIGHNESS,

.y ORIGELD! e

THE KINGDOM COMES
70 KNOW THAT

ORIGELD 15 &

K| RESPONSIBLE FOR ) '

N 7S vicTory. \
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—
§ : vienar A\ s m;‘ ROYAL
\ R\ - ~ FAMILY OF
y X
ORIGELD ACTS. < BE MY FATE =
el b ) ALSO, r \ AN (
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(%) 7 WHILST HUNTING
# \—' AFIELD, PRINCE

_/  JOHANNES HAS

BEEN SLAN BY

AN ASSASSIN'S
ARROW!

PRINCE JOHANNES,
DANGEROUS BE
THE FOREST.

PEACE!

I BUT
PURSLE A
STAG.




HAST SOME
DISTANT
COUSIN

SURVIVED? |

lm
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YET DOES
THIS ARROW
BEAR THE
FLETCHING
OF ROYAL
HARLAND!

NOTHING...
NOTHING BUT
SHADOWS, THE
LIGHT HAS GONE
OouT OF OUR

LOCKS OF
PHOEBUS, EYES
OF ATE, YOUR
MIRTH... SHALL
NOT RING AGAN IN

THESE HALLS...

JOHANNES!
HEIR TO THIS
WRETCHED
KINGDOM'S
THRONE!

THUS HAS
QUEEN KATAJINA'S
CURSE COME...




S >y WHAT
' AND AFTER ) HEIR AND SAY You,
JOHANNES? AMBITION, FATHER?
ROYAL pRINCE
A HERTO  jouaN-
\ }i LASTONIA'S ~ Ngs,
3 /| THRONE IS
6 / DEAD...
\ [ NOW DOES
ORIGELD N/ |, \ || m™e curse oF
OF ERIN- /1~ Lyf— N || KATAJINA FIND
WALD... l 5% /1N FRUITION ON
_>[<_ GOTTFRIED!
(e N N
W bk _‘ %
// WHERE
/i oot DAUGHTER OF
‘ g KATAJINA...
;Hai#éﬁf, SHOLLDST HARM
SHALL BEFALL HIS
| FOREVER MAJESTY SHALL
| seroreo- 7" SHE ASCEND!
| TTEN.. /M
D f N
«o}\ v W
W TRl AN

\ |

FORTUNE
AND HAPPI4
NESS...

WITH PRINCE
JOHANNES
DEPARTED,
PRINCESS

ORIGELD THE
HEIR HAS

THAT ALDIS
BE THE
CROWNED...




THUS
SHOULD
WE ACHIEVE

OF ALDIS.

THE KING'S
DEMISE WILL
BUT ECHO OUR
OWN HOLD IN
LASTONIA

7

YOU SAY THE
KING'S DAYS
ARE NOT

THE KING LIES
GRAVELY ILL...

THE ASCENSION . -

MUsST
NOT
HAPPEN.

S0 MUST
WE COME
TO ACCORD
REGARDING
THE ASSAS- |
SINATION OF
PRINCESS
ORIGELD! /

!
/

DUE TO THE WAR,
ORIGELD WILL
ASCEND OF A

SURETY.

AND SO WOULD
ERINWALD

CONQUER
LASTONIA.




ALL MUST
BE ABOVE
SUSPICION.

...TO
HOLD
TO IT!

SHOULD HIS

| MAJESTY'S HEALTH
| FAIL, SHE STANDS

AS HEIRESS
| PRESUMPTIVE!

PRINCESS ORIGELD,
) MARRIED TO ERINWALD, |
SHALL VISIT ANON (| \
WITH HER FATHER, |\
\ THE KING?

HER ROYAL
HIGHNESS
ORIGELD OF
ERINWALD!

AND ORIGELD
FINALLY




Sister!




ORIGELD, FIRST
PRINCESS OF
LASTONIA...

[ = =
woe 2.
HEIRESS
( sugie?:o n;w%i » *’/ AND WHAT  FEATURE!
4 ROYAL
| SHE 1S WELL SLITED. BEARING!
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YET E'EN
WITH SUCH
KNOWLEDGE DO
THE PEERS
FLOCK TO HER.

WITH THE
DEMISE OF PRINCE
JOHANNES, SHE
HAS BEEN DECLARED
HEIRESS PRESUMP-
TIVE, NEXT IN LINE
TO THE THRONE.

SHOULDS'T THE KING,
WHOSE ILL HEALTH

LASTONIA LOSE A
KING AND GAIN
A QUEEN...




UNPER THE PRETEXT
OF A VISIT, ALD/S'

GRANDFATHER, COUNT
GOTTFRIED, SLMMONS
\ orceLD 70 KLL HER.

; =T
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AND AS THE
COUGH
P\ WRACKED HIM,
[y soDpHs
_ || BREATH FALTER
~ \ AND CEASE..

»,,..
X
ey

\

THE KING |
| OF LAS- |
| TONIA IS

SAY THE PR ; . KEEP THIS
KING Has |} " / 60 6HALL ~ CLOSE!
SUMMONED | / WE KHE‘;P
HER TO ||| * Xy [ MUM
HIS SIDE. =7 \ ABour It/
» < N \

GOTTFRIED!
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ITHANK |
YOU FOR THE &
COUNTRY T'LL
RULE OVER.

S =
& >
NOUGHT BUT —— — THINK YoUu
DEATH SHALL C —— NOW OF TRI-
= UMPH, LADY
ORIGELD?

YOU FIND! (
é

i ( SO HAS His
4 ver as quick JHEf AL e Rl
f | enps, s0 100 f} |\ el
eace Tile L | DIED THE KING. i | gy UPON YOUR
DESPIcABLE  FRIED, || POISONING OF
A\ M| BT THE kiNG...
A3 UPON :
—_// & you!
":;c,... o ’ ¥ _';‘ > )
T
l//
| AS YOU HAD
PLANNED HIS
DEMISE, A
STOPPAGE OF
THE HEART. A
74
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IT DOTH SEEM THAT
THY FORTUNE HAS
TURNED SOUR...

...YET THE
PLOT WAS
DISCOVERED |
AND

CRUSHED, G ‘

IN A PLOT TO SEIZE
THE THRONE, SO
DOES HE PLAN
TREASONOUS HARM

TO THE HEIRESS

A MINISTER,
AMBITIOUS FOR THE
THRONE, CONCEALS
THE DEATH OF THE

KING.
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\ | ) somnavewg, L\ L
J@% ounsew'es! N =\ THe casTLe ( V1Y
L, LASTONIA AN\ \Y IS OURS! >/
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X WHAT?I 2]

WHAT DOST ') ) YET THE HEIR HAST

THOU THINK? el ACCEPTED FEALTY FROM
IS NOT A {\/ SEVERAL LORDS
WONDROUS ALONG WITH THEIR

TALE? (“’ ...AND, UNITED By |  PERSONAL GUARD...

|\l THE PRINCESS,

|| HATH DEFEATED THE
\_ | EVIL MINISTER AND
‘>3 HIS BELOVED SON.



_ - [ AND THOU
. | /) smaTnorse YOUR
3 N\ _// SPARED OF AND SO IT HIGHNESS, L
7S ‘ THY 1S ENDED! THE VAN OF
COMES!

KING'S DEATH
SHALL T
ASCEND AS
LASTONIA'S

SO SHALL ALL
TRAITORS BE
CAPTURED AND
EXECUTED!




WHAT AN
AMAZING
ENERGY

AYUMI-SAN ©

!

= IN-
<% CRED-
‘ \ | IBLE...

YET HAS THE
POISON DONE
'S WORK...




GRANDFATHER

% 7} AND MOTHER HAS

BEEN CAPTURED
AND CHARGED

WITH REGICIDE...!







e

7~




\ .
.HAVE THey ~ ARE MY g
I BEEN M- _GRAND- 52

PRISONED FATHER AND /
HERE A5 MOTHER..?
WELL? )

N COLD ENOLIGH Yk
| TO SLOW THE
BLOOD.

TO MOVE TO HIGH
TREASON, MY
MOTHER T CANNOT
COUNTENANCE!

> AN
\_ N \~f(\ \



IF I COULD AT
LEAST SAVE
THEM FROM

DEATH!

| ee sare, 1
| PRAY, GRAND-
| FATHER,
MOTHER...

(
\

LET ME

YET FORMY  SPEAK TO
FAMILY ALSO! THE QUEEN
AND BEG HER
FORGIVE-
. NESS....
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W
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\ WHAT A
) HEART-
Y BREAKING
o orosecr | \ EXPRESSION
SUCH UN-
HAPPINESS [
EVEN DOWN | )
HERE... A%
Y m
SO :
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*% VIENA, HER  [if}
S once Lapy-

- =
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CASTLE.

THIS PRISON ;
18 NOW f
ALDIS!

'\

IN-WAITING, " "I. >
= 1o =
el 111 111 =
N\

HOW
WONDERFUL!

T'WAS I

AFEARED

NEVER TO SEE
THEE AGAIN!




AND TWICE
EACH WEEK
SHALL You
RECEIVE A
TUTOR.

you wu},

| ATTEND- |

HAVE ONE |

’(

Il THIs Now  ALDIS...
SHALL BE

PRINCESS

| you wiLL

ME THAT THOU
ART HERE... |

HOW CAN YOU SAY
THAT! T WILL FOLLOW
YOU ANYWHERE...!

SINCE YOu BE GIVEN THE PRIEST
HAVE BEEN TWO ONCE A
SHOWN MEALS A WEEK.
MERCY... DAY.
WALK
]| EmHer N
— THE INNER
CAST OFF ALL COURTYARD
AMBITION. OR THE :
%7 TOWER /!
A
¢ ~)  Your HiGHNESS,
ALL YOUR LIFE
k VIENA, FORGIVE HAVE YOU RESIDED
ME. ‘TS DUE TO WITHIN THE PALACE

KNOWING NO
RESTRICTIONS. TO
RESIDE HERE NOW




LISTEN!
WHATEVER
LOT BEFALLS

us, HOPE
SHALL NOT BE
ABANDONED,
AFTER A i
LONG
WINTER, THE
SPRING WILL
ALWAYS
COME!
[
ot T
’ GUAR-|
Ds!

SERVICES
THAT THOU
WILT DO FOR
US DURING
OUR STAY

HERE, WE [T
THANK THEE.

PRINCESS
ASKED FOR

YES, YOUR
HIGHNESS.




=7 MOLRNING
_ A= cLoTHING
HAVE THEY

( ...AT THE
FUNERAL
OF HER

i oy THE BURIAL
= IS ARRANGED
T THE NOBLES, THE
o) PEERS OF BY HER

THE FOREIGN
COUNTRIES WILL
. BE IMPRESSED...

...SHALL THE
CORONATION BE
HELD AND SHALL

HER HIGHNESS
ORIGELD BECOME
) QUEEN.

PITY, PRINCESS
ALDIS' STAR

SHALL WANE...

LASTONIA AND THE  HIGHNESS
ROYAL HOUsSES OF  ORIGELD.

HUNDRED
DAYS OF
MOURN-
ING...
A

[
/




( ENRAGED ‘ FUNERARY
\ | PROCESSION?
/'lA 43";"‘; \X.\
)4 ' K
( FOR WHAT MY || W
GRANDFATHER || ‘
| AND MOTHER | | x v
 DID TO YOU. /
\ 3 <
— —
L w
3 /lr\\ BUT I BEG OF
_. \ / YOU, BE MERCIFLL
'~ AND SPARE THEIR

LIVES.

iy T

HOW WAS (

OF OUR
FATHER?

THE BURIAL, CLOTHES You

I THANK You
FOR THE
MOURNING

ORIGELD...

I HOPE HE
HAD A
SERENE
EXPRESSION.




MY AFFECTION I WILL DO
FOR YOU, WHO |bssmsnsss>  WHATEVER I
ARE MY ONLY | faess o 0T o o

|1 sisTERIs L aees | e To vou.
UNCHANGED. A

MY AFFECTION
AND SINCERITY

IN THE NAME OF
GOD T DECLARE (2=
MY DESIRE TO &@
SUPPORT YO,

SISTER. ‘
=

| » FDEER;\IIENT
I \
\\\\\w 77//




BEING
IGNORED |5
ALSO A
SUFFERING!

\

-

DAY AFTER DAY,

ALWAYS ON THE OTHER
SIDE OF THESE |
BARS IS THE SAMRmE'

PASSAGE.

T WONDER

THERE IS ionoe
NO ANSWER  LIADPENING.
HIGHNESS

ORIGELD.

L
/.
\
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N

FOR YouU
IT MUST
HARDER.

/ VIENA!. | LETTERS...!

SINGLE
FOR

o] W2
HIGHNESS. %
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/  WHATIS
[ HAPPENING? f
| THE RAVENS

MAKE MORE @

'
'
B ——

| IN LARGE
7 NUMBER OVER
| THE CITY THEY







