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IT IS TIME TO REWRITE MODERN HISTORY 
BY 

OSAHON GODWIN ODUWARE 

 

NB: Copy link(s) to the browser address bar if NOT displaying upon click:  

 

https://www.docdroid.net/Rd4jept/countries-biblical-names-merged-pdf   

From the link above and details from links in the REFERENCE section, knowing the modern 

names of countries linked to events in the bible gives a better understanding to questions asked 

over the years and clarifies several seemingly scientific and historical mysteries. 

 

An understanding that things about Queen Esther, Mordecai and the Jews who were to be 

wiped out occurred in the region of India speak volumes. 

Also, knowing that England today were the same Ephraim in bible days is remarkable. The 

statement "Ephraim is joined to Idols..."  in the bible makes us understand a remarkable 

turning point in their history. 

Furthermore, knowing that the United States of America (USA) is Manasseh in bible days gives 

an insight into the foundational relationship between England (Ephraim) and the USA 

(Manasseh). 

 

It is intriguing to know that various disputed territories in the world today (especially the Middle 

East) were NOT disputed but rather vacant lands when it was promised to Abraham (Ibrahim 

in the Qur'an), mapped out by Moses (Musa in the Qur'an) and delivered by His successor, 

Joshua, to the 12 tribes (sons) of Israel (Jacob) and their respective descendants. 

It is important to note that the active people in these, Abraham/Ibrahim and 

Moses/Musa, are both referred to in the Qur'an and the Bible. 

 

Prior to the time of Jesus, territories were conquered from the founding fathers of the land and 

reconquered mainly through wars. However, during the time of Jesus on earth, CIVIL LAW 

which was established by the ruling (reigning) Roman Government/Empire brought an end 

to these ways of obtaining territories. 

 

From bible history and other historical facts in the link(s) below, we can further understand the 

extent the Apostles (and their converts) labored sacrificially in ensuring that several nations, 

who had deviated from the customs established by the founding fathers of the land (see link 

above), WILLINGLY turned from their evil ways to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ. 
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E.g. major cities in Turkey and other countries (Corinth in Greece, Philippi, etc.) WILLINGLY 

accepted the gospel presented by the Apostles (backed by miraculous signs in the name of 

Jesus). 

 

It is important to note that territories during this period were obtained by following the 

established laws as the Apostles' spread of the gospel focused on people turning from 

their ungodly/evil ways and was NOT accompanied with forceful possession of 

lands/territories.  

 

We can understand from evidences in the links in the reference section that things Jesus 

foretold His disciples (wars, nations/kingdoms rising against other nations/kingdoms, great 

persecution of the Jews, etc.) has defined the world we live in today. 

 

It is time for our enlightened generation to put historical facts together in order to fill the 

seemingly missing gaps in the world history today and attempt to rewrite modern history which 

is agreed to be altered.  

Shalom! 
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Countries and Their Biblical Names

Originally Presented by - The Worldwide Church of GodOriginally Presented by - The Worldwide Church of God

Italy, South Javan & Canaan Yugoslavia Elam

Country Biblical Name Country Biblical Name
Afghanistan Joktan Japan Gomer
Alaska Tiras Jordan Ammon & Moab
Albania Lud Kashmir Joktan
Arabia Ishmael Korea Gomer & Magog
Argentina Tarshish & Tiras Laos Gomer
Austria Asshur Latvia Letushim [Keturah]
Austrailia Ephraim Lebanon Uz
Belgium Asher Liberia Phut
Bhutan Gomer Libya Ishmael & Mizraim
Bolivia Tarshish & Tiras Lithuania Letushim [Keturah]
Brazil Tarshish & Tiras & Phut Maldine Islands Cush
Bulgaria Elam Malta Canaan
Burma Gomer Manchuria Gog & Magog
Cambodia Gomer Mexico Tarshish & Tiras
Chile Tiras Mongolia Gog & Magog
China Gog & Magog Nepal Gomer
Columbia Tarshish & Tiras Netherlands Zebulun
Costa Rica Tarshish Nicaragua Tarshish & Tiras
Crete Caphtor Norway Benjamin
Cuba Tarshish Pakistan Joktan
Czechoslovakia Elam Southern Ishmael
Danmark Dan & Judah Panama Tarshish & Tiras
Dominican Republic Phut Philippines Gomer
Ecuador Tiras Poland Elam
Egypt Mizraim & Pathrusim Polynesia Tiras
England Ephraim Portugal javan
Eritrea Cush South Canaan
Estonia Letushim [Keturah] Rumania Chaldeans
Ethiopia Cush Rhodes Javan
Finland Issachar Russia, Great Tubal & Meshech
France Reuben North Siberia Togarmah
Germany Asshur [Central & Southern] White Russia Rosh
Ghanna Caanan Ukraine Madia
Greece Javan Georgia Lud
Guatemala Tarshish Azarbaiddzhan Aram
Guinea Mizraim & Phut Armenia Aram
Haiti Phut Moldavia Madia
Honduras Tiras Salvador Tarshish
Hungary Keturah Sicily Parts of Canaan
Iceland Benjamin Spain, North North Chaldeans
India Cush & Phut Spain, South South Canaan & Javan

Brahmins Persians Sudan Canaan, Cush, Phut, Mizrain
North Joktan Sweden Naphtali
South Ishmael Switzerland Gad

Indo-China Gomar Syria Uz [Aram]
Indonesian Islands Gomar Tadzhik Joktan
Iran Persians Thailand Gomer & Sakai
Iraq Aram & Ishmael Tibet Gomer
Ireland Dan Tunisia Ishmael, Canaan, Lud
Israel Judah Turkey Esau [Edom]

Non-Jewish Mizraim United States Manasseh
South Palestine Philistines Uruguay Tarshish & Tiras

Italy, North Chaldeans Vietnahm Gomer



List of nations
mentioned in the
Bible
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A list of nations mentioned in the Bible.
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Arabia[1]

Armenia[2] (in the King James Version),
or the "Land of Ararat"[3] (in other
translations)

Province of Asia[4] (modern Turkey)

Assyria[5]

Babylon[6] (modern Iraq)

Bashan[7]

Kingdom of Cappadocia[8]

Crete[9]

A

B

C

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pre-Islamic_Arabia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Armenia
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Croatia (Dalmatia)[10]

Cyprus[11]

Edom (various times)[12]

Egypt (numerous times, notably in the
Book of Exodus and Jesus childhood)

Ethiopia[13][14]

Gaul[15] (modern France). Only found
within the deuterocanonical First Book
of Maccabees which is found in the
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox bibles.

E

G

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croatia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dalmatia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edom
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Exodus
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ_Child
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaul
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deuterocanonical
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Book_of_Maccabees


Gog (various times, mainly in the
Prophets)

Greece[16] (numerous times, many of
Letters of Paul are to cities found in
modern Greece)

India[17]

Land of Israel (numerous times)

Italy[18]

Jordan[19] (Referring to the Jordan river)

Kingdom of Judah[20]

Province of Judah[21]
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https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gog_and_Magog
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nevi%27im
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Letters_of_Paul
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_of_Israel
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jordan
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jordan_river
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Judah
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Province_of_Judah


Kingdom of Kush[22]

Lebanon (numerous times, mainly
referring to the cedar of Lebanon)[23]

Libya[24][8]

Lydia[25]

Macedonia[26]

Malta (Paul shipwrecked on the coast of
Malta.)[27]

Median Empire[28]

Mesopotamia[8]
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https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Kush
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanon
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cedar_of_Lebanon
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libya
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lydia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Macedonia_(region)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malta
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_the_Apostle
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Median_Empire
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesopotamia


Persia[29]

Kingdom of Pontus[8]

The Philippines mentioned as Ophir[30]

Ancient Rome[8]

Samaria[31] (Kingdom of Israel
(Samaria))[32]

Sheba[33] (in connection to the Queen of
Sheba)

Spain[34]
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https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Persia
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Pontus
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ophir
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Rome
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaria
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Israel_(Samaria)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheba
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_of_Sheba
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain


Syria[35] (Also refereed to as Aram[36])

1. 1 Kings 10:15  2 Chronicles 9:14
Jeremiah 25:24  Ezekiel 27:21
Galatians 4:25

2. 2 Kings 19:37Isaiah 37:38

3. 2 Kings 19:37  Isaiah 37:38

4. 2 Corinthians 1:8

5. Isaiah 19:23

6. 2 Kings 24:1

7. Numbers 32:33

8. Acts 2:9–11

9. Titus 1:5
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10. 2 Timothy 4:10

11. Acts 15:39

12. Numbers 33:37

13. Esther 1:1

14. Acts 8:27

15. 1 Maccabees 8:2

16. Zechariah 9:13  Acts 20:2

17. Esther 1:1

18. Hebrews 13:24

19. 2 Chronicles 4:17

20. 2 Kings 21:12

21. Ezra 5:8

22. Isaiah 11:11

23. Isaiah 60:13
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24. Ezekiel 30:5

25. 1 Maccabees 8:8

26. Acts 16:9–10

27. Acts 28:1–10

28. Esther 1:18

29. Ezekiel 38:5

30. 1 Kings 10:11 Hiram’s fleet, which
carried gold from Ophir, also brought
from Ophir a very large quantity of fine
timber and precious gems.

31. 1 Kings 13:32

32. 1 Kings 22:51

33. 1 Kings 10:1  2 Chronicles 9:1

34. Romans 15:24
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While the main Biblical place names like
Jerusalem, Athens, Damascus, Alexandria,
Babylon and Rome have been used for
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centuries, some might have changed
through the years.

Old Testament



Biblical name Mentioned in Present name Province/Region
Country
Name

Ai[1] Joshua 7:2
Khirbet Haiy;[2] or Deir
Dibwan (Et-Tell)[3]

Ramallah and al-
Bireh Governorate

Palestinian
territories

Almon[4] Joshua 21:18 Khirbet Almit[5] Palestinian
territories

Baal-shalisha[6] II Kings 4:42 Kh. Sirisia[7] Salfit Governorate
Palestinian
territories

Babylon
Jeremiah 50:1 -
50:46

Borsippa;[8] others say
Hillah[9] Babil Governorate Iraq

Beth-anath[10] Joshua 19:38;
Judges 1:33

Bi'ina[11] Northern District Israel

Beth Arbel[12] Hosea 10:14 Irbid[13] Irbid Governorate Jordan

Beth El[14] Genesis 28:19; I
Kings 12:29

Beitin[15] and Beth El
Ramallah and al-
Bireh Governorate

Palestinian
territories

Beth-tappuah[16] Joshua 15:53 Taffuh[17] Hebron
Governorate

Palestinian
territories

Bozrah[18] Amos 1:12 Bouseira[19] Tafilah Governorate Jordan

Chezib[20] Genesis 38:5
Khirbet esh Sheikh
Ghazy[21] Jerusalem District Israel

Cuthah[22] II Kings 17:24 Tell Ibrahim[23] Babil Governorate Iraq

Dedan[24] Ezekiel 38:13 AlUla[25] Al Madinah Region
Saudi
Arabia

Ecbatana[26] Ezra 6:2 Hamadan[27] Hamadan Province Iran

Elim[28] Exodus 16:1 Wadi Gharandel[29] South Sinai
Governorate

Egypt

En-gannim[30] Joshua 19:21 Jenin[31] Jenin Governorate
Palestinian
territories

Erech[32] Genesis 10:10 Uruk[33] Al Muthanna
Governorate

Iraq

Eshtemoa[34] Joshua 21:14 as-Samu[35][36] Hebron
Governorate

Palestinian
territories
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Etam[37] II Chronicles
11:6

Solomon's Pools[38][39] Bethlehem
Governorate

Palestinian
territories

Gath Joshua 13:3 Ramla[40][41] Central District Israel

Gath-hepher
(Gittahhepher)[42]

Joshua 19:13; 2
Kings 14:25

Gob'batha of
Sepphoris[43] Northern District Israel

Gerar[32] Genesis 10:19 Haluza[44] Southern District Israel

Gibeah[45] Joshua 18:28
Tell el-Fūl (?) or Al Jib
(?)[46]

Jerusalem
Governorate

Palestinian
territories

Giloh[47] Joshua 15:51
Beit Jala[48][49] and
Giloh

Bethlehem
Governorate

Palestinian
territories

Gozan[50] I Chronicles
5:26

Tell Halaf
Al Hasakah
Governorate

Syria

Hali[51] Joshua 19:25 Adi[52] Northern District Israel

Harosheth
Haggoyim[53] Judges 4:13 El Ahwat[54] Haifa District Israel

Hamath[55] II Samuel 8:9 Hama[56] Hama Governorate Syria

Hammath[57] Joshua 19:35 Tiberias[58] Northern District Israel

Hapharaim[59] Joshua 19:19 eṭ Ṭaiyibeh[60] Northern District Israel

Hazezon-tamar[61] Genesis 14:7 Ein Gedi[62] Southern District Israel

Hukok[63] Joshua 19:34 Yaquq[64] Northern District Israel

Ible'am[65] Joshua 17:11 Khirbet Yebla[66] Northern District Israel

Iron Joshua 19:38 Yaroun[67] Nabatieh
Governorate

Lebanon

Jezreel[68] I Kings 18:45 Zir'in[69] and Jezreel Northern District Israel

Jaffo[70] Jonah 1:3 Jaffa[71] and Jaffo Tel Aviv District Israel

Kadesh[72] Numbers 20:1 Petra[73] Ma'an Governorate Jordan

Kadesh-barnea[74] Deuteronomy
1:2

Tell el-Qudeirat[75] Sinai Peninsula Egypt

Kedesh-naphtali[53] Judges 4:6 Kedesh[76] Northern District Israel

Kir of Moab[77] Isaiah 15:1 Al Karak[78] Karak Governorate Jordan
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Kiriath-Jearim Joshua 9:17 Abu Ghosh[79] Jerusalem District Israel

Kitron[80] Judges 1:30 Sepphoris[81] Northern District Israel

Laish/Leshem[82][83] Judges 18:29 &
Joshua 19:47

Tel Dan (Banias)[84] Northern District Israel

Medeba[85][86] Numbers 21:30
& Joshua 13:9

Madaba[87] Madaba
Governorate

Jordan

Nephtoah[88] Joshua 15:9 Lifta[89][90] Jerusalem District Israel

No Ezekiel 30:14 Alexandria[91] Alexandria
Governorate

Egypt

No-
amon/Thebes[92][93]

Ezekiel30:16 &
Nahum 3:8

Luxor Luxor Governorate Egypt

Noph Isaiah 19:13 Memphis[94][95] Giza Governorate Egypt

On/Awen[96] Genesis 46:20 Ayn Shams[97] Cairo Governorate Egypt

Ono
I Chronicles
8:12

Or Yehuda[98] Central District Israel

Ophir 1 kings 10:22 kerala[99] South india India

Ophrah[100] Joshua 18:23 Taybeh[101] Ramallah and al-
Bireh Governorate

Palestinian
territories

Pi-
beseth/Bubastis[92] Ezekiel 30:17 Tell Basta[102] Al Sharqia

Governorate
Egypt

Qiryat Arba[103] Joshua 14:15
Hebron[104] and Qiryat
Arba

Hebron
Governorate

Palestinian
territories

Pirathon[105] Judges 12:15 Fara'ata[106] Qalqilya
Governorate

Palestinian
territories

Rabbah[107] Joshua 15:60 Rebbo[nb 1] Jerusalem District Israel

Rabbah[18] Amos 1:14 Amman[110] Amman
Governorate

Jordan

Ramah[111] Joshua 18:25 Er-Ram[112][113] Jerusalem
Governorate

Palestinian
territories

Rakkath Joshua 19:35 Tiberias[114] Northern District Israel

Sarepta[115][116] I Kings 17:9 & Sarafand Southern Lebanon
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Obadiah 20 Governorate

Seba (Saba)[117] Psalm 72:10 Meroë[118] River Nile
Governorate

Sudan

Sheba[119] I Kings 10:1 Ma'rib[120] Ma'rib Governorate Yemen

Shechem Genesis 12:6
Nablus[121] and
Shechem

Nablus
Governorate

Palestinian
territories

Shiloah[122] Isaiah 8:6 Silwan
Jerusalem
Governorate

Shomron (Samaria) I Kings 16:24
Sebaste[123] and
Shomron

Nablus
Governorate

Palestinian
territories

Shunem[124] II Kings 4:8;
Joshua 19:18

Sulam[125] Northern District Israel

Sin/Pelusium[92] Ezekiel 30:15 Tell el Farama[126] North Sinai
Governorate

Egypt

Socoh[127] Joshua 15:35 Kh. Shuweika[128] Jerusalem District Israel

Succoth[129] Joshua 13:27 /
Genesis 33:17

Deir Alla[130][131] Balqa Governorate Jordan

Susa[132] Nehemiah 1:1 Shush[133] Khūzestān
Province

Iran

Syene[92][134] Ezekiel 29:10 &
30:6

Aswan[135] Aswan
Governorate

Egypt

Tadmor[136] II Chronicles 8:4 Palmyra[137][138] Homs Governorate Syria

Tahpanhes[139] Jeremiah 44:1 Tell Defenneh[140] Dakahlia
Governorate

Egypt

Timnah[141] Judges 14:1
Khirbet Tibneh[142] and
Timnah

Jerusalem District Israel

Timnath-heres[143] Joshua 19:50
Khirbet Tibnah,[144]

others say Kifl
Haris[145][146]

Ramallah and al-
Bireh
Governorate[147]

Palestinian
territories

Tirzah[148]

Song of Songs
6:4; Joshua
12:24

Talluza[149] Nablus
Governorate

Palestinian
territories
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Ur[150][151] Genesis 11:31 &
Nehemiah 9:7

Tell el Muqayyar Dhi Qar
Governorate

Iraq

Zaphon[129] Joshua 13:27 Amathus[152] Jordan

Zephathah
(Zephath)[153]

II Chronicles
14:10

Tell es-Safi Southern District Israel

Ziddim Joshua 19:35 Hittin[154] Northern District Israel

Zoan[155] Numbers 13:22 Tanis[156] Al Sharqia
Governorate

Egypt

Zorah[157] Joshua 15:33 Sar'a[158][159] Jerusalem District Israel

New Testament
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Biblical
name

Mentioned in Present name Province/Region
Country
Name

Country
Flag

Adramyttium Acts 27:2 Burhaniye Balıkesir Province Turkey

Antioch Acts 11:26 Antakya[160] Hatay Province Turkey

Aphek Acts 23:31
Rosh
HaAyin[161] Central District Israel

Assos Acts 20:13 Behramkale[162] Çanakkale Province Turkey

Attalia Acts 14:25 Antalya[163] Antalya Province Turkey

Berea Acts 17:10-13 Veria Imathia Greece

Cauda Acts 27:16 Gavdos Chania Greece

Cenchrea Romans 16:1 Kechries Korinthía Greece

Cyrene Acts 13:1 Shahhat Jabal al Akhdar Libya

Gerasa
Mark 5:1 & Luke
8:26

Gergesa[164] Northern District Israel

Iconium Acts 14:1 Konya Konya Province Turkey

Lydda Acts 9:32 Lod[165] Central District Israel

Lystra Acts 14:8 Klistra[166] Konya Province Turkey

Mitylene Acts 20:14 Mytilene[167] Lesbos Greece

Myra Acts 27:5 Demre[168] Antalya Province Turkey

Neapolis Acts 16:11 Kavala[169] Eastern Macedonia
and Thrace

Greece

Nicopolis Titus 3:12 Preveza[170] Epirus Greece

Pergamum Revelation 2:12 Bergama İzmir Province Turkey

Philadelphia Revelation 3:7 Alaşehir[171] Manisa Province Turkey

Philippi
Acts 16:12 &
Philippians

Filippoi
Eastern Macedonia
and Thrace

Greece

Ptolemais Acts 21:7 Acre Northern District Israel

Puteoli Acts 28:13 Pozzuoli Campania Italy

Rhegium Acts 28:13
Reggio
Calabria

Calabria Italy
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Sardis Revelation 3:1 Sartmustafa Manisa Province Turkey

Smyrna Revelation 2:8 İzmir İzmir Province Turkey

Thessalonica
I & II
Thessalonians

Thessaloniki Central Macedonia Greece

Thyatira Revelation 2:18 Akhisar Manisa Province Turkey

Ethiopia

Place names of Palestine

List of minor biblical places

Cities in the Book of Joshua

List of Biblical place names in North
America

1. Tentatively identified by Conder &
Kitchener with the biblical city of

See also

Notes
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Rabba (Josh. 15:60) because of their
phonetic similarity, and which site is
located in the territory given by lot to
the tribe of Judah. Still, it is only a
conjecture, without any valid oral
tradition to substantiate the claim, or
otherwise refute the claim.[108] Others
have speculated that the Rabbah of
Joshua 15:60 may be the town known
as Rbt, an unidentified town believed
to have been near the biblical Gezer
and mentioned in Thutmosis III’s list of
Canaanite cities (no. 105), and what is
also thought to be mentioned in a
cuneiform letter found at Taanach.
According to two el-Amarna letters
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(289, 290) sent by the king of
Jerusalem to the pharaoh, Milkilu, the
king of Gezer, together with
Shuwardata captured Rubutu with the
aid of mercenaries.[109] The problem
with this identification, however, is that
no one has yet found a city near Gezer
by the name of Rbt or Rubutu, and
even if they had, Gezer - and by way of
extension, Rabbah - would not be in
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