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The 2014 and 2015 champ promises big push

ByDavidEvans

PSRXVolkswagenSweden
teamowneranddriverPetter
Solbergsayshe’sbackto
hisbestontheeveof the
startof thisyear’sWorld
RallycrossChampionship.

TheNorwegiantookthefirst

twoWRXtitlesin2014/15before

helpingguidehisteam-mate

JohanKristofferssontoarecord-

breaking,title-winningseasonin

2017.Thistimearound,however,

Solberg’sprioritywillbehisown

championshipaspirations.

“LastyearIfocusedalotonthe

teamandJohan,”Solbergtold

MN.“Iwantedsomuchforhimto

winthechampionshipandtogo

wellintheseason.Thepre-season

wassobusy,itwasunbelievable
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WRC rivals Loeb and Solberg

Champion Johan Kristoffersson, Solberg’s wife Pernilla, and the two-time WRX champ Petter

the work everybody in the 

team had to get through to pull 

everything together, but we did it.

“Before the first race, Johan, 

Pernilla [Solberg, team principal], 

the spotters, engineers and 

I sat down and went through the 

strategy. It worked so well and 

we all stuck to it. Of course I will 

work flat-out for the team again, 

but this time there has to be a little 

bit left for me. I want to come back 

as a driver this year and I really 

feel ready for that.”

The 43-year-old laughed off  

suggestions that he would turn 

the team to his own advantage.

Solberg said: “We don’t hide 

anything when it comes to the 

set-up. That’s not how this team 

works. Whoever is the fastest 

from us is the fastest – that’s the 

best way, the fairest way and, 

for me, it’s the only way to win. 

“We make the strategy, so we 

don’t need [team orders]. The 

only thing I have to focus on is my 

driving. When we are [competing 

on track] together then it’s about 

respect and the one who is in the 

best position, take that position. 

Johan is smart, fast and a 

consistent driver and he’s a fair 

guy and we work well together. I 

want to win fair and square and be 

the best. I know my level, it’s 

good, I’m happy.” 

Asked if  he would be as hard on 

Kristoffersson as he would with 

any other driver, Solberg replied: 

“I will never be hard on anybody 

anyway. You have to put yourself  

in the best position to get the best 

possible outcome. I hope I do my 

job before I come to the final, so 

everything works well.”

Solberg missed out on second 

place to EKS Audi driver Mattias 

Ekstrom last season, but he 

feels that result doesn’t do his 

inaugural year in a Volkswagen 

Polo R Supercar justice.

“I had a lot of  bad luck with the 

punctures and silly things that 

people maybe didn’t see,” he said. 

“There were races where I should 

have won, Belgium was one of  

these and Portugal was another. 

At the last race in South Africa 

I had pole, I was leading and 

I was fastest. Then I got the 

puncture – everybody hit that 

kerb, but I got that puncture. 

“Everything worked for Johan 
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Solberg has high

ambitions in ’18

ReworkedVolkswagen Polo PSRX machine is ready for action
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WANTS 

last year and I’ve got enough 

experience to know that you’re 

going to get that kind of  season, 

I’ve had them. It doesn’t hurt me 

at all, I know how good it is when 

everything comes together. This 

year, I can’t say I will work harder 

– I worked so hard every year – but 

I will save a little bit for myself.”

Beyond the competition from 

his own team-mate, Solberg says 

he expects the fight for this year’s 

title to be the hardest-fought 

World Rallycross campaign yet.

“There’s going to be big 

competition,” he said. “It’s 

Johan, it’s [Sebastien] Loeb and 

the other Peugeots, the Audis 

and, of  course, the Renault. That 

car [the Megane] looks fast. We 

saw in Silverstone [ at the test] 

what it could do, it was quick 

straight away and fastest.”

While he remains wary of  

the competition Guerlain 

Chicherit and Jerome Grosset-

Janin offer, he’s excited at 

the prospect of  Prodrive’s RX 

return. Solberg won his 2003 

World Rally Championship 

with the Banbury squad and 

is in no doubt of  the potential 

World Rallycross driver 

Guerlain Chicherit is hoping 

his Prodrive-built Renault 

Megane R.S. RX will be quick 

enough to tempt the French 

manufacturer into a full-time 

commitment to the series.

Chicherit, 39, has financed 

Prodrive’s development of  

one of  the sport’s most 

revolutionary cars for this 

season. The Megane, which 

comes with a new approach 

to engine layout, suspension 

and brakes, set the pace at last 

month’s RX test at Silverstone. 

Despite that immediate speed, 

the Frenchman’s not getting 

carried away ahead of  this 

week’s opening World RX 

round in Barcelona.

Chicherit and his

GCK team-mate 

Jerome Grosset-Ja

are both lacking 

WRX experience. 

Neither has tackle

a full season in the 

series and Grosset

Janin has only mad

one start at rallycr

highest level in the last 

two years.

“It’s impossible to compare 

this car with anything else,” 

Chicherit told MN. “It’s really 

a revolution for rallycross. But 

how good [will the car be]? 

I don’t know what to tell you. 

My own reference in this sport 

is pretty new and I didn’t drive 

a proper rallycross car [before 

the Megane], but sure it 

looked good to me – I jumped 

through the roof the first time 

I drove it.

“We can still make some 

improvements [to the car]. 

This year is really to show what 

has been done and what we can 

do, we are coming for 2019 with 

acleartarget[towinthetitle].

“Renault has been working 

with us quite a lot since the 

beginning on the marketing 

approach. We didn’t really 

want them involved in the 

technical group, this might 

have complicated it when 

they are clearly fully 

focused on Formula 1 at the 

moment. We decided to do 

this on our own. 

“This was a good choice 

because Prodrive are really 

experienced in rallying – OK 

it’s not rallycross, but it’s 

close. But the idea is to involve 

Renault to become a semi-

official programme and 

maybe an official programme: 

why not? It depends on how 

goodweare.

Megane racer hopes to lure Renault support

coming from Oxfordshire. 

Solberg said: “I know Prodrive 

very well, these guys are so bloody 

good, they’re so smart. They have 

done things differently, taken 

their car to the next level – but 

I really like that. We want more 

competition and we want that 

competition to be harder. If  

there’s somebody who likes that 

kind of  thing, it’s me. But I’m 

also the first person to want to 

do something in my own team if  

we get beaten! It’s the same with 

F-X [Francois-Xavier Demaison, 

VW Motorsport technical 

director] and everybody in the 

team. We are strong. Nothing 

changed for us on the engine side, 

but on the chassis, it’s good. 

We’re down to the small details 

now. But I think we’re ready.”

The Renault Megane R.S. RX stunned in pre-season testing
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H
ow quickly a 
mood can change 
in Formula 1. 
From despair to 
hope; from 
fatalistic 
resignation to 

renewed fascination.
Amid the shifting sands of  a desert 

kingdom, F1 came to realise that maybe 

– despite the coldest fears born of  

Mercedes dominance in winter testing 

– we’ll have closely fought races this 

year and a championship battle.

Barely a month ago there had seemed 

little prospect of  anything other than a 

silver streak to two more world titles. 

Then came Sebastian Vettel’s 

Melbourne smash-and-grab. Then a 

Ferrari front-row lockout in Bahrain, 

and now another win for Vettel.

Qualifying
What sorcery was this? Could it be that 

the paddock presence of  Bernie 

Ecclestone, that ghost of  F1 past, on the 

very weekend that Liberty Media 

revealed an outline of  its plans for the 

sport’s future direction, had been 

enough to conjure his always-favourite 

red cars to P1 and P2?

No, alas, the truth was rather more 

prosaic. Mercedes’ W09 had 

encountered a tendency to overheat its 

tyres around the Sakhir circuit, while 

the Ferrari SF71-H, though still not as 

‘dialled’ as either Vettel or Kimi 

Raikkonen might wish, was 

nonetheless proving to be a wieldy 

machine in which both drivers were 

beginning to feel more confident and in 

tune with its particular nature.

Melbourne, two weeks earlier, had 

been ‘one of  those tracks’ particularly 

suited to Lewis Hamilton’s special kind 

of  manipulative deftness on a bumpy, 

little-used surface in cool conditions. 

And even there, despite Hamilton’s 0.6s 

qualifying advantage, Ferrari had 

fumbled a win.

At the Bahrain International Circuit 

– altogether warmer, smoother, more 

predictable – Ferrari looked 

consistently strong through practice 

and into qualifying. Vettel’s 51st pole 

had been the result, he said, of  a better 

front-end feel and the completion of  a 

race distance in Australia that granted 

deeper insights into his chassis’ 

behaviour. “I was very happy with my 

first run in Q3,” he said, “but I tossed it 

away in the last corner. The car had 

been excellent all weekend until then 

and we really wanted it to peak in Q3 – 

which it did, it came alive. When a car is 

responding to what you want it to do it’s 

a pleasure. It’s not easy to make the 

tyres last but the car is quick and that 

usually helps.” There was substance to 

his words: Vettel’s 1m27.958s was the 

only tour in the 27s.

Raikkonen, who’d also been quick 

throughout the session and who held 

provisional pole until Seb’s final flyer, 

mumbled something about “traffic” 

and “disappointment” and ended up 

one-and-a-half  tenths shy of  Vettel, 

having been unable to improve on his 

first Q3 run.

Valtteri Bottas led the Mercedes 

charge, happily shunt-free after his 

Melbourne qualifying misdemeanour, 

with a 1m28.124s, almost a tenth clear 

of  Hamilton’s 1m28.220s best.

Lewis would be further hindered by a 

five-place grid penalty incurred after a 

pre-race gearbox change. So a Ferrari 

front row with the Mercs third and 

ninth… who’d have predicted that post-

Barcelona testing?

“The laps were OK,” said Bottas, “but 

these guys with the red car were quick. 

They’ve made some progress and we 

had some overheating issues with the 

tyres. We have work to do, like we have 

been saying.”

No surprise to see Dan Ricciardo next 

up in fifth, though still another 0.178s 

from Hamilton and almost half  a 

second from pole. MIA, though, after a 

Q1 shunt on the exit of  Turn 2, was Max 

Verstappen. It appeared he’d 

overcooked the exit on an early flyer 

then half-spun his RB14 into the 

barriers, crunching the left-front 

suspension. He’d just split the Mercs 

for what was then fourth-best time, and 

later blamed his off  on a “150bhp power 

surge” that lit up his rear tyres. His 

boss Christian Horner had earlier 

called the spin “a mistake”.

Either way, he would start P15.

At least Ricciardo would enjoy the 

presence of  another Red Bull-liveried 

car alongside, thanks to a remarkable 

qualifying performance from Toro 

Rosso’s Pierre Gasly. This car, 

remember, has power by Honda – the 

same Honda which was dissed then 

dumped by McLaren, forgoing not only 

Japanese power, but $100m-worth of  

Japanese investment.

Team-mate Brendon Hartley was P11 

and could have made it into Q3, but for a 

last-corner error on his best Q2 run.

Bitter, that, for McLaren, which were 

the slowest Q2 runners in P13 and P14. 

Only Williams and Sauber set slower 

times than McLaren with both cars, 

prompting claims of  “astonishment” 

from team Woking at its poor 

performance. Sporting director Eric 

Boullier was later said to be in an 

“emergency debrief”.

Kevin Magnussen underlined the 

competitiveness of  the Haas chassis, 

with P7, although team-mate Romain 

Grosjean languished in P16 having 

massively outbraked himself  during 

Q1. He’d been unable, he lamented, to 

warm up his tyres properly.

Both Renaults made the top 10 – Hulk 

P7, Sainz P10 – and there was relief  for 

Force India as Esteban Ocon secured 

P9 (ahead of  Sergio Perez, 12th).

Their former benchmark for 

Mercedes-powered indie-team 

performance, Williams, could only look 

on in anguish as their pay-driver pair 

Sergey Sirotkin and Lance Stroll 

wound up P18 and P20, divvying up the 

lowest slots with Sauber’s Marcus 

Ericsson (P17) and Charles Leclerc 

(P19). Gloss it how you will, there’s not 

much spin to be put on being slowest.

Race
Knowing how to win – it’s the mark of a 

great champion. And twice on the 

BAHRAIN GP REPOR

SEBSTRIKESAGAIN
Despite all the Mercedes hype, Ferrari wins again

Y ANTHONY 
ROWLINSON

Bottas raced 

to second

Sebastian Vettel controlled the Bahrain GP to keep up his perfect start

Early collision between Verstappen and Hamilton stopped the Red Bull

Kevin Magnussen impressed again in the new Haas, taking fifth place
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bounce now Vettel has conjured 

victory somewhat against the odds.

In Melbourne a Mercedes strategy 

error allowed Vettel to mug Hamilton; 

in Bahrain he was again able to profit 

from a Mercedes failure.

Ahead of  the race Merc announced it 

would have to change the gearbox on 

Hamilton’s car – which incurred a 

mandatory five-place grid penalty. 

That left Lewis languishing in P9 at the 

start and with a race-long charge 

ahead. Vettel, meanwhile, was able to 

command and control from pole and – 

just –contain the challenge of  a 

Bottas-driven Mercedes.

His final advantage was a scant 0.7s 

after 57 laps on a chancy supersoft-soft 

strategy. By Pirelli’s own modelling 

Vettel had pushed his second set at least

eight laps beyond their useful life and 

had it been Hamilton chasing him 

down, not the less aggressive Bottas, 

surely Lewis would have made more of  

any late opportunity.

Bottas’ last victory shot came into 

Turn 1 on the final lap. With DRS 

deployed, he feinted for the inside into 

the right-hander, but half-heartedly. 

He was neither committed enough to 

make the pass, nor was his line 

sufficiently optimised for the perfect 

exit that might have allowed him to out-

drag the Ferrari through Turns 2, 3 and

into 4. 

Vettel, breathless and on spent 

rubber, was off  the hook and able to 

hang on for a famous, tense and 

stunningly mature win.

There are those who maintain that 

Vettel is not quite worthy of  the F1 elite 

class that includes Hamilton, Fernando

Alonso and Max Verstappen. Indeed, 

say those critics, his four consecutive 

Red Bull titles were somehow 

fortuitous, resulting as they did from 

clear hardware advantages.

But wins like this, his 49th, in a still 

imperfect Ferrari, are the fullest 

riposte to the knockers. The 2018 

Bahrain Grand Prix was Seb’s and 

Ferrari’s to lose – yet they didn’t. 

By Vettel’s own admission his tyres 

were “done for the last 10 laps” and he 

joked his radio message three laps from 

home that “everything was under 

control” was “a lie.”

“I thought Valtteri was going to catch 

me with his pace,” he said and perhaps 

Bottas should have done, given his 

closing laps speed advantage of  almost 

one second per lap. The extreme 

sensitivity of  modern F1 cars to the 

aerodynamic wake of  cars ahead 

conspired against Bottas’ cause, 

however, and left him in a valiant, 

though unconsummated, second place.

That result will nonetheless have 

been a confidence boost for Bottas, after 

his largely abortive Australian GP 

performance, not least because he 

out-paced Hamilton in qualifying. But 

the thought lingers that a Dan Ricciardo 

or an Esteban Ocon, both of  whom are 

tipped as possible Bottas replacements 

for 2019, would have made more of  any 

last-gasp lunge for victory.

“I could see Seb was struggling,” 

Valtteri said, “and to be so close, 

but by such a small margin, is 

very disappointing.”

Another lap might have been enough 

for Bottas; another five would have 

brought a stampeding Hamilton into 

the victory fight.   

Regardless, the result left Vettel with 

a perfect ‘50’ at the top of  the drivers’ 

championship, the first Ferrari driver 

since Michael Schumacher in 2004 

to have won the opening two races of  

the season.

The trio were in a race of  their own at 

the head of  the field, after Raikkonen 

had been eliminated during his lap 19 

pit-stop. Confusion over the switch of  

the left-rear soft to a supersoft left the 

wheel unchanged as Raikkonen was 

released and an unfortunate Ferrari 

mechanic with a broken leg. He’d still 

been trying to complete the tyre change 

as Kimi blasted from the pits. 

Kimi – unusually – showed 

fist-banging frustration at the failure. 

He has a competitive machine at his 

disposal once again, in the twilight of  

his career, and some of the old panache 

and hungerhasreturnedtohim.

Red Bull was also out of  the equation. 

Max Verstappen did for himself  with a 

too-bold lap-two passing move on 

Hamilton that resulted in a clash of  his 

left-rear with Lewis’s right-front. 

Result: puncture, a broken driveshaft 

and retirement. Team-mate Ricciardo, 

meanwhile, was also out on lap two 

having suffered a total electrical failure 

at Turn 8. “This sport can rip your heart 

out sometimes,” he said.

Both had shown strong long-run pace 

during practice and were likely podium 

battlers. “That was a brutally harsh 

race for us today,” summarised team 

boss Christian Horner. “We were 

definitely capable of  challenging 

Ferrari and Mercedes.”

The toll was all to the advantage of  

the remarkable Pierre Gasly and the 

Toro Rosso team.

In only his seventh grand prix, the 

2016 GP2 champ delivered brilliantly 

on the promise of  his P5 starting 

position and suggested that the STR13 

might well be the fastest car outside 

the big three. Aero upgrades for 

Bahrain had over-delivered on 

expectations, prompting Gasly to 

comment that he “didn’t understand 

how we’re so fast”.

Should STR show similar 

performance over the coming races, 

it’ll be quite a thorn in the side for the 

likes of  Haas, Renault, McLaren and 

Force India. And with Honda 

appearing to have finally cracked 

what it takes to be competitive in 

hybrid-era F1, expect covetous 

glances to start being cast down the 

pitlane by the big-brother team.

Further notable drives peppered the 

top 10. The ever-ballsy Kevin 

Magnussen eased Haas’ Melbourne 

woes with fifth, while Alonso – always 

combative for seventh – now lies an 

unlikely fourth in the drivers’ table. 

Then oft-lamented Marcus Ericsson 

was a deft, single-stopping ninth place 

for Sauber.

Quite a race then, all-in-all. It looks 

like being quite a championship.

“Sometimes this sport
can rip your heart out”
Ricciardo’s short outing, below ROUND
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CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

RES S

FIA Formula 1 World Championship, round 2/20

POS DRIVERS NAT CAR-ENGINE TIME

1 Sebastian Vettel GER Ferrari 1h32m01.940s
2 Valtteri Bottas FIN Mercedes +0.699s
3 Lewis Hamilton GBR Mercedes +6.512s
4 Pierre Gasly FRA Toro Rosso-Honda +1m02.234s
5 Kevin Magnussen DEN Haas-Ferrari +1m15.046s
6 Nico Hulkenberg GER Renault +1m39.024s
7 Fernando Alonso ESP McLaren-Renault -1 lap
8 Stoffel Vandoorne BEL McLaren-Renault -1 lap
9 Marcus Ericsson SWE Sauber-Ferrari -1 lap
10 Esteban Ocon FRA Force India-Mercedes -1 lap
11 Carlos Sainz ESP Renault -1 lap
12 Charles Leclerc MON Sauber-Ferrari -1 lap
13 Romain Grosjean FRA Haas-Ferrari -1 lap
14 Lance Stroll CAN Williams-Mercedes -1 lap
15 Sergey Sirotkin RUS Williams-Mercedes -1 lap
16 Sergio Perez* MEX Force India-Mercedes -1 lap
17 Brendon Hartley* NZL Toro Rosso-Honda -1 lap
R Kimi Raikkonen FIN Ferrari L35/wheel
R Max Verstappen NED Red Bull-Renault L3/collision
R Daniel Ricciardo AUS Red Bull-Renault L1/electrical

Winner’s average speed 124.86mph Lap leaders: Vettel 1-17; Bottas 18-20; Hamilton 21-25; Vettel 26-57 
*Formation lap infringement - 30 second penalty

* Five-place grid penalty for gearbox change

DRIVERS

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Sebastian Vettel 50
2 Lewis Hamilton 33
3 Valtteri Bottas 22
4 Fernando Alonso 16
5 Kimi Raikkonen 15
6 Nico Hulkenberg 14
7 Daniel Ricciardo 12
7 Pierre Gasly 12
9 Kevin Magnussen 10
10 Max Verstappen 8

CONSTRUCTORS

POS CONSTRUCTOR PTS

1 Ferrari 65
2 Mercedes 55
3 McLaren-Renault 22
4 Red Bull-TAG Heuer 20
5 Renault 15
6 Toro Rosso-Honda 12
7 Haas-Ferrari 10
8 Sauber-Ferrari 2
9 Force India-Mercedes 1
10 Williams-Mercedes 0

QUALIFYING

POS DRIVER TIME

1 Vettel 1m27.958s
2 Raikkonen 1m28.101s
3 Bottas 1m28.124s
4 Ricciardo 1m28.398s
5 Gasly 1m29.329s
6 Magnussen 1m29.358s
7 Hulkenberg 1m29.570s
8 Ocon 1m29.874s
9 Hamilton* 1m28.220s
10 Sainz 1m29.986s

POS DRIVER TIME

11 Hartley 1m30.105s
12 Perez 1m30.156s
13 Alonso 1m30.212s
14 Vandoorne 1m30.525s
15 Verstappen No time
16 Grosjean 1m30.530s
17 Ericsson 1m31.063s
18 Sirotkin 1m31.414s
19 Leclerc 1m31.420s
20 Stroll 1m31.503s

VALTTERI BOTTAS 1m.33.740sFASTEST LAP ON LAP 22 (AVERAGE SPEED: 129.14mph)

Pierre Gasly 

was the star

Vettel leads away at 

the start in Sakhir

TYRE
CHOICE
Prime
SUPER-SOFT

Option
SOFT

Option
MEDIUM

BAHRAIN

Circuit:Bahrain International Circuit Laps:57
Racedistance: 191.84 miles Lap: 3.37 miles
Laprecord: Michael Schumacher 2004 – 1m30.252s 
2017winner: Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

S Timing Line
Drag Reduction System activation zone

DRS Timing Line
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Bonus penalties
Both Brendon Hartley and 

Sergio Perez had penalty-

strewn races in Bahrain. The 

Toro Rosso and Force India 

men clashed on the first lap, 

resulting in Perez spinning at 

Turn 4. Hartley received a 10s 

penalty for that and finished 

13th, with Perez 12th. However 

after the race both drivers were 

given 30s penalties for an 

infringement on the warm-up 

lap. Perez overtook the slow-

starting Hartley before Turn 1 

and didn’t allow him back past. 

Hartley got his censure for 

not retaking his proper place 

and not entering the pits to 

start because he was out of 

position. The extra time 

dropped the pair to 16th 

and 17th respectively.

Hefty fine
Ferrari has been handed a 
€50,000 (£43,500) fine following 
the botched pitstop that left one of 
its mechanics with a broken leg. 
Kimi Raikkonen was running third 
when he made his second stop 
and his car was released before 
the rear-left tyre could be changed. 
As he pulled away he caught the 
engineer attending to that corner 
of the car, running over and 
breaking his left leg.

Gas man
Red Bull boss Helmut 

Marko reckons Pierre Gasly’s 

stunning fourth place in 

Bahrain “made a man out of 

him”. The Honda-powered 

Toro Rosso finished just 

outside the podium places, 

despite it being just Gasly’s 

seventh F1 start. Marko said: 

“That made a man out of him. 

His reward is the fourth place. 

All of our drivers also have a 

very good bonus system. This 

will more than please him. 

I didn’t expect a fourth place 

this early – but it’s a very 

positive development. It 

was the target to challenge 

the midfield with this engine.”

Qually fixed
FernandoAlonsoreckonsMcLaren
fixed itspoorBahrainqualifyingon
the first racing lap.TheBritish team
was leftastoundedby its lackof
pace,withAlonsogoing just13th
fastest, andStoffelVandoornea
placebehind.However,bothcars
recovered to finish in thepoints in
seventhandeighth respectively.
Itmarks the first timeMcLarenhas
scoredpoints insuccessive races
withbothcarssince2014.Alonso
said: “Wefixedqualifying inone
lap really. I looked inmymirrors
andsaw[Lewis]Hamilton there
andthough itcan’tbe toobad if
he’s there.Wehave to improve
thoughbecause todaywasabit
ofacoincidence.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Brawn says F1 needs to have an open mind on future changes
Working group at loggerheads on overtaking

Ross Brawn reckons F1 

should be more open to 

radical format changes, 

such as the addition of  a 

qualifying race on Saturdays.

Ahead of  the next rules 

cycle in 2021, Brawn told Sky 

Sports’ Martin Brundle that 

the series should be more 

open to change going forward.

“What we’ve done is invited 

lots of  stakeholders to give us 

a view on the race weekend,” 

said Brawn. “The objectives 

are: can we make financial 

improvements, help the teams 

in terms of  finances, can we 

help the promoters have a 

better show and can we get

some diversity with

making it false?

“If  we can get som

diversity into the 

starting grid, which

is genuine because

come from a race, m

that’s worth consid

Having an extra rac

impact on the teams, but 

we need to look at the 

whole thing.”

Referring to the future 

rules, Brawn added: 

ook more 

what F1 

r than 

Move away 

rsonal 

es of  each 

m and look 

what F1 

hould be.” 

The F1 Technical Working Group 

has failed to agree on a series of  

concepts designed to aid 

overtaking in 2019.

The group held a meeting in 

Bahrain after an uneventful 

Australian Grand Prix, which 

featured little in the way of  

overtaking. A team of engineers, 

led by F1 chief  technical officer 

Pat Symonds, has been working 

on concepts for the 2021 package, 

but interim ways of  boosting the 

action are in the works.

The two main concepts were the 

potential introduction of  a bigger 

and higher rear wing flap intended 

to increase the DRS effect, as well 

as simplifying the front wing to 

less hinder a following car.

Ross Brawn said: “There’s some 

proposals going to teams. The front 

wings we have now are massively 

complex, and the flow around the 

wing is incredibly complex, which 

makes it very sensitive to the car 

in front. So, we simplify the front 

wings, then arguably you could 

say we’re going back in the right 

direction. Everything we’ve done 

in the last few years has gone in 

the wrong direction.” 

LIBERTY
PLOTS F1’S
FUTURE
Teams told of plans to overhaul
the category from 2021 onwards

Photos: LAT

By Robert Ladbrook

Formula 1 owner Liberty Media is 
due to resume discussions with 
teams in May over the future shape 
of the category, having tabled its 
blueprint for the 2021 rules cycle 
in Bahrain last weekend.

Li berty Media met with teams on Friday 

to share its vision for F1. Its plan is based 

around a five-point proposal designed 

to improve the racing, stabilise the 

business model for teams and even out 

the distribution of  revenue up and 

down the grid. Liberty also wants to 

make F1’s governance clearer, as well 

as simplifying engine technology.

Many of the ideas revolve around the 

financial structure of  the series in the 

future. Liberty wants to introduce a cost 

cap for teams, although an exact figure 

has yet to be confirmed. Ross Brawn told 

Sky Sports: “I don’t want to comment on a 

number as that is something we are still 

discussing. But we wouldn’t include a 

driver’s salary or marketing because in 

terms of developing a sport teams 

should be free to do what they want.”

Potential figures of  £150 million have 

been touted, but Mercedes head Toto 

Wolff  labelled that “too low for the big 

teams” and ultimately “not achievable”.

F1’s current revenue structure is also 

under review. Teams currently receive 

prize money based on their Constructors’ 

Championship performance, with 

Ferrari, Mercedes, Red Bull, McLaren 

and Williams then all receiving 

bonuses for a variety of  reasons.

From 2021, Liberty wants teams to 

receive cash based on results alone, with 

extra payments made to teams and engine 

manufacturers committing to the series. 

For example, Ferrari, Mercedes and 

Renault would get two payments – one 

to cover the team and one for the engine 

manufacturer – whereas Toro Rosso and 

engine partner Honda would get a 

payment each. Ferrari would still stand to 

receive a historical contribution bonus 

however, being the sole brand to 

have competed in every F1 

World Championship.

This move could also entice more 

manufacturers into F1, due to it better 

recognising the commitment of  engine 

builders. Aston Martin has been on the 

fringes of  all future engine talks so far. 

Its boss Andy Palmer said: “We are 

extremely pleased to hear the news 

regarding the future of  F1. These 

prospective changes support many of  

the requirements needed for Aston 

Martin to enter the sport as an engine 

supplier. This is a very positive step 

in the right direction.”

Liberty also announced plans to make 

the cars more “raceable to increase 

overtaking opportunities”. While it 

acknowledged that cars should remain 

different from each other in areas such as 

aerodynamics, suspensions and power 

units, it will look to bring in a greater level 

of  standardised components to trim costs.

For engines, Liberty is keen to remain 

with a hybrid and road-relevant design, 

but simplified from the current V6 

turbocharged units. It’s likely new plan 

will retain a turbocharged internal 

combustion engine with a standardised 

battery storage  system. Liberty’s notes 

said the new engines must be “cheaper, 

simpler, louder, have more power and 

reduce the necessity of  grid penalties”.

F1 head Chase Carey said: “F1 has a rich 

history and we want to preserve, protect 

and enhance that history by unleashing 

F1’s potential, by putting our fans at the 

heart of  a more competitive and exciting 

sport. We are driven by one desire: to 

create the world’s leading sporting brand. 

Fan-centred, commercially successful, 

profitable for our teams, and with 

technological innovation at its heart.”

Brawn added: “The meeting was to 

pass the information and views on to the 

teams, and now they need to digest it, and 

then the discussion proper will start. But 

it was a straightforward meeting with no 

major controversies.”
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BritLandoNorriskickedoff his

firstseasonof Formula2witha

dominantwininthefirstrace.

ThereigningEuropeanF3

champion,whocompetedin

oneroundof F2withCampos

lastyear,scoredpoleposition

andpulledoutanine-second

leadinasmanylaps.

Despitehisenginecutting

out,hemaintainedthegap

throughthestopstotheend,

andfollowedthatupwithfourth

intheshortersprintraceon

Sunday,havingstartedeighth.

Despitetheapparenteaseat

hisvictory,Norrisstill feltthe

winwashardearnedduetothe

heavilydegradingPirelli tyres

usedintheseries,alliedtoanew

F2carwhichusesa3.4-litre

turboengineasopposedtothe

oldnaturallyaspiratedV8.

“ComparedtoF3lastyear

whereIcouldpushfor99per

centof therace,F2isabout

havingtomanagethetyres,

savethetyres,otherwisethey

gettoohotandwearout,and

youcanlose

lap,”saidMc

juniorNorri

pushtherigh

conservethe

it’sabouttha

GeorgeRu

MercedesF1

lookedsetto

challengeNo

inhisART-r

car,theteamhesealedlast

season’sGP3titlewith.Butthe

teamanddriverswereamong

manyonthegridstrugglingto

adapttothenewcar’sclutch.

Themovingbite-pointcaused

issuesforanumberof teams.

Afterstartinginthepitlane

becauseof astalloff thegrid

nlap,Artem

kthirdinthe

ehindNorris’

rgioSette

kelovthen

racewin

f F3gradute

Gunther.

One-time Formula 1 champion

Jenson Button and his Team

Kunimitsu team-mate Naoki

Yamamoto finished second in

the Super GT season opener

at Okayama, behind the

victorious Real Racing Honda.

Button had qualified the #100

Honda NSX-GT in fifth position

in a wet qualifying on Saturday

and also started Sunday’s race.

While Button managed to get

off the line well, he slipped

down to eighth place by Turn 1,

although he would later gain

two places back from two

Nissans that were handed

penalties for jumping the start.

On lap 12 of 82, while battling

his way up the field and

managing his way through

GT300 traffic, he left the door

wide open and allowed the

Bandoh Lexus of Kenta

Yamashita through to net sixth.

But Button had been

preserving his tyres ahead of his 

scheduled stop just before half-

distance, with the team electing

not to change the rubber on his

Honda during the driver change.

This allowed Button’s team-

mate Yamamoto to emerge out

of the pits in second, but several

seconds behind the race leading

#17 Real Racing Honda.

NORRIS STARS IN FORMULA 2 OPENER

‘The stewards will
award full points’
British GT controversy, page 8

H
owshall Idrive?”asks
LandoNorris,grinningat
mefromthehotseatof
theMcLaren720Sin
which I’m riding shotgun.

“Drive it like you want to,” 
I reply, bravado winning out over prudence.

Oops.
I swear I hear a demonic chuckle as the 

teenager who would go on to take pole and win 
the first 2018 F2 race, at the Bahrain International 
Circuit, guns it and we head for the desert 
horizon at a clip that instantly delivers a reminder 
of breakfast.

This is a premier-league 720S supercar, 
costing £220,000 and capable of 0-100mph in 
5.5 seconds, then a quarter-mile in 10.5.

That forward thrust comes from the 720bhp at 
Lando’s command – 100 more than his Carlin F2 
car can muster – thanks to McLaren’s own four-
litre twin-turbo V8 bolted in behind our shoulders.

It’ll push this low-slung supercar to beyond 
210mph on a long enough straight. And despite 
having more than 1400kg to shift with two drivers 
on board, there’s still enough to have eyeballs 
popping out on stalks by the time Turn 1 
approaches… and approaches…

Dear God is he ever going to hit the brakes?
Yes (thank you Lord!) and Norris brings the full 

effect of class-best braking performance to bear 
as we hurtle towards the elbow-tight right. 
McLaren stats describe deceleration of 124mph 
to zero in 4.6 seconds and 384 feet, thanks to 
bespoke brake calipers and carbon ceramic 
rotors. There’s also a pop-up rear airbrake – and a 
whiff of ‘Batmobile’ – to assist the slowdown.

Their effect is dramatic and coupled with an 
array of sophisticated adaptive chassis controls 
they imbue Norris with immense confidence in 
the McLaren’s capabilities.

“This is more fun than my F2 car” he shouts 
(voice muffled by full-face helmet) as we 
stampede through the uphill swoops of T11 
and T12 and, towards T13, before plunging 
flat chat back toward the final corners and the 
main straight. “Shall we go again?”

Alas the Hot Laps programme – part of the 
ever-broadening F1 Experiences initiative – 
allows only a single scorcher for those lucky 
enough to get a ride in either this McLaren, 
an Aston Martin Vanquish, or a Mercedes 
AMG GT-S.

But they’ll be offered at 10 grands prix this year 
– Bahrain, China, Canada, France, Germany, 
Monaco, Japan, Australia, Mexico and Abu Dhabi 
– allowing well-heeled guests and some lucky 
prize-winning race-goers the ride of a lifetime in a 
machine unattainable to most.

And if you’re really blessed, you might even get 
to watch Britain’s next F1 world champion in 
Norrisworking thewheel.

F1 RACING EDITOR

ANTHONY 
ROWLIN
“Is Norris eve
going to hit 
the brakes?”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Tarquini claims two wins in new WTCR era

Ex-British Touring Car champion 

Gabriele Tarquini took two wins 

out of  three to open the new era 

of  the World Touring Car Cup, 

now using TCR regulations. 

Hyundai BRC driver Tarquini – 

the 1994 BTCC champion – jumped 

polesitter Thed Bjork (Yvan Muller 

Racing) in race one, and survived 

two safety car restarts to hold on to 

win the first race of  the WTCR era.

Reigning TCR International 

champion Jean-Karl Vernay denied 

Tarquini a clean sweep with race 

two victory in the reverse-grid race 

in his WRT Audi. He appeared 

in control as he headed Mehdi 

Bennani home. Tarquini’s race 

three win signalled a Hyundai 

1-2-3, again Bjork was Tarquini’s 

closest challenger. But ex-BTCC 

champion Yvan Muller passed 

the Swede to take second. 

Gordon Shedden – making a 

full-time switch from the BTCC 

as Vernay’s WRT team-mate , had 

a mixed weekend, with fifth in 

race one, followed up with 11th 

in race two and finished the final 

race in 18th, four laps down. Tarquini raced in F1, British and World Touring Cars

Reigning IndyCar champion

Josef Newgarden made the

most of a clever strategy to take

victory in the second round of

the season at Phoenix. Robert

Wickens, who led the majority

of the season opener at St

Petersburg, impressed on his

oval debut by leading for long

periods, but with fresher tyres

in the latter period Newgarden

passed him for victory…

Jamie Whincup took charge in the
Australian Supercars championship
with a victory at Symmons Plains,

while his team-mate Craig Lowndes
broke a two-year victory drought.
Whincup headed Lowndes in race
one, as their polesitting team-mate
Shane Van Gisbergen pitted
too early and fell down the field.
Lowndes converted pole over
Penske’s Scott McLaughlin and
Whincup in race two... Attempto

Audi drivers Kelvin van der

Linde and Steijn Schothorst

started the 2018 Blancpain

Sprint Cup season with a victory

in the main race at Zolder.

Saturday qualifying race

winners Christian Engelhart and

Mirko Bortolotti were on pole

position for the main event, but

stalled in their pitbox and then

got a drive-through penalty for

infringing pitstop procedure...

Toyota ended the World Endurance
Championship prologue test four
seconds quicker than the privateer
LMP1 manufacturers, although it did
so while not running to the WEC’s
Equivalence of Technology rules.
Ex-F1 driver Vitaly Petrov steered
his SMP Racing BR1-AER to third
fastest behind times set by a pair of

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Toyotas driven by Mike Conway and 
Anthony Davidson… Kyle Busch 

secured his first NASCAR Cup 

victory of 2018, edging Kevin 

Harvick, whose progress was 

hampered by a jammed lugnut. 

Busch was aided by Denny 

Hamlin and Aric Almirola 

colliding, which then collected 

Jimmie Johnson, Brad 

Keselowski and Austin Dillon. 

After a later caution, Busch 

powered round the outside of 

Erik Jones to take a lead he 

would not relinquish. ..

“
Rowlinson and Norris had fun in the new 720S

Norris took early 

lead with victory

Button took second spot

Button begins his Super GT career with a tactical second place

Porsche Supercup 
return for Webster
Porsche Supercup racer Josh 

Webster will switch to the 

frontrunning Lechner Racing 

squad for this season.

The 2014 Carrera Cup GB 

champion had a difficult 

maiden season in the series 

last year with the Fach Auto 

Tech team, finishing seventh 

in the standings with a best 

result of fourth.

He has now joined Lechner – 

the team that powered 

Michael Ammermuller to the 

2017 title – which is the outfit 

Dan Cammish competed with 

in the Supercup last year.

“It’s crunch time now, I’m 

really excited,” said Webster, 

whose engineer will be Frank 

Funke, who worked with 

Cammish last year. “Dylan 

Pereira will be my team-mate 

and he was quick last year and 

massive thanks to Walter 

Lechner for his faith in me.

“Last year my biggest 

weakness was race pace but if 

I can find a tenth with Lechner 

that will make a difference.”

Fellow Brit and Force India 

simulator driver Nick Yelloly 

will drive for Webster’s old 

team, Fach Auto Tech, this 

year. The 27-year-old was 

runner-up in the German 

Carrera Cup last term and 

will compete full-time in the 

Supercup for the first time.

Norris had 
tellar start
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ByRobertLadbrook

JonMinshawandPhilKeenhave
beenconfirmedas thecurrent
BritishGTpoints leadersafter the
championshipstewards ruled to
award fullpoints for theabandoned
secondraceatOultonPark.

ThesecondraceonEasterMonday

wascurtailedafterjustfourlapsbehind

thesafetycarduetoheavyrainatthe

Cheshiretrack.

Themeetingstewardsreferredthe

casetoBritishGT’schampionship

stewardstodecidewhethertoaward

fullchampionshippointsforthe

truncatedrace.BritishGT’srulessay

thataresultcanbedeclaredasearlyas

twolapsintoacontest,butthesticking

pointarosebecausethefirstpartof the

raceendedunderaredflagnota

chequeredone,andasecondpartdid

nottakeplace.

Thestewardshavesinceoptedto

awardfullpoints,handingMinshawand

KeentheGT3win,andScottMalvern

andNickJonestheGT4victoryaboard

theirTeamParkerRacing-run

Mercedes-AMGGT4.FlickHaighand

JonnyAdamhadwonthefirstrace

aboardtheirAstonMartin,butspunon

FULL POINTS FOR RED-
FLAGGED BGT RACE

Team BMR expects step forward after engine change

Maiden BTCC win a boost for Power Maxed Racing squad

Glew to make
return in GT Cup
FormerRenaultUK

ClioCupchampion

PhilGlewwill race in

theGTCup this season.

Glewwill share a

Ferrari 488Challenge

withPaulBailey,

competing for group

GTChonours.

“It’s exciting tobe

back racing for the

year, I haven’t donea

full season since 2009

when Iwon theClio

Cup,” saidGlew,who

did take twowins in

theGT4Northern

EuropeanCup last year.

“Paul is a veryquick

Amdriver andwith

someof mycoaching

I think I cangethim

going evenbetter

andaimforthetitle.”

Baileyenteredselected

rounds last season

alongsideoutingsinthe

supportingLMP3Cup.

FormerGTCchampion

JohnSeale also returns

ina similarFerrari 488

Challenge forFFCorse.

Team BMR is expecting a step forward 

in the performance of  its three Subaru 

Levorg British Touring Cars, following 

an engine swap.

The Buntingford team is in the 

process of  swapping from Mountune-

tended motors to Swindon Race 

Engines-tweaked powerplants. It only 

had one Swindon version of  its flat-four, 

four-cylinder motors at Brands Hatch 

and it was used by Jason Plato. 

Champion Ash Sutton and Josh 

Price’s versions had the old Monutune 

versions for the opening three races. 

Team boss Warren Scott said: “We 

have had a couple of  problems which 

meant we only had the one version here,

but we will have all three ready in time

for the second meeting of  the season 

at Donington Park [on April 28/29]. 

“We have seen that there is an 

advantage to doing this and we think it

will be a real step forward once we have

the programme fully up to speed.”

Sutton ended the weekend fifth in 

the standings after three battling 

races. Plato and Price’s weekends 

yielded no points

The boss of  the Power Maxed 

Racing Vauxhall British Touring Car 

Championship team says that his squad 

will be buoyed by its first outright victory 

in the series at Brands Hatch last weekend. 

Senna Proctor benefited from favourable 

dry tyres to take his Astra from 27th on 

the grid in the second race of  the weekend 

to jump into the lead with two laps to go. 

PMR boss Adam Weaver said: “There 

must be something wrong with some of us 

in motorsport. 

“It felt great [to win], but after about 10 

minutes, I was already looking ahead. We 

want another win and another win. 

We’ve ticked a box, but there were 

circumstances that have helped us 

and we are already looking higher. 

“I am not taking anything away from 

what Senna did because he still had to 

beat some great opposition, but we 

want to win on pure pace.”

Proctor was delayed by contact in the 

opening race and had a further skirmish 

in race three, but took 15th place in the 

finale. The 19-year-old, the reigning Jack 

Sears Trophy holder, is seventh in the 

overall standings.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

Edwards’latedeal
RenaultUKClioCupracer JadeEdwards

strucka latedeal to remain in the

category thisyear.Shefinished16th

in thestandings last termwithCiceley

Motorsportandsealeda latemoveto

theMRMteamfor2018.Shetookabest

resultofninth fromtheopeningracesat

BrandsHatch lastweekend.

Hall’svictory
TheMAKRacingpairingofChrisWebster

andStuartHall secured their firstUKFun

CupvictoryatOultonPark, inawell-supported

seasonopener.After two latesafetycar

interventions,Hall justheldoffHenryDawes/

ChrisHart’s2RentDominoscarby0.190s,

withdefendingchampionsJPRUVio third.

Tilleyforcedout
GrahameTilley looksset tomiss the

nextGinettaGT4Supercupoutingsat

DoningtonParkafteraheavyaccidentat

BrandsHatch lastweekend.Tryingto

avoidingaspinningAngusFenderat

Druids,Tilleyploughed into theCentury

Motorsportdriverbeforebeingcollected

frombehindbyAdamShepherd.Tilley

said: “Idon’tknowif I’llbeout for

Doningtonnow. It’ssuchashameas

it’s reallyhit thebudgetalready. If it

hadbeenmymistake, then I’dhave

beenmoreannoyed.”

Clarkmedals
Atotalof250commemorativemedalswere

handedout toeverycompetitorat last

weekend’sScottishMotorRacingClub

meetingatKnockhill, tomark the50th

anniversaryof JimClark’sdeath.SMRC

chairmanSandyDenhamdonated thesecond

medal toLorettoSchool inMusselburgh,of

whichClark–a formerSMRCchairman

himself–wasapupil.

Martin stays in Scotland
Scottish FF1600 champion Ross Martin 

will not race in the British Racing and 

Sports Car Club’s National FF1600 series 

due to financial reasons. “It’s gutting 

because I felt like I had a good chance 

in the National this season,” said Martin. 

“But it’s just that age-old thing, budget, 

that is stopping me. I hope to do as 

many Scottish races as I can though.” 

Beetle to return
Dave Charlton’s original shape Volkswagen 

Beetle, a popular feature of British Automobile 

Racing Club South Eastern’s Tin Tops racing 

until four years ago, is set for a return to the track. 

A former rally car, the Beetle has been stored by 

the Lincolnshire driver since 2014 while he’s 

been campaigning a SEAT in Modified Saloons. 

“It’s almost ready to go and we might have made 

the final effort, but a weather forecast predicting 

bad bank holiday conditions at Brands Hatch 

persuaded us to wait for next time,” he said. The 

likely date for the Beetle’s reappearance is now 

mid-May at the Kent venue in round two of the 

Tin Tops championship.

Bryant’s strong debut
Cameron Bryant, brother of former British 

GT driver Rory, picked up a double podium 

finish in his racing debut at Knockhill. 

Bryant claimed an impressive third place 

in the opening Fiesta and Hot Hatch race 

having started fourth, before finishing 

one place better in race two. Brother Rory, 

a two-time Scottish Fiesta champion, 

is also the National Development 

Manager for Scottish Motor Sports.

IN BRIEF

Proctor and Power Maxed’s gamble on slick tyres paid off in race two

Stewards rule that four laps behind safety car count
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Subarus will run 

Swindon engines

Commentator Glew

BRITISH GT POINTS

P DRIVERS CAR PTS

1 JonMishaw/PhilKeen LamborghiniHuracanGT3 37

2 LeeMowle/YelmerBuurman Mercedes-AMGGT3 27

3 AndrewHoward/DarrenTurner AstonMartinVantageGT3 26

4 FlickHaigh/JonnyAdam AstonMartinVantageGT3 25

5 DerekJohnston/MarcoSorensen AstonMartinVantageGT3 20

6 LeoMachitski/PatrickKujala Mercedes-AMGGT3 16

the way to the grid for the second race. 

A statement from championship 

stewards Jamie Champkin, Richard 

Norbury and David Walton read: “The 

definition of  a ‘race’ constitutes a 

minimum of two laps being run. Four laps 

were completed behind the safety 

car while the race clock counted down. 

A race therefore took place.

“There is no obligation to resume 

or re-run a race terminated on 

safety grounds.”

The deteriorating weather forced the 

cancellation of  the  meeting, including 

Mini Challenge, Ginetta GT5 and 

Northern Sports and Saloons races.

The second round of the championship 

takes place at Rockingham on April 27.
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Tregurtha and Middleton win at Zolder

Pull gives up on single-seaters and joins Bartholomew in Super Trofeo

Reigning British GT4

champions Will Tregurtha

and Stuart Middleton claimed

a victory on their GT4

European Series debut at

Zolder last weekend.

The HHC Motorsport Ginetta

G55 duo finished first in the

opening race, before winning

race two after Tregurtha

qualified the car on pole.

“The start was tasty, I fended

off cars that have more top

speed than we do and I was

happy with my stint,” said

Tregurtha. “The car felt really

good actually and I think it’s the

best stint I’ve ever driven. I’ve

always wanted to race at Zolder,

to win on our championship

debut is incredible.”

The next round of the series

takes place at Brands Hatch at

the start of May. BRDCBritishFormula3runner-

upJamesPullwillcontestthe

LamborghiniSuperTrofeoAsia

seriesthisseasonwithfellowBriton

JackBartholomewafterdeciding

toleavesingle-seaterracing.

BartholomewwontheMiddle

Easttitleduringthewinter,having

triumphedinall fourraceswhere

hewaspartneredbyPull.Theduo

isnowtargetingtheAsiancrown.

“GTsismucheasiertomakea

careerforyourself, there’smore

cars,moremanufacturersand

moreopportunities,”saidPull,

whowillalsocontesttheEuropean

SuperTrofeoseries.“If Ihadthe

budgetIwouldstill lovetodo

single-seatersbutIfelt likeIwas

stretchingthefinancestoothin.”

Ex-BritishGTandBRDCF4

racerBartholomewisenteringa

secondseasoninSuperTrofeo.

“Asiaisaslightlydifferentspec

car[toMiddleEast]butit’sgood

tobeinaknownenvironment

withthesameteam[FFFRacing],”

hesaid.“Theonlygoalhastobe

towinit.Allthroughmycareer

sofarI’vealwaysbeendoing

somethingnewthefollowing

year.There’snoexcusesnow

andwewanttocarryontheform

fromtheMiddleEastseries.”

TheAsianseriesbeginsat

SepanginMalaysiathisweekend.

GOW TO MAKE RACE
RETURN IN CITROEN C1
BTCC boss enters 24-hour race with Andy and Seb Priaulx

Photos: JakobEbrey, Steve Jones, KerryDunlop

BritishTouringCarChampionship

seriesdirectorAlanGowwillreturnto

competitionlaterthisseasonwhenhe

takespartintheCitroenC124-hour

raceatRockinghaminMay.

TheAustralianwillteamupwith

three-timeWorldTouringCarchampion

AndyPriaulx,Priaulx’ssonSeb–who

wonaraceonhismaidenweekendin

BritishFormula4atBrandsHatch–

andfriendRichardSolomonstotackle

theMay12/13race.

Gowsaidhewaslookingforwardtothe

challenge:“Ilove24hourraces.Iusedto

regularlycompeteinthe2CV24Hours

andIwonitin1999atMondelloPark.I

havehistory!Ihavealsofinishedsecond

andthirdinthe2CVs.

“WithAndy,SebandRichardinthe

car,Ithinkwehavethedreamteam–

althoughthatmightbemeputtingthe

pressureontheothersinthecrew.It

isaneventwewill justenjoyandthe

resultsaren’tnecessarilythatimportant.”

Gow’slast24-hourracewasthe

twice-round-the-clockBritcarraceat

Silverstonein2007buttheBMWhewas

sharingfailedtofinishaftermechanical

problems.Gow’slastsprintracewasin

theScottishMiniCooperCup,alsoin2007,

whenhewasdisqualifiedforhavingthe

wrongcombinationof tyresonhiscar.

Roche a late entry for GT4 Supercup

MultipleMazdaMX-5

championTomRocheissetfor

afullGinettaGT4Supercup

seasonafterhewasalateentry

withRobBostonRacingat

BrandsHatchlastweekend.

Rochetooktwowinsinthe

serieslastyearwhenhestood-

inforJackMitchellandhe

claimedasecondplaceinthe

thirdof theweekend’s

Ginettaraces.

Rocheintendstomakethe

drivefull-timeandsaid:“Idid

tworoundroundslastyear

anditwentprettywell. Ireally

enjoyedit,soI’mgladtobe

back.Itfeltalotbetterthis

weekendanditwasgoodto

pickpeopleoff inthelastrace.”

Gow last raced 

back in 2007

First LHMC race meeting
runs at Lydden Hill

Sowery to race 
Lambo in GT Open

Lydden Hill’s plan to boost motor 

racing at the circuit came to fruition 

last weekend when the Lydden Hill 

Motor Club, already a promoter of  

rallycross events, organised its first 

totally Tarmac race meeting.

Six entertaining races, three 

each for South Eastern Saloons/

Sports and Ford Saloons took 

place on Saturday.

Former Lydden saloon champion 

Bill Richards and Bessie Mk2, his 

2.0-litre Duratec-powered Minivan, 

took two Saloons wins over Robert 

Knox (Maguire-Stiletto). 

The Ashford engineer would have 

completed his hat-trick but his other 

car, a Mini Clubman, broke its 

differential while leading and so 

Knox went on to win.

David Nye fought off  strong 

opposition to win the first Fiesta 

frenzy, but next time out brake failure 

put him into the tyre wall and so 

Simon Horrobin went on to win the 

next two. 

David Abbott celebrated coming 

out of  retirement with a fine second 

place in the opening encounter and 

Peter Daniels, who has not raced at 

Lydden for four years, drove well to 

notch up a fourth, third and then a 

second place.

Daniels was delighted: “We got a 

practice period, a qualifying session 

and three races – all for £185. You 

can’t go wrong.” 

BRDC British F3 frontrunner 

Toby Sowery will make a full-

time switch to sportscars in 2018 

with a Lamborghini Huracan 

GT3 in the International GT 

Open Championship. 

Sowery, who finished third and 

fourth in British F3 in 2016 and 

2017 respectively with Lanan 

Racing, will compete in the GT3 

series which visits Estoril, Paul 

Ricard, Spa, Hungaroring, 

Silverstone, Monza, and 

Barcelona. He’ll share the Team 

Lazarus car with Formula V8 3.5 

convert and ex-Formula 3000 

boss Giuseppe Cipriani.

Sowery has driven a Huracan 

in competition in the Super 

Trofeo Asia series last year, in 

which he was a race winner. 

“I’ve had quite a few years of  

doing the same British circuits 

with the occasional Spa thrown 

in, but it’s nice and refreshing 

to turn a page and have fresh 

start in a new championship 

with GTs,” said Sowery.

“The Trofeo is a bit different. 

It’s a medium ground between a 

GT3 and a road car. I’ve tested the 

car at Spa and the pace looks good.”

Sowery will also help with 

driver development for single-

seater team KDC, and might 

compete in races in the German 

and Italian F4 series with the 

team set-up by businesswoman 

Emily di Comberti - whose son 

Aaron was Sowery’s team-mate 

at Lanan - and ex-Sauber team-

principal Monisha Kaltenborn. 
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Richards won in his Minivan

Gow will join C1 Challenge 

grid with the Priaulxs (inset)

Ginetta duo had 

strong debut

Roche took two wins when guesting in ’17

Pull helped Bartholomew to Middle East glory



ByIanSowman

The20thanniversaryof the launch
of theMGFCupwillbecelebrated
withaspecialone-off racefor the
mid-enginedsportscaraspartof
theMGLive!eventonthe
SilverstoneGrandPrixcircuit
onJune2/3.
Theevent,whichisbeingsupported

bytheMGFRegister, isbeing

mastermindedbylong-timeMGCar

ClubCockshootCupcompetitorDavid

Coulthard,whohopestoestablishan

entryof 30carsfortheone-off event.

“IboughtaCupcarmyself sixyears

agoandIrealiseditwascominguptothe

anniversary,soIthoughtitwasworthy

of tryingtoroundupenoughcars,”he

said.“Therewereactuallytwoseries

thatraninparallel in1998,theBRDC-

runMGFCupwhichwaspartof the

PowerTour,andtheMGCCAbingdon

Trophy,whichwasmoreclub-based.

Theybothhadtheirfirstracesonthe

samedayinApril1998.”

Therevivaleventwillreflectthat

history,withseparateclassesforslick-

shodcarsinthespiritof theCup,while

carsakintoTrophyspecificationwill

raceontreadedtyres.

“I’vespentayearorsoroundingup

competitorsandamlookingtobringa

fewcarsbacktolifethathaven’tbeen

racedforyears”hesaid.“Wehavefound

theoriginalprototypecardrivenby

TonyPond,butalotof theCupcars–

only30werebuilt–weresentto

Australia,andalothavebeenbrokenup

toputtheengineanddrivetraininto

LotusElises.”

WarrenHughes,whowontheMGF

Cupin1999,wasthemostwell-known

graduate,goingontocompeteinthe

BritishTouringCarChampionshipand

atLeMans,butoriginaldriverssuchas

MattKellyandDaveLoudonhavebeen

contactedabouttakingpartintheevent.

SPECIAL RACE FOR MG F
CUP AT SILVERSTONE

Former BTCC man Kaye in late Carrera Cup GB deal

Metro Cup champion
Williams moves to MG Cup

SMRC: BMW series has
a future in Hot Hatch

Former British Touring Car 

regular James Kaye had a 

“baptism of fire” for his debut 

weekend in the Porsche Carrera 

Cup GB at Brands Hatch after 

agreeing a last-minute deal.

The 54-year-old has raced 

sporadically in Creventic 

endurance races and TCR Middle 

East in recent years. He last raced 

regularly in 2013 – when he 

completed half the BTCC season in 

an AmD Volkswagen Golf.

He joined the GT Marques squad 

in Porsches last weekend but 

struggled after not testing the car 

before Friday practice.

“I wasn’t planning to race,” said 

Kaye, who took a best result of 

11th in race two. “I had a call from 

the car’s owner asking if I wanted 

to race at Brands.

“I’ve done just the odd long-

distance race recently and I’m 

used to driving front-wheel-

drive cars.”

Kaye described the car and 

series as “fantastic” but is yet to 

confirm whether he will complete 

the full season. 

Reigning Metro Cup champion Mike

Williams has moved on to the MG

Cup for the 2018 season, having

upgraded his Rover GTi over the

winter break.

Williams retired from the lead of

the opening race of the season at

Silverstone last weekend with a fuel

leak and was sixth in race two.

“I wanted to do something new

so I have put an 1800cc engine in it

rather than a 1400,” he said. “I only

had three weeks to do it so I still

have the 1400 exhaust on, so the

power curve plateaus for the last

1500 revs.”

In addition to replacing the

MG Fs will be

assembled

Photos: Steve Jones, Jim Moir, Dan Bathie

ScottishMotorRacingClubcompetitions

directorSteveBurnsbelievesthereisstill

a futureforBMWCompactcarsinthe

club,despitethechampionshipbeing

forcedtomergewiththenewlyfounded

HotHatchChampionshipfor2018.

TheScottishBMWchampionship

sufferedamass-exodusovertheoff-

seasonduetouncertaintyovergrid

numbers,whichhavebeendecliningfor

thepasttwoyears.

Severaldrivershavesincemovedto

otherSMRCseries,suchasregulartitle

contenderDavidMcNaughtonwho

madetheswitchtotheMiniCooperCup.

“Unfortunately,we’veseenademise

overthepast24monthsingrid

numbers.,”hesaid.“Afewseasonsback

wehadabout30carsandlastyearwe

had12or13.

“Overthewinter,watchingsocial

media,alotof peopleweresellingtheir

carssoIdecidedtomoveintoabusier

championship.Thenumbersdropped

overtheyearsandtheclubdidn’tdo

enoughtokeepitgoing.”

Burnsacceptedthatarejuvenation

of theBMWseriesisunlikelybut

maintainsbelief thattheHotHatch

Championshipcanaccommodatethe

Compactcars.

Burnsexplained:“Wehavelaunched

theHotHatchChampionshipthisyear

andIbelievethiswillbethenatural

homefortheBMWCompactcarsin

Scotlandfrom2019onwards.”

“CurrentlytheHotHatch

Championshipis forfront-wheel-drive

carsbutthere’snoreasonwhywecan’t

changetheregulationstoallowrear-

wheel-drivesfornextyear.”

Kaye’s first running in Porsche machinery came in Friday practice and he claimed a best result of 11th place

The 20th anniversary of MG F categories to be celebrated at MG Live!

RACING NEWS

No Scottish BMW standalone grids

Ian Everett claimed victory in the first Swinging Sixties race in the Classic Sports Car Club’s season 
opener at Snetterton last weekend. He started from pole in his BMW 1502 and claimed victory by over 
a minute over  Tim Cairns’ Austin Healey Frogeye Sprite. 
For more on this meeting, see next week’s issue of MN.

Photo: Richard Styles

exhaust, Williams will also alter the

final drive ratio at certain circuits in 

an attempt to give him the edge over 

the dominant Rover Tomcat Turbos.

Williams was leading until car woes
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Todt also wants more

night stages in WRC

Safari:different inTodt’s days

No Safari on world
calendar for 2019

MOFFETT TAKES ANOTHER IRISH TARMAC POINTS HAUL IN ANTRIM PAGE 17

RALLY NEWS

TODT:STILLROOM
FORLONGERRALLIES

By David Evans

FIA president Jean Todt has 
brought clarity to the World Rally 
Championship’s endurance debate, 
confirming there’s still a place for 
longer tests and night stages.

Toyota team principal Tommi Makinen 

has long lobbied against any kind of  an 

endurance element in the sport, feeling 

that format doesn’t suit the current World 

Rally Cars. Former FIA rally director 

Jarmo Mahonen also reasoned the series’ 

pursuit of  an improved social media 

profile would be best served by running 

an increased number of  shorter stages.

Todt admitted the issue was a thorny 

one. He said: “It’s not an easy question. 

For me, rallying is not a sprint, rallying 

should be endurance, adventure. 

Personally, I would love to have some 

night stages, I would love to see 

people going in the middle of  the night 

to watch the rallies and I would like 

to see more service parks, but I 

understand this is more the history 

than the future of  rallying. 

“But I must say, it’s great when you see 

the first stage [30 miles long] in Corsica 

when we have more unpredictability – 

they don’t get any information during 

the special stage and the driver can 

make a difference.”

Event organisers talk of  mixed 

messages in recent years from the FIA. 

One of  the WRC’s most arduous events, 

Rally Mexico, has reduced the length 

of  its longest stage for the last two 

years, from 50 miles in 2016 to 35 miles 

last year and finally 19 miles this year.

Asked if  the event organisers were 

being put under pressure to run shorter 

stages, Todt said: “Pressure from the 

FIA? Not from me at least.”

He also called for motorsport in general 

to feature more unreliability as a way to 

make racing and rallying more exciting.

“You know one of  my problems with 

actual racing?” Todt asked. “The cars are 

too reliable. I mean, look at Formula 1, 

things are so efficient, it’s so much work 

at the simulation facility and the cars are 

so reliable. This is something I feel is not 

so good for the sport, we like things more 

unpredictable. Racing needs to have some 

unpredictable flavour. Maybe we could 

give less allowance during the season for 

engines, transmissions and the gearbox, 

this would make things cheaper. 

“It’s Yves’ [Matton, FIA rally 

director] responsibility to discuss 

that with the teams and come back 

with some proposal.” 

FIApresidentJeanTodthas

revealedthattheSafariRally

willnotbeontheWorldRally

Championshipcalendarin2019.

Todtvisitedlastmonth’sSafari

Rally,whichranasaroundof

theAfricanChampionship.

Hesaid:“Iampushing[forthe

Safari’sreturn].It’struethatI

wouldbeveryhappyif theWRC

couldhostoneeventinAfricain

thecomingyears.FIAisglobal,

WRCisglobalandIalreadyfeel

Africashouldn’tbelost.

“Thereisaprocessyouhaveto

gothroughif youwanttobeinthe

championship.TheSafariRally

wasnotthemainreasonIwasin

Africa,Itooktheopportunityto

meetKenyanPresident[Uhuru]

Kenyatta,andthemotorsport

federation and I saw great 

enthusiasm. But I said that they 

need to be a candidate event to 

demonstrate they can justify 

being included in the calendar. 

It won’t be in 2019.”

Key to the Safari’s return will 

be a heavily revised nature of  the 

stages. While Todt is keen to see 

endurance remain part of  

rallying’s DNA, he’s well aware 

that competition on open roads is 

no longer possible in Kenya.

“If  we host one event in Africa, 

all the security measures will be 

taken,” he said. “We know what 

was possible 30 years ago is not 

acceptable anymore. Even in a 

rally in Corsica you used to go 

flat-out on road sections. Times 

are changing, sometimes for 

the good, sometimes not so good 

for the enthusiasts, but that’s 

the way it goes.”

Todt’s presence in Corsica 

might have been interpreted by 

some as a message to the promoter 

– with France’s WRC counter 

understood to be under pressure 

due to the comparatively small 

number of  spectators and the 

expense and logistics involved 

with getting to the island.  

“I love Corsica and I think it’s 

a very good venue,” said Todt. 

“When you see the roads, they 

are unique. I went by helicopter 

in SS6 and I saw a lot of  spectators 

with a great improvement on 

safety for the spectators, they 

are doing a great job. 

“I think Corsica is the perfect 

venue to be hosted by the World 

Rally Championship.”

Photos:RedBullContentPool,mcklein-imagedatabase.com

FIA president confirms WRC can still have lengthy stages

Mexico: shortening stages since 2016
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Makinen called for shorter events



Loeb was rapid

despite crash

CitroenbossLindaJackson

has toldMotorsportNews

thedoor isopen fora

full-timeWorldRally

Championshipreturn for

SebastienLoeb in2019.

TheFrenchmanwon

stagesbut ruledhimself

outof apossiblewin in

Corsica lastweekendwhen

heslidoff theroadand

outof secondplaceon the

second test.Hereturned

onday two.Jacksonsaid

Loeb’s effectwasbeing

felt throughout the team

andsaid thequestionof a

possible 2019dealwould

beaddressed in time.

“Youneed toaskme

thatquestion later in the

season,” shesaid, “but

that (a full-timereturn)

woulddependcompletely

onSebastienandhis

availabilityandwhat

hewants todo.”

Loeb isonlyscheduled

tocompeteononemore

event in2018, onRallySpain

inOctober, butquestioned

on thepotential forhim

competing inGermany in

June, Jacksonadded:

“WithSebastien it’s three

rallies, it’shisagenda

andhisdiary.”

Whenasked if his

Corsicanspeedhaddone

anything to tempthim

back,Loebaffirmedhis

want forabreak.

“It’s the summer,”hesaid,

“and it’s still time for the

beach.Whathappened in

Corsica, it’s frustrating.

I sawreally in the first

stage therhythmwasgood.

I could fight, anice fight

andhave funand then

finallyeverythingstopped

in the first cornerof the

secondstage.

“Without thepuncture

inMexicoand thishere, it

couldhavebeen twonice

results, butnowit’snot.”

TeamprincipalPierre

BudarsharedLoeb’s

frustrations, adding: “It got

moreandmore frustrating

withevery fastest timehe

set!But this is thegame.

“Wedidn’t talkabout

anything for later in the

year– I read in thepress

hewill beon thebeach [for

Germany]and Ihaven’t

tried topersuadehimto

comeoff thebeachyet!”

Citroen’sCEOLindaJackson

saysLoeb’spaceandthespikein

mediainterestinMexicoand

Corsicaprovedtheteamwas

righttoputhiminCraig

Breen’scar.

JacksontoldMN:“Wemade

therightchoicesatthestart

of thisseason.Alotof people

asked: ‘Isthistherightthingto

do?’Ithinkwehaveshownthat

itseemstobeworkingwell.”

LoebagaintoldMN,however,

thatitwasnothisintentionto

substituteBreen.Hesaid:

“WhenIdidthedeal,originally

itwaswithYves[Matton,former

teamprincipal].Theyaskedme

if Iwantedtodosomerallies,

butnobodytoldmeIwouldget

thecarof Craig.I imagined

anothercar,I imaginedmaybe

aRedBullcar,myowncar–

I’msorryforhim.”

ToyotadriverJari-Matti

Latvalahaspraisedthe

improvedsafetyfeatures

aboardWorldRallyCars

afterhewalkedawayfrom

asignificantsideimpactat

lastweek’sTourdeCorse.

TheFinncrashedout

of theBastia-basedevent

onSaturdayafternoon,

slammingtheright-hand

sideof hisYarisWRCinto

atree.Revisedregulations

fortheWRC’stopclasscars

meantanincreasedgap

betweenthedoorandthe

outsideof theseatsand

moreimpact-absorbing

foamforthisseason.

Latvalasaid:“Itwasa

fairlybigimpact,butyoucan

seenowhowwell thesafety

foamisworking.Sometimes

youwouldcomeawayfrom

thiskindof crashandyou

wouldfeel it intheneck,

butthistimeIreallydon’t

feelanything.

“Youcanreallystarttosay

thesecarsaresafe, this is

thefirst timewehaveseen

[theside-impactfoam]really

testedandit’sverygood.”

M-SportFordWorldRally

TeamdriverElfynEvans

praisedPhilMills’effortsasa

last-minutestand-inforthe

injuredDanBarrittat last

week’sTourdeCorse.

Makingtheircompetitive

debuttogether, theWelshmen

finishedfifth,3.5secondsbehind

DaniSordo’sHyundai.Mills last

competedintheWRCin2010,

buthadn’tbeentoCorsicafor

10years.

“Hedidagreat job,”saidElfyn.

“Itwasabigthingtoaskhimto

jumpinforthiseventand,of

course, itwasnevergoingtobe

thesameaswithDan,butitwas

reallygood.”

Mills,whowonthiseventwith

PetterSolberginafactorySubaru

15yearsago,admittedithadtaken

himawhiletogetuptospeedwith

amodernWorldRallyCar.

Hesaid:“WhenIwaswithPetter

Irememberhavingtimetotake

half abreathwhenwewere

acceleratingthroughthirdgear

andmaybeanotherbreathwhen

wegottofourth.There’sno

chanceinthesecars.Wewere

comingintocornersandElfyn

justkeptgivingitanothergear

andanotherandit justkeptgoing

–thesecarsarejustunbelievable.

It’sbeenagreat,butthat’s it

forme.Jobdone.Dan’sback

forArgentina!”

‘Wooden spoon for 
crasher Loeb’
WRC Tour de Corse report, p20
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Latvala praises new WRC safety features after crash

Bringing Loeb back ‘the right choice’

Mills praised on his WRC return with Evans

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“Corsica dema
respect from 
WRC crews”

T
ommi Makinen stopped 
talking and started 
watching television. It
was understandable: he 
was watching a young 
Finn driving a Mitsubishi 

a good few Tour de Corses ago. He was 
watching himself.

“Is it?” he said, as much to himself as anybody. 
“Is it… no, it’s not.”

Remembering himself, he smiled and added: “I 
thought it was the cow. You remember the cow?”

How could we forget the cow Makinen crashed 
into on the Tour de Corse in 1997?

I love these kind of conversations with the 
four-time world champion. Slightly random, 
but 100 per cent fever.

“It was a big cow,” he said. “Same stage as 
Sunday morning – that was a bad one. A couple 
of years later we crashed again there, rolling 
off the road on a right-hander. But the cow was 
really a nasty one. We came over the col with 
about 20 kilometres left in the stage and it was 
there in the middle of the road. We hit it hard 
and went straight to the wall. We went over the 
wall and fell a long, long way down.”

Makinen’s arch-rival in 1997 Colin McRae had 
met the cows a minute or two before the Lancer 
driver, but the Scot’s Subaru had squeezed 
through the gap between bovine bottom and 
rock face. Not Tommi. The cow was caught 
mid-ships by a Mitsubishi badge travelling 
at 100mph.

Even the cow palled into insignificance when 
Makinen clipped a low wall on a fast right-hander 
in 2001. The Lancer flipped, clattered the rock 
face on the left and slid down the road on its roof 
to within an inch or two of the edge of oblivion. 
Makinen clambered out, but co-driver Risto 
Mannisenmaki had injured his back and couldn’t 
get out. The drama was huge, the wheel which 
had been ripped off on initial impact was on fire 
next to a car nobody really wanted to touch 
for fear of tipping it down the mountain with 
Mannisenmaki still inside.

It’s little wonder Toyota’s top man remembers 
Corsica with little fondness. 

This place, probably more than anywhere else 
in the series, still commands the ultimate respect 
from the crews. Let’s be honest, whether it’s the 
Col San Quilic stage, which almost cost Colin 
McRae his life in 2000, or the road just above 
Corte which did for Henri Toivonen and Sergio 
Cresto 14 years earlier, there are plenty of 
reminders about how hard Corsica can bite. 

I’m all for the heritage and the challenge this 
event brings, but I am starting to wonder how 
much of a future Corsica has going forward in 
the world championship. 

For years the promoter has banged on 
about getting WRC events on the mainland – 
the lack of spectators, once again, bears 
testament to this. And the hours spent 
travelling halfway down Europe to get there 
is roughly the same amount of time it would 
take to get to, say, Japan…

I’m afraid Corsica could come up short.

Jackson feels Loeb decision has been vindicated

DOOROPENFOR LOEB WRC RETURN

Mills (l) returned to the island for the first time in 10 years

Yaris WRC of Latvala was heavily dented

Photos: Red Bull Content Pool, mcklein-imagedatabase.com, Citroen



Davies heads

to Europe

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Kevin Money, Pro-Rally Photography

BTRDAdriverJodyBowcotthas

boughtaProtonSatriaS2000with

aMillingtonengineandwill

switchtoasphaltrallyingin2018.

Bowcott,whohastakenclass

winsinhisB11-specFordEscort

Mk2,willdebutthefour-wheel-

drivemachine–purchased

fromBarryRenwick–onthe

ManxNationalRallyonMay11.

“I’vebeeninthegravelEscort

forfiveyearsandthenwepicked

uptheTarmacEscort,whichwe

usedontheManxlastyear,”said

Bowcott.“I’vealwaysfancied

somethingabitdifferentbut

didn’twanttogoR5.

“I’vehadfour-wheel-drivecars

before,butneverdriventhem

onTarmac.I’mhopingtodoatest

withGeoff JonesMotorsport

beforetheManx.It’sgoingto

beabaptismof fire.Everyone

saysit’s justlikeanEscortwith

betterbrakesandmoregrip.”

Bowcottwillthenheadto

Essexforthe45-mileRally

TendringandClacton,before

headingbacktoDouglas.

“We’lldothethreeintheIsleof

Man,theManxNational,RallyIsle

of ManandthePokerstarsinthe

Proton,andthenwe’vestillgotthe

Escort,whichwe’lluseforRally

TendringandClactonandmaybe

oneother,”headded.

NewMotorsportNewsCircuit

RallychampionChrisWest

isalreadyfocusingonnext

year’schampionshipbattle

aftersecuringhisfirsttitle

lastweekendatCadwellPark.

WestbroughthisPeugeot306

Maxihomefifthoverallonthe

AlanHealyMemorialRally

afteranincidentwithJohn

Stoneandabrokendriveshaft

demotedhimfromthelead.His

titleisstillpendingafueltest

fromroundsixatAnglesey.

“Ican’tbelievethatwe’re

here,I’mabsolutelyoverthe

moon,”hesaid,“I’malready

lookingforwardtonextyear.

“Idon’tgoouttofinish

second,Icometowin.We

willbebackagainnextyear

todefendourtitleinthesame

car,albeitwithsomeupgrades.

“I’vededicatedbasicallyany

freetimeI’vehadtothiscarand

mymissusandmykidshave

sufferedbecauseof it if I’m

honest,butit’sbeenworth

itasI’vewoninaheavier

andlesspowerfulcarthan

aMillingtonEscort.”

Westsealedthetitleafter

takingfifthplaceonlast

weekend’sAlanHealy

MemorialRallyatCadwell

Park.It’sthefirsttimethe

championshiphasbeen

wonwitharoundtospare

initsthree-seasonhistory.

AlsocrownedatCadwell

wasoutgoingchampionIan

Woodhousewhowonthe

MichelinCupfordriverson

theFrenchtyres.Hewinsa

numberof prizesincluding12

tyresforhisFordEscortMk2as

hefinishedtheeventsecond.

Thereisstillanumberof

classtitlestobedecidedonthis

weekends’sSMCStages,the

finalroundof the2017/18MN

CircuitRallyChampionship.

Oswestry driver Brandon

Smith will field the first

Darrian to do Rally Barbados

in 13 years with his 2018 entry.

Smith competed on the event

last year in a Volkswagen Polo.

Smith, who finished 47th

in the 2017 event, said: “It’s a

fantastic event, the

atmosphere and the people

make it as much as the rally

itself. The locals have their

cars set up properly for the

roads and they are quick.

“The Darrian is shipped in

three weeks’ time so we’re

focusing on knuckling down

and getting it ready now.

The tests have gone well.”

Smith finished sixth on

the Blyton Park-based Jack

Neal Stages and fourth on

the Weeton Camp Roskirk

Stages earlier this year in

preparation for the event.

Rally Barbados has already

attracted over 30 British and

Irish crews, including Kevin

Procter (Ford Fiesta) and

2012/’13 winner Paul Bird

(Ford Focus WRC07). The

rally takes place on June 1-3.

Bowcott gets Proton Satria for Isle of Man

West pledges MN Circuit title defenceSmith’s Darrian T90 heading to Barbados

RALLY NEWS

SPAINANDPORTUGAL
WRCEVENTSFORDAVIES

By Jack Benyon

Prestone Motorsport 
News Junior British Rally 
Championship frontrunner 
Cameron Davies will compete 
on Rally Portugal and Rally 
Spain in the World Rally 
Championship, having joined 
thePeugeotRallyCupIberica.

DavieswontheJBRCclassonthe

RSACScottishRallylastseason

whenrunninghisPeugeot208

onatightbudget.AftertheScottish

event,Davieswashitbyanother

competitorwhenhestalledona

stageontheYpresRally.Following

that,theengineinhiscarexpired

ontheNickyGristStages,which

endedhiscampaignearly.

Davies’208R2willberunby

PortugueseoutfitPTRacingin2018,

whichDaviesbelieveswillhelphim

focusonhisdriving.“That’soneof

themainattractionsforme:not

havingtorunthecar,”saidDavies,

whowillbeco-drivenbyMax

Freeman.“GoingtoEuropeisgood

forexperience,butalltheworryis

withtheteamandthenIcanfocus

onthetravel, fitness,preparation

andtherecce.It’sabigpartaswe

struggledalotwiththatlastyear.

“WhenIdidtheM-Sportshootout

[foradriveinJuniorWRCin2017],I

Davies won at Scottish Rally

Smith tested the Darrian at Blyton Park in February

got to the end but one of  the big 

reasons I didn’t win was because of  

a lack of  European experience. I’ve 

looked at that and addressed it.”

The 2016 Fiesta ST Trophy 

champion evaluated a number 

of  options before settling on the 

six-round Iberica Cup, which has 

three rounds in Portugal and three 

in Spain. “I was looking at doing 

select ERC events and looked at 

the French Championship as well,” 

he added. “I got a great offer to go 

and do the Peugeot Rally Cup Iberia. 

They wanted a UK driver to come 

over and promote it.”

There’s £17,500 of  prizes on offer 

per round for the cup, which runs a 

Pirelli control tyre and is only open 

to 208 R2s. Davies is unlikely to 

return to the BRC this year. He was 

one of  the pre-season favourites.

The opening round of the contest is 

on Rally Portugal on May 17-20.
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Peugeot Rally Cup Iberica for  Welsh driver



DavidBogieissettotakeon

thebestof theIrishmodified

classdriversasanewspecially

builtFordEscortMk2nears

completionforuseinthe

secondhalf of 2018.

The2011Britishandfive-time

ScottishRallychampionhas

beencampaigninganEscort

Mk2inrecentyears,most

notablywinningthenational

sectionof theDonegalRally

in2016,butthatcarwas

originallybuilt forgravel.

Boththeoldandnewcarsare

builtbyHamishKinloch.

“I’mgoingtokeeptheold

one.Thatwasbuiltasagravel

car, ithasalltheKevlarguards

andthingsyouneedforgravel,”

saidBogie,whodrovethatcar

tosixthontheGrampianRally

lastyearonitsfirstgravel

appearanceinBogie’shands.

“Becauseof thatitmakes

thecarheavier.Wehadanother

bodyshellthereandHamish

hasfreedupthetimetobuild

anothercar.You’llnevergo

wrongwithaMk2.Itwillbe

fullmodifiedspec,theplan

istotakethattoIreland.The

modifiedclassoverthereis

wellsupported.”

Thecarwillbeabitdifferent

totheusualmodifiedEscorts.

ItwilluseaMillington2.5-litre

enginewithasequential

gearboxbutwillbeleft-hand

drive,whichisrareinIreland.

“Hamishsaysthatthereare

benefitstobuildinga

left-hand-drivecar,andthese

daysI’minaleft-hand-drive

carmore,”addedBogie.“It’ll

makeiteasiertoadapt[from

theSkodaFabiaheregularly

rallies]totheEscort.”

Bogiewillcompeteonthe

SpeysideRallyonApril21,

whichhewilluseasawarm-up

fortheopeningroundof the

BritishRallyChampionship,

thePirelliInternationalRally

onApril28.Bogiehaswonthe

Speysideeighttimes.

TheDumfriesdriverwill

alsodoYpres,andthen

evaluatewhicheventsto

contestafterthat.

‘Strong World Rallycross
field meets in Barcelona’
Full 2018WRX preview, p33
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Severn Valley story waiting for final entry list
Gravel debut for Field in Swift Fiesta

Motor Sports Association’s chief executive Rob Jones steps down

Opel Rallye Cup driver 

Fred Field has been given 

the opportunity to make 

his gravel rally debut 

this weekend on the 

Rallynuts Stages. 

Field has exclusively 

rallied on asphalt in his 

career so far, which began 

in 2015. He will drive a Ford 

Fiesta R2 after being given 

the chance by Peter Smith.

Swift Caravans boss 

Smith, father of  Le Mans 

winner Guy and a rally 

winner in his own right, has 

been giving young drivers a 

chance to drive an R2 with 

backingfromhiscompany

“It w

said F

from 

be my

grave

some

been 

do for

got so

from 

Edwa

[Briti

Rally

Championship driver] as 

well, I’ve only ever done 

one test day on gravel so 

that will be really helpful. 

I’m in Sweet Lamb with 

him, which I’m really 

looking forward to.

“I’ve never run from 

organiser’s notes before 

so that may be the hardest 

thing. A combination of  

the notes and a new surface 

will mean it will take a bit 

of  dialling in, but I’m really 

looking forward to it.”

Field is one of  10 R2 

cars on the entry list for 

the Builth Wells-based 

event Heisjoined 

r 

y 

hip 

bila 

geot 

osh 

who 

eer a 

Fiesta 

T.

Rob Jones, the chief  

executive of  UK 

motorsport’s governing 

body the Motor Sports 

Association, has stepped 

down after 12 years. 

Jones, 63, spent the 

last four years as chief  

executive, and will 

relinquish his role as of  

May 31.  Jones’ departure 

comes at a time of change 

for the MSA, with World 

Rally Championship 

winning co-driver and 

owner of  Prodrive, David 

Richards, taking over 

from British Touring 

Car Championship series 

director Alan Gow as the 

chairman of the MSA. 

“Ahead is the promise 

of  another significant 

era with an evolving role 

for the MSA led by a new 

chairman together with 

a new board and I believe 

that the timing is right for 

me to move on, having 

achieved what I had been 

tasked to do,” said Jones.

He holds a number 

of  roles in the FIA and 

will continue to do so. 

Jones was a rally 

co-driver and has been 

a successful solicitor.

It is yet to be confirmed 

who will replace Jones at 

the MSA.  

Reigning BTRDA champion Stephen 

Petch leads the field away for the 

second round of the BTRDA in Builth 

Wells for the Severn Valley, now 

known as the Rallynuts Stages.

The event joins the series for the 

first time since 1989, after replacing 

the Somerset Stages, and is the 

second round thanks to the 

cancellation of  the Malcolm Wilson 

Rally due to bad weather. 

The majority of  the top 10 are 

therefore unfamiliar with the event, 

at least in recent years, but an 

intriguing entry in Connor 

McCloskey could hold an advantage. 

Hehaswontheeventthetwotimeshe

has contested it, in 2013 and 2017.

The drawback is that the Northern 

Irishman is aboard an R5 car rather 

than the WRC of the likes of  Petch, 

current series leader Paul Bird (Ford 

Focus WRC07) and Luke Francis. 

But car three on the road, Matt 

Edwards, was rapid on the Cambrian 

to open the season and was leading 

before an off, so the R5 can challenge. 

Veteran Welshman Hugh Hunter 

knows the roads well and lines up as 

Francis’ Fiesta RS WRC team-mate in 

the Melvyn Evans Motorsport team, 

while 2016 BTRDA champion Charlie 

Payne and regular rally winner 

Julian Reynolds could also challenge.

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

REVELLING IN HISTORIC RALLYING

T
he first event run to
the new Rally 2WD
format has come and
gone and the response
has been remarkably
positive. Rally North

Wales delivered excellent road
conditions and competitors were
magnanimous in their praise for
the event.

I have to declare an interest here, as I’ve
been involved with Rally 2WD from the 
start, along with Simon Wallis and Alan 
Walker, but I’ll try and be objective.

In short, Wolverhampton and South 
Staffordshire Car Club turned a loss-
making 2017 event into a rally that should 
have returned a sensible profit to the club. 
A few late withdrawals left the entry list 
just short of the 120 capacity and 105 
of them were in two-wheel-drive cars. 
Over 150 crews initially entered the rally.

Within the two-wheel-drive field were 
at least 15 crews that had previously 
stopped doing gravel rallies following the 
2015 running order changes. The BHRC 
started with 53 contenders, compared to 
23 cars a year earlier, and the new Rally2 
Championship for modern 2WDs started 
with an encouraging 13 contenders. The 
best Category 1 field (pre-1968) for years 
arrived in Dolgellau and the response to 
the event, road conditions and overall 
format was overwhelmingly positive. 

So, what were the drawbacks? Only one 
really stands out: it was a long wait for 11 
4WD cars for the marshals and everyone 
involved recognises that. It is something 
that needs addressing and a larger 
four-wheel-drive entry would have made 
it more palatable. But some of those 
crews were caught out by the speed 
with which the entry filled up.

Interestingly, leading four-wheel-drive 
pilot Dylan Davies reported that road 
conditions did not seem particularly 
different, which is fantastic news, as 
rather than being car 1 on the road, he was 
around car 90. Once again, the quality of 
work being done by Rally4Wales is 
bringing massive benefit to gravel rallying.

What next for Rally 2WD? Well, the 
Pirelli Rally had already pioneered a format 
that put the two-wheel-drives first and the 
response to the April 28 event has been 
excellent. The section started 42 cars in 
2017 but the final tally for this year could 
be close to double that number.

Then, the Red Kite Stages (June 24) will 
be the second event to run the Rally 2WD 
format and the entry will fill up fast. The 
regs are already out and entries are open, 
with a sensible offer from the organisers 
of a £50 deposit to secure a place.

Inevitably, work has been underway 
for some time on how R2WD evolves in 
2019. What would be excellent now is 
to find one or two more organising clubs 
in Wales that might be interested in 
adopting the format.

Bogie’s first Escort

was built for gravel

BOGIE BUILDING NEW 
ASPHALT ESCORT Bogie: to Ireland

PAUL
LAWRENCE
“Rally2WD
brought lost
crews back”

ENTRY LIST:TOP SEEDS
Rallynuts Stages, BTRDA Rally Series, April 14, Builth Wells

NO.  DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR

1 Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson Ford Fiesta RS WRC
2 Paul Bird/Jack Morton Ford Focus WRC07
3 Matt Edwards/Darren Garrod Ford Fiesta R5
4 Luke Francis/John H Roberts Ford Fiesta RS WRC
5 Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg Ford Fiesta RS WRC
6 Connor McCloskey/John Rowan Ford Fiesta R5 
8 Tom Cave/Dale Bowen Subaru Impreza
9 Charles Payne/Carl Williamson Ford Fiesta WRC
10 Julian Reynolds/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta R5

* car 7 yet to be confirmed 

Leaving: Rob Jones

Germany regular Field to Wales
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A
damp weekend
in Antrim for
the returning
Easter Stages
produced
another epic
Irish Tarmac

Championship battle between
the Moffett brothers, as Josh
came out ahead of Sam by a
matter of seconds.

Comingjustafewweeksafter

WestCork,andwiththeNational

Championship’sCircuitof Kerry

roundoccurringonthesame

weekend, itwasn’thugely

surprisingtoseearelativelysmall

entryfortheUlsterAutomobile

Club’sEasterStagesevent.

Thesecondroundof thisyear’s

ITRChadall themainchampionship

contenderstakethestart, though,

andonceagainitwastheMoffett

menfromMonaghanthatprovided

themaindrama.BasedinBallyclare,

CountyAntrim,theeventhad12

stages(familiartosomefromUlster

ralliespast),andconditionswere

toprovearealchallengeforthe

competingcrews.

Quickestoutof theblocksand

intoaleadthathewouldholdfor

thewholeof thefirstday,Derek

McGarritywasmakingfulluseof

boththetechnologyadvantageof

EASTER WIN FOR JOSH MOFETT

his Subaru Impreza S14 WRC and 

local knowledge with his house 

being only a few miles from the 

stages. His WRC car was not eligible 

for overall ITRC points as those 

positions are reserved for R5 cars.

The first test was shortened due to 

organisational issues, and torrential 

rain on SS2 meant treacherous 

amounts of  standing water for all. 

Desi Henry was the quickest R5 

man on SS1, back in a new upgraded 

Skoda Fabia after his Ford Fiesta 

foray on round one, though issues 

with brake bias and an overshoot 

meant he dropped back down the 

field until he put the Fabia off  on 

Saturday’s penultimate test to go 

OTL and out of  the event.

Daniel Cronin was going well 

on his first-ever event in Northern 

Ireland in his Fiesta R5, and 

could have been further up the 

leaderboard were it not for a time-

consuming incident with a chicane. 

Marty McCormack and David 

Moynihan (Skoda Fabia R5) set a 

rapid time on the second test and 

followed up with good consistency 

all day to end up second overall 

overnight behind McGarrity, 

although as they aren’t registered 

for Tarmac points, it was the Moffett 

brothers who once again headed the 

championshipcontenders.Samwas

fastest on the final stage of  the day

to keep Josh in his sights. Robert 

Barrable and Damien Connolly 

(Ford Fiesta R5) were behind 

after they also had a fastest 

time during the day.

Clutch issues after the overnight 

halt stopped McGarrity in his tracks, 

and stunning times by both Josh and 

Sam Moffett on the first stage of  

the day meant they leapfrogged 

McCormack into the top two slots. 

It was to remain like this for the 

rest of  the rally, with sometimes 

only fractions of  seconds between 

stage times as the brothers went 

on full attack, Josh commenting 

that the rally really came alive on 

the last loop. 

The thorny issue of  bogey times 

came to the fore, with the maximum 

allowable average speed (75mph) 

beaten by the top four crews on SS9 

and the top two crews on SS12. Even 

without the bogey intervention, Josh 

would have won by a tiny margin, 

and another maximum points allied 

to victory is very good news for his 

title bid. The 2018 season is rapidly 

shaping up to be a titanic duel 

between the brothers, and this 

battle will continue on the next 

round in Killarney.

McCormack took the final podium 

slot, thoughBarrablegarnered

third-placepointstoconsolidate

his championship position. 

Jonny Greer put in a promising 

performance for fifth in the Fiesta 

used by Desi Henry in West Cork, 

the Carryduff  man’s new Citroen 

C3 R5 still not ready and awaiting 

parts from abroad. Cronin – 

brother of  four-time British Rally 

champion Keith – wound up just 

five seconds behind Greer, his 

pace improving with each event, 

and the Cork man will be one to 

watch as the year progresses.

Alan Carmichael took his Mini 

Countryman WRC to seventh 

ahead of  Stephen Wright (Fiesta 

R5)andEugeneDonnelly’s

MRF-shodHyundai i20R5.

While a strong R5 entry provided 

interest at the head of  the field, 

many of  the International classes 

suffered from depleted numbers. 

William Mavitty took Group N 

honours in a Mitsubishi Lancer 

E9 ahead of  the Impreza of  Liam 

Egan, with Kyle White (Peugeot 208 

R2) winning class A2 and Michael 

McGarrity (Citroen DS3 R3) the 

sole A3 entrant and finisher. 

Alan Carmichael was the victor 

in class A7 for WRC cars after 

McGarrity’s demise, with Denis 

Biggerstaff  bringing his Subaru 

Impreza WRC S9 17th overall for 

second in class.

Photos: Roy Dempster

Josh Moffett beat 

brother, Sam

ITRC WEST CORK REPORT

RESULTS

Irish Tarmac Rally Championship, round 2/6, April 6/7

POS DRIVER  CAR  TIME

1 Josh Moffett/Andy Hayes Ford Fiesta R5 1h12m29.7s

2 Sam Moffett/Karl Atkinson Ford Fiesta R5 +4.6s

3 Marty McCormack/David Moynihan Skoda Fabia R5 +16.4s

4 Robert Barrable/Damien Connolly Ford Fiesta R5 +54.1s

5 Jonny Greer/Kirsty Riddick Ford Fiesta R5 +1m10.5s

6 Daniel Cronin/Shane Buckley Ford Fiesta R5 +1m15.3s

7 Alan Carmichael/Ivor Lamont Mini JCW WRC +1m59.2s

8 Stephen Wright/Arthur Kierans Ford Fiesta R5 +2m52.7s

9 Eugene Donnelly/Mark Kane Hyundai i20 R5 +2m59.3s

10 Kevin Eves/Chris Melly Toyota Corolla +3m58.9s

Class winners Kyle White/Sean Topping (Peugeot 208); Michael McGarrity/Damien Garvey (Citroen DS3 R3); William 
Mavitty/Brian Daniels (Mitsubishi Lancer E9); J Moffett/Hayes; Carmichael/Lamont

Following a somewhat troubled 

weekend in West Cork (which still 

resulted in a maximum points haul), 

Kevin Eves and Chris Melly headed 

the rest of  the Modified machinery 

home in their Toyota Corolla to 

stretch their lead at the head of  

the championship table. 

Alan Smyth and Mac Kierans 

(Mitsubishi Lancer E10) led a gaggle 

of  Ford Escorts after SS1 on their

 first proper stage rally in the car. 

Although former Billy Coleman 

Award nominee and reigning modified 

champion Eves started to claw back 

lost time  as the day went on, Smyth’s 

grip advantage really showed in the 

slippery conditions. 

Frank Kelly’s event unfortunately 

ended with the infamous ‘Baby Blue’ 

Escort on top of  a ditch on SS5, the 

same test that caught out Desi Henry.

Heading into the second day, Smyth 

headed Keith White and Eves, the gap 

between the latter pair standing at just 

over four seconds. There was to be no 

stopping Eves as the day went on as 

he inexorably reeled in first White

and then Smyth to take the Modified 

spoils and 10th overall thanks to a 

major push on the last few stages. 

Donegal man Eves will doubtless 

be buoyed by this performance 

heading into Killarney and his 

home International in June.

Jason Roche was next up of  the 

registered Tarmac contenders and 

took his first points of  the season to 

move into joint third place, while JR 

McDaid followed and now lies second 

overall in the Modified championship. 

Wesley Patterson had mechanical 

problems and was forced into Rally 2 

but picked up some championship 

points ahead of  Joe McQuillan, 

another man to get back out in 

Rally 2 after issues on Friday.

Renowned preparation guru 

Camillus Bradley finished third in 

Class M3 and fifth Modified overall, 

behind Niall Henry’s Citroen DS3 R5 

which, unusually, was running in 

the non-homologated M4 category for 

modified four-wheel-drive machinery. 

The M2 class featured a big entry of  

Escorts with John Devlin taking the 

win ahead of  John Bradley, while 

James and Heather Kennedy took third.

In the Historic section, Stanley Orr 

and Graham Henderson (Ford Escort) 

obliterated their competitors to finish 

inside the top 20 overall after an 

impressive drive. Martin Freestone 

made up for his non-finish inWes

Cork to get some points on thebo

The Junior category ran unde

the umbrella of  the Easter Stag

Saturday Rally, and as wellast

the Junior win and Junior Tar

points, Gary McNamee andBr

Brady (Honda Civic) won thep

supported Saturday event inw

five cars finished. Gareth Dea

and Eathan McColgan (Hon

were almost four minutes be

come the finish, but took sec

placed Junior points and are

now joint second in the Junior

championship as Killarneylooms.

 Results
1 Kevin Eves/Chris Melly (Toyota Corolla) 1h16m28.6s; 2 Alan 
Smyth/Mac Kierans (Mitsubishi Lancer E10) +07.4s; 3 Keith 
White/Paul Mulholland (Ford Escort Mk1); 4 Niall Henry/
Damien Duffin (Citroen DS3 R5); 5 Camillus Bradley/Crawford 
Henderson (Ford Escort Mk2); 6 John Devlin/John McCarthy 

Eves has another difficult event, and another maximum points ha

Second maximum points haul cements Josh’s title push. By Maurice Malone

Kevin Eves won modified class

(Escort). Class winners: Eamon McLaughlin/Hannah Johnston 
(Vauxhall Nova GTE); Devlin/McCarthy; Eves/Melly; Smyth/Kierans; 
Stanley Orr/Graham Henderson (Escort); Ernie Graham/Damian 
Shields (Escort); Gary Rodgers/Geoff Patterson (Mitsubishi Lancer 
E9); Eamon Doherty/Damian McAuley (Escort); Marshall Kennedy/
Wendy Blackledge (Peugeot 306 GTI); Gary McNamee/Brian Brady 
(Honda Civic)



MN CIRCUIT RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
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RESULTS

Alan Healy Memorial Rally, Cadwell Park, April 8

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Mark Kelly/Andy Baker Ford Escort Mk2 46m35s
2 Ian Woodhouse/Jason Leaf Ford Escort Mk2 +5s
3 Graeme Bell/Russ Radford ProtonSatriaS2000Millington +1m15s
4 Ian Bainbridge/Daniel May Subaru Impreza +2m04s
5 Chris West/Keith Hounslow Peugeot 306 Maxi Kit Car +2m09s
6 Mike Taylor/Martin Haggett Talbot Sunbeam-Lotus +2m23s
7 Dane Walker/Dave Boyes Ford Escort Mk2 +3m19s
8 ToniCarannante/FrancoCarannante Subaru Impreza STi +3m27s
9 Tom Blackwood/Gordon Winning Ford Escort Mk2 +3m27s
10 Colin Gemmell/Derek Keir Ford Escort Mk2 +3m44s

Class winners: David McMullan/Marc Melhuish (Vauxhall Nova), Paul Sheard/Bruce Lindsay (Mazda MX-5), Walker/Boyes, Kelly/
Baker, Bell/Radford.

DaneWalkersealed the 
Class C win in a Ford Escort 
Mk2 in what was a highly-
impressive seventh overall, 
especially considering that some 
of his fastest stage times were 
achieved with a broken steering 
arm and ball joint (SS7) and a 
front tyre unseated from its rim 
(SS6). Stephen Beck’s crash 
on SS7 assured Walker’s class 
win. He remains in the lead of 
the championship.

Fellow Escort driver Gary 
Mason was second, on his 
first rally with the car. Roland 
Brown was third in a Escort 
Mk1, but as he is not 
championship-registered, 
so Vince Sillett picked up the 
points for third. Sillett changed 
to 13-inch wheels to allow bigger 
tyres for extra grip.

Cathy Sewart holds on to 
second in the championship, 
finishing despite three offs. Beck 
and Sillett are now tied for third. 
Darrian regular Josh Davey 
attempted to salvage his season 
with a run in his old MG ZR, but 
the gear selector broke on SS3.

Paul Sheard was the runaway 
winner of Class B. The Mazda 
MX-5 driver was five seconds off 
a top-10 finish, having posted a 
sixth-fastest time on SS9. The 
Congleton driver found his 
car suited to the wet track and 
benefited from an early switch 
to wet tyres.

Elsewhere, the class was a war 
of attrition. Mark Burton sheared 
a driveshaft on his Ford Fiesta on 
SS3 and Chris Platt, returning in 
his Vauxhall Tigra, exited on SS6 
with electrical problems, having 
had a mysterious oil leak for 
most of the day. 

This left Anglesey class winner 
Ashleigh Morris and Ken Sturdy 
in his Suzuki Swift with a chance. 
Sturdy was third on the stages, 
but second-placed driver Des 
Campbell was not 
championship-registered. 

Morris was third in the points 
and fourth on the stages, having 
struggled for grip even with 
wet tyres. She relinquished 
her narrow championship lead 
to Sheard.  

David McMullan and Aaron 
Rix continued their battle for 
Class A honours. McMullan 
was “on a mission” to put as 
much time between himself 
and Rix as possible, in an 
attempt to overhaul the Ford 
Ka driver’s championship lead.

He finished two minutes 
ahead of Rix, despite a 60s 
penalty for arriving late at a 
time control. This came just 
after a spectacular run to 20th 
place on SS1.

Rix took a steadier approach, 
protecting his championship 
lead rather than chasing 
McMullan. Cadwell is not a 
favoured venue for Rix and he 
was happy with second.

McMullan’s only hope for 
the championship lead was 
Dale Lawson, in an MG ZR. 

If Lawson overtook Rix, then 
McMullan could have taken 
the lead. Lawson is known 
for his prowess on wet tracks 
but he was unable to 
overhaul Rix. 

Non-championship driver 
Andrew Chandler, in an Escort, 
split them on the stages.

Rachel Harris Gardiner

C
hris West made 
Motorsport News 
Circuit Rally 
Championship 
history on the 
Alan Healy 
Memorial Cadwell 

Park Stages, but it was Mark Kelly 
with the biggest smile on his face 
after nine special stages.

Kelly powered his Ford Escort Mk2 to a 

five-second victory over the similar car 

of  Ian Woodhouse, setting a scorching 

time through the penultimate test to go 

seven seconds quicker than anybody else.

“We’re delighted with that,” beamed 

Kelly at the finish after his second victory 

following his Brands Hatch win in 

January. And he had every right to be. 

Conditions had begun dry but with 

every counting stage the roads were 

getting wetter and more difficult.

As Woodhouse acknowledged: “Kelly’s 

very good in the wet.” And so it proved, 

but both men suffered issues.

Kelly’s Escort developed a paddleshift 

problem on the opening test which lost 

him a few seconds, before he then got 

stuck behind the Mitsubishi Lancer 

of  Tony Clements on the fifth stage.

Woodhouse was struggling with 

traffic too. Peter Stephenson stalled his 

ex-Juha Kankkunen Impreza WRC on 

the narrowest part of  both the opening 

two stages, blocking the road entirely on 

the second. Woodhouse’s Escort was 

caught behind on both occasions and 

was left so furious he lodged a complaint 

with the stewards.

His appeal proved unsuccessful, and 

left him just a couple of  seconds ahead 

of  Kelly when he felt he should have had 

at least a 10-second cushion.

Woodhouse began his charge in the 

afternoon, eking out a 5s lead over 

Kelly only for him to drop seven on the 

penultimate test. Any thoughts of  a final 

stage fightback were dashed when he was 

delayed briefly by the Escort of  Colin 

Gemmell, feeling “pretty gutted” to lose 

out to Kelly after such a close battle.

Staying out of  trouble was the 

Millington Proton Satria of  Graeme Bell. 

Despite entering the event “just for the 

laugh,” Bell was never outside the top 

five all day and kept his nose clean to 

record a well-earned podium finish.

But while the unregistered Bell stayed 

out of  trouble, the championship-chasing

West was doing anything but.

Despite “driving at 75 per cent”, the 

Peugeot driver had opened up a 13-second

lead courtesy of  four consecutive stage 

wins in the morning, but saw that gap 

eroded down to seven when his power-

steering failed on stage five.

Stage six would turn the event on 

its head. John Stone got “caught out” 

through a tight square right and slid into 

a tyre-cushioned barrier, with West 

approaching just behind and making 

exactly the same mistake; except his tyre-

cushioned barrier was Stone’s Fiesta.

The damage caused was too great for 

Stone to continue, but West managed 

to stay in contention despite bending 

a steering arm, breaking a wheel and 

feeling “a vibration”.

By now though he was down to fourth, 

but he only needed fifth to secure the 

title. With that in mind he took it steady 

through the next few stages, but drama 

was about to strike again.

That vibration happened to be a failing 

driveshaft, which he was worried about 

before the event, and a boost in engine 

revs through a puddle managed to 

break the component completely 

half-way through the final test. 

“I didn’t think we were going to finish 

to be honest, but we’ve got the 

championship and that’s what we came 

here to do,” was his final assessment of  

an eventful day.

Overhauling the limping West in the 

final stage was a delighted Ian 

Kelly took 

second win

Despite clashingwith rival,West is new champion. By Luke Barry

KELLY WINS AS
WEST IS CHAMPION

West takes 

Championship

Bainbridge, who was making his debut 

in a freshly-built Subaru Impreza. 

Bainbridge came into the day hoping for 

a top 10 finish, but wildly exceeded his 

expectations in fourth overall.

Behind West’s fifth was the Talbot 

Sunbeam of Mike Taylor. That position 

had belonged to the Escort of  Stephen 

Beck before he too lost control in the 

increasingly wet conditions.

Taylor, who stayed out of  trouble, 

offered his own explanation as to why 

so many others were making mistakes: 

“Where it’s difficult is the changes 

between the stages. 

“If  you’re coming up somewhere and 

going left, then the next stage you’re 

going right, there’s mud and dirt 

everywhere on the line with 

barriers looming.”

Dane Walker got the better of  Toni 

Carannante’s Subaru Impreza to 

finish seventh in his Escort, Tom 

Blackwood tying on overall time 

ahead with Carannante in ninth. 

Colin Gemmell finished 10th.

There would be no repeat podium for 

Peter Swift in the ex-Ott Tanak Fiesta 

WRC after he completed an extra lap of  

the second stage, while John Griffiths’ 

strong early run to eighth ended early 

with turbo woes in his Subaru.

ROUND-UP
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GetItSidewaysStages
ByIanHarden

Organiser:CheltenhamMC When:April 7 Where:DownAmpney
Airfield,CirencesterChampionships:WAMCClubmansMixedSurface;
CotswoldMotorSportGroup;GwynnespeedRallyChallenge2018;FMP
RallyChallengeStages:10 Starters:68

IanRosswasthefastestdriveronthe

road, but due to four-wheel-drive cars 

being ineligible for overall honours, 

Steve Hopewell and co-driver Mike Smith 

(Ford Escort Mk2) took victory

and Will Lloyd (Escort Mk2).

Pre-event rain and a downpo

immediately before SS1 left Do

Ampney’s surface coated in we

causing numerous spins as com

fought for grip on cold tyres. A

Graham/Peter Brennan (Mits

Lancer E6) seized the early 

initiative. Despite running on 

second-hand tyres they built a

strong lead over Ross – who los

time with several half-spins – a

Hopewell who, in turn, was pu

byLeeKedward/MarkNewman

(MitsubishiLancerE2).

Achasingpackconsistedof Glyn

Cartwright/AdamWilks(EscortMk2),

AndyCorner/AdrianCamp(Peugeot205),

Lloyd/LloydandChrisRansley/Chris

Sharp-Simkiss(BMWM3)werecovered

by13secondsafterSS4.

In the afternoon the track began drying 

but Ransley retired on SS8 after sliding 

onto still-wet grass and hitting a tree, 

ki hi BMW’sfrontend One

wentonachargeonthefinalthreetests,

goingfastestorequalfastestandjumping

fromseventhtothird.

Cornerfinishedfourthaftertakinga

chancewithslicktyresforthefinalstages;

theygrippedstronglyandheheaded

Cartwrightby18seconds.Sixth-placed

Geoff Bennett/JohnBillett’sonlyreal

problemwasintercomfailureonSS1.

Furtherback,Kedwardfinishedninth

inhisimmaculateoriginalGroupN-spec

machineoutpacedintheclosingmiles.

Petrie (Subaru Impreza) 66m 18s; 2 Steve Hopewell/Mike
t Mk2) +15s; 3 Wayne Lloyd/William Lloyd (Escort Mk2);
ian Camp (Peugeot 205); 5 Glyn Cartwright/Adam Wilks
eoff Bennett/John Billett (Warrior Escort Mk2); 7 Steve

on (Subaru Impreza S11 WRC); 8 Jay Wyatt/Sally Wyatt
ee Kedward/Mark Newman (Mitsubishi Lancer E2); 10

m Clarke (BMW M3 E36).
Paul Davis/Chris Smith (Vauxhall Corsa), Richard Davies/
ox (Escort Mk2), Nick Vine/David Galbraith (Nissan Micra);
es/James Boyles (Peugeot 106 GTI), Lloyd/Lloyd, Bennett/
s/Petrie.

Kelly fought hard to

beat in-form Boyle

KELLY COMES OUT ON TOP OF
ANOTHER BATTLE WITH BOYLE

Photo: Martin Walsh, EDP Photo News

Ross is first home but Hopewell takes the victory in Cirencester

Circuit of Kerry
By Martin Walsh

Organiser: Kerry Motor Club When: April 8 Where: Tralee, County 
Kerry Championships: West Coast Rally Championship Stages: 10 
Starters: 106

The Circuit of Kerry Rally, the 
second round of the Irish National 
Rally Championship, transpired 
to be another battle between 
Donegal duo Donagh Kelly (Ford 
Focus WRC) and Declan Boyle 
(Ford Fiesta RS WRC), after the 
latter won the opening round the 
Mayo Stages Rally.

On this occasion it was Kelly that 

emerged victorious by a margin of  

16.4 seconds, while yet another 

national champion Roy White (Fiesta 

RS WRC) rounded out the top three.

Early morning rain in west Kerry 

eventually made way for a more spring-

like day.  On the opening stage that 

spanned between the picturesque 

villages of  Camp and Castlegregory, 

Kelly led Boyle by 3.1s. However one 

stage later, Boyle turned the tables on 

his rival and went 3.5s ahead. 

Kelly’s response was immediate 

and he was back in front albeit by 

seven tenths of  a second after the 

opening loop of  three stages. 

Even at that point, the Donegal pair 

had moved 24 seconds ahead of  third-

placed White, who admitted that he 

needed to be far more aggressive. 

Elsewhere, Daragh O’Riordan 

(Fiesta RS WRC), on his first outing of  

the season, was fourth and was followed 

by Joe McGonigle (Mini John Cooper 

Works WRC), who lost time with an off-

road excursion on the third stage. 

PJ McDermott retired his Subaru 

Impreza WRC at the service park due 

to a crack in the gearbox casing.  

In the two-wheel-drive category, Chris 

Armstrong (Ford Escort Mk2) held 

sway even though he spun and stalled 

on the third stage. 

Group N pacesetter Aidan Wray 

(Mitsubishi) was slowed when the 

brakes caught fire.

Kelly and Boyle continued to trade 

places with the latter leading until the 

sixth stage when his Ford Fiesta cut a 

corner and punctured the right-front 

wheel. He reckoned it cost him some 

20 seconds and Kelly arrived at the 

final service leading by 14.1 seconds, 

he admitted to having a few moments 

on the same stage. 

Yet, Boyle remained confident that he 

could snatch back time, particularly on 

SS8. However, it was Kelly that reigned 

supreme and he added a few more 

seconds on the next stage to lead by 

16.6s. Although Boyle was quickest on 

SS10 he had already decided on settling 

for second even before the cancellation 

of  the final stage due to timing 

restrictions.  White, having made 

some suspension adjustments, took 

third and was followed by McGonigle, 

O’Riordan and Maguire.

Stuart Darcy won the two-wheel-drive 

category as Armstrong, who had a 

steering problem on SS6, suffered two 

time consuming overshoots on SS8. 

Johno Doogan (Escort) was ninth 

and the legendary Kenny McKinstry 

(Subaru Impreza WRC) completed 

the top 10. He had been slowed by brake 

troubles on the opening loop.

Wray retired his Mitsubishi with a 

mechanical problem and Trevor 

Bustard (Mitsubishi) took a Group N 

award for the first time in six years.

Paul Barrett’s Mitsubishi Lancer 

E10 was sidelined with a damaged oil 

cooler, earlier, he suffered the loss of  

brakes. Sean Liston (BMW), who was 

on the fringe of  the top 10, crashed 

heavily on the closing stages, himself  

and his co-driving wife Katrina, 

escaped serious injury.

In the Junior category, Monaghan’s 

Jonny Treanor (Honda Civic), who 

moved into the lead on SS2, took a fine 

win – his time on SS3 was quicker than 

those of  the two-wheel drive contenders 

in the main field. Mark Falvey (Ford 

Escort) won the Historic section.

Reuslts
1 Donagh Kelly/Conor Foley (Ford Focus WRC) 51m1.2s; 
2 Declan Boyle/James O’Reilly (Fiesta RS WRC) +16.4s; 3 Roy 
White/James O’Brien (Fiesta RS WRC); 4. Joseph McGonigle/
Ciaran Geaney (Mini John Cooper Works WRC); 5 Daragh 
O’Riordan/Andy Hayes (Fiesta RS WRC); 6 Niall Maguire/Enda 
Sherry (Subaru Impreza WRC); 7 Stuart Darcy/Keith McCarthy 
(Darrian T90 GTR); 8 Chris Armstrong/Chris Melly (Ford Escort 
Mk2); 9 Johno Doogan/Cairan Marron (Escort); 10 Kenny 
McKinstry/Kenny Hull (Subaru Impreza WRC).
Class winners: Garry Kelly/Mark Hurley (Honda Civic); DJ 
Browne/Denny Greaney (Citroen C2 R2); Michael Rodgers/Aiden 
Connolly (Honda Civic); Trevor Bustard/Kenny Bustard (Mitsubishi 
Lancer E9); Maguire/Sherry; Shay Laheen/Kerrill Dempsey 
(Escort); Shane Griffin/Ian Madigan (Peugeot 205 GTI); Brian 
Lavelle/Dave Mannion (Honda Civic); Allen Treacy/Bob Fitzgerald 
(Toyota Corolla); Vincent Collins/Fintan Kilroe (Escort); Raymond 
Conlon/Darren McCague (Corolla); Darcy/McCarthy; McGonigle/
Geaney; David Griffin/Ray Stack (Corolla); Mark Falvey/Damien 
Fleming (Escort); Jonny Treanor/Paul Sheridan (Civic).

RobertStephens/NathanSummer

moved fromsecondplaceat thepetrol

halt to takeaclearvictoryon theRali
BroPreselionSaturdaynight.

Theannualnovice-oriented

event, fromwhichExpertcrewsare

excluded fromcompeting,attracted

anearcapacityentryof72 foravery

wetandslippery route through the

PreseliMountains.

Regularautograsscompetitor

DanielOwenJames,navigatedby

Hefin Jones,startedatCar58and

theywere thesurprise leadersat the

halfwaypoint.Theywere theonlycrew

tohavecleanedthesection through

theGlogueQuarry,whichwas timed

to theminute.Combinedwithquick

timesonallothersections in the first

half, theyhelda26-second leadat the

petrolhalt.

However theycouldn’tquite

maintain thatpace in thesecondhalf

and fell to fourthoverall at the finish,

although theywerestill sevenminutes

aheadofanyotherNoviceClasscrew.

Stephens/Summer dropped just 

over a minute after the restart and 

came home as well-deserved winners. 

Heulyn Phillips/Wyn Mathias moved 

from sixth at Petrol to take the runner-

up spot, just holding off a late 

challenge from Eifion Thomas/

Dewi Davies for the position. 

Nigel Nelson continued his run 

of bad luck, when he and navigator 

Rhys Lewis retired their Subaru 

Impreza with engine problems in the 

early part of the event.

 Ian Mills

Results
Rali Bro Preseli
Organiser: Teifi Valley Motor Club When: April 7/8 
Where: Pembrokeshire Route: 110 miles Starters: 72.
1 Robert Stephens/Nathan Summer (Ford Escort) 
2m43s; 2 Heulyn Phillips/Wyn Mathias (Vauxhall Astra) 
+46s; 3 Eifion Thomas/Dewi Davies (Proton Satria);
4 Daniel Owen James/Hefin Jones (Peugeot 206); 
5 Daniel Morris/Tom Blair (Peugeot 205); 6 Dilwyn 
John/Simon Summers (Ford Puma); 7 Aled Thomas/
Aled Jones (Escort); 8 Jason Davies/Richard Davies 
(Peugeot 205); 9 Geraint Davies/Steffan Davies (Mini 
Cooper); 10 Aled Jones/Rhodri Evans (BMW 318).
Class winners: James/Jones; Dion James/
Sion Phillips (Puma).

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

ewell was top two-wheel-drive
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RALLY FRANC
The backroom might not hit the headlines, but the driver does

Tanak kept the heat on for Toyota

Ogier was on the

pace from the outset

DAVID
EVANS

F
rom the outside 
it’s a bland, 
beige, unbranded 
container at the 
side of  the runway 
at Bastia airport. 
Inside? It’s the 

nerve centre of  Sebastien Ogier’s 
tilt at a sixth straight World Rally 
Championship title.

The M-Sport Ford World Rally Team 

is surrounded by swankiness: the 

brains behind Citroen’s operation 

look down on the Cumbrians from first 

floor hospitality; Hyundai’s triple-level 

facility can top that; Toyota has spread 

its sparkle and shine far and wide 

across one level.  

Yet they all trail a crew guided by 12 

men packed inside that dull container. 

The plush race truck that once offered 

engineers and senior team personnel 

their own desks, darkened windows 

and climate control has gone. Sold.

Team principal Malcolm Wilson and 

his deputy Rich Millener are perched 

on the same corner of  a work bench. 

“The struggle’s real,” Millener 

smiled thinly.

For the first time, Motorsport News 

was given access to this inner sanctum 

for the Tour de Corse last weekend. 

Ordinarily, such areas are a strict 

no-go to those further down the food 

chain. Only two rallies ago, M-Sport’s 

container door was kept firmly shut as 

plans were laid to tactically stall Ogier’s 

start to the Rally Sweden powerstage. 

But last Sunday, we were allowed in to 

watch the morning’s 34-mile run from 

Vero to Sarro-Carcopino, just inland 

from Corsica’s west coast.

With Ogier starting the final day 44 

seconds clear of  his nearest rival, the 

season’s longest stage so far wasn’t 

quite as critical as it might have been. 

Regardless, the process was the same 

and silence descended as the start time 

approached. M-Sport’s second factory 

Ford Fiesta WRC – the all-Welsh 

version of  Elfyn Evans and his stand-in 

co-driver Phil Mills – arrived at the line 

on their way to the finish of  a fine first 

outing together.

The arrival of  WRC All Live and 

coverage of  every stage of  every rally 

has transformed these command 

centres. Before this year, the vast 

majority of  stages were nervously 

consumed via split-time displays 

and a tracking system plotting the 

cars’ progress as dots on a screen. 

But now, it’s wall-to-wall telly with 

nowhere to hide.

The cars moved into the stage and the 

only discussion in the container was the 

brief  confirmation of  split times, with 

Wilson noting an early charge from 

Ott Tanak, the Estonian formerly of  

these parts. Evans’ progress was 

plotted positively against Hyundai’s 

Dani Sordo – the Spaniard with whom 

he was vying for fifth. 

In terms of footage, the teams get the 

general feed beamed around planet 

Earth, they don’t have tailored coverage 

showing only their own cars. I wonder 

if  that’s frustrating?

“I’ll be honest,” smiled Wilson, 

“we’re sometimes a bit happier when 

it’s not our cars on screen!”

There was no doubting a nervier edge 

to the atmosphere when a Fiesta 

onboard filled the screen. Every kerb 

looked closer, every gear change more 

laboured. And that noise… did anybody 

hear that change in the engine note?

The camera cut to Esapekka Lappi 

pulling over to change a puncture. 

Immediate calculations were made to 

consider the implications on the road, 

should the Finn be delayed and come 

out in front of  an M-Sport car. He didn’t.

A fraction over 34 minutes after 

the lights went green for Ogier, his 

co-driver Julien Ingrassia pushed a 

button on his side of  the car.

“Stage clear for Julien,” said the five-

time world champion co-driver. 

M-Sport’s Iain Tullie responded: “Time 

for Julien: 34, zero, zero point four.”

And relax. For now. “That’ll do,” 

smiled Wilson. “One down, one to go.”

Just over two hours later, the second 

Sunday run was done and Ogier, 

Ingrassia and the British team 

celebrated its third win from four 

starts. Last season a fifth title was 

secured with just two wins from 

13 events. It’s difficult to imagine a 

better start to 2018.

M-Sport was missing some pace at 

the end of  last season, with Hyundai 

looking stronger than ever, but now 

there’s even less doubt about which of  

the WRC’s big four has wintered well.

“It’s true,” said Ogier, “we were 

missing something at the end of  last 

year. We made a step [last time out] in 

Mexico and another here. But it’s not 

perfect yet, there’s always more to do – 

don’t tell the team it’s perfect. We have 

to keep pushing.”

Ten days out from last week’s Tour de 

Corse, at the pre-event test, M-Sport’s 

head of  rally engineering Chris 

Williams had a fair idea they were 

on the right road.

“My comments [to Chris] were a bit 

more positive than normal after the 

last test,” admitted Ogier.

Corsica and the first asphalt 

encounter of  the season offers a real 

indication of  who’s where with their 

car. If  it’s bone dry, you’ll have a fair 

idea of  which engine’s pulling the best, 

mixed conditions demonstrate a car 

offering the best feedback to fill a driver 

with confidence, while full wet shows 

who’s got what in terms of traction.

Ogier was sublime on a changeable 

day one and even better through a dry 

weekend. Admittedly, running at the 

front of  the field on the cleanest road 

first time through Friday’s stages 

offered a small advantage, but rivals 

who pointed to that were clutching 

at straws. Blown away by Citroen in 

Corsica 12 months ago, the French 

Fiesta left the rest for dead last week.

“Seb’s very direct in what he wants 

and we’ve spent time working towards 

what he wants,” said Williams. “We 

have one or two small pieces that are 

new, but it’s all fine-tuning. We made 

a step forward with damping, the 

geometry’s slightly different.”

Demanding drivers are nothing new 

to Williams, who cut his teeth at the 

sport’s highest level with Carlos Sainz.

“Working with Carlos was pressure,” 

he said. “He was a workaholic. All the 

time: push, push, push. Even when the 

other guys were testing, he was straight 

on the phone as soon as they had 

finished: ‘What have they been doing? 

What have you tested?’ When we 

first tested the Escort [WRC in 1996], 

he didn’t get out of  the car and if  he 

thought you were taking too long 

working on the car between runs he 

started beeping the horn and shouting: 

‘Come on, I want to go!’” 

Williams is typical of  the M-Sport 

hardcore: he’s been there and seen it 

all. But none of  them have seen 

anything like the sort of  dominance 

being generated right now.

And that brings us right back to that 

beige container.

Well known for running the tightest 

of  ships, it’s no coincidence that as 

Wilson trims the niceties, the car’s 

getting quicker. And as the car 

gets quicker, Ogier relaxes and drives 

faster still.

From the moment Ogier arrived at 

Volkswagen in 2012 to the moment of  

his dieselgate-enforced departure four 

titles later, he wanted for nothing with 

the German manufacturer. He was 

comforted and cosseted at every turn. 

M-Sport was always going to be 

different. The Gap star quickly learned 

to live without his own space in the 

team’s hospitality, but a lingering 

doubt remained about longer-term 

development and the required budget 

to tailor the Fiesta to him. Those 

doubts have gone. 

That was evidenced in Mexico last 

month. Starting the powerstage a 

minute ahead, how much would Ogier 

risk a bankable 25 points for a potential 

bonus of  five. Time after time in the 

Polo he delivered the perfect weekend, 

something he’s yet to do with the 

Fiesta. In Mexico he came within 0.4s 

of  a perfect 30 points (before being 

penalised for clipping the chicane). And 

in Corsica, there was even more proof  

of  a driver in complete harmony with 

the machine and team around him.

Williams has seen that from the 

inside: “He is more at home with us 

now. He knows we’re very focused on 

him and winning the championship 

with him again.”

Wary that such talk might tempt 

the slightest complacency, Ogier 

steers clear.

“It’s difficult to compare the teams 

and the cars,” he said, “but it’s sure 

that it’s coming better and better with 

M-Sport. But, you know…”

Yeah, we know – there’s always room 

for improvement.

The team’s heard this one time and 

again before. And they’re not going to 

stop hearing it any time soon.

Not that they need to be told. The 

drive, push and passion for back-to-

back success is as strong as ever 

behind those beige walls. 

Toyota’s fair weather 
Rarely had an MN-delivered weather 

forecast been so badly received. 

Wednesday’s storms were reckoned to 

be returning to the island come Sunday, 

but sharing that news with Esapekka 

Lappi didn’t go down very well.

With a grimace, he said: “If  you are 

right, then we are in trouble.”

Round four really was a rally of  two 

halves for the Yaris WRCs. Suspension 

changes for this season left the Finnish-

based squad experimenting with new 

dampers. It’s fair to say the opening 

day’s damp and dirty patches had 

them scratching their heads.

Once it dried for the weekend, things 

MAKESITLOOKEASY
OGIER
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A
very wise colleague of mine
said to me in the latter half of
last season: “[Thierry] Neuville
knows this could well be his
best chance of winning the title
and ifhe throws itawaynow,he

mightnevergetsuchagoodchanceagain.”Well,
ifNeuvillehimselfdidn’tnecessarilybelieve that
lastseason,hesureashelldoesnow.
SebastienOgierwas themantobeat last year, and

here’s the thing,hewasbeatable.Hewasvulnerable,
particularly in the firsthalfof theyear.YeshewonMonte,
but then therewasaperiodofuncomfortablesettling in
toanewcarand team.TheFordFiestaWRCwasgood,
but itwasn’tgoodenough for thechamp.Thehandling
andthebalance justweren’t tohis likingand, for the first
halfof theseason,he lookedoddlyoutofsorts.
Thecloakof invincibility thatheworewithsuch

breathtakingself-assuredness inhisall-conquering
VWdays,hadnot justslipped, it had fallenand
beendiscarded.
Thatwaswhenthepretenders toOgier’scrownreally

neededtostepup.There’salwaysa timewhenthecocky
younger lion in thepridesensesavulnerability in the
dominantalphamaleandchallengeshimfor the right to
lead thepack.Maybe theyoungpretenders in the
WRCpackweresleeping last year,because they
somehowmissedaglaringopportunity toassert their
dominanceandsendthealphamalepacking.
Andnow?Well it’s too late.Ogierhas regainedhis

powers.He’sstronger thaneverand thatswaggerof
invincibilityhas returned. It’sastonishing really,but
somehowM-Sporthasdone itagain.With themost
limited resources,and Isuspect thesmallestbudget
byquitesomemargin, theyhaveproducedacar that
theotherscan’tgetnear.Howmuchof that isdownto
Ogier’s inputanddirection?Well a fairbit I’dwager,
but let’sbeclear:whatwe’reseeing thisseason is
aconcerted teameffortbyallbehind thatFiesta to
dominate theWRC.
Ogier,Wilson,M-Sport,FordPerformance– it’sa

winningcombination.Asoneobserverouton the
stages remarked: “ThatFiesta looksmoreandmore
likeaVWwithevery rally thatpasses.”
Highpraise indeed.
It’s the relentlessconsistencyof theFiesta thathas the

othersworried.They’reallplayingcatchupand,aswe
know, that’sadifficultgametoplay.Therewasa lotof
headscratchinggoingonatHyundaiat theweekend
andthecarwas,at times, impossible todrive.The
Toyota lookedgood,but lackedconsistentpace in
all conditionsandtheCitroenwasa fairway from
thedominant force itwas inCorsica last year.
Back toNeuville.Well, I have to tell you thathedrove

hissocksoffat theweekendandhegotmoreoutof that
car thanmany thoughtpossible.But,mygoodness, it
wasahellofa risky ride.Atstageends,hewasmore
often thannotshaking likea leafandalmost incapable
ofputtingwords tohis thoughts.He ignored thedodgy
handling,drove through themassivemomentsand
pushedright to the final stage.
But, I fear theseheroiceffortsmaynotbeenough

again.Ogier lookssupreme,and to furthercompound
Neuville’swoes,EsapekkaLappiandOttTanakare
shapinguptoberealchallengers thisseason.

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS

‘Fantastically frustrating
for Sebastien Loeb’
Frenchman’s rally rated, p23

Photos:mcklein-imagedatabase.com

STAGE TIMES

SS1LaPorta-VallediRostino
1(30.47miles)
FastestOgier31m53.8sLeader
OgierSecondLoeb+9.7s

SS2Piedigriggio-Pontde
Castirla1(8.42miles)
FastestOgier7m59.9sLeader
OgierSecondMeeke+21.1s

SS3LaPorta-VallediRostino
2(30.47miles)
FastestOgier31m44.1sLeader
OgierSecondNeuville+33.7s

SS4Piedigriggio-Pontde
Castirla2(8.42miles)
FastestLappi7m59.4sLeader
OgierSecondNeuville+33.6s

SS5Cagnano-Pino-Canari1
(22.13miles)
FastestLoeb21m58.6sLeader
OgierSecondNeuville+34.2s

SS6DesertdesAgriates1
(9.60miles)
FastestLoeb8m32.4sLeader
OgierSecondNeuville+38.4s

SS7Novella1(10.81miles)
FastestTanak11m07.7sLeader
OgierSecondNeuville+41.6s

SS8Cagnano-Pino-Canari2
(22.13miles)
FastestLappi21m44.7sLeader
OgierSecondNeuville+47.7s

SS9DesertdesAgriates2
(9.60miles)
FastestLoeb8m31.1sLeader
OgierSecondMeeke+49.5s

SS10Novella2(10.81miles)
Fastest: Tanak11m07.1sLeader
OgierSecondTanak+44.5s

SS11Vero-Sarrola-Carcopino
(34.28miles)
FastestTanak33m46.9sLeader
OgierSecondTanak+31.0s

SS12Penitencierde
Coti-Chiavari[Powerstage]
(10.10miles)
FastestLappi9m41.2sLeader
OgierSecondTanak+36.1s

COLIN
CLA

Thenervecentreof theM-SportWorldRallyChampionshipattack...a freight container

ROUND

Ogier was unstoppable

Lappi: Powerstage win “Have Ogier’s young 
rivals missed a 
golden chance?”

improved no end. The Toyota drivers 

shared three stages wins apiece with 

Sebastien Loeb, and Lappi was 

quickest across the whole day.

It was hard to know who to be more 

impressed with: Tanak was in the 

Yaris for the first time on asphalt, but 

he had more knowledge of  Corsica. 

Lappi had more knowledge of  the car, 

but he’d only done one and a half  

Corsicas before. Certainly, it wasn’t 

Jari-Matti Latvala. Or it wasn’t until 

the senior Finn’s last few minutes in 

the car on the island. 

Latvala was nowhere through the 

first half  of  the rally. Sporting his 

most serious face, he said: “We made

 a mistake in the test. We brought a 

race car for this rally. It didn’t work.”

The thinking was very 

straightforward: stiffen the rear of  the 

car, load the front up on the brakes and 

get it turning in on a sixpence. Nobody 

had factored in a wet and very muddy 

sixpence. “We were losing the rear of  

the car all of  the time,” said Latvala. 

Continued on page 22
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Kopecky climbs a huge mountain
Skoda’s resident asphalt expert 

Jan Kopecky delivered a peerless 

performance in the mountains 

to dominate WRC2 and win by 

almost two minutes.

France’s round of  the World 

Rally Championship marked 

the arrival of  rallying’s latest R5 

car, with Citroen junior driver 

Stephane Lefebvre charged with 

winning this year’s support series

title aboard one of  the all-new C3 

R5s. PH Sport ran a brace of  cars 

for Lefebvre and Yoann Bonato but

both were knobbled by significant 

brake problems through the first 

day (see rally news). Those brake 

issues were a contributing factor 

in Lefebvre’s crash. 

Bonato drew praise from Citroen

team principal Pierre Budar for 

keeping Kopecky honest for as 

long as possible, but once the Fabia-

driving Czech Republic star got 

into his stride you had the feeling 

this result was only going one way.

Kopecky kept his nose clean 

and the factory Skoda in the middle

of  the road en route to a solid 

maximum score, further bolstering

his hopes of  lifting (or being given 

the opportunity by Skoda to lift) 

this year’s WRC2 title.

As the event progressed, Bonato 

spent more and more time looking

in his mirror, fighting off  a spirited

charge from Kopecky’s team-mate

Ole Christian Veiby. Unfortunately

for the Norwegian, his arrival

in second place coincided with a

previously unseen transmission

fault after a weld broke on an input

shaft on the gearbox, leaving the

car jammed in gear. He made the

end of day service and charged

back through Sunday, just missing

out on Fabio Andolfi’s third

place by 1.8s.

Had Britain’s Gus Greensmith

been counting Corsica as a scoring

round in his WRC2 title effort, he

would have finished a frustrated

fifth. Fortunately for him, he

wasn’t. His rally was a source of

considerable irritation, much of

which was caused by being held

up on the stages by slower rivals.

Jean-Baptiste Franceschi

scored a home JWRC victory,

edging countryman Terry Folb

in the all-Fiesta R2T series. Folb

had the advantage at the end of

the opening day, but he could do

little to contain the charging

Franceschi, who overturned a

10s deficit on Friday night into

a 17s lead on Saturday night

and a 33-second victory on

Sunday afternoon.

“It’s been perfect,” Franceschi

said. “Everything has worked

really well.”

Dayone:77.77miles;4stages
Weather: sunny 13-24˚C

  Sebastien Ogier is the master of day one, 
winning three from four stages to open 
up a half-minute lead. 

  Ogier’s countryman Sebastien Loeb is 
his closest rival on stage one and then 
the day’s biggest casualty one stage 
later. The nine-time champion’s out after 
running out of road on a left-hander near 
the start of SS2.

  A great fight is developing for second with 
three different drivers holding the 
provisional runners up spot in four stages. 
Ultimately, Thierry Neuville ends Friday in 
P2 despite early brake trouble. He is five 
seconds up on Kris Meeke with Ott Tanak a 
similar distance back in fourth.

  Esapekka Lappi is impressing in fifth, his 
Toyota Yaris WRC is the only car other than 
Ogier’s Ford Fiesta WRC to win a stage 
today. The atmosphere in the #9 car is very 
different to the other Finnish Yaris, that of 
Jari-Matti Latvala. Toyota’s team leader is 
eighth, 1m25s off the lead and in a world of 
pain courtesy of his car’s loose rear end. 

  Sordo declares himself Hyundai’s gravel 
specialist after his high-flying second last 
time out in Mexico, but the real-time Tar 
charger is struggling with a lack of front-
end grip from his car. 

  Elfyn Evans and Phil Mills enjoy a solid first 
day in a Ford Fiesta WRC together to place 
the second M-Sport car just three tenths 
behind Sordo on Friday night.

End of day one: 1 Ogier/ Ingrassia 1h19m39.0s; 2 Neuville/Gilsoul +33.6s; 
3 Meeke/Nagle +38.7s; 4 Tanak/Jarveoja +44.2s; 5 Lappi/Ferm +1m13.5s; 
6 Evans/Mills +1m13.8s

Day two: 85.06 miles; 6 stages
Weather: sunny 12-23˚C

  A more cautious approach from Ogier is still 
enough for the leader to add 11.1s to his 
advantage at the front of the field. 

  Tanak – like the other Toyota drivers – has 
found a set-up which works for the Yaris 
and he wastes no time moving up two 
places (one of which is coming courtesy of 
Meeke going off the road on the final stage 
of the day). Tanak’s team-mate Lappi moves 
up to fourth, but third-placed Neuville 
admits he’s pretty powerless to stop the 
Toyota man’s charge towards the bottom 
step of the podium. Lappi is the quickest 
driver through the second day, courtesy 
of two fastest times (one of which he shared 
with Tanak).

  Latvala crashes on the first stage after 
lunch, having finally found something to 
smile about with the set-up. Sordo and 
Evans stay out of trouble, but remain 
just a handful of seconds apart on 
the leaderboard.

End of day two: 1 Ogier/ Ingrassia 2h43m07.7s; 2 Tanak/Jarveoja +44.5s; 
3 Neuville/Gilsoul +44.6s; 4 Lappi/Ferm 54.9s; 5 Sordo/Del Barrio +1h46.7s 
6 Evans/Mills +1m49.8s

Day three: 44.38 miles; 2 stages
Weather: cloudy 12-17˚Cs

Ogier and co-driver Julien Ingrassia turn 
in another faultless final-day performance 
to deliver their third win of the season 
and move 17 points clear of 
second-placed Neuville.
Sunday is a Toyota day, with Tanak romping 
home on the rally’s longest stage, the 
Sunday morning opener, beating his 
nearest rival by 13s on the 34-miler. 
Tanak stays second, but a puncture for 
Lappi spoils what would likely have been 
a double-podium for the Finnish-based 
Japanese team.
Neuville is the man most grateful for that 
deflation after an engine fault ensures 
he can do nothing in the pursuit of a 
powerstage point or two.
Evans has beaten Sordo on the long stage, 
but still misses out on fifth by just 3.1s. 
Andreas Mikkelsen has briefly made it three 
Hyundais in the top six, but, in what rates 
as one of the Norwegian’s toughest rallies 
to date, he can’t stop Lappi coming back 
past him to demote him to seventh in the 
12th and final test.

Meeke’s rally came 

to an abrupt end

Continued from page 21

Major set-up changes transformed 

the car for Jari-Matti at lunchtime 

on day two and he repaid the team 

with quickest split times on the first 

afternoon stage. Then he dropped 

it in a left-hander, rearranging the 

right-rear.

“I don’t normally smile after a 

crash,” said Latvala, “but this time 

I did because now I know the car 

is quick.”

Happily for Toyota, our weather 

call was wrong, but a final morning 

puncture still contrived to ruin 

Lappi’s race for second. He stopped, 

changed and finished sixth – a 

powerstage win a small crumb 

of comfort.

Where the Finns failed, the 

Estonian delivered, with Tanak an 

absolute master on his way to second. 

“I found the sweet spot with the car,” 

he said. “We were having understeer, 

then oversteer, we couldn’t find the 

balance, but once I did that car was 

giving me really good confidence. 

I’m happy with this.”

A test for the rest
‘Understeer’ was the word of  the 

week at Hyundai, with the Korean 

squad failing to find anything like the

form it managed to win in Corsica last

season. The ultimate insult came for 

Thierry Neuville when a final-stage 

problem cost him his chance to 

challenge for bonus points. The 

Belgian remained third overall, but 

Neuville’s i20: understeer

SUPPORTS

his face said it all as he stood to the 

side and slightly lower than Ogier 

and Ingrassia as they serenaded 

him with a top-step rendition of  

Les Marseillaise.

Citroen’s nine-time champion 

Loeb arrived with fond recollections 

of  that same song being played in 

his honour. He also arrived chasing 

a fifth Corsican win.

The returning giant’s challenge was 

taken significantly more seriously 

after he led and looked capable of  

winning in Mexico last month. And 

he started where he left off  – on 

sublime form. Second only to Ogier in 

the opener, the Citroen star’s SS1 time 

was rightly lauded, with him running 

at the back of  the WRC pack on the 

dirtiest of  roads and on a stage his 

rivals knew better than him. 

Unfortunately, that was as good 

as the weekend would get for Loeb 

in terms of the overall classification. 

Failing to get the C3 turned into a 

second-stage left-hander following 

a quick right dropped him into the 

deepest of  ditches. And left him there.   

That he was fastest on half  of  

Saturday’s stages while driving for 

fun served merely as a demonstration 

of  what might have been. 

Citroen’s home round was soured 

further after Paul Nagle mistakenly 

told Kris Meeke to take a left-hander 

in fifth gear rather than third. They 

both escaped unscathed and an all-

nighter from the team put them 

back on the road for the final day. 

Nagle held his hand up immediately, 

but Meeke was even quicker to point 

out that he’d made plenty of  mistakes 

of  his own…

Up front, Ogier turned what 

was supposed to be one of  the 

tightest WRC rounds in years into a 

championship benefit for himself. 

He locked it down on day one and 

controlled it thereafter. His rivals 

need to find an answer before 

Argentina later this month, because 

you can rest assured there’s plenty 

more bright ideas behind those 

dull walls. 

Folb was magnanimous in 

second, saying: “Jean-Baptiste 

had a very good rally, it was 

difficult to match him here.”

Irishman Callum Devine scored 

a solid fifth on only his second 

appearance in the series, coming 

in behind more experienced 

rivals Emil Bergkvist and Denis 

Radstrom. Devine admitted the 

experience had been an eye-opener. 

“I’ve never done anything like 

the length of  these stages,” he said. 

“I’ve learned so much again on this 

event. I felt a bit more at home on 

the Tarmac than I did on the snow, 

but these roads really are nothing 

like what we have in Ireland.”

Brit Tom Williams returned 

to the JWRC after his Mexican 

adventure and was running inside 

the top 10 until a puncture first 

thing Saturday dropped him 

back to 11th.

Corsica marked the return of  

the FIA R-GT Cup, with a class 

win for Italian Andrea Nucita 

in his Abarth 124. There was 

widespread disappointment across 

Corsica after Irishman John Coyne 

crashed the bellowing Porsche 911 

GT3 out on the opening stage.

Skoda man was almost two minutes clear by the end of the event

RALLY ESSENTIALS
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Deserves huge credit 
for coming here and 
firing one of those cars 
down those roads, 
but ultimately he was 
never at the races 
even before an engine 
problem ruled him 
out of running on the 
second day.

Like Sordo, couldn’t get
the Hyundai dialed in for
the Corsican roads! 
Mikkelsen’s worst event
in a long time. He did, 
however, come up with 
the line of the rally when
asked what he took 
away from Corsica: “Lots
of homework!”

Struggled to find the 
same edge he enjoyed 
at this rally last year, but 
was in the thick of the 
fight for second when 
Paul Nagle got “tongue-
tied” and called a three
a five and sent them to 
the trees at speed on 
Saturday afternoon. 

Woeful for the first half as
he laboured with a car clearly
unsuited to the conditions.
Finally decided to follow
his team-mates into 
transmission set-up changes
and was immediately fastest.
Then in the trees. 

Struggled for set-up on the
first day, but did enough to
keep the thing at the races
and was then sublime. You
would never have knownthis
was the Estonian’s first outing
in the Yaris on pure asphalt.

This was a fantastically 
frustrating event for 
Loeb. Three scratch 
times highlight the 
genuine pace needed 
to battle with Ogier, 
but was caught out just 
trying to take much 
out of the start of the 
second test. 

On stages he’d done 
before, Lappi was genius
once the conditions 
became more consistent
through the weekend. 
Drops a point for a final 
morning puncture which 
cost him a podium place.

Domination of the WRC2
category in another brilliantly
surefooted drive aboard 
the Skoda Fabia R5. Always
looked to have another 
gear were it needed. It 
wasn’t. Richly deserved.

Rarely, if ever, looked 
like scoring back-to-
back Corsica wins 
last week. Rightly 
pointed out (regularly 
and often) that he 
was the fastest i20 
driver, but this was a 
weekend to forget 
for the Belgian.

Like Neuville, couldn’t get 
the Hyundai dialed in for 
the Corsican roads. 
Every now and then the 
conditions came to the 
car, but they went away 
just as quickly as they 
came. Disappointing 
follow-up to a great 
second in Mexico.

SEBASTIENOGIER
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

ELFYNEVANS
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

BRYAN BOUFFIER
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

ANDREASMIKKELSEN
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

KRIS MEEKE
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3 WRC 

JARI-MATTILATVALA 
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

OTT TANAK
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

SEBASTIENLOEB 
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3 WRC

ESAPEKKA LAPPI 
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

JAN KOPECKY
SKODA MOTORSPORT FABIA R5

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

DANI SORDO
 HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

DRIVER ANALYSIS BY DAVID EVA

FIAWorld Rally Championship, round 4/13,Tour de Corse , April 5-8

 POS DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Ford Fiesta WRC 3h26m52.7s
2 Ott Tanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) Toyota Yaris WRC +36.1s
3 Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +1m07.5s
4 Dani Sordo (ESP)/Carlos del Barrio (ESP) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +2m02.6s
5 Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Philip Mills (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC +2m06.1s
6 Esapekka Lappi (FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +2m33.5s
7 Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +2m43.4s
8 Jan Kopecky (CZE)/Pavel Dresler (CZE) Skoda Fabia R5 +10m34.8s
9 Kris Meeke (GBR)/Paul Nagle (IRL) Citroen C3 WRC +10m40.5s
10 Yoann Bonato (FRA)/Benjamin Boulloud (FRA) Citroen C3 R5 +12m26.0s
14 Sebastien Loeb (FRA)/Daniel Elena (MON) Citroen C3 WRC +20m58.0s
16 Mauro Miele (ITA)/Luca Beltrame (ITA)  Citroen DS 3 WRC +24m12.6s
37 Armando Pereira (FRA)/Remi Tutelaire (FRA)  Ford Fiesta RS WRC +43m52.4s
R Bryan Bouffier (FRA)/Xavier Panseri (FRA) Ford Fiesta WRC SS8/engine
R Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/MiikkaAnttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC SS8/accident

RESULTS

DRIVERS

POS DRIVERS PTS

1 Sebastien Ogier  84
2 Thierry Neuville  67 
3 Ott Tanak  45
4 Andreas Mikkelsen  41 
5 Kris Meeke  36 
6 Esapekka Lappi  36 
7 Jari-Matti Latvala  31 
8 Dani Sordo  30
9 Craig Breen  20 
10 Elfyn Evans  18

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
MANUFACTURERS

POS TEAMS PTS

1 Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT  111 
2 M-Sport Ford WRT  107 
3 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT  93
4 Citroen Total  81

Brilliant through the first 
day, but then chose to 
conserve his advantage 
through the weekend 
rather than pushing on to 
demoralise his rivals 
further. Probably sensible.
Probably why he’s a 
five-time champion 
and I’m not.

From the moment he 
inverted the Fiesta in 
Mexico last month, this 
event was always going to 
be compromised. Such a 
shame,hadDanBarritt
beenalongside, theywould
havechallengedOgier.No
takinganythingaway from
super-subPhilMills.9/ 8/1010
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SEBASTIEN LOEB
He came, he saw and, on three stages at least, he conquered. Like in Mexico, Loeb
demonstrated an uncanny ability to drop back into the sharp end of the World Rally
Championship. Another brilliant drive from the nine-time champion.

SEBASTIEN LOEB
Disaster. Ever since he came close to winning in Mexico last month, French folk had 
been counting the hours and minutes until they would see him making a victorious 
return to Corsica, only for him to drop it on the second stage. 

STAR 
DRIVER

WOODEN 
SPOON

Is there anybody out there who can stop Ogier?

RALLY ARGENTINA 
APRIL 26-29
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SENNA PROCTOR
When all those around you are losing their heads...Senna Proctor kept his. A bold decision togoonslick
tyres in the damp at the start of race two was his and the team’s – and it reaped thebiggestof rewards,
with a charge through the pack to eventually seal his first win from 27th on the grid. “Well, theotherscould
have chosen slicks, couldn’t they?” he said afterwards. “It was an equal opportunities race...”

STAR DRIVER

SENNA PROCTOR
While there was elation for theVauxhallman in race two, therewasalsoa visit to the officials’ bus for his 
part in contact with Aiden Moffat which left the Scotsman, who had been leading, in the fence. He got a 
verbal warning from the BTCC bosses, and he followed that up with an official reprimand for an incident 
with James Nash (BTC Norlin Honda Civic) and collected two points on his race licence in race three. 

WOODEN SPOON

Thespeed is
there–his
scrubbedsub-
48squalifying lap
proved that–but
therewasstill
some learning to
do.Hisattitude
whenhisqually
timewasdeleted formissinga red
light in thepitswas... interesting.
Despite thatwobble,he racedwell
inapoorlyset-upcarandhas
learnedagreatdeal.
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Therewasvery little to fault in
Ingram’sdriving,andhemanaged
tohold it togetherwhileother top-
linedrivers faltered.The
teamgavehimasuperb
car,whichhadstrong
tractionandheused it
well.Showed
aggressionwhen
heneededto
andcautionas
well.Avery
solidstart tohis
campaign.

It was very hard to gauge Neal’s 
performance. Sixth in qualifying 
promised a lot but a race one shunt 
meant the rest of the 
weekend was 
academic really. The 
car is strong and will 
get better, but there is 
still some way to go 
and the veteran 
needs to 
collect a slice 
of good 
fortune too.

A great rescue 
job from 
Turkington. 
Second place in 
the opening race 
was a platform, 
but an electrical 
problem at the 
beginning of race 
two was a hammer blow. However, 
his climb into the top 10 in race 
three showed that this is a potent 
race car and he will be in the thick of 
the title hunt.

Unusually, the 
WSR team was 
all over the place 
in terms of the 
car’s handling, 
but Jordan and 
the crew pulled it 
around for the 
races. He was 
third in the opener and had a shot at 
race two until his tyres went off. 
Race three  was stymied by damage 
which meant he could only make it to 
the flag in 17th position.

It was always 
tough with a new 
car, but 11th in 
qualifying was 
cause for 
optimism. 
Suspension 
damage in race 
one prompted 
race two gamble, which gave him sixth 
place and reversed grid pole for the 
finale. Held on well but gave up the 
lead as his softer tyres began to wilt. 
Held on for third. 

There weren’t any 
headline-
grabbing 
performances 
from the champ, 
as his car needs 
more refinement, 
but his rescue job 
was immense. He 
collected a top 10 in race one from 
18th on the grid and snuck up to 
fourth in race three from 12th on the 
grid. Said he had got the maximum 
from the car. He certainly did.

Moffat came close at Brands 
Hatch. Having opted for the slicks 
in race two, the king of car control 
put himself in prime spot to win it 
before being nerfed off the road by 
Proctor. He was rightly furious at a 
great chance lost.

Bitter-sweet weekend for the local 
racer, who took a brilliant second in 
race two, but was biffed on the 
warm-up lap of race three to force 
him into the pits. Showed that there 
is real potential in this combination 
though, and there is more to come.

What went right for Collard last 
weekend? Struggled with set-up in 
race one, wrong tyres in race two 
and a crash in race three gave him a 
single point from the three races. 
There is much more to come from 
him, and he was gutted.

Jackson has been promising a 
podium in his career, and it was a 
delight that he finally got one in race 
two – it drove team manager Shaun 
Hollamby to tears. Was shovelled 
out of a potential good finish in race 
three, which was a real shame.

One of the quiet stars of 
pre-season testing, Chilton shone 
at Brands and qualified seventh. All 
good. Fifth in race one was as good 
as it would get though as he was 
another on the wrong tyre in race 
two and that scuppered race three.

For race one and most of race two, 
Goff did everything that had been 
asked of him. He withheld pressure 
to win the opener, and then 
took the battle to Ingram in 
race two before the rubber 
wilted. Damage in race 
three restricted him 
to eighth spot. He 
was frustrated 
but shouldn’t 
have been. It 
was a very strong 
weekend.

For the opening part of the weekend, 
Morgan was fairly anonymous. He 
qualified 13th after 
having his best time 
taken away for a track 
limits infringement and 
then clambered to 
sixth in race one. 
Took wet tyre 
pain in race two, 
but second in 
race three finally 
showed what he 
is capable of.

There was not much sign that Proctor 
would turn his weekend into 
a winning one after contact 
in race one ruled him out, 
but his brave selection of 
slicks in race two 
worked a treat. The 
skirmish with Aiden 
Moffat was a blot, 
but he still had to 
fend off a host of 
others. This 
could be a 
turning point.



RESULTS
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British Formula 4
By Dan Mason

Ayrton Simmons grabbed the

early British F4 advantage

with two hard-fought

victories at Brands Hatch.

Sharing the wins with

Sebastian Priaulx, Saturday’s

qualifying session crucially

gave Simmons the edge as he

pipped rookie Kiern Jewiss to

pole position.

The JHR Developments

driver almost threw away

victory in race one, with a

wide moment at Paddock Hill

Bend on lap two. Fortunately

for Simmons, “a small

mistake” at Graham Hill

Bend for Jewiss meant he

could hang on to win.

It took Priaulx until only his

second race to claim his

maiden victory in single-

seaters. The Arden man

finished third on the road, but

10s jump-start penalties

demoted Fortec Motorsport’s

Johnathan Hoggard and

polesitter Patrik Pasma to

fifth and sixth respectively.

Simmons lost out to Jewiss

at Druids on the opening tour

of a greasy final race, but the

latter drifted wide at Surtees a

GinettaJunior
By Stephen Lickorish

LukeBrowninghaddoneall

thehardwork.Hehadpassed

leadersRubenDelSarteand

AdamSmalleytotakefirst

placeinthesecondof the

GinettaJuniorraces,butthen

helookedtohavethrownitall

awayasheranwideat

GrahamHillBend.

Theerrordroppedthe

RichardsonRacingdriverback

tofourthonlapsixof 17,buthe

quicklysetaboutmaking

amends.Hesoondeposedof

LouisFosterandtheninthe

closingstagespouncedonthe

leadersonconsecutivetoursat

Druidstoreclaimhisplaceat

thefrontof thefieldandtakea

brilliantmaidenwin.

“Ihadmyheartinmy

mouth,”headmittedafter

makingthemistake,while

SmalleyreckonedBrowning

hadthefastercarasrain

intensifiedlaterinthecontest.

Therewerethreecarsatthe

frontof aterrificfirstracetoo.

Smalley,hisEliteMotorsport

team-mateFinGreen,andDel

Sartehadafreneticbattle

whichSmalleyemerged

victoriousfrom,afterlight

contactbetweentheothertwo

outof PaddockHillBend.

Furtherback,Fostertooka

braceof excellentfourth

places–thefirstparticularly

impressiveafterkeepinga

streamof carsbehindfor

theduration.

PorscheCarreraCupGB
By Stephen Lickorish

Itwasn’t justinBritishTouring

Carswheretherewasasurprise

winneratBrandsHatch,the

secondPorscheCarreraCupGB

raceproducedabizarreresulttoo.

Withanalreadymixed-uporder

afterapartially-reversedgrid,

LewisPlatolookedtobeincontrol

untilamid-racesafetycarwhen

Pro/AmracerGregCatonwent

off atDruidsandAmdriver

FraserRobertsonwaspitched

intoarollbyPeterKyle-Henneyat

Clearways.Thatwipedoutafour-

secondleadforPlatoandthen,

justbeforetherestart,heranwide

outof thefinalcornerandhanded

theleadtoGeorgeGamble.

TherewasnotimeforPlatoto

fightback,asjustthreelapslater

theracewasredflaggedwithIain

DockerillstrandedatClearways

andfluidalloverthetrackaftera

collisionwithJustinSherwood.

ThatgiftedGamblethewinin

justhisfirstweekendintheseries.

“Thatwasacrazyrace,”hesaid.“I

didn’tknowIhadwon!”

TioEllinaswasclassifiedsecond

withDinoZamparellicompleting

thepodium,aheadof Plato.

Raceonewaslessbizarrewith

Zamparellidominantthroughout

and Ellinas emerging ahead in the 

battle to be best of  the rest.

RenaultUKClioCup
By Stephen Lickorish

The results sheetsmay
suggest comfortablewins
for Paul Rivett andMax
Coates in theopening
races of theClioCup
season, but that doesn’t
tell the full story of two
frenetic contests.

Thefirstwasredflagged

afterjustthreelapsfollowinga

typicalBrandsHatchClioroll.

Thevictimthistimewas

BrettLidsey,whosecar

flippedoverafterhittingthe

barriersbackwardsoutof

Druidsfollowingcontact

withZakFulk.

Butalreadyinthattime,

Rivetthadmanagedtostorm

intosecondafterstaying

aroundtheoutsidealltheway

fromPaddockHillBendandup

throughDruidstopassJack

McCarthyandSamOsborne

forsecondplace.

Three-timechampionRivett

wasagainlookingracyonthe

restartandonlaptwodived

downtheinsideof leader

CoatesatPaddock.

ButCoatesneverallowed

Rivetttoescapeandwiththree

lapstogomadeanattemptto

passtheWDEdriveratDruids.

Hewastoofarback,though,

andclatteredintoRivett–

giftingtheClioveteranawin,

despitehimmissingvirtually

allof Fridaytestingwithan

actuatorproblem.

“Wetookaverydifferentline

–Itriedamoveanditdidn’t

work,”wasCoates’takeonthe

attemptedmove.Butit

backfiredbadlyforthePyro

driverasthecontactdamaged

hissteering.

Thissetupanincrediblefinal

fewtourswithawholeswarm

of CliosganginguponCoates.

Hetriedvaliantlytohangon

withhishobbledcar,butended

uptakingfifthaftersuccumbing

toJamesColburn,Dan

RowbottomandLeePattison.

Therewerenosuchtroubles

forCoatesinracetwoashe

madeagreatstart–beating

polemanMcCarthyoff theline

–andstormedtoaneasywin.

“Itwasachangetohavea

clearrace!”beamedCoates.

“Apartfromthelittlebump

withPaultheweekendwas

prettymuchperfect.”

Butitwasagainfrantic

behind.Rivettmadeanother

greatstartandhadclimbedto

thirdwhenhewasthevictimof

contactwithPattisonand

McCarthyatGrahamHillBend

thatsenthimwideanddropped

himtosixth.

Hedidn’tstaythereforlong.

Rivettpulledoff aseriesof

greatmoves,culminatingina

passonMcCarthyatClearways

totakesecond.

“Ihadthreegreatstarts,

whichisquiteunusualforme,”

jokedRivett.“Weleavehere

leadingthechampionshipand

I’mdeterminedtogetthat

fourthtitlethisyear.”

McCarthysalvagedsomething

fromhisweekend,after

disappointinggetawaysinboth

racesdroppedhimbackfrom

front-rowstarts,byclaiming

thefinalplaceonthepodium

aheadof formerBritish

TouringCarracerMikeEpps

followingmoreclosebattling.

GinettaGT4Supercup
By Dan Mason

FormerClioCupracerCharlie

LadellwastheGinettaGT4

Supercup’sstarperformer

withtwowinsatBrandsHatch.

RobBostonRacing’sLadell

convertedtwicefrompole

position,tailedbyCarl

Boardleywhograbbedthe

finalvictoryafteraHarry

Kingjump-startpenalty.

“Gutted”whenredflags

abortedhisstrongstartinrace

one,LadellkeptBoardleyand

Kingatbayenroutetoa

“perfect”maidenwin.

King’sgraduationfrom

Juniorswasseamlessashe

grabbedapodiumaheadof a

defensiveReeceSomerfield,

thepodiumunchangedina

wetracetwo.

TwospinsatSurtees

eliminatedSomerfield,while

TomRoche’slungeatPaddock

HillBendleftTomHibbertin

thegravelandtheformerout

withsteeringdamage.

“Acleancarandthree

podiums”wereBoardley’s

demands,andwerecompleted

withracethreespoils.Roche

recoveredfrom10thtoafine

second,Ladelldemoted5sto

thirdfortracklimits.

Aheavyraceoneshuntat

DruidsendedGrahameTilley’s

weekend,heandAdam

Shepherdpowerlesstoavoid

rookieAngusFender,who

spunaftercontactwithRoche.

MichaelCreesclaimedtwo

Amclasswins,althoughwas

demotedtosecondbehind

JackMinshawforraceone

startlinecontact.

Simmons supreme in F4 season opener

Error doesn’t prove costly for Browning as he bagsmaidenwin after thrilling contest

Platomistake gifts
Gamble awin on debut

Ladell scoops first
Ginetta victories

SUPPORTS

Renault UK Clio Cup (17 laps)
1 Paul Rivett (WDE Motorsport);
2 James Colburn (Westbourne
Motorsport) +4.727s; 3 Daniel
Rowbottom (Team Pyro); 4 Lee
Pattison (WDE Motorsport); 5
Max Coates (Team Pyro); 6
Michael Epps (Matrix Motorsport).
FL Coates 52.411s (82.97mph). P
Coates. S 19. Race 2 (19 laps) 1
Coates; 2 Rivett +2.346s; 3 Jack
McCarthy (Team Pyro); 5 Bradley
Burns (Team Pyro); 6 Pattison. FL
Zak Fulk (Team Pyro) 58.834s
(73.91mph). P McCarthy. S 19.
Points (after 2/18 rounds) 1
Rivett 48; 2 Coates 45; 3 Epps 31;
4 Pattison 28; 5 Rowbottom 26; 6
Osborne 26.

Ginetta GT4 Supercup (16
laps) 1 Charles Ladell (Rob
Boston Racing); 2 Carl Boardley
(Team Hard) +1.413s; 3 Harry
King (Elite Motorsport); 4 Reece
Somerfield (Privateer); 5 Tom
Hibbert (Privateer); 6 Tom Roche
(Rob Boston Racing). FL Ladell
48.271s (90.08mph). P Ladell. S
19. Race 2 (26 laps) 1 Ladell; 2
Boardley +0.516s; 3 King; 4 Jac
Constable (Fix Auto Racing); 5
Carl Shield (AK Automotive); 6
Michael Crees (Century
Motorsport). FL Ladell 53.777s
(80.86mph). P Ladell. S 18. Race
3 (26 laps) 1 Boardley; 2 Roche
+3.203s; 3 Ladell; 4 Shield; 5
Constable; 6 Somerfield. FL
Boardley 49.014s (88.72mph). P
Andrew Gordon-Colebrooke
(Century). S 18. Points (after
3/23 rounds) 1 Ladell 99; 2
Boardley 96; 3 King 68; 4
Constable 56; 5 Shield 54; 6
Gordon-Colebrooke 48.

Porsche Carrera Cup GB (34
laps) 1 Dino Zamparelli (Redline);
2 Tio Ellinas (Slidesports)
+3.683s; 3 Lewis Plato (JTR); 4
George Gamble (Parker); 5 Jamie
Orton (JTR); 6 Tom Wrigley
(JTR). FL Ellinas 52.632s
(82.62mph). P Zamparelli. S 21.
Race 2 (25 laps) 1 Gamble; 2
Ellinas +2.074s; 3 Zamparelli; 4
Plato; 5 Wrigley; 6 Orton. FL
Daniel Harper (JTR) 47.136s
(92.25mph). P Orton. S 21.
Points (after 2/16 rounds) 1
Zamparelli 20; 2 Ellinas 18; 3 
Gamble 16; 4 Plato 13; 5 Orton 7; 
6 Wrigley 7.

British F4 (26 laps) 1 Ayrton 
Simmons (JHR Developments); 2 
Kiern Jewiss (Double R) +0.362s; 
3 Dennis Hauger (Arden); 4 Seb 
Priaulx (Arden); 5 Paavo Tonteri 
(Double R); 6 Johnathan Hoggard 
(Fortec). FL Simmons 46.583s 
(93.35mph). P Simmons. S 14. 
Race 2 (24 laps) 1 Priaulx; 2 
Simmons +0.852s; 3 Jack 
Doohan (Arden); 4 Jewiss; 5 
Hoggard; 6 Patrik Pasma (Arden). 
FL Hoggard 46.395s (93.73mph). 
P Pasma. S 14. Race 3 (23 laps) 
1 Simmons; 2 Jewiss +0.922s; 3 
Tonteri; 4 Priaulx; 5 Josh Skelton 
(JHR Developments); 6 Hampus 
Ericsson (Fortec). FL Simmons 
46.872s (92.77mph). P Simmons. 
S 14. Points (after 3/30 
rounds) 1 Simmons 68; 2 Priaulx 
49; 3 Jewiss 48; 4 Tonteri 25; 5 
Doohan 23; 6 Hauger 23.

Ginetta Junior (18 laps) 1 
Adam Smalley (Elite 
Motorsport); 2 Ruben Del Sarte 
(TCR) +4.622s; 3 Fin Green 
(Elite Motorsport); 4 Louis 
Foster (Elite Motorsport); 5 
Luke Browning (Richardson 
Racing); 6 Greg Johnson (Elite 
Motorsport). FL Del Sarte 
57.415s (75.74mph). P 
Smalley. S 21. Race 2 (17 
laps) 1 Browning; 2 Smalley 
+0.500s; 3 Del Sarte; 4 Foster; 
5 Johnson; 6 Patrick Kibble 
(TCR). FL Browning 1m04.248s 
(67.68mph). P Smalley. S 21. 
Points (after 2/26 rounds) 1 
Smalley 66; 2 Del Sarte 57; 3 
Browning 56; 4 Foster 44; 5 
Johnson 38; 6 Green 32.

Three-time champ bags two podiums to head points

Rivett took a win

and a second

Simmons’worst result at Brands was second in race two

Coates (leading) fought valiant
ly

Photos: JakobEbrey

‘Browning made
amends for error’
Ginetta Junior, below

RIVETT DELIVERS A
CLIO MASTERCLASS

lap later to hand his rival a 

second win.

A narrow third in race one, 

Red Bull Junior Dennis 

Hauger was then limited to 

seventh by a slow puncture.

A safety car to remove the 

bizarrely interlocked cars of  

Lucca Allen and Sebastian 

Alvarez gave the Norwegian a 

chance in the final race to 

attack Simmons, but he slid 

wide at Paddock Hill Bend to 

ninth. “I had the speed to win, 

but it’s hard to overtake 

here,” he bemoaned.

Team-mate Jack Doohan 

put a “difficult” first race behind 

him to fend off  Jewiss for a 

maiden podium in race two.
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Victory for Barter

in Datsun 240Z

CharlesBarteropenedhis25th
seasonof70sRoadSportswith
yet another victory inhisDatsun
240Z,butSaturday’swinat
DoningtonParkonly cameafter
a self-inflictedhandicap.
AstheHSCCseasonkickedoff in fine

style,Bartermadeagreat start tohis

titledefence, althougharrivingat

Redgateon the first lap insixthplace

wasnot theplannedopeninggambit. “I

went fromfirst to fourthoff the line,”

admittedBarteras the33-strong field

attempted tomughim.

Onceintohisstride,Barterquickly

workedhiswaytothefront,deposingthe

MorganPlus8of early leaderRussell

Patersonintheprocess.But theScot

didn’tgodownwithoutafight,keeping

thepressureonBarterall thewayhome

andlittlemorethanasecondadriftat the

flag.“There’snothinglikemakingit

difficult foryourself,”saidBarter.The

Lotuschallengewiltedalittle,butJames

DeanandHowardPaynemadeit two

Europas inthetopfour.

TherewasLotuspaybackinthe

Historic Road SportswhenJohn

DavisontigeredhisElanclearof a

mightyMorganbattle for second. “Iwas

keen togetaheadof theMorgans

straightaway,” saidDavison, after

pouncingbefore theMoggies reallygot

into their stride.RichardPlantgotaduff

start andhad tochasebackup the

similarPlus8of KevinKivlochan.After

racingKivlochan’s car lastOctober,

Plantknewwhathewasupagainstand

never foundachink inhis resolute

defence.However, for lapafter lap the

rumblingV8smadeawonderful

spectacleas theyran inclose formation.

“Hewas inmymirrorsall the time,”

saidKivlochan. “Itwas fantastic: a

really close race.”

BothJonMilicevic (BrabhamBT21B)

andLeeCunningham(Dallara381/382)

tookFormula3doubles.Milicevic

topped theF3 one-litre carsandhad to

contendwithabigchallenge fromthe

recoveringAndrewHibberd in the

opener. “Ihookedsecondon the

downchange intoMcLeansand it locked

therearwheels,” saidHibberdof his

quickspin.Hewasstraightbackup to

secondandhunteddownMilicevicona

trackstill oily fromtheprecedingrace.

The final lapswerewheel-to-wheelbut

Milicevicwasaheadbyjusteight-

hundredthsof asecondwhenit

mattered. Intothirdwenta jubilant Ian

Bankhurst intherareAlexis.“Thosetwo

are inadifferent league:wewonthe

otherrace,”hesaidonthepodium.

Nobodywasmoredisappointedthan

MilicevicwhenHibberddroppedtime

withanOldHairpinspininthesecond

raceas lightrainmadeconditionstricky.

CunninghamblitzedtheClassic F3

packinthenewly-restoredDallarafrom

EdgintonRacingtowinbothraces in

convincingstyle.TheformerFIAGT

racerwonfromthefront inthelargely

untriedDallaraasKeithWhite (Ralt

RT1),PatGormley(Safir)andDavid

Thorburn(RaltRT3)disputedtheother

podiumplaces.ChrisLevyandDrew

Cameronwerethebestof theconcurrent

URSClassicFF2000pack.

Thefact thatSchryverandHadfield

wontheGuards Trophyrace ina

ChevronB6hadafamiliar feelasMichael

andSimonhavebeendoingjust that for

threedecades.However, thisvictory

wenttothe juniorteamassonsWill

SchryverandJamesHadfieldkeptupthe

familytradition.Thecockpitof theElva

of NickPancisi filledupwithoilearlyon

andtheresultwasanincrediblyslippery

track.ButSchryverturnedinanicely

measuredopeningstint toworkclearof

theotherChevronsandHadfield,racing

theB6forthefirst time,completedthe job

instyle.“Itwasladsnotdadsforthis

one,”saidSchryver.Despitesitting ina

puddleof petrolandsufferingamid-race

spin,GregoryThorntonranhisB8into

secondfromearlyleaderCharlesAllison.

JohnDavison’sLotusElanheadedthe

GTpackastheTVRsfailedtoreach

half-distance.

FormerVWracerPhilipHouse

masteredtheHistoric Touring Carson

onlyhissecondrace inhisLotusCortina,

butVikingraiderMartinStrommenwas

aconstant threat.StevePlattswasinon

theactaswell, spendingthefirsthalf of

theracesnappingat theanklesof the

Cortinas.Eventually, theSinger

Chamoisdroppedafewsecondsbackbut

still scoredaveryimpressivethirdplace

aheadof manymorepowerfulcars.

Finally,SamWilson(Lotus20/22)had

little trouble inscoopingHistoric

Formula Juniorspoils,althoughPeter

Mortonwasstill chasinghardat theflag.

BARTER BEGINS SEASON
WITH ROAD SPORTS WIN

Park: Reigning champion

The top eight cars were covered by just two seconds at the finish

Double win for 
Park in FF2000s

Thrilling eight-car battle in Historic Formula Fords ends with Tarling on top

A fabulous field, with 

quality to match quantity, 

got the Historic FF2000 

season off to a barn-

storming start with a 

double win for reigning 

champion Andrew Park. 

In Saturday’s opener, 

Nelson Rowe languished 

down in 14th on the grid. 

The brakes needed bleeding 

early in the session and by 

the time he went out again, 

the track was wet. That was 

good news for defending 

champion Park, who set a 

fearsome early pace with 

Benn Simms sitting on his 

gearbox. “Benn was giving 

me a hard time,” admitted 

Park. Sadly, Simms was 

destined not to finish 

as a failing rear upright 

finally gave way and his 

race was over. 

Meanwhile, Rowe was 

making very strong 

progress in an attacking 

drive and jumped into 

second once Simms parked 

up. Rowe got to within 10s 

of the leader but that was as 

far as the laps would allow. 

Importantly, it put the 

equine vet on the front 

row of the grid for the 

second race on Sunday. 

Andrew Storer fended off 

a lengthy challenge from 

David Walton to complete 

the podium.

With Simms at the back of 

the grid for the second race, 

another cracker was 

expected. Unfortunately, a 

first lap midfield tangle 

sent him into the wall on 

the exit of McLeans to 

complete a weekend to 

forget. Up front, Park was 

in stunning form, holding 

Rowe at arm’s length over 

the early laps then eking 

out a winning margin of 

four seconds in a truly 

impressive performance.

There are not enough superlatives 

to adequately describe the 

weekend’s second Historic 

Formula Ford race. 

From an eight-car lead pack, 

Richard Tarling somehow got to 

the flag first, with just two 

seconds covering eight cars. The 

spectators stood in awe as the 

pack raced wheel-to-wheel for 20 

minutes, often three-abreast in a 

commendably clean contest.

This was Historic FF1600 at its 

very best. Saturday’s race was 

pretty good when Ben Mitchell 

finally wriggled clear of the pack 

to take a superb win from Nelson 

Rowe as Tarling, Callum Grant 

and Cameron Jackson fought 

tooth-and-nail over third.

But the remarkably strong field 

saved the best for Sunday in a race 

where any one of eight cars could 

have won and most of them had a 

turn in the lead. It was a race that 

modern single-seater racing will 

never come close to matching as 

Tarling, Jackson, Mitchell, Grant, 

Rowe, Ed Thurston, Gislain 

Genecand and Stuart Kestenbaum 

showed how it should be done. 

Will Nuthall was in there too, 

until a loose nosecone made a bid 

for freedom. It was so close, with 

constant place changing, yet the 

racing standards among this fine 

crop of racers ensured that, 

somehow, everyone finished.

Ultimately, Tarling used all his 

guile to work his way into a 

winning position from Jackson 

and Mitchell, as less than a fifth of 

a second covered the top three 

cars. “That was hard work,” said 

Tarling, who has had some big 

battles since switching to Historic 

FF1600. Few wins will ever be 

tougher than this one.
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Historic Formula Ford 1600
Qualification race 1: Harvey Sykes (Crossle 20F)
Qualification race 2: Ben Tusting (Merlyn Mk20)
Championship race 1: Ben Mitchell (Merlyn Mk20)
Championship race 2: Richard Tarling (Jamun T2)

Historic Road Sports
John Davison (Lotus Elan)

70s Road Sports
Charles Barter (Datsun 240Z)

Historic Formula Ford 2000
Race 1: Andrew Park (Reynard SF81)
Race 2: Andrew Park (Reynard SF81)

Guards Trophy
Will Schryver/James Hadfield (Chevron B6)

Historic Formula 3
Race 1: Jon Milicevic (Brabham BT21B)
Race 2: Jon Milicevic (Brabham BT21B)

Classic Formula 3/URS Classic FF2000
Race 1: Lee Cunningham (Dallara 381/382)
Race 2: Lee Cunningham (Dallara 381/382)

Historic Touring Cars
Philip House (Ford Lotus Cortina)

Historic Formula Junior
Sam Wilson (Lotus 20/22)

WINNERS BOX

Philip House raced in Historic Touring Cars
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BCV8 Championship
Rob Spencer (MGB GT V8)

Cockshoot Cup
Ray Collier (MG ZR 190)

Equipe GTS
Group A: Mark Ashworth (TVR Grantura MkIII)
Group B: Babak Farsian (MGB Roadster)

Equipe Pre 63
Martin Brewer (Aston Martin Project 214 Copy)

MG Cup
Race 1: Matthew Simpson (Rover Tomcat Turbo)
Race 2: Richard Buckley (Rover Tomcat)

MG Trophy
Race 1: Jason Burgess (ZR 190)
Race 2: Jason Burgess (ZR 190)

Metro Cup
Jack Ashton (Rover Metro GTi)

Midget/Sprite Challenge
David Morrison (MG Midget)

Scottish BMW & Fiesta & Hot Hatch
Championship
Race 1: Peter Cruickshank (Fiesta ST)
Race 2: Wayne MacCaulay (Fiesta ST)

Scottish Classic Sports & Saloons
Championship
Race 1: Robert Bremner (AC Cobra)
Race 2: Robert Bremner (AC Cobra)

Scottish Formula Ford 1600
Championship
Race 1: Ross Martin (Ray GR17)
Race 2: Ross Martin (Ray GR17)

Scottish Legends Championship
Race 1: John Paterson
Race 2: John Paterson
Race 3: John Paterson

Scottish Mini Cooper Cup
Race 1: Kyle Reid
Race 2: Kyle Reid
Race 3: Kyle Reid

Scottish Sports & Saloons Championship
Race 1: Robert Drummond (Ford Escort Cosworth)
Race 2: Roddie Paterson (Caterham C400)

WINNERS

WINNERS

ThefirstpartofaSilverstoneMG
Trophyvictorydouble for Jason
Burgesswascloudedbycontroversy
followingasafetycar restart.

Burgesssummeditup:“Itisnotthe

mosthappyvictoryIhavehad.Idon’t

likeseeingmycompetitorsfeeling

harddoneby.”TheStamforddriver

passedthenappingDougCole

marginallybeforethetiminglinewhen

thesafetycarmadealatediveforthe

pitlane.Cole,whohadclimbedfrom

fourthonthegridtoleadtherace

withinhalf alap,wasshuffledbackto

thirdbyGrahamRossatBrooklands

threelapsaftertheresumption.

Colewasalsofrustratedinracetwo:

earlycontactputhimwellback,but

hehadracedbackuptofourthwhen

forcedtoretire.Upfront,Rosstriedto

outbrakeBurgessatBrooklandsbut

spunafterdoor-to-doorcontact

betweentheZR190s.

ReigningchampionMatthew

Turnbullwasimmediatelyonthepace

ashesteppeduptotheZR170division

buthewastwicedeniedclassvictory

bylastyear’srunner-upPaulLuti.

TylorBallardandJohnBooth

sharedtheZR160spoils.

MarkAshworth’sbattle-scarred

TVRGranturaclungontovictoryin

themainEquipeGTSracedespite

contactwithTomAndrew’s

ElvaCourieratWoodcoteonthe

penultimatelap.Thisalsobrought

ChrisRyan’sTriumphTR4and

TomSmith’sMGBintolastminute

contention.Theoverflowraceendedin

aphotofinish,withBabakFarsian’s

MGBRoadsteranoseaheadof Rob

Cobden’sElvaCourieraftererstwhile

leaderDavidKeers-Traffordtooka

self-imposeddrive-throughpenalty

aftermisinterpretingawarningflag.

MartinBrewerdrovehisAston

MartinProject214copytovictoryin

theinaugural Pre-’63 racedespitean

off thatbrieflyhandedtheleadtothe

SarahBennett-Baggs/MikeThorne

BigHealey.ThespinningElvaof

PaulandTomAndrew,thatBrewer

hadbeentryingtoavoid,cameback

tofinishsecond.

Therewasanimpressivefieldfor

theBCV8season-opener,butitdidn’t

includereigningchampionRuss

McCarthythankstodramasduring

qualifying.RobSpencerjustaboutled

throughout,butthechallengefrom

NeilFowlerintensifiedintheclosing

laps.OllieNeavestookadvantageof a

hugespinatBeckettsforAndrew

YoungtowinClassC.

RayCollierwasanothertorotate

atBecketts,thesecondcornerof the

CocksootCup encounter.Withintwo

lapshewasbackintotheleadinhisZR

andhepulledclearof PhilipStandish’s

brightorangeTFandPeterBramble’s

B,afterAshleyWoodward’sZSblew

itsengine.

Roverproductsweretotheforein

thepairof MGCupcontests,withthe

Tomcatsof MatthewSimpsonand

RichardBuckleysplittingthehonours

althoughtheshowwasstolenbyMetro

championMikeWilliams.Hehas

upratedhistitle-winningGTitorunan

1800ccengine,buteventhatdidnotgive

himenoughpuff downthestraights.

Hechuckeditthroughthecornerswell

enoughtospendplentyof timeinthe

lead,untilaleaktookhold.Inhisown

words:“Itwasstinkingof fueland

thenitjustdied.”

Buckleyhadalreadyretiredwith

driveflangefailure,althoughhe

bouncedbacklaterwhentheMetro

wasaffectedbygearboxissues.

Intheabsenceof Williams,the

AshtonbrothersresumedtheirMetro

Cup rivalry.JackleftSilverstonewith

braggingrightsashissiblingAndrew

wasedgedbacktothirdbyDanBalster

threelapsfromtheend.

KyleReidkickedoff thenewScottish

MotorRacingClubseasonatKnockhill

indominantfashionwithahat-trickof

ScottishMiniCooperCupvictories.

Butitwasfull-seasondriverJohn

DuncanwholefttheFifecircuit

happiestafteratrioof podiums.

WithreigningchampionMark

Geraghtypursuingotherventures

southof theborder,Reidstampedhis

authorityontheweekendtakingpole

positionby0.3sfromDuncan.

Acleangetawayamidthechaos

behindwaskeytoclaimingvictoryfrom

DuncanandRobbieDalgleishinan

openingracethatwastwiceinterrupted

bythesafetycar.SimonHoldernessand

CraigBlakebothfoundthemselvesin

thegravelatMcIntyresearlyintherace.

HannahChapmanandrookieJake

Hutchisonalsosufferedrace-ending

contactduringafractiousencounter.

ReidandDuncanreplicatedtheir

resultsinanentertainingsecondrace,

butDalgleish’shopesweredashedbya

blownclutchexitingtheHairpin.

Thereverse-gridfinalracemeantReid

hadtoworkhiswaythroughfromfifth,

whichheachievedsuperbly.The

Aberdeenshire-localmadethemostof

seriesreturneeDavidSleigh’sambitious

diveuptheinsideof DominicWheatley

tosnatchsecondatDuffus.Thenhewent

ontoassumetheleadfromWheatley

approachinghalf-distance.

“It’sawesometogetthreewins,

butIdon’tcompeteinthefullseason

duetoworkcommitmentswhichisa

greatshame,”explainedReid.

Duncanleadsthepointscourtesy

of histwosecondsandathird,while

Wheatleyalsobaggedthreevaluable

pointsfinishes.

Anenhancedgridof 15carshelped

theScottishSports&Saloonsdeliver

twoexcellentraces,wonbyRobert

DrummondandRoddiePaterson.

Patersonshowedgreattenacityinhis

two-wheel-driveCaterhamC400ashe

fendedoff Drummond’sfasterfour-

wheel-driveFordEscortCosworth,

andthesimilarlyturbocharged

MitsubishiEvoof KennethMcKell.Title

contenderRonCumming(NemesisKit

Car)sufferedmechanicalproblems

throughoutandfailedtomakethefinish

ineitherrace.OliverMortimerclaimed

apairof CooperSclasswins.

DespitenothavingdrivenhisRayGR17

sinceNovember’sWalterHayesTrophy

atSilverstone,RossMartinremained

dominantinbothScottishFormula

Ford1600races.TheMazdaRoadto

Indyfinalistbrokethecircuitlaprecord

nofewerthanfivetimesenrouteto

victoryinraceone,asJordan

Gronkowski’sVanDiemenbrokedown

onthethirdlap.Martinthenconverteda

secondpoleintovictoryinracetwo,

beatingSebMelrosetotheline,withthe

recoveringGronkowskithird.

DefendingchampionJohnPaterson

beganhisquestforafifth Scottish

Legendstitlebyremarkablytakingall

threewinsonoffer. ‘WeePat’madeup10

placesintwolapsintheopeningheat,to

DOUBLE
WINFOR
BURGESS

New Equipe Pre 63 series began at weekend

Bremner’s Cobra won Classic Sports & Saloon race from Kinmond (l)

Burgess’ race one win 

came amid controversy

Photos: Jim Moir

BRILLIANT START FOR REID AS 
HE TAKES A MINI HAT-TRICK

take victory from David Newall and 

engine prep expert Ivor Greenwood.

Having taken race two at a canter from 

pole, Paterson then produced another 

sensational drive from 16th to beat Ryan 

McLeish in the final race.

Robert Bremner cruised to a pair of  

Scottish Classic Sports & Saloon 

race wins in his striking AC Cobra V8, 

beating the Rover 3500 of  John Kinmond 

in both. Kinmond fought off  Raymond 

Boyd (Porsche 911) in the first race, with 

the pair joined in a stunning podium 

battle by Andrew Graham in his Triumph 

TR8 in race two. 

Fiesta XR2 class honours went to 

Martin Ramsay.

Reid beat safety car interventions and a reverse-grid finale to take all three wins

RACING REPORTS
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Jones got to grips with the Brabham

Teacher’s lesson
Cumbrianschool teacher Jono

Baines finallymadehisHistoric

FF2000debutatDoningtonPark.

Plans tostart racing lastsummer

in theRoyaleRP30were thwarted

byanenginefailure inhis first test

atCroftbuthehassincedonea

coupleofsprints togeta feel for

thecar.AtDoningtonheachieved

his targetof twofinishes.

JacksonforFFord
Historicsingle-seater racerCameron

Jackson isplanninga full assaulton

theHistoricFormulaFord title inaLola

T200fromNeilFowler’sstableand

openedhisseasonwithasecond

anda fifthatDonington. Jacksonwill

also racehisFormula JuniorBrabham

BT2 in the three-event final legof the

category’sDiamondJubileeWorld

Tour in theUKthissummer.

Matramemories
Nearlyhalfacenturyafterworks-

enteredMatrasports-racingcars

wontheTourdeFrance,aMatra

MS650willbeastarentryon

the2018TourAutowhen it runs

acrossFranceonthe lastweekof

April. Thepseudonymed ‘MrJohn

ofB’willdrive theopencockpit

V12-enginedcarontheweek-long

event thatmixesraceswith

closed-roadspecialstages.

Park’sHawkerun
HistoricFF2000championAndrew

ParkmadehisFormulaFord1600

debutatDonington inaHawkeDL2

recently rebuiltbyTomSmithatTS

HistoricMotorsport. “Itwasabitofa

project,” saidSmithwhoentrusted it to

Park foradebut race.Withno testing,

Park finishedmidfield in the two

championship races.

Titanic ladies
Famous ladyrallydrivers

RosemarySmithandLouise

Aitken-Walkerhave joinedthe

entry list for theTitanicDejaVu

Ulsterevent inearlySeptember.

Thenon-competitive tourover

someofUlster’sbest rallystages

followsthesuccessofCircuitof

Irelandretroevents.Smithwill

driveaV8SunbeamTigerand

Aitken-Walkerwilldrivea

SunbeamLotus.

Bromyarddelay
Duetowater-loggedcarparks, the

BromyardSpeedFestival ‘on tour’

eventscheduled forShelsleyWalsh

lastSundaywaspostponed.Thenew

datewill beSunday,May13,whena

widearrayofcompetitionandclassic

carswill takepart indemonstration runs

at theWorcestershirehillclimbvenue.

Stars inaPorsche
RichardAttwoodandAnthony

ReidracedaclassicPorsche911

in theGuardsTrophyraceat

DoningtonPark.Masterminded

bytheRoadandRace

Restorations teamfor thePorsche

ClassicPartnersprogramme, the

car isdestinedfor thenew2.0L

Cupforpre ’66911s thisseason.

Theyracedtoaclass-winning12th

placeoverall.

HISTORICS

Briggs reunited with McLaren for F1 bid

UK-basedNewZealander

WarrenBriggswillstepupto

HistoricFormula1thisseason

inanex-JohnWatsonMcLaren

M29C,chassisnumbertwo.

Briggshasmorerecently

racedaFordMustangwith

greatsuccessbuthasalways

wantedanM29ashis first job

onarrivingintheUKin1978

waswithMcLarenandthe

earlyworkontheM29.

“Thecaris fantastic, I feel

veryprivilegedtobeableto

ownit letaloneraceit,”said

Briggsafterafirstrunat

BrandsHatch.“It isM29-2

andwasbuiltandintroduced

partwaythrough1979to

replacetheM28.Patrick

Tambaydrovethiscarfrom

theGermanGPonthat

season.For1980thecarwas

upgradedtoCspecandJohn

Watsondroveit thatseason.”

Briggsplansalimited

2018campaignbeforeafull

programmenextyear.

Ex-David Purley Brabham finally makes a race comeback

Theex-DavidPurleyBrabham

BT28 one-litreF3carracedfor

thefirsttimesincethemid-

1970swhennewownerSteve

JonescontestedtheHistoric

F3racesatDoningtonPark.

TheBrabhamhadbeen

storedatRetroTrackandAir

for20yearsbeforeJones

boughtitandcommissioned

theRetroteamtorebuildit.

PurleyracedtheBT28in

1970onhiswayuptoFormula

1anditwasthenfittedwitha

Lotustwin-camforFormula

Libre.“Iboughtitatthe

beginningof theproject,”

saidJones,whoclaimedninth

andseventhplacefinishes.He

electednottoracethecarat

Goodwoodbecauseof thesnow.

ByMattJames

ShaneBlandwill raceat
DoningtonParknextmonth
for the first timesince
breakinghisneck inaBritish
GTaccident in2001.

TheLeamingtonSparacerwill

returntothewheelof theGeoff

SteelRacingGroupABMW635i

CSIattheDoningtonHistoric

FestivalonMay4-6.Hewillagain

sharethemachinewithAndre

d’Cruze,whohedrovealongside

atthe2017OultonParkGold

Cupwheretheyfailedtofinish

withagearboxproblem.

“Ialwayswantedtoraceat

DoningtonParkagainjustto

finallyputthatbadmemory

tobed,”saidBland,whocrashed

anEclipseMotorsportGTO

classMarcosMantisatRedgate

whenthebrakesfailed.

“Iamnotnervousaboutracing

atDoningtonagain–assoonas

yougetbehindthewheelthatis

allthatyouthinkaboutand

Iamsuretherewillbenothing

tospookme.”

Blandsaidtakingpartinthe

GoldCuplastseasonhad

rekindledhisinterestinlong

circuitracing,andheispartners

inathree-litreFordCaprithat

isbeingrebuiltbyex-BTCC

ProductionclassracerMatt

Kelly.Thepairaimtousethat

machineattheSilverstone

Classicif it isreadyintime.

“Ijustreallyenjoyedthe

atmosphereinhistoricracing,

andyougettohandlesomereally

iconicmachines,”addedBland.

“Itwillbeahecticweekendfor

mebecauseonMondayafter

Donington,Iwillbeheadingto

HednesfordHillsforthenext

NationalHotRodround.”

Donington return 17 years
after monster accident

BLAND BACK IN
BMW 635i

DOWNTHE

PUB
WITH
SAMWILSON
Age: 33 Lives:Leicester

Historic Lotus racer

IN BRIEF

‘Baines finally
made his debut’
FF2000 racer on track, below

BRITON BENNETT SECURES DEAL FOR WORLD RALLYCROSS OPENER PAGE 37

He drives a Lotus 18
“It is JohnChisholm’s Lotus 18

and it is an ex-works car,

chassis 372, and it is very

original. It was the car that Jim

Clark drove in his firstmajor

single-seaterwin at Brands

Hatch in 1960, so it is quite a

significant car. Iain Rowley

rebuilt it a couple of years ago

and then John brought it to us

and since then I’ve been driving

it.We’ve done someHGPCA

races and Johnwill do some

more eventswith it this year.”

He took it to Donington
“It was a rush to get it ready for

the JimClark celebration on

Saturday aswe’ve just put it

back to 1.5-litres. It was lovely

to see the Lotus 18 therewith

the other cars and it was

fantastic to see somany people

there to remember JimClark.

My dadwas there aswell.”

There is a baby on
the way
“I was hoping to race the 18 at

Monacobutwe’ve got a little

one on theway.Mywife Janine

is due to give birth to a boy

in earlyMay.He’s due the

weekend of theDonington

Historic Festival andwe’re

only half an hour away from

Donington. ButMonaco the

followingweekend is probably

not such a good idea. I’ve

bought him a1962pedal

car that’s like a little Lotus 20.

DamonHill had onewhen

hewas a little boy.”

His dad is involved
“I’ve heard endless stories from

mydadRobbecause hewas

the chiefmechanic at the

DoningtonCollectionwhen

TomWheatcroft first started

rescuing grandprix cars.

Therewere a lot of JimClark

stories and hewas just an

incredible driver.”

He’s a Jim Clark fan
“It was quite an emotional

moment on the grid on

Saturday. Theywere asking

somequestions over the

commentary and they askedme

what I thought of JimClark and I

was starting to get emotional. In

my opinion hewas the best

racing driver of all time. I love the

cars from that era: they are pure

and it is before slicks andwings

and I’ve been around them

since Iwas a baby.”

Photos:mkpics.net. Paul Lawrence

Bland will return to

the wheel of a BMW

Bland is a National Hot Rod regular

Wilson: Lotus 18 racer
Reid/Attwood’s Porsche 911

Classic Jaguar XK120s to gather at Shelsley Walsh and aim to set a world record

The 70th anniversary of  the 

Jaguar XK120 will be celebrated 

at Shelsley Walsh by the 

XK70 Jaguar Festival over the 

weekend of June 9/10.

As well as a huge number of  

XK120s and subsequent models, 

some important race cars will 

also be on hand and some will be 

driven at speed up the historic 

1000-yard Worcestershire 

hillclimb course.

Feature cars include the 

TWR XJ220C driven by David 

Coulthard, David Brabham and 

John Nielsen at Le Mans in 1993 

and the 1987 World Sportscar 

Championship-winning XJR-8. 

Justin Law and Chris Ward will 

drive the race cars up the hill.

The organising XK Club 

is aiming to set a world record 

by gathering 700 classic 

XKs together.    

An estimated 500 people stood in silence on the Donington 
Park grid on Saturday to remember Jim Clark, 50 years to 
the day from the Scot’s death. At the head of the grid was 
the Lotus 18 now owned by John Chisholm, the car in which 
Clark scored his first major single-seater win in 1960.
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WRX PREVIEW

by Gronholm and team manager 

Jussi Pinomaki has been working 

hard behind the scenes. 

Doing away with the 1.6-litre WRC 

engine, the i20s are now home to 

what is widely acknowledged to 

be the best customer engine in 

the sport, courtesy of  Pipo. 

Gronholm Jr has shown flashes 

of  pace in his maiden two campaigns, 

while Timerzyanov was a match for 

any driver before World RX began. 

If  the Hyundai is competitive and 

Timerzyanov can rekindle the kind 

of  performances that allowed 

him to dominate Euro RX events, 

he could be the dark horse for wins 

this season.

Also new on the block is the GC 

Kompetition squad with its Prodrive-

built Renault Megane RS RXs (see 

feature, page 34). While the cars 

are a mouth-watering creation 

and impressed with testing pace at 

Silverstone last month, team owner 

and driver Guerlain Chicherit 

openly admits he needs more 

experience to be able to challenge 

the sharp end regularly. He is also 

racing in the French Rallycross 

Championship to gain that mileage, 

while team-mate Jerome Grosset-

Janin has proved he has what it takes 

to challenge for titles in Euro RX 

butembarksonamaiden World 

Championship campaign this

year against some of the very best 

in drivers in the world.

Making a return to the series after 

a year of  absence as a full-time entry, 

Olsbergs MSE has revised its Ford 

Fiesta platform to use an inboard 

suspension and front-mounted 

radiator, similar to VW’s Polo. 

The squad will also field a pair of  

former event winners: Kevin 

Eriksson (son of  team owner 

Andreas) and Robin Larsson. 

Manfred Stohl’s STARD team and 

Sebastien Loeb Racing will also 

run cars for Janis Baumanis and 

Gregoire Demoustier in individual 

efforts this term.

Adding to the list of  unknowns 

in the teams and two new venues 

at Silverstone and Circuit of  the 

Americas, a number of  changes 

to the technical and sporting 

regulations designed to both 

bring costs down and even out 

performance have been implemented 

and changes to the number of  tyres 

available per event and items such as 

gear ratios and rear aerodynamic 

devises being fixed before the season.

The variables in World RX could 

be huge this season. 

If  those are reflected by on-track 

performances, 2018 could be more 

spectacular than ever. 

1Gronholm’s
GRXTeam
GRX’s i20 Supercars are yet to 
be seen in action, having missed 
both official pre-season tests, 
but if Timur Timerzyanov can return 
to past form and the car is on the 
pace, Marcus Gronholm’s squad 
could be a dark horse this year.

2 Prodrive’s 
Megane RS RX
The Banbury firm’s return 
to off-road top-flight World 
Championship competition is 
with a bang, with the stunning 
Renault Megane RS RX that 
hasn’t just opened a new page 
in the ‘how to build a Supercar’ 

bookbuthas ripped it 
up completely. 

3 Bakkerud’s 
new drive
Mattias Ekstrom is arguably 
one of the best racing drivers 
in the world. He’s calculated, 
clean and precise. His new 
team mate, Andreas Bakkerud, 
is more akin to the old school. 
Yes, he has finesse, but he can 
also grab a car by its scruff and 
get stuck in. If the S1 is good, 
he could be great.

4 Circuit of 
the Americas
For the first time World RX will 

head to the USA in September. 
The new track was revealed 
last week, situated in an 
amphitheatre setting in the Turns 
12-17 complex of the F1 circuit. 
If rallycross can harbour the 
same kind of razzmatazz that F1 
does in Texas, it will be a great 
addition to the calendar. 

5 Peugeot
The French marque is managing 
its expectations for the early part 
of 2018 as it gets to grips with 
running a rallycross programme 
in house and develops the 
208 WRX. But it won’t take the 
French firm long. If form is hit in 
time for its home round at 

Loheac, with Loeb at the 
wheel the atmosphere will be 
more goosebump-inducing 
than ever.

6 Estering’s first, 
and last, corner
World RX heads to some 
amazing new venues in 2018, 
but there’s equally nothing 
quite like the old school. 
Buxtehude’s pokey circuit, 
the oldest on the calendar, has 
rough loose sections and a 
lottery of a tight-right first 
corner. The form book could go 
out of the window here, while 
the last corner joker makes for 
an exciting sprint to the line.

T
he post-
season World 
Rallycross 
Championship 
video, produced 
for the 2017 FIA 
prize-giving, 

promotes all that is good about 
the sport. Despite having seen it 
many times, title winner Johan 
Kristoffersson couldn’t help 
being glued to a rerun at the 
recent PSRX team launch. 

“I do still enjoy watching that,” 

says VW Polo driver Kristoffersson. 

“That’s rallycross itself: when they 

make a video like that and there’s 

some good music, there’s a lot of  

action in rallycross, so of  course 

when the new season is just around 

the corner, you feel a bit even more 

motivated to start to compete 

again when you watch it.” 

Despite being a class above last 

season the29 year olddoesneed

permanent 2018 entries. The PSRX 

team had things largely its own way 

last term and will start the opening 

round this weekend in Barcelona as 

favourites, but if  the array of  new 

teams, new cars and pre-season 

testing form are anything to go by, 

World Rallycross will be anything 

but predictable this year. 

Volkswagen Motorsport has 

continued tinkering with its WRC-

based Polo for a second term in 

World RX, but Mattias Ekstrom has 

received increased input from Audi 

Sport. The driver has ditched his 

DTM commitments to focus solely 

on rallycross and the new EKS S1 

Supercar created as a collaboration 

between the two parties. It also has 

a new driver in Andreas Bakkerud, 

who has six World RX victories to his 

name and scored several podiums 

in a Ford Focus RS RX last season.

And then there’s Peugeot Sport, 

which has taken the running of  its 

rallycross programme away from 

Kenneth Hansen’s team to be the 

first full factory effort in World RX. 

The French outfit will start with a 

pair of  new cars similar to the 2017 

versions, but will implement step 

changes through the opening p art 

of  the year. By mid-season, 

the Parisians also expect to be 

challenging at the front, and have 

Solberg’s PSRX team has a reworked VW Polo

the right drivers with which to do so. 

It has rally legend Sebastien Loeb, 

who will be sharper than ever thanks 

to recent seat time in the WRC, and 

rallycross’ most under-rated talent, 

Timmy Hansen. His younger brother 

Kevin will drive a third 2017-spec car.

However, if  the old existing guard 

have any thoughts that they only 

have to watch out for each other this 

season, they’re going to be mistaken. 

Marcus Gronholm’s GRX team 

has followed a similar route to that of  

Volkswagen by adapting an ex-WRC 

car (circa 2016) for World RX, the 

Finn’s team set to field Hyundai i20s 

for his son Niclas and triple European 

Champion Timur Timerzyanov. 

The Hyundais are the only cars not 

to be seen so far in pre-season testing 

and are an unknown, but the team led

Prodrive’s new Megane R.S. RX

OPEN CONTESTOPEN SEASON FOR AN
Several new challengers take aim at the reigning champion Johan Kristoffersson. By Hal Ridge 

CALENDAR
2018 World Rallycross Championship

TRACK DATE

Barcelona, Spain April 14/15
Montalegre, Portugal April 28/29
Mettet, Belgium May 12/13
Silverstone, Great Britain May 26/27
Hell, Norway June 9/10
Holjes, Sweden June 30/July 1
Trois-Rivieres, Canada August 4/5
Loheac, France September 1/2
Riga, Latvia September 15/16
Circuit of the Americas, USA September 29/30
Estering, Germany October 13/14
Cape Town, South Africa November 24/25

ENTRY LIST

2018 World Rallycross Championship

DRIVER (NATIONALITY) TEAM CAR

Mattias Ekstrom (SWE)  EKS Audi Sport Audi S1
Andreas Bakkerud (NOR) EKS Audi Sport Audi S1
Guerlain Chicherit (FRA)  GC Kompetition  Renault Megane R.S.
Jerome Grosset-Janin (FRA) GC Kompetition  Renault Megane R. S.
Niclas Gronholm (FIN) GRX Taneco Team Hyundai i20
Timur Timerzyanov (RUS)  GRX Taneco Team Hyundai i20
Kevin Eriksson (SWE)  OlsbergsMSE Ford Fiesta
Robin Larsson (SWE) OlsbergsMSE Ford Fiesta
Petter Solberg (NOR) PSRX Volkswagen Sweden Volkswagen Polo R
Johan Kristoffersson (SWE)  PSRX Volkswagen Sweden Volkswagen Polo R
Sebastien Loeb (FRA)  Team Peugeot Total Peugeot 208
Timmy Hansen (SWE) Team Peugeot Total Peugeot 208
Gregoire Demoustier (BEL) Sebastien Loeb Racing Peugeot 208
Kevin Hansen (SWE) Team Peugeot Total Peugeot 208
Janis Baumanis (LVA) Team STARD Ford Fiesta

Kristoffersson is the 

man they want to beat

SIXTHINGSTOWATCH

Peugeot driver Timmy Hansen



W
hatdid
youget for
question
six?
Remember
those
inevitable

post-examdebriefs?And that
slightlyuneasy feelingwhen
youranswerdidn’t tallywith
thosearoundyou.Thatwas
Silverstone lastmonthwhen
theGCKMeganeR.S.RXcar
rolledoutof its garage towards
theStowecircuit for the
first time.
Therehadbeenplentyof chatter

about thepotential revolution this

carwasgoing toprovide, but rarely

does thereality liveup to therumour.

It did this time.And itdid thanks

toProdrive.Anybodypullinga late

onepast junction11of theM40

recentlywillhavenoticed the lights

havebeenon longer, later thanusual.

Thereason isGuerlainChicherit

andhisdesire todosomething

different inrallycross.

Asanextremeskier,Chicherit

ismore thanused to takingan

alternative route to themasses, but

nocouloirorcliff jumpinhisprevious

life is as radical aswhatheand

Prodrivehavecomeupwith to

challenge theestablishedorderof the

WorldRallycrossChampionship.

“WhenI startedmyownRXteam,

Iwanted tomakeacar fromscratch,”

says theFrenchman. “Therearecars

coming toRXfromother sports, but

nobodybuilt onecompletelynew.

Iknewmyteamcouldn’t do this, but

therewasa teamIhadbeendreaming

about since Iwasyoung.Thiswas the

sameteammyherodrove for,myhero

wasColin [McRae].And the teamis

Prodrive. It’s incredible forme to

cometo theplacewhereColinwas

and it’s evenmore incredible forme

toseewhatProdrivehascreated for

me. Ihave to thank thoseguys:

they’vemademydreamreal.”

And,onpaper (ormore likelya

computational fluiddesign [CFD]

page), it looks likeProdrive

mighthavecreatedeveryother

team’snightmare.

TheBanbury firm’spedigree in

worldrallyingandenduranceracing

isbeyondquestion,but itsbrief

ismorevaluable thanmoneywhen it

comes todevelopingacar.Honestly,

tobegiven twice theamountof

timerather than twice thebudget

ispreferable.”

And that cleansheetof papermeant

nothingwouldbecompromised.The

enginemountswouldbeperfect fora

Prodrive-designedmotor to slot into

aProdrive-designedchassis.

“Prodrive isaverydatadriven

company,”saysDoe.“Wehaveahuge

amountof experiencetocallon,butwe

doliketodoitwiththenumbers.We’ve

hadalotof funinthelast12months.”

Ground-uprevolution
Themost talkedaboutpartof what

willbethefastest-everaccelerating

RenaultMeganeis theabsenceof

brakes inthewheels.All fourdiscsare

inboard,whichmeansthefrontsare

locatedinsidetheenginebay.

“Wecameclosetodoingthiswith

therearbrakesontheMiniWRC,”

saysLapworth,“but intheenditwas

toomuchof ariskwhenyouhave

events likeMexicowhichcanbe

reallyhardonbraketemperature.”

Withfour-minuteraces,rapidly

risingbraketemperatureswon’tbea

problem.Andthepay-off ispotentially

hugeintermsof improvedunsprung

massandtheability tocontain

tyretemperaturesandpressures–

viatailoredaircraft-style

O.Z.Racingwheels.

“Sofar, it’sworkedprettywell,”

saysDoe,deadpan,notgiving

anythingaway.“Weshouldbe

fineprovidingWorldRXdoesn’t

introducehalf-hourraces.”

Theabsenceof brakemountings

onthehubmeansaveryminimalist

uprightandthis leadstheeyenicely

intosuspension.

“Thesuspensionisagoodstep,”

confirmsLapworth.“It’snotall

win,butonbalancewethinkit’s the

rightwaytogo.TheMini,withsome

development,wouldhavebeenavery

goodrallycrosscarwithout throwing

everythingawaythatwe’ddonefor

rallying.Butwithacleansheetof

paper itwasn’tdifficult forusto

saythatwewoulddiscountthe

MacPhersonstrutstraightaway.”

Initsplace isadoublewishbone

set-upwhichofferswidercamber

optionsandmuchimprovedgripas

thecar loadsupinalongcorner.

“Thecar’sreadytoturnmoreand

moreinthelongcorners,”saysDoe,

“intheseplaces,withthelimitations

of theMacPherson,youwouldhave

startedto losetothetyre.Thedouble

wishbonetakesawayfrictionissues

andgivesussomuchmorefreedom

aroundthegeometry.”

Allof whichshouldresult in

improvedgripandbalancefrom

thecar.Andit’s thegripwhereLappy

reckonsthebigwincouldcome.

“Thelimitationongrip isprobably

whythissport’snotF1-expensive,”he

says.“Idon’tknowexactlybutI’dsay

60or70percentof the lapisprobably

grip limited,soyoudon’tneedtochase

1000bhp–you’renotgoingtoneedit

andit’snotreallyanaeroformula.

Of courseyouneedtooptimisewhat

you’vegot [intermsof aero],but

AdrianNeweywouldn’tgetvery

excitedaboutrallycrossbecause

you’renotchasingafter1000sof

Newtons,you’rechasingafew

hundredsof Newtonsandthe

differencebetweenonecarand

anothercarcouldbemeasuredin10s

of Newtons.LikeIsaid, I thinkwe’ve

madeagoodstepwiththesuspension.”

Dampingcomescourtesyof

bespokeOhlins.

Newengine is crucial
Tomake the inboardbrakeswork,

anyplans fora transverseengine

werebinned.Whichwas justaswell

because– for issuesof centreof

flirtationwithrallycrossdidn’t

deliver. Inbetween fixingup

SirBenAinslie’sAmerica’s

Cupchallengerandmaking the

world’s lightest foldingbicycle,

therewasan idea torevisitRX.

Prodrive technical gurusDavid

LapworthandPaulDoesatdown

withacopyof theWorldRXtechnical

regulations.Alreadyacquaintedwith

themfromthe time theyconverted the

MiniJohnCooperWRCintoanRX

racer, theywereready tocrunch the

numbersonawholedifferentproject.

Zerocarryover (actually, that’snot

true– thewheelnuts share thesame

partnumber); emptyscreen; free

yourmind.

Doeexplains: “Wewanted toavoid

the limitationswhichcomeswith

[convertinga] rally car.On the

chassis side [inarally car], theengine

positionhas tobekeptwithin25mm

of theproductionengine,whichall-

but forcesyoudownthe transverse

[layout] route.Thesuspension is

going tobeMacPhersonstruts,

whichcomewithmassive limitations

and thesub-framehas tobe

interchangeablewitharoadcar–

again this createsproblems.”

Thesolutionwasasimpleone: tear

itup.Forget convention.

Therealbenefit forProdrive

mid-way through2016was that the

carwouldn’tbebreakingcoveruntil

lastmonthand thatgave themplenty

of thinking time.

Lapworthsmiles thesmileof an

engineeringgeniusemerging from

18monthsof playtime inaseries

withsignificant regulatoryscope.

“The last time Idid something

like thiswasback in the1980s,”

hesays, “whenweworkedonan

off-roadproject…”

Thatoff-roadproject?Porsche’s 959,

theone that finished1-2on the1986

Paris-Dakar.

Hecontinues: “In thebeginning,

Pauland I started lookingat

priorities, themesandwhatwecould

doandwherewecoulddo itwith the

car.Wedid that for sixmonthsbefore

westartedcommitting theresource

to it. It’s rare thatyouget that time,

but it’s so, sovaluable.Commercially

you’realmostalwaysbacked intoa

corner in termsof development, then

you’reupagainst it and trying tocut

corners toget thecarready in time.

Thiswasn’t like that.”

And then, just likeProdrivehad

with itsMiniWorldRallyCar, the

whole thingwasdesignedand

built virtually.

“This [approach todesign] is

something that’sbeencomingmore

andmore for the last 10years,” says

Lapworth. “It’s a cliche,but,whowas

it? [Abraham]Lincoln, I think, said:

‘If you’vegotaday tochopdowna tree

thenspend themorningsharpening

theaxe.’That’swhatwe’vedone.Time

WRX PREVIEW

David Evansgetsunder theskinof a
revolutionary rallycrossbeast
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Prodrive has built two of

the new Megane R.S. RXs
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gravityandmassdistribution–

DoeandLapworth favoured

longitudinalanyway.

Doeexplains: “Theengine isas

lowas it cango.We’re limitedby

the flywheel regulation [sizedat]

240mm.Wecan’t gosmaller than that,

sowehavecrankshaft, [the] 120mm

flywheel radius, averysmall gap,

floorandroad. It doesn’t go lower

than that.Lookatother longitudinal

carsandnormally theengine is sat

on topof the transmissionwith

driveshafts goingunder theengine,

in thiscasewe’vereallysateverything

on the floor.”

Once the layoutof theenginewas

decided, theresearchanddesignwas

handedover toArthurShaw,

Prodrive’s chief engineengineer.

“We’ddonean in-depthstudy into

all engineoptionsand itbecameclear

thatdesigningourownbespoke

enginewas theway forward,” says

Shaw.“Wehaveexperienceof this

with theenduranceprogramme,

whichhasgivenusreal insight into

bothpoweranddurability.Thepower

was thekeyattribute.

“Onceweknewtheparameters,

namely the two-litre [capacity] and

45mmrestrictor,we thenworked

backwardsandsketched the

geometry. It’s a fairlyhighoutput

fromatwo-litre engine, sowe

workedhardwithin therestraints

of maximumboreandvalvesize, the

minimumcrankheight.Wewanted

a low-frictionengine, there’snopoint

makingall thatpoweronly to throwit

awaywith frictionandheat.”

Anotherkeyareawas theengine-

sideairflowaswell as thewater

system.“This is likenothingwe’ve

really seenbefore,” saysShaw.

“We’re reallyproudof thewater

system,we’veputa lot of effort into

it. [On]a lot of previousprojects,

we’ve inheritedwater jackets, but

we’vebeenable tocurea lotof those

illswith this engine. Inanutshell,we

dida lotof CFDworkaround the

waterjacket: thewatergoes in in the

inlet side, goesaround theblockand

through theheadandcomes together

toexit outof theexhaust sideof the

head.Thismeans theheatgenerated

on thehot sideof theheadnevergoes

into thehead it just getspushed

straightout.”

Afterhoursandhoursof fatigue

analysison theequipment, virtual

valve-trainworkand the

considerationof acceptable

levelsof torsionalvibration, the

planswerehandedover to the

purchasingdepartmentwhich

wentoutandsourced the

requiredparts.

“Wehaveanextensiveanalysis

process,”admitsShaw.“This iskey

to leading thedesign, and itmeansno

surprisesat theend.We front-loaded

theprojectwithdesignandanalysis,

sowhenyouget theproduct, youcan

bepretty sure it’s going towork. It’s

muchharder tocomeback froma

problemthan it is taking the timeand

getting it right in the firstplace.”

Once thebitswerebolted together,

itwas time to fire itupon thebench.

Shawadds: “Wedida full engine

calibrationandsystemoptimisation

tomakesure itworkedoutof thebox.

Thenwehanded it over to thechassis

group togoanddrive it.”

Which theydid.

Transmitting thepower
Thegearboxcasingand transmission

architecture is tailored to theMegane,

ithad tobe tomake itworkwith the

enginepositionand inboardbrakes.

The internals, thedifferentials, gear

cluster, therear ’diff disconnect, they

wereall off the shelf havingbeenused

inanAmericanracingserieswhere

plentyof powerand truck-loadsof

torquearehighon theagenda.

Whatabout the skin?
WhileRenaulthadnothing todo

with theproject, theareawhereitwas

keentobelooped-inwasinhowthe

thingwouldlookwhenittookto

thegridforthefirsttime.

Doesays:“Youcansometimesfind

whendesigners likemyself havea

goat stylingwork, thecarscancome

out lookingabitugly: that canbeseen

in theRXpaddock.Renaulthasn’t

been tremendously involved in the

engineeringside, but theydidgiveus

somehelpon thestylingwork.”

But thestyling’snotall about

the look, it’s about the feel fromthe

aeroaswell.WhileRXcars rocket

off the line, they’renotknownfor

toweringapexspeed–butwhen they

spendsomuch timesideways, they’ll

takeall thehelp theycanget in

keeping thecaron track.

“Weseesomecrazy, crazyslip

angles in this series,” saysDoe.

“Sowe’verundifferentanalysis

foryawtocreate therightangle for

therearwing.That combinedwith

thesuspensionmeansthisthingjust

hangsoninthecorners.”

Immediately,theMeganeR.S.RX

signalleditsintentionswith

Chicherit’steam-mateJerome

Grosset-Janinblitzingthetimesheets

togofastestaroundasunnyStowe

RXtrackduringtheofficialtest.

Thatwastheclincher.Thatwasthe

pointwheneverybodyinthepaddock

startedquestioningtheirownanswer

toquestionsix.

Butthisweekcomesthereal

answer.There’smoretoateam

thanjustthecar;Prodrive’sstillshort

onRXexperience,tracktimeand

real-worlddataandGrosset-Janin

andChicheritwill facethefull force

of theWRXpackwhentheydropthe

clutchandaimtheirrevolutionat

theapexinTurn1.

Onlythenwillweknowif this

Chicherit-Prodrivealliancehas

graduatedtobecomeWRXmasters.
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Initial testing at Silverstone has shown that the new car is already on the pace

Chicherit and Grosset-Janin will team up for the World Rallycross Championship in 2018
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The infrastructure at Silverstone has made it the ideal venue for Britain’sWorld Rallycross round

There is a large spectator grandstand alongside the 972-metre mixed surface layout at Silverstone
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SILVERSTONE PREPARES FOR A

SPEEDMACHINE

It is the start of something big for World Rallycross this season. By Matt James 

T
here is a buzz 
surrounding the 
World Rallycross 
Championship’s 
move to a new 
home at 
Silverstone at 

the end of  May. It was a wrench 
to leave Lydden Hill, which had 
hosted the WRX for four seasons, 
but the facilities and the layout 
at Silverstone offers many 
options to create an event from 
the ground up.

The circuit was opened in March 

with the first round of the British 

Rallycross Championship and WRX 

visitor Sebastien Loeb dominated 

the clash in his Peugeot 208. The 

Frenchman, along with all the other 

full-time competitors in the series, 

plus some surprise guests, will be 

ripping up the mixed surface event on 

May 25-27. The WRX meeting will have 

more of  a festival feel to it, with a host 

of  other attractions bolted on to the 

on-track action. The southern part 

of  the venue will be thronged, and it 

isn’t only the new rallycross track 

that will be used. 

Anyone buying a ticket expects to 

see top-class motorsport, but almost 

every element of  the weekend at 

Silverstone has been thought about 

and enhanced by the organiser. 

Driving experiences will take place 

on the International configuration, 

which includes classic corners such as 

Stowe and Club, with manufacturers 

offering visitors the chance to try out 

their latest products. There will also 

be the opportunity to be a passenger 

in a drift experience car.  

And there will be music in the 

evening. Dizzee Rascal, Basement 

Jaxx, Ministry of  Sound, Razorlight 

and Lethal Bizzle will be among those 

performing on the specially created 

stage on the inside of  Club Corner.

Championship promoter IMG 

has worked hard to formulate an 

event with a difference along with 

the circuit bosses. Lessons have 

been learned from the host of  WRX 

meetings held globally over the last 

four years and they have been included 

in the creation of  both the rallycross 

circuit at Silverstone and 

Speedmachine itself. 

IMG’s James Taylor explains: “We’ve 

ensured that fans can view the entire 

track so that they can enjoy all of  the 

race from their seat. We’ve also worked 

hard on the layout of  the festival so that 

fans can move easily around the venue.   

“There are going to be so many 

different aspects of  the event that 

it’s hard to choose one that will 

stand out above the others: but, aside 

from the on-track action, our team 

is looking forward to the music acts on 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday.”

The final of  the Codemasters DiRT 4 

eSports World Championship will be 

hosted in The Wing pits over the course 

of  the weekend. More than 10,000 

people entered the competition and 

have been through regional heats, 

quarter finals and semi-finals and 

the fastest men will be selected to 

battle it out. The competition will 

be live streamed on Motorsport.tv, 

and the winner will get the chance to 

test drive a RX2 rallycross machine 

at Silverstone. 

Some iconic machines will also 

be on display from Prodrive and 

some of the Group B machines from 

a jaw-dropping period of  the World 

Rally Championship’s history. 

For those who prefer more energetic 

sport, there is even the chance to run 

the circuit on Friday night in either a 

5km race or a 10km version at 1900hrs. 

That is just the curtain raiser to 

what will be a flat-out weekend.

Taylor explains this has very much 

been a joint programme between the 

circuit and the series promoters, and 

it is a deal that is likely to evolve over 

the longer term.

“Silverstone shared our vision for the 

festival that we wanted to create,” says 

Taylor. “The first-class facilities and 

support have allowed us to make the 

event possible.  

“We’ve been delighted by the interest 

and enthusiasm shown by our existing 

championship partners too, and 

manufacturers competing in World 

RX this year, but also from new event 

partners and the wide range of  

exhibitors who will be on site during 

the festival. We intend for Silverstone 

to be the UK home of rallycross for 

the foreseeable future.” 

For details of how to buy tickets for 

speedmachine, go to speedmachine.com. 

FOOD TRUCK

FEASTS

FIA

WORLD RX

TRACK

DRIFTINGSTOWE

FIA

WORLD RX

PADDOCK

MANUFACTURER

TEST DRIVES

EGAMING

MAIN STAGE

AUTOSHOP

PIT

GARAGES OVERDRIVE

LOUNGE

THE

BOULEVARD

THE GALLERY

FANZONE GO KARTING

GRANDSTAND

SILVERSTONE CIRCUIT

BLVD.

The new track has plenty 

of spectacular backdrops
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SPORTING SCENE

National Hot Rods: Ipswich
By Graham Brown

Organiser: Spedeworth When: Bank Holiday Monday, April 2
Where: Foxhall Heath Starters: 22

GavinMurraycollectedabigpoints

haulonBankHolidayMonday:abrace

of heatsecondplacespushedhimtothe

frontof thegridforthemaineventand

lefthimhandilyplacedtopickupthe

batonafterJasonKewwasforcedto

retirefromasolidlead.

Murraystillhadtofendoff achallenge

fromBillyBonnarthough,the

experiencedScotvyingforthewin

throughouttheclosinglaps.

Ashowerbeforethestartmeantthat

thefirstheatwasruninverywetand

slipperyconditions.

Enjoyingasolitarystartfromthe

whitegrade,LewisShelleysetoff in

determinedfashion,clearlyintenton

puttingasmuchspaceaspossible

betweenhimandtherest.ColinHitch

headedtherestof thepackforawhile

beforehemanagedtopullclearof a

bigscrapbetweenColinSmith,Danny

Smith,AlistairLowe,Murrayand

LeePepper.

IttookMurrayawhiletoworkhisway

totheheadof thisbunchandlongerstill

torelieveHitchof second,bywhichtime

therewasonlyfivelapstogoandShelley

wasn’ttobecaught.

Thesecondencounterfollowedmuch

thesamepattern.Shelleygotawayfast,

buildingaleadwhichquicklywentfrom

merelysubstantialtoaroundhalf alap,

whiletherestbattledtogetpastsecond

manShaunTaylor.Indeed,itwasn’t

untilMurray–whoseemedtobeable

topassatwilloncehefoundtheright

BriSCA F1:Mildenhall
By Colin Casserley

Organiser: Spedeworth When: April 7 Where: Mildenhall Raceway 
Starters: 39

BriSCAF1carsmadetheirfirst

appearanceatMildenhallRaceway 

since2002andanaction-packedmeeting 

leftthehugecrowddemandingit’s not 

another15yearsbeforetheyreturn to 

theSuffolkraceway.

ConsolationwinnerGraemeRobson 

andColinNairnbattledforthelead at 

thedropof thegreenflag,butthe race 

wasquicklybroughttoahaltwhen 

ChrisCowleyrolledhismachine going 

downthebackstretch.

Thedazeddriversaid:“Igotsqueezed 

intotheoutsidewallandhadnowhere 

togo,luckilythereisnotmuchdamage.”

RobsonandNairntangledshortly 

aftertherestartandthatallowed Bobby 

Griffintotakethelead.

WillHunterclosedinontheleader but 

ashewenttotakethelead,thepair 

collidedandretiredfromtherace. 

MarkSargentassumedthelead but he 

wasthenbaulkedbyabackmarker, which 

causedamulti-carpile-upthatblocked

thetrackcausingayellowflagtoslowthe

race three laps from home. 

Stuart Smith Jr escaped the chaos and 

was at the head of  the pack for a short dash 

to the chequered flag with Mat Newson 

close behind. As the duo went into the 

final turn Newson barged into Smith 

and the pair raced side-by-side for the 

line. Smith held on and took the win by 

half  a car length.

Smith said that a car problem worked 

in his favour.

“I had a front tyre going flat, which 

caused me to get off-line in Turn 2 of  the 

last lap, which worked to my advantage 

because I slowed down and it caught 

Newson off  guard. To be fair, he has 

been the faster driver tonight.”

The disappointed Newson said: “[Smith] 

was clever, he cut me up coming out of  

Turn 2 on that last lap and I could not 

get a run on his back bumper so I just 

had to try and barge in the side of  his car. 

It was close, but that is racing.”

Ben Hurdman came home third. He said: 

“That was fun, it’s a great track. To be 

honest I had no idea I was in third: there 

was so much going on.” 

Result
1 Stuart Smith Jr; 2 Mat Newson; 3 Ben Hurdman; 4 Frankie Wainman
Jr; 5 Nigel Harrhy; 6 Rick Wobbes; 7 Bradley Harrison;
8 Mark Sargent; no other finishers.

Murray finds form for
a big Hot Rod victory

New World Rallycross
track at COTA revealed
The new World Rallycross layout at 

America’s Formula 1 venue, COTA, 

has been revealed. 

The rallycross track is situated in 

the turns 12-to-17 complex of the F1 

circuit, starting at the exit of Turn 

12, before heading across the infield, 

crossing the main circuit between 

Turns 13 and 14 and then onto a 

second loose section and over a 

jump. A hairpin right follows to 

bring the cars back onto the F1 

asphalt, travelling in the opposite 

direction to ‘normal’ into Turn 16, 

before again cutting through the 

infield back to the start straight. 

The first-corner joker lap will use 

Turns 13 and 14 on the main circuit. 

The circuit was launched last week 

with World RX star Petter Solberg 

and former GRC champions Tanner 

Foust and Scott Speed in attendance. 

“World RX is exciting and fan-

friendly. The new course that has 

been designed is sure to challenge 

the drivers and wow the spectators,” 

said COTA chairman Bobby Epstein. 

“I look forward to their 

action-packed partnership for years 

to come.”

Smith survives a last-corner assault for F1 victory

NATIONAL HOT RODS BriSCA F1

groove–caughtupthatTaylor’s 

position looked in any danger. Murray 

swept past round the outside, but again, 

much too late to bother the leader.

That would all change for the final, of  

course. Although Shelley had pole 

wrapped up, he wouldn’t be alone this 

time. Having Murray alongside would 

have been bad enough, but all the other 

top scorers of  the night were sat right 

behind as well.

Despite a very greasy track it was 

still the impressive Shelley who went 

straight to the front. The expected 

pressure was soon on though, with 

Murray and Kew clamouring to 

get past, Kew darting down the 

leader’s inside with Murray swiftly 

following through.

With those two out front and Shelley 

embroiled in a fight which ended with  

him losing more places to Bonnar, Carl 

Waller-Barrett and Colin Smith, they 

were all brought up short by a waved 

yellow for a multi-car tangle on the 

back straight. But as the cars slowed, 

Kew retired to the infield with a 

blown differential.

That left Murray in charge for the 

restart and he immediately pulled 

clear of  Bonnar.  It looked to be the end 

of  the matter as they moved beyond half  

distance but,  as the laps dwindled, 

Bonnar came back strongly. With a big 

bunch of seven backmarkers directly 

ahead, passing opportunities looked 

like they might be plentiful for the Scot, 

but Murray proved to be the canny one 

here as he simply maintained his 

position and never tried any passes he 

wasn’t completely sure of  making. 

Results
Heat one: 1 Lewis Shelley (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Gavin Murray 
(Vauxhall Tigra); 3 Colin Hitch (Peugeot 206); 4 Colin Smith 
(Vauxhall Tigra); 5 Jason Kew (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Alistair Lowe 
(Vauxhall Tigra); 7 Danny Smith (Vauxhall Tigra); 8 Chris Crane 
(Vauxhall Tigra). Heat two: 1 Shelley; 2 Murray; 3 Shaun Taylor 
(Vauxhall Tigra); 4 Lee Pepper (Peugeot 206cc); 5 Carl Waller-
Barrett (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Billy Bonnar (Vauxhall Tigra); 7 Kew; 8 
Billy Wood (Vauxhall Tigra). Final: 1 Murray; 2 Bonnar; 3 Waller-
Barrett; 4 Wood; 5 Kym Weaver (Tigra); 6 Chris Haird (Tigra); 7 
Smith; 8 Shelley; 9 Jack Blood (Tigra); 10 Pepper. Points 
(after 10/13 rounds): 1 Wood 365; 2 Haird 351; 3 Weaver 313; 
4 Waller-Barrett 311; 5 Murray 310; 6 Bonnar 286. 

Murray (r) holds off 

a charging Bonnar

Smith (390) took a 

popular victory

New layout is sited in the GP circuit

New Mini Cooper will make debut in Spain
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MNdoesnot always agreewith opinions expressed in letters

        VISIT THE NEW MN WEBSITE WWW.MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK

WE NEED YOU!
GET INVOLVED WITH MN

WRITE TO US 
Motorsport News
1 Eton Street, 
Richmond,
TW9 1AG 

FACEBOOK
Search for 
‘Motorsport News’

TWITTER
Rally updates: 
@MNmotorsport

DIGITAL
ISSUE 
See motorsport
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letters@
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MN SAYS...

YOUR PICS LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK
Photographs must be of a good quality and please send no more than three images

Be careful what you might wish for

Motorsport News reporter Duncan Stephens sent in a selection from the Land’s End Trial 

Duncan Stephens’ trialling photograph

Richard Salisbury’s Rally North Wales pic

Mike Griffin managed to keep his camera dry at Oulton ParkFourteen-year-old Ben Forrester’s shot of a sideways Ford Escort

Nick Littler was in a great place to catch this spill... ...by Jonny Cocker in the opening round of British GT....

Oulton Minis, captured by Mike Griffin

...which ended with the Barwell Lamborghini in the tyre barriers

Gerallt Price was on Rally North Wales

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S

FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

What a difference a couple of weeks make: after Formula 1 got roundly panned following the Australian Grand Prix for a lack of overtakin
Last weekend’s race in Bahrain provided a great antidote to that. Cars were racing wheel-to-wheel without any problems and the result w
in doubt right up to the final moments. 

That was a race that most people could enjoy. And it goes to show that on the right circuits and in the right circumstances, there is nothing too wrong with t
way F1 racing is at the moment. F1’s managing director Ross Brawn called for an urgent rethink of the way grand prix cars actually raced with each other aft
the opening race in Melbourne, and he is right, there does need to be an investigation. But I would always argue for some caution in this debate. 

The essential ingredients are there that make the sport entertaining, and wholesale change could be to the detriment of some of those key essentials. It wi
a fine line to tread.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

Is there really anything wrong with F1? How two weeks can divide opinion

NEW
WEBSITE
motorsport-news.co.uk

1 2 3
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PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS,VIEWS AND REPORTS

NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18

LIVE F1TV GUIDE LISTINGS
RACING
SATURDAY

Oulton Park, Cheshire
750MC meeting: Clio 182, Club 
Enduro, BMW 330, Bike Sports, 
M3 Cup, Armed Forces Race Starts 
racing fromTBC(qualifying from
0900hrs)Admissionadult£16,
under13 freeWebmsv.com
Contact08434539000

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
Snetterton, Norfolk

BRSCC meeting: F1000,
Caterham 420R, Caterham 310R,
Caterham 270R, Caterham
Roadsport, Mazda MX-5, BMW
Compact Cup Starts Saturday,
racing from 1335hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs) Sunday, racing from
0930hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)
Admission adult £16, under 13
free Web msv.com
Contact 0843 453 9000

Cadwell Park, Lincs
BARC meeting: Caterham
Graduates, CNC, NW Sports/
Saloons, 2CV, Karts Starts

Saturday, racing from 1430hrs
(qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday,
racing from 0900hrs Admission

adult £16, under 13 free Web msv.
com Contact 0843 453 9000

Donington Park, Leics
MSVR meeting: Monoposto,
Lotus Elise, Porsche Club, Track
Day, Track Day Trophy, Mini
Challenge, Production BMW,
Racing Saloons Starts Saturday,
racing from 1200hrs (qualifying
from 0905hrs) Sunday, racing from
1140hrs (qualifying from 0905hrs)
Admission adult £16, under 13
free Web msv.com
Contact 0843 453 9000

Rockingham, Northants
BARC meeting: Britcar, Clio Junior,
Michelin Clios, Mighty Mini, Junior
Saloons, BARC Saloons, MGOC
Starts Saturday, racing from
1205hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)
Sunday, racing from 1030hrs
(qualifying from 0900hrs)
Admission £16 Web rockingham.
co.uk Contact 0870 1660438

Mondello Park, Ireland
IMRC meeting: Formula Vee,
BOSS Formula Libre, Stryker
Sportscars, Touring Cars, Historic
Racing Cars, Ginetta Juniors,
FutureClassics,FiestaZetec,Fiesta
ST,SupercarsStartsSaturday,
racing from1300hrs (qualifying
from0930hrs)Sunday, racing from
1300hrs (qualifying from0930hrs)

Haigh became first female driver to take pole in British GT

The first roundof theBritish

GTChampionship took

placeatOultonPark last

weekendbutnotwithout

itsdramaaswetweather

wreakedhavocandcurtailed

someof theracing.

It didn’t stopFlickHaigh

becoming the first female

driver to recordapoleposition

inBritishGThistory, though.

Findouthowshedidon

Thursday (1000-1100hrs).

AlsoracingatOultonPark

on thesameweekendwas

theBRDCBritishF3

Championship, as teenager

BillyMongerreturned to

racingcompetitively for the

first time less thanayear

sincehishorrificBritishF4

crash lastyearatDonington

TV GUIDE

Park led toadouble leg

amputation.Seehowhegoton

Fridayevening (2000-2100hrs).

And finally, therewas the

first roundof theMSABritish

RallycrossChampionship

fromSilverstone (Saturday,

1200-1300hrs), asnine-time

WRCchampionSebastienLoeb

madehisdebut in theseries.

Chinese Grand Prix 
Sky Sports F1 HD

Drivers’ press conference: 

Thursday, 0800-0900hrs 
FP1: Friday, 0245-0445hrs 
FP2: Friday, 0645-0845hrs
FP3: Saturday, 1245-1415hrs
Qualifying: Saturday,

0600-0845hrs
The F1 Show: Saturday,

0845-0920hrs
Race: Sunday, 0530-1010hrs
Highlights: Sunday,

1615-1715hrs

Channel 4 HD
highlights

Qualifying: Saturday,
1300-1430hrs

Race: Sunday, 1400-1640hrs

Highlightsfromthesecondround

of theIndyCarSeriescomefrom

PhoenixasSebastienBourdais

attemptedtoholdontohis

championshipleadafterwinning

theopeninground(Thursday,

1100-1200hrs,BTSport2).

Catchthefirstroundof

theBritishTouringCar

Championship fromBrands

HatchasreigningchampionAsh

Suttonreturnstodefendhistitle

(Friday,0800-0930hrs,ITV4).

Theinauguralmeetingof

theWorldTouringCarCup–

orWTCR–tookplaceinMorocco

(Saturday,1615-1715hrs,

Eurosport1).

Andtherearehighlightsfrom

thefirstroundof theBlancpain

GTSprintSeries (Saturday,2000-

2100hrs,BTSport3)fromZolder.

LIVE TV
F1000 will be in action again

Admission adult 15 euro, child free 
Web mondello.ie

RALLY
SATURDAY

Builth Wells, Powys 
Rallynuts Stages Rally

Starts 0831hrs 
Admission Free
Web rallynutsrally.co.uk/

Ballyvourney, 
County Cork
The Abbey Hotel Moonraker 

Forest Rally

Starts 0900hrs 
Admission Free
Web munstercarclub.com

SUNDAY 
Ty Croes, Anglesey 

Circuit 
Altratech SMC Stages

Starts 1000hrs 
Admission £10
Web smcstages.co.uk

SPORTING SCENE
SATURDAY

Birmingham
BriSCA F1 
Starts 1800hrs 
Admission TBC 
Web brisca.com

SUNDAY
Hednesford

BriSCA F1  
Starts 1330hrs
Admission TBC 
Web brisca.com

Listings correct at time of press

Formula E:Rome
Race: Saturday, 1430-1805hrs,

5Spike/1500-1615hrs, Eurosport 1

International GT
Open:Estoril

Race 1: Saturday, 1500-1645hrs,
BT Sport ESPN

Race 2: Sunday, 1300-1430hrs,
BT Sport 1

ELMS:PaulRicard
Race:Sunday,

1045-1300hrs/1500-1600hrs,
Motorsport.tv

Euroformula
Open:Estoril

Race 2: Sunday, 1200-1300hrs,
BT Sport 1

NASCAR:Bristol
Motor Speedway

Race: Sunday, 1830-2300hrs,
Premier Sports

IndyCar:Long
Beach

Race:Sunday, 2100-0000hrs,
BT Sport ESPN

F1 REPORTE GP BILLY MONGER 

Sebastien Bourdais

FORMULA E 
HITS THE 
STREETS 
OF ROME

ON HIS INCREDIBLE
RETURN TO RACING




















