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\‘f IF ONE OF MY e
TRANEES WERE e
ABLE TO PERFORM -
.. "THE CRIMSON
"= GODDESSY, | IT'S TRUE
. WOLLDN'T HAVE THAT IT'S ALL
e REGRETS ABOUT ¢ MINE...

. DYNG..
\ o

W
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radd
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| THINK IT HAS
N SOMETHING TO DO
AEPE\ WITH THE RVALS
< _fik OF TSUKIKAGE
h /8! ACTING SCHOOL
& :[ﬂ y/

HAYAM|
MASUM...
RELATED..
‘0\
N A
eI -
M —
Bl
LT ey ARE
ALSO THE
- RIGHT NOW  ENEMY
NTILAA, THEY WILL DO OF MR.
¥} ANYTHNG TO  AOYAG]
\ i DESTROY US
| __’_‘_,/
2 4‘17:.-(':

THAT SLANDER
WILL ONLY
STAY FOR
ONE DpAY!

T
G, ‘.f I«
SENSEI?

THINK ABOUT
THE ARTICLE

BRIBED
THE CRITICS

YOUR PERFOR-
MANCE WAS £/
GREAT
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OBSTRUCT (U3
MY PATH...
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A
HAYAMIS.. A
THEY TRY TO S
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MANNERS,
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SENSE],
WHAT ARE
2> YOU DOING?
YOU'RE ILL!

TSUKIKAGE-
SAN! WHAT IS
THE MEANING OF
THIS ARTICLE? ,((




)

\

WHAT KIND OF
TRANING DO
YOU OFFER IN
HERE?
OLR BOSS
THOUGHT
YOUR STUDIO ﬂ[ A
15 RELIABLE! Hl

ARTICLE 15
ALlE

\‘--.

YOU HAVE TO DENY
THIS SCANDAL!

TS THSIS A
“2 BAD PUBLI-

WHETHER IT IS
~' RIGHT OR WRONG,
22 You KAVE LOST

WE WANT THIS
SCHOOL TO
PRODUCE A LOT OF
STARS AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE!

rd
TV AND EVEN o
ON BIG SCREEN! o
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ON STAGE, ON J ¥/

DON'T YOU KNOW
THIS COMPANY

ACTORS, HAS CREATED A

LOT OF TALENTED

MILLION!

AND HE WANTS ,
ToEXPAND ITTo  THAT 1S WHY THIS &

15 THE BIGGEST
“;,i,;_‘ﬁgj‘gi“ COMPANY IN THE

WORLD OF
LENDI
OIS0 L

KAGE-SAN!




DO YOUl REALIZE
YOU HAVE JUST
WASTED 50
MILLION YEN?!

ARTICLE, IT 1S
IMPOSSIBLE FOR
YCU TO PERFORM
ANYWHERE

CNLY

STUDIOS MaY
ENTER

THEATRES AND |

IT WILL GET
MANY INVITA- \—/ TSUKIKAGE-

TIONS FROM SAN, HAVE
VARIOUS ‘

FIRST, You
HAVE TO
COMPETE IN

THEATRES

ALSO, THE
PLAYS OF THE
FIRST, SECOND,
AND THIRD
PLAC»:?I 'V’l.'NNgﬂzs IT 1 SPON- A NATIONAL
THEE 0D oo lilt OF SORED BY DRAMA COM-
WILL HAVE ON TV THE NATIONAL PETITION WILL
THE CHANCE . FILM ASSOC)- BE HELD NEXT
ATION SPRING FOR
FAMOUIS S —— THREE DAYS

IF THIS THEATRE
BECOMES A
FAVORITE IN THAT
FESTIVAL, IT WILL
BE FAMOUS

YOU HEARD CF
THE DRAMA
COMPETITION?




YOU DON'T HA\/E\j
TO GET THE |
FIRST PLACE.

THIRD PLACE 1S

IF TSUKI-
KAGE
THEATRE
WINS

OLR RePU-
TATION WILL
BE CLEARED

| HAVE NO w
OTHER CHOICE

SO YOU AGREE, THAT

NATIONAL FILM

THIS THEATRE
ASSOCéATIDGN, DEPENDS ON THE
MAI H'NG RESULT OF THAT
BUILDING, COMPETITION

IF YOUR NAME
DOESN'T CLEAR
UP AND YOU
CAN'T PAY BACK
THE SO MILLIONS

THIS THEATRE
WILL BE
DESTROYED!




Admissions
Committee
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LOOK! TSUKI-
KAGE-SAN

FROM THE
MAGAZINE

283
8353
1)

FIRST PER-
FORMANCE

| HEARD THEIR

|
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NOT TO
ENTER THAN
TO FAL
AGAN

¥ 4
s BETTER\\

ENTERING
THIS MAKES THE COMPE- ¢
ME WANT TO TITION!
WATCH THEIR
LAYy W/\
YOU BETTER

WAIT IN THE




WHAT A

COINCIDENCE

/

TSUKIKAGE-SAN
IN THIS TOURNA-

> 15 PARTICIPATING

SRS




Ve /

THE PROFES-
SIONAL
CRITICS

WROTE THE

ARTICLE

i

i)
NG

SRR
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THEY READ THE MASS
AND SEE THE MEDIA IS
CRITICISM ALWAYS
THE

THE PUBLIC
IS GREATLY
INFLUENCED
BYIT

ANYTHING
CAN
HAPPEN!

s
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HUKH? THAT GIRL
WHO WAS ON THE
STAGE BEFORE...

- ; e




| DIDN'T WANT

HER TO HEAR

- THIS CONVER-
SATION!

| CAME
TO PICK
you Up,
SINCE SENSEL...
you
TOOK A

| DIDN'T WANT
THIS CHILD TO




| THAT MEANS YOU
¥ HAVE DECLARED A
WAR WITH THE
LINDINE THEATRE
AND DAITO

SO WE WILL
ALWAYS MEET IN

PLEASE
DON'T BE SO
FULL CF
YOURSELF

WHATEVER
HAPPENS, | WILL
FIGHT

83




~

——_&({ PLEASE

GIVE IT

AFTER THE PER-
FORMANCE, | GOT
A BOUGQUET OF

SURE THIS PETAL
AS A REMINDER?




THIS 1S THE
FIRST TIME |
HAVE SEEN
MASUMI-SAN
SMLING LIKE
THAT

STRANGE..

* mllllllmmmnu'
I

W THINK I'M
WEIRD,

LL RETURN
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ANYTHING CAN

HE'S A WICKED
PERSON WHO WILL DO
ANYTHING FOR HIS

{ UNDINE
THEATER, ARE
| \ THE TWO WE
HATE MOST

*note from Luche: fyi, daito company ic a large B
corporation that owns many establishments, including
the undine theater 8 6



WHATEVER |
HAPPENS, WE °
WILL KEEP
OUR SPIRITS
up

CAN DESTROY
us!

THEY CAN

WE
WON'T
LOSE!

KITAJIMA
MAYA AS
THE MAIN
CHARAC-
TER,
MIDOR!

LET ME INTRO-
DUCE THE
ACTORS FOR
THE NATIONAL
DRAMA COMPE-

TITION!




SENSEL. |
REALLY...
CAN'T..

ESPECIALLY
FOR A BIG
EVENT LIKE

THAT'S
EXACTLY WHY
SHE CHOSE
you

BUT,IMAC
CLASS AND
NOT EXPERI-

S
>

2 ENCED!
j .
A
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THAT MAYA IS A
C-CLASS AND
HAS NO EXPERI-
ENCE...

YOu WILL
BE GREAT!




BUT, EVERYONE A \
SAYS THAT | ~ §
CAN DO [T.. } HEAR..

/ ANYTHING
RIGHT CAN'T DO
| THOUGHT

| WAS
USELESS

= / SHE 15 MORE
TALENTED THAN
\  ANY OTHER
STUDENTS




SHE'S THE

- ¥ ONLY ONE WHO
CIN:ETH%C PEER— // 7 O DOESN'T
FORMANCE, . . / v REALIZE IT
\ EVERYONE i 4 / Vi (G M‘
ACCEPTS HER || ,. B L
/ I
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A PART |
“GROWING
up..

, WE

WHATEVER
HAPPENS

CAN'T LOSE....
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e
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i

b3

By
R

NLY HAVE
THIS PATH.



THERE WERE TWO (LASS-
MATES WHO WERE OF
PIFFERENT SOLIAL
LLASSES, ONE BELONGED
TO THE UPPER, THE OTHER
TO THE LOWER. THE TWO
SOLIAL LLASSES PIP NOT
GET ALONG

MIPOR!, 4 YEARS OLP,
WAS A BEAUTIFUL, YET
STUBBORN GIRL. HER
OLPER SISTER, OIRAN
TAMAKI, WAS A FAMOUS
GEISHA INEPO

RYOGE SHINYO, 17 YEARS

OLP, QUIET AN? SMART.

HE WAS THE SON OF RYO4E
TEMPLE'S PRIEST

A
&,

Yok
P

CHOKICHI, 16 YEARS 0L,
THE SON OF A YAKUZA
8055

"GROWING UP" 15

A STORY PURING

THE EPO ERA, IN

THE BEGINNING OF

YOSHIBARA MEIJI
TIME

jn
TR

i

SHE HAP
POWER,
WEALTH, ANP
MANY NOBLE
FRIENPS

SHOTA, 13 YEARS OLP,
ONE OF MIPORI'S FRIENPS.
HIS FAMILY WORKS AS
MONEY LENPERS. HE WAS
WELL KNOWN
BELALSE OF HIS 6007
LOOKS

A e ke

7
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7
1l
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PURING THE NIGHT OF
SUMMER FESTIVAL, CHOKICHI
WHO WAS IN A FIGHT SUP-
PENLY THREW HIS SANPALS
AT CHIPORI WHO JUST
ENTEREP THE PLACE

TRASH, JUST
LIKE YOLR
SISTER!

(BOTH) KICHID (MIDORI)
- THIS TYPE SHINYO'S
c OF Tl‘:'EHYE‘YrHV‘gK GIRLS.. THEY ERIEND..
~ P ! - THINK
7, PERSON GOT EVERY A

MIPORI ANP

Y | IF THEIR EYES MET, I
HE WOULD ALWAYS st il
TURN HIS SCHOOL...
"y  HEA7 AWAY. HE
WOLLP ALWAYS

AVOIP HER

gt

R

R,

LIS

o SHINYO, WHY ARE
TR YOU SO COLD? DO
YOU HATE ME..7

SHINYO WAS NEVER
FRIENZLY WITH MIZOR!
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| \ J ! |
| AN PORI WAS ABOUT i[ I ‘ '
S | T = Mi W H | T o
i S 70 HELP, BUT WHEN : }! ol | AFTER THE FESTI-
= =] SHE PEEKEP FROM ! i VAL, MIPORI
P THE FRONT POOR, ALWAYS GRUMBLED
g E. : SHE FOLND SHINYO.. WHENEVER HER
AR A 11 | lesuaserlAlfyrg:orvEV
4 ' ON ONE RAINY PAY, A | !
5 FFRL | MAN STOPPED IN FRONT | |
A i | | oFmwporrs HouseTo | !
HNE FIX HIS BROKEN SANPAL
i /
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dof 2y,
—eiad A :
':'#_ 2L L NS
'ﬁ AT
ol S
o o o SHINYO WHO NEVER PIP
| gy ANYTHING AFTER ALL THE
= al HORRIBLE THINGS SHE SAIP
ABOUT HIM PURING THE
SUMMER FESTIVAL..
0
SHE PESPERATELY WANTED o
TO GIVE HIM A PIECE OF * \s
(LOTH, YET HER FEET iR N
WOLLPN'T MOVE AND
HER LIPS WERE SHUT SHE 2
iy N g
ONLY ik
STARE AT | e
] b THE STUBBORN
: MIPOR! LOLLP ONLY
5 STAND MOTIONLESS
b UNPER THE RAIN
» P
< | —
I
’ !
SHINYO'S HANDS | -
WERE FIPPLING, |
TRYING TO MAKE
AKNOT .
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DIDN'T HE
. PICKIT
" UP? WHY? <

MIPORI RAN

BACK HOME WITH
\ TEARS STREAM-
. ING POWN
HER LHEEK
v
=
r‘/ b as
C;’f 1|_,'\v
R
{
=
@ \ 7
4%% —
7
5 ./ i 7,
7] THE TIME HAS
FINALLY COME
FOR MIPORI TO
BECOME
HER FRIENP SHOTA WAS AN APULT
AMAZEP TO SEE MIPORI
IN A BEAUTIFLL KIMONO
*luchs note: they're
turning her into a
i geisha

SHINYO PRE-
TENPED HE I
NOT SEEIT
ANC PION'T
PICKIT UP

WHEN SHE
WAS FINALLY
ABLETO
THROW THE
FIECE OF
CLOTH NEAR
SHINYO'S FEET

D

SHE HAP

REALLY..

FALLEN IN
LOVE




| WANT TO 6O
"> BACK, EVEN IF IT'S
ONLY SEVEN
MONTHS, TEN
MONTHS, OR A
YEAR
I WANT TO 6O
BACK TO MY
CHILDHOOD!

WHAT WILL. HAPPEN NO! | DON'T

IF YOU KEEP WANT TO BE
PLAYING WITH A WOMAN!
DoLLsS? WHY DO WE
HAVE TO
GROW UP?

\‘\‘\‘i\ AFTER THAT DAY, MIPORI
CN  NEVER HUNG AROUND
N WITH HER FRIENDS

ANYMORE. SHE BECAME

S~
SHE FELT
PAIN IN
HER
HEART
L THAT MORNING,
i | SHINYOLEFT ON A
e PISTANT
JOURNEY..

Ty
il
bl

ON A FO66Y MORNING,
ON THE FRONT POOR
OF MIPORI'S HOUSE,

THERE WAS A

BOUGUET OF SUISEN*

FLOWERS




HOW
HAPPY. I'M
JEALOUS
OF HER

EVERYTUHING

HOW AWFLIL! HEY! IF YOU'RE

YOU'VE STOOD NOT GOING TO -
% IN THEATER, |

THERE FOR BUY THE BOOK,
TWO HOURS GET OUT OF CAN BE
ALREADY! HERE! ANYONE..

rﬂumm\j
' 4 4

¢




d
[
i

j ( STUBBORN,

(_vereem- (]

NINE

O (o

ALRIGHT

WHEN | HAVE
MONEY, I'LL
BUY ANY-
THING YOU
WANT!

YAY! WE
2 LIKE
Y  MIDORI!




OR OLIR

AND TOYS
FROM THE
STORE?

FAVORITE PENS

Vi

WILL YOU
BLUY US

- * Y/ THIS BALL?

HEY, ON THE 20TH

YES! LET'S THERE WILL BE A SHE HAS
BULD \ FESTIVAL. HOW CHANGED
SOMETHING, ABOLIT IF WE
MIDORI! COME LIP WITH NOW
SOMETHING, Am,zfcfg gl
MIDORI? >
SKILL 16 WHEN SHE
BETTER PLAYED BETH,
5% SHE LOOKED
) s LIKE SHE WAS
\ (\
; %
(VI[N
%\ A 3

ACT LIKE YOU gTEPS!
ARE THINKING
OF SOME-

THING

COLNT
ME IN!

EVER IDEA

IN HERE, TLT
YES, LET'S YAMAMOTO'S
i HEAD MORE, AS IF
o >  He's RN TO

D CATCH A GLIMPSE
0 OF MIDORI'S FACE!

¢

WHAT-




LET'S
MAKE A

WE CAN COMEDY

RENT A BOOTH!
STORE ON
THE MAIN
STREET

b

IDIOT! WE HAVE TO .""

MAKE A BOOTH! ¥

WOOHOO!
WOOHOO!

7% STORE

FA= 2 A
IT DOESN'T
MATTER IF

3 IT IS HEAVY
-— ../-/

FRONT OF
KAMATA

HOW
. ABOLIT
Goop, TOKINAZA?

RIGHT?

| HAVE SOME. IF
WE DON'T HAVE
ENOUGH MONEY,
WE CAN ASK
MIDORI

HOW ABoUT
PUTTING UP
SOME LAN-
TERNS?




T

o \ e o
SAN IS .\ YES, IT
FLINNY.. %
g : SOLUNDS

WHENEVER / NTEREST-
HE TALKS, ] ING
EVERYBODY |

LALIGHS e

LR d‘\‘

N\

A

WHAT DO
You
THINK,

SENSEI, | HEARD THAT FOR
THE REGIONAL DRAMA
COMPETITION, LINDINE

THEATER WILL PERFORM

"GROWING UP." IS IT

YES', TILT YOUR

P Y oaet by it

MIDORI? 1‘3 %!' ¥ 3

= when you say N T mava
s

WHEN YOou
SAY 'YES,
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Ay jmm
\‘1\

kil

,J“}!!';

i | HEARD THE
MAIN CHAR-
ACTER 15
\ HIMEKAWA
4 Qi\ AYUM..

Nk

THE REST WILL :‘ V"
BE ACTORS AND SAKURA-
FROM TV AND KOUJ! YUU AS
THE BIG

CAME FROM THE
BACK TO ENJOY
THE FESTIVAL

WE DON'T

HAVE TO
KNOW WHAT

OTHER PEOPLE
ARE DOING
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2 AYUM
= AYUM...
—— MIDORI
e
-—-"‘-'_‘—’_._
——
—
=
2| sAKURA
/%’/ KOUJ! YU,
% SHINYO \
? |
/ A |
; WE MIGHT
BUT WE HAVE  § i, il HIMEKAWA AYLMI
TowN N THar (S by, LOSE TO HAS A GOOD
) compeTmON! 3 UNDINE.... INSTINCT AND
o ! TALENT!
T WILL =2
CLEAR 3 N
OUR { ¥ SHE LITERALLY
’
NAME! [, .- GREW LIP IN THE ‘
ENTERTANMENT / y
INDLISTRY & 4
( p‘g?;rr 7 YES, OR ELSE
- THIS SCHOOL
TURN THIS \ s
F WAL L DESTROYED
G \
\/,7 ) i s —
| O
\
V. : [
< ¢ {
- { o
. .
B ;‘f@: ONODERA AND
w7 ; HAYAMI o
Aq , masumi AR T NONE'S
5 ‘ TOGETHER ON -
\ A THIS, RIGHT?
WHY WOULD
HE DO SUCH
A THNG?




