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MORE JOY FOR TOYOTA I

By David Evans

The World Rally
Championship was
rocked by a bad-tempered
Rally of Portugal which
culminated in Sebastien
Ogier accusing Hyundai
team principal Andrea
Adamo of overstepping
the mark with his tactics.
Ogier was angered by
reports Adamo told his
driver Dani Sordo to stop
in a stage tohand team-mate
Thierry Neuville an
advantage before returning
totheroad ahead of Toyota
rival Kris Meeke. Adamo has
denied any such suggestion.
Toyota’s Ott Tanak won
the controversial event.
Full story, p2-3
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ANGERED BY “MEAN’ HYUNDAI -

TAGTICS ON RALLY PORTUGAL

By David Evans

Sebastien Ogierthanked
his former World Rally
Championship team-mate
Dani Sordo for allegedly
refusing ateam directive at
last week’s Rally of Portugal.
The six-time world champion
aimed hisanger firmly at
Sordo’s Hyundai World Rally
team principal Andrea Adamo,
accusing him of underhand
tactics onthefinal day of
the Matosinhos-based event.
Sordo and team-mate Sebastien
Loeb, both of whom had fallen
out of contention after stopping

Sordo refused to action plan

tofix fuel-related problemsin
stage three, were both instructed
totake penaltiesand move
themselves out of position to
help fellow i20 Coupe WRC
driver Thierry Neuville.

Ogier was clearhehadnoissue
with that decision, which falls
entirely within the regulations.

Butthe Frenchmanthen added:
“Today we can be lucky or we can
thank oneman [who]is Dani
Sordo, because there were some
much more mean tactics [that]
were supposed tohappen.”

Ogier’sfury surrounded a
plantomake Sordo stopin the
stagetoallow team-mate Neuville
(running directly behind) to
tackle the stage unhindered by
the high levels of dustkicked up
by the preceding cars.

Sordo would then get going
again, although that would
have caused problems for others
followingon, particularly Kris
Meeke, who would have been
nextthroughin hisToyota.

Ogier said: “Butluckily he
[Sordo] refused.Igotthe

information, not from

any drivers-Ihave my sources—
that this great gentleman that

is Andrea Adamo asked him
[Sordo]tostopinthestageand
startinfront of Kris[Meeke].
That wasreally mean.”

Sordo was allegedly contacted
by Adamo ahead of Sunday’s
openingtest, where the plan was
revealed to him. Sordorefused
tostopinthestage and would
potentially haveruntherisk
of bringing the sportinto
disrepute had he done so.

Ogiertold MN: “It wasinthe
first stagethismorning. Inthe
stage,I don’t know which point,
he [Sordo] was supposed to pull
over inthestage;takethe start
then pull over and this would
give Thierry afour-minute gap
[withnodust]. It’'s OK, but then to
restartinfrontof Kris... youthen
f**k Kris because he would bein
thereally bad dust. That’smean.

Contacted for aresponse,
Adamotold MN he would
not comment on such “low-
level accusations”.

’”
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Sordo was unavailable for
comment when MN contacted him
onthesubjectof Sunday’stactics.

Neuville, who finished second in
Portugal, wasnot aware of the
plan and looked uncomfortable
when he was asked to explain his
employer’stactical approach.

“Frommy point of view it was
nothingnew,” said the Belgian.
“Ithelped alottooptimise my
chances, butI will stress that we
didnothing thatisforbidden.
Wetried to stay together asateam
and tried to take what we could.
Second place and four points on

“These are
low-level
comments”

the Powerstageisagoodresult.”
MN understands Adamo’s
bullish approach to gettingthe
jobdoneisn’t winning him any
friendsin the service park, with
some within his own squad
startingto question his methods.
Loeb wasn’t comfortable with
the decision to take penalties,
but pointed out that the decision
ontactics wasn’'thistomake.
Hyundaiis, however, still
20 points clear atthetop of the
manufacturers’ championship at
the halfway point of the season.
Somefeltthe organiser’s
decision torun two-minute gaps
on Sunday’sfinalloop of stages—
compared with four-minute gaps
insimilar conditionson Friday —
exacerbated the need for tactics
in Portugal. The organisers
madeitclearthe timing was
necessary togetthemileagein
forthefinal day and tofitin with
WRC Promoter’srequirement for
the Powerstagetorunat 1218hrs.
Thedriversrailed against that
inthe strongest possible terms.
Ogier said: “For meIwould have

loved to have only two-minute
gapson Friday, I would have won
therally easily then [because he
wasfirstontheroadin clear air
and hisrivals would have been
choked in dust behind him at two-
minute gaps], butnoit’snotfair.
Drivinginthe dustisnot safe.
Drivers should have more power —
we are quite good at estimating
when [bigger gaps] areneeded.”
Portugal winner Ott Tanak
added: “Idon’tseethepointto
putusintherisk.If every driver
inevery team agrees that we go
tothree or four-minute gaps and
the time schedule allows usto go
then wedoit.Idon’tseeany
reason why anybody wants us
todrive one stagein the dustto
seeif we come outalive or not
and then weincrease the gaps.”
The question of time gapsis
almost certaintoreturn atthe
series’ nexthot gravel eventin
Sardinia next week. The Italian
islandroadsruninslightly more
open terrain closer to the coast,
whichincreasesthe chanceof a
breeze to blow the dust away.
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French champion says rivals were playing a dirty game on WRC counter

' Champ Ogier has
slammed Hyundai

Neuville was able to claim second place, but his team had been mired in controversy

COLIN CLARK ON WRC TEAM TACTICS » 2 JOPAGE21




4 JUNE 5 2019 motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Photos: LAT

PORSGHE BUILT AND TESTED F1
== ENGINE READY FOR 2021

= Manufacturer seriously
looked at joining series

believes its struggles to
switch on tyres is related
toits car notdelivering
enough peak downforce
and has recently begun
apush atits Maranello
factory to investigate new
concepts that can help
but, with work having just
begun, team boss Mattia
Binotto has cautioned
against expectations of

a major breakthrough.

>

Qualifying car
Renault is considering
building a “qualifying”
focused car for next year

to aid its efforts to move
further up the Formula 1
order. Managing director
Cyril Abiteboul also e
admitted that, while short-
term progress is still the
main goal, the 2021 rules Members of successful LMP1 team developed the F1 engine
revamp represents the best
opportunity to close the gap

German firm
investigated F1

to the leading three teams. By Scott Mitchell priortoits exitfrom LMP1-whichithad weretobeusedin Formulal.” its LMP1 withdrawal,” he said.
dominated with atwo-litre, four-cylinder Porschehad a40-person team from “Notonly on paper butactually as
Williams’test Porsche built and tested an engine engine—Porschehad started workonasix- its LMP1 project to develop the six- hardware and with theidea that this
Williams thinks a mid- thatwould have been Formula 1 cylinder engine that was F'1 compatible. cylinder engine. engine will be put to the test in 2019.
season update package compatible and formed the basis “In 2017 there were signals from In2017itbecame clear this would not “That was the order from the board
thatis being prepared of a2021 entry had it committed to Formula1thattheregulations wereto be used fora WEC programme because tous.”
willbe akeytestasto joining the world championship. bechanged and that energy recovery Porsche committed toleaving that Porsche hasnot competed in F1since
whether its current car’s The German manufacturer was known fromthe exhaust gases [the MGU-H] championship once therules shifted and itsfailed engine programmein 1991
fundamental conceptis tobe consideringan F1 programme, wasnolongerrequired,” he said. the seriesfailed tofind areplacement for with the Footwork team.
flawed or not. The team itsfirstfor almost three decades, asit “Asof 2017, Porsche was amember of Porsche’s sister brand Audi. Enzinger said its six-cylinder engine
hopes a significant joined the process establishing new the FIA Manufacturers Commission and Though amove to FE—-where Audiis “iscomplete and runningon thetest
development push enginerulesfor 2021 and beyond. wasinvolved inthe discussions aboutthe alsopresent—wasan “obviousidea”, bench” asateam of “20to25technicians”
before the summer However, Porsche’s F1 prospects ended futuredrive strategy in Formula 1 from Enzinger said the six-cylinder engine useit “for analyses and further orders
break will deliver a whentheparent Volkswagen Audi Group 2021 andrepresented at the meetings. concept was still pursued becausean F1 withregard toseriesrelevance”.
leap forward in form, opted to cancelits World Endurance “Ontheonehand, wetook partinthese engine withoutthe MGU-H would “also “The possible use for this six-cylinder
with senior engineer Championship LMP1 project in favour of working groups. Onthe other hand, the beinterestingfor a super sportscar”. engine was completely open,” he said.
Dave Robson also aFormulaE entry, and the prospect of guys developed a six-cylinderforthe “Attheend of 2017, wereceived “If ithad been decided to send Porsche
believing the team has simplified and cheaper F1enginesstalled. @~ WECinparallel. aconcrete order from our parent in 2021 to Formula 1, we would have
now fully recovered from Porsche’shead of motorsport Fritz “Of course, we thought about what company tofurther develop a highly madeitthe way we didin 2018.”

its late startto 2019 and
has unleashed the most
itcanfromits current car
before the updates arrive.

Enzinger told Motorsport News that would have to changeif the engine efficient six-cylinder engine, despite Additionalreporting by Christian Nimmervoll

Honda’s gains
Honda is optimistic its latest

Formula 1 engine is capable Hamilton believes he can “definitely” race in F1 for another five seasons

of lasting seven grands prix.

The manufacturer introduced Lewis Hamilton believes he can Since then Hamilton has peopleIraceagainstmaylack, described hisstarttothe

its second-spec engine “definitely” race for another gone on to win four of thefirst isthatfire. season as “average”.

ahead of the fourth round fiveyearsin Formulal,ashe sixraces of this season, as “T’'ve got this opportunity. “Idefinitely feel thatit’s

ofthe 2019 seasonin fearshe would “squander” the well as claim two second-place Icouldeasilylet goof itright been quite an average

Azerbaijan, after successfully opportunity toimprove his finishes, puttinghimin the now butIfeellikeIwould be performance from myself,”

bringing a reliability-focused recordif he stopped earlier. titlelead with 137 points. squanderingitif Ididn’t said Hamilton. “Maybe above

upgrade forward and has Hamilton wasinterviewed Thatis 27 points more than continuetoimprove, grow average, but generally quite

reported “noissues” with by US chat show host David atthesamestagelast season andpush. averageforthefirstsixraces.

engine reliability in the three Letterman priortothestart and 33morethanin2017. “I'vegottokeep goingfor “I'vearrived prepared, the

races since then. Since of the 2019 campaign for an “Inmy mindI can definitely aslongasIcanbasically - best preparedIcould be. But

rejoining the F1 gridin 2015, episode of the second season dofive years,” said Hamilton. untilI’'mnotenjoyingit.” interms of extractingthe

Honda has repeatedly gone of Letterman’s Netflix “Iamridiculously determined Butdespite hisimpressive true performance fromthe

over Formula 1's three series My Next Guest Needs towin. Whatreally drivesme, run of results comparative to car, IfeellikeI've struggled a

combustion engine limit. No Introduction. and Ifeel thatsomewhatthe recentyears, Hamilton has little bitin these sixraces.” Hamilton could break more F1 records
WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER ) D> D @MNmotorsport
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day, with the TS050 HYBRID cars

separated by just under a second.
Buemi posted a3m20.068s lap, four

tenths up on team-mate Fernando

Sebastien Buemi set the pace for Toyota
attheend of the Le Mans 24 Hours test

Alonso’s previous best, with just over an
hourto goof the official testday and then
improved again toa3m19.440s timein

the closing minutes of the afternoon.
That put the #8 Toyota T'S050

HYBRID1.1suponthesistercar

in which KamuiKobayashiseta

3m20.586s at the beginningof a

sessionlastingfourhours, before

Mike Conway improved to 3m20.249s.

Buemisaid: “It was all about making

sureyoudidn’t get traffic. The times
were a tiny bit slower than last year, but
the track was getting cooler atthe end, so
we should have seen similarlap times.”

AndreLotterer ended the day asthe
quickest of thenon-hybrid LMP1sand
thetop privateer after findinga big
improvementin the closing stagesto
end up on 3m21.323sin the #1 Rebellion.

Toyota—which won last year’srace—
hasalsodeclared its supportfor plans
tointroduce success ballastintothe
LMP1 class of the WEC for next season,
in order to promote closer competition
betweenitand the non-hybrid privateer
oppositionin2019/20.

Toyota Motorsport GmbH technical

director Pascal Vasselon explained that
heused theterm success handicaps
because the plans for the 2019/20 season
startingin September go beyond the
simple addition of weighttothe cars.
“We are working on success
handicaps, not successballast,” he said.
“With weight you have limits on what
you can do; success handicaps means
you can pile up several elements that
influence the pace of the cars—it could
be weight, fuel flow or energy [release
by the hybrid system].
“Youneed tomake surethe
handicaps are bigger than the gaps
between the cars—thisishow you
make thefield converge.”

The proposed new system will be
different to the one that formed part
of the original hypercar conceptrules
for the 2020-21 WEC published last
December, which was a cumulative
system calling for 0.5kgtobe added
for each championship point scored
by a car up toamaximum of 50kg.

“The principle of the success
handicaps will be that you get the
handicapsaccordingto your success
and when you are not successful, you
donot getthe handicaps—thisis what
makes the grid close up,” Vasselon said.

Vasselon stressed that the system
would only apply to the shorter WEC
racesandnottothe Le Mans 24 Hours.

Ericsson secures his
first IndyCar podium

Ex-Formula 1 driver Marcus
Ericsson secured the first
IndyCar podium of his career
in the second race at Detroit
last weekend.

The Schmidt Peterson
Motorsports driver timed his
three-stop strategy perfectly
around the caution periods.

Ericsson was one of several
to pit early in therace to
remove the rapidly-degrading
red-wall tyre in favour of the
black-walled tyre and IndyCar
rules dictate drivers must use
both compounds in the race.

Having started 12th, Ericsson
worked his way up to second at
therace’s halfway point and
survived alaterestart to take his
first podium since Abu Dhabi
during his 2013 GP2 season.

“I came into this year with alot
of experience,” said Ericsson.
“My goal, and expectation, was
torun up front from the start.

“We had the pace to do it, but
it’s been a bit of a deeper learning
process than I maybe expected.”

Scott Dixon’s victory in the
Detroit finale brought him back
into title contention a day after a
costly crash had left him almost
100 points behind championship
leader Josef Newgarden.

The surprise win slashed the
gap to 52 points and revitalised
Dixon’s championship defence
a day after he had told MN that
he would have to go “aggressive”
and focus onindividual race
wins instead of the title.

Newgarden won the first race
of the weekend after narrowly
defeating Alexander Rossiin
arain-shortenedrace.

OUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Head of Porsche Motorsport Fritz
Enzinger has revealed that the
manufacturer held “advanced” talks
with Juan Pablo Montoya, who tested
the 919 Hybrid in 2015, in order to

profileracersincluding its 2015 Le
Mans winner Nico Hulkenberg and
Fernando Alonso. “For me this trio

create a “very attractive” team of high-

: was very attractive,” said Enzinger. “To

: send a Porsche 919 Hybrid with three

: Formula 1drivers to Le Mans would

: have been a true statement.” Montoya

: ultimately did not get “clearance”, while
: Enzingersuggested that the 2016

: European Grand Prix clashing with Le

: Mans also impacted Porsche’s plans...

i The M-Sport Bentley team won the Blancpain

: GTEndurance Cup’s 1000km race at Paul
. Ricard in dominant fashion, making up for

: 2018's heartbreak when Jordan Pepper,

. Steven Kane, and Jules Gounon were

. overtaken with just three laps to go. This

: year, the trio won from pole and survived

. alate scare when awheelnut got stuckin

. the wheel gun while changing the front-left
: tyre, which cost the team 14 seconds.

o o )

: Montoya was close to Porsche drive

M TA "

Dixon (r) congratulates Ericsson

German manufacturer joins Ford in exiting the GTE Pro ranks after Le Mans

BMW to exit World Endurance Championship following just one season in the series

BMW will pull the plugonitsfactory
World Endurance Championship
involvement after a single seasonin
the category, becomingthe second
manufacturerto announceit will
departthe GTE Proclass, following
Ford’s confirmation of itsimpending
exitearlierthisyear.

BMW had entered the GTE Pro class
of the category with its M8 GTE before
the start of the 2018-19 superseason, but
the upcoming Le Mans 24 Hours will now
mark theend of itsfactory programme.

The manufacturer has, however,
announced it will continuein IMSA.

“We willnot competein WEC going
forward,” BMW motorsportboss Jens
Marquardt said in a statement.

“Therefore, the 24 Hours of Le Mans
in June will be another highlight forus
indrawingtoaclose—justlikein 2018,
when we celebrated the successful
world premiere of the BMW 8 Series
Coupethere.

“Butinlight of us sharpening
ourfocusaspartof our strategy for

thefuture, continuing our WEC
involvementinthe coming years does
notfit with our direction.”

The German brand currently sits
last of the five participantsin the GTE
manufacturers’ championship andis
the only entrant yet toscore arace win.

Itsdriverline-upforitsfinal WEC
race at Le Mans will be made up of Nick
Catsburg, Martin Tomczyk and Philipp
Enginthe#81 M8 GTE, and Antonio
Felix da Costa, Augusto Farfusand
debutant Jesse Krohnin the #82car.




6 JUNE 5 2019 motorsport-news.co.uk

New British F3 signings
Two drivers will make theirBRDC
British Formula 3 debuts at
Silverstone this weekend. German
Andreas Estner,who competedin
ADAC F4 for two seasons, will join
Lanan Racing and intends to also
compete at Spa in July. Argentinian
Nicolas Varrone, who won the VdeV
Challenge Monoplace series last
season, has joined Hillspeed.

Edwards back to Clios
Renault UK Clio Cup driver Nathan
Edwards will return to the category for
next weekend’s Croft rounds. Edwards,
who previously competed in Fiestas, took
partin a partial campaign in Clios last year
with WDE Motorsport but will now drive
for MRMin North Yorkshire. “The plan is
to be on the grid afew more times after
Croft as well,” he said. “l want to take every
opportunity | getto do the best|can.”

Lack of marshals forces
Britcar into layout change

Leading Britcar Endurancefigures
have bemoaned alack of marshals
contributing tothe championship
running on the National layout
instead of the Grand Prixloop atthe
Donington Park meetinglast weekend.

Motorsport Newsreported last
month (May 22) that the meeting was
suffering from a shortage of marshals.

Supportingthe Superkart Grand
Prix, which historically runson the
full circuit, Britcar was one of several
championshipsto voice their dismay
atthesituation.

Britcar boss Claire Hedley was
“very disappointed” to be forced into
the change and believes similar
problems could be prevented with a
reduced UK national racing calendar,
with some smaller championships
mergingin future.

“There’stoomuch and the poor
marshals are being stretched tothe
limitsanyway,” she said. “We offer
freedrinks and other thingstotry
and encourage them and support
them. We can’trace without them.”

Championship frontrunner Ross
Wylieadded: “I’'m alittle bit disappointed
becausethe Grand Prix doesn’t getused
that often, butI'mnotreally fussed. But
itputsitinto perspective how critical
[itis] gettingmarshals tothe circuits.

“Itgoestoshow thatthereisaproblem
and we doneed more marshals. Hopefully
thisdoesn’t happen again in thefuture.”

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Mick Walker

Canadian suffered
damage during races

FiichampionidescribesiFurolNASCARleventiashecticYbutifung

By Mark Libbeter

Jacques Villeneuve admitted his
first competitive drive at Brands
Hatch was “hectic but fun” after
competing atthe trackinthe

NASCAR Euro Series last weekend.

Despitefinishingatroubled 15th in
race one due tolow fuel causing his
enginetocutout, the1997 Formulal
world champion and 1995 Indy 500

winner demonstrated his pace by
settingthe second fastest timein
Sunday’s warm-up before climbing
back to eighthin the secondrace despite
losing several places at the start of race
two attemptingto avoid anincident at
Clark Curve.

“Iwentthe wrongside tryingtoavoid
aspinningcarsollostalotof timeandI
alsohad some damagetothefrontend,”
the Canadian said after race two.

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

“Usually with frontend damage, you
lose downforce and Ishould have had
aflattyretoo,solgotluckythere.”

Speaking of his experience of the
BrandsIndy circuit, Villeneuve added:
“Thetrackitself isfun, butit’snot
easy togetaquicklaptime when there
arealotof carsoutthere. It would be
greatto goonthebig[Grand Prix]
track sometime.”

Villeneuve moved into the seriesfor

thefirst timethis year, having
previously competedin NASCAR
machinery in Canada and the United
States. Heissixthin the standings
after the opening threerace weekends,
havingtaken two podiumsat the
Italian Franciacorta circuit.
Hisfirstappearance at Brands comes
40years after hisfather Gilles won the
non-championship Race of Champions
eventtherein1979in his Ferrari312T3.

Supply chain issue hlamed for tiny number of Series Elite entries

Series Elite boss Graeme Glew
saysthe category’stiny grid
numbers are due toasupply
chainissue with the Jaguar XE
Project8carsthatituses.

Thenew-for-2019 classisfor
driversaged over40andhadits
openingrounds at Silverstone
last weekend. Thefirsttworaces
wererather subdued, although
competitive, with only four cars.
Five were entered but Mark Davis
had todrop out, havinginjured
himself falling off a yacht.

This follows a cancelled first

race at Brands Hatch in May,
which was changed to two-car
demonstrationruns.

Glew explained that, of the 20
carsorderedfrom Jaguar Special
Vehicle Operations, only eight
have currently been built.

“I'mnot pointing the finger at
anybody,” stressed Glew, who
addedthathe’ssatisfied with the
carsthemselves. “The Project 8
issuppliedtousfrom SVO,asa
road car, and then we have to strip
itand convertitintorace trim.

“Atthemoment we have eight

carsinourpossession, andthere’s
afurther12inbuild at SVO.”

One of the Silverstone winners
was title-winning British Touring
Carteamboss Vic Lee, asheraced
forthefirsttimein30years.

Lee won the first tworounds
havingnothad amajor presence
in British motorsport since
theend of 2003, when his
BTCCteam folded. He wasthen
subsequently imprisonedfora
second drug-smuggling offence.

“It’salotof fun,it’sjusta . - -
brute,” said Lee of the Jaguar. Just four cars took partininaugural

Silverstone races

Twenty years since Irish single-seater driver Neil Shanahan
was killed in a British Formula Ford crash at Oulton Park
was commemorated last week.The Neil ShanahanTrophy

is presented to the winner of the Brands Hatch Formula Ford
Festival each yearand the winning 2018 car, an Oldfield
Motorsport-runVan DiemenJL13, was at Brands Hatch
lastweek.Competition director of the British Racingand
Sports Car Club -the Festival’s organising club—Dominic
Ostrowskisaid:“Neil Shanahan was a promising single-
seaterracerwith a bright future ahead of him.Inhonour

of this true racer, Ford UK commissioned this trophy in

1999, which has been presented to our Formula Ford Festival
winner each yearby Neil’s parents, Liam and Mary, who
make the pilgrimage from their Dublin home.Today marks
the 20-year anniversary of Neil’s death and itis only fitting

thatwe honour him.”

Jackson hrothers unite in Historic Formula Ford 1600

Defending Radical Challenge champion
Dominik Jackson swapped to Historic
Formula Ford 1600 machinery at
Snettertonlast weekend ashemade
hisdebutin historics.

He contested the two Historic Sports
Car Clubracesin a Crossle 20F, which
was freshly restored after a12-year
spellsatinagarage.

Jackson, who currently sits second
behind Jerome de Sadeleerin the
Radical standingsin his SR3RSX,
joined his brother and current Historic
FF1600 champion Cameron on the grid.

While Cameron cruised to two victories,

Dominik qualified ninth and progressed
toseventhinthe openingracebutfailed
to startthe second encounter.

“Wemade quite afew set-up changesto
the carforthesecondracetodialitinand
Iwasreallylooking forward toit,” he said.
“Unfortunately, the gear selector went
ontheout-lap. It’sa shamebut good fun.”

Despite the disappointingend to his
first outing, which resulted in a delayed
starttotherace, Jacksoniskeento
return to historic competition.

“I'dbeupformore,” headded. “T’'ve
saidI’dlike to explore historicracing.
It’ssuchanicepaddock.”

LEMANS - LE
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New 4-Pot Porsche
Trophy series hegins

Anew racing series for four-cylinder
Porschesisdonatingits profitsto
CALM, amental health charity focused
onreducingmalesuiciderates.

The CALM 4-Pot Porsche Trophy
haditsinaugural race at Silverstone
last Sunday, which was contested by
nine Porsche 924s and 944s. The series
isopentoall four-cylinder Porsche
models and runs with a40-minute mini-
enduroformat with acompulsory
pitstop, similarto that used successfully
by the Classic Sports Car Club.

Theseriesis starting conservatively
with three events. The next oneisonthe
Brands Hatch Grand Prix circuitin
September and then the organisers
wantto puttogether a series of three-car
teams for the Birkett Relay in October.
In 2020, fourraces are planned: twoin
the UK and twoin the Netherlands, asa
jointenterprise with the Dutch 944 Cup.

Seriesfounder Phil Waters wants to
raise awareness of the problemsfaced
by men, including thosein motorsport.

“Imusthavetalked to over a hundred
guysinthismachofield of ours,and you
wouldn’t believe the number of people
whohaveastorytotell,” hesaid.

GT Cup champion Hatfield

to join Carrera Cup grid

GT Cup champion Adam Hatfield will join
the Porsche Carrera Cup GBfield for four
meetings this year with Valluga Racing.

Hatfield, who also competesin Britcar
with the team’s Porsche 991, will make his
debut at Oulton Parklater thismonth.

Intendingto progressintoafull season
programme for 2020, Hatfield said: “The
official tests were pretty positive overall.

“Carrera Cup hasbeen the goal forus
sincejoining Britcar andit came along
much quicker than we thought.It’'l1be
abitof catchingupforusatfirstand
gatheringdata, then cementing
ourselvesnextseason.”

Hatfield will joinregular driver
Adam Knightat the Valluga squad.

Team principal —and former Carrera
Cupracer-Benji Hetherington added:
“It’sbeen a great start to our foray into
Carrera Cup. We've got all theright
peoplein place. We’d been running
amateur drivers so far and built our
programme around the gentlemen driver
concept-[Hatfield] was the exception.
He’shelping us see where we stack up,
and we’ve got high hopes after testing.”

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, LAT, Dan Bathie, Richard Styles

NEWEY TORACE MUSTANG IN
BRITISHGTAT SILVERSTONE
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Mustang has
been quick

inLMP2andmadehisdebutatLe
Mans with Algarve ProRacing, but
returned to single-seaters this season
toraceinthe premier Japanese series.

Newey will be joined for his debut
appearanceinthe GT4by thereturning
Chad McCumbee. The American
finished on the podiumin the opening
round of the season at Oulton Park
alongside Jade Buford.

“I'mreally excited toberacingthe
Mustang,” said Newey. “Ihaven’t

driven a GT4 car before and I think
itwill bealot of fun.

“Silverstoneis one of my favourite
tracks;Ithinkit’s one of the best tracks
intheworld and it’s always good to
raceathome. I haveagreatrelationship
with Larry [Holt] so when he called
metosay ‘comeandrace the Mustang’
Iwasreally happy.

“TheMustangisacool car and the
guyshavedoneagreatjobwithitsol
hope we can carrythaton.”

Super Formularacer Harrison
Newey will make his British GT debut
atthethree-hour Silverstone 500 this
weekend, becoming the latest driver
tosample the #19 Multimatic
Motorsport Ford Mustang GT4.

The 20-year-old Briton, son of Red

Bull technical chief Adrian, hasbeena
regular in sportscars since winningthe
2017-18 Asian Le Mans SeriesinaJota

. Sport-run ORECA 05. He contested the
full European Le Mans Serieslast year

Neweywon2017-18 ALMS title

Factory Lamhorghini driver and Formula Ford Festival winner Lind to also join the grid at Silverstone

Lamborghini factory driver
Dennis Lind will replace Adam
Wilcox in WPI Motorsport’s
Huracan EVO for the rest of the
' British GT season, commencing
this weekend at Silverstone.
Michael Igoe’s team stepped

up from the Britcar Sprint Cup
and GT Cup this season with a
Porsche 911 GT3 Cup, but switched
to the Lamborghini for round two
at Snetterton and scored a best
finish of sixth in race one.

Lind, who became the third

Danish driver after Jan Magnussen
and Jason Watt to win the Formula
Ford Festival in 2010, is the
reigning Blancpain Asia champion
and joined the Lamborghini
factory roster at the start of 2019.
“Lamborghini asked me if I was

interested and racing for me in

the UK is amazing on old school
proper tracks, so of courseit

was ayes!” said Lind. “I am really
looking forward to meeting the
team and working with them
throughout the rest of the season.”

& [ =

Harper to race in Porsche Supercup at Silverstone and impresses in testing

Porsche Carrera Cup GB
pointsleader Dan Harper
will be one of three drivers
from the series to compete
in the British Grand Prix-
supporting Porsche
Supercup round -and
has set the second fastest
time in pre-event testing.
Harper, 18, will make his
Supercup debutin the
Silverstone round and will
continue to drive for the JTR

second slower than Julien
Andlauer’s ultimate time.
“It’s an awesome chance,
it’sgoingto be a class
experience being with
Formula 1 and I’'m definitely
looking forward toit,” said
Harper. “Even for the two-day
testIreally had to speed my
game up to be at the front.
“Attheend of thefirstday
IwasP8seven or eight tenths
off.Ilooked over it all with

improvements and we made
acouple of changes to the
car. Day two went really
well and I ended up second
overall.Ididn’treally expect
tobethatfarup-theteam
was very happy —it wasan
awesome two days.

“If Thave one of my best
weekends we could be fighting
for the podium but if I'm just
slightly off my game, because
thelevel of competitionisso

the Carrera Cup. He will be
joined at the team by fellow
2019 race winner George
Gamble and reigning Pro-Am
champion Seb Perez. Olympic
cyclinglegend Sir Chris Hoy
will also be a guest entry.
Harper ended a two-day
Supercup test at Silverstone
last week with the second
fastest time overall and
topped two of the four
individual sessions. He was

Porsche GB Junior was second in the Silverstone Supercup test times

squad that hedrives forin

Porsche Cluh GB champion Evans makes historics debut after buying two new cars

Porsche Club GB class
champion Jonathan Evans
made his historic racing debut
at Snettertonlast weekendina
Ford Mustang —one of twonew
cars he will enter this season.

Evanstopped the Class 2
pointslast yearin his Porsche
Boxster and enjoyed a
prosperous maiden outing
inthe4.7-litre Mustang.

Inthe Historic Sports Car

Club meeting, hesetpoleby 1.4
seconds and won the first of two
Historic Touring Carsraces.

“Iwanted abit of a different
challenge, somethingelse to
go after,” he said. “I’venever
driven a historic car before.
It’savery different driving
style, but the fundamentals
are the same —youjust change
the order.

“Looking at my laps,

there’s still plenty I cando
togetbetter.”

The Mustang did suffer from
fuel surgeissuesin the opening
race despite taking victory,
and he was forced toretire
from the second following the
brakes overheating.

But he expectstoreturn
with the Appendix K carinthe
Masters Historic Racing-run
Spa Six Hours as well as Iberian

endurance events.

Evans will continue to
compete in the Porsche
championship thisseason,
but will graduate to the Class 1
field with the introduction
of anew CaymanS.

The car’sfirstoutinghas
been delayed until the Brands
Hatch meeting next month
(July 6) duetotroubles with the
3.4-litreengine during testing.

just six hundredths of a

the team tofind little high,Icould endup10th.”

Evanstook awininthe flame-spitting Mustang at Snettertonlast weekend
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Cook was penalised
at Rockingham in ’18

- Paul Cook wasunableto

,", extend his MR2 championship
lead at Croftlast weekend
after beinghanded a three-
month ban, following an
incident at Castle Combe

the previous Monday.

Cook was excluded from the
BMW Car Club Racing series’
qualifying session at the
Wiltshire track’slate May
bank holiday meeting after
making contact with another
car. Thismeant he started the

‘MR2.POIN TSLEADER| 00’( BAN

first BMW Combe race from
the back, and thelicence points
he got for the incident took him
to12points within a 12-month
period, meaning a three-
monthracingbanKkicked in.
Hispenalty points date back
tothose gathered at the 750
Motor Club’s Rockingham
meeting on June 9-10last year,
where Cook was disqualified
fromrace two for nudging
leader Josh Brooksinto a spin.
Cook competesregularly

inalarge number of club
categories. Inaddition to
MR2s and BMWCC, he also
hasbeen seen in the M3 Cup,
aswell asRoadsports, where
Cook won this year’s season-
opening Brands Hatch race.

With hisban, Cookissetto
only misstwo of the seven
BMWCCracemeetings this
year, however he will now
miss four of thisseason’s
eight MR2 events.

Cook’s MR2rivals were

sorry thathe wasnotracing at
Croft. “Paul Cook is one of the
best driversin the championship
and we’velosthim on athree-
month ban, which none of us
want,” said reigning champion
Shaun Traynor, who won both
Croftracesin Cook’s absence.
“Youwant toberacingthe
bestdrivers, andit’sa gutter
for usthathe’snothere. And
I'msureif he’d been here
there’d have been someone
onmy tail today!”

750 Formula champion Cowley says he’s lost his love of racing after han

Former 750 Formula champion
Bill Cowley sayshehaslost his
lovefor carracing after being
banned from 2018’s season-closing
round, despite hisrace-winning
return at Croft last weekend.
Cowley, who was championin
2017, wasbanned from last year’s
Snetterton double-header meeting
asaresult of a Cadwell Park clash
with Ed Pither. Cowley had been
leadingthe pointstable and his
enforced absence allowed Mark
Glover topip him tothe crown. He
saysthat experience hasseverely

impacted hisenthusiasm forracing.

“Ithink thelove forthe sporthas
gonenow, after everythingthat
happenedlast year,” hesaid. “It’s
justtaken all the enjoyment out
of it.”

Cowley chosetosit out the opening

two 750 Formula rounds of 2019 but
returned at Croftlast weekend. He

won the openingrace, then was
leadingrace two when he pulled
off with transmission problems.
Butheoutlined thathe planstoonly
race in certain roundsthis year, for
the sake of hisfather Nigel who
workson the car,andiseyeinga
switch tomotorcycleracing.
“I'mdoingall the, whatIcall,
proper drivers’ circuits, here at
Croft whichIthinkisareally good
drivers’ circuit, Cadwell, amega
drivers’ circuit,and Oulton Park,”
Cowley added. “My next thingis,
I'mintomy bikesatthe minutesol
think I’ll probably get a track bike
and try and learn a different skill.”
Cowley hasbeenracingin 750
Formulasince2011inacar
designed and built in the 1960s by
his grandfather—also called Bill.
Three Cowley generations have

competedinthe category as Nigel
alsoracedthecar.

Cowley made aracing comebackin 750 Formula at Croft |

Trundley continues 100% 116 Trophy success rate with Team BRIT in Croft contest

Bobby Trundley continued his
100% carracingsuccessrate by
winningthe second 116 Trophy
round at Croftlast weekend.
Trundley, who has autism,
triumphed by 21 secondsin the
45-minute BMW 116irace driving
for Team BRIT, which helps people
with disabilities participatein
motorsport. Trundley also won

the season-opening 116 Trophy ‘—-ﬂ

raceat Brands Hatch.

Teenager won again

Trundley, 19. “Ididn’t expect to
beinmyfirsttwo carracesatthe
front.Icould take theracecraft
fromkartstocars, but youcan't
drivethem hkeakart, youcan't

justchuck themin.

“I'was spotted by one of their
[Team BRIT’s]drivers, Warren
McKinlay,down at Daytona
Sandown Park. Heinvited me
dowmn to try out the Fun Cup car
thattheyhad, and he was
impressed withme-without
Team BRITI’d probably still

bein karts today, there’sno
way [[’d have]the money.”

Trundley’s team-mate, double
= legamputeeRichard Newton,

| 1=

d madehisracingdebutat Croft

“It’sbloody incredible,” said

M_

---‘

meanwhile and finished 10th.
“Weknew from seeing Bobby
kartinghe was always goingtobe
quick,” Team BRIT’srace engineer
AlLockeadded. “Whether he
could convertthatinacarwe
weren’t completely sure, but
he’s got theright mindsetfor
anendurancerace, he goesout
there and he’s consistentand
he’scalm.Ithink he’s goingtogo
really far. And he gets somuch
fromit; hisfaceisjustbeaming
when he getsoutthecar.”
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Wats MOTORSPORT INSURANCE
ROSS MARTIN

From: Kilmarnock, West Dunbartonshire. Cax: Van Diemen
RF99 Position: 54th out of 976

Martm (r) isadouble Scottish FF1600 champion

his season could be a make or
breakyear for me, notinterms
of me continuing racing or not,
butitcould be the one which
launches a career in motorsport.

Tosayl've comealongwayinthe
three years since | graduated from karting is a bit of
an understatement. | feel as though I have matured
so much inashort space of time. Obviously, my first
foray into single-seaters was not how limagined it
to be. Having come through the Formula Kart Stars
programme at the start of 2016, | did three rounds
of British F4 before it all came crumbling down.

Alack of budget meant | was forced to sit out
the rest of the season, which was bad enough
for someone for whom racing was more or less
everything at the time. Even worse when you have to
watch someone else drive ‘your’ car on television.

| won'tlie, that experience was areal kick in the
balls but, if |am being totally honest, in hindsight |
was maybe a bit too young (at 16) to dive straightinto
F4.1'd have benefited a hell of alot more if 'd gone
through the route | ultimately took, Formula Ford 1600.

My whole career to date has been about fighting
for budget and, after ayear out doing the odd bit of
karting, | was given something of a lifeline by Graham
Brunton up at Knockhill. Graham loves his racing and
FF1600 even more so. | could never have imagined
the success that we would go on to share over the next
two seasons, particularly going unbeaten last year.

Graham’s a huge advocate of young drivers
learning their trade in FF1600 and if you ask him,
he'll tellyou that most drivers enter F4 way before
they are ready. What you get witha FF1600 car s
more than just basic single-seater experience;it's a
technique that you'll keep further down the road.

No aero, no power steering, gear sticks and an
actual clutch; these are essential toolsin a carand
[learnt all of that with Graham.

Of course, there always comes atime when you
need to move on, and move up. | was, and stillam,
immensely grateful for the faith Graham putin me
and we remain on good terms.

But this season, | am with Bernard Dolan’s team
inthe BRSCC National FF1600 Championship.
Bernard is another one of those guys who lives and
breathes FF1600.

I know this season will be one of my toughest, but |
have the confidence from past success —and failures —
to know that as long as|am consistent and keep my
head down, | can achieve the results | need.

See how Ross Martin is doing on this week’s National Driver
Rankings: nationaldriverrankings.co.uk

For allyour motorsport insurance needs, visit Grove &
Dean Motorsport Insurance: grove-dean-motorsport.com

ARE YOUIN THE NATIONAL DRIVER RANKINGS?

Email national@motorsport.com to have your story here

What we’ve loved
in the classified

section this week. For
more see page 32
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Amencan Hoemke

visited Thruxton’
Texan’s UK debut, below

Photos: LAT, Gary Hawkins, Paul Lawrence

STEFFAN
IRMLER

Super Touring racer
Age: 50 Lives:Diepholz,
Germany

He started racing young
“I've beenracing since lwas 18,
in 1988.In Germany we have the
VLN long-distance races at the
Nurburgring and | started with
that for several years. Then as

| started my company | had no time
forracing and also no money. So

I had to put all my time into work
butinthe last six or seven years

| started racing again.”

HeisanOpelfan

“Opel was always my favourite
carand | did some Opeltuningin
my earlier years so this is what we
areracing. Everything is Opel and
I have the Astra and the Vectra.
The Astra was from Mike Briggs
in South Africain the 1994
Touring Car Championship.”

TheVectrahasagood
history

“The Vectraisa 1997 test carfrom
Opel. It was developed in 1998
and 1999. Roland Asch raced this
carin'99 inthe German Super
Touring Car Championship. ltisa
famous carin Germany because
inthe last race at the Nurburgring
Asch beat Christian Abt with the
Audiinthe last cornerand Abt
missed the championship [at that
point] and only 14 days later at

the Nurburgring Abt got his title
over Uwe Alzen in the Opel. So
everybody knows this car.”

He’sracinginthe UK
thisyear

“This year we are coming to all four
races in the Dunlop Saloon Car
Cup. We did Silverstone in May
and then we willdo Donington in
early June and Brands Hatch at
the end of June. Maybe Volker
Strycek will come overand we
will drive one race each and then
Oulton Park at the end of August,
which is my favourite. | know
Oulton Park only from videos but
it looks so great. | think they are
the four best tracks in the UK and
they are very famous.”

He’sraced at
Silverstone
“Lastyear|cametothe
Silverstone Classic but | don't
know the other UK tracks. That
was my first experience. At
Silverstone in May conditions

in qualifying were very tricky and
| had a spininto the gravel, which
was not so funny butlwas
learning and we had fun. The
surface was very slippery.

We cannot become world
champion but we can have fun.”

= *’I‘.“-
i

- =

oy

Irmler: he loves an Opel
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The 250F driven by Moss
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]ackle Stewart’s last
win was in 1973

By Paul Lawrence

MONACO GRICONS
R=GOOD WDDD

in 1956

carsfromhislatefather

Race winning cars and
drivers from the history
of the Monaco Grand Prix
will bein action atthe

of the famousrace.
Sir Jackie Stewart and his

4-7 while Damon Hill will drive

Goodwood Festival of Speed
to mark the 90th anniversary

three Monaco-winning cars will
take tothe Goodwood hill on July

Graham’sremarkable five wins
in the best-known grand prix.
Between 1963 and 1973, Monaco
was dominated by Hilland
Stewartand all of their winning
cars will be at Goodwood.

Othernotable carsdueto
runinclude the Maserati250F
in which Stirling Moss held out
totakevictoryfromahard-
charging Juan Manuel Fangio
in 1956 and the Rob Walker

i

RacingLotus 18 that Moss
raced to another famous win in
1961. Fromthe 2000 race will be
the winning McLaren MP4/15,
withrace winner David
Coulthard driving on Sunday.
Monaco-winning cars from
Brabham, Brawn, Mercedes
and Williams will be on hand,
while Monacorace winners
Mika Hakkinen, Riccardo
Patrese and Mark Webber will
bejoined by podium finishers

-

Emerson Fittipaldi, Jacky
Ickx and Richard Attwood.
“Monacoistheracethatevery
driver whosatinan F1carhas
wanted to win and only a select
few have ever doneso,” said the
Duke of Richmond. “Bringing
together such anelite group of
carsinordertomark this90th
anniversary year fortheraceis
areal privilege.Itis part of what
makes the Festival of Speed such
aunique celebration.”

Cutler: 90mph average

Australian Cutler left startled by Thruxton debut in rare BMW

Melbourne optician Bill
Cutler was wide-eyed after his
Thruxton debutin hisrare
BMW M535in the Historic
Touring Car Challenge.

Cutler plans to commute to
Europe twice this year torace
the BMW, whichis basedin the

UK. Hisnext trip will be based
around the Silverstone Classic
and the Nurburgring Oldtimer
Grand Prix. Back home, he
racesa Group A BMW Ms.
“I’'m averaging over 90mph
onthelap hereand that’s way
more than any track we usein

Australia,” hesaid. “It’sa
busy lap when you are going
atthose speeds!

“The car was built in Germany
in 1981 and was mainly raced
atthe Nurburgring,” said
Cutler, who has owned it for
five yearsnow.

Ex-Rob Wilson Ralt

in track return

The ex-Rob Wilson Ralt RT3
should return to racing this
summer after an absence
of atleast two decades.

The 1980 car took New
Zealander and all-rounder
Wilson to his first F3 win
at Thruxtonin a non-
championship TV meeting
at the end of the season.

It was stored in France for
many years before being
bought about 18 months
ago by Classic F3racer
Paul Smith.

“We’re currently
rebuildingit,” said Smith,
who already has an RT3
heracesin Classic F3. “It’s
anice project and it should
beready this season,”
added Smith, who is having
aserious crack at the
Classic F3 Championship.

Ellingworth enjoys
rebuilt March 74B

The March 74B raced by future
World champion Alan Jones in
1974 hasreturned to competition
in Europe this season in the
hands of Richard Ellingworth.

Ellingworth, who previously
raced a March 782 in Historic
F2,hasimported the Formula
Atlantic car from Australia
anditarrivedin time for a UK
return at Brands Hatch 10 days
ago.In 1974, Jones won the
Formula Atlanticrace that
supported the British Grand
Prix at Brands Hatch.

“The carisin exceptionally
original condition andisin the
exactlivery asraced in period.
It still hasits original period
engine and gearbox,” said
Ellingworth. “IThave every race
programme from period and

The Alan Jones car, which won at Brands in 1974, is back

lots of original pictures and
literature to support the car.”
The March was entered for

the 1974 season by Harry Stiller
Racing and Ellingworth now
planstoraceitregularly.

Quality Carlisle

The best quality historic entry
of the season to date will contest
Saturday’s Carlisle Stagesin
the western end of the Kielder
forest complex. Multiple British
Historic champion Jason
Pritchard returns to take on
similar Ford Escort Mk2s for
Matthew Robinson, current
BHRC leader Joe Price, Roger
Chilman, Ben Friend and
Adrian Hetherington.

Masters change

Due to lack of entries, the planned
three-hour race at the Masters
Historic Festival at Donington Park
this weekend has been replaced

by a 90-minute race for cars from
the Gentleman Drivers series. Other
features include an hour-long race
for Pre '66 Minis and three half-hour
test and demonstration sessions for
Historic Formula 1 cars.

American joy

Texan Formula Juniorracer
Robert Hoemke made his
Thruxton debut over the
weekend in his ex-Tupper
Robinson Lola Mk5A. Hoemke
contested last year’s Formula
Junior Baltic Tour but this

was his first UK runin the

Bob Juggins-tended Lola. Back
in Texas he races a Cooper T59
and plans another foray to
Europe in August.

Elliott on the mend
Leading historic rally contender Nick
Elliottis making a good recovery after
breaking his arm on the Pirelli Rally at
the end of April. However, the Ford
Escort Mk2 driver will miss two
rounds of the BHRC during June,
the Carlisle and Red Kite Stages,

so is planning to re-group and mount
abid on the Roger Albert Clark Rally
in November.

Show on the road
The date for the annual Stoke
Row and Nuffield Motorsport
Day has been confirmed as
Sunday July 21. Based in the
Oxfordshire village, the annual
gathering is a charity event
and includes the Maharajah’s
Tour for class classic cars.
Former F1 racer Howden
Ganley will be this year’s
guest of honour and more
details are at stokerow-
motorsportday.co.uk.

Escort partnership
Friends and rivals Rob Smith and
Will Onions will runin atwo-car
Ford Escort Mk2 team from RSR
Historic Rallying on the Carlisle
Stages on Saturday. Smith is back
in Kielder after sliding out of the
Pirelli Rally at the end of April.
Onions, meanwhile, is back after
afive-year sabbatical from gravel
rallying following a shakedown

run on the recent Plains Rally.

Bailey at Thruxton
Racer and rally driver Jerry Bailey
made his 2019 race debut at his
home track of Thruxton when

he shared the Alfa Romeo Giulia
Sprint of Steven Byrne. They
managed two races each over
the weekend in the 1965 car.
Bailey will next focus on rallying
in his Ford Escort Mk2 for the
Red Kite Stages on June 23

as part of the build-up towards
the Roger Albert Clark Rally

in November.
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The principles of the first ever
hybrid World Rally Cars will be
revealed at next week’s World
Motor Sport Council meeting.

FIA rally director Yves Matton has
talked in detail about his aspirations
for thenew cars and rebuffed claims
the timeframeis short for the 2022
introduction of the nextregulations.
The teams had expressed concerns
about the technical regulations
not arriving until the end of this
season, but the Belgian saysan
extrasix months development
time will be enough.

“The timeframe would be 18
monthsforanormal car and we
give an extra six months for hybrid,”
said Matton. “Thisis enough.”

Matton wouldn’t be drawn on
specific details of the principles—
which are expected to confirm
FIA-supplied batteries and motors
required torunupto 10 kilometres
(sixmiles) to take the carsintoand
out of the service park in hybrid
mode—but he said both cost and
competition were high on his agenda.

WRCj10,TAKE:SHARE

Filftoloutiine)theloold Changes ortop Ievellaiy

“Thetargetistostay at the same
cost[asthe current cars],” he
said. “[By]l making some economies
on some other technical parts of
the car we can do this, but we have
notdefined these other parts. For
the manufacturers wetry to
make the technical potential
return on investment as cost-
effective as possible.

“Theintentionistotry tohave
a cost-effective hybrid solution
because we want to stay in similar
budget car, we don’t want the
general cost for the manufacturers
toincreaselike we have seen in
some other disciplines.

“Andit’sthe sameideaforthe
competition and the performance,
theideaisto keepthisthe same. We
want to keep what we have for the
moment which meansthat all of
the manufacturers are quite close
tothe other ones—andthisallowsa
manufacturertojumpinto the
championship and be quite fast
and attherightlevelin the same
way Toyota did when it joined the
championship. We would like to see
[new manufacturers] comingin and

..............

Toyota hashybrid experience Serderidis won the last‘Class B’
open acategory tostill use the
current cars. Thelast attempt at this
was not a big success, but we have to
study itbutit’snotthe priority.”

The FIA’slast attempt at this was
the WRC Trophy, introduced for the
private drivers of World Rally Cars
produced before the end of 2016.
Greek driver Jourdan Serderidis won
theinaugural WRC Trophy after a
woefully under-supported seasonin
which only three driverstackled a
programme of any significance.

The WRC Trophy was dropped
for the 2018 season.

[potentially] being champions after
two years, thisis what we have and
we would like to see this continue.”

Asked if he thought any team
would be able to exploit a bigger
budget or—in Toyota’s case—
extensive experience of a hybrid
car competing in motorsportinthe
World Endurance Championship,
Mattonreplied: “Idon’t think this
will happen.”

One of the key considerations for
the FTA is what to do with the current
generation cars from 2022 onwards.

Matton said: “We have to see if we

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

s

Teams will be forced
to rework their cars

Yves Matton: WRC is future-ready

LOWER LEVELS WILL HAVE
T0 WAIT FOR TECHNOLOGY

The FIA hasno short-term plans to take
hybrid to the lower levels of the sport—
preferringnot tofiddle with an R5
category which is one of the most
successful in the history of the series.

While manufacturers will be running
hybrid World Rally Carsin just over two
years, internal combustion will still
rule further down the order.

“We are focusing on the World Rally
Carsfornow,” said FIA rally director Yves
Matton. “That’s for now, it doesn’t mean
no [to hybridisation at lower levels]. We
want to keep the regulationsfor R5 as close
aspossible tocurrentrules—thisis what
ismakingthe success of the category; we
have around 800 [R5] carsin competition
around the world now and the market
price for the second-hand carsisnow
coming very low. If we start to change this,
then this could affect this category hugely.

“For the medium and long-term then we
cannot say there will be no hybridisation
for some of the [lower] categoriesin
rallyingin general. But today we are
not working on it and in the future we
will see what we will do.”
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‘Yates showed great W
pace inWRC 2’ -

WRC supports report, p22

Sebastien Loeb will tackle two
nationalralliesin a Hyundai
120 Coupe WRCinthenexttwo
monthsasthe South Korean
manufacturer gears up for
Rally Germany and increases
Europe-wide promotion of
itsrally programme.

While thenine-time world
championremainsunsure
about extending his WRC
commitment beyondthe
agreed sixrallies for this
season-hissixthand
final outing of the seasonis
scheduled for Rally Spain in
October-heishappytotackle
shorter domestic events.

Hisfirstnationalrallyin
ani20 Coupe WRC will be
the Rallye Vosges next week.

Loebsaid: “Itisareal
pleasuretoreturntothe
French Rally Championship
andtobeabletorideinmy
region whereitall began.
I'mreallylooking forward
toitandtofind the special
stageslike Paysd’Ormont
and Corcieux. We are going
togain experience with the
team and miles with the car
andtopleasethefans.”

Loebwill also compete on
Rally di AlbainItaly atthe
end of July.

Hyundaiteam principal
Andrea Adamosaid Loeb’s
outings were about more
than justasphalt testingand
gettingthe carready for Rally
Germany-an event Loeb
will skip this season.

“Wearedoing what we canto

improve the car and Hyundai’s

imagearoundthe world,” said
Adamo. “Loebin Vosges will
beagreatimage for Hyundai
France-whichhasalready
madealot of activation from
this programme. We will have
lots of [guest] co-drivers at
shakedown and we bring
lots of gueststotherally.
Andthey[Hyundai France]
ispayingalotof money.
“It’sthe sameinItaly, where
Albaisputtingahuge effort.
Iwill bring two [i20] R5s to
supportthisaswell.”
Competing atlower levels
will offer Loeb seat time
without the week-long
commitmenttoa WRCround.
Asked again if he planned
to domorethanjust Spain,
he told Motorsport News:
“Idon’t wanttodomore, but
if Idon’tdomorethenit’s
difficulttobeinthe rhythm.
Tobe competitive when only
doingafewralliesisn’teasy.”

" HYUNDAIAND!
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Loeb: return
R to France

DAVID
EVANS

“Moving the WRC
cars can be a
frenetic job”

fyou’re the sort of readerwho

turns straight to the report pages

of Motorsport News and happen
upon this column moments after the
paper pops through the letterbox,
crack of dawn Wednesday,
M-Sport’s Ford Fiesta WRCs will be at

the top of the M6.

If, however, you've left these words until after
work on Friday and you're coming to them around
1800hrs, M-Sport’s Ford Fiesta WRCs will also
be at the top of the M6.

We talked an awful lot about the race through the
Andes to get from round five in Argentina to round
sixin Chile in just over a week. By comparison with
what the teams are doing right now, that South
American jaunt was fairly straightforward.

Meet Bob. Bob Baker's anintegral part of
M-Sport Ford World Rally Team’s success, but for
the next 10 days, the weight of the whole operation
sits squarely on his shoulders. He's the man driving

Volkswagen Motorsport calls in the experts to find out why new R3s are catching fire hocars norh from Portugal south fo Sardinia,

He'llbe delivering a trio of World Rally Cars back
to Dovenby at 0500-0600hrs on Wednesday
morning and leaving with them freshly re-prepared
at 1700-1800hrs on Friday evening.

“It's exciting,” said Baker. “This is part of the rally,
the logistics behind everything. It's greattobe in
the middle of something like this.

“I set out from Matosinhos on Sunday evening
and have to go north into Spain to get on aboat
in Bilbao. That ferry's at 1400hrs on Monday and
it's the only boat — there's no room on any other
boats. | have to make it. There's some margin built
in, but notalot.”

A 30-hour crossing should have Bob and his
precious cargo docking in Poole around 1800hrs
on Tuesday evening. Rested and raring to go,
the aim is to make it from the south coast to
Cockermouth in under nine hours.

“I drive for around four hours, then take my
mandatory 45-minute breaks,” said Baker. “I'm
hoping to be into M-Sport for about 0500hrs on
Wednesday morning. There will be some
technicians there ready to take the cars from me
and they start working straight away.”

The team will then run a full strip and rebuild of
the cars before putting them back on the truck
just after lunch on Friday.

Baker continued: “I'll leave about 1700hrs, get
down to the Chunnel and look to get a couple of
hours into France before | have to stop. I'll have a
long break then before there's another nine hours
driving. Unfortunately | won't be able to get out of
France before we have to stop driving at 2200hrs
on Saturday —trucks aren't allowed to drive in
France on Sunday.

“Soon as 2200hrs on Sunday comes, I'llbe
heading straight for the boatin Genoafora
1730hrs boat on Monday. A 12-hour crossing
gets me in Porto Torres early Tuesday morning
ready for the final 45-minute journey across to
Alghero where the boys will be waiting with the
service park already set-up.”

du Chablaisin Switzerland.

The Hannover-based team has
told MN itis working “nightand
day” tofind the cause and fixany
issuesonthecar.

A Volkswagen spokesman said:
“We know the fires are comingat
therearof the cars, butit’s very

-

Xavier Demaison confirmed the
teamisready to make whatever
specification changes are
necessary tothecar.

Demaison said: “Thisismore
important than performance or
finding another tenth of asecond
per stage. We are working tofind
thereason and we already have
someideas—butany new parts
still have to be tested in simulated
conditions before we bring them.

“But we have done this before
welland, we candoitagain.”

Volkswagen Motorsporthas
sold 30 Polo GTIR5s, five of
which have now suffered afire
with varying degrees of damage.

Ole Christian Veiby was able
tostophiscarnexttoafire
truck in Portugal. Thefire
was extinguished, offering
valuableinsightinto whatand
where the carignited.

Volkswagen Motorsportis
working with fire analysis
expertstohelpidentify the
cause of the blazes which have
claimed five Polo GTIR5s.
Three Polos caught fire
last weekend, two at Rally of
Portugal and one on the Rallye

difficult tofind precise details
when we arelosing the car
completely to the fire. Sometimes
we are ending up with just metal.

“Thisis why we are bringing
intheexperts, people who are
working with fire all the time
and can give us amore detailed
picture of whatishappening.”

The cars caughtfireona
variety of ralliesand in various
conditions—including gravel and
asphalt—but the common theme
isof thefire manifestingitself
attherear. There’s speculation
thatafuel tank breather could
bepartof the problem.

“It’shard tofindacommon
cause [for thefires],” said the
spokesman, “but thisis priority
1 x number one for us. We will find

- AT o o s thisissue.”
Veiby’s Rally Portugal was ruined by another car fire teZﬁﬁzmaiigcﬁitgﬁ%ﬁs-

Evans: Greensmith looks comfortahle on step up to WRC level

M-Sport Ford World Rally Team
leader Elfyn Evanshas praised
fellow Brit Gus Greensmith’s
debutatthesport’shighest
levelin Portugal last week.
Greensmith impressed hugely
onhisdebutinaFord Fiesta
WRC, runninginside the top
10for all but one stage through
the mainstay of thefirsttwo
days. Unfortunately for the
22-year-old he slid off theroad
on Saturday afternoon’sfinal
testand then hitabank following

he’smade the transition well.”
Greensmith, whoishopeful of
arepeat Fiesta WRC outinglater
intheseason, said: “It’sabit
disappointing that we didn’t get
through thefinal stage, butI’ve
achieved whatI wanted toin
showing some good speed.I’'ve
waited alongtimetodothisand
it’slived upto whatIhopedit
would be. I'm pleased with the
speed we’veshown.”
Greensmith willbebacktoa
Ford Fiesta R5on Rally Italy.

the Fafe jump on the powerstage.
Despite those twoincidents

Greensmith wasrightin the mix

postingtimes close to his M-Sport

team-mates Evans and Teemu

Suninen on some stages.
Evanssaid: “Iknow what

the paceislike at thislevel and

what Gus did wasimpressive

in Portugal.Ialso know what

it’sliketomake that stepup

and come to drive a World

Rally Carfor thefirst time,

everythingissoquick. But

Greensm1th late crash drama

New Skoda Fahia RS Evo can he a title winner, says Rovanpera

the WRC 2Pro class throughout
the event, with the Finn taking

Kalle Rovanperahas praised
Skoda’s work with its all-new

with this car, but the differencein
the speed on the stagesis coming

FabiaR5Evoafter takinga back-to-back wins following his because the cariseasiertodrive. Fortunately for Bob, once ltaly’s done, the cars

debut class win atlast week’s Chilean successlast time out. When the car’snicelike this, it aren't needed in Finland for another seven weeks

Rally of Portugal. Rovanperawaspleased withthe  feelseasiertodrivefaster. asthe series moves into its summer break.
Theall-new Fabias of speed the new car showed out of “Wehave enough with this car

Rovanperaand team-mate Jan
Kopecky were at thefront of

thebox. “Wedid alot of testing,”
hesaid. “Wehavelots of new parts

tostayaheadinR5, butlike the
lastcar, there’smoretocome.”

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

Rovanpera:happy with Fabia

i
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BRIT YATES TO RETURN
TO YPRES RALLY

WRC 2 driver eyes up success after
strong showing in Portugal

One of the favourites for Ypres

By David Evans

Rhys Yates will return to the
British Rally Championship for
this month’s Ypres Rally — and he
goes to Belgium on a high after
what he described as his strongest
ever WRC 2 performance at last
week’s Rally of Portugal.

Yates’s times aboard his family-run
Skoda Fabia R5tumbled through the
Matosinhos-based event, culminating
in hismaidenfastest R5split time
at WRClevel onthe secondrun
through Fafe.

The Chesterfield driver, who was
thefirst Britever to win Rally van
Wervik —atraditional Ypres warm-up—
last season, says he wants toput
his newfound WRC experience to
good use on the European asphalt.

“We're goingthere to have some
fun,” hetold MN.

“It’sthe samereason we went to Pirelli
International Rally in April.It’sjusta
bit more seat time. If the WRC has shown
meonethinginthefourroundsI’'ve
donethisyear,it’show crucialitisto
bein the car asmuch aspossible.

“InPortugal last week, it wasamazing

= "m P e = —

. e

how everythingjust clicked for me on
thefinal stage on Saturday afternoon.
Wehad three splitsin that Amarante
stage which wereright there, righton
themoney and then the times on
Sunday were good enough for usto
finishfourthin WRC2.”

Yates missed out on an overall result
after suffering two punctureson
Friday’sfinal test.

With only one spare, he was forced
toretire and return under Rally 2
regulationsto complete the event.

“Itwould have beennice totakea
result from Portugal and it could have

LT

Yates will drive
Skoda Fabia R5

beenareally interestingone,” he said.

“Butthere’sabigpartof methat
thinksI’d have started to chase that
result from Saturday and probably
not haverelaxed and let the driving
flowinthewayitdid.It’sall positive
from Portugal and I want to take that
forward to Ypres.

“LastyearIwentto Ypresand tried
to win the thingfrom the first corner.
Ithink we went off four times on the
first stage.

“It’ll be a slightly different approach
thistime, but,likeIsaid, it’sjust to get
back in the car and enjoy ourselves.”

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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Camilli will drive the car

New M-Sport Fiesta
RS to run on Ypres

M-Sport’snew Ford FiestaR5
will be debuted at the Ypres Rally
later thismonth by Eric Camilli.

The Frenchman was thefirst to
drive Volkswagen’s Polo GTIR5in
the World Rally Championshipin
Spainlast year and now hereturns
to M-Sporttotake thekeystothe
Cumbrian squad’slatest R5.

“Eric’sthe obvious onefor
us,” said team principal Richard
Millener. “He’s done alot of
development work with us
and we’resurehe’ll doagood
job—even though we're only
runningaszerocar.”

The Fiesta R5’shomologation
dateisscheduled for July 1, with
afirst WRC outing comingatthe
end of themonth in Finland, when
Gus Greensmith will drive the car.

Millener added: “It’s quite
possible the car will compete for
thefirsttimein private handsin
thefirst couple of weeksin July,
but we’re happy for that—thisis
acustomer car. Ypresmakesa
lot of senseforusaswell, it’sthe
biggest asphalt event outside of
the WRCin central Europe. It’sa
bigmarketand, of course, it’s
where we used the original Fiesta
R5forthefirsttimebackin 2013.”
@ Bryan Bouffier will drivea
Ford Fiesta WRC in the Ypres
Rally Masters, meaning atleast
two current generation World
Rally Cars start the new section
of the Belgian classic, joining
Thierry Neuville’s Hyundai i20.

More to come from Mitsuhishi, says Smyth McEriean remaining calm

Alan Smyth believes he has yet
tofully tapinto the potential of
his R4-specification Mitsubishi
Lancer E10, despite securing
amaiden win with the car on
the National B element of the
Easter StagesRally in April.

The 31-year-old inherited
thelead early on day two and
went on to win by almost 16
seconds. It was only Smyth’s
second outing this season
owing to work pressures and
the birth of hisfirst child.

He admits theresult has given
him new-found confidence with
the car, which hefirst used in
2017, ahead of July’s Down
Rally and the following
month’s Ulster Rally.

“TadmitIdid surprise myself

with that performance,” he
told Motorsport News.

“Ithas done my belief no
harm whatsoever, that’s for
sure, and it demonstrates that
the carismore than capable.
Thereisalot more speed to
come fromit-I'm definitely
nowhere near the car’slimits.”

Hehas the Lakeland Stages
and the Bushwhackerrallies
penned into his schedule as
well as the Galloway Hills Rally.

“Ihave heard somuch about
Galloway Hills and how the
stages overthere are fast
and flowing,” he said.

“It sounds completely
different towhatI know in
NorthernIreland, soI’'m
keentoexperienceit.”

g

National B win went to Smyth on the Easter Stages

after JBRC success

Junior British Rally Championship
pointsleader Josh McErleaninsists
heisnotallowing himself to get carried
away with the hype surrounding his
victory onthelatestround.

McErlean finished 53 seconds clear
of fellow Ulsterman and Peugeot 208 R2
driver William Creighton on the Pirelli
Rallyin April toopenupan 11-point
buffer at the season’s mid-point.

Itwas McErlean’s second straight
winintheseries after his breakthrough
performance on the West Cork Rally in
Marsh. The Kilrea-based driverinsists
heisdetermined tokeepalevel head.

“The whole teamis over the moon -

they have waited alongtime for these kind

of results,” he told Motorsport News.
“Yes, things might belooking good for
usrightnow in the points standings, but

Two wins on the trot for McErlean

Iknow thereisstill alot to play for with
three very difficult rounds remaining.

“Our Pirelliresult shows that we
have winning pace on the two surfaces
[Tarmac and gravel] aseach require
adifferent type of driving style.

“Thisbrings with it another huge
confidence boost as we start tothink
about thenextround overin Ypres.”

McErlean’slatest triumph also
pocketed him £2500in prize money
from Peugeot UK and Total.
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David Bogie will return to the Donegal
National Rally for the first time since
hisvictory three yearsago, but will
missthenextround of the British
Rally Championshipin Ypres.

The 2011 BRC championisthird
in the standings nine points adrift
of Tom Cave.

Thenextround of the championship
in Belgium is the week after Donegal,
but Bogie has opted not tocompete
and has sold his Skoda Fabia R5.

Instead he will use his Ford Escort
Mk2inIreland.

“I'vemissed Donegal thelast two
years with my British championship
commitments,” Bogie told MN.
“Thisyear onthePirelli Rally, OK
we got some solid pointsbutIdidn’t
particularly enjoy therally.”

“I'Ypres]isagreatevent, butIjust
wanted togotoDonegalasI've
obviously got fond memories of when
we won the National eventin 2016.In
my rallying career that was certainly
one of the high points.

“I'mdesperate to goback and enjoy
therally, enjoy the hospitality and, of
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DGIE BACK TO DONEGAL
R0 ESCORT Mk2

withaburst oil pipein the Escort’s
lastouting on the Cavan Stages.

“Iwanttousethecarmore,Ireally
enjoyed the competition with Gary
[Kiernan]in Cavan, it wasjust
whatrallying should be,” he said.

“Both driversdrivinghard, none of
the b******t just proper competition
andIlovedtheday.

“Ultimately if we can getagoodrun
onthe Donegal Rally then we’ll see
whereittakes usfrom there, butIrish
rallying at the minuteis just booming
and certainly, in the modified section,
everybody is at the top of their game
so certainly goinginto Donegal it’ll
behardtopick awinner.”

The Scotalsohasn’truled out using
Ypresashisdropped scoreinthe BRC
titlehunt, and could returntothe
seriesfor the Ulster.

Hesaid: “Obviously without going
to Belgium my British title hopes take
afairbit of akick. Nowthat’snotto
saylcan’tuseitasmy dropped score.

“Iknow the chances of Matt
[Edwards] and Tom [Cave] both not
finishing on any other rally would

Escort retired
on Cavan Stages

andusethat.”

course, I'vebuilt this brand new Escort
MKk2soit’sagreat opportunity togo

Bogie’s plans after Donegal areupin
theairbutheiskeentoachieveastrong
resultin two weeks’ time, havingretired

be quiteslim, buton Ypresanything
can happen from going off and
gettingstuckinaditch or having
mechanical problems. It’salong
hardrally soit’s [the championship]
notover by any means.”

Mini Epynt Stages L itch for Wood on M Kelly ‘looking to up £
could returnin 2020  Late car switch for Wood on Munster the ante’ in Donega
Organisers of the Mini Epynt Former winner of the Circuit potential, I can see what the Three-time Donegal
Stages are hopeful the popular of Munster Rally Steve Wood other boys are doing with International Rally winner
event will return next year madeadramaticlate switch them youknow.” Manus Kelly admits defending
following the cancellation of vehicle forlast weekend’s Another Welsh aceinnew histitle willnot be easy as
of therallyin2019. eventand competedin Daragh surroundings at the Circuit he preparestoreturntothe
Anumber of issues, including O’Riordan’sright-hand-drive of Munster was Melvyn event later thismonth.
ashortage of volunteersin key Ford FiestaRS WRC. Evans, whofinished seventh Kelly is the top seed for
positions and the event’s sponsor The 2016 winner, who has in hisright-hand-drive round five of the Irish Tarmac
pulling out, meant Herefordshire regularly rallied a Subaru Skoda FabiaR5. Championship but, unlike a
Motor Club-organisers of ImprezaS11, managedtocome “Tamreally shocked with number of leading names who
therally whichrunsover the home eighth, having only had the car and how gooditis have made the switch to World
famous Epynt Military Ranges— abrief test before therally. really,” hesaid. Rally Cars for the three-day
were forced to cancel it. “Itallhappened last “Itishardtojudgethe meeting, Kelly has decided
The11th runningof eventhad Wednesday and we picked braking becauseitdoesn't tostick with his Hyundai
been duetotake placelast month, itupon Friday,” he said. dipthenoselikethecars Motorsport-backed i20 R5.
butplans are already beingmade “It’sagood carand thank Tamused toandIam finding His three outright Donegal
tohold therally in 2020. GodIhave Keith [Moriarty, thegripwithit.” victories have all comeina
Clerk of the course, Mike Pugh, co-driver] with measheknows Am=—— 512B Subaru Impreza World
said: “When we did put it [entries] thecar. Ithoughtwehada ; , Rally Car—buthefeelsthe
online within the hourit was puncture on thefirststage / y \I decision to stick with an R5for
normally full. but we neverdid, it was ’/ ] hishomeround of the series
“Wehave had alot of people thecarjustmoving M:ﬂf;‘}” will benefit him longer-term.
[getintouch since we cancelled about you know. P e “Imakenobonesaboutit
it], we’ve had phone calls, emails “Itwill takea : i whenIsaylamservingmy
and contact on social media. few morerallies apprenticeshipinR5,” said
“Asitstands wehaveadate togetonthepace, Kelly, who will have Donall
with the Ministry of Defence [for it was wet forthe Barrett as co-driver.
nextyear] and it sounds positive laststage sowe “Thelastfour yearshave
thatit’sgoingtorun, but wedo saw a different been phenomenal for me but
need tofind a sponsor.It’sonthe elementtothe this year represents anew
agenda for our annual gene”ral car.Ithasgreat Wood drove O'Riordan’s Fiesta RS WRC chapter. [ have taken onanew
meetingattheend of June. challenge by moving over to

Kelly (1) with co-driver Barrett after winning the eventin 2018

the R5 class, which hashad ups
and downssofar.

“The wholeleft-hand-drive
and left-foot braking has proven
tobe amuch bigger challenge
thanIthoughtit would be but
itissuchagreatclassand I will
belookingtouptheanteon
homesoil.”

If Kelly returns to the top step
of the podium this month then

he would become the first
person in history toretain
the Jim Kennedy Memorial
Trophy for afourth time.
“Donegal only comes once a
year and you have to make the
most of the opportunity [to win
it whenitdoes,” said Kelly.
“It’sgoingto be difficult but
I’'mlooking forward to getting
stuckin.”

Srh & 911 NoVEMBER . ...

WWW.MANXAUTOSPORT.ORG/ RALLY
POKER-STARS

just'been

The 100 plus miles stage rally will take place over
many, of the lsle of Man's iconicistages thatihave

used on thisiyear’s National event. They

include Keristal, Ronague, St Marks, Druidale,
Staarvey and everyone’s favourite Baldwin's.

Vorunteers Wantep




Manx Autosport are pleased fo announce
the PokerStars Rally dates for 2019!

The 100 plus miles stage rally will

take place on its historical dates: VO I_U NTE E RS WANTE D

To ensure we successfully and safely run
this event we need the following:

Using many iconic stages that have B Stug.e commanders —
just been used on this year's National — Time keepers —
event. They include Keristal, Ronague, — Radio operators —
St Marks, Druidale, Staarvey and — Marshals —
everyone's favourite Baldwin's.  ®

Heavily discounted event travel and accommodation packages are soon fo be announced

To register your interest please contact our volunteer liaison officer
Alison on 07624 287178 or emall volunteers@manxautosport.org

Welcome to the home of discounted ferry travel...
TEeam

coordirn Discounted Ferry Specialists for Sport Competitors,
Supporters, Organisers, Marshals & Spectators

V) ~_

Are you looking for a great deal on a ferry
crossing to your next event or meeting?

Look no further! Team Coordin8 offer
some of the best ferry deals around, to
ALL competitors, sports people, tourers,
marshals, supporters, and enthusiasts!

Just give us a call with your route, vehicle
type, dates and times and we will get you
the very best fare with the most flexibility
we can!

Discounts are available on most routes
between the UK and Ireland or Europe!

Pick up the phone now! All our best
dates are available direct over the phone!
Remember, you don’t get if you don't ask!

01904 766 787

Open Monday to Thursday 10am to 4pm  f ¥ www.teamcoordin8.com
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Circuit of Mlunster

By MartinWalsh

Organiser: Limerick Motor Club When: June 2 Where:
Limerick, Co. Limerick Championships: Irish National Rally
Championship, West Coast Rally Championship Stages: 9

Starters:117.

Recovery and resilience were the
trademarks of Josh Moffett’s
21.1-second victory in the Circuit
of Munster Rally that signalled the
halfway mark of theIrish National
Rally Championship.

Co-driven by Andy Hayes aboard
their Ford Fiesta RS WRC, they
moved intothelead on the third
stage and withstood the challenges
of Declan Boyle/Brian Boyle (Ford
Fiesta WRC)and Donagh Kelly/
Conor Foley (Ford Focus WRC).
The Boyle cousinsfinished second

. withRoy White/James O’Brien 24.1s

furtherbehind to complete a Fiesta
RS WRClock-out of the top three.
Kelly/Foley were forced toretire
with abroken throttle spring.

Kelly, Boyle and Moffett posted
therespective top times on the three
stages of the openingloop. Kelly
reckoned his tyres were suited to the
opening pair of stages butnot the
third, and longest stage, of therally.
Boyle, quickest on the shortest stage
(§8S2)felt the suspension needed
tweaking while Moffett, whohad a
transmission sensor issue for the
openingstages, fared best on SS3to
lead Kelly by 4.8 seconds with Boyle
another 4.7 seconds adrift.

White wasfourth and lucky after
amajor moment on SS3 when his
Fiesta went sidewaysintoahedge.

AttheLimerick service park Boyle
rectified the suspension and fitted

~ freshPirellisall-round. Theresult
" transformedthe carand he was

quickestontherepeatof all
three stages. A pragmatic Moffett
remarked hejust couldn’tgetintothe
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Photo: Martin Walsh

groove as Boyle cut the deficit tofour
seconds. The challenge intensified
when Kelly, despite a clutch problem,
joined Boylein equal second. White’s
reason for being 26.1 seconds away
from apodium spot washonest. “I'm
notbrave enough,” he admitted.

Kelly departed the contest when
the throttle springbroke on stage
seven as Moffett putin ablistering
performance overthefinal three
stagesto win from Boyle and White.

Cathan McCourt(Subarulmpreza
WRC S14) wasfourth, surviving
clutch trouble and an altercation
withachicanebale. Welsh ace
Hugh Hunter (Ford Focus WRC05)
suffered through thelongstage
with tyres that went off on SS3 but
managed to salvagefifth.

Lateentry Stephen Wright (Fiesta
R5) continued toincreasehispace
astherally progressed, as did Mel
Evansintheright-hand-drive Skoda
Fabia R5. Steve Wood (Impreza S11
WRC), two-wheel-drive winner
Paul Reid (Ford Escort Mk2) and
the Group N MitsubishiLancer
E9of Niall Devine completed
thetop10.

Results

1 Josh Moffett/Andy Hayes (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) 56m21.4s;
2 Declan Boyle/Brian Boyle (Fiesta RS WRC) +21.1s; 3 Roy
White/James 0'Brien (Fiesta RS WRC); 4 Cathan McCourt/
Barry McNulty (Subaru Impreza $14 WRC); 5 Hugh Hunter/
Rob Fagg (Ford Focus WRC05); 6 Stephen Wright/ Liam
Moynihan (Fiesta R5); 7 Melvyn Evans/Mark Glennerster
(Skoda Fabia R5); 8 Steve Wood/ Keith Moriarty (Impreza
S11 WRC); 9 Paul Reid/ Karl Reid (Ford Escort Mk2);

10 Niall Devine/Mac Kierans (Mitsubishi Lancer E9).

Class winners: Desmond Roche/ Mairead Duane (Honda
Civic); Eamonn Kelly/ Conor Mohan (Fiesta R2); Michael
Rodgers/Aiden Connolly (Civic); Devine/ Kierans; Wright/
Moynihan; McCourt/ McNulty; Lloyd Hutchinson/Willie
Fitzpatrick (Austin Mini Cooper S); Gordon Dreaper/ Derek
Bovenizer (Peugeot 205 GTi); Tommy Foley/ Cathal Keane
(Civic); William Nolan/Shane 0°Mahony (Toyota Corolla);
Maurice Meskell/ Stephen Meskell (Escort); Sean Moran/
Jonathan Keane (Escort Mk2); Reid/Reid; lan Roche/
Anthony Nestor (Impreza $10 WRC); Kieran Reen/Mark
0’Leary (Civic); Jordan Hone/Aileen Kelly (Opel Adam R2);
Luke McCarthy/David Hogan (Escort RS); Darren McKelvey/
Dean 0'Sullivan (Lancer E9).
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Skeete survives rally of attrition as five-time winner Panton suffers injuries

SolRally Barbados

By JackBenyon

It was supposed to be his year, but with just
threemilesto goon Friday, Rob Swann’s
dream and year-round conquest to win
Rally Barbados was over, as a Bajan finally
reclaimed the title with Dane Skeete and
Tyler Mayhew victorious.

After crackingthe crank on the King of
the Hill pre-event, the Brit Swann had
ordered anew engine fromthe UK buta
hold up at Gatwick meantitdidn’tarrive
in time and Swann had to take his chances.

He set fastest time on thefirst stage and
would haveled by over aminutehad he
made theend of the day, where anew
engine was waiting for him. He promised
toreturn ashenears10startsontheevent.

His evergreenrival Jeffrey Panton
spun on the same stage Swann retired on,
whichleft him chargingtorecovertime
all weekend. Thefive-time winner didn’t
regain asmuch ashe wantedtoandon
Sunday’sfirst stage, hehita tree after
clippingakerbin afastseries of corners
and cametoadead stopfrom 116mph,

luckily escaping with his life. As MN went
toprintheremainsin alocal hospital with
abroken collarbone and broken ribs but
the Jamaican is thankfully stable. His
co-driver Michael Fennell Jr suffered only
minorinjuries. Had theimpact with the
tree come sixinches further forward there
would have been no champagne sprayed at
thefinish such was the severity of the crash.
Skeete was supposed to belearning his
car and beddingin gently, but after the
Friday carnage hefound himself in the
lead. Drivinga WRC car for thefirst time -
having been given the Subaru Impreza
S12B by his 13-time winning father Roger
‘The Sheriff’ Skeete—he made overshoots
ontwo of thefirst three stages and then
struggled with a gear selectionissue.
But with the help of Swann’s engineer
theissue was soon sorted and hemanaged
agap of over aminute to the finish.
Havingbeen rallying since the 1980s,
evergreen Brit Roger Duckworth took
second place ahead of afierce R5battle.
Rallycross driver Andy Scott’s car went
over thefinish ramp on a flatbed pickup
inwhathastobearally first, having

crashed on the non-timed superspecial to
end theevent. Wales Rally GB National
rally winner Tom Preston battled hardin
his Skoda Fabia R5, butlost time on softer
tyres on Sunday morning.

After oneof the most attritional rallies
inrecent memory, crews were happy to
gettothe end of the over 70 mile event,
and were greeted at the Vauclusefinish
by aslip and slide tunnel covered with
fairyliquid asis therally’s tradition.
Results
1 Dane Skeete/Tyler Mayhew (Subaru Impreza $12B WRC)
1h06m45.18s; 2 Roger Duckworth/ Mark Broomfield (Impreza WRC)

+1m00.88s; 3 Andy Scott/ Laura Connell (Ford Fiesta R5); 4 Tom
Preston/ Carl Williamson (Skoda Fabia R5); 5 Roger Hill/ Graham

Gittens (Toyota Corolla WRC); 6 David Coelho/Barry Ward (Fiesta R5);

T Graham Coffey/Jack Morton (Fiesta); 8 Nigel Worswick/Sophie
Buckland (Ford Escort RS Cosworth); 9 Avinash Chatrani/Andrew
Skeete (Mitsubishi Lancer E6); 10 Andrew Mallalieu/ Geoff Goddard
(Impreza).

Class winners: Skeete/ Mayhew; Stuart Maloney/Justin Maloney
(Citroen C2); Jason Harewood/ Shawn Eversley (Toyota Starlet);
Hill/ Gittens; Stan Hartling/Jeremy Croney (BMW M3); Chris Ullyett/
Chantal Ullyett (Escort); Edward Corbin/Johnathan Alleyne (Daihatsu
Charmont); Alex Allingham/Ross Weir (Escort Mk2); Andrew Costin-
Hurley/Rob Brook (Ford Puma); Andrew Jones/ Lindsey Pilkington
(Escort Mk2) Scott/ Connell; lan Warren/Robert Warren (BMW
Compact); Edward Perry/Kyle Gill (Mitsubishi Colt).

Photo: Nicholas Bhajan
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Skeete and Mayhew took victory aboard Subaru Impreza 1 ZBC
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The premier on-track insurer for
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and Single Seater Racing Teams.

*Subject to underwriting criteria. Grove & Dean Motorsport Insurance is a trading name of Grove & Dean Motorsport Ltd.
Grove & Dean Motorsport Ltd are an appointed representative of Grove & Dean Ltd. Grove & Dean Ltd are an independent
intermediary who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). For your security calls may be recorded.
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THRUXTON MOTORSPORT CELEBRATION: BARC BY MARCUS PYE & STEFAN MACKLEY

REDEMPTIONFOR

BELLINGER/AHLERS

The second Stirling Moss/

RAC Woodcote Trophy 1950s’
sportscar race topped Thruxton’s
Motorsport Celebration

meeting, with hard-earned
victories for Keith Ahlers/Billy
Bellinger (Lola Mk1 Prototype)
and Malcolm Paul/Rick Bourne
(Lotus-Bristol X).

Relayed by Bellinger, Ahlers was
leading Saturday’s opener when a
front suspension link mount collapsed
fourlapsfromhome. Ben Adams’s
LolaMK1 shot pastto win, but Ahlers
salvaged second, ahead of Andrew
Smith (Cooper Monaco), and the
Lister-Jaguars of John Spiers/

Tiff Needell and Caterham ace
Peter Ratcliff.

“My Sunday brief wastokeep the
leadersin sight, then let Billy work his
magic,” said Ahlers, who saw Adams
pit with amisfire on the greenflaglap.
Afteragrippinglead scrap between
Spiers, Ratcliff, Smith and Patrick
Blakeney-Edwards (Cooper T38) had
diluted, Bellinger hunted the big guns
down. “We’vefinished second, but
not won a Stirling Moss Trophy race
outrightbefore,” grinned Ahlers.
“It’smy wife Susan’s car and our
40th wedding anniversary today,
soit’sthe perfect present.”

cars competedinSp

RAC Woodcote/Stirling Historic Touring

Moss Trophy Gar Challenge
Race 1: Ben Adams Race 1: Steve Dance
(Lola Mk1) (Ford Capri RS3100)

Race 2: Keith Ahlers/Billy
Bellinger (Lola Mk1 Prototype)

Race 2: Ric Wood
(Ford Capri RS3100)

SRCC Sports 2000 IPA[H
Races 1&2: Michael Gibbins Races 1&2: Ben Tinkler/Andy
(MCR 82) Wolfe (Ford Lotus Cortina)

orts 2000 races, as Gibbins (76) won both

HRDC Classic
Alfa Challenge
Chris Snowdon (Alfetta GTV)

Historic Formula Junior,
Front-Engined

Races 1&2: Ray Mallock
(U2 Mk2)

HRDG Coys 100 Trophy
Touring Cars

Peter Chambers

(Ford Lotus Cortina)

Historic Formula Junior,
Rear-Engined
Races 1&2: Andrew Hibberd
(Lotus 22)

HRDC Allstars

Allen Tice (Marcos 1800GTS)

Ratcliff, Blakeney-Edwards and
Spiers/Needell chased, ahead of
Woodcote Trophy winners Paul/
Bourne, their ex-Mike Anthony
Lotus’ rear flank dented by Paul
Pochciol’sJaguar C-typeat Allard
after Saturday’s start. Bourne
superbly overcame Karl Jonesin
Ben Eastick’s D-type, with the Cs of
Pochciol/James Hanson and Saturday
winner Rudi Friedrichs close behind.

Sports 2000 provided contemporary
contrast with a stunning 33-car grid of
200bhp Ford Duratec-engined cars
and Pintos. Michael Gibbins (MCR S2)
hurtled toadouble, cutting the event’s
bestracelap of 1m15.041s(113.02mph).
After an overnight engine change,
transmission pinion failure stopped
Charles Hall (Gunn T'S11) while
second in the opener, as defending
champion Tom Stoten benefitedina
sister car. Snetterton winner Hall
screamed from 28th to second in the
afternoon’s secondrace, as Stoten
spun but kept third.

Paul Streat (Lola T87/90) twice
bested the Pinto pack and “as abit
of aSports 2000 geek” was overjoyed

LIGHTNING STRIKES FOR THE MORTON FAMILY

A special guest was on hand to watch the
Lightning Envoyette of Pete Mortonin
Formula Junior action last weekend,
astheoriginal owner of the car, Alec
Lightning, visited Thruxton.

Therear-engined machine was thelast
FJ designed by Les Redmond - creator of
the Gemini Mk3 and Diggory Gwyniad -
and was built by Sewell and King.

Intended as the successor to the Envoy
MKk2, it was acquired by Lightning before
beingrebuiltin 1963.

“Iworked at aresearch establishment
andIwasincharge of the garages,”
recalls Lightning.

“The set-up, workshop and engineers,
was first-class and I took advantage
because I knew them so well, they were
very happy todo it [rebuild the car].

“Wehadalottodotofinish the chassis
and there wasn’t any bodywork.”

Lightning even made contact with
legendary Formula 1 designers Colin
Chapman and John Cooper in the
hope of receiving further assistance
with therebuild.

Sadly, Lightning never got torace the

completed car after crashingitona
testingrunin 1963.

The damaged one-of-a-kind carlay
dormant for 30 years before former British
Formula 3 driver Steve Bradley acquired
itfrom Lightning and went on to win the
Historic FJ Championship with itin 1993.

After thatit was sold to Jim Diggory,
before Morton’s father, Alex, boughtit
for his sonadecade ago.

“This car came up for sale,I thoughtit’s
unusual, should be reasonably quick so I
wentand boughtit,” says Morton Sr, who
currently races one of only two Condor
SII’sinthefront-engined FJ category.

“I'vedriven it one season when we
swapped cars and I actually took it to
New Zealand at the beginning of this
year [and won the FJ winter title].

“Duncan Rabagliati [chairman of FJ]
hasdonealot of research and history
intothe carastowhetheritwasa
genuine Formula Junior asit
neverracedin period.

“That’s one of the nice things about
Formula Junior, it’srun by areal expert
onthehistory of the cars and we’ve got

atechnical director who makes sure
all the carsrunasthey should be.”

Having become aware the car was still
racing, Lightning’s son Neil contacted
the FJ website and was putin touch
with the Mortons.

Lightning Sr was able to meet
the Mortonsfor thefirst timelast
weekend and witnessed a pulsating
battle for the winin Saturday’s first
rear-engined FJ race.

Morton Jrjumped polesitter Andrew
Hibberd’s Lotus 22 off the line but by the
time theyreached the chicane attheend
of the openinglaphehadlost thelead.

He shadowed Hibberd throughout, but
had to settle for second just 0.147s adrift
atthe chequeredflag.

It wasasimilarstory inthe secondrace,
asheagainfinished runner-up to Hibberd.

“Thelast five years or sohave been a
bitmore successful [since we got the
car],” says Morton Jr.

“The cardancesandit’sanice car
todrive.”

“It’sfantastictoseeitracing,”
was Lightning Sr’s assessment.

tobe awarded the Ian Taylor Trophy
inmemory of the 1979-°80 British
champion who developed Thruxton’s
racingschool. Jonathan Loader (Tiger
SC80) pipped Hugo Besley for Historic
gold inrace one. In an equally frenetic
sequel, SRCC chief Colin Feyerabend
(LolaT492) stalked Juerg Tobler
(Royale S2000M) then ousted the
Swissforthe honour.

In the Ford Capri’s 50th anniversary
year both Historic Touring Car
Challengeracesfell to a sonorous 3.4-
litre GAA V6-engined ETC evocation,
but misfortune struck equally. On
Saturday, Steve Dance’s pursuer Ric
Wood retired his car whenits steering
rack worked loose. Wood was catching
Dance on Sunday when plumes of oil
smoke meant Dance was called in.

Inthefirstrace, Mike Grant Peterkin
ranoutof gripin Fred Wakeman’s
muscular Rover SD1 and was
overhauled for abrilliant second by
Tim Clarkein father Ken’s Hepolite
version, in which Steve Soper started
Thruxton’s 1983 British Saloon Car
Championsip round from pole.
Fourth were Spiers/Needell who
beat Pochciol/Hanson and Ludo
Lindsay in a Tony Dron Trophy
Group1Caprirout.

The Rovers’ order wasreversed
behind victor Wood on Sunday as
Spiers’ opening-lap retirement eased
Hanson/Pochciol’s Tony Dron
Trophy task and the protracted
Alfa Romeo tussle between Paul
Clayson (GTV6)and Darren
Roberts (2000 GTV) entertained.

Andy Wolfe’s sorcerer’s apprentice—
Formula Ford ace and team mechanic
Ben Tinkler —did such a greatjob
staving off Neil Brown’s similar Lotus
Cortinain both U2TCracesthatthe
boss’s chase-down powers werenot
required in a disappointing 10-car
field. Instead, Wolfe gave virtuoso
demonstrations of precision drifting.

All seven Lotus Cortinas satline-
asterninthe pitsduring Saturday’s
mandatory stops, from which Brown
beat Graham Pattle/Mark Burton and
John Spierstosecond. Brown’sfive-
second penalty for exceedingtrack
limits on Sunday dropped him behind
Spiers and Burton/Pattle. Fifth
on both days were Peter Baldwin/
Graham Churchill (Mini Cooper S).

Frontand rear-engined Formula
Junior double-headers were decided
by wonderfully clean battles.

Ray Mallock won the ‘puller’
contestsin one of his genial latefather
Major Arthur’s early U2 designs,
shadowed by Chris Drakeinthe
Terrier Mk4 which wasraced by
engine guruBrian Hartin the opener.
Third after Peter dela Roche’sLola’s
engine spewed its oil out was the
Alexis Mk2 of StuartRoach, described
by Mallock Sr as “undriveable” in
itsday. Caughtoutbyracetwo’s
start procedure, Drake charged
back to third behind dela Roche, the
weekend’s bestlap a consolation.
Early F5000 racer Mike Walker
was fifth on both outingsina
front-wheel-drive Bond.

The ‘pusher’ races were equally
exciting. Watched on Saturday by
AlecLightning (see below), Pete
Morton wrestled with Andrew
Hibberd (ex-Jens-Christian Legarth
Lotus22) on both days, and led
briefly, but hisrival was too fast.
“It’staken seven yearsto break
my jinx here,” said Hibberd.

Fresh from the Historic Racing
Drivers’ Club’s solodebut at Lydden
Hill, competitorsfollowed founder
Julius Thurgood to Thruxton’s sweeps
topopulate three grids. Best—and
most photogenic—was Sunday’s
Classic Alfa Challenge in which
Richard Merrell’s uprated Guilia
GT Juniortackled the GTVsof
Chris Snowdon, Alexander
Jupe and Jonathan Horsfield.

Poleman Snowdon was mortified
totagMerrell as they lapped heavy
traffic three-abreast exitingthe
chicane, but extended his unbeaten
seriesrecord tothreeraces. Jupe
andtherecovering Merrell chased
in second and third, with James
Wright’s 75 a strongfourth.

After Alex Thistlethwayte’s Ford
Mustang overheated, Pete Chambers
(Lotus Cortina)repeated his
Silverstone Coys 100 Trophy victory.
Thelong-time Porscheracer saw off
Mustang duos Mark Burton/Graham
Pattle and dad-and-lad Bill and
Fred Shepherd, who Richard Fores
split after alongchasein David
Alexander’s Alfa Sprint GT.

Thistlethwayte, grandson of 1926
Le Mans Bentley boy, Tom, bounced
back strongerin the Allstarsfinale.
He overcame fast-starter David
Smithies’ Austin-Healey 3000 for
second, but nobody could match
Allen Tice’s Marcos-Volvo.

Lightning (c)
with Mortons
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Luck won aboard
- BMW E21 320
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The racing debut forWestbourne Motorsport’s Standard Vanguard Six was
short-lived after James Colburn only completed one racing lap in the HRDC
Coys 100 Trophy race.“The head gasket went unfortunately,”’ said former
Renault Clio Cup UK frontrunner Colburn, who competes with his family
team.“The fan belt was coming off [in testing] and we think we’ve done
about halfalap toolong without it.It’s a bit of a shame.We first ran it on
Thursday afternoon, it was still being builtin the morning.Whether it will

do more events we hope so but it’s more likely to be trackdays so we can work
onthe reliability.We don’t know of any other cars racing out there and we only
gotitbecause it’s arare car.”

——_—

'MIKEGETS SOMELUCK.

Pl y e i} \

R [
CTCRC Group 1 Race 2: Greg Jenkins
Touring Cars (Super Mighty Mini)
¢ Race 1: Stephen Primett
4 f i i ik - (Ford Escort Mk1) Jaguar Series Elite
. ' Race 2: Mike Luck Race 1&2: Vic Lee
(BMW E21 320)
1 L= AR BHAET G A [t Kumho BMW
i : i -ﬁl m:rgg:niﬁgmnsmlue Race 1 & 2: Garrie
: — Race 1: Ancrew Wison ~ \Whitiaker (BMW
- =  — ey o e 0 TR y E36 M3)
s T - ; . g = (Holden Monaro)
il . A TR < — ' N Race 2: Lucky Khera Junior Saloon C
: v - - s i 8 (BMW M3) unior L d DU." ar
. N7 . Championship
- Pre '66 Touring Cars Race 1: Lewis Saunders
Race 182: Alan Race 2: Scott Mcintyre
= Greenhalgh (Ford Falcon)
— - - - 2 Pre '93/Pre '03/Pre ‘05  Historic 750 Formula
N SE ot TN —— e ey Production Touring C Race 1: Christian
UK SR NS - s i M‘—::? e E - Rrauceuh“']]r;wgué:’lllf?ln ars Pedersen (Austm 7)
One of several cars to perform demo runs across the weekend was a Reynard - 2o e B 3 (BMW E36 M3) Race 2: Martin Depper
89D Formula 3000 car from 1989, which in period was run by First Racing : _ Race 2: AJ Owen (Centaur Mki4)
and driven by Marco Apicella. Currently owned by Colin Sowter, it has o L T S e (Handa Gidc) Purschie Trophy
beenrestored to the exact specification from 30 years ago, including its : Mighty Minis Paul Simpson/ Colin
original three-litre Judd BV engine and livery, by Edginton Racing. e . ?Sil%irh%f]?yﬁ\%ﬁ%? Tester (Porsche 944 §2)
Managing director of Edginton Racing, Nick Edginton, said:“We were Comis (41) and Jenkins (70) both shared the Mighty Mini spoils

at Pau last weekend which was 30 years almost to the day since Apicella

was on pole.It’s very unusual that you see many cars that are completely The Classic Touring Car Club (Nissan Skyline) using their Sunday’srace from the back of

with correct periodlivery.”

Thirty-five years since Iain Rowley made his Formula Junior debut atThruxton,
he returned aboard the same Lola Mk5.“I had alot of funracing the carand
finished third, Ithought allmy Christmases had come at once to drive this car,”
said Rowley of his debutin 1984.Founder of engineering specialists Delta
Motorsport, Rowley runs the cars of Ian Robinson who coincidentally had
bought the very same Lola years previously. “We didn’t realise it was the same
car [Ihad raced] until we got chatting through the years.” After qualifying sixth,
Rowley missed Saturday’s first rear-engined F] race to attend amemorial
service for friend and former team-mate, JimWoodley. Returning for Sunday’s

second race, Rowley managed to claim seventh.

provided most of the action
at Silverstone last weekend.

Pre’83 Group 1 Touring Cars
championshipleader Stephen
Primett was seriously threatened
by Mike Luck’sBMW E21inrace
one, but Primett’s evocatively fire-
spitting Ford Escort Mk1 proved
morereliable than the BMW,
which needed a visit to the pits,
and quicker than David Howard’s
Jaguar XJ12, which challenged
early on andfinished second.
Mark Cholerton was thirdin
an Escort Mk2.

Luck pulled off a great recovery
inthesecondrace, winningfrom
theback of the grid after moving
up tofourth on thefirstlap. Five
cars battled for thelead at one
point but Luck soon pulled away.
Primett was second and Howard,
who had another short period in
thelead, settled for third after
capitalising on amistake by Steve
Crippsin his Escort RS2000.

Thetwo Thundersaloons/
Blue Oval races were very
different, although they both
featuredleading qualifiers
missing out. The main focusin the
first was Andrew Wilson (Holden
Monaro) and James Janicki

superior power toreelin polesitter
IIsa Cox’s SEAT Leon Cupra. Cox
had tomake dowith third as
Wilson took victory in spite of
some very fastlaps from Janicki.
Janicki wasmissingfroma
depleted grid on Sunday, as
Philip Seaman’s Ford Falcon
was a surpriseleader after the
first corner, passing Wilson
and Cox. He was found tohave
jumpedthe startbutavoided a
penalty after retiring. Saturday
absentee Lucky Khera (BMW
M3) cannily made his way from
theback to take the win. Cox took
second as Wilson had troubles
mid-race and wasninth.
ThePre-’66 Touring Cars
racesfeatured someinteresting
machinery including Morris
Minors and a Hillman Imp,
but wasdominated by Alan
Greenhalgh’s Ford Falcon.
This was despite valiant efforts
from Paul Inch (Mini) at the
start of racetwo.
AJOwenwasthePre’93/Pre
’03/Pre’05 Touring Cars zero
tohero. Having dropped out of
second place on Saturday with a
minor but crucial electricalissue
on hisHonda Civic, he won

the grid. Race one winner David
Griffin had been attempting
heroics of hisown in his Coke-
liveried BMW E36 M3. He had
entered sixraces overthe
weekend in the same car,
straddling the Pre '93,
Thundersaloons and Kumho
BMW rounds. He finished four
but dropped out of the second
Pre’93race with asmoking car.
The Mighty Minis provided two
predictably frenetic races, both
featuring six-way lead battles that
would only be won by timing and
slipstreaming precision. Alex
Comis prevailedin thefirstrace,
havinghandled backmarkers
better than second-placed Greg
Jenkins. Jenkins got his own back
thenext day, edging out Neven
Kirkpatrick by less than half
asecond, with Comisthree
hundredths behind in third. Owen
Edgley won the smaller-engined
Mighty Mini class both times.
With only four cars on the grid,
Series Elite’s competitive debut
wasmoreinterestingthanithad
anyrighttobe. Vic Lee won both
races from pole but wasmadeto
work forit by Nick Jarvisand
Ray Grimes.




20 JUNE 5 2019 motorsport-news.co.uk

» .
ATY

loyota dominated the pace — and the post-event chatter

his was getting
silly. There are,
asonerival team
principal pointed
out, tacticsand
there are tactics.
Andthenthere
was this, As soon as Kris Meeke
clouted arock, spun and blocked
thefinal stage, the technically
minded side of the team got
ontheradiototalk aboutthe
damage to theright-front of

the Toyota.

The other half hit the calculators.

Meeke’s agony provided a window
of opportunity for an Estonian
team-mate busy paintinga bigger,
season-long picture.

Ott Tanak was, once again, the class
of thefield and asrally leader, he was
thelasttogointothe Powerstage.
Championship frontman cominginto
Portugal Sebastien Ogier had already
cleared the second run at the Fafe test.

Histime wasdone. Andripe
forinfluence.

Looking ahead tonext week’s Rally
Italy, Toyota’s sporting director Kaj
Lindstrom and Tanak’s co-driver
Martin Jarveoja collaborated and
agreed atimejustslightly slower than
Ogier mightbenice. Such an outcome
would ensure the Frenchman would
keephis championshiplead (downside
for the Finnish-Estonian alliance) and
runfirstontheroadin Sardinia (big
upsideforthe Toyotamen).In case you
hadn’theard, theItalianisland is about
thelast place on planet earth where any
driver wantstorunfirst on theroad.

Ogier quietly fumed, but youhad to
respectthe confidenceinthe approach
Tanak and Toyota had taken toforfeit
pointsinfavour of abetter place onthe
road nexttime out.

“We were thinking about this before
the stage,” Tanak said, “but we know
that every point can be expensive at
theend of the year.Ithought about
slowing down, butreally the plan was
topushandtakeasmany pointsas
possible. But then, unfortunately for
him, Krishad his problem and we
startedtothink again...”

InPortugallast week, problems
and deep thinking were everywhere.
Tanak led from stage two onwards, but
he worked for this one. And then some.

Brake problems gave way to
suspensionissues on Saturday
for the #8 Toyota.

A shockingday onefor Hyundaiand
M-Sport Ford turned toa similarly
troubled weekend for Toyota.

But, on Friday evening, the Yaris was
the cartohaveas Tanakled his team-
mates Jari-Matti Latvalaand Meeke,
presenting a uniform approach tothe
end of day press conference with seats
front, left and centre all in colours of
the Japanese marque.

Itdidn’tlast. Damagetoabrakeline
meant Tanak emerged from SS8 with
little or noresistance from the middle
pedal. Heimproved things alittle for the
nexttest, buthe wasn’table to get more
fluid in and bleed the system until just
before Saturday morning’s final stage.

By that point, Latvala was just five
seconds adrift.

Askedif J-ML’s pacey morning

B ——————— .

Kris Meeke was thwérted by a rock

concerned him, Tanak thoughtfora
second. Thenreplied: “Let’s see when
we getthe carfixed.I've beenfixing
the carthismorningandnotreally
focused onthedriving...”

That’llbeano, then.

Shortly after lunch, Latvala’sluck
wasout. His car dumped the oil out
of thefront-right damper, leaving the
wheel pretty much toitsowndevices
interms of dealing with therough,
ruttedroads.

Two stageslater and Tanak was
havingto deal with the sameissue.

Team principal TommiMakinen
wasn’t in the mood for superficial
analysis. “Weneed tohavealook,
adeeperlook,” said the Finn. “Maybe
thisisaproblem from anew batch
of dampers...”

The how and why could wait.
Latvala was gone and Tanak wasjust
about clinging on. Through Saturday
afternoon’srepeated Amarante
stage, thelead Yaris slid off theroad
and stopped perilously closetoa
bridge parapet.

“The damper brokeimmediately
[in Amarante], there was something
strange with the carin the first two
stages of the afternoon, butitdidn’t
affect the performance of the carand
then this,” said Tanak. “Thishasbeen
atough day, abusy one for working.
I'mlooking forward to tomorrow.
Hopefullyit’ll be a bit smoother.”

For him yes. For the team, not
somuch.

Let’sturntoMeeke.

And aSunday morning, which
started just4.3sbehind Toyota’s
chief title protagonist Tanak.

Walkingintobreakfast Meeke
saw Makinen sippinga cup of coffee.
The Northern Irishman waved and
looked tofind his own table.

Toolate.

“Kris,” the Finn called. “Kris,
come here. Come andsithere.”

Busted. Four point three seconds.
What might Makinen want totalk
about? KM sat down and prepared
himself for what was tocome. The
thornyissue of team orders

“Ithoughttomyself: ‘Ohyeah,
herewego...””’hesaid.

He couldn’t have been more wrong.

Makinen told him: “Kris, it’sreally
important you attack in thefirst stage.
Pushhardinthere.”

Meeke couldn’t helpbut smileatan
approach which differed greatly from
that of his previous employer. The
others, hereasoned, would have
convened something of acommittee
todebate amultitude of variables,
options and connotations.

Tommi’splan? Just crack on.

Talking of last year, it was impossible
nottoraise the subject of Amarante,
abigcrash and thedaysthatfollowed
12monthsago.

In the weeks that followed Citroen’s
astonishing communication, the
consideration that Meeke could be
back in Matosinhosfightingfora
second Rally of Portugal win in four
years was pretty muchinconceivable.
Thelast time Meeke stepped out of a C3
WRC was in the middle of Amarante.
Emerging fromthe samestageina
considerably straighter Toyota Yaris
WRC on Saturday, the contrast wasn’t
lost on the man himself.

“Thistimelast yearI was on my way
tohospital and out of ajob,” he told
WRCtelevision with a thin smile.
Sixth quickest through the 23-miler
was his worst time of the day. But
he’d takethat.

“There was abit of afeeling
when we went through the corner
Iwentoff atlast year,” said Meeke.

)

Tanak battled brake 28
problems in Portugal @&

BY DAVID
EVANS
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“When we’d come through this stage
ontherecce,Ihad aglanceintothe
treesand said to Seb: ‘Yeah, youdon’t
wanttogointhere!’ It wasnicetoput
thatonetobed.Iguessthereisabitof
apsychological thing, you want to get
through those corners where you’'ve
hadamomentlasttime out.

“There wasalot of stages up until
now whenIhad momentsinthe
CitroenandI'vehad alotof corners
togetaround, thinking: ‘Wow...1
remember this, [Iremember that’.

“Youknow, youcansay you'rebigand
strong, but things stilllie in the back of
your head. Ott’sin this place now, he’s
oncloudnine. I know that feeling, that’s
whereIwasin 2016.1Icould doexactly
whatIwanted with the car[the Citroen
DS3], butthenitall evaporated and
turned to sh*t when the new car came.”

Meeke’shopes of a win or second
placetook asimilar turn when he spun
onthesecondrunatthe Montim test
andthenhitarockontheinsideof a
fastright which damaged the steering
and denied him a podium or afinish.

Intermsof Portuguese departures,
this one was a world away from last
season, butthe sameresultin terms
of points collected. Andit provided
him with another cornerto curse
nexttimearound.

Makinen’snot oneforlobbinghis
driversunder the bus and offered the
obligatory: “That’srallying.”

But when conversation moved onto
the pressure on Tanak ahead of the
Powerstage, Tommi offered: “Ottcan
handleit, weknow heis very strong
mentally and doinghis best. 'm sure
he’s coming through the stage with
good points.”

Make of that what you will.

AsMakinen’s words were being
delivered, so the numbers were being
crunched and conversations continued
withthe Tanak Toyotaasitsaton
the weekend’s final startline.

Champion Ogier’selevationtothe
podium -courtesy of Meeke’s
departure-combined with five bonus
pointsmeant Tanak’s SS20 time had to
befractionally slower than Ogier’sto

head to Sardinia a point behind his
rivalin thetitlerace. And that perfect
scenario almost played out.

“Thierry spoiledit,” grinned Tanak.

Thierry Neuville must have skipped
apageinthe Toyota script and went
second quickest, costing Tanak
another point.

There was speculation Ogier would
checkintothefinal controllateand
take a penalty. Not a chance, according
tothe man himself.

“I'mhappy,” hesaid. “Icantell youl
didn’tthink todothisonce. Attheend of
therally, 'mleading the championship
andIcanonly be happy forthat. After
therecceltold youthis would beatough
onerunningfirstontheroad, there was
somuchloose around. If you offered me
15points [from thisrally]I would take
your hand off at the start of thisevent
andIcomeaway with 20.

“OK, firstontheroadisnot goingto
beeasy in Sardinia, but whenit comes
tothe end of the year, I preferto have
the points.”

Tanak and Ogier were on great form
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“Lappi on himself:

Tam still stupid...”” ik e
Citroen man’s angst, p23 | - AL 5 A

BSS1 Lousal(]_ﬁflmj_les) c o LI N
Fastest: Sordo 9m06.9s Leader: Sordo

Second: Tanak +4.2s

M SS2 Gois1(11.67 miles)

Fastest: Tanak 12m19.7s Leader: Sordo

Second: Tanak +0.5s '

B SS3 Arganil 1 (8.97 miles)

' ' “W dto k -
Fastest; nak n00.0s Leadir: Tanck e need to know
i 1 I »
msstlousal(@6Tmies) = the precise detail...

Second: Latvala +5.4s / .-r
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_) vodafone

‘ o partio norle
I oty

e — =

W SS5Gois 2 (11.67 miles)
Fastest: Suninen 12m13.2s Leader: Tanak . . o,
Second: Latvala +8.8s ing ding, round four! Oris it

b | / 4 0 2 5 -
\ : . M $S6 Arganil 2 (8.97 miles) five? Nthgl:'t ';e Six ‘t)rlfveln t
- Fastest: Neuville 8m58.5s Leader: Tanak seven to be honest. I've los
11 Second: Latvala +15.2s countinthe no-holds-barred
2 M SSZSSS Lousada (2.09 miles) battle for honours in thisyear’s
Ott Tanak was delighted with his third WRC win of the season FaSteSt:_Neuw"e 2m35.5s Leader: Tanak World Rally Championship.
L R s But what | do know is that it's very much gloves
M SS8Vieirado Minho 1 (12.76 miles) off and anything goes in the increasingly
gaStes“_Mee"e 12m59.3s Leader: Tanak bitter and acrimonious battle between the
econd: Latvala+11.3s .
. . top protggomsts. . _
:assstggaf;ﬁ;r?g r;lzgga:t% Lgle?'r-_i}r;rr]:;les‘) To be fair, the drivers are just doing what they do
Second: Latvala +10.9s ' best —_d riving bloody fast. It's the teams, or more to
T e N e s the point, the team bosses who are making this the
arante . miles e . o .
Fastest:Latvala25m10.4s Leader: Tanak juiciest of _frU|ty fights in many a season. .
Second:Latvala +5.1s So far this year we've seen that Hyundai boss
M SS11Vieirado Minho2 (12.76 miles) Andrea Adgmo is not one for hiding his ruthless st.reak.
Fastest: Tanak 12m51.5s Leader: Tanak Andreas Mikkelsen has already been benched twice
Second:Latvala +14.8s but it was the use of team tactics in Portugal that
M SS12 Cabeceiras de Basto 2 (13.81 miles) brought a simmering situation bubbling and very
gastes‘ti:_lklﬂeuvli(lle_: 13;_’)1’135.98 Leader: Tanak much bo|||ng to the surface.
B N e Problems early on in the rally for both Dani Sordo
M $S13 Amarante 2 (23.36 miles) and Sebastien Loeb meant that Hyundai had cards
el to play in its efforts to get Thierry Neuville as high up

the leaderboard as possible. Now, drivers checking

e e et g e in late at time controls is far from in the spirit of rallying.
Stage cancelled g . , .
Andit's not asif it hasn’t been done before. But it
gtSaSleS g:icz?ltégetsmgez(1-40mileS) was the blatantly obvious manipulation of the rules
g by Hyundai that raised a few eyebrows.
:Sﬁlfi:wl\zntikmsl (2§4$n|:ﬂe§) _ Sebastien Ogier, who was the main loser in the
e o start order shenanigans, seemed fairly accepting of

the situation through Saturday and Sunday. But then

e L e (6 95 mmes) we got to the post-event press conference and Ogier

Fastest: Tanak 6m38.6s Leader: Tanak

Second: Meeke +5.4s loaded the gun, cocked the hammer and gave

B 5S18 Luilhas (7.39 miles) Mr Adamo bot.h barrels. The tale that Ogler recounted
Fastest: Tanak 8m05.7s Leader: Tanak was so explosive that those assembled in front of
Second:Meeke +8.1s him sat in stunned silence, hardly believing what
WS519 Montim 2 (5.44 miles) they were hearing. _ _

Fastest: Neuville 5m46.3s Leader: Tanak You can read all about that in David Evans’ excellent
Soc el NIRRT rally report and in rally news so | won't go over the

M SS20 Fafe 2 [Power stage] (6.95 miles) details again.

TS O o LeadetnaK But what | will do is offer a word or two of caution and

Second:Neuville +15.9s .
context. I'm absolutely sure that what Seb recounted is

what Seb was told. But the question has to be over the
post-event press conference ..o R L L ki b exact nature of the conversation between Sordo and
bling over who was faster than o) ¢ A ; the team: ordering a driver to stop to the advantage of
nthe Powerstage, but things his team-mate and disadvantage of his competitor is
Sty Uil ey along way from asking a driver if he'd do such adeed.
sed Hyundai team principal . . . .
ea Adamo of something much Or even asking a driver for his thoughts on doing such
»than the timingjiggery-pokery. adeed. | have noidea of the exact nature of that
said the Italian had employed to conversation and | suspect only two people know
pulate Sebastien Loeband Dani that. Until we hear definitively from either one of
)—both of whom werenowhere them then we just won't know.
losing time with fuel-related | would also say that in Adamo, we are dealing with a
emson day one-intoaposition . ) .
epmore stones aside for Neuville very different kind of team boss. He is 100% focused
1y news). on doing what he has been charged with doing by his
 falling pins would have been South Korean paymasters — and that is delivering
ly audibleas Ogier outlined an titles. He is aman with a cause and will clearly do all
2d telephone call from Adamo he can in the name of that cause.
do, instructing the Spaniard Adamo is a fighter, he is battler and he is a survivor.
rtthe day’s opening stage and .
mmediately pull over to ensure And one final thought. 11
ille would runin the relative The battle that Adamo is fighting is one to keep
air of afour-minuterather Hyundaiin the WRC. And in that battle rules will

be bent and stretched to the max. It's a battle with

the highest possible stakes so can we really blame
him for doing absolutely all he can to win it?

lusty two-minute gap.

do wasthentoremainin place

ull back onto the stage ahead of .

e’schallenge. - e 1 Pl O,
Continuedonpage22 Hyundai’sTheirry Neuville showed noill effects ofhis
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Dayone:58.41 miles;7 stages
Weather: sunny 21-37°C

End of day one: 1 Tanak/Jarveoja 1hO3m26.7s;

2 Latvala/Anttila +17.3s; 3 Meeke/Marshall +22.8s;
4 Neuville/Gilsoul +24.2s;5 Ogier/Ingrassia
+25.8s; 6 Suninen/Salminen +1m15.7s.

Day two: 103.08 miles; 6 stages
Weather: sunny 20-35°C

End of day two: 1 Tanak/Jarveoja 2h47m23.1s;

2 Meeke/Marshall +4.3s; 3 Neuville/Gilsoul +9.2s;
4 Ogier/Ingrassia +21.0s; 5 Lappi/Ferm +1m37.5s;
6 Suninen/Salminen 2m02.7s.

Day three:32.02 miles;5 stages
Weather: sunny 18-27°C

Two stages in and things were looking good for
Hyundai. OK, maybe that's stretching things slightly,
Sebastien Loeb was ninth and Theirry Neuville
10th, but Dani Sordo was leading.

Making the most of the cleanest of lines, the
Spaniard charged hard at the roads just over the
border from his homeland. One stage laterand
disaster struck. Loeb and Sordo stopped in Arganil.
They stopped again and again and again. Between
them they shipped close to 40 minutes to theirrivals
on the stage as they fiddled with the i20 Coupe
WRCs in an effort to coax fuel through the pump. By
the time the team had delved into the tank to affect a
repair, the pair were nowhere. Certainly, neither came
hunting for a 20-something result — or ultimately final-
stage retirement with suspension trouble for Loeb.

Finns Teemu Suninen (M-Sport Ford) and
Esapekka Lappi (Citroen) both came looking to
continue an upward trend in terms of pace from the
final day of Rally Chile. And both found it. Certainly on
Friday. The pair were engaged in a close fight, with
Suninen relinquishing sixth place to his countryman
on SS10. When Jari-Matti Latvala's damper gave
up the ghost three stages later, a top five was on the
cards. Unfortunately for Lappi, he got caught out on
Sunday morning’s opener. A deceptive hairpin right
dragged the C3 WRC's nose in and tipped it over.
The damage wasn’t enormous and Lappi was careful
not to blame the set-up for sliding wide and bouncing
the left-rear out of a ditch on the ensuing Fafe stage.
Ironically, that ditch slap was more costly, breaking
the left-rear suspension and stranding Lappi. Kris
Meeke’s departure from the penultimate stage
meant Suninen came home a respectable fourth. His
Fiesta WRC, like that of team-mate Elfyn Evans,
struggled to cope with the temperatures as they
soared into the high 30s. Suninen struggled almost
as hardto keep alid on the precise nature of the
problem, but suffice to say the motor wasn't
delivering the required level of grunt when the sun
was high in the sky. Alack of brakes on the final Friday
test caused further concern for the Cumbrians.

Cumbrian frustration was never more evident than
when it came to discussing Evans' fifth place. He
dropped four minutes in stage five when a throttle
connection worked lose. Once the two wires were
mated again, the Ford was up and away at full speed.
That problem was enough to leave Evans first on the
road and in the worst of the conditions through a
sandy Saturday.

There was a third M-Sport car in attendance in
Portugal, with Gus Greensmith making his
World Rally Car debut at the highest level. The
Manchester driver slipped off the road on Saturday
afternoon and bounced off a bank into retirement
in Fafe after broken steering spoiled his
Powerstage run. But it would be entirely unfair
to focus on those issues. Greensmith’s pace was
absolutely admirable and he certainly gave the
ball he’d been eyeing for a while a solid kick.

M-Sport’s Evans was slowed early on

Continued frompage 21

Sordo saidno. Ogier said thank
you. Adamo declined to comment
on “low-level accusations”.

Second-placed Neuvillelooked
more than alittle uncomfortable,
which was entirely unwarranted
following a brave, ballsy and very,
very big performance todelivera
runners-up spot just three weeks
onfrom hismonstrous Rally
Chile shunt.

AndNeuville hadn’tlucked into
second. Sure, Toyota had dropped
the ball with thelinein sight, but the
Belgian admitted he’d had togoright
tothe edge to bringhis score home.

“Allthe time, Ott was faster than
us,” hesaid. “Evenif weclose, Ifelthe
could have the upperhandandIcould
feelmy drivingwas on the edge all the
time. I’'m proud of this second place.”

You had tofeel for Neuvilleashe
pointed out that: “We did nothing
thatisforbidden...”

You alsohad tofeelforthe
Portuguese organisers, whose
rally will likely be remembered for
tactics, tactics and alleged tactics.

Onceagain, however, Portugal
putonafirst-class event watched
by hundreds of thousands of fans.
They’d coped tremendously with
areportedloss of fundingfrom the
Bragaregion, whichmeant heading
southto Arganilinstead of the
Pontede Lima stages.

Arganil...it’shardly asacrifice
isit? There are few roads with more
history around them than the stage
where Walter Rohrl guided a Fiat
131 Abarth through thefogtoclosea
27-mile stage out four minutes (and,
yes, youread thatright four minutes)
fasterthan anybody else.

Thelegend created in 19801lived
onlast Friday, albeit without
any fogand in scorching 35-degree
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Sebastien Ogier was gifted points on the Powerstage but the Frenchman was anything but pleased...

heat. Oh, and in nine-mile form.
Rohrl went on to score thefirst of
two world titles at the end of the 1980
season and there’severyindication
theman whoruledlast week’srally
will do the same again this season.
For more than a year now, when
the Toyota’s played ball, Tanak’s
been a step ahead of everybody.
Adecadeago,downsouthinthe

ROVANPERA KEEPS THE WRG
2 PRO BANDWAGON ROLLING

Kalle Rovanpera put further
distance between himself and
anindifferent start to the season
when he delivered back-to-back
victories with atriumphin the
WRC 2 Pro in Portugal.

Having won the classin Chilein
aToksport-run Skoda Fabia R5, the
factory team was back in business
for the Finn’sreturn to Europe.
Rovanpera and team-mate and
defending WRC 2 champion Jan
Kopecky were entrusted with a pair
of all-new Fabia R5 Evos and they
putthem to the best use possible.

None of the other WRC 2 Pro
runners got a sniff of the lead
and Rovanpera only dropped
back to second when he suffered
apuncture on thefirst stage of
Friday afternoon. He was back
outfront by thefirst stage on
Saturday morning and cemented
that position with fastest times
onfive of the day’s six stages.

Day two brought drama for
Kopecky, who was forced to drive
SS11 with limited visibility after
the bonnet flew open shortly after
the start.

Rovanpera steered a middle of
theroad path through Sunday to
clinch the win by more than a
minute from Kopecky.

Mads Ostberg was third after
afraught, puncture-filled runin
Citroen’s C3R5. The Norwegian

retired from the opening day after
adouble puncture and he admitted
thingsneeded to change.

“We have some work to do and
we need to start with some new
[wheel] rims,” he said.

If WRC 2 Pro wasreasonably
predictable, WRC 2 was anything
but. Ole Christian Veiby made a
solid start and led for the first
half of the event. Hishopes quite
literally went up in flames when
his Volkswagen Polo GTI R5 caught
fire (see rally news) on SS10.

Skoda driver Pierre-Louis
Loubet was the chief beneficiary,
movinginto thelead with a minute
in hand over Japanese Takamoto
Katsuta. Katsuta’s hopes of
three winsin as many rallies
(following his WRC 2 win in Chile
and RiihimakiRally winina
Toyota Yaris WRC the weekend
before Portugal) went south when
awheel sheared in SS12.

Russian newcomer to the world
championship Nikolay Gryazin
was also handily placed before
beingforced to stop and change
apunctureonthefirstrunat
Amaranteruled him out of
thereckoning.

Another Skoda driver ruingthe
rough Portuguese roads was Briton
Rhys Yates. The 27-year-old was
runninginside the top 10 on only his
ninth WRC start ever and his debut

Algarve,a2l-year-old Estonian
embarked ona WRCjourney. The
signswere therefrom thestartas
he guided aMarkko Martin-run
SubaruImprezatofastesttimesin
the Group N category. Ninety-eight
rallies on and he was winning the
eventforthefirsttime.
“Thishasbeen one of thehardest,”
said Tanak, as he sat on the door bar

of the Yaris, sunglassesin place and
smileonhisface. “We’vehad quitea
fewissuesandit’s been hard work.
Wehad towork, butit’sagoodone.”

Asforthetactics,let’s see who
really called this oneright when it
comes to Coffs Harbour in November.
For all the speed Tanak brings, the
nameatthetopof thetablehasa
familiarringtoit.

Teenager Rovanpera was the class of the WRC 2 Pro field again

in Portugal when he suffered two
deflations with only one spare
on Friday’sfinallongstage.

Yates bounced back with
increasingly impressive speed
which culminated in a superb
Sunday runincluding top five times
onfour of the day’s five stages.

“Istarted toreally geta good
feeling from the second runin
Amarante on Saturday afternoon,”
Yates told MN. “Ifeltlike something
clicked and we were just away, it was
great. From then until thefinish,

I’vebeen able to carry more speed
through the corners and really
push the car harder. Honestly,
thishasjust been an amazing
experience from start tofinish.
I'velearned somuch here.”

The highlight of the weekend
was Yates’ firstfastest split time
on the second run through Fafe.

Loubet held on through the final
day to clinch WRC 2 with Emil
Bergkvist (Ford FiestaR5) and
Henning Solberg (Skoda Fabia R5)
rounding out the podium positions.
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SEBASTIEN OGIER ESAPEKKA LAPPI
CITROEN C3WRC CITROEN C3WRC

Yet more sterling
work to lead the field
faultlessly through a
very loose run of stages
on Friday. He kept his
nose clean and his
head down through
Saturday and saved
the best for last with
a Powerstage win

on Sunday.

FORD FIESTAWRC

If we're giving one Birit
five, we'd better do the
same for the other. Paid
abig price for a mistake
made when the car was
being bolted together
back at Dovenby.
Spent Saturday driving
onabeach.Hedoesn't
like the beach.

HYUNDAIiZ0WRC

That three is aimed
firmly at the carand
not the crew on this
one. Having talked the
nine-time champion
into Portugal, the team
then let him down on
the day and denied
the watching world
more Loeb magic.

HYUNDAIiZ0WRC

Led for the first two
stages and, like Loeb,
deserved far more than
he got from Portugal.
And, following Ogier’s
rant, undoubtedly ended
up with aninteresting
chat with team principal
Adamo later on

Sunday afternoon...

TOYOTAYARISWRC

The car could have cost
him the win, but Tanak
was perfect. Showed
an ability to deal with
whatever the rally
could throw at him and
delivered aninspired,
dogged and fast drive.

Everybody feels
Lappi's pain, but
nobody more than
himself. Searching
forapositive, MN
insisted he consider
his upturnin speed
as he appraised his
performance. He did,
but added: “I'm still
stupid though.”

—_—

- sa ¥

FORD FIESTAWRC . THEIRRY NEUVILLE

Left the last round on crutches, but bounced back to the podium’s second step three weeks

. later. Neuville's effort was the absolute highlight of a very difficult weekend for his team.
One point comes for

an impressive ability
to dodge questions

and look like he's i onEN
pondering an answer w

as he slyly slips the s

Fiestainto gearand spoo

does one. Much

better speed than on
previous rallies.

HYUNDAIi2Z0WRC

Returning from the
biggest crash of your
life is not easy, but
the Belgian bounced
back brilliantly. By
his own admission,
he had no answer to
Tanak’s speed, but
was relentless in his
pursuit of a podium. ; £

JARIHUTTUNEN

Came to Portugal directly from a Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC debut in Finland and had
the chance to shine inthe WRC 2 spotlight ahead of the Korean manufacturer. Instead

TOYOTAYARISWRC ' herolled out of the rally.

Once again, Latvala J R '
showed genuine pace
and absolutely deserved

the podium resulta c J RESULTS
damaged damper cost A} Round 7/14, Rally of Portugal 2019, May 30-June 2
him. The Finn has ' POS | DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME
bounced backiroma 1 | OttTanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) Toyota Yaris WRC 3h20m22.8s
el ET U 2 [Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) | Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | +15.9s
EREeTE i 3 |Sebastien Ogier (FRA)ulien Ingrassia(FRA) | Citroen C3 WRC 157.1s
mid-year speed. 4 | Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Marko Salminen (FIN) | Ford Fiesta WRC +2m41.5s
5 | Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Scott Martin (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC +7m08.3s
6 |Kalle Rovanpera (FIN)/Jonne Halttunen (FIN) | Skoda Fabia R5 Evo +10m34.2s
7  |Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +11m28.2s
8 |Jan Kopecky (CZE)/Pavel Dresler (CZE) Skoda Fabia R5 Evo +11m41.9s
TOYOTAYARISWRC 9 |Pierre-Louis Loubet (FRA)Vincent Landais (FRA) | Skoda FabiaR5 +12m46.3s
10 |Emil Bergkvist (SWE)/Patrik Barth (SWE) Ford FiestaR5 +14m28.4s
e e 24 |Dani Sgrdo (ESP)/Carlos dgl Barrio (ESP) Hyundai !20 Coupe WRC | +27m24.8s .
Siumplbeford hisleffront R Sgbastlen Loeb (FRA)/ Damel Elena(MCOQO) |Hyundai |29 Coupe WRC SSQO/sgspenS|on
wheelin SS20? No. Prior to R | Kris Meeke (GBR)/Sebastian Marshall (GBR) | Toyota Yaris WRC SS20/accident damage
this, he was the only driver to R | GusGreensmith '(G BR)/Elliott Edmondson (GBR) qud Fiesta WRC SSQO/stegring issue
complete every stage of the R |Esapekka Lappi (FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Citroen C3 WRC SS17/accident damage
year. Not anymore. Gets five '
for pace for much of the event. i X CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
Probably a bit generous. : DRIVERS MANUFACTURERS

POS | DRIVERS | PTS POS |TEAMS |PTS

: g‘:‘thaSﬁek” Ogier 1421 | 1 |HyundsiShellMobisWRT _|202
ana :

2 |Toyota Gazoo RacingWRT _ |182

KALLE ROVANPERA GUS GREENSMITH SailiihiemyNeuville 132 | 3 [Giroon Total WRT 158

SKODA FABIARS FORD FIESTAWRC 4 |ElfynEvans 65 4 |M-Sport Ford WRT 122
5 |KrisMeeke 56
6 | Teemu Suninen 44
Easy to forget the 18-year-old’s never been to Portugal Front-left steering damage is best not discovered three 7 | Sebastien Loeb 39
before, but still delivered the drive we've come to expect. feetin the air above Fafe. Learned loads on a hugely 8 [Jari-MattiLatvala 38
He controlled WRC 2 Pro perfectly and scored a career- encouraging debut aboard a World Rally Car. Showed 9 |AndreasMikkelsen | 36

best result overall. he has the speed and thoroughly deserves another shot. 10_| EsapekkaLappi 34 RALLY ITALY

to stop Tanak’s
Toyota march?

e JUNE 13-16
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SNETTERTON: HSCC BY MIATT KEW

Photos: Richard Styles
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EVANS STA

HISTORICF

Mustang proved
tought to beat ‘

ONHIS.
ACING DEB!

! E—

Tl

Cameron Jackson was once again at the front of the Historic Formula Ford 1600 pack

Among classified car
adverts, seeing the words
“ex-demonstrator” can
raise concern. Hasthe car
been dinged by potential
customers, pushed hard by a
motoringjournalist, or does
itjusthave a comparably
high mileage? In the case of
Kevin Kivlochan’slatest
project,italludestosome
outstanding provenance.

The AC Cobrathathe
debutedlast weekend at
Snetterton was first
registered to the Ford Motor
Company, and was used by
Hi-Performance Motors—
founded by Carroll Shelby,
among others—toscare
unwitting passengers into
parting with their cash.

Besides beinga thing of
beauty, and its 289-cubic
inch V8producingaglorious
soundtrack, it’sthe attention
todetail that staggers most
of all with the Cobra. The
gloveboxlid is signed by
ex-factory team drivers Bob
Bondurant and Allen Grant,
anditslivery and the writing
above the switch gearhasall
been painted by hand. The
palebluelivery, teamed with
the yellow decals, pays
homagetothefactorydrag
racing car, which was

subsequently destroyed.
That artwork was
completed by Neil
Melliard - whose previous
work includes the McLaren
Formula 1 carsdriven by
Mika Hakkinen-and has
been deliberately aged to
give the car an authentic-
looking patina forits
racingdebut some 55
years after it was built.
Giventhe carisdressed
sowell, Kivlochan couldn’t
beseentolettheside down.
That’s why, on his way to
dominating both Historic
Road Sportsraces,
underneath his overalls he
was wearing a particularly
special watch. Tohonour
the Cobradriven by Dan
Gurney foritsalbeit
disappointingrunin the
1963 Sebring 12-hourrace, a
limited run of 15timepieces
were made to pay tribute to
therace number worn by
his car. Kivlochan had never
worn his before, but now
itcould become aregular
partof hisracing uniform.
“That watchis mylucky
charm whenI’'mracingthe
Cobra,” hesaid. “I’vehad it
two or three years but never
wornit.IthoughtI wasnever
ever goingto,butthenlI

boughtthe Cobra... nowit’ll
only be wornonracedays.”

Combined, Kivlochan’s
two Snetterton victories
were settled by almost a
minute. That marked a huge
upturnin pace compared
tohisnarrow Donington
Park win earlier this season
aboard his Morgan 8+.

Despite the British foray,
which also included running
aTVR Griffith, Kivlochan
oftenraced with American
machinery. Hemade his
racingdebut with a Ford
Mustang GT350back in
1992in ameeting that was,
fittingly, held on July 4.

After domestic success,
Kivlochantook his
exploits abroad but grew
“disillusioned with FIA
racing in Europe because
there’salot of kit cars”.
That’s why he decided to
seek success with areturn
tohis clubracingroots.

The mechanical work of
Richard Walbyoff meant the
Cobradidn’tmissabeatall
weekend. Combined with its
impressive pace, there wasa
distinct absence of wheel-to-
wheel action for thelead.
Nevertheless, the ‘FoMoCo
Blue Demo’is a stunning
additionto UK grids.

A7IN'N :

Historic Touring Cars
Race 1: Jonathan Evans
(Ford Mustang)

Race 2: Richard Belcher
(Ford Lotus Cortina)

Historic Formula Ford
Race 1&2: Cameron Jackson
(Palliser/Winkelmann WDF2)

Classic Formula 3/Formula Ford
2000

Race 1&2: Adrian Langridge
(March 803)

Historic Road Sports/70s Road
Sports
Race 1&2: Kevin Kivlochan (AC Cobra)

Classic Clubmans
Race 1: Alan Cook (Mallock Mk20B/21)
Race 2: Clive Wood (Mallock Mk20B)

Despite posting a pole lap some

1.4 seconds faster than anyone else
among the Historic Touring Cars
field, Jonathan Evans remained

coy ahead of his historic racing
debut last weekend.

The two Historic Sports Car Club
races on the Snetterton 200 circuit
were only a “competitive shakedown”
for hisnewly completed Ford Mustang.
But thereigning Porsche Club GB
class champion came so close to
earning victory in both bouts.

He had swapped his usual Boxster for
4700cc of American muscle and made
its power advantage tell, maintaining
first place into Riches and building a
seemingly comfortable gap that peaked
at6.2s. Asthe Ford Lotus Cortinas of
Richard Belcher and Roger Stanford
held each other upin their excellent
battle for second, itlooked as though
Evans was a sure-fire bet to win.

But astheflames from his Mustang
grew ever more dramatic as he braked
and changed down the gears for
Murrays, the margin began to drop. The
car wasrunningrich and wouldn’t give
more than three-quarter revs thanksto
some teethingissues with the fuel
system. He held onto the spoils but only
by 0.7s as Belcher and Stanford were
joined by the Ford Anglia of Bob Bullen.

Thelatter had jumped the lights,
stopped and got going again but was
handed a 10s penalty for his overzealous
start. On track, if notin the eventual
results, he was in the hunt.

Andthat pace carried overintorace
two, which told a familiar story. Evans
was again busy building a 2s cushion.
Butinthe 25-degree heat, and thanks
tothe Mustang’s comparative bulk, he
cooked the brakes. Belcher and Bullen
closed the gap and passed the ailing
leader, who then pitted as the problems
grew worse.

Belcher’s more decisive work
through lapped cars helped stabilise
first place, and then Bullen’s efforts
were curtailed by a fellow Anglia
runner. After three grassy excursions
at Murraysinrace one, Brian Webb
rolled his car at Brundleinracetwoto

bring outthe meeting’s only red flagand
soBullen had to settlefor second.

It wasunlikely that the Historic
Formula Ford grid would suffer
thesamehotfateas Evans, aftera
unanimous one-off vote by competitors
torun without the enginefairingto
help better manage temperatures.

Unsurprisingly, yetagain Cameron
Jacksonlooked coolestupahead-he
neverfacedatruethreattohisrace-long
leadsin both encounters. A Snetterton
brace ensures he maintainshis 100%
recordin 2019, and upshis tally tofive.

Aftertwo brilliant seasons of Historic
FF1600action to coincide with the series’
50th anniversary, the current absence
of aBen Mitchell or aRichard Tarling-
likerivaltoJackson meant the
championship didn’tdeliver the thrills
outfront for which ithas been known.

That said, particularly inracetwo, the
scrapfor third behind double second-
placefinisher Callum Grant was frenetic
totheflag. It was fellow Merlyn entrant
Benjamin Tusting that clungontothe
last podium spot, with the pressure
from Gislain Genecand (Crossle 16F),
and Simon Toyne (L.ola T200) never
having eased for the duration.

Anexcitingfightfor Classic Formula 3
honours was twice denied. Itlooked as
though Paul Smithin hisRalt RT3 and
the March 803 of Adrian Langridge
would battle hammer and tongto the
finish. Although Smith hungon from
pole, on thefourthlap herantoohotinto
the hairpin, spun, and had to watch
Langridge run onto the spoils. Toadd to
his woes, Smith was then duly excluded
from theresultfor an underweight car.

Thatdid atleast set up the exciting
prospect of him battling through from
theback of the pack and past the Formula
Ford 2000 runners inrace two, only for
him tostall on the grid. Unable torestart,
hisRalt was shuffled into the pitlane.

The ex-Martin Brundle Ralt RT3 of
David Thorburn didits bestto take on the
role of challenger, but Langridge edged
away despite plenty of powersliding
out of Murrays. The Van Diemens of
Steve Mellish (RF82) and Chris Levy
(RF83)topped the FF2000 charts.

THE EX-DEMONSTRATOR WITH
ADISTINGUISHED HISTORY

=9

The glovebox lid ofKivlochan’s AC Cobrawas signed by factory drivers Bondurant and Grant
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BRANDS HATCH: AMERICAN SPEEDFEST BY MARK LIBBETER

An opening race win,backed up
by a third place finish in race two,
strengthened Alon Day’s hopes
of claiming a third successive
NASCAR Euro Series Elite 1 title
as the championship made its
now annual visit to Brands Hatch
as part of MotorSport Vision
Racing’s ever popular American
SpeedFest meeting.

Belgian Stienes Longin initially led from
poleinrace one, with Loris Hezemans and
Day giving chase. Astherace unfolded,
carburetor problems started tohamper
Hezemans. Day swept around the outside
of the struggling Dutchman at the start
of lap 10 of 38 at Paddock—the corner
temporarily renamed Connor Petch
Bendinrecognition of acompetition
winner—and chased down Longin.

Longin stood firm against the
challenge until amistake at McLaren
inthe closing stages helped Day grab
alead he would not lose. Longin held
off Nicolo Rocca’s challenge to claim
the runner-up spot, while 1991 Formula
Ford Festival winner Marc Goossens
battled his way up to fourth despite
alate tangle with Hezemans.

Hezemansmade a blistering starttolead
the early stages of race two, but failureto
conform torestartregulationsfollowinga
caution period meant he washanded a
drivethrough penalty. Frederic Gabillon
inherited thelead and managed to stave
off intense pressure from Longin for the
remainder of therace to claim the win.

The opening Elite 2 race was a thriller.
Lasse Sorensen stormed through from
theback of the grid to claim a superb
win, but that only told part of the story.
Andre Castro set the paceearly on,
only tobe tipped into a spin by Giorgio
Maggiat Graham Hill Bend. Florian
Venturi was the grateful beneficiary,
buthopes of victoryfaded justtwolaps
from home when gearbox problems
slowed him toa crawl, helping Sorensen
tosnatch alast-gasp success. Former
Mini Challenge UK Cooper S champion
Scott Jeffsinitially took second, only
toreceive a controversial 30-second
penalty post-race for an earlier
collision with Vittorio Ghirelli.

Venturi, sharing the same car that
1997 Formula 1 world champion Jacques
Villeneuve was drivingin the Elite 1
contests, was outof luck againinrace
two. Havingbuilt up a sizeablelead by

e,

Whorton-Eales and Hollamby (inset) have teamed up in Euro NASC

half distance, Venturifound himself
relegated to fourth by Castro, Sorensen
and Maggifollowing a caution period.
Sorensen made sure of hisdouble
success by muscling ahead of Castro
onthe penultimate lap.

There wasno shortage of typically
dramatic actionin the six Legends
races held either. Minor contact between
James Hall-Morton and Sy Harraway at
Druids on the final lap handed Marcus
Pett decisive breathing space to claim
victory in Saturday’s opening heat.

In the second encounter, Sean Smith
narrowly defeated Harraway and Will
Gibsoninabreathless dash totheflag;
the trio covered by just0.130s.

Multiple series champion John Mickel
ended his win drought with victory in
the day’sfinale after potential winners
Paul Simmons and Robin Fountain
tangled on the approach to Druids in
the closing stages.

Pettand Smith each took afurther
winin Sunday’s trio of races, while
double MG Metro Cup champion Tom
Grainger battled through fromlast on
the grid to take the spoilsin thefinale.

Reece Jones powered through to glory
in the opening Pickup Truck contest
after differential problemsruled David
O’Regan out of contention. George
Turiccki claimed second ahead of Paul
Tompkins, thelatter having charged
through from the last row of the grid.
Turicckisaw off O’Regan’s challenge
totakerace two, while Jones claimed
third ahead of race one polesitter
Daniel Petters.

Michael Lyons bounced back from his
hefty crashin the recent FIA Masters
HistoricF1eventat Brandstoscorea
double successin the pair of ‘Anglo
American’ Formula 5000 contests,
despite being troubled by driveshaft
issuesin qualifying. Frank Lyonsfinished
adistantsecondtohissoninraceone
inhisLola T332, while Matthew Wurr
(McLaren M10B) overcame a broken
rear wing to claim third. Wurr tipped
thebalancein hisfavourinrace two
after getting a better launch off the line.

Large grids and an eclectic mix of
carscharacterised the three Bernie’s
V8sencounters. Michael Saunders
claimed a hat-trick of winsin his Ford
Escort Mexico, while Simon Cripps
(MGB Roadster)and Mathew Smith
(TVR Chimaera) both took two podiums.
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DAY BELONGS TOALON AS HE TAKES
TWO EURONASCARPODIUMS

e

WINNERS

NASCAR Euro Series Camaro)
Elite 1

Race 1: Alon Day
(Chevrolet SS)

Race 2: Frederic
Gabillon (Chevrolet SS)
NASCAR Euro Series
Elite 2

Race 1&2: Lasse
Sorensen (Chevrolet

Legends Cars
Championship

Day passed Hezemans and Longin to take the openingE

Jones took the race one Pickup Trucking Racing spoils at Brands Hatch

With Rory Butcher sitting joint

top of the British Touring Car
Championship standings, AmD
Tuning team boss Shaun Hollamby
canfeel justifiably encouraged by
histeam’s start to the season.

Away from the BTCC paddock
though, Hollamby is also embarking
on anew challenge in 2019 by
competinginthe NASCAR Euro
Series. Joined by former BTCC
driver and reigning Mini Challenge
champion Ant Whorton-Eales at
Brands Hatch last weekend forits
annual SpeedFest event, Hollamby
realised an ambition.

“Thiseventis somethingI've
wanted todofor several years,”
Hollamby said. “But it has always
clashed with BTCC roundsinthe
pastsoI’venever had the chance.
It’sfantastic tofinally be involved.”

Hollamby, driving in the Elite 2
classfor gentleman drivers or
youngsters attempting tomove
up thestock carracingladder,
admitted that while heisafan of
the simplicity of the cars, the
adjustment to driving a 400bhp,

_ HOLLAMBY REALISES AMERICAN SPEEDFEST DREAM

V8 NASCAR isnotdone overnight.

“It’sbeen a steep learning curve, but
it certainly helps having Ant alongside
with all hisrace experience and data
tocallupon,” he said. “I’ve managed
to get within half a second of him this
weekend, which I'm happy about.”

Whorton-Eales, sharing the same
Ford Mustang but entered in the Elite
1 division alongside series champions
and category race winners, added that
the cars have proven areal eye-opener.

“Tobehonest, you could get all my
notebooks from whatI havelearned
drivingin Clios, Minis and BTCC cars
inrecent years and throw them away
when it comesto driving these cars,”
hesaid. “I’venever driven anything
like it before. The car moves around
alotand thefaster you go, thelessit
likesit.”

Despite hisrelative inexperience in
the series and hot temperatures on
Saturday afternoon, Whorton-Eales
performed wellinrace one of the
weekend. After battling with fellow
Brit Alex Sedgwick for the majority
of the contest, he eventually got
ahead of Loris Hezemansto claim

Heat 1: Marcus Pett
Heat 2: Sean Smith
Final 1: John Mickel
Heat 3: Marcus Pett
Heat 4: Sean Smith
Final 2: Tom Grainger

Bernie’s V8s

Race 1,2 & 3:
Michael Saunders
(Ford Escort Mexico)

Pickup Truck
Championship

Race 1: Reece Jones
Race 2: George
Turiccki

SpeedFest
Silhouettes

Race 1&2: Malcolm
Blackman (Vauxhall
Tigra)

Anglo American
Formula 5000s
Race 1&2: Michael
Lyons (Lola T400)

uro NASCAR win, before finishing third in the second race

Saunders:Bernie’sV8s hat-trick

eighth at thefinish.

The 2016 Renault UK Clio Cup
championranashighassixthinrace
two on Sunday after battling with
triple champion Ander Vilarino, but
amistake under braking for Paddock
(renamed Connor Petch Bend for
the weekend)led to a trip through
the gravel and eventual retirement.

“Ijust outbraked myself there,”
Whorton-Eales revealed post-race.
“Brakingpoints arein a set place
with these cars and you only have to
be atiny fraction out and you’re off.”

Hollamby was involved in dramas
of hisownin the pair of Elite 2races,
includingsliding off at Druidsin
the second encounter. Nevertheless,
he confirmed heis hopeful of
competingintheremainingevents
“when BTCCroundsdonotclash”.

Whorton-Eales also confirmed
that, while heintendstoraceinthe
series at Venray later in the yearin
order to gain experience of racingon
anoval, he seeshis futureon UK
shores. “The place toberightnowis
intouring cars, soIhopetobeback in
the BTCC again very soon,” he added.
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CROFYT: 7S0MC BY GRAHAM KEILLOH

BOOTHBAGSADOUBLEWINAS
SINGLE-SEATERMOVEPAYS OFF.

Two F1000 wins for
Sport Specials racer

Matthew Booth was competingin
only his third single-seater meeting
ever at Croft last weekend, having
switched from Sport Specials for
this year. But this didn’t stop him
taking two of the three Croft wins,
leading all the way in both contests.

Booth, who had also won at Silverstone
earlier this year, resisted Dan Clowes and
Lee Morganinrace one’s wet conditions.
Morgan won the partially reversed-grid
race two, passing Robert Welham early on,
while Booth finished a close third behind
the pair, before Booth held off Morganin
race three. Welham earlier had only just
maderace one after a clutch problem, and
rose from a pitlane start tofinish sixth.

“It’s been one of my best weekends since
Istartedracing,” Booth said. “I’'m happy,
it’saproper class of racing. Inthelast
year of Sport Specials I waslooking

for abit of achange.I’ve always been
afan of this championship.”

Reigning MR2 champion Shaun Traynor
made it four winsin arow with both Croft
victories. Both were comfortable, afact
aided by previous tableleader Paul
Cook’sban (seeracing news, page9).In
raceone Traynor took control after a brief
early battle with ex-M3 Cupracer Nick
Williamson, new to the championship
this year. Traynor thenled all of race two.
“I couldn’t ask for any more,” he said.

James Wheeler and reigning champion
Russell McCarthy each took a win and
second placeinthe BCV8 championship,
guesting at this meeting. McCarthy’s
Achilles heel of making poor starts
struck inbothraces.Inraceonehe
dropped to fourth at the off then fought
back to be on Wheeler’s bumper by half
distance, but Wheeler held on. Inrace

two McCarthy dropped behind only
Wheeler atthe start and took thelead back
early on when Wheeler missed a gear.

“Iknew that the car had the pace,”
McCarthy said, “but the track’s so
narrow and he’s[Wheeler’s] gotalot
morelow-down torque.”

Luke Sedzikowski and David Whitmore
intheir BMW M4 took their second 2019
Club Enduro win from two. They were
locked together with Andy Marston’s
fellow M4 for much of the three-hour
race, butalate Marston puncture meant
he was consigned to second.

Matthew Weymouth won the wet-but-
drying Roadsportsracein his BMW
E36 M3, despite two offs at Tower.

Team BRIT’s Bobby Trundley won the
116 Trophy race, meaning the karting
graduate has won hisfirst two carraces.

Last year’s 750 Formula championship

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Traynor also took S
a double MR2 win s

runner-up Bill Cowley, makinghisfirst
2019 appearance, won the openingrace
after alengthy scrap with Oliver Collett.
Itlooked like Collett had made a vital late
break buthe crashed out at Sunny on the
penultimate lap. Cowley pulled out of
theracetwolead ashistransmission

was “jumping teeth”, letting Mark Glover
win and with it claim his fourth 2019
triumphinsixraces.

Thomas Gadd had never won a Locost
race prior to the weekend, yet won all
three at Croft. He took thefirst after
swapping thelead with Louis Wall four
times on the finallap; Gadd prevailing
after Wall made a “schoolboy error” to
run off at the complex. The pairlooked
set tofight again for race two honours but
Wallhad to pitashisbonnet cameloose.
Gadd then dominated race three with
Wallrising from the back to finish fifth.

JUNE 1-2
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F1000 Championship
Race 1 & 3: Matthew Booth
Race 2: Lee Morgan

Toyota MR2 Championship
Race 1 & 2: Shaun Traynor

BCV8 Championship
Race 1: James Wheeler (MGB GT V8)
Race 2: Russell McCarthy (MGB GT V8)

Glub Enduro Ghampionship
Luke Sedzikowski/ David Whitmore (BMW M4)

Roadsports
Matthew Weymouth (BMW E36 M3)

750 Formula
Race 1: Bill Cowley (Cowley MKkIV)
Race 2: Mark Glover (Racekits Falcon)

Locost Championship
Race 1, 2 & 3: Thomas Gadd

DONINGTON PARK: BARC BY STEPHEN BRUNSDON JUNE 1-2

ELKMANN COMPLETES ADIVSION 1 SUPERKART GP HAT-TRICK

Photos: Ollie Read

Reigning European Superkart champion
Peter Elkmann produced an utterly
dominant performance to win the
Division 1 Superkart Grand Prix at
Donington Park for the third successive

year, as chief rival Liam Morley hit trouble.

With Sunday’s Grand Prix counting
asachampionshipround, replacing
the cancelled round at Bishopscourtin
April, race one winner Morley missed
outonachancetoadd more pointsas
the Carnforth driver pulled into the
pitsattheend of the opening tour.

Guest entry Elkmann, who beat
Morley to victory in race two, snatched
thelead atthe Old Hairpin from thefast-
starting Lee Harpham and ultimately
took the flagby nearly 22 seconds over
Jason Dredge and Andy Bird.

“The conditions were tricky out
there butImanaged tobuild a good gap,”
Elkmann said. “Thadnoideahow bigit
was, sol keptpushing.”

The British 250 National Grand Prix

was settled in stunningfashion as Paul
Plattheaded Andrew Gulliford by just
0.061s at thefinish. Pointsleader Gareth
Jameshad been in contention with
defending GP champion Jordie Ford, but

the pair’shopes were dashed after contact

atthe Old Hairpin on thefifth lap of 12.
A drivethrough penalty for a pitstop
infringementin the opening Britcar

Endurancerace denied Alastair Boulton

and Tim Gray a double win, with the
PragaR1T pairing sharing victory spoils
with Jonny MacGregor’s Taranis.
MacGregor beat the polesitting
Boulton/Gray by afulllapin the opener

following a well-timed pitstop after
Paul Rose’s stricken Saker at Redgate
brought out the safety car 15 minutes
intothe one-hourrace.

Uponresumption, Boulton and Gray
looked set to challenge MacGregor but
were penalised for having the engine
still running and both doors open
duringrefuelling.

Nosuchmistakes weremadeinrace
two, with Boulton making an assertive
move on Lucky Khera’s McLaren for the
effectivelead at Coppice while MacGregor
served an extended mandatory pitstop
courtesy of hisrace one victory.

Atotal of 45 Caterhams appeared
across the weekend, with the pick of the
action arguably coming in the combined
Sigmax/Mega/Classicraces. Having
managed to escape afour-car battle for the
lead, Stephen Clark and championship
leader Sam Wilson duked it out for top
honoursin the opening encounter, with
Clark nudging ahead by 0.067s at theflag.
Wilson then made light work of the
competition inrace two, easily winning
from Jamie Ellwood, with Clark third.

Alengthy safety car period meant the
opening Clubmans Sports Prototype
raceneverreally got going. Peter
Richings madein-roads into Clive Wood’s
championshiplead with victory in the
openingrace while Wood triumphedin
race two. Wood started thefinal race
from pole but was left stranded on the grid
with mechanical woes, leaving Steven
Dickens victorious from Richings.

The MGOC Championship had the
worst of the rain on Sunday, with the
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Motorsport UK Superkart Race 1: Stephen Clark
GP (Sigmax)
Division 1: Peter Elkmann Race 2: Samuel Wilson
(Anderson/VM) (Sigmax)

F250 National/F450 National:
Paul Platt (PVP/Gas Gas)
F125 Open: Liam Morley

Caterham Graduates
Sigma 150, 125, 135

(Anderson/DEA) Race 1: Luke Balmforth
(Sigma 150)

British Superkart F250 Race 2: Jason McCormack

National/F450/Division 1 (Sigma 150)

Race 1: Liam Morley

(Anderson/VM) Clubmans Sports

Race 2: Peter Elkmann Prototype Championship

(Anderson/VM) Race 1: Peter Richings

(Mallock Mk30PR)
British Superkart F125 Open  Race 2: Clive Wood
Race 1: Kirk Cattermole (Mallock Mk23)

(Raider/IAME) Race 3: Steve Dickens
Race 2: Liam Morley (Mallock Mk29)
(Anderson/DEA)

MG Owners Championship
Britcar Endurance Race 1: Will Sharpe (ZR)
Championship Race 2: Steve McDermid
Race 1: Jonny MacGregor (ZR)
(Taranis)

Race 2: Tim Gray/Alastair
Boulton (Praga R1T)

Sports Prototype Cup
Races 1 & 2: Rob Wheldon
(Revolution)

Caterham Graduates Sigmax Race 3: James Abbott

and Mega (Revolution)

ZRs of Will Sharpe and Steve McDermid
sharingthe wins between them. Sharpe
fended off a fierce assaultfrom McDermid
in the opener before ending the second
racein the gravel.

Rob Wheldon missed out on a trio of
Sports Prototype Cup victories after
suspected fuelissues with alap and a half
of race threeremaining. James Abbott,
whoelected tofitslicks onadryingtrack,
inherited the winin his Revolution A-one.

il

acGregor deniedPragaadouble

T

Dickenswon the Clubmansfinale
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GCrammond and Vokes survive alate scare for Hughes Rally glory

The Hughes Rally

By Martin Phaff

Organiser: Blackpalfrey Motor Club When: June 1 Where: nr
Sevenoaks, Kent Starters: 54.

Current Historic Road Rally
champions lan Crammond and
Matt Vokes (Mercedes 280SL)
took a hard-fought win on the
Hughes Rally from Richard
Isherwood (Volkswagen Golf GTi),

partnered as usual by lan Canavan.

These crews were the class of the
field, over a minute ahead of a
gaggle led by James Griffiths/

James Howell (Mini 1275 GT)

The event was based near Sevenoaks
in Kent and Dave Hughes and his team
fromthe organisers, the Blackpalfrey
Motor Club, continued their tradition
of startingthefirstregularity asthe

event’sKkick-off. This didn’t catch anyone

outas Ken and Sarah Binstead (MGB)
cleanedit, followed by Thomas and
Roger Bricknell (Golf GTi) takingjust

one second and Simon Mellings/Henry

Carr (Toyota MR2) on two seconds.
Mellings had worked through the

night before the event toready a back-up

car when paperwork for the historic
didn’tarrive. He and Carr moved to
the modern class which they promptly
won by over three minutes.

Regulation 2 wasjust thefirst of many
visits to the Ministry of Defence complex
at Mereworth. It was effectively two laps
through theforest including seven speed
changes, six passage checks and three
timing pointsin eight miles. The test
was enjoyed by alland Crammond/
Vokes took the honourson 11 seconds.

Thenextregulation used the yellow
roads around Hemsted Forest and was
simple enough apartfromtheuseof a
‘DIY’ timing point. Ithad been explained
atthedrivers’ briefingbut, at that time,
many of the navigators were busy plotting
andthedriversdidn’ttake the information
onboard-orrelayittothe co-drivers.

Ontwo testsin Hole Park, the quickest
time came from the Bricknells, Gavin

and Carrie Rogers (Reliant Scimitar)and

Paul Hernaman/Ray ‘Crow’ Crowther
(Porsche911). On the next shorttest, last
year’s winners the Bricknells’ challenge
was over as they missed a secret check.
The Whyte sisters, Seren and Elise
(Datsun Stanza) kicked off the
afternoon’srunning with a win.
Another highlight was thefinal
Regulation section, which was taken
by Motorsport News guest driver
Andy Dawson, partnered by Martin
Phaff (Lancia Fulvia).
Five tests at Mereworth followed, all
shortblasts on tracks used earlierin

MERGEDES PAIRON TOP INKENT
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PIONSHIP

Crammond and
Vokes were winners

Isherwood was a class performer

the day, and the Bricknells and Harvey
Steele/Martin Pitt (Volvo 144) shared
thehonours.

Eventual winners Crammond and
Vokes had tonurse their Mercedes
through thefinal test with a sticking
throttle but nevertheless claimed
the spoils.

Results

1 lan Crammond/ Matt Vokes (Mercedes 280SL) 946; 2 Richard
Isherwood/ lan Canavan (Golf GTi) 969; 3 James Griffiths/James
Howell (Mini 1275 GT); 4 Paul Hernaman/Ray Crowther
(Porsche 911); 5 Gavin Rogers/ Carrie Rogers (Reliant Scimitar);
6 Seren Whyte/Elise Whyte (Datsun Stanza); 7 Harvey Steele/
Martin Pitt (Volvo 144); 8 Andy Dawson/Martin Phaff (Lancia
Fulvia) 1187; 9 Thomas Bricknell/Roger Bricknell (Golf GTi); 10
Ken Binstead/Sarah Binstead (MGB). Class winners: Expert
Hernaman/ Crowther (Porsche 911); Novice Phil Woods/ Kelvin
Phipps (Volvo P1800).

e

Andy Dawsbn shéred the Lancia with Martin Phaff and finis

hed eight

Photos: mkpics.net

NATIONAL HOT RODS

Weaver held off
McDonald in the final

National Hot Rods

By Dean Cox

Organiser: Spedeworth When: May 27 Where: Foxhall Heath
Raceway, Ipswich Starters: 28.

Kym Weaver made the most of two very
good heat finishing positions at Ipswich
on Bank Holiday Monday to be well-
placed onthefinal grid. From there,
hetook the victoryin convincing style
in the penultimate round of the English
points chase. Scotland’s Rob McDonald
challenged Weaver hard but had to settle
for second spot with Carl Waller-Barrett
inthird place.

Inthe openingheat, the packed entry
didn’t take longto come to blows. The
firstincident occurred on the Burton

Bend when half adozen cars were sent
inall directions and arace stoppage was
necessary. Ontherestart, Alistair Lowe
took up therunning from Peter Elliott
and a charging Paul Gomm, who clearly
had pace. Gomm put hisfoot down and
took his Tigra to the front of the pack,
where hefinished ahead of Chris Crane.
McDonald climbed up the orderfora
podium finish attheflag.

Thetalking point of heat two was the
suddenretirement of seriesleader Chris
Haird onlap two with collapsed front
suspension. It was Elliott again who
led before the yellows came outfora
stricken Chris Lehec. On therestart,
Elliott continued tolead while Stuart
McLaird reeled himin. Behind them

KYM WEAVERS HIS MAGIC AT IPSWICH

there was afrantic scramblefor places
and aheart-stopping moment as Stefan
Lloyd half-spun on the home straight
and was collected by Gomm and Lloyd
Shelley. Within a couple of laps, Gavin
Murray repeated the same feat and this
time was collected by World champion
Billy Wood, whose nightmare event was
only justbeginning. McLaird managed
toease his Ginetta past Elliott and went
ontotaketheflagfrom Weaver, who
had got through the melee and Elliott
claimed a good third.

Just before thefinal, it was announced
that Wood had been excluded from the
meetingforincorrecttyrelogging. He
hadfallenfoul of arulethat several have
transgressed before him by incorrectly

writingthe tyre numbers down in his
meetinglog. The consequenceisthat
Wood will have to sit out thefinal event
of the campaign at Aldershot and that
means he will have lost any possible
chance of taking the English World
Series pointstitle.

Weaver got away strongly in thefinal
and got hishead down. Behind him
Gomm, Waller-Barrettand McDonald
all gave chase while a strangely off-the-
pace Shane Bland sideswiped the back
straight Armcotoendhisday.

By that stage, Gomm appeared tobe
goingbackwards as McDonald, Waller-
Barrett and Jack Blood all passed him.
Asthelapsranshort, there wasascary
moment for Weaver asa gaggle of

backmarkersfell over each otherto get
out the way, resultingin gettingin
the way. McDonald may have thought
this was his chance but Weaver just
managed to hold some momentum
and crossed the line first.

Results

Heat one: 1 Paul Gomm (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Chris Crane (Vauxhall
Tigra); 3 Rob McDonald (Vauxhall Tigra); 4 Jack Blood (Vauxhall
Tigra); 5 Kym Weaver (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Chris Haird (Vauxhall Tigra);
T Alistair Lowe (Vauxhall Tigra); 8 Perry Cooke (Vauxhall Tigra). Heat
two: 1 Stuart McLaird (Ginetta GA0R); 2 Kym Weaver (Vauxhall
Tigra); 3 Peter Elliott (Peugeot 206cc); 4 Carl Waller-Barrett (Vauxhall
Tigra); 5 Dick Hillard (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Jason Kew (Ginetta G40R);
7 Paul Gomm (Vauxhall Tigra); 8 Shane Bland (Vauxhall Tigra). Final:
1 Weaver; 2 McDonald; 3 Waller-Barrett; 4 Haird; 5 Aaron Dew
(Ginetta G40R); 6 Blood; 7 Kew; 8 Gomm; 9 Colin Smith (Vauxhall
Tigra); 10 Gavin Murray (Vauxhall Tigra). Standings (after 13/14
rounds): 1 Haird 459; 2 McDonald 456; 3 Kew 422; 4 Billy Wood
(Vauxhall Tigra) 415; 5 Murray 392; 6 Weaver 384.
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Neil Randon speaks to aman who, two months ago, was at death’s door

THE INGREDIBLE COMEBAGK OF

In February, Newson was given a 30% chance of survival

- =

hisyearhas
beennotable
formemorable
sporting
comebacks.
Tiger Woods got
theballrolling,
literally, when he won the US
Masters at Augustain April, and
was followed by the dramatic
last-gasp winsin the Champions
League semi-finals of Liverpool
and Tottenham Hotspur.

Butthese glorious victories pale
intorelative insignificance compared
tothe comeback of BriSCA F1 stock
car driver Mat Newson.

On February 23, the 33-year-old
from Aylsham in Norfolk, wasina
critical conditionin Leicester
hospital and was givenlessthana
30% chance of survival.

Just twomonthslater Newson
wasreceivingrapturous applause
after winning the openingheat at
hishometrack at King’s Lynn,
before taking victoryinthefinal
atBelle Vuea week later.

Tosuggest Newsonislucky tobe
alive, let alone winning stock car
races, cannot be underplayed. If
it were not for three completely
chanceeventsonthenighthewas
takenill, his story would have
resultedin an obituary.

InFebruary, havingproved a
popular and highly successful
eveningthe previous year, the Athena
Leicester played host to Fight Night 2
—acharity boxing eventinvolving
BriSCA stock car drivers competing
in15three-round contests.

Newson was due tobe one of the
contestants but caught the flu
priortotheevent. Having thought
hehad shaken off the virus, he
then washardly able to walk due
toseverepaininhisleftleg.

“Iwenttothedoctorsaweek
leadingup tomy boxing match,
strugglingbecausel couldn’tget
my leftlegtomove,” says Newson.

“They kept tellingmeIhad sciatica
inmy back which was affectingmy
leg, soobviouslyIbelieved them.”

Newson hadnooptionbutto
withdraw from the fight. Feeling

emasculated asaresult,he was
concerned hisfellow drivers
would think he had no stomach
togetinthering.

“Irangtheorganisers and told
them Iwould have topull out of
theboxing,” says Newson. “But
Iwasworried that everyone would
think I'had bottled it, which was
never the case.

“Ithoughttheonly thingIcould
dowasgotoitand people would
really seeIcouldn’t walk and would
understand why I pulled out.”

Itturned out, with hindsight, tobe
one of the mostimportant decisions
he will ever make, becauseif hehad
stayed at home the chancesarehe
would not be alive today. The first
card, butnotan obviousoneatthis
stage, had fallenin hisfavour.

Onthenightitself Newson felt
even worse. “Igottothe boxingand
Icouldhardly sitdown,” he says. “I
ended uplaying there watching afew
of thefights—and thenIcollapsed.”

Itwasthenthatasecond card
strengthened his hand. Just before
hetook aturnforthe worse an
ambulance had been called aftera
womanhadbeen takenill having
consumed toomuch alcohol.

Butduetoamisunderstanding
twoambulances arrived atthe same
time. The second ambulance was just
about tobe sentaway when Newson’s
predicament became apparent.

Newson was sent to the Royal
Hospitalin Leicester. Doctors
checked him over but believed
one of thedevicesused, apulse
oximeter that checks oxygen,
wasn’tfunctioning properly asit
registered levelsin hisblood that
were solow he should be dead.

“They shook the machineand
said ‘well, it can’t be working’,”
says Newson, who was still
consciousat thistime.

Butitwas. Tothe doctors’ utter
amazement Newson was still
abletotalk and breathe-but
only just—when thelevels
suggested he shouldn’tbe able
to doeither. He had sepsis brought
on by about of pneumonia.

“Thadthefluleadinguptoitbut

what finished me off wasthe
pneumonia took all the oxygen
| outof myblood,” explains Newson.
“SobythenIcouldn’tmoveand
Icouldn’tbreathe.Ithink thatis
why myleghad shutdown.”
But therelay the next major crisis.
With such dangerously low levels,
Newson desperately needed an
ECMO (Extra Corporeal Membrane
Oxygenation) machineto help
| oxygenate hisblood ashislungs
were unable to function properly.
The Royal, however, didn’t have
such apiece of equipment—and
| withoutithehadlittleorno
‘ chance of survival.

It wasthen thatthe third cardfell
favourably to complete the set. It
justsohappened the neighbouring
hospital in Leicester, the Glenfield,

| isone of only five hospitalsin

Britainthathasan ECMO machine...

And so Newson was swiftly

transported to Glenfield, where

| hewasgivenan MRIand CTscan
before afive-hour operation. A pipe
hadtobeinsertedinto his heart
viahisjugular to pump blood out
of hisbody into the ECMO machine

| beforereturningit oxygenated
back into hisbody. Healsohad a
tracheotomy and was connected
toakidney dialysis machine.

| Adelicatebalance had tobemade
thatadded to the high-risk nature

‘ of the process. Newson’s blood
had to be thinned dramatically to
stopit clotting during oxygenation.
Italsomeant that even a small

haemorrhageinternally could
resultin him bleeding to death.

Thefirst48 hours were crucial.
For Newson’s mother, Anita, it
was hard to comprehend what
was happening before her eyes.

Onsocial media stock car fans
only had sketchy news of Newson’s
condition and were desperate
tofind out what the situation
was with one of their heroes.

Anita Newson gave a brief outline
of her son’s prognosis on Facebook
and left fans with one poignant and
heart-wrenching message. “Please
pray for him,” she wrote.

Eventually, the tide began to
turn. By the end of the week
Newson was gradually brought
round once his oxygen levels had
improved sufficiently. When he
eventually regained consciousness
andresponded to questions, one of
BriSCA Fl1sbest drivers yet to win
amajor title had a good chance of
winning amajor health scare.

After afew days he was fit
enough tomovetohislocal
hospital in Norwich before
being allowed to go home.

“For the first week at home
Ididn’tleave the house,” Newson
says. “AndthenIstarted getting
out with my friends a bit and then
eventually I would get to the yard,
do anhour of work before feeling
completely knackered.”

Despite still feeling very weak
and havinglost three stonein
weight, Newson-wholeasesa

Newsonwas soonback on form,winning atKing’s Lynnlast month

Back in the paddock:

Photos: Neil Randon, Colin Casserley

Newson has defied
the odds this season

number of F1 stock carstodrivers
aspartof hisbusiness-wenttothe
opening BriSCA F1 meeting of the
season at King’s Lynn at the end of
March to oversee his fleet of cars.

“Just watchingtheracing
frustrated me so much,” Newson
says. “And going to Mildenhall
the following week completely
did my headin.”

Andsoatleastamonthand
ahalf earlier than advised, and
still unable to walk properly,
Newson decided it was time to get
back behind the wheel again.

“Isaid tomydad,if Idon’tfeelup
toitafter oneraceI'llload the car
upagain,” he says. “Butactually
driving the car was alot easier
thanIthoughtit was goingto be.
Itwastherushingaroundinthe
pits afterwards that was difficult.”

Newsonreturned to the track at
Stoke on April 20, finishing eighth
inthe consolation event. Two
dayslater at Belle Vue he finished
second in both his heats as well
as thefinal behind Nigel Green.

A weeklaterit wasback toKing’s
Lynn for its World Championship
qualifyinground where he won
hisfirstrace since hisillness, his
personal highlight of the season
sofar, before winning the final
at Belle Vue on May 6.

The transformation on the short
ovals had been extraordinary, as
was his sense of understatement.

“Tobefair,” Newson says. “I've
hadagreatstarttotheyear.” &

<

Newson at Skegness
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| ByHalRidge

Former WRC 2 champion Pontus
Tidemand will make a second
rallycross appearance of the
season in Norway next week.
Tidemand teamed up with Per EKlund
Motorsporttomakehisreturntothe
disciplinelast month at Silverstone
racinga Volkswagen Beetlein the
European Championship Supercar
category andran ashigh asthirdin the
final before finishing the race sixth.

“We’ve been working to get us back
inthe gameandtogetintothefinal [at
Silverstone], 'mhappy,” he told
Motorsport News. “It can be possible
todomorethisyear. The carhasbeen
working well, Imissed one start but
apartfromthatithasall been going
quite good I would say, and Perisalotof
fun to work with soI'mreally enjoyingit.”

Havingmade selected World RX
appearances for Mattias Ekstrom’s
EKSteamin 2014, notably in the first
eventforthesquadat Hell, Tidemand

hasnow entered the second round in
Norway inthe EuroRX category.

The Swede, who drove for M-Sport
in thefirst two rounds of the WRC this
seasonin Monte Carlo and Sweden, will
beruninthe sameteam as Kristoffersson
Motorsportdriver Sondre Evjen, whois
alsobeingassisted by Eklund.

Another WRCdriver, Kevin Abbring
will also competein Hell. The former
works Hyundai WRC driver will make
his World RX debut with the ES
Motorsportsquad, for which he

" Tidemand (right) will

tackle more rounds

2T —a

L ———
conducted most of the 600 miles of
developmentrunningover the winter
withitsnew Skoda Fabia.

ESranreigning European Super1600
champion Rokas Baciuskainthe opening
tworounds of the year before splitting
with thedriver ahead of the Belgian event
at Spa. Francois Duval drove for the team
inhishomeeventbut failed tomake the
semi-final. The squad skipped the British
round at Silverstone last month and was
handed a suspended £44,000 fine, but will
now run Abbringin Hell.

.

PeCoy thrilled
at Supercar bid

The opening round
of the Americas
Rallycross season
will take place this
weekend at Mid
Ohio Motorsports
Park, where former
ARX2 frontrunner
Travis PeCoy will
make his debut

for Steve Arpin’s
Loenbro Motorsports
operation.

PeCoy will race an
M-Sport-built Ford
Fiesta Supercar
alongside Arpinin
the squad in the six-
round campaign.

“It’s been a long off-
season and I can’t wait
tojump in a Supercar!”
said PeCoy.

“Cominginto the
2019 season, I'm proud
tosay thatI have
never been more
excited, motivated,
and determined to
startracing than
Iamright now.

“From talkingtoa
number of people
who have experienced
whatit’slike tobein
a Supercar, I’ve
heard the stories of
the feeling it gives you,
so being one of the few
toeverdrive oneis a
great chance. The
competition is stacked
in the big cars and
thereis alot of respect
to be earned, the
pressureisonbutI’'m
ready to handleit.”

Piguet Junior to make rallycross return in the new Titans championship and will share with Wurz

Nelson Piquet Jr will return to
racingarallycross car at Lydden
Hill nextmonth.

TheBrazilian driver has signed
tocompeteinselected rounds of the
new Titans RX rallycross series.

Piquet previously competed in
the now-defunct American-based
GRCseries, winning the Washington

Ex-F1 driver Piquet will drive a Pantera

DCroundin2015aboard an

SH Rallycross Ford Fiesta.

He willnow race in four rounds of
thenew Titans championship this
year, sharing a single-make Pantera
RX6 seat with double Le Mans winner
Alexander Wurz. Piquethas
been competingin Stock Car Brazil
eventssince splitting with the Jaguar
teamin Formula E earlier this year.

Piquetsaid: “I'm very happy tobe

joining Titans RX, Ilove all forms
of motorsportandIreally enjoyed
competinginrallycrossin Americaa
few yearsago, soit will be great to get
back behind the wheel of arallycross
car. We're goingtohavealot of fun!”
Piquet willraceinthe French and
British rounds, before skipping the

Portuguese weekend at Montalegre

returnfor thefollowing two events,
before Wurz competesin the season-
finalein Germany in October.
Piquethasraced a single-make
rallycross car at Lydden Hill before.
Hedrovein the British round of
World Rallycross’ RX Lites Cup
support category at Lydden Hill
in2014. Therehe made thefinal,

for Wurz todrive the car. Piquet will

butretired on the openinglap.

Eriksson makes it back-to-back wins in RallyX Nordic

Reigning RX2 champion Oliver Eriksson
claimed his second win in as many events
inthe third round of RallyX Nordic

at Nysum in Denmark last weekend.

Drivingafurther-developed version
of the Honda Civic Coupesruninthe
American-based GRC until the end of
2017 by hisfather Andreas’ OlsbergsMSE
concern, Eriksson won his second final
inarow toextend his pointslead.

It was 2014 European rallycross
champion Robin Larsson who was fastest
in each of the qualifying sessions he was
classified, but the Swede was disqualified
from Q2 after passing a car under a yellow
flag following being unsighted by dust.

Larsson chased Eriksson from the
back of the grid throughout the
semi-final, then again in the final
butaright-rear puncture hampered
his challenge. Finnish driver Jere
Kalliokoski, who will also compete
in selected rounds of World RX for
Manfred Stohl’s STARD team,
finished third in an ex-STARD
Ford Fiesta.

RX2frontrunner Ben-Philip
Gundersen won the Supercar Lites
final, while Rasmus Tuominen claimed
amaiden victory inthe RX Academy
category and former Academy racer
Isak Reiersen won in the CrossCar class.

Ol1ver Er1ksson held off the chasmg Robm Larsson Who had started at the back throughout the Nord1c f1na1 ]
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MN SAYS...
Orders are orders, but tactics are tough

World Rally champion Ogier was very angry in Portugal, but was he correct?

Rally Portugal, on the face of it, had been a pretty ordinary event in terms of what happened on the stages. Ott Tanak had wrapped up a third
win of the year in his Toyota Yaris WRC, and Hyundai had bounced back to second place after a tough event. Champion Sebastien Ogier won
the powerstage, and that was that.

Hyundai had employed orders to tell its drivers, Dani Sordo and Sebastien Loeb, to help Thierry Neuville's path to the front. In fairness, Ogier had no problem
with that — and nor should he have. In a contest which awards a trophy for the winning manufacturer and where firms are allowed to enter more than one car, that |
is always going to happen. His major concern was about the potential for Sordo to interfere with another competitor by pulling off the road and rejoining, thus |
impeding rivals. It didn't happen, but there are two things that spring to mind: where did Ogier get his info from (surely Hyundai needs to stop the internal leaks)
and, if there is no written rule against a car stopping on stage and restarting, why isn’t he venting his spleen at those who formulate the rulebook instead?
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOF S
FAVOURITE OF

THE WEEK!

'Austnan GP 2014 Niki Lauda takes

Sam Nudd’s British F3 pack photograph part in an F1 demo. From James Lomax
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Rebecca Loulse S Castle Combe photo British GT drama by Stuart Taunton

DGOT AN OPINION? > > > LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK |

Another pic from Mike Farmer, this time of a GN pressing on hard at Oulton Park
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TV GUIDE

Novalak (17) is the man tobeatin BRDC British Formula 3 this season

Tuneinforall the best action from

the BRDC British Formula 3
Championship as the series
visited Snetterton (Wednesday,
1900-2000hrs, BT Sport 3). Would
Clement Novalak continue his
impressive starttothe season or
could Johnathan Hoggard chip
intohisrival’s pointslead?
Takeatripbackintimewith F1
Classic Races andrelive the 2008

Canadian Grand Prix (Wednesday,

2100-2315hrs, SKy Sports F1).
Aschampionship protagonists
Lewis Hamilton and Kimi
Raikkonen collided in the pits,
Robert Kubica went on toscore

the only win of his F1 career to date.

Catch highlights from Down
Under and the latest round of
Australian Supercarsfrom
Winton as Scott McLaughlin
continued hisimpressive title
defence (Thursday, 1430-1630hrs,
BT Sport?2).

Andfinally, witness all the thrills
and spills from round seven of the
World Rally Championship
and Rally Portugal (Sunday,
1145-1245hrs, BT Sport 3).

Six-time champion Sebastien
Ogier held anarrowleadinthe
standings priorto the event, but
titlerivals Thierry Neuvilleand
Ott Tanak would belookingto
closethe gap.

EIVESTVAR (il legn

DTM: Misano

B Race 1:Saturday, 1215-
1345hrs, Freesports

B Race 2: Sunday, 1215-
1315hrs, Freesports

Euroformula
Open:Spa

B Race 1: Saturday, 1430-
1530hrs, BT Sport 3

B Race 2: Sunday, 1300-
1345hrs, BT Sport 3

W Series: Misano
B Race: Saturday, 1445-
1600hrs, Channel 4

GT Open:Spa

B Race 1: Saturday, 1530-
1700hrs, BT Sport 3

B Race 2: Sunday, 1400-
1515hrs, BT Sport 3

IndyCar:Texas
B Race: Sunday, 0100-
0400hrs, Sky Sports F1

NASCAR:
Michigan

M Race: Sunday, 1830-
2300hrs, Premier Sports 1
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Hamilton won in Monaco

Canadian Grand Prix
Sky Sports F1 HD

B Drivers’ press conference:
Thursday, 1600-1630hrs

B Welcome to the weekend:
Thursday, 1800-1830hrs
BFP1:Friday, 1445-1645hrs
BFP2:Friday, 1845-2045hrs
BFP3: Saturday, 1545-1730hrs
B-Qualifying: Saturday, 1800-
2045hrs

BRace: Sunday, 1730-2230hrs
BHighlights: Sunday, 2300-
0000hrs

Channel 4 HD
highlights

B-Qualifying: Saturday, 2250-
0020hrs

BRace: Sunday, 2300-0100hrs
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RACING racing from 0925hrs (qualifying Admission adult £15,under 15 1000hrs) Sunday, racing from Laois Heartlands Mini S O 1
SATURDAY : from 0900hrs) Admission £26, : free Web barc.net Contact01264 : 1100hrs (qualifying from 0930hrs) : Stages Rally : )
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Castle Combe Saloons Starts : Pre'66 Touring Cars, Pre'66 Minis, @ Challenge Starts Saturday, racing : mCarlisle, Cumbria : SUNDAY :

racing from 1205hrs (qualifying ¢ Dutch HGT, Dunlop Saloons, ¢ from 1210hrs (qualifying from : ATL Carlisle Stages : mAldershot, Hants . ADVERTISING

from 0900hrs) Admission adult : Classic FF1600 Starts Saturday, ¢ 0900hrs) Sunday, racing from : Starts0831hrs : National Hot Rods ! Tel: +44 (0) 203 405 8110 (Display) or

£16, under 13 free Web msv.com ¢ racing from 1530hrs (qualifying ¢ 0925hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs) ¢ Admission free ¢ Starts 1200hrs Admission TBA

+44 (0) 203 405 8109 (Classified)

Contact 08434539000 . from 0905hrs) Sunday, racingfrom  : Admission adult £15, child free : Webracrmc.org : Web nationalhotrod.com . .

: 0910hrs Admission adult £16, : Webangleseycircuit.com Contact  : : MBuxton, Derbys T tRsldegieMonday 2 ot
SATURDAY/SUNDAY : under13free Web msv.com : 01407811400 : SUNDAY : BriSCAF1 Sales Director James Robinson
m Silverstone, Northants : Contact 08434539000 : @EMondelloPark,Ireland : mDaltonBarracks, : Starts 1300hrs Admission :  Display Sales Christian Plucknett, Jamie Brooker
British GT meeting: British GT, : HPembrey, SWales : MEC meeting: FormulaVee, Formula : Abingdon : adults £18, childrenaged 9-17 £7, S R

BRDC Formula 3, Ginetta GT5,
Mini, VW, Ginetta G40/Ginetta
Racing Drivers Club Starts
Saturday, racing from 1420hrs
(qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday,

: BARC meeting: C1 Challenge,

: Sports/Saloons Starts Saturday,

: racing from 1200hrs (qualifying from
: 0900hrs) Sunday, racing from

i 1000hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)

¢ Sheane, BOSS Formula Libre, SEAT,
: Historic Racing Cars, Fiesta Zetec,

: Fiesta ST, Legends Cars, ASK

: Supercars Starts Saturday, racing

: from 1145hrs (qualifying from

¢ Abingdon CAR-nival ¢ under 8sfree Web brisca.com :
: Starts 0900hrs : :
: Admission TBA * Details correctattime of press
: Web abingdoncarnival.com . butcheck before travelling. ;
: mPortlaoise, CountyLaois
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KINSBOURNE CARS LTD
1997 KIA ELAN CONVERTIBLE (LHD)
£13,700 (9000 MILES)

+44 (0)1727 855866 / +44 (0)7989 476930

WWW.KINSBOURNECARS.CO.UK KINSBOURNE

PENDINE
1965 PORSCHE 911 SWB COMPETITION CAR
£POA

07770762 751
WWW.PENDINE.COM

PENDINE E

1989 FORD GTD 40
£87,500

+44 (0)1424 870600
WWW.CKL.CO.UK

TAYLOR & CRAWLEY
1973 PORSCHE 911RSR 2.8L

£POA
+44 (0)20 7823 2599 | INFO@TAYLORANDCRAWLEY.CO.UK

WWW.TAYLORANDCRAWLEY.CO.UK

M\
‘ -
&
PAUL MATTY SPORTS CARS
1963 ALFA ROMEO 2600 SPRINT COUPE
£21,950
+44 (0)1527 835 656
WWW.PAULMATTYSPORTSCARS.CO.UK W

1970 MORGAN PLUS-8 MOSS BOX

£POA

HELEN@RTCC.CO.UK / (0)118 983 1200
WWW.RTCC.CO.UK RICHARD THORNE

2000 PORSCHE 911-996 GT3 R
£140,000

MARKDONALDSON

SPORTS & COMPETITION CARS OF ALL ERAS

-

2001 PORSCHE 911-996 GT3 RS
£90,000

MARK DONALDSON
01252 759009
WWW.MARKDONALDSON.COM

1984 PEUGEOT 205 T16
£167,000

FERRARI 512 BB
£285.000

FERRARI 308 GTB
£59,950
MUGELLO CARS

07973 444468

FERRARI 246 DINO
£POA

WWW.MUGELLOCARS.CO.UK

WANT TO SEE YOUR CAR IN OUR WEEKLY SHOWCASE? CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING TEAM ON 0203 405 8109
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2013 Mercedes-Benz Actros 1842LS Bigspace
£FPOA+VAT

Colour Yellow Transmission Automatic
Mileage 191,500 kilometres Registration BD26EKJ
Body type Tractor unit Fuel Diesel

ACTROS 1842LS BIGSPACE 2013 (62)

12.8It 420hp engine

eurod Emissions

12 speed Automatic Gearbox

Registered in Feb 2013 (62)

Twin Bunks the Top Bunk is a Luxury Version with Levelling Function
£3500 Worth of Night Time Auxiliary Air Conditioning Mounted on the Rear Bulkhead
Night Heater

Upgraded Climate Control System

Alarm System with Interior Monitoring

Fridge

Air Horn

Factory Roof and Side Air Deflectors and Factory Side Skirts

Long Range 570It Alloy Fuel Tank

Sliding 5th Wheel. Choice all under 200.000 KMs

Contact Tim Sutcliffe on 07748 147952
Email Tim direct on tim.sutcliffe @citywestcommercials.co.uk
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Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday

Classified =t

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Telephone: 0203 405 8109 Email: mnads@motorsport.com

Motorsport News Classified Brand New Private Seller Rates If you wish to advertise in the Address for advertising Important If you are a trade advertiser this must be
offers a fantastic opportunity to Lineage: Motorsport News Classified please The publishers reserve the right to refuse '”d'cfted in }’0:f :?rIeItIEement Advem?slrSf
advertise to a uniquely motorsport 25 words = £25 (£30 inc Vat) call 0203 405 8109 or advertisements and do not accept liability for are also reminded that they are responsible for
. .. X . i ] X clerical or printers errors. complying with legal requirements currently in
based audience. Advertising with 25 words + Picture = £35. (£42inc vat) email mnads@motorsport.com Motorsport News Advertising Terms for approved accounts strictly net within force. | ) ! )
us puts your advert right in front Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat) Deadline: Mondays at 12noon 1 Eton Street, 30 days. The advertiser's name and address ;5”‘ Wee‘ﬁst!‘m";e Pr'ogto b dat‘el;ﬁ%u"gdl
i : i . must accompany all advertisements, whether for or cancellation or any adverusement. erbal
of a very hands on and involved :';1011(;81:::1’ ::)‘1 Box Advert (subject to change on Bank Holiday Richmond, Dublication ey confirmation taken on the phone is binding.
inc v -

motorsport market. 2i weeks) TW9 1AG Any advertisement received too late for publication i

£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat) Payment: Cheques and postal and any advertisement received too late for Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.

Private seller Offer orders should be made payable to inclusion in the current issue will automatically be Terms of acceptance of advertising are available

25% off when you book for 4 weeks Autosport Media UK Ltd inserted in the next available issue. on request.

SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

www.kaylan.co.uk
\(f
i" i LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM| |V o= VP = I 8 o F= T =) ol —
' LOTUS 900-SERIES '

VAUXHALL XE The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

VAUXHALL ECOTEC Like U
The wmnlng ROVER K-SERIES E] Follow Us s _
" twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts
Call or buy online! —

QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK

01753532222 |/ Simpson Exhausts

formula in high
performance plastlc...

Nothing endu punkshiment received by the underssd a World R II'\-I F betler than Kyl
Resistant o I I I gk D sion, our special elastome e L | se=built bo mll st I
repeated fiexing, extreme albirs 0 st ut an rest o gravel track might throw at it
Mo wander then that the world's top rally teams ck e Kyl III s ection. Join the likes of
M &1 I shi and Seal and change to ICin'I.all

* Klstdllags [hoth meulded and pursched] ® Prodeciion for; Trading Arms, Gearbor, Hose Jednis, Toe Links, Differenisel and Genersd Underbody Probeeion
& Wheel Arch Lining # Engine and Gearboa Mousty # Bushes and Bumpsiops #® Sump and Tank Guards # Bewpoke Mowlded Parta # Fall Cutting Servier Availabie

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

T: +44 (0)1274 590824 A F: +44 (0)1274 531409

Kay-Dee Engineering Plasties Ltd
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—_—
—
—
—
—_—
—
—
—_
—
=
—

MITSUBISHI

Grp N, R4,

TO ADVERTISE B13 / Open Class

Hawk and Carbotech YOUR
el 1 g e Tolg gyl I3 T3 | PRODUCTS AND f

Carbotech SERVICES IN Tel 01524 761398
WS A . OUR NEXT Large amount of
ISSUE CALL parts held in stock

ready for immediate

0 z 0 3 4 0 5 de§patch View our

online catalogue at

8109 waynesis@aol.com

PERFORMANCE BRAKES . www.cambridgemotorsport.com .arnsidemotorsport.co.uk

C ambri.dge sales@cambridgemotorsport.com
Motorsport Parts

IIIII ANMCE BROKERS IMSURAMNCE BRONERS

DURATEC @&ZETE GIENGINES

| . POLICIES FOR
| | ~ COMPETITION CARS ENGINE ENGINE
v RALLY & RACE CARS . S
~ SERVICE VEHICLES S 1w

COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

——— wawwwwwwww.dunnellengines.com /111
PHONE: 0161 440 7590 N .

e Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com
quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk _ _
T L T T T SOOI WO Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 S5EP, England
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MARKETPLAGE

=

ort 3 THE UK’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIES

BESPOKE TANK SIEIWI(}IE"?”’%W

WE CEAN MANUFACTURE ONSITE ANY SHAPE
SIZE S CAPACITY OF TANK YDU NEED!' S

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 150 ml.nn " 1] FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON -'H
[H300mm x W300 x L900mm) > [H610mm x W610mm x L1525mm] _.'_- i 300mn Omm x L = i [H250mm x W300mm x LE00mm] '

3 S W
B
e i

PROJECT ' HpF PROJECT
GHB-FI'-DEGR | ~_CMB-FTO14

CUSTOM - CUSTOM
1 X OFF CENTER FILLER 1 X FAR SIDE FILLER INLET, 6MM OUTLET
NECK [BAFFLED] +FORK LIFT BRACKETS [BAFFLED] 1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

WHATEVEROUTRIUESWE CAN MAKERIANKIEOR Yours

JEL TANK ALUMINIUM 4 GALLON FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 GALLON WATER TANK STAINLESS STEEL 85 GALLON FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 18 n.ll.l.ﬂll
XKW [H250mm x W300mm [H230mm xW‘?ﬁDmm [H300mm x W300mm

x L90Omm] \ x LO0Omm]
i\ & I_ - :l i = i .:."

PROJECT M proJECT ] gl PROJECT |

CMB-FT-004 CMB-FT017 CMB-FT015

CUSTOM - CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL CUSTOM

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET
e NECK [BAFFLED] " FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [Bﬂ\FFLED]

Quote SP329 when vou calli0 1744 895888 WWWw.compbrake.

Compbrake Motorsport Ltd, Belvedere Barn Estate, Unit F1, Crank Road, Billinge, Wigan, WN5 7EZ Sales: salas@cnmpbraka com Technical: technical@compbrake.com

F— . =

-
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MOTO RSPORT

f%%m £60.30

High quality, reliable, quiet g ;?,,,240 LTR/HR
761))[17 Used by professionals ,,';;,»\ 2‘1*0 LTR/HR @ 3BAR

_ MOTORSPORT

OTP \§ : 1 |
mﬂsc_?‘)b £56.00 A AN GUP IR~ £70.90

Replaces: i ot A

{{(P3044 1).
gﬁ .373]'_|.TR/HR
7" 4318 LTR/HR @ 3BAR

Replaces:;Bosch10580,254.044

‘/ Tel: 01784 493 555 www.glencoelid.co.uk Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @ 20%
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MARKETPLACE

IBrojessionalfMotorspontiRarts¥S pavesiGaRallylEquipment
Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888 |

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ

ally Lo s 122 2702

NEW Massive 2019 Full colour Rally Design Moforsport Catalogue NOW AVAILABLE!

"/ LANCASTER INSURANCE %,

(LASSK

MOTOR |

Mo
: J&iﬁ:’?,’{“}f 2019

Mk1 Mexico front wing, LH or RH each £265.22 £318.27

Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, std. each E72.10 £86,52

Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, RS2000  each L175.00 £210.00
Full listing of all MkT and Mk2 body panels on our website

www.rallydesign.co.uk

Atlas plate style diff, historic spec. with ‘Boreham’ mods,

18 tooth side gears £495.480 £594.96
SPARES
Spare side gears, 18 tooth each £32.50 £39.00
Mmors;;nr: plate kit £83.90 E100.68
Wavy plate each £16.30 £19.56 RA ;
Atlas CWE 3.4, 3.7, 4.6, 5.1 £251.80 £302.16 G EO MY ISR AT KT rop e rnpnd
Atlas axle casing, thick Wilwood brakes kit, 265x10, Powerlite caliper £299,51 £359.41 RS$2000 (Pinto) ally radiator
tube, double pinned & breather £198.60 £238.32 Wilwood brakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper E468.49 £562.19 L179.60 £215.52
Pig’s head only L165.00 £198.00 Wilwood brakes kit, 285x21, Midilite caliper £571.40 £685.68 13/235 oil cooler
Balance bar pedal box, cable clutch £189.50 £227.40 W0.10 £60.12
Balance bar pedal box, hydraulic clutch E£215.00 £258.00
RMD master cylinders from £21.50 £25.80 Lockable fuel filler
Wilwood master cylinders from £29.50 £35.40 cap assembly
Axle end stubs, R/H & L/H thread pair £49.% £59.88 Wilwood proportioning valve, knob £42.50 £51.00 ‘ £49.50 £59.40
Axle locking rings, R/H & L/H thread pair £21.90 £26.28 Wilwood proprtioning valve, lever L57.50 £69.00 Silicone hose kit, Mexico or RS2000
Locking ring adjustiment tool £25.50 £30.60 Blackline ‘swaged” stainless brake lines, 3-line £29.74 £35.69 {availshle blue. ilack or red)
Caliper mount brackels, suit AP pair £29.50 £35.40 Classic Ford wheels 6x13 £69.00 £82.80 (62,94 £74.81
7x13 £76.00 £91.20
8x13 LA7.50 £105.00
ax15 L£99.00 £1718.80

pair £218.60 £262.32

Ful::y floating hub assembly without shafits
Fully floating axle kit, inc.(2) F/F Hub assemblies
plus (2) 43407 halfshafts, 18 tooth

ﬂ_ur-i-h-h
£69.00 £82.

(choice of length) £328.60 £394.38
Fange to suit F/F hub kit £49.50 £59.40
SPARES
Studs eachs.90 £7.08 =
Seal pack pack z£13.90 £16.68 Poly’ bump stops, top axle mounting pair £8.12 £9.75
Bearing, top quality each £38.90 £46.68 Escort 11/1300 front springs, 145-2201bs pair £15.80 £40.56
770mm ‘4340 halfshaft, 18 tooth each £77.50 £93.00 Escort RS front 145-2200bs pair £331.80 £40.56
820mm *4340° halfshaft, 18 tooth each £82.50 £99.00 1.97 & 2.25” coil springs, 20,000 in stock! from £15.90 £19.08
. - i g
All Blackline halfshafts G, 1 and G 4 are manufactured from 4340 alloy steel ﬁ:‘{tushbfeinspn: set:: ;25»_2 257 i;: ;:j f‘;;zg
and have induction hardened teeth to Rockwell 50 HRC specifications. G perspr Py :P t " i b ’ ach £67.60 £81.12
434ﬂuabmﬁhﬂceassl'rmgasfﬂMﬂhematmaIuﬁachngiuﬂﬁuﬂsmmﬂy ey d‘ ble i o ":': .
manufactured from). It has a high degree of ductiliy to absorb shock loadings of Gaz, adjustable (3-way) front shocks each £299.50 £359.40
t acceleration, taking some fﬂg off the differential and CWP. However, it has Gaz, a !mfﬂb'tf rate rear shocks each . £65.00 £78.00
a very yield s!rengrh to sustain high torque loads without failure, 4340 is the Quick steering racks RH 2:9 ratio ETT19.50 £143.40
ideal halishaft materia RH 2:4 ratio E£139.50 £167.40
H 2:4 ratio £149.50 £179.40
266 x 27 ‘Forest’ type discs pair £159.00 £190.80
FBL 002 disc bells pair E51.00 £61,.20
Halfshaft flange, not F/E suil sid. axle cach £59.50 E71.40
ENGLISH AXLE PARTS, H/duty quick steering racks RH 2:4 ratio E174.50 £209.40
BLACKLINE RH 2:2 ratio £204.50 £245.40
LH 2:4 ratio E184.50 £225.40
English plate style diff (30/90 ramps) LH 2:2 ratio £214.50 £257.40
Available 18 tooth (mates with semi-floating OFEM style steering rack mounts pair £16.80 £20.1T6
conversion kit) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - spherical bearing, each £49.50 £59.40
Available 22 tooth (mates with std. halfshaft) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - roller bearing, each £49.50 £59.40
Spare plate kit £39.50 £47.40 Roller bearin plastic dust covers pair £9.50 £11.40
Spare side gears, 18 or 22 tooth (please state) £32.50 £39.00 Spherical bearing race type top mounts pair £49.60 £59.52
English CWP 3.54,3.7,3.9,4.1, 44, 4.7, 49. 5.1, 5.3 E231.50 £277.80
Spare side bearing, top quality £19.90 £23.88
Crush washer £5.90 £7.08
Crown wheel bearing £9.90 £11.88
Pinion bearing £14.90 £17.88
Atlas into English semi-floating hub kit,
inc. (2) *4340° halfshafts, 18 tooth £443.80 E532.56 TCA’s “Pattern” style ir  £36.50 £43.80
English axle weld-on brace rin £39.90 £47.88 TCA’s ‘OEM” style pair  £631.50 E76.20
Special 10mm axle brace, English axle £99.50 £119.40 TCA bush insertion tool £14.90 £17.88
SPARES Twin cam anti-roll bar £59.50 £71.40
Semi-floating hub assembly fless bearing) cach E144.40 £171.28 Anti-dive kit E3l.00 £37.20
Bearing ‘4340° E48.90 E59.76 World cup X-member L106.50 E£127.80
Halfshaft, suit semi-floating kit £77.50 £93.00 World cup mounts pair £28.50  £34.20
Flange, not semi-floating, suit std. axle £59.50 £71.40 RS2000 track rod ends . each £10.50 £12.60
Fange, Group 1 type E59.50 £71.40 Grt_]up 4 style all steel U/| coupling E£19.80 £23.76
Brake disc, 265 x 10 each £34.50 £41.40 4-link kit E119.50 £143.40
Heavy duty 4-link kit L185.00 £222.00
Group 4 round turret kit kit E65.00  E78.00
HE LICAL LSDs ‘ATBSL BLACKLINE Mk1 spring shackles car sel E17.00 £20.40
MKk2 spring shackles car sel £23.50 E28.20
lish axle, Caterham, 22 spline £324.00 £388.80  OFM Escust RS struts ik e
Atlas axle, 16 spline £354.00 £424.80 Group 4 spec. front RS struts each E128.00 E153.60
Ford FWD - Escort, Fiesta, Focus, KA, . Escort RS stub axles pair £130.00 £156.00
Orion, Puma (BC/1B5 trans) £399.00 £478.80 RS steering arms pair £69.50 £R3.40
Sierra 7'; Caterham £399.00 £478.80 Heavy duty steering arms, gusseted pair E79.50  E95,40
Focus 5T170, Mini Cooper *5* Quick fit steering arm kit pair £9.60 £11.52
(6-speed Getrag box) £399.00 £478.80 Ally hubs - standard or Group 4 each £49.50 £59.40
Mazda MX5 (94-05) £399.00 £478.80 Stub axle hardware kit £E10.90 £13.08
Waits linkage kit £199.50 £239.40
TRANSMISSION PARTS, BLACKLINE Taper leaf springs, 146lb rate each £49.50 £59.40
Ally tube strut brace, round tube £44.90 E53.88
4-speed bearing type gearlever £318.50 £46.20 Work style 60mm oval tube strut brace £51.50 £61.80
5-speed beam;i f{pe gearlever £40.50 £48.60 Rear lamp protectors pair £12.90 E£15.48
5-speed qrm* conversion kit £11.50 £16.20 Chassis mounted sump guard, wel sump E137.00 E164.40
Mio a.i';? earknob £14.90 £17.88 Kaylan mudflaps, 4mm (500x300) pair £16.50 £719.80
M10 white or black nylon gearknob £12.50 £15.00 Body jacking kit car set ET19.50 ET43.40
Propshaft, Type 9 - English or Atlas axle £89.50 £107.40 Ford hub nut socket, 3/4”D, 65mm £13.90 £16.68

I  PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT

WCP interupter fuel pump £29.00
WCP solid state fuel pump £19.00
WCP injection fuel pump from £312.19
Bonnet pin kits, stainless £5.00
Bonnet pin kits, alloy £7.00
Aerocalch from £31.00
Avanti map light from £19.50
Manifold wrap, 27 x 15 metres (50ft), Vermiculite £29.60

ing, 3ft, BT fire rating £6.00

Roll cage pa
pair £89.00

{no
pair £98.50

4.25 ltr FIA plumbed-in fire system,
full installation kit, FIA homologation EX 037.13
Kit £159.80 E£7191.76

M16 calipers to fit standard discs,

£106.80

M16 calipers to fit vented discs
spacers needed),

£118.20

M16 caliper, shouldered bolts, set of 4
E10.99 £13.19

Group 1 vented discs (247x20,

pair £19.00 £46.80

Escort Laminated & Heated Screens

Escort Mk1 front laminated screen (incl, rubber)
Escort Mk2 front faminated screen (incl. rubber)

E69.50
£69.50

Escort Mk1 Front heated laminated screen {inc, rubber) £198.60
Escort Mk2 Front heated laminated screen (inc. rubber) E198.60
Escort Mk1 front screen rubber £24.92
Escort Mk1 rear screen rubber £23.92
Escort Mk2 front screen rubber £29.08
Escort Mk2 rear screen rubber £29.08
Laser windscreen chip repair kit £13.90
147 ar 17" rear view mirror E£14.90

£83.40
£83.40
£238.32
£238.32
£29.90
£28.70
£34.90
£34.90
£16.68
£17.88

Bonnet stop pair £6.20
Bonnel hr;ru.l",ﬁmp stop, sef of 4 £10.90
Bonnet bump stop, centre-rear £5.10
Wiring loom bul headgnmnmer £6.90
Bonnet release cable grommet £5.20
Steering column bulkhead grommet £7.20
Handbrake backplate dust boots pair £7.10
Spedo cable bulkhead grommet £5.20
Thrattle £5.20
Brake and clutch pedal pads pair £8.00
Shock absorber top caps pair £13.90
Rear r side plugs, sef of 4 £9.90
Ol fine bulkhead grommet £5.10
Brake servo rod bellows £5.20
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
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www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

RIS TRANSPORTER|[S]
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

| ) HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com e e iR

PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish
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Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

DRY SUMP

PAC

OIL PUMPS & DRY SUMP SYSTEMS

www.pacepumps.co.uk

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS g_

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will

put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp
For maore infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
call Mark on; 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com

GroupB Motorsport

| ;] ' | | |ﬂ'| i-—!
Authorised stockists for:
PHILIPS

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

GEARBOXES

Gearboxman.com

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale

arrive & drive packages

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: shdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACEWEAR

e e iar

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

Passionate About Motorsport

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists -

eEmbroidery
.

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

— Northampton
/ Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit

01604 766624

northamptonmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

Part )

Performance and Tuning Parts

Leading performance brands online

RACE & RALLY PARTS

®Min Order Only 4
®No Logo Set Up Fees
www.logomeup.co.u
BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS
¥ Connected to you

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics
®

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L ivimey e ighh fite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRY.co.uk

GearKits, L50D's and Driveshafts

T: 01782 280136 F: 01782269913
E: sales[@eliteracingtransmissions.com

Transmissians

isit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

www.classicworldracing.co.uk

3

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS | WHEELS&TYRES |
e
Rally & Race Gearboxes, Stock and custom made COMPOMOTIVE

EUELSA

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




