
autosport.com/senna

172-page Senna celebration

Available in selected stores

On sale now



CE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT
TH

E V
OI

CE
 O

F B
RI

TI
SH

 M
OT

OR
SP

OR
T

NG BACK 
THE DEAD

UNCLE SAM PUTS ON A SHOW IN KENT P25 HOW AN OVAL RACER CHEATED DEATH P28

By David Evans

The World Rally 
Championship was 
rocked by a bad-tempered 
Rally of Portugal which 
culminated in Sebastien 
Ogier accusing Hyundai 
team principal Andrea 
Adamo of overstepping 
the mark with his tactics.

Ogier was angered by 
reports Adamo told his 
driver Dani Sordo to stop 
in a stage to hand team-mate 
Thierry Neuville an 
advantage before returning 
to the road ahead of  Toyota 
rival Kris Meeke. Adamo has 
denied any such suggestion.

Toyota’s Ott Tanak won 
the controversial event.
Full story, p2-3
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ByDavidEvans

SebastienOgier thanked
his formerWorldRally
Championship team-mate
DaniSordo forallegedly
refusinga teamdirectiveat
lastweek’sRallyofPortugal.

Thesix-timeworldchampion
aimedhisangerfirmlyat
Sordo’sHyundaiWorldRally
teamprincipalAndreaAdamo,
accusinghimof underhand
tacticsonthefinaldayof
theMatosinhos-basedevent.

Sordoandteam-mateSebastien
Loeb,bothof whomhadfallen
outof contentionafterstopping

OGIER
ANGERED BY “MEAN’ HYUNDAI
TACTICS ON RALLY PORTUGAL
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Sordo refused to action plan

Tanak (left) was angered by the level of dust, while Ogier (right) took aim at team orders 

to fix fuel-related problems in 
stage three, were both instructed 
to take penalties and move 
themselves out of  position to 
help fellow i20 Coupe WRC 
driver Thierry Neuville.

Ogier was clear he had no issue 
with that decision, which falls 
entirely within the regulations.  

But the Frenchman then added: 
“Today we can be lucky or we can 
thank one man [who] is Dani 
Sordo, because there were some 
much more mean tactics [that] 
were supposed to happen.”

Ogier’s fury surrounded a 
plan to make Sordo stop in the 
stage to allow team-mate Neuville 
(running directly behind) to 
tackle the stage unhindered by 
the high levels of  dust kicked up 
by the preceding cars. 

Sordo would then get going 
again, although that would 
have caused problems for others 
following on, particularly Kris 
Meeke, who would have been 
next through in his Toyota.

Ogier said: “But luckily he 
[Sordo] refused. I got the 

information, not from 
any drivers – I have my sources – 
that this great gentleman that 
is Andrea Adamo asked him 
[Sordo] to stop in the stage and 
start in front of  Kris [Meeke]. 
That was really mean.”

Sordo was allegedly contacted 
by Adamo ahead of  Sunday’s 
opening test, where the plan was 
revealed to him. Sordo refused 
to stop in the stage and would 
potentially have run the risk 
of  bringing the sport into 
disrepute had he done so.

Ogier told MN: “It was in the 
first stage this morning. In the 
stage, I don’t know which point, 
he [Sordo] was supposed to pull 
over in the stage; take the start 
then pull over and this would 
give Thierry a four-minute gap 
[with no dust]. It’s OK, but then to 
restart in front of  Kris… you then 
f**k Kris because he would be in 
the really bad dust. That’s mean.”

Contacted for a response, 
Adamo told MN he would 
not comment on such “low- 
level accusations”.
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Champ Ogier has
slammed Hyundai

Neuville was able to claim second place,but his team had been mired in controversy
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HEADLINE NEWS
French champion says rivals were playing a dirty game on WRC counter
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COLIN CLARK ON WRC TEAM TACTICS PAGE 21

Sordo was unavailable for 
comment when MN contacted him
on the subject of  Sunday’s tactics. 

Neuville, who finished second in
Portugal, was not aware of  the 
plan and looked uncomfortable 
when he was asked to explain his 
employer’s tactical approach.

“From my point of  view it was 
nothing new,” said the Belgian. 
“It helped a lot to optimise my 
chances, but I will stress that we 
did nothing that is forbidden. 
We tried to stay together as a team 
and tried to take what we could. 
Secondplaceandfourpointson

the Powerstage is a good result.”
MN understands Adamo’s 

bullish approach to getting the 
job done isn’t winning him any 
friends in the service park, with 
some within his own squad 
starting to question his methods. 
Loeb wasn’t comfortable with 
the decision to take penalties, 
but pointed out that the decision 
on tactics wasn’t his to make.

Hyundai is, however, still 
20 points clear at the top of  the 
manufacturers’ championship at 
the halfway point of  the season.

Some felt the organiser’s 
decision to run two-minute gaps 
on Sunday’s final loop of  stages – 
compared with four-minute gaps 
in similar conditions on Friday – 
exacerbated the need for tactics 
in Portugal. The organisers
made it clear the timing was 
necessary to get the mileage in 
forthefinal day and to fit in with 

moter’s requirement for 
stage to run at 1218hrs.
ers railed against that 
ngest possible terms. 
d: “For me I would have 

loved to have only two-minute 
gaps on Friday, I would have won 
the rally easily then [because he 
was first on the road in clear air 
and his rivals would have been 
choked in dust behind him at two-
minute gaps], but no it’s not fair. 
Driving in the dust is not safe. 
Drivers should have more power – 
we are quite good at estimating 
when [bigger gaps] are needed.”

Portugal winner Ott Tanak 
added: “I don’t see the point to 
put us in the risk. If  every driver 
in every team agrees that we go 
to three or four-minute gaps and 
the time schedule allows us to go 
then we do it. I don’t see any 
reason why anybody wants us 
to drive one stage in the dust to 
see if  we come out alive or not 
and then we increase the gaps.”

The question of  time gaps is 
almost certain to return at the 
series’ next hot gravel event in 
Sardinia next week. The Italian 
island roads run in slightly more 
open terrain closer to the coast, 
which increases the chance of  a 
breeze to blow the dust away.

“These are 
low-level 

comments”

A
A



RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP

Ferrari’s fight
Ferrari is adamant that
its 2019 season is not
over yet, even though it
does not believe that the
upgrades it is bringing to
this weekend’s Canadian
Grand Prix will provide
a “magic solution” to
its problems. The team
believes its struggles to
switch on tyres is related
to its car not delivering
enough peak downforce
and has recently begun
a push at its Maranello
factory to investigate new
concepts that can help
but, with work having just
begun, team boss Mattia
Binotto has cautioned
against expectations of
a major breakthrough.

Qualifying car
Renault is considering
building a “qualifying”
focused car for next year
to aid its efforts to move
further up the Formula 1
order. Managing director
Cyril Abiteboul also
admitted that, while short-
term progress is still the
main goal, the 2021 rules
revamp represents the best
opportunity to close the gap
to the leading three teams.

Williams’ test
Williams thinks a mid-
season update package 
that is being prepared  
will be a key test as to 
whether its current car’s 
fundamental concept is 
flawed or not. The team 
hopes a significant 
development push  
before the summer 
break will deliver a  
leap forward in form,  
with senior engineer  
Dave Robson also 
believing the team has 
now fully recovered from 
its late start to 2019 and 
has unleashed the most  
it can from its current car 
before the updates arrive.

Honda’s gains
Honda is optimistic its latest
Formula 1 engine is capable
of lasting seven grands prix.
The manufacturer introduced
its second-spec engine
ahead of the fourth round
of the 2019 season in
Azerbaijan, after successfully
bringing a reliability-focused
upgrade forward and has
reported “no issues” with
engine reliability in the three
races since then. Since
rejoining the F1 grid in 2015,
Honda has repeatedly gone
over Formula 1’s three
combustion engine limit.

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Hamilton believes he can “definitely” race in F1 for another five seasons
Lewis Hamilton believes he can 
“definitely” race for another 
five years in Formula 1, as he 
fears he would “squander” the 
opportunity to improve his 
record if  he stopped earlier.

Hamilton was interviewed  
by US chat show host David 
Letterman prior to the start  
of  the 2019 campaign for an 
episode of  the second season  
of  Letterman’s Netflix  
series My Next Guest Needs 
No Introduction. 

Since then Hamilton has  
gone on to win four of  the first 
six races of  this season, as  
well as claim two second-place 
finishes, putting him in the  
title lead with 137 points.

That is 27 points more than  
at the same stage last season 
and 33 more than in 2017.

“In my mind I can definitely 
do five years,” said Hamilton.  
“I am ridiculously determined 
to win. What really drives me, 
and I feel that somewhat the 

people I race against may lack, 
is that fire.

“I’ve got this opportunity.  
I could easily let go of  it right 
now but I feel like I would be 
squandering it if  I didn’t 
continue to improve, grow  
and push.

“I’ve got to keep going for  
as long as I can basically –  
until I’m not enjoying it.”

But despite his impressive 
run of results comparative to 
recent years, Hamilton has 

described his start to the  
season as “average”.

“I definitely feel that it’s  
been quite an average 
performance from myself,”  
said Hamilton. “Maybe above 
average, but generally quite 
average for the first six races.

“I’ve arrived prepared, the 
best prepared I could be. But  
in terms of extracting the  
true performance from the  
car, I feel like I’ve struggled a 
little bit in these six races.”

PORSCHE BUILT AND TESTED F1
ENGINE READY FOR 2021

Manufacturer seriously
looked at joining series

Photos: LAT

By Scott Mitchell

Porsche built and tested an engine 
that would have been Formula 1 
compatible and formed the basis  
of a 2021 entry had it committed to 
joining the world championship.

The German manufacturer was known 
to be considering an F1 programme,  
its first for almost three decades, as it 
joined the process establishing new  
engine rules for 2021 and beyond.

However, Porsche’s F1 prospects ended 
when the parent Volkswagen Audi Group 
opted to cancel its World Endurance 
Championship LMP1 project in favour of   
a Formula E entry, and the prospect of  
simplified and cheaper F1 engines stalled.

Porsche’s head of  motorsport Fritz 
Enzinger told Motorsport News that  

prior to its exit from LMP1 – which it had 
dominated with a two-litre, four-cylinder 
engine – Porsche had started work on a six-
cylinder engine that was F1 compatible.

“In 2017 there were signals from  
Formula 1 that the regulations were to  
be changed and that energy recovery  
from the exhaust gases [the MGU-H]  
was no longer required,” he said.

“As of  2017, Porsche was a member of   
the FIA Manufacturers Commission and 
was involved in the discussions about the 
future drive strategy in Formula 1 from 
2021 and represented at the meetings.

“On the one hand, we took part in these 
working groups. On the other hand, the 
guys developed a six-cylinder for the  
WEC in parallel.

“Of course, we thought about what 
would have to change if  the engine  

were to be used in Formula 1.”
Porsche had a 40-person team from  

its LMP1 project to develop the six-
cylinder engine.

In 2017 it became clear this would not  
be used for a WEC programme because 
Porsche committed to leaving that 
championship once the rules shifted and 
the series failed to find a replacement for 
Porsche’s sister brand Audi.

Though a move to FE – where Audi is  
also present – was an “obvious idea”, 
Enzinger said the six-cylinder engine 
concept was still pursued because an F1 
engine without the MGU-H would “also  
be interesting for a super sportscar”.

“At the end of  2017, we received  
a concrete order from our parent  
company to further develop a highly 
efficient six-cylinder engine, despite  

its LMP1 withdrawal,” he said.
“Not only on paper but actually as 

hardware and with the idea that this 
engine will be put to the test in 2019.

“That was the order from the board  
to us.”

Porsche has not competed in F1 since  
its failed engine programme in 1991  
with the Footwork team.

Enzinger said its six-cylinder engine  
“is complete and running on the test 
bench” as a team of “20 to 25 technicians” 
use it “for analyses and further orders 
with regard to series relevance”.

“The possible use for this six-cylinder 
engine was completely open,” he said.

“If  it had been decided to send Porsche  
in 2021 to Formula 1, we would have  
made it the way we did in 2018.”
Additional reporting by Christian Nimmervoll

Hamilton could break more F1 records

German firm 
investigated F1
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Porsche’s last F1 involvement came with Footwork back in 1991

Members of successful LMP1 team developed the F1 engine



German manufacturer joins Ford in exiting the GTE Pro ranks after Le Mans

SebastienBuemisetthepaceforToyota
attheendof theLeMans24Hourstest
day,withtheTS050HYBRIDcars
separatedbyjustunderasecond.

Buemiposteda3m20.068slap,four
tenthsuponteam-mateFernando
Alonso’spreviousbest,withjustoveran
hourtogoof theofficialtestdayandthen
improvedagaintoa3m19.440stimein
theclosingminutesof theafternoon.

Thatputthe#8ToyotaTS050
HYBRID1.1suponthesistercar
inwhichKamuiKobayashiseta
3m20.586satthebeginningof a
sessionlastingfourhours,before
MikeConwayimprovedto3m20.249s.

Buemisaid:“Itwasallaboutmaking

sureyoudidn’tgettraffic.Thetimes
wereatinybitslowerthanlastyear,but
thetrackwasgettingcoolerattheend,so
weshouldhaveseensimilarlaptimes.”

AndreLottererendedthedayasthe
quickestof thenon-hybridLMP1sand
thetopprivateerafterfindingabig
improvementintheclosingstagesto
endupon3m21.323sinthe#1Rebellion.

Toyota–whichwonlastyear’srace–
hasalsodeclareditssupportforplans
tointroducesuccessballastintothe
LMP1classof theWECfornextseason,
inordertopromoteclosercompetition
betweenitandthenon-hybridprivateer
oppositionin2019/20.

ToyotaMotorsportGmbHtechnical

directorPascalVasselonexplainedthat
heusedthetermsuccesshandicaps
becausetheplansforthe2019/20season
startinginSeptembergobeyondthe
simpleadditionof weighttothecars.

“Weareworkingonsuccess
handicaps,notsuccessballast,”hesaid.

“Withweightyouhavelimitsonwhat
youcando;successhandicapsmeans
youcanpileupseveralelementsthat
influencethepaceof thecars–itcould
beweight, fuelfloworenergy[release
bythehybridsystem].

“Youneedtomakesurethe
handicapsarebiggerthanthegaps
betweenthecars–thisishowyou
makethefieldconverge.”

Theproposednewsystemwillbe
differenttotheonethatformedpart
of theoriginalhypercarconceptrules
forthe2020-21WECpublishedlast
December,whichwasacumulative
systemcallingfor0.5kgtobeadded
foreachchampionshippointscored
byacaruptoamaximumof 50kg.

“Theprincipleof thesuccess
handicapswillbethatyougetthe
handicapsaccordingtoyoursuccess
andwhenyouarenotsuccessful,you
donotgetthehandicaps–thisiswhat
makesthegridcloseup,”Vasselonsaid.

Vasselonstressedthatthesystem
wouldonlyapplytotheshorterWEC
racesandnottotheLeMans24Hours.

BMW to exit World Endurance Championship following just one season in the series

Ericsson secures his
first IndyCar podium
Ex-Formula 1 driver Marcus
Ericsson secured the first
IndyCar podium of his career
in the second race at Detroit
last weekend.

The Schmidt Peterson
Motorsports driver timed his
three-stop strategy perfectly
around the caution periods.

Ericsson was one of several
to pit early in the race to
remove the rapidly-degrading
red-wall tyre in favour of the
black-walled tyre and IndyCar
rules dictate drivers must use
both compounds in the race.

Having started 12th, Ericsson
worked his way up to second at
the race’s halfway point and
survived a late restart to take his
first podium since Abu Dhabi
during his 2013 GP2 season.

“I came into this year with a lot
of experience,” said Ericsson.
“My goal, and expectation, was
to run up front from the start.

“We had the pace to do it, but
it’s been a bit of a deeper learning
process than I maybe expected.”

Scott Dixon’s victory in the
Detroit finale brought him back
into title contention a day after a
costly crash had left him almost
100 points behind championship
leader Josef Newgarden.

The surprise win slashed the
gap to 52 points and revitalised
Dixon’s championship defence
a day after he had told MN that
he would have to go “aggressive”
and focus on individual race
wins instead of the title.

Newgarden won the first race
of the weekend after narrowly
defeating Alexander Rossi in
a rain-shortened race.

BMWwill pull the plug on its factory 
WorldEndurance Championship 
involvement after a single season in 
thecategory, becoming the second 
manufacturer to announce it will 
departthe GTE Pro class, following 
Ford’sconfirmation of  its impending 
exitearlier this year.

BMWhad entered the GTE Pro class 
of thecategory with its M8 GTE before 
the start of  the 2018-19 superseason, but 
the upcoming Le Mans 24 Hours will now 
mark the end of  its factory programme. 

The manufacturer has, however, 
announced it will continue in IMSA. 

“We will not compete in WEC going 
forward,” BMW motorsport boss Jens 
Marquardt said in a statement.

“Therefore, the 24 Hours of  Le Mans 
in June will be another highlight for us 
in drawing to a close – just like in 2018, 
when we celebrated the successful 
world premiere of  the BMW 8 Series 
Coupe there.

“But in light of  us sharpening 
our focus as part of  our strategy for 

the future, continuing our WEC 
involvement in the coming years does 
not fit with our direction.”

The German brand currently sits 
last of  the five participants in the GTE 
manufacturers’ championship and is 
the only entrant yet to score a race win.

Its driver line-up for its final WEC 
race at Le Mans will be made up of  Nick 
Catsburg, Martin Tomczyk and Philipp 
Eng in the #81 M8 GTE, and Antonio 
Felix da Costa, Augusto Farfus and 
debutant Jesse Krohn in the #82 car.

Toyota driver Buemi
topped Le Mans test

Photos: LAT

MaidenpodiuminDetroitracetwo

Dixon (r) congratulates Ericsson

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Montoya was close to Porsche drive

Head of Porsche Motorsport Fritz
Enzinger has revealed that the
manufacturer held “advanced” talks
with Juan Pablo Montoya, who tested
the 919 Hybrid in 2015, in order to
create a “very attractive” team of high-
profile racers including its 2015 Le
Mans winner Nico Hulkenberg and
Fernando Alonso. “For me this trio

was very attractive,” said Enzinger. “To
send a Porsche 919 Hybrid with three
Formula 1 drivers to Le Mans would
have been a true statement.” Montoya
ultimately did not get “clearance”, while
Enzinger suggested that the 2016
European Grand Prix clashing with Le
Mans also impacted Porsche’s plans…
The M-Sport Bentley team won the Blancpain

GT Endurance Cup’s 1000km race at Paul 
Ricard in dominant fashion, making up for 
2018’s heartbreak when Jordan Pepper, 
Steven Kane, and Jules Gounon were 
overtaken with just three laps to go. This 
year, the trio won from pole and survived 
a late scare when a wheelnut got stuck in 
the wheel gun while changing the front-left 
tyre, which cost the team 14 seconds.
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TwentyyearssinceIrishsingle-seaterdriverNeilShanahan
waskilledinaBritishFormulaFordcrashatOultonPark
wascommemoratedlastweek.TheNeilShanahanTrophy
ispresentedtothewinneroftheBrandsHatchFormulaFord
Festivaleachyearandthewinning2018car,anOldfield
Motorsport-runVanDiemenJL13,wasatBrandsHatch
lastweek.CompetitiondirectoroftheBritishRacingand
SportsCarClub–theFestival’sorganisingclub–Dominic
Ostrowskisaid:“NeilShanahanwasapromisingsingle-
seaterracerwithabrightfutureaheadofhim.Inhonour
ofthistrueracer,FordUKcommissionedthistrophyin
1999,whichhasbeenpresentedtoourFormulaFordFestival
winnereachyearbyNeil’sparents,LiamandMary,who
makethepilgrimagefromtheirDublinhome.Todaymarks
the20-yearanniversaryofNeil’sdeathanditisonlyfitting
thatwehonourhim.”

ByMarkLibbeter

JacquesVilleneuveadmittedhis
firstcompetitivedriveatBrands
Hatchwas“hecticbut fun”after
competingat the track in the
NASCAREuroSeries lastweekend.

Despitefinishingatroubled15thin
raceoneduetolowfuelcausinghis
enginetocutout,the1997Formula1
worldchampionand1995Indy500

winnerdemonstratedhispaceby
settingthesecondfastesttimein
Sunday’swarm-upbeforeclimbing
backtoeighthinthesecondracedespite
losingseveralplacesatthestartof race
twoattemptingtoavoidanincidentat
ClarkCurve.

“Iwentthewrongsidetryingtoavoid
aspinningcarsoIlostalotof timeandI
alsohadsomedamagetothefrontend,”
theCanadiansaidafterracetwo.

“Usuallywithfrontenddamage,you
losedownforceandIshouldhavehad
aflattyretoo,soIgotluckythere.”

Speakingof hisexperienceof the
BrandsIndycircuit,Villeneuveadded:
“Thetrackitself isfun,butit’snot
easytogetaquicklaptimewhenthere
arealotof carsoutthere.Itwouldbe
greattogoonthebig[GrandPrix]
tracksometime.”

Villeneuvemovedintotheseriesfor

thefirsttimethisyear,having
previouslycompetedinNASCAR
machineryinCanadaandtheUnited
States.Heissixthinthestandings
aftertheopeningthreeraceweekends,
havingtakentwopodiumsatthe
ItalianFranciacortacircuit.

HisfirstappearanceatBrandscomes
40yearsafterhisfatherGilleswonthe
non-championshipRaceof Champions
eventtherein1979inhisFerrari312T3.

VILLENEUVE MAKES HIS
BRANDS HATCH DEBUT

Supply chain issue blamed for tiny number of Series Elite entries

Jackson brothers unite in Historic Formula Ford 1600
Defending Radical Challenge champion 
Dominik Jackson swapped to Historic 
Formula Ford 1600 machinery at 
Snetterton last weekend as he made 
his debut in historics.

He contested the two Historic Sports 
Car Club races in a Crossle 20F, which 
was freshly restored after a 12-year 
spell sat in a garage.

Jackson, who currently sits second 
behind Jerome de Sadeleer in the 
Radical standings in his SR3 RSX, 
joined his brother and current Historic 
FF1600 champion Cameron on the grid.

While Cameron cruised to two victories, 

Dominik qualified ninth and progressed 
to seventh in the opening race but failed 
to start the second encounter. 

“We made quite a few set-up changes to 
the car for the second race to dial it in and 
I was really looking forward to it,” he said. 
“Unfortunately, the gear selector went 
on the out-lap. It’s a shame but good fun.”

Despite the disappointing end to his 
first outing, which resulted in a delayed 
start to the race, Jackson is keen to 
return to historic competition. 

“I’d be up for more,” he added. “I’ve 
said I’d like to explore historic racing. 
It’s such a nice paddock.” 

Lack of marshals forces
Britcar into layout change
LeadingBritcarEndurancefigures
havebemoanedalackof marshals
contributing to the championship 
running on the National layout 
instead of  the Grand Prix loop at the 
Donington Park meeting last weekend.

Motorsport News reported last 
month (May 22) that the meeting was 
suffering from a shortage of  marshals. 

Supporting the Superkart Grand 
Prix, which historically runs on the 
full circuit, Britcar was one of  several 
championships to voice their dismay 
at the situation.

Britcar boss Claire Hedley was 
“very disappointed” to be for ced into 
the change and believes similar 
problems could be prevented with a 
reduced UK national racing calendar, 
with some smaller championships 
merging in future.

“There’s too much and the poor 
marshals are being stretched to the 
limits anyway,” she said. “We offer 
free drinks and other things to try 
and encourage them and support 
them. We can’t race without them.”

Championship frontrunner Ross 
Wylie added: “I’m a little bit disappointed 
because the Grand Prix doesn’t get used 
that often, but I’m not really fussed. But
it puts it into perspective how critical 
[it is] getting marshals to the circuits.

“It goes to show that there is a problem 
and we do need more marshals. Hopefully 
this doesn’t happen again in the future.”

 Series Elite boss Graeme Glew 
says the category’s tiny grid 
numbers are due to a supply 
chain issue with the Jaguar XE 
Project 8 cars that it uses.

The new-for-2019 class is for 
drivers aged over 40 and had its 
opening rounds at Silverstone 
last weekend. The first two races 
were rather subdued, although 
competitive, with only four cars. 
Five were entered but Mark Davis 
had to drop out, having injured 
himself  falling off  a yacht.

This follows a cancelled first 

race at Brands Hatch in May, 
which was changed to two-car 
demonstration runs.

Glew explained that, of  the 20 
cars ordered from Jaguar Special 
Vehicle Operations, only eight 
have currently been built.

“I’m not pointing the finger at 
anybody,” stressed Glew, who 
added that he’s satisfied with the 
cars themselves. “The Project 8 
is supplied to us from SVO, as a 
road car, and then we have to strip 
it and convert it into race trim. 

“At the moment we have eight 

cars in our possession, and there’s 
a further 12 in build at SVO.”

One of the Silverstone winners 
was title-winning British Touring 
Car team boss Vic Lee, as he raced 
for the first time in 30 years.

Lee won the first two rounds 
having not had a major presence 
in British motorsport since 
the end of  2003, when his 
BTCC team folded. He was then 
subsequently imprisoned for a 
second drug-smuggling offence. 

“It’s a lot of  fun, it’s just a 
brute,” said Lee of  the Jaguar. 

Villeneuve raced in Kent

Canadian suffered
damage during races

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Mick Walker

NewBritishF3signings
Two drivers will make their BRDC
British Formula 3 debuts at
Silverstone this weekend. German
Andreas Estner, who competed in
ADAC F4 for two seasons, will join
Lanan Racing and intends to also
compete at Spa in July. Argentinian
Nicolas Varrone, who won the VdeV
Challenge Monoplace series last
season, has joined Hillspeed.

EdwardsbacktoClios
Renault UK Clio Cup driver Nathan
Edwards will return to the category for
next weekend’s Croft rounds. Edwards,
who previously competed in Fiestas, took
part in a partial campaign in Clios last year
with WDE Motorsport but will now drive
for MRM in North Yorkshire. “The plan is
to be on the grid a few more times after
Croft as well,” he said. “I want to take every
opportunity I get to do the best I can.”

IN BRIEF

Just four cars took part in inaugural Silverstone races

F1 champion describes Euro NASCAR event as “hectic, but fun”

RACING NEWS

Le Mans 1980-2018
at dukevideo.com

Buy now at dukevideo.com or call +44 (0)1 624 640 011

The complete Le Mans Collection 1980-2018 - 39 DVDs
SAVE over £80! Offer Price: £209.99 FREE SHIPPING 
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Porsche Club GB champion Evans makes historics debut after buying two new cars
Porsche Club GB class
champion Jonathan Evans
made his historic racing debut
at Snetterton last weekend in a
Ford Mustang – one of two new
cars he will enter this season.

Evans topped the Class 2
points last year in his Porsche
Boxster and enjoyed a
prosperous maiden outing
in the 4.7-litre Mustang.

In the Historic Sports Car

Club meeting, he set pole by 1.4
seconds and won the first of two
Historic Touring Cars races.

“I wanted a bit of a different
challenge, something else to
go after,” he said. “I’ve never
driven a historic car before.
It’s a very different driving
style, but the fundamentals
are the same – you just change
the order.

“Looking at my laps,

there’s still plenty I can do
to get better.”

The Mustang did suffer from
fuel surge issues in the opening
race despite taking victory,
and he was forced to retire
from the second following the
brakes overheating.

But he expects to return
with the Appendix K car in the
Masters Historic Racing-run
Spa Six Hours as well as Iberian

endurance events.
Evans will continue to

compete in the Porsche
championship this season,
but will graduate to the Class 1
field with the introduction
of a new Cayman S.

The car’s first outing has
been delayed until the Brands
Hatch meeting next month
(July 6) due to troubles with the
3.4-litre engine during testing.

NEWEY TO RACE MUSTANG IN
BRITISH GT AT SILVERSTONE

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, LAT, Dan Bathie, Richard Styles

SuperFormularacerHarrison
NeweywillmakehisBritishGTdebut
atthethree-hourSilverstone500this
weekend,becomingthelatestdriver
tosamplethe#19Multimatic
MotorsportFordMustangGT4.

The20-year-oldBriton,sonof Red
Bulltechnicalchief Adrian,hasbeena
regularinsportscarssincewinningthe
2017-18AsianLeMansSeriesinaJota
Sport-runORECA05.Hecontestedthe
fullEuropeanLeMansSerieslastyear

inLMP2andmadehisdebutatLe
ManswithAlgarveProRacing,but
returnedtosingle-seatersthisseason
toraceinthepremierJapaneseseries.

Neweywillbejoinedforhisdebut
appearanceintheGT4bythereturning
ChadMcCumbee.TheAmerican
finishedonthepodiumintheopening
roundof theseasonatOultonPark
alongsideJadeBuford.

“I’mreallyexcitedtoberacingthe
Mustang,”saidNewey.“Ihaven’t

drivenaGT4carbeforeandIthink
itwillbealotof fun.

“Silverstoneisoneof myfavourite
tracks;Ithinkit’soneof thebesttracks
intheworldandit’salwaysgoodto
raceathome.Ihaveagreatrelationship
withLarry[Holt]sowhenhecalled
metosay‘comeandracetheMustang’
Iwasreallyhappy.

“TheMustangisacoolcarandthe
guyshavedoneagreatjobwithitsoI
hopewecancarrythaton.”

Harper to race in Porsche Supercup at Silverstone and impresses in testing

Factory Lamborghini driver and Formula Ford Festival winner Lind to also join the grid at Silverstone

Porsche Carrera Cup GB
points leader Dan Harper
will be one of three drivers
from the series to compete
in the British Grand Prix-
supporting Porsche
Supercup round – and
has set the second fastest
time in pre-event testing.

Harper, 18, will make his
Supercup debut in the
Silverstone round and will
continue to drive for the JTR
squad that he drives for in

the Carrera Cup. He will be
joined at the team by fellow
2019 race winner George
Gamble and reigning Pro-Am
champion Seb Perez. Olympic
cycling legend Sir Chris Hoy
will also be a guest entry.

Harper ended a two-day
Supercup test at Silverstone
last week with the second
fastest time overall and
topped two of the four
individual sessions. He was
just six hundredths of a

second slower than Julien
Andlauer’s ultimate time.

“It’s an awesome chance,
it’s going to be a class
experience being with
Formula 1 and I’m definitely
looking forward to it,” said
Harper. “Even for the two-day
test I really had to speed my
game up to be at the front.

“At the end of the first day
I was P8 seven or eight tenths
off. I looked over it all with
the team to find little

improvements and we made
a couple of changes to the
car. Day two went really
well and I ended up second
overall. I didn’t really expect
to be that far up – the team
was very happy – it was an
awesome two days.

“If I have one of my best
weekends we could be fighting
for the podium but if I’m just
slightly off my game, because
the level of competition is so
high, I could end up 10th.”

Lamborghini factory driver
Dennis Lind will replace Adam
Wilcox in WPI Motorsport’s
Huracan EVO for the rest of the
British GT season, commencing
this weekend at Silverstone.

Michael Igoe’s team stepped

up from the Britcar Sprint Cup
and GT Cup this season with a
Porsche 911 GT3 Cup, but switched
to the Lamborghini for round two
at Snetterton and scored a best
finish of sixth in race one.

Lind, who became the third

Danish driver after Jan Magnussen
and Jason Watt to win the Formula
Ford Festival in 2010, is the
reigning Blancpain Asia champion
and joined the Lamborghini
factory roster at the start of 2019.

“Lamborghini asked me if I was

interested and racing for me in
the UK is amazing on old school
proper tracks, so of course it
was a yes!” said Lind. “I am really
looking forward to meeting the
team and working with them
throughout the rest of the season.”

Mustang has 
been quick

New 4-Pot Porsche 
Trophy series begins

GT Cup champion Hatfield 
to join Carrera Cup grid

A new racing series for four-cylinder 
Porsches is donating its profits to 
CALM, a mental health charity focused 
on reducing male suicide rates.

The CALM 4-Pot Porsche Trophy 
had its inaugural race at Silverstone 
last Sunday, which was contested by 
nine Porsche 924s and 944s. The series 
is open to all four-cylinder Porsche 
models and runs with a 40-minute mini-
enduro format with a compulsory 
pitstop, similar to that used successfully 
by the Classic Sports Car Club. 

The series is starting conservatively 
with three events. The next one is on the 
Brands Hatch Grand Prix circuit in 
September and then the organisers 
want to put together a series of  three-car 
teams for the Birkett Relay in October. 
In 2020, four races are planned: two in 
the UK and two in the Netherlands, as a 
joint enterprise with the Dutch 944 Cup. 

Series founder Phil Waters wants to 
raise awareness of  the problems faced 
by men, including those in motorsport.

“I must have talked to over a hundred 
guys in this macho field of  ours, and you 
wouldn ’t believe the number of  people 
who have a story to tell,” he said.

GT Cup champion Adam Hatfield will join 
the Porsche Carrera Cup GB field for four 
meetings this year with Valluga Racing.

Hatfield, who also competes in Britcar 
with the team’s Porsche 991, will make his 
debut at Oulton Park later this month.

Intending to progress into a full season 
programme for 2020, Hatfield said: “The 
official tests were pretty positive overall.

“Carre ra Cup has been the goal for us 
since joining Britcar and it came along 
much quicker than we thought. It’ll be 
a bit of  catching up for us at first and 
gathering data, then cementing 
ourselves next season.”

Hatfield will join regular driver 
Adam Knight at the Valluga squad.

Team principal – and former Carrera 
Cup racer – Benji Hetherington added: 
“It’s been a great start to our foray into 
Carrera Cup. We’ve got all the right 
people in place. We’d been running 
amateur drivers so far and built our 
programme around the gentlemen driver 
concept – [Hatfield] was the exception. 
He’s helping us see where we stack up, 
and we’ve got high hopes after testing.”
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Evans took a win in the flame-spitting Mustang at Snetterton last weekend

Porsche GB Junior was second in the Silverstone Supercup test times

Newey won 2017-18 ALMS title
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FIA approved Escort Mk 1 & 2
radiators using our 46.7Kw capacity
radiator cores. Black powder coat
and 12” Spal fain, only £428.80
Radiator only, plain finish, with Spal
fan brackets only £361.80

Our dry sump tank needs no introduction.
Designed to a specification, not a price. For the

best oil control and deaeration.
For only £253.26

An easy clean version of AHF087 with the benefit that
all internals can be removed for cleaning or upgrading
to AFH170 vertical baffled version.
For only £481.06

Our heat exchanger will keep the engine
oil 10° above water temperature when

used with our radiator.
For only £341.70

Delivery £15.00 per parcel up to 25kg. VAT to be added to the total.



Editor’s
picks

What we’ve loved
in the classified

section this week. For
more see page 32

Cowley made a racing comeback in 750 Formula at Croft

Teenager won again

T
hisseasoncouldbeamakeor
break year for me, not in terms 
of me continuing racing or not, 
but it could be the one which 
launches a career in motorsport.

To say I’ve come a long way in the 
three years since I graduated from karting is a bit of 
an understatement. I feel as though I have matured 
so much in a short space of time. Obviously, my first 
foray into single-seaters was not how I imagined it 
to be. Having come through the Formula Kart Stars 
programme at the start of 2016, I did three rounds 
of British F4 before it all came crumbling down.

A lack of budget meant I was forced to sit out 
the rest of the season, which was bad enough 
for someone for whom racing was more or less 
everything at the time. Even worse when you have to 
watch someone else drive ‘your’ car on television.

I won’t lie, that experience was a real kick in the 
balls but, if I am being totally honest, in hindsight I 
was maybe a bit too young (at 16) to dive straight into 
F4. I’d have benefited a hell of a lot more if I’d gone 
through the route I ultimately took, Formula Ford 1600.

My whole career to date has been about fighting 
for budget and, after a year out doing the odd bit of 
karting, I was given something of a lifeline by Graham 
Brunton up at Knockhill. Graham loves his racing and 
FF1600 even more so. I could never have imagined 
the success that we would go on to share over the next 
two seasons, particularly going unbeaten last year. 

Graham’s a huge advocate of young drivers 
learning their trade in FF1600 and if you ask him, 
he’ll tell you that most drivers enter F4 way before 
theyare ready. What you get with a FF1600 car is 
more than just basic single-seater experience; it’s a 
technique that you’ll keep further down the road.

Noaero,no power steering, gear sticks and an 
actualclutch; these are essential tools in a car and 
I learntall of that with Graham.

Of course, there always comes a time when you 
need to move on, and move up. I was, and still am, 
immensely grateful for the faith Graham put in me 
and we remain on good terms.

But this season, I am with Bernard Dolan’s team 
in the BRSCC National FF1600 Championship. 
Bernard is another one of those guys who lives and 
breathes FF1600. 

I know this season will be one of my toughest, but I 
have the confidence from past success – and failures – 
to know that as long as I am consistent and keep my 
head down, I can achieve the results I need.

See how Ross Martin is doing on this week’s National Driver 
Rankings: nationaldriverrankings.co.uk

Forall yourmotorsport insuranceneeds,visitGrove&
DeanMotorsport Insurance:grove-dean-motorsport.com

From: Kilmarnock, West Dunbartonshire. Car: Van Diemen 
RF99 Position: 54th out of 976

ROSS MARTIN

DRIVER COLUMN

ARE YOU IN THE NATIONAL DRIVER RANKINGS?
Email national@motorsport.com to have your story here

750 Formula champion Cowley says he’s lost his love of racing after ban
Former750Formulachampion
BillCowleysayshehaslosthis
loveforcarracingafterbeing
bannedfrom2018’sseason-closing
round,despitehisrace-winning
returnatCroftlastweekend.

Cowley,whowaschampionin
2017,wasbannedfromlastyear’s
Snettertondouble-headermeeting
asaresultof aCadwellParkclash
withEdPither.Cowleyhadbeen
leadingthepointstableandhis
enforcedabsenceallowedMark
Glovertopiphimtothecrown.He
saysthatexperiencehasseverely
impactedhisenthusiasmforracing.

“Ithinktheloveforthesporthas
gonenow,aftereverythingthat
happenedlastyear,”hesaid.“It’s
justtakenalltheenjoymentout
of it.”

Cowleychosetositouttheopening
two750Formularoundsof 2019but
returnedatCroftlastweekend.He

wontheopeningrace,thenwas
leadingracetwowhenhepulled
off withtransmissionproblems.
Butheoutlinedthatheplanstoonly
raceincertainroundsthisyear,for
thesakeof hisfatherNigelwho
worksonthecar,andiseyeinga
switchtomotorcycleracing.

“I’mdoingallthe,whatIcall,
properdrivers’circuits,hereat
CroftwhichIthinkisareallygood
drivers’circuit,Cadwell,amega
drivers’circuit,andOultonPark,”
Cowleyadded.“Mynextthingis,
I’mintomybikesattheminutesoI
thinkI’llprobablygetatrackbike
andtryandlearnadifferentskill.”

Cowleyhasbeenracingin750
Formulasince2011inacar
designedandbuilt inthe1960sby
hisgrandfather–alsocalledBill.
ThreeCowleygenerationshave
competedinthecategoryasNigel
alsoracedthecar.

Photos: Steve Jones, Mick Walker

Martin (r) is a double Scottish FF1600 champion

MR2POINTSLEADERCOOKBANNED
Paul Cook was unable to
extend his MR2 championship
lead at Croft last weekend
after being handed a three-
month ban, following an
incident at Castle Combe
the previous Monday.

Cook was excluded from the
BMW Car Club Racing series’
qualifying session at the
Wiltshire track’s late May
bank holiday meeting after
making contact with another
car. This meant he started the

first BMW Combe race from
the back, and the licence points
he got for the incident took him
to 12 points within a 12-month
period, meaning a three-
month racing ban kicked in.

His penalty points date back
to those gathered at the 750
Motor Club’s Rockingham
meeting on June 9-10 last year,
where Cook was disqualified
from race two for nudging
leader Josh Brooks into a spin.

Cook competes regularly

in a large number of club
categories. In addition to
MR2s and BMWCC, he also
has been seen in the M3 Cup,
as well as Roadsports, where
Cook won this year’s season-
opening Brands Hatch race.

With his ban, Cook is set to
only miss two of the seven
BMWCC race meetings this
year, however he will now
miss four of this season’s
eight MR2 events.

Cook’s MR2 rivals were

sorry that he was not racing at
Croft. “Paul Cook is one of the
bestdriversinthechampionship
and we’ve lost him on a three-
month ban, which none of us
want,” said reigning champion
Shaun Traynor, who won both
Croft races in Cook’s absence.
“You want to be racing the
best drivers, and it’s a gutter
for us that he’s not here. And
I’m sure if he’d been here
there’d have been someone
on my tail today!”

Cook was penalised 
at Rockingham in ’18

Bobby Trundley continue d his 
100% car racing success rate by 
winning the second 116 Trophy 
round at Croft last weekend.

Trundley, who has autism,
triumphed by 21 seconds in the
45-minute BMW 116i race driv
for Team BRIT, which helpspe
with disabilities participatein
motorsport. Trundley also wo
the season-opening 116 Troph
race at Brands Hatch.

“It’s bloody incredible,” said 
Trundley, 19. “I didn’t expect to 
be in my first two car races at the 
front Icouldtaketheracecraft

can’t

just chuck them in. 
“I was spotted by one of  their 

[Team BRIT’s] drivers, Warren 
McKinlay, down at Daytona 
Sandown Park. He invited me 

o try out the Fun Cup car 
ey had, and he was 
ssed with me – without 
BRIT I’d probably still 

nkarts today, there’s no 
y[I’d have] the money.”
rundley’s team-mate, double 

gamputee Richard Newton, 
ade his racing debut at Croft 

meanwhile and finished 10th. 
“We knew from seeing Bobby 

karting he was always going to be 
quick,” Team BRIT’s race engineer 
Al Locke added. “Whether he 
could convert that in a car we 
weren’t completely sure, but 
he’s got the right mindset for 
an endurance race, he goes out 
there and he’s consistent and 
he’s calm. I think he’s going to go 
really far. And he gets so much 
from it; his face is just beaming 
when he gets out the car.”

Trundley continues 100% 116 Trophy success rate with Team BRIT in Croft contest
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Cutler: 90mph average

The Alan Jones car, which won at Brands in 1974, is back

Quality Carlisle
The best quality historic entry
of the season to date will contest
Saturday’s Carlisle Stages in
the western end of the Kielder
forest complex. Multiple British
Historic champion Jason
Pritchard returns to take on
similar Ford Escort Mk2s for
Matthew Robinson, current
BHRC leader Joe Price, Roger
Chilman, Ben Friend and
Adrian Hetherington.

Masters change
Due to lack of entries, the planned
three-hour race at the Masters
Historic Festival at Donington Park
this weekend has been replaced
by a 90-minute race for cars from
the Gentleman Drivers series. Other
features include an hour-long race
for Pre ’66 Minis and three half-hour
test and demonstration sessions for
Historic Formula 1 cars.

American joy
Texan Formula Junior racer
Robert Hoemke made his
Thruxton debut over the
weekend in his ex-Tupper
Robinson Lola Mk5A. Hoemke
contested last year’s Formula
Junior Baltic Tour but this
was his first UK run in the
Bob Juggins-tended Lola. Back
in Texas he races a Cooper T59
and plans another foray to
Europe in August.

Elliott on the mend
Leading historic rally contender Nick
Elliott is making a good recovery after
breaking his arm on the Pirelli Rally at
the end of April. However, the Ford
Escort Mk2 driver will miss two
rounds of the BHRC during June,
the Carlisle and Red Kite Stages,
so is planning to re-group and mount
a bid on the Roger Albert Clark Rally
in November.

Show on the road
The date for the annual Stoke
Row and Nuffield Motorsport
Day has been confirmed as
Sunday July 21. Based in the
Oxfordshire village, the annual
gathering is a charity event
and includes the Maharajah’s
Tour for class classic cars.
Former F1 racer Howden
Ganley will be this year’s
guest of honour and more
details are at stokerow-
motorsportday.co.uk.

Escort partnership
Friends and rivals Rob Smith and
Will Onions will run in a two-car
Ford Escort Mk2 team from RSR
Historic Rallying on the Carlisle
Stages on Saturday. Smith is back
in Kielder after sliding out of the
Pirelli Rally at the end of April.
Onions, meanwhile, is back after
a five-year sabbatical from gravel
rallying following a shakedown
run on the recent Plains Rally.

Bailey atThruxton
Racer and rally driver Jerry Bailey
made his 2019 race debut at his
home track of Thruxton when
he shared the Alfa Romeo Giulia
Sprint of Steven Byrne. They
managed two races each over
the weekend in the 1965 car.
Bailey will next focus on rallying
in his Ford Escort Mk2 for the
Red Kite Stages on June 23
as part of the build-up towards
the Roger Albert Clark Rally
in November.

HISTORICS

Ex-Rob Wilson Ralt
in track return Ellingworth enjoys

rebuilt March 74B
The March 74B raced by future
World champion Alan Jones in
1974 has returned to competition
in Europe this season in the
hands of Richard Ellingworth.

Ellingworth, who previously
raced a March 782 in Historic
F2, has imported the Formula
Atlantic car from Australia
and it arrived in time for a UK
return at Brands Hatch 10 days
ago. In 1974, Jones won the
Formula Atlantic race that
supported the British Grand
Prix at Brands Hatch.

“The car is in exceptionally
original condition and is in the
exact livery as raced in period.
It still has its original period
engine and gearbox,” said
Ellingworth. “I have every race
programme from period and

The ex-Rob Wilson Ralt RT3
should return to racing this
summer after an absence
of at least two decades.

The 1980 car took New
Zealander and all-rounder
Wilson to his first F3 win
at Thruxton in a non-
championship TV meeting
at the end of the season.
It was stored in France for
many years before being
bought about 18 months
ago by Classic F3 racer
Paul Smith.

“We’re currently
rebuilding it,” said Smith,
who already has an RT3
he races in Classic F3. “It’s
a nice project and it should
be ready this season,”
added Smith, who is having
a serious crack at the
Classic F3 Championship.

Australian Cutler left startled by Thruxton debut in rare BMW
Melbourne optician Bill
Cutler was wide-eyed after his
Thruxton debut in his rare
BMW M535 in the Historic
Touring Car Challenge.

Cutler plans to commute to
Europe twice this year to race
the BMW, which is based in the

UK. His next trip will be based
around the Silverstone Classic
and the Nurburgring Oldtimer
Grand Prix. Back home, he
races a Group A BMW M3.

“I’m averaging over 90mph
on the lap here and that’s way
more than any track we use in

Australia,” he said. “It’s a
busy lap when you are going
at those speeds!

“The car was built in Germany
in 1981 and was mainly raced
at the Nurburgring,” said
Cutler, who has owned it for
five years now.

ByPaulLawrence

Racewinningcarsand
drivers fromthehistory
of theMonacoGrandPrix
willbe inactionat the
GoodwoodFestivalofSpeed
tomarkthe90thanniversary
of the famousrace.

SirJackieStewartandhis
threeMonaco-winningcarswill
taketotheGoodwoodhillonJuly
4-7,whileDamonHillwilldrive

carsfromhislatefather
Graham’sremarkablefivewins
inthebest-knowngrandprix.
Between1963and1973,Monaco
wasdominatedbyHilland
Stewartandallof theirwinning
carswillbeatGoodwood.

Othernotablecarsdueto
runincludetheMaserati250F
inwhichStirlingMossheldout
totakevictoryfromahard-
chargingJuanManuelFangio
in1956andtheRobWalker

RacingLotus18thatMoss
racedtoanotherfamouswinin
1961.Fromthe2000racewillbe
thewinningMcLarenMP4/15,
withracewinnerDavid
CoultharddrivingonSunday.

Monaco-winningcarsfrom
Brabham,Brawn,Mercedes
andWilliamswillbeonhand,
whileMonacoracewinners
MikaHakkinen,Riccardo
PatreseandMarkWebberwill
bejoinedbypodiumfinishers

EmersonFittipaldi,Jacky
IckxandRichardAttwood.

“Monacoistheracethatevery
driverwhosatinanF1carhas
wantedtowinandonlyaselect
fewhaveeverdoneso,”saidthe
Dukeof Richmond.“Bringing
togethersuchanelitegroupof
carsinordertomarkthis90th
anniversaryyearfortheraceis
arealprivilege.It ispartof what
makestheFestivalof Speedsuch
auniquecelebration.”

Famous cars and stars to showcase on hillclimb course

MONACO GP ICONS
HEAD FOR GOODWOOD

DOWNTHE
PUB
WITH
STEFFAN
IRMLER
SuperTouring racer
Age:50 Lives:Diepholz,
Germany

IN BRIEF

‘American Hoemke
visited Thruxton’
Texan’s UK debut, below

TANAK TAKES CHARGE IN PORTUGAL PAGE 20

Hestartedracingyoung
“I’vebeenracingsince Iwas18,
in1988. InGermanywehave the
VLNlong-distanceracesat the
Nurburgringand Istartedwith
that forseveral years.Thenas
Istartedmycompany Ihadnotime
for racingandalsonomoney.So
Ihad toputallmy time intowork
but in the lastsixorsevenyears
I started racingagain.”

HeisanOpelfan
“Opelwasalwaysmy favourite
carand IdidsomeOpel tuning in
myearlier yearsso this iswhatwe
are racing.Everything isOpeland
Ihave theAstraand theVectra.
TheAstrawas fromMikeBriggs
inSouthAfrica in the1994
TouringCarChampionship.”

TheVectrahasagood
history
“TheVectra isa1997testcar from
Opel. Itwasdeveloped in1998
and1999.RolandAschracedthis
car in ’99 in theGermanSuper
TouringCarChampionship. It isa
famouscar inGermanybecause
in the last raceat theNurburgring
AschbeatChristianAbtwith the
Audi in the lastcornerandAbt
missed thechampionship [at that
point]andonly14days laterat
theNurburgringAbtgothis title
overUweAlzen in theOpel.So
everybodyknowsthiscar.”

He’sracingintheUK
thisyear
“Thisyearwearecoming toall four
races in theDunlopSaloonCar
Cup.WedidSilverstone inMay
andthenwewilldoDonington in
early JuneandBrandsHatchat
theendof June.MaybeVolker
Strycekwill comeoverandwe
willdriveoneraceeachandthen
OultonParkat theendofAugust,
which ismy favourite. I know
OultonParkonly fromvideosbut
it lookssogreat. I think theyare
the fourbest tracks in theUKand
theyarevery famous.”

He’sracedat
Silverstone
“Lastyear Icameto the
SilverstoneClassicbut Idon’t
knowtheotherUKtracks.That
wasmy firstexperience.At
Silverstone inMayconditions
inqualifyingwerevery trickyand
Ihadaspin into thegravel,which
wasnotso funnybut Iwas
learningandwehad fun.The
surfacewasveryslippery.
Wecannotbecomeworld
championbutwecanhave fun.”

Photos: LAT, Gary Hawkins, Paul Lawrence

Jackie Stewart’s last
win was in 1973

The 250F driven by Moss in 1956

Irmler: he loves an Opel

lots of  original pictures and 
literature to support the car.”

The March was entered for 

the 1974 season by Harry Stiller 
Racing and Ellingworth now 
plans to race it regularly.
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Teams will be forced
to rework their cars

Toyota has hybrid experience Serderidis won the last‘Class B’

HOW ROVANPERA LANDED ANOTHER WIN IN WRC 2 PRO PAGE 22

RALLY NEWS

By David Evans

The principles of the first ever
hybrid World Rally Cars will be
revealed at next week’s World
Motor Sport Council meeting.

FIA rally director Yves Matton has
talked in detail about his aspirations
for the new cars and rebuffed claims
the timeframe is short for the 2022
introduction of the next regulations.
The teams had expressed concerns
about the technical regulations
not arriving until the end of this
season, but the Belgian says an
extra six months development
time will be enough.

“The timeframe would be 18
months for a normal car and we
give an extra six months for hybrid,”
said Matton. “This is enough.”

Matton wouldn’t be drawn on
specific details of the principles –
which are expected to confirm
FIA-supplied batteries and motors
required to run up to 10 kilometres
(six miles) to take the cars into and
out of the service park in hybrid
mode – but he said both cost and
competition were high on his agenda.

“The target is to stay at the same
cost [as the current cars],” he
said. “[By] making some economies
on some other technical parts of
the car we can do this, but we have
not defined these other parts. For
the manufacturers we try to
make the technical potential
return on investment as cost-
effective as possible.

“The intention is to try to have
a cost-effective hybrid solution
because we want to stay in similar
budget car, we don’t want the
general cost for the manufacturers
to increase like we have seen in
some other disciplines.

“And it’s the same idea for the
competition and the performance,
the idea is to keep this the same. We
want to keep what we have for the
moment which means that all of
the manufacturers are quite close
to the other ones – and this allows a
manufacturer to jump into the
championship and be quite fast
and at the right level in the same
way Toyota did when it joined the
championship. We would like to see
[new manufacturers] coming in and

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

The FIA has no short-term plans to take 
hybrid to the lower levels of  the sport – 
preferring not to fiddle with an R5 
category which is one of  the most 
successful in the history of  the series.

While manufacturers will be running 
hybrid World Rally Cars in just over two 
years, internal combustion will still 
rule further down the order.

“We are focusing on the World Rally 
Cars for now,” said FIA rally director Yves 
Matton. “That’s for now, it doesn’t mean 
no [to hybridisation at lower levels]. We 
want to keep the regulations for R5 as close 
as possible to current rules – this is what 
is making the success of  the category; we 
have around 800 [R5] cars in competition 
around the world now and the market 
price for the second-hand cars is now 
coming very low. If  we start to change this, 
then this could affect this category hugely.

“For the medium and long-term then we 
cannot say there will be no hybridisation 
for some of  the [lower] categories in 
rallying in general. But today we are 
not working on it and in the future we 
will see what we will do.”

LOWER LEVELS WILL HAVE 
TO WAIT FOR TECHNOLOGY

[potentially] being champions after 
two years, this is what we have and 
we would like to see this continue.” 

Asked if  he thought any team 
would be able to exploit a bigger 
budget or – in Toyota’s case – 
extensive experience of  a hybrid 
car competing in motorsport in the 
World Endurance Championship, 
Matton replied: “I don’t think this 
will happen.”

One of  the key considerations for 
the FIA is what to do with the current 
generation cars from 2022 onwards. 

Matton said: “We have to see if  we 

open a category to still use the 
current cars. The last attempt at this 
was not a big success, but we have to 
study it but it’s not the priority.”

The FIA’s last attempt at this was 
the WRC Trophy, introduced for the 
private drivers of  World Rally Cars 
produced before the end of  2016. 
Greek driver Jourdan Serderidis won 
the inaugural WRC Trophy after a 
woefully under-supported season in 
which only three drivers tackled a 
programme of  any significance. 

The WRC Trophy was dropped 
for the 2018 season. 
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Yves Matton: WRC is future-ready



Loeb: return
to France

Greensmith:late crash drama

Rovanpera:happy with Fabia

Sebastien Loeb will tackle two 
national rallies in a Hyundai 
i20 Coupe WRC in the next two 
months as the South Korean 
manufacturer gears up for 
Rally Germany and increases 
Europe-wide promotion of  
its rally programme.

While the nine-time world 
champion remains unsure 
about extending his WRC 
commitment beyond the 
agreed six rallies for this 
season – his sixth and
final outing of  the season is 
scheduled for Rally Spain in 
October – he is happy to tackle 
shorter domestic events.

His first national rally in 
an i20 Coupe WRC will be 
the Rallye Vosges next week. 

Loeb said: “It is a real 
pleasure to return to the 
French Rally Championship 
and to be able to ride in my 
region where it all began. 
I’m really looking forward 
to it and to find the special 
stages like Pays d’Ormont 
and Corcieux. We are going 
to gain experience with the 
team and miles with the car 
and to please the fans.”

Loeb will also compete on 
Rally di Alba in Italy at the 
end of  July. 

Hyundai team principal 
Andrea Adamo said Loeb’s 
outings were about more 
than just asphalt testing and 
getting the car ready for Rally 
Germany – an event Loeb 
will skip this season.

“We are doing what we can to 
improve the car and Hyundai’s 
image around the world,” said 
Adamo. “Loeb in Vosges will 
be a great image for Hyundai 
France – which has already 
made a lot of  activation from 
this programme. We will have 
lots of  [guest] co-drivers at 
shakedown and we bring 
lots of  guests to the rally. 
And they [Hyundai France] 
is paying a lot of  money. 

“It’s the same in Italy, where 
Alba is putting a huge effort. 
I will bring two [i20] R5s to 
support this as well.” 

Competing at lower levels 
will offer Loeb seat time 
without the week-long 
commitment to a WRC round.

Asked again if  he planned 
to do more than just Spain, 
he told Motorsport News : 
“I don’t want to do more, but 
if  I don’t do more then it’s 
difficult to be in the rhythm. 
To be competitive when only 
doing a few rallies isn’t easy.”

VolkswagenMotorsportis
workingwithfireanalysis
expertstohelpidentifythe
causeof theblazeswhichhave
claimedfivePoloGTIR5s.

ThreePoloscaughtfire
lastweekend,twoatRallyof
PortugalandoneontheRallye

duChablaisinSwitzerland.
TheHannover-basedteamhas

toldMNitisworking“nightand
day”tofindthecauseandfixany
issuesonthecar.

AVolkswagenspokesmansaid:
“Weknowthefiresarecomingat
therearof thecars,butit’svery

‘Yates showed great
pace in WRC 2’
WRC supports report, p22
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Volkswagen Motorsport calls in the experts to find out why new R5s are catching fire

Evans: Greensmith looks comfortable on step up to WRC level

New Skoda Fabia R5 Evo can be a title winner, says Rovanpera
Kalle Rovanpera has praised 
Skoda’s work with its all-new 
Fabia R5 E vo after taking a 
debut class win at last week’s 
Rally of  Portugal.

The all-new Fabias of  
Rovanpera and team-mate Jan 
Kopecky were at the front of  

the WRC 2 Pro class throughout 
the event, with the Finn taking 
back-to-back wins following his 
Chilean success last time out.

Rovanpera was pleased with the 
speed the new car showed out of  
the box. “We did a lot of  testing,” 
he said. “We have lots of  new parts 

with this car, but the difference in 
the speed on the stages is coming 
because the car is easier to drive. 
When the car’s nice like this, it 
feels easier to drive faster.

“We have enough with this car 
to stay ahead in R5, but like the 
last car, there’s more to come.”

M-Sport Ford World Rally Team 
leader Elfyn Evans has praised 
fellow Brit Gus Greensmith’s 
debut at the sport’s highest 
level in Portugal last week.

Greensmith impressed hugely 
on his debut in a Ford Fiesta 
WRC, running inside the top 
10 for all but one stage through 
the mainstay of  the first two 
days. Unfortunately for the 
22-year-old he slid off  the road 
on Saturday afternoon’s final 
test and then hit a bank following 

the Fafe jump on the powerstage.
Despite those two incidents 

Greensmith was right in the mix 
posting times close to his M-Sport 
team-mates Evans and Teemu 
Suninen on some stages.

Evans said: “I know what 
the pace is like at this level and 
what Gus did was impressive 
in Portugal. I also know what 
it’s like to make that step up 
and come to drive a World 
Rally Car for the first time, 
everything is so quick. But 

he’s made the transition well.”
Greensmith, who is hopeful of  

a repeat Fiesta WRC outing later 
in the season, said: “It’s a bit 
disappointing that we didn’t get 
through the final stage, but I’ve 
achieved what I wanted to in 
showing some good speed. I’ve 
waited a long time to do this and 
it’s lived up to what I hoped it 
would be. I’m pleased with the 
speed we’ve shown.”

Greensmith will be back to a 
Ford Fiesta R5 on Rally Italy. 

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“Moving the W
cars can be a
frenetic job”

I
f you’re the sort of reader who 
turns straight to the report pages 
of Motorsport News and happen 
upon this column moments after the 
paper pops through the letterbox, 
crack of dawn Wednesday, 

M-Sport’s Ford Fiesta WRCs will be at 
the top of the M6.

If, however, you’ve left these words until after 
work on Friday and you’re coming to them around 
1800hrs, M-Sport’s Ford Fiesta WRCs will also 
be at the top of the M6.

We talked an awful lot about the race through the 
Andes to get from round five in Argentina to round 
six in Chile in just over a week. By comparison with 
what the teams are doing right now, that South 
American jaunt was fairly straightforward.

Meet Bob. Bob Baker’s an integral part of 
M-Sport Ford World Rally Team’s success, but for 
the next 10 days, the weight of the whole operation 
sits squarely on his shoulders. He’s the man driving 
the cars north from Portugal south to Sardinia.

He’ll be delivering a trio of World Rally Cars back 
to Dovenby at 0500-0600hrs on Wednesday 
morning and leaving with them freshly re-prepared 
at 1700-1800hrs on Friday evening.

“It’s exciting,” said Baker. “This is part of the rally, 
the logistics behind everything. It’s great to be in 
the middle of something like this. 

“I set out from Matosinhos on Sunday evening 
and have to go north into Spain to get on a boat 
in Bilbao. That ferry’s at 1400hrs on Monday and 
it’s the only boat – there’s no room on any other 
boats. I have to make it. There’s some margin built 
in, but not a lot.”

A 30-hour crossing should have Bob and his 
precious cargo docking in Poole around 1800hrs 
on Tuesday evening. Rested and raring to go, 
the aim is to make it from the south coast to 
Cockermouth in under nine hours.

“I drive for around four hours, then take my 
mandatory 45-minute breaks,” said Baker. “I’m 
hoping to be into M-Sport for about 0500hrs on 
Wednesday morning. There will be some 
technicians there ready to take the cars from me 
and they start working straight away.”

The team will then run a full strip and rebuild of 
the cars before putting them back on the truck 
just after lunch on Friday.

Baker continued: “I’ll leave about 1700hrs, get 
down to the Chunnel and look to get a couple of 
hours into France before I have to stop. I’ll have a 
long break then before there’s another nine hours 
driving. Unfortunately I won’t be able to get out of 
France before we have to stop driving at 2200hrs 
on Saturday – trucks aren’t allowed to drive in 
France on Sunday. 

“Soon as 2200hrs on Sunday comes, I’ll be 
heading straight for the boat in Genoa for a 
1730hrs boat on Monday. A 12-hour crossing 
gets me in Porto Torres early Tuesday morning 
ready for the final 45-minute journey across to 
Alghero where the boys will be waiting with the 
service park already set-up.”

Fortunately for Bob, once Italy’s done, the cars 
aren’t needed in Finland for another seven weeks 
as the series moves into its summer break.  

Veiby’s Rally Portugal was ruined by another car fire

HYUNDAI AND 
LOEB TO TACKLE 

DOMESTIC EVENTS

difficult to find precise details 
when we are losing the car 
completely to the fire. Sometimes 
we are ending up with just metal. 

“This is why we are bringing 
in the experts, people who are 
working with fire all the time 
and can give us a more detailed 
picture of  what is happening .”

The cars caught fire on a 
variety of  rallies and in various 
conditions – including gravel and 
asphalt – but the common theme 
is of  the fire manifesting itself  
at the rear. There’s speculation 
that a fuel tank breather could 
be part of  the problem.  

“It’s hard to find a common 
cause [for the fires],” said the 
spokesman, “but this is priority 
number one for us. We will find 
this issue.”

Volkswagen Motorsport 
technical director Francois-

Xavier Demaison confirmed the 
team is ready to make whatever 
specification changes are 
necessary to the car.

Demaison said: “This is more 
important than performance or 
finding another tenth of  a second 
per stage. We are working to find 
the reason and we already have 
some ideas – but any new parts 
still have to be tested in simulated 
conditions before we bring them. 

“But we have done this before 
well and, we can do it again.”

Volkswagen Motorsport has 
sold 30 Polo GTI R5s, five of  
which have now suffered a fire 
with varying degrees of  damage.

Ole Christian Veiby was able 
to stop his car next to a fire 
truck in Portugal. The fire 
was extinguished, offering 
valuable insight into what and 
where the car ignited. 
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Yates will drive
Skoda Fabia R5

One of the favourites for Ypres

National B win went to Smyth on the Easter Stages

Two wins on the trot for McErlean
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RALLY NEWS

BRIT YATES TO RETURN
TO YPRES RALLY

ByDavidEvans

RhysYateswill return to the
BritishRallyChampionship for
thismonth’sYpresRally–andhe
goestoBelgiumonahighafter
whathedescribedashisstrongest
everWRC2performanceat last
week’sRallyofPortugal.

Yates’stimesaboardhisfamily-run
SkodaFabiaR5tumbledthroughthe
Matosinhos-basedevent,culminating
inhismaidenfastestR5splittime
atWRClevelonthesecondrun
throughFafe.

TheChesterfielddriver,whowas
thefirstBritevertowinRallyvan
Wervik–atraditionalYpreswarm-up–
lastseason,sayshewantstoput
hisnewfoundWRCexperienceto
gooduseontheEuropeanasphalt.

“We’regoingtheretohavesome
fun,”hetoldMN.

“It’sthesamereasonwewenttoPirelli
InternationalRallyinApril. It’s justa
bitmoreseattime.If theWRChasshown
meonethinginthefourroundsI’ve
donethisyear, it’showcrucialit isto
beinthecarasmuchaspossible.

“InPortugallastweek,itwasamazing

howeverythingjustclickedformeon
thefinalstageonSaturdayafternoon.
WehadthreesplitsinthatAmarante
stagewhichwererightthere,righton
themoneyandthenthetimeson
Sundayweregoodenoughforusto
finishfourthinWRC2.”

Yatesmissedoutonanoverallresult
aftersufferingtwopunctureson
Friday’sfinaltest.

Withonlyonespare,hewasforced
toretireandreturnunderRally2
regulationstocompletetheevent.

“Itwouldhavebeennicetotakea
resultfromPortugalanditcouldhave

beenareallyinterestingone,”hesaid.
“Butthere’sabigpartof methat

thinksI’dhavestartedtochasethat
resultfromSaturdayandprobably
nothaverelaxedandletthedriving
flowinthewayitdid.It’sallpositive
fromPortugalandIwanttotakethat
forwardtoYpres.

“LastyearIwenttoYpresandtried
towinthethingfromthefirstcorner.
Ithinkwewentoff fourtimesonthe
firststage.

“It’llbeaslightlydifferentapproach
thistime,but, likeIsaid, it’s justtoget
backinthecarandenjoyourselves.”

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, LAT, Roy Dempster

WRC 2 driver eyes up success after
strong showing in Portugal
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More to come from Mitsubishi, says Smyth McErlean remaining calm 
after JBRC success

New M-Sport Fiesta
R5 to run on Ypres

Alan Smyth believes he has yet 
to fully tap into the potential of  
his R4-specification Mitsubishi 
Lancer E10, despite securing 
a maiden win with the car on 
the National B element of  the 
Easter Stages Rally in April.

The 31-year-old inherited 
the lead early on day two and 
went on to win by almost 16 
seconds. It was only Smyth’s 
second outing this season 
owing to work pressures and 
the birth of  his first child.

He admits the result has given 
him new-found confidence with 
the car, which he first used in 
2017, ahead of  July’s Down 
Rally and the foll owing 
month’s Ulster Rally. 

“I admit I did surprise myself  

with that performance,” he 
told Motorsport News.

“It has done my belief  no 
harm whatsoever, that’s for 
sure, and it demonstrates that 
the car is more than capable. 
There is a lot more speed to 
come from it – I’m definitely 
nowhere near the car’s limits.”

He has the Lakeland Stages 
and the Bushwhacker rallies 
penned into his schedule as 
well as the Galloway Hills Rally.

“I have heard so much about 
Galloway Hills and how the 
stages over there are fast 
and flowing,” he said. 

“It sounds completely 
different to what I know in 
Northern Ireland, so I’m 
keen to experience it.”

Junior British Rally Championship 
points leader Josh McErlean insists 
he is not allowing himself  to get carried 
away with the hype surrounding his 
victory on the latest round.

McErlean finished 53 seconds clear 
of  fellow Ulsterman and Peugeot 208 R2 
driver William Creighton on the Pirelli 
Rally in April to open up an 11-point 
buffer at the season’s mid-point.

It was McErlean’s second straight 
win in the series after his breakthrough 
performance on the West Cork Rally in 
Marsh. The Kilrea-based driver insists 
he is determined to keep a level head.

“The whole team is over the moon – 
they have waited a long time for these kind
of results,” he told Motorsport News. 

“Yes, things might be looking good for 
us right now in the points standings, but 

M-Sport’snewFordFiestaR5
willbedebutedattheYpresRally
laterthismonthbyEricCamilli.

TheFrenchmanwasthefirstto
driveVolkswagen’sPoloGTIR5in
theWorldRallyChampionshipin
Spainlastyearandnowhereturns
toM-Sporttotakethekeystothe
Cumbriansquad’slatestR5.

“Eric’stheobviousonefor
us,”saidteamprincipalRichard
Millener.“He’sdonealotof
developmentworkwithus
andwe’resurehe’lldoagood
job–eventhoughwe’reonly
runningaszerocar.”

TheFiestaR5’shomologation
dateisscheduledforJuly1,with
afirstWRCoutingcomingatthe
endof themonthinFinland,when
GusGreensmithwilldrivethecar.

Milleneradded:“It’squite
possiblethecarwillcompetefor
thefirsttimeinprivatehandsin
thefirstcoupleof weeksinJuly,
butwe’rehappyforthat–thisis
acustomercar.Ypresmakesa
lotof senseforusaswell, it’sthe
biggestasphalteventoutsideof
theWRCincentralEurope.It’sa
bigmarketand,of course, it’s
whereweusedtheoriginalFiesta
R5forthefirsttimebackin2013.”
●BryanBouffierwilldrivea
FordFiestaWRCintheYpres
RallyMasters,meaningatleast
twocurrentgenerationWorld
RallyCarsstartthenewsection
of theBelgianclassic, joining
ThierryNeuville’sHyundaii20.

Camilli will drive the car

I know there is still a lot to play for with 
three very difficult rounds remaining.

“Our Pirelli result shows that we 
have winning pace on the two surfaces 
[Tarmac and gravel] as each require 
a different type of  driving style. 

“This brings with it another huge 
confidence boost as we start to think 
about the next round over in Ypres.”

McErlean’s latest triumph also 
pocketed him £2500 in prize money 
from Peugeot UK and Total. 



8TH & 9TH NOVEMBER
WWW.MANXAUTOSPORT.ORG/
POKER-STARS VOLUNTEERS WANTED

The 100 plus miles stage rally will take place over
many of the Isle of Manʼs iconic stages that have

just been used on this yearʼs National event. They
include Keristal, Ronague, St Marks, Druidale,
Staarvey and everyoneʼs favourite Baldwinʼs.

Escort retired
on Cavan Stages

Kelly (l) with co-driver Barrett after winning the event in 2018

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Martin Walsh, Kevin Glendinning, Ben Kellett Media

Three-time Donegal 
International Rally winner 
Manus Kelly admits defending 
his title will not be easy as 
he prepares to return to the 
event later this month.

Kelly is the top seed for 
round five of  the Irish Tarmac 
Championship but, unlike a 
number of  leading names who 
have made the switch to World 
Rally Cars for the three-day 
meeting, Kelly has decided 

ick with his Hyundai 
orsport-backed i20 R5.
s three outright Donegal 
ories have all come in a 
B Subaru Impreza World 
y Car – but he feels the 
sion to stick with an R5 for 

home round of  the series 
benefit him longer-term. 
make no bones about it 
n I say I am serving my 
renticeship in R5,” said 
y, who will have Donall 
rett as co-driver. 
he last four years have 

n phenomenal for me but 
year represents a new 

pter. I have taken on a new 
challenge by moving over to 

Former winner of  the Circuit 
of  Munster Rally Steve Wood 
made a dramatic late switch 
of  vehicle for la st weekend’s 
event and competed in Daragh 
O’Riordan’s right-hand-drive 
Ford Fiesta RS WRC. 

The 2016 winner, who has 
regularly rallied a Subaru 
Impreza S11, managed to come 
home eighth, having only had 
a brief  test before the rally.

“It all happened last 
Wednesda
it up on Fr

“It’s a go
God I have
co-driver]
the car.  I th
puncture o
but we nev
the car jus
about you

“It will ta
few more r
to get on th
it was wet 
last stage s
saw a diffe
element to
car. It has 

potential, I can see what the 
other boys are doing with 
them you know.”

Another Welsh ace in new 
surroundings at the Circuit 
of  Munster was Melvyn 
Evans, who finished seventh 
in his right-hand-drive 
Skoda Fabia R5.  

“I am really shocked with 
the car and how good it is 
really,” he said.  

“It is hard to judge the 

Organisers of  the Mini Epynt 
Stages are hopeful the popular 
event will return next year 
following the cancellation 
of  the rally in 2019.

A number of  issues, including 
a shortage of  volunteers in key 
positions and the event’s sponsor 
pulling out, meant Herefordshire 
Motor Club – organisers of  
the rally which runs over the 
famous Epynt Military Ranges – 
were forced to cancel it.

The 11th running of  event had 
been due to take place last month, 
but plans are already being made 
to hold the rally i n 2020.

Clerk of  the course, Mike Pugh, 
said: “When we did put it [entries] 
online within the hour it was 
normally full.

“We have had a lot of  people 
[get in touch since we cancelled 
it], we’ve had phone calls, emails 
and contact on social media.

“As it stands we have a date 
with the Ministry of  Defence [for 
next year] and it sounds positive 
that it’s going to run, but we do 
need to find a sponsor. It’s on the 
agenda for our annual general 
meeting at the end of  June.”

Kelly ‘looking to up
the ante’ in DonegalLate car switch for Wood on MunsterMini Epynt Stages 

could return in 2020

NEGAL 
k2

David Bogie will return to the Donegal 
National Rally for the first time since 
his victory three years ago, but will 
miss the next round of the British 
Rally Championship in Ypres.

The 2011 BRC champion is third 
in the standings nine points adrift 
of  Tom Cave.

The next round of the championship 
in Belgium is the week after Donegal, 
but Bogie has opted not to compete 
and has sold his Skoda Fabia R5.

Instead he will use his Ford Escort 
Mk2 in Ireland.

“I’ve missed Donegal the last two 
years with my British championship 
commitments,” Bogie told MN. 
“This year on the Pirelli Rally, OK 
we got some solid points but I didn’t 
particularly enjoy the rally.” 

“[Ypres] is a great event, but I just 
wanted to go to Donegal as I’ve 
obviously got fond memories of  when 
we won the National event in 2016. In 
my rallying career that was certainly 
one of  the high points.

“I’m desperate to go back and enjoy 
the rally, enjoy the hospitality and, of  
course, I’ve built this brand new Escort 
Mk2 so it’s a great opportunity to go 
and use that.”

Bogie’s plans after Donegal are up in 
the air but he is keen to achieve a strong 
result in two weeks’ time, having retired 

with a burst oil pipe in the Escort’s 
last outing on the Cavan Stages.

“I want to use the car more, I really 
enjoyed the competition with Gary 
[Kiernan] in Cavan, it was just 
what rallying should be,” he said. 

“Both drivers driving hard, none of  
the b******t just proper competition 
and I loved the day.

“Ultimately if  we can get a good run 
on the Donegal Rally then we’ll see 
where it takes us from there, but Irish 
rallying at the minute is just booming 
and certainly, in the modified section, 
everybody is at the top of  their game 
so certainly going into Donegal it’ll 
be hard to pick a winner.”

The Scot also hasn’t ruled out using 
Ypres as his dropped score in the BRC 
title hunt, and could return to the 
series for the Ulster.

He said: “Obviously without going 
to Belgium my British title hopes take 
a fair bit of  a kick. Now that’s not to 
say I can’t use it as my dropped score.

“I know the chances of  Matt 
[Edwards] and Tom [Cave] both not 
finishing on any other rally would 
be quite slim, but on Ypres anything 
can happen from going off  and 
getting stuck in a ditch or having 
mechanical problems.  It’s a long 
hard rally so it’s [the championship] 
not over by any means.”

the R5 class, which has had ups 
and downs so far.

“The whole left-hand-drive 
and left-foot braking has proven 
to be a much bigger challenge 
than I thought it would be but 
it is such a great class and I will 
be looking to up the ante on 
home soil.”

If  Kelly returns to the top step 
of  the podium this month then 

he would become the first 
person in history to retain 
the Jim Kennedy Memorial 
Trophy for a fourth time.

“Donegal only comes once a 
year and you have to make the 
most of  the opportunity [to win 
it] when it does,” said Kelly. 

“It’s going to be difficult but 
I’m looking forward to getting 
stuck in.”
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Wood drove O’Riordan’s Fiesta RS WRC



To register your interest please contact our volunteer liaison officer
Alison on 07624 287178 or email volunteers@manxautosport.org

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
To ensure we successfully and safely run

this event we need the following:
— Stage commanders —

— Time keepers —
— Radio operators —

— Marshals —

Manx Autosport are pleased to announce
the PokerStars Rally dates for 2019!

The 100 plus miles stage rally will
take place on its historical dates:

8TH AND 9TH NOVEMB
Using many iconic stages that have
just been used on this yearʼs Nation
event. They include Keristal, Ronagu
St Marks, Druidale, Staarvey and
everyoneʼs favourite Baldwinʼs.

Heavily discounted event travel and accommodation packages are soon to be announced

Welcome to the home of discounted ferry travel…
Discounted Ferry Specialists for Sport Competitors,
Supporters, Organisers, Marshals & Spectators

Are you looking for a great deal on a ferry
crossing to your next event or meeting?

Look no further! Team Coordin8 offer
some of the best ferry deals around, to
ALL competitors, sports people, tourers,
marshals, supporters, and enthusiasts!
Just give us a call with your route, vehicle
type, dates and times and we will get you
the very best fare with the most flexibility
we can!
Discounts are available on most routes
between the UK and Ireland or Europe!
Pick up the phone now! All our best
dates are available direct over the phone!
Remember, you don’t get if you don’t ask!

01904 766 787
www.teamcoordin8.comOpen Monday to Thursday 10am to 4pm
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Winning gap
was 21.1s

Photo: Nicholas Bhajan

MIGHTYMOFFETT
BATTLES TO VICTORY

Photo: Martin Walsh

Skeete survives rally of attrition as five-time winner Panton suffers injuries

Circuit of Munster
By Martin Walsh

Organiser: Limerick Motor Club  When: June 2 Where: 
Limerick, Co. Limerick Championships: Irish National Rally 
Championship, West Coast Rally Championship Stages: 9 
Starters: 117.

Recovery and resilience were the 
trademarks of  Josh Moffett’s 
21.1-second victory in the Circuit 
of  Munster Rally that signalled the 
halfway mark of the Irish National 
Rally Championship. 

Co-driven by Andy Hayes aboard 
their Ford Fiesta RS WRC, they 
moved into the lead on the third 
stage and withstood the challenges 
of  Declan Boyle/Brian Boyle (Ford 
Fiesta WRC) and Donagh Kelly/
Conor Foley (Ford Focus WRC). 
The Boyle cousins finished second 
with Roy White/James O’Brien 24.1s 
further behind to complete a Fiesta 
RS WRC lock-out of  the top three. 
Kelly/Foley were forced to retire  
with a broken throttle spring.

Kelly, Boyle and Moffett posted 
the respective top times on the three 
stages of  the opening loop. Kelly 
reckoned his tyres were suited to the 
opening pair of  stages but not the 
third, and longest stage, of  the rally.  
Boyle, quickest on the shortest stage 
(SS2) felt the suspension needed 
tweaking while Moffett, who had a 
transmission sensor issue for the 
opening stages, fared best on SS3 to 
lead Kelly by 4.8 seconds with Boyle 
another 4.7 seconds adrift.

White was fourth and lucky after 
a major moment on SS3 when his 
Fiesta went sideways into a hedge.

At the Limerick service park Boyle 
rectified the suspension and fitted 
fresh Pirellis all-round. The result 
transformed the car and he was 
quickest on the repeat of  all 
three stages. A pragmatic Moffett 
remarked he just couldn’t get into the 

groove as Boyle cut the deficit to four 
seconds. The challenge intensified 
when Kelly, despite a clutch problem, 
joined Boyle in equal second. White’s 
reason for being 26.1 seconds away 
from a podium spot was honest. “I’m 
not brave enough,” he admitted.

Kelly departed the contest when 
the throttle spring broke on stage 
seven as Moffett put in a blistering 
performance over the final three 
stages to win from Boyle and White.

Cathan McCourt (Subaru Impreza 
WRC S14) was fourth, surviving 
clutch trouble and an altercation 
with a chicane bale. Welsh ace 
Hugh Hunter (Ford Focus WRC05) 
suffered through the long stage 
with tyres that went off  on SS3 but 
managed to salvage fifth. 

Late entry Stephen Wright (Fiesta 
R5) continued to increase his pace 
as the rally progressed, as did Mel 
Evans in the right-hand-drive Skoda 
Fabia R5. Steve Wood (Impreza S11 
WRC), two-wheel-drive winner 
Paul Reid (Ford Escort Mk2) and 
the Group N Mitsubishi Lancer 
E9 of  Niall Devine completed 
the top 10.
Results
1 Josh Moffett/Andy Hayes (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) 56m21.4s; 
2 Declan Boyle/Brian Boyle (Fiesta RS WRC) +21.1s; 3 Roy 
White/James O’Brien (Fiesta RS WRC); 4 Cathan McCourt/
Barry McNulty (Subaru Impreza S14 WRC); 5 Hugh Hunter/
Rob Fagg (Ford Focus WRC05); 6 Stephen Wright/Liam 
Moynihan (Fiesta R5); 7 Melvyn Evans/Mark Glennerster 
(Skoda Fabia R5); 8 Steve Wood/Keith Moriarty (Impreza 
S11 WRC); 9 Paul Reid/Karl Reid (Ford Escort Mk2); 
10 Niall Devine/Mac Kierans (Mitsubishi Lancer E9).
Class winners: Desmond Roche/Mairead Duane (Honda 
Civic); Eamonn Kelly/Conor Mohan (Fiesta R2); Michael 
Rodgers/Aiden Connolly (Civic); Devine/Kierans; Wright/
Moynihan; McCourt/McNulty; Lloyd Hutchinson/Willie 
Fitzpatrick (Austin Mini Cooper S); Gordon Dreaper/Derek 
Bovenizer (Peugeot 205 GTi); Tommy Foley/Cathal Keane 
(Civic); William Nolan/Shane O’Mahony (Toyota Corolla); 
Maurice Meskell/Stephen Meskell (Escort); Sean Moran/
Jonathan Keane (Escort Mk2); Reid/Reid; Ian Roche/
Anthony Nestor (Impreza S10 WRC); Kieran Reen/Mark 
O’Leary (Civic); Jordan Hone/Aileen Kelly (Opel Adam R2); 
Luke McCarthy/David Hogan (Escort RS); Darren McKelvey/
Dean O’Sullivan (Lancer E9).

Sol Rally Barbados
By Jack Benyon

It was supposed to be his year, but with just 
three miles to go on Friday, Rob Swann’s 
dream and year-round conquest to win 
Rally Barbados was over, as a Bajan finally 
reclaimed the title with Dane Skeete and 
Tyler Mayhew victorious.

After cracking the crank on the King of  
the Hill pre-event, the Brit Swann had 
ordered a new engine from the UK but a 
hold up at Gatwick meant it didn’t arrive 
in time and Swann had to take his chances. 

He set fastest time on the first stage and 
would have led by over a minute had he 
made the end of  the day, where a new 
engine was waiting for him. He promised 
to return as he nears 10 starts on the event.

His evergreen rival Jeffrey Panton 
spun on the same stage Swann retired on, 
which left him charging to recover time 
all weekend. The five-time winner didn’t 
regain as much as he wanted to and on 
Sunday’s first stage, he hit a tree after 
clippingakerbinafastseriesof corners
and cametoadeadstopfrom116mph,

luckily escaping with his life. As MN went 
to print he remains in a local hospital with 
a broken collarbone and broken ribs but 
the Jamaican is thankfully stable. His 
co-driver Michael Fennell Jr suffered only 
minor injuries. Had the impact with the 
tree come six inches further forward there 
would have been no champagne sprayed at 
the finish such was the severity of  the crash.

Skeete was supposed to be learning his 
car and bedding in gently, but after the 
Friday carnage he found himself  in the 
lead. Driving a WRC car for the first time – 
having been given the Subaru Impreza 
S12B by his 13-time winning father Roger 
‘The Sheriff’ Skeete – he made overshoots 
on two of the first three stages and then 
struggled with a gear selection issue. 
But with the help of  Swann’s engineer 
the issue was soon sorted and he managed 
a gap of  over a minute to the finish.

Having been rallying since the 1980s, 
evergreen Brit Roger Duckworth took 
second place ahead of  a fierce R5 battle. 
Rallycross driver Andy Scott’s car went 
overthefinishramponaflatbedpickup
inwhathastobearallyfirst,having

crashed on the non-timed superspecial to 
end the event. Wales Rally GB National 
rally winner Tom Preston battled hard in 
his Skoda Fabia R5, but lost time on softer 
tyres on Sunday morning.

After one of  the most attritional rallies 
in recent memory, crews were happy to 
get to the end of  the over 70 mile event, 
and were greeted at the Vaucluse finish 
by a slip and slide tunnel covered with 
fairy liquid as is the rally’s tradition.
Results
1 Dane Skeete/Tyler Mayhew (Subaru Impreza S12B WRC) 
1h06m45.18s; 2 Roger Duckworth/Mark Broomfield (Impreza WRC) 
+1m00.88s; 3 Andy Scott/Laura Connell (Ford Fiesta R5); 4 Tom 
Preston/Carl Williamson (Skoda Fabia R5); 5 Roger Hill/Graham 
Gittens (Toyota Corolla WRC); 6 David Coelho/Barry Ward (Fiesta R5); 
7 Graham Coffey/Jack Morton (Fiesta); 8 Nigel Worswick/Sophie 
Buckland (Ford Escort RS Cosworth); 9 Avinash Chatrani/Andrew 
Skeete (Mitsubishi Lancer E6); 10 Andrew Mallalieu/Geoff Goddard 
(Impreza).
Class winners: Skeete/Mayhew; Stuart Maloney/Justin Maloney 
(Citroen C2); Jason Harewood/Shawn Eversley (Toyota Starlet); 
Hill/Gittens; Stan Hartling/Jeremy Croney (BMW M3); Chris Ullyett/
Chantal Ullyett (Escort); Edward Corbin/Johnathan Alleyne (Daihatsu 
Charmont); Alex Allingham/Ross Weir (Escort Mk2); Andrew Costin-
Hurley/Rob Brook (Ford Puma); Andrew Jones/Lindsey Pilkington 
(Escort Mk2) Scott/Connell; Ian Warren/Robert Warren (BMW 
Compact); Edward Perry/Kyle Gill (Mitsubishi Colt).

Skeete and Mayhew took victory aboard Subaru Impreza S12B WRC

+44 (0)1708 606768
www.grove-dean-motorsport.com

*Subject to underwriting criteria. Grove & Dean Motorsport Insurance is a trading name of Grove & Dean Motorsport Ltd.
Grove & Dean Motorsport Ltd are an appointed representative of Grove & Dean Ltd. Grove & Dean Ltd are an independent

intermediary who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). For your security calls may be recorded.
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Lightning (c) 
with Mortons
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The second Stirling Moss/
RAC Woodcote Trophy 1950s’
sportscar race topped Thruxton’s
Motorsport Celebration
meeting, with hard-earned
victories for Keith Ahlers/Billy
Bellinger (Lola Mk1 Prototype)
and Malcolm Paul/Rick Bourne
(Lotus-Bristol X).

RelayedbyBellinger,Ahlerswas
leadingSaturday’sopenerwhena
frontsuspensionlinkmountcollapsed
fourlapsfromhome.BenAdams’s
LolaMk1shotpasttowin,butAhlers
salvagedsecond,aheadof Andrew
Smith(CooperMonaco),andthe
Lister-Jaguarsof JohnSpiers/
Tiff NeedellandCaterhamace
PeterRatcliff.

“MySundaybrief wastokeepthe
leadersinsight,thenletBillyworkhis
magic,”saidAhlers,whosawAdams
pitwithamisfireonthegreenflaglap.
Afteragrippingleadscrapbetween
Spiers,Ratcliff,SmithandPatrick
Blakeney-Edwards(CooperT38)had
diluted,Bellingerhuntedthebigguns
down.“We’vefinishedsecond,but
notwonaStirlingMossTrophyrace
outrightbefore,”grinnedAhlers.
“It’smywifeSusan’scarandour
40thweddinganniversarytoday,
soit’stheperfectpresent.”

Ratcliff,Blakeney-Edwardsand
Spiers/Needellchased,aheadof
WoodcoteTrophywinnersPaul/
Bourne,theirex-MikeAnthony
Lotus’rearflankdentedbyPaul
Pochciol’sJaguarC-typeatAllard
afterSaturday’sstart.Bourne
superblyovercameKarlJonesin
BenEastick’sD-type,withtheCsof
Pochciol/JamesHansonandSaturday
winnerRudiFriedrichsclosebehind.

Sports2000providedcontemporary
contrastwithastunning33-cargridof
200bhpFordDuratec-enginedcars
andPintos.MichaelGibbins(MCRS2)
hurtledtoadouble,cuttingtheevent’s
bestracelapof 1m15.041s(113.02mph).
Afteranovernightenginechange,
transmissionpinionfailurestopped
CharlesHall(GunnTS11)while
secondintheopener,asdefending
championTomStotenbenefitedina
sistercar.SnettertonwinnerHall
screamedfrom28thtosecondinthe
afternoon’ssecondrace,asStoten
spunbutkeptthird.

PaulStreat(LolaT87/90)twice
bestedthePintopackand“asabit
of aSports2000geek”wasoverjoyed

tobeawardedtheIanTaylorTrophy
inmemoryof the1979-’80British
championwhodevelopedThruxton’s
racingschool.JonathanLoader(Tiger
SC80)pippedHugoBesleyforHistoric
goldinraceone.Inanequallyfrenetic
sequel,SRCCchief ColinFeyerabend
(LolaT492)stalkedJuergTobler
(RoyaleS2000M)thenoustedthe
Swissforthehonour.

IntheFordCapri’s50thanniversary
yearbothHistoricTouringCar
Challengeracesfelltoasonorous3.4-
litreGAAV6-enginedETCevocation,
butmisfortunestruckequally.On
Saturday,SteveDance’spursuerRic
Woodretiredhiscarwhenitssteering
rackworkedloose.Woodwascatching
DanceonSundaywhenplumesof oil
smokemeantDancewascalledin.

Inthefirstrace,MikeGrantPeterkin
ranoutof gripinFredWakeman’s
muscularRoverSD1andwas
overhauledforabrilliantsecondby
TimClarkeinfatherKen’sHepolite
version,inwhichSteveSoperstarted
Thruxton’s1983BritishSaloonCar
Championsiproundfrompole.
FourthwereSpiers/Needellwho
beatPochciol/HansonandLudo
LindsayinaTonyDronTrophy
Group1Caprirout.

TheRovers’orderwasreversed
behindvictorWoodonSundayas
Spiers’opening-lapretirementeased
Hanson/Pochciol’sTonyDron
Trophytaskandtheprotracted
AlfaRomeotusslebetweenPaul
Clayson(GTV6)andDarren
Roberts(2000GTV)entertained.

AndyWolfe’ssorcerer’sapprentice–
FormulaFordaceandteammechanic
BenTinkler–didsuchagreatjob
stavingoff NeilBrown’ssimilarLotus
CortinainbothU2TCracesthatthe
boss’schase-downpowerswerenot
requiredinadisappointing10-car
field.Instead,Wolfegavevirtuoso
demonstrationsof precisiondrifting.

AllsevenLotusCortinassatline-
asterninthepitsduringSaturday’s
mandatorystops,fromwhichBrown
beatGrahamPattle/MarkBurtonand
JohnSpierstosecond.Brown’sfive-
secondpenaltyforexceedingtrack
limitsonSundaydroppedhimbehind
SpiersandBurton/Pattle.Fifth
onbothdayswerePeterBaldwin/
GrahamChurchill (MiniCooperS).

Frontandrear-enginedFormula
Juniordouble-headersweredecided
bywonderfullycleanbattles.

RayMallockwonthe‘puller’
contestsinoneof hisgeniallatefather
MajorArthur’searlyU2designs,
shadowedbyChrisDrakeinthe
TerrierMk4whichwasracedby
engineguruBrianHartintheopener.
ThirdafterPeterdelaRoche’sLola’s
enginespeweditsoiloutwasthe
AlexisMk2of StuartRoach,described
byMallockSras“undriveable”in
itsday.Caughtoutbyracetwo’s
startprocedure,Drakecharged
backtothirdbehinddelaRoche,the
weekend’sbestlapaconsolation.
EarlyF5000racerMikeWalker
wasfifthonbothoutingsina
front-wheel-driveBond.

The‘pusher’raceswereequally
exciting.WatchedonSaturdayby
AlecLightning(seebelow),Pete
MortonwrestledwithAndrew
Hibberd(ex-Jens-ChristianLegarth
Lotus22)onbothdays,andled
briefly,buthisrivalwastoofast.
“It’stakensevenyearstobreak
myjinxhere,”saidHibberd.

FreshfromtheHistoricRacing
Drivers’Club’ssolodebutatLydden
Hill,competitorsfollowedfounder
JuliusThurgoodtoThruxton’ssweeps
topopulatethreegrids.Best–and
mostphotogenic–wasSunday’s
ClassicAlfaChallenge inwhich
RichardMerrell’supratedGuilia
GTJuniortackledtheGTVsof
ChrisSnowdon,Alexander
JupeandJonathanHorsfield.

PolemanSnowdonwasmortified
totagMerrellastheylappedheavy
trafficthree-abreastexitingthe
chicane,butextendedhisunbeaten
seriesrecordtothreeraces.Jupe
andtherecoveringMerrellchased
insecondandthird,withJames
Wright’s75astrongfourth.

AfterAlexThistlethwayte’sFord
Mustangoverheated,PeteChambers
(LotusCortina)repeatedhis
SilverstoneCoys100Trophyvictory.
Thelong-timePorscheracersawoff
MustangduosMarkBurton/Graham
Pattleanddad-and-ladBilland
FredShepherd,whoRichardFores
splitafteralongchaseinDavid
Alexander’sAlfaSprintGT.

Thistlethwayte,grandsonof 1926
LeMansBentleyboy,Tom,bounced
backstrongerintheAllstars finale.
Heovercamefast-starterDavid
Smithies’Austin-Healey3000for
second,butnobodycouldmatch
AllenTice’sMarcos-Volvo.

REDEMPTIONFOR
BELLINGER/AHLERS

Bumper grid of 33 cars competed in Sports 2000 races,as Gibbins (76) won both

VictoryinsecondStirlingMossTrophyracewenttoBellinger/AhlersLolaMk1Prototype

Pete Morton led briefly in both FJ races but had to settle for second

A special guest was on hand to watch the 
Lightning Envoyette of  Pete Morton in 
Formula Junior action last weekend, 
as the original owner of  the car, Alec 
Lightning, visited Thruxton.

The rear-engined machine was the last 
FJ designed by Les Redmond – creator of  
the Gemini Mk3 and Diggory Gwyniad – 
and was built by Sewell and King.

Intended as the successor to the Envoy 
Mk2, it was acquired by Lightning before 
being rebuilt in 1963.

“I worked at a research establishment 
and I was in charge of  the garages,” 
recalls Lightning.

“The set-up, workshop and engineers, 
was first-class and I took advantage 
because I knew them so well, they were 
very happy to do it [rebuild the car].

“We had a lot to do to finish the chassis 
and there wasn’t any bodywork.”

Lightning even made contact with 
legendary Formula 1 designers Colin 
Chapman and John Cooper in the 
hope of  receiving further assistance 
with the rebuild.

Sadly, Lightning never got to race the 

completed car after crashing it on a 
testing run in 1963.

The damaged one-of-a-kind car lay 
dormant for 30 years before former British 
Formula 3 driver Steve Bradley acquired 
it from Lightning and went on to win the 
Historic FJ Championship with it in 1993.

After that it was sold to Jim Diggory, 
before Morton’s father, Alex, bought it 
for his son a decade ago.

“This car came up for sale, I thought it’s 
unusual, should be reasonably quick so I 
went and bought it,” says Morton Sr, who 
currently races one of  only two Condor 
SII’s in the front-engined FJ category.

“I’ve driven it one season when we 
swapped cars and I actually took it to 
New Zealand at the beginning of  this 
year [and won the FJ winter title].

“Duncan Rabagliati [chairman of  FJ] 
has done a lot of  research and history 
into the car as to whether it was a 
genuine Formula Junior as it 
never raced in period.

“That’s one of  the nice things about 
Formula Junior, it’s run by a real expert 
on the history of  the cars and we’ve got 

a technical director who makes sure 
all the cars run as they should be.”

Having become aware the car was still 
racing, Lightning’s son Neil contacted 
the FJ website and was put in touch 
with the Mortons.

Lightning Sr was able to meet 
the Mortons for the first time last 
weekend and witnessed a pulsating 
battle for the win in Saturday’s first 
rear-engined FJ race.

Morton Jr jumped polesitter Andrew 
Hibberd’s Lotus 22 off  the line but by the 
time they reached the chicane at the end 
of  the opening lap he had lost the lead. 

He shadowed Hibberd throughout, but 
had to settle for second just 0.147s adrift 
at the chequered flag.

It was a similar story in the second race, 
as he again finished runner-up to Hibberd.

“The last five years or so have been a 
bit more successful [since we got the 
car],” says Morton Jr. 

“The car dances and it’s a nice car 
to drive.”

“It’s fantastic to see it racing,” 
was Lightning Sr’s assessment.

LIGHTNING STRIKES FOR THE MORTON FAMILY

RAC Woodcote/Stirling 
Moss Trophy
Race 1: Ben Adams 
(Lola Mk1)
Race 2: Keith Ahlers/Billy 
Bellinger (Lola Mk1 Prototype) 

SRCC Sports 2000
Races 1&2: Michael Gibbins 
(MCR S2)

Historic Touring 
Car Challenge
Race 1: Steve Dance 
(Ford Capri RS3100)
Race 2: Ric Wood 
(Ford Capri RS3100)

U2TC
Races 1&2: Ben Tinkler/Andy 
Wolfe (Ford Lotus Cortina)

Historic Formula Junior, 
Front-Engined
Races 1&2: Ray Mallock 
(U2 Mk2)

Historic Formula Junior, 
Rear-Engined
Races 1&2: Andrew Hibberd 
(Lotus 22)

HRDC Classic 
Alfa Challenge
Chris Snowdon (Alfetta GTV)

HRDC Coys 100 Trophy 
Touring Cars
Peter Chambers 
(Ford Lotus Cortina)

HRDC Allstars
Allen Tice (Marcos 1800GTS)

RESULTS
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The racing debut for Westbourne Motorsport’s Standard Vanguard Six was 
short-lived after James Colburn only completed one racing lap in the HRDC 
Coys 100 Trophy race. “The head gasket went unfortunately,” said former 
Renault Clio Cup UK frontrunner Colburn, who competes with his family 
team. “The fan belt was coming off [in testing] and we think we’ve done 
about half a lap too long without it. It’s a bit of a shame. We first ran it  on 
Thursday afternoon, it was still being built in the morning. Whether it will 
do more events we hope so but it’s more likely to be trackdays so we can work 
on the reliability. We don’t know of any other cars racing out there and we only 
got it because it’s a rare car.”

One of several cars to perform demo runs across the weekend was a Reynard 
89D Formula 3000 car from 1989, which in period was run by First Racing 
and driven by Marco Apicella. Currently owned by Colin Sowter, it has 
been restored to the exact specification from 30 years ago, including its 
original three-litre Judd BV engine and livery, by Edginton Racing. 
Managing director of Edginton Racing, Nick Edginton, said: “We were 
at Pau last weekend which was 30 years almost to the day since Apicella 
was on pole. It’s very unusual that you see many cars that are completely 
with correct period livery.”

Thirty-five years since Iain Rowley made his Formula Junior debut at Thruxton, 
he returned aboard the same Lola Mk5. “I had a lot of fun racing the car and 
finished third, I thought all my Christmases had come at once to drive this car,” 
said Rowley of his debut in 1984. Founder of engineering specialists Delta 
Motorsport, Rowley runs the cars of Ian Robinson who coincidentally had 
bought the very same Lola years previously. “We didn’t realise it was the same 
car [I had raced] until we got chatting through the years.” After qualifying sixth, 
Rowley missed Saturday’s first rear-engined FJ race to attend a memorial 
service for friend and former team-mate, Jim Woodley. Returning for Sunday’s 
second race, Rowley managed to claim seventh. 
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CTCRC Group 1
Touring Cars
Race 1: Stephen Primett
(Ford Escort Mk1)
Race 2: Mike Luck
(BMW E21 320)
Thunder Saloons/Blue
Oval Saloons
Race 1: Andrew Wilson
(Holden Monaro)
Race 2: Lucky Khera
(BMW M3)
Pre ’66 Touring Cars
Race 1&2: Alan
Greenhalgh (Ford Falcon)
Pre ’93/Pre ’03/Pre ’05
Production Touring Cars
Race 1: David Griffin
(BMW E36 M3)
Race 2: AJ Owen
(Honda Civic)

Mighty Minis
Race 1: Alex Comis
(Super Mighty Mini)

Race 2: Greg Jenkins
(Super Mighty Mini)

Jaguar Series Elite
Race 1&2: Vic Lee

Kumho BMW
Race 1 & 2: Garrie
Whittaker (BMW
E36 M3)

Junior Saloon Car
Championship
Race 1: Lewis Saunders
Race 2: Scott McIntyre

Historic 750 Formula
Race 1: Christian
Pedersen (Austin 7)
Race 2: Martin Depper
(Centaur Mk14)

Porsche Trophy
Paul Simpson/Colin
Tester (Porsche 944 S2)

RESULTS

Luck won aboard
BMW E21 320

TheClassicTouringCarClub
provided most of the action 
at Silverstone last weekend.

Pre ’83 Group 1 Touring Cars 
championship leader Stephen 
Primett was seriously threatened 
by Mike Luck’s BMW E21 in race 
one, but Primett’s evocatively fire-
spitting Ford Escort Mk1 proved 
more reliable than the BMW, 
which needed a visit to the pits, 
and quicker than David Howard’s 
Jaguar XJ12, which challenged 
early on and finished second. 
Mark Cholerton was third in 
an Escort Mk2.

Luck pulled off  a great recovery 
in the second race, winning from 
the back of  the grid after moving 
up to fourth on the first lap. Five 
cars battled for the lead at one 
point but Luck soon pulled away. 
Primett was second and Howard, 
who had another short period in 
the lead, settled for third after 
capitalising on a mistake by Steve 
Cripps in his Escort RS2000.

The two Thundersaloons/
Blue Oval races were very 
different, although they both 
featured leading qualifiers 
missing out. The main focus in the 
first was Andrew Wilson (Holden 
Monaro) and James Janicki 

(NissanSkyline)usingtheir
superior power to reel in polesitter 
Ilsa Cox’s SEAT Leon Cupra. Cox 
had to make do with third as 
Wilson took victory in spite of  
some very fast laps from Janicki.

Janicki was missing from a 
depleted grid on Sunday, as 
Philip Seaman’s Ford Falcon 
was a surprise leader after the 
first corner, passing Wilson 
and Cox. He was found to have 
jumped the start but avoided a 
penalty after retiring. Saturday 
absentee Lucky Khera (BMW 
M3) cannily made his way from 
the back to take the win. Cox took 
second as Wilson had troubles 
mid-race and was ninth.

The Pre-’66 Touring Cars 
races featured some interesting 
machinery including Morris 
Minors and a Hillman Imp, 
but was dominated by Alan 
Greenhalgh’s Ford Falcon. 
This was despite valiant efforts 
from Paul Inch (Mini) at the 
start of  race two.

AJ Owen was the Pre ’93/Pre 
’03/Pre ’05 Touring Cars zero 
to hero. Having dropped out of  
second place on Saturday with a 
minor but crucial electrical issue 
on his Honda Civic, he won 

Sunday’s race from the back of  
the grid. Race one winner David 
Griffin had been attempting 
heroics of  his own in his Coke-
liveried BMW E36 M3. He had 
entered six races over the 
weekend in the same car, 
straddling the Pre ’93, 
Thundersaloons and Kumho 
BMW rounds. He finished four 
but dropped out of  the second 
Pre ’93 race with a smoking car.

The Mighty Minis provided two 
predictably frenetic races, both 
featuring six-way lead battles that 
would only be won by timing and 
slipstreaming precision. Alex 
Comis prevailed in the first race, 
having handled backmarkers 
better than second-placed Greg 
Jenkins. Jenkins got his own back 
the next day, edging out Neven 
Kirkpatrick by less than half  
a second, with Comis three 
hundredths behind in third. Owen 
Edgley won the smaller-engined 
Mighty Mini class both times.

With only four cars on the grid, 
Series Elite’s competitive debut 
was more interesting than it had 
any right to be. Vic Lee won both 
races from pole but was made to 
work for it by Nick Jarvis and 
Ray Grimes. 

Comis (41) and Jenkins (70) both shared the Mighty Mini spoils

MIKE GETS SOME LUCK
TO WIN FROM THE BACK

SILVERSTONE: BARC BY RACHEL HARRIS-GARDINER       JUNE 1-2
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RALLY PORTUGA
Toyota dominated the pace – and the post-event chatter

Kris Meeke was thwarted by a rock

Tanak battled brake
problems in Portugal

DAVID
EVANS

hiswasgetting
silly.Thereare,
asonerival team
principalpointed
out, tacticsand
thereare tactics.
And then there
nasKrisMeeke

cloutedarock, spunandblocked
the final stage, the technically
mindedsideof the teamgot
on theradio to talkabout the
damage to theright-frontof
theToyota.
Theotherhalf hitthecalculators.
Meeke’sagonyprovidedawindow
of opportunityforanEstonian
team-matebusypaintingabigger,
season-longpicture.
OttTanakwas,onceagain,theclass
of thefieldandasrallyleader,hewas
thelasttogointothePowerstage.
Championshipfrontmancominginto
PortugalSebastienOgierhadalready
clearedthesecondrunattheFafetest.
Histimewasdone.Andripe
forinfluence.
Lookingaheadtonextweek’sRally
Italy,Toyota’ssportingdirectorKaj
LindstromandTanak’sco-driver
MartinJarveojacollaboratedand
agreedatimejustslightlyslowerthan
Ogiermightbenice.Suchanoutcome
wouldensuretheFrenchmanwould
keephischampionshiplead(downside
fortheFinnish-Estonianalliance)and
runfirstontheroadinSardinia(big
upsidefortheToyotamen).Incaseyou
hadn’theard,theItalianislandisabout
thelastplaceonplanetearthwhereany
driverwantstorunfirstontheroad.
Ogierquietlyfumed,butyouhadto
respecttheconfidenceintheapproach
TanakandToyotahadtakentoforfeit
pointsinfavourof abetterplaceonthe
roadnexttimeout.
“Wewerethinkingaboutthisbefore
thestage,”Tanaksaid,“butweknow
thateverypointcanbeexpensiveat
theendof theyear.Ithoughtabout
slowingdown,butreallytheplanwas
topushandtakeasmanypointsas
possible.Butthen,unfortunatelyfor
him,Krishadhisproblemandwe
startedtothinkagain…”
InPortugallastweek,problems
anddeepthinkingwereeverywhere.
Tanakledfromstagetwoonwards,but
heworkedforthisone.Andthensome.
Brakeproblemsgavewayto
suspensionissuesonSaturday
forthe#8Toyota.
AshockingdayoneforHyundaiand
M-SportFordturnedtoasimilarly
troubledweekendforToyota.
But,onFridayevening,theYariswas
thecartohaveasTanakledhisteam-
matesJari-MattiLatvalaandMeeke,
presentingauniformapproachtothe
endof daypressconferencewithseats
front, leftandcentreall incoloursof
theJapanesemarque.
Itdidn’tlast.Damagetoabrakeline
meantTanakemergedfromSS8with
littleornoresistancefromthemiddle
pedal.Heimprovedthingsalittleforthe
nexttest,buthewasn’tabletogetmore
fluidinandbleedthesystemuntil just
beforeSaturdaymorning’sfinalstage.
Bythatpoint,Latvalawasjustfive
secondsadrift.
Askedif J-ML’spaceymorning

concernedhim,Tanakthoughtfora
second.Thenreplied:“Let’sseewhen
wegetthecarfixed.I’vebeenfixing
thecarthismorningandnotreally
focusedonthedriving…”
That’llbeano,then.
Shortlyafterlunch,Latvala’sluck
wasout.Hiscardumpedtheoilout
of thefront-rightdamper,leavingthe
wheelprettymuchtoitsowndevices
intermsof dealingwiththerough,
ruttedroads.
TwostageslaterandTanakwas
havingtodealwiththesameissue.
TeamprincipalTommiMakinen
wasn’tinthemoodforsuperficial
analysis.“Weneedtohavealook,
adeeperlook,”saidtheFinn.“Maybe
thisisaproblemfromanewbatch
of dampers…”
Thehowandwhycouldwait.
LatvalawasgoneandTanakwasjust
aboutclingingon.ThroughSaturday
afternoon’srepeatedAmarante
stage,theleadYarisslidoff theroad
andstoppedperilouslyclosetoa
bridgeparapet.
“Thedamperbrokeimmediately
[inAmarante], therewassomething
strangewiththecarinthefirsttwo
stagesof theafternoon,butitdidn’t
affecttheperformanceof thecarand
thenthis,”saidTanak.“Thishasbeen
atoughday,abusyoneforworking.
I’mlookingforwardtotomorrow.
Hopefullyit’llbeabitsmoother.”
Forhimyes.Fortheteam,not
somuch.
Let’sturntoMeeke.
AndaSundaymorning,which
startedjust4.3sbehindToyota’s
chief titleprotagonistTanak.
WalkingintobreakfastMeeke
sawMakinensippingacupof coffee.
TheNorthernIrishmanwavedand
lookedtofindhisowntable.
Toolate.
“Kris,”theFinncalled.“Kris,
comehere.Comeandsithere.”
Busted.Fourpointthreeseconds.
WhatmightMakinenwanttotalk
about?KMsatdownandprepared
himself forwhatwastocome.The
thornyissueof teamorders
“Ithoughttomyself: ‘Ohyeah,
herewego…’”hesaid.
Hecouldn’thavebeenmorewrong.
Makinentoldhim:“Kris, it’sreally
importantyouattackinthefirststage.
Pushhardinthere.”
Meekecouldn’thelpbutsmileatan
approachwhichdifferedgreatlyfrom
thatof hispreviousemployer.The
others,hereasoned,wouldhave
convenedsomethingof acommittee
todebateamultitudeof variables,
optionsandconnotations.
Tommi’splan?Justcrackon.
Talkingof lastyear, itwasimpossible
nottoraisethesubjectof Amarante,
abigcrashandthedaysthatfollowed
12monthsago.
IntheweeksthatfollowedCitroen’s
astonishingcommunication,the
considerationthatMeekecouldbe
backinMatosinhosfightingfora
secondRallyof Portugalwininfour
yearswasprettymuchinconceivable.
ThelasttimeMeekesteppedoutof aC3
WRCwasinthemiddleof Amarante.
Emergingfromthesamestageina
considerablystraighterToyotaYaris
WRConSaturday,thecontrastwasn’t
lostonthemanhimself.
“ThistimelastyearIwasonmyway
tohospitalandoutof ajob,”hetold
WRCtelevisionwithathinsmile.
Sixthquickestthroughthe23-miler
washisworsttimeof theday.But
he’dtakethat.
“Therewasabitof afeeling
whenwewentthroughthecorner
Iwentoff atlastyear,”saidMeeke.

“Whenwe’dcomethroughthisstage
ontherecce,Ihadaglanceintothe
treesandsaidtoSeb: ‘Yeah,youdon’t
wanttogointhere!’ Itwasnicetoput
thatonetobed.Iguessthereisabitof
apsychologicalthing,youwanttoget
throughthosecornerswhereyou’ve
hadamomentlasttimeout.
“Therewasalotof stagesupuntil
nowwhenIhadmomentsinthe
CitroenandI’vehadalotof corners
togetaround,thinking: ‘Wow…I
rememberthis,Irememberthat’.
“Youknow,youcansayyou’rebigand
strong,butthingsstill lieinthebackof
yourhead.Ott’sinthisplacenow,he’s
oncloudnine.Iknowthatfeeling,that’s
whereIwasin2016.Icoulddoexactly
whatIwantedwiththecar[theCitroen
DS3],butthenitallevaporatedand
turnedtosh*twhenthenewcarcame.”
Meeke’shopesof awinorsecond
placetookasimilarturnwhenhespun
onthesecondrunattheMontimtest
andthenhitarockontheinsideof a
fastrightwhichdamagedthesteering
anddeniedhimapodiumorafinish.

Intermsof Portuguesedepartures,
thisonewasaworldawayfromlast
season,butthesameresultinterms
of pointscollected.Anditprovided
himwithanothercornertocurse
nexttimearound.
Makinen’snotoneforlobbinghis
driversunderthebusandofferedthe
obligatory:“That’srallying.”
Butwhenconversationmovedonto
thepressureonTanakaheadof the
Powerstage,Tommioffered:“Ottcan
handleit,weknowheisverystrong
mentallyanddoinghisbest.I’msure
he’scomingthroughthestagewith
goodpoints.”
Makeof thatwhatyouwill.
AsMakinen’swordswerebeing
delivered,sothenumberswerebeing
crunchedandconversationscontinued
withtheTanakToyotaasitsaton
theweekend’sfinalstartline.
ChampionOgier’selevationtothe
podium–courtesyof Meeke’s
departure–combinedwithfivebonus
pointsmeantTanak’sSS20timehadto
befractionallyslowerthanOgier’sto

headtoSardiniaapointbehindhis
rivalinthetitlerace.Andthatperfect
scenarioalmostplayedout.
“Thierryspoiledit,”grinnedTanak.
ThierryNeuvillemusthaveskipped
apageintheToyotascriptandwent
secondquickest,costingTanak
anotherpoint.
TherewasspeculationOgierwould
checkintothefinalcontrollateand
takeapenalty.Notachance,according
tothemanhimself.
“I’mhappy,”hesaid.“IcantellyouI
didn’tthinktodothisonce.Attheendof
therally,I’mleadingthechampionship
andIcanonlybehappyforthat.After
therecceItoldyouthiswouldbeatough
onerunningfirstontheroad,therewas
somuchloosearound.If youofferedme
15points[fromthisrally]Iwouldtake
yourhandoff atthestartof thisevent
andIcomeawaywith20.
“OK,firstontheroadisnotgoingto
beeasyinSardinia,butwhenitcomes
totheendof theyear,Iprefertohave
thepoints.”
TanakandOgierwereongreatform

atthe
squab
whoi
tooka
accus
Andr
worse
Hes
mani
Sordo
afterl
probl
toswe
(seera
Any
clearl
allege
toSor
tosta
theni
Neuv
fresh
thand
Sor
andp
Meek

TANAK
SHOWSHISCLASS–AGAI

eke’s

AGAI



motorsport-news.co.uk JUNE 5 2019 21

D
ing ding, round four! Or is it
five? Might be six or even
seven to be honest. I’ve lost
count in the no-holds-barred
battle for honours in this year’s
World Rally Championship.

But what I do know is that it’s very much gloves
off and anything goes in the increasingly
bitter and acrimonious battle between the
top protagonists.
Tobe fair, the drivers are just doingwhat they do

best – driving bloody fast. It’s the teams, ormore to
the point, the teambosseswho aremaking this the
juiciest of fruity fights inmany a season.
So far this yearwe’ve seen thatHyundai boss

AndreaAdamo is not one for hiding his ruthless streak.
AndreasMikkelsen has already beenbenched twice
but it was the use of team tactics in Portugal that
brought a simmering situation bubbling and very
muchboiling to the surface.
Problems early on in the rally for bothDani Sordo

andSebastien Loebmeant thatHyundai had cards
to play in its efforts to get ThierryNeuville as high up
the leaderboard as possible. Now, drivers checking
in late at time controls is far from in the spirit of rallying.
And it’s not as if it hasn’t been donebefore. But it
was the blatantly obviousmanipulation of the rules
byHyundai that raised a feweyebrows.
SebastienOgier, whowas themain loser in the

start order shenanigans, seemed fairly accepting of
the situation throughSaturday andSunday. But then
wegot to the post-event press conference andOgier
loaded the gun, cocked the hammer andgave
MrAdamoboth barrels. The tale thatOgier recounted
was so explosive that those assembled in front of
him sat in stunned silence, hardly believingwhat
theywere hearing.
You can read all about that inDavid Evans’ excellent

rally report and in rally news so Iwon’t go over the
details again.
Butwhat I will do is offer aword or two of caution and

context. I’m absolutely sure thatwhat Seb recounted is
what Sebwas told. But the question has to be over the
exact nature of the conversation betweenSordo and
the team: ordering a driver to stop to the advantage of
his team-mate anddisadvantage of his competitor is
a longway fromasking a driver if he’d do such a deed.
Or even asking a driver for his thoughts on doing such
a deed. I have no idea of the exact nature of that
conversation and I suspect only twopeople know
that. Until we hear definitively fromeither one of
them thenwe justwon’t know.
I would also say that in Adamo,we are dealingwith a

very different kind of teamboss.He is 100% focused
ondoingwhat he has been chargedwith doing by his
SouthKorean paymasters – and that is delivering
titles. He is amanwith a cause andwill clearly do all
he can in the nameof that cause.
Adamo is a fighter, he is battler and he is a survivor.

And one final thought.
The battle that Adamo is fighting is one to keep

Hyundai in theWRC.And in that battle ruleswill
be bent and stretched to themax. It’s a battlewith
the highest possible stakes so canwe really blame
him for doing absolutely all he can towin it?

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS

“Lappi on himself:
‘I am still stupid...’”
Citroen man’s angst, p23

Photos:mcklein-imagedatabase.com

STAGE TIMES
■SS1Lousa1(7.67miles)
Fastest:Sordo9m06.9sLeader:Sordo
Second:Tanak+4.2s

■SS2Gois1(11.67miles)
Fastest:Tanak12m19.7sLeader:Sordo
Second:Tanak+0.5s

■SS3Arganil1(8.97miles)
Fastest:Tanak9m00.0sLeader:Tanak
Second:Latvala+6.9s

■SS4Lousa2(7.67miles)
Fastest:Sordo8m59.2sLeader:Tanak
Second:Latvala+5.4s

■SS5Gois2(11.67miles)
Fastest:Suninen12m13.2sLeader:Tanak
Second:Latvala+8.8s

■SS6Arganil2(8.97miles)
Fastest:Neuville8m58.5sLeader:Tanak
Second:Latvala+15.2s

■SS7SSSLousada(2.09miles)
Fastest:Neuville2m35.5sLeader:Tanak
Second:Latvala+17.3s

■SS8VieiradoMinho1(12.76miles)
Fastest:Meeke12m59.3sLeader:Tanak
Second:Latvala+11.3s

■SS9CabeceirasdeBasto1(13.81miles)
Fastest:Latvala13m42.9sLeader:Tanak
Second:Latvala+10.9s

■SS10Amarante1(23.36miles)
Fastest:Latvala25m10.4sLeader:Tanak
Second:Latvala+5.1s

■SS11VieiradoMinho2(12.76miles)
Fastest:Tanak12m51.5sLeader:Tanak
Second:Latvala+14.8s

■SS12CabeceirasdeBasto2(13.81miles)
Fastest:Neuville13m35.9sLeader:Tanak
Second:Meeke+15.2s

■SS13Amarante2(23.36miles)
Fastest:Neuville25m02.2sLeader:Tanak
Second:Meeke+4.3s

■SS14GaiaStreetStage1(1.40miles)
Stagecancelled

■SS15GaiaStreetStage2(1.40miles)
Stagecancelled

■SS16Montim1(5.44miles)
Fastest:Meeke5m49.1sLeader:Tanak
Second:Meeke+2.4s

■SS17Fafe1(6.95miles)
Fastest:Tanak6m38.6sLeader:Tanak
Second:Meeke+5.4s

■SS18Luilhas(7.39miles)
Fastest:Tanak8m05.7sLeader:Tanak
Second:Meeke+8.1s

■SS19Montim2(5.44miles)
Fastest:Neuville5m46.3sLeader:Tanak
Second:Neuville+16.6s

■SS20Fafe2[Powerstage](6.95miles)
Fastest:Ogier6m35.0sLeader:Tanak
Second:Neuville+15.9s

Hyundai’sTheirry Neuville showed no ill effects of his crash on the previous round and took second

ROUND

Ott Tanak was delighted with his third WRC win of the season

post-eventpressconference
bblingoverwhowasfasterthan
nthePowerstage,butthings
asignificantturnwhenOgier
sedHyundaiteamprincipal
eaAdamoof somethingmuch
ethanthetimingjiggery-pokery.
saidtheItalianhademployedto
pulateSebastienLoebandDani
o–bothof whomwerenowhere
losingtimewithfuel-related
lemsondayone–intoaposition
eepmorestonesasideforNeuville
allynews).
yfallingpinswouldhavebeen
lyaudibleasOgieroutlinedan
edtelephonecall fromAdamo
rdo, instructingtheSpaniard
rttheday’sopeningstageand
immediatelypullovertoensure
villewouldrunintherelative
airof afour-minuterather
dustytwo-minutegap.
dowasthentoremaininplace
ullbackontothestageaheadof
eke’schallenge.

Continuedonpage22

K
IN

“We need to know
the precise detail

COLIN
CLAR



Sebastien Ogier was gifted points on the Powerstage,but the Frenchman was anything but pleased...
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ROVANPERA KEEPS THE WRC
2 PRO BANDWAGON ROLLING
Kalle Rovanpera put further 
distance between himself  and 
an indifferent start to the season 
when he delivered back-to-back 
victories with a triumph in the 
WRC 2 Pro in Portugal.

Having won the class in Chile in 
a Toksport-run Skoda Fabia R5, the
factory team was back in business
for the Finn’s return to Europe. 
Rovanpera and team-mate and 
defending WRC 2 champion Jan 
Kopecky were entrusted with a pair
of  all-new Fabia R5 Evos and they 
put them to the best use possible. 

None of  the other WRC 2 Pro 
runners got a sniff  of  the lead 
and Rovanpera only dropped 
back to second when he suffered 
a puncture on the first stage of  
Friday afternoon. He was back 
out front by the first stage on 
Saturday morning and cemented 
that position with fastest times 
on five of  the day’s six stages.

Day two brought drama for 
Kopecky, who was forced to drive 
SS11 with limited visibility after 
the bonnet flew open shortly after 
the start.

Rovanpera steered a middle of  
the road path through Sunday to 
clinch the win by more than a 
minute from Kopecky.

Mads Ostberg was third after 
a fraught, puncture-filled run in 
Citroen’s C3 R5. The Norwegian 

retired from the opening day after
a double puncture and he admitted
things needed to change.

“We have some work to do and
we need to start with some new
[wheel] rims,” he said.

If WRC 2 Pro was reasonably
predictable, WRC 2 was anything
but. Ole Christian Veiby made a
solid start and led for the first
half of the event. His hopes quite
literally went up in flames when
his Volkswagen Polo GTI R5 caught
fire (see rally news) on SS10.

Skoda driver Pierre-Louis
Loubet was the chief beneficiary,
moving into the lead with a minute
in hand over Japanese Takamoto
Katsuta. Katsuta’s hopes of
three wins in as many rallies
(following his WRC 2 win in Chile
and Riihimaki Rally win in a
Toyota Yaris WRC the weekend
before Portugal) went south when
a wheel sheared in SS12.

Russian newcomer to the world
championship Nikolay Gryazin
was also handily placed before
being forced to stop and change
a puncture on the first run at
Amarante ruled him out of
the reckoning.

Another Skoda driver ruing the
rough Portuguese roads was Briton
Rhys Yates. The 27-year-old was
running inside the top 10 on only his
ninth WRC start ever and his debut

Dayone:58.41miles;7stages
Weather: sunny 21-37ºC
End of day one: 1 Tanak/Jarveoja 1h03m26.7s; 
2 Latvala/Anttila +17.3s; 3 Meeke/Marshall +22.8s; 
4 Neuville/Gilsoul +24.2s; 5 Ogier/Ingrassia 
+25.8s; 6 Suninen/Salminen +1m15.7s.

Day two: 103.08 miles; 6 stages
Weather: sunny 20-35ºC
End of day two: 1 Tanak/Jarveoja 2h47m23.1s; 
2 Meeke/Marshall +4.3s; 3 Neuville/Gilsoul +9.2s; 
4 Ogier/Ingrassia +21.0s; 5 Lappi/Ferm +1m37.5s; 
6 Suninen/Salminen 2m02.7s.

Day three: 32.02 miles; 5 stages
Weather: sunny 18-27ºC

Two stages in and things were looking good for 
Hyundai. OK, maybe that’s stretching things slightly, 
Sebastien Loeb was ninth and Theirry Neuville 
10th, but Dani Sordo was leading. 

Making the most of the cleanest of lines, the 
Spaniard charged hard at the roads just over the 
border from his homeland. One stage later and 
disaster struck. Loeb and Sordo stopped in Arganil. 
They stopped again and again and again. Between 
them they shipped close to 40 minutes to their rivals 
on the stage as they fiddled with the i20 Coupe 
WRCs in an effort to coax fuel through the pump. By 
the time the team had delved into the tank to affect a 
repair, the pair were nowhere. Certainly, neither came 
hunting for a 20-something result – or ultimately final-
stage retirement with suspension trouble for Loeb.

Finns Teemu Suninen (M-Sport Ford) and 
Esapekka Lappi (Citroen) both came looking to 
continue an upward trend in terms of pace from the 
final day of Rally Chile. And both found it. Certainly on 
Friday. The pair were engaged in a close fight, with 
Suninen relinquishing sixth place to his countryman 
on SS10. When Jari-Matti Latvala’s damper gave 
up the ghost three stages later, a top five was on the 
cards. Unfortunately for Lappi, he got caught out on 
Sunday morning’s opener. A deceptive hairpin right 
dragged the C3 WRC’s nose in and tipped it over. 
The damage wasn’t enormous and Lappi was careful 
not to blame the set-up for sliding wide and bouncing 
the left-rear out of a ditch on the ensuing Fafe stage. 
Ironically, that ditch slap was more costly, breaking 
the left-rear suspension and stranding Lappi. Kris 
Meeke’s departure from the penultimate stage 
meant Suninen came home a respectable fourth. His 
Fiesta WRC, like that of team-mate Elfyn Evans, 
struggled to cope with the temperatures as they 
soared into the high 30s. Suninen struggled almost 
as hard to keep a lid on the precise nature of the 
problem, but suffice to say the motor wasn’t 
delivering the required level of grunt when the sun 
was high in the sky. A lack of brakes on the final Friday 
test caused further concern for the Cumbrians. 

Cumbrian frustration was never more evident than 
when it came to discussing Evans’ fifth place. He 
dropped four minutes in stage five when a throttle 
connection worked lose. Once the two wires were 
mated again, the Ford was up and away at full speed. 
That problem was enough to leave Evans first on the 
road and in the worst of the conditions through a 
sandy Saturday. 

There was a third M-Sport car in attendance in 
Portugal, with Gus Greensmith making his 
World Rally Car debut at the highest level. The 
Manchester driver slipped off the road on Saturday 
afternoon and bounced off a bank into retirement 
in Fafe after broken steering spoiled his 
Powerstage run. But it would be entirely unfair 
to focus on those issues. Greensmith’s pace was 
absolutely admirable and he certainly gave the 
ball he’d been eyeing for a while a solid kick. 

Continued from page 21
Sordo said no. Ogier said thank 

you. Adamo declined to comment 
on “low-level accusations”.

Second-placed Neuville looked 
more than a little uncomfortable, 
which was entirely unwarranted 
following a brave, ballsy and very, 
very big performance to deliver a 
runners-up spot just three weeks 
on from his monstrous Rally 
Chile shunt. 

And Neuville hadn’t lucked into 
second. Sure, Toyota had dropped 
the ball with the line in sight, but the 
Belgian admitted he’d had to go right 
to the edge to bring his score home. 

“All the time, Ott was faster than 
us,” he said. “Even if  we close, I felt he 
could have the upper hand and I could 
feel my driving was on the edge all the 
time. I’m proud of  this second place.”

You had to feel for Neuville as he 
pointed out that: “We did nothing 
that is forbidden…”

You also had to feel for the 
Portuguese organisers, whose 
rally will likely be remembered for 
tactics, tactics and alleged tactics.

Once again, however, Portugal 
put on a first-class event watched 
by hundreds of  thousands of  fans. 
They’d coped tremendously with 
a reported loss of  funding from the 
Braga region, which meant heading 
south to Arganil instead of  the 
Ponte de Lima stages.

Arganil… it’s hardly a sacrifice 
is it? There are few roads with more 
history around them than the stage 
where Walter Rohrl guided a Fiat 
131 Abarth through the fog to close a 
27-mile stage out four minutes (and, 
yes, you read that right four minutes) 
faster than anybody else.

The legend created in 1980 lived 
on last Friday, albeit without 
any fog and in scorching 35-degree 

SUPPORTS

heat. Oh, and in nine-mile form.
Rohrl went on to score the first of  

two world titles at the end of  the 1980 
season and there’s every indication 
the man who ruled last week’s rally 
will do the same again this season.

For more than a year now, when 
the Toyota’s played ball, Tanak’s 
been a step ahead of  everybody. 
A decade ago, down south in the 

Algarve, a 21-year-old Estonian 
embarked on a WRC journey. The 
signs were there from the start as 
he guided a Markko Martin-run 
Subaru Impreza to fastest times in 
the Group N category. Ninety-eight 
rallies on and he was winning the 
event for the first time.

“This has been one of  the hardest,” 
said Tanak, as he sat on the door bar 

of  the Yaris, sunglasses in place and 
smile on his face. “We’ve had quite a 
few issues and it’s been hard work. 
We had to work, but it’s a good one.”

As for the tactics, let’s see who 
really called this one right when it 
comes to Coffs Harbour in November. 
For all the speed Tanak brings, the 
name at the top of  the table has a 
familiar ring to it.  

in Portugal when he suffered two 
deflations with only one spare 
on Friday’s final long stage.

Yates bounced back with 
increasingly impressive speed 
which culminated in a superb 
Sunday run including top five times 
on four of  the day’s five stages. 

“I started to really get a good 
feeling from the second run in 
Amarante on Saturday afternoon,” 
Yates told MN. “I felt like something 
clicked and we were just away, it was 
great. From then until the finish, 

I’ve been able to carry more speed 
through the corners and really 
push the car harder. Honestly, 
this has just been an amazing 
experience from start to finish. 
I’ve learned so much here.”

The highlight of  the weekend 
was Yates’ first fastest split time 
on the second run through Fafe. 

Loubet held on through the final 
day to clinch WRC 2 with Emil 
Bergkvist (Ford Fiesta R5) and 
Henning Solberg (Skoda Fabia R5) 
rounding out the podium positions.

Teenager Rovanpera was the class of the WRC 2 Pro field again 

RALLY ESSENTIALS

M-Sport’s Evans was slowed early on
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ROUND

If we’re giving one Brit 
five, we’d better do the 
same for the other. Paid 
a big price for a mistake 
made when the car was 
being bolted together 
back at Dovenby. 
Spent Saturday driving 
on a beach. He doesn’t 
like the beach.  

That three is aimed 
firmly at the car and 
not the crew on this 
one. Having talked the 
nine-time champion 
into Portugal, the team 
then let him down on 
the day and denied 
the watching world 
more Loeb magic.

Led for the first two 
stages and, like Loeb, 
deserved far more than 
he got from Portugal. 
And, following Ogier’s 
rant, undoubtedly ended 
up with an interesting 
chat with team principal 
Adamo later on 
Sunday afternoon…

The car could have cost 
him the win, but Tanak 
was perfect. Showed 
an ability to deal with 
whatever the rally 
could throw at him and 
delivered an inspired, 
dogged and fast drive.

Easy to forget the 18-year-old’s never been to Portugal
before, but still delivered the drive we’ve come to expect. 
He controlled WRC 2 Pro perfectly and scored a career-
best result overall.

Front-left steering damage is best not discovered three
feet in the air above Fafe. Learned loads on a hugely 
encouraging debut aboard a World Rally Car. Showed 
he has the speed and thoroughly deserves another shot. 

Once again, Latvala
showed genuine pace
and absolutely deserved
the podium result a
damaged damper cost
him. The Finn has
bounced back from a
tough start to the season
to show some real
mid-year speed.

Was he unlucky to find a tree
stump before his left-front
wheel in SS20? No. Prior to
this, he was the only driver to
complete every stage of the
year. Not anymore. Gets five
for pace for much of the event.
Probably a bit generous.

One point comes for 
an impressive ability 
to dodge questions 
and look like he’s 
pondering an answer 
as he slyly slips the 
Fiesta into gear and 
does one. Much 
better speed than on 
previous rallies.  

Returning from the 
biggest crash of your 
life is not easy, but 
the Belgian bounced 
back brilliantly. By 
his own admission, 
he had no answer to 
Tanak’s speed, but 
was relentless in his 
pursuit of a podium.

SEBASTIENOGIER
CITROEN C3WRC

ESAPEKKALAPPI
CITROEN C3WRC

ELFYN EVANS
FORD FIESTA WRC

SEBASTIEN LOEB
HYUNDAI i20 WRC

DANI SORDO 
HYUNDAI i20 WRC

OTT  TANAK 
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

KALLE ROVANPERA
SKODA FABIA R5

GUSGREENSMITH
FORD FIESTAWRC

JARI-MATTILATVALA
TOYOTAYARISWRC

KRISMEEKE
TOYOTAYARISWRC

TEEMU SUNINEN
FORD FIESTA WRC

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAI i20 WRC

DRIVER ANALYSIS BYDAVIDEVANS

Round7/14,Rally of Portugal 2019, May 30-June 2
 POS DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Ott Tanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) Toyota Yaris WRC 3h20m22.8s
2 Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +15.9s
3 Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Citroen C3 WRC +57.1s
4 Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Marko Salminen (FIN) Ford Fiesta WRC +2m41.5s
5 Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Scott Martin (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC +7m08.3s
6 Kalle Rovanpera (FIN)/Jonne Halttunen (FIN) Skoda Fabia R5 Evo +10m34.2s
7 Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +11m28.2s
8 Jan Kopecky (CZE)/Pavel Dresler (CZE) Skoda Fabia R5 Evo +11m41.9s
9 Pierre-Louis Loubet (FRA)/Vincent Landais (FRA) Skoda Fabia R5 +12m46.3s
10 Emil Bergkvist (SWE)/Patrik Barth (SWE) Ford Fiesta R5 +14m28.4s
24 Dani Sordo (ESP)/Carlos del Barrio (ESP) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +27m24.8s
R Sebastien Loeb (FRA)/Daniel Elena (MCO) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC SS20/suspension
R Kris Meeke (GBR)/Sebastian Marshall (GBR) Toyota Yaris WRC SS20/accident damage
R Gus Greensmith (GBR)/Elliott Edmondson (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC SS20/steering issue
R EsapekkaLappi (FIN)/JanneFerm(FIN) Citroen C3 WRC SS17/accident damage

RESULTS

DRIVERS
POS DRIVERS PTS
1 Sebastien Ogier 142
2 Ott Tanak 140
3 Thierry Neuville 132
4 Elfyn Evans 65
5 Kris Meeke 56
6 Teemu Suninen 44
7 Sebastien Loeb 39
8 Jari-Matti Latvala 38
9 Andreas Mikkelsen 36
10 EsapekkaLappi 34

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
MANUFACTURERS
POS TEAMS PTS

1 Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT 202
2 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT 182
3 Citroen Total WRT 158
4 M-Sport Ford WRT 122

Yet more sterling 
work to lead the field 
faultlessly through a 
very loose run of stages 
on Friday. He kept his 
nose clean and his 
head down through 
Saturday and saved 
the best for last with
a Powerstage win 
on Sunday. 

Everybody feels
Lappi’s pain, but 
nobody more than 
himself. Searching 
for a positive, MN 
insisted he consider 
his upturn in speed 
as he appraised his 
performance. He did, 
but added: “I’m still 
stupid though.”
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NEXT
RALLY

THEIRRYNEUVILLE
Left the last roundoncrutches,butbouncedback to the podium’s second step three weeks 
later. Neuville’seffortwas theabsolutehighlightofavery difficult weekend for his team. 

JARI HUTTUNEN
Came to Portugal directly from a Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC debut in Finland and had 
the chance to shine in the WRC 2 spotlight ahead of the Korean manufacturer. Instead 
he rolled out of the rally. 

STAR 
DRIVER

WOODEN 
SPOON

Is anyone able 
to stop Tanak’s 
Toyota march?

RALLY ITALY 
JUNE 13-16



RACING REPORTS
SNETTERTON: HSCC BY MATT KEW JUNE 1

Historic Touring Cars
Race 1: Jonathan Evans
(Ford Mustang)
Race 2: Richard Belcher
(Ford Lotus Cortina)

Historic Formula Ford
Race 1&2: Cameron Jackson
(Palliser/Winkelmann WDF2)

Classic Formula 3/Formula Ford
2000
Race 1&2: Adrian Langridge
(March 803)

Historic Road Sports/70s Road
Sports
Race 1&2: Kevin Kivlochan (AC Cobra)

Classic Clubmans
Race 1: Alan Cook (Mallock Mk20B/21)
Race 2: Clive Wood (Mallock Mk20B)

WINNERS

Mustang proved
tought to beat

Despitepostingapole lapsome
1.4secondsfaster thananyoneelse
amongtheHistoricTouringCars
field, JonathanEvansremained
coyaheadofhishistoric racing
debut lastweekend.

The two Historic Sports Car Club
races on the Snetterton 200 circuit
were only a “competitive shakedown”
for his newly completed Ford Mustang.
But the reigning Porsche Club GB
class champion came so close to
earning victory in both bouts.

He had swapped his usual Boxster for
4700cc of American muscle and made
its power advantage tell, maintaining
first place into Riches and building a
seemingly comfortable gap that peaked
at 6.2s. As the Ford Lotus Cortinas of
Richard Belcher and Roger Stanford
held each other up in their excellent
battle for second, it looked as though
Evans was a sure-fire bet to win.

But as the flames from his Mustang
grew ever more dramatic as he braked
and changed down the gears for
Murrays, the margin began to drop. The
car was running rich and wouldn’t give
more than three-quarter revs thanks to
some teething issues with the fuel
system. He held onto the spoils but only
by 0.7s as Belcher and Stanford were
joined by the Ford Anglia of Bob Bullen.

The latter had jumped the lights,
stopped and got going again but was
handed a 10s penalty for his overzealous
start. On track, if not in the eventual
results, he was in the hunt.

And that pace carried over into race
two, which told a familiar story. Evans
was again busy building a 2s cushion.
But in the 25-degree heat, and thanks
to the Mustang’s comparative bulk, he
cooked the brakes. Belcher and Bullen
closed the gap and passed the ailing
leader, who then pitted as the problems
grew worse.

Belcher’s more decisive work
through lapped cars helped stabilise
first place, and then Bullen’s efforts
were curtailed by a fellow Anglia
runner. After three grassy excursions
at Murrays in race one, Brian Webb
rolledhiscaratBrundleinracetwoto

bringoutthemeeting’sonlyredflagand
soBullenhadtosettleforsecond.

Itwasunlikelythatthe Historic
FormulaFordgridwouldsuffer
thesamehotfateasEvans,aftera
unanimousone-off votebycompetitors
torunwithouttheenginefairingto
helpbettermanagetemperatures.

Unsurprisingly,yetagainCameron
Jacksonlookedcoolestupahead–he
neverfacedatruethreattohisrace-long
leadsinbothencounters.ASnetterton
braceensureshemaintainshis100%
recordin2019,andupshistallytofive.

Aftertwobrilliantseasonsof Historic
FF1600actiontocoincidewiththeseries’
50thanniversary,thecurrentabsence
of aBenMitchelloraRichardTarling-
likerivaltoJacksonmeantthe
championshipdidn’tdeliverthethrills
outfrontforwhichithasbeenknown.

Thatsaid,particularlyinracetwo,the
scrapforthirdbehinddoublesecond-
placefinisherCallumGrantwasfrenetic
totheflag.ItwasfellowMerlynentrant
BenjaminTustingthatclungontothe
lastpodiumspot,withthepressure
fromGislainGenecand(Crossle16F),
andSimonToyne(LolaT200)never
havingeasedfortheduration.

AnexcitingfightforClassicFormula3
honourswastwicedenied.It lookedas
thoughPaulSmithinhisRaltRT3and
theMarch803of AdrianLangridge
wouldbattlehammerandtongtothe
finish.AlthoughSmithhungonfrom
pole,onthefourthlapherantoohotinto
thehairpin,spun,andhadtowatch
Langridgerunontothespoils.Toaddto
hiswoes,Smithwasthendulyexcluded
fromtheresultforanunderweightcar.

Thatdidatleastsetuptheexciting
prospectof himbattlingthroughfrom
thebackof thepackandpasttheFormula
Ford2000runnersinracetwo,onlyfor
himtostallonthegrid.Unabletorestart,
hisRaltwasshuffledintothepitlane.

Theex-MartinBrundleRaltRT3of
DavidThorburndiditsbesttotakeonthe
roleof challenger,butLangridgeedged
awaydespiteplentyof powersliding
outof Murrays.TheVanDiemensof
SteveMellish(RF82)andChrisLevy
(RF83)toppedtheFF2000charts.

EVANS STARS ON HIS
HISTORIC RACING DEBUT

Cameron Jackson was once again at the front of the Historic Formula Ford 1600 pack

Among classified car
adverts, seeing the words
“ex-demonstrator” can
raise concern. Has the car
been dinged by potential
customers, pushed hard by a
motoring journalist, or does
it just have a comparably
high mileage? In the case of
Kevin Kivlochan’s latest
project, it alludes to some
outstanding provenance.

The AC Cobra that he
debuted last weekend at
Snetterton was first
registered to the Ford Motor
Company, and was used by
Hi-Performance Motors –
founded by Carroll Shelby,
among others – to scare
unwitting passengers into
parting with their cash.

Besides being a thing of
beauty, and its 289-cubic
inch V8 producing a glorious
soundtrack, it’s the attention
to detail that staggers most
of all with the Cobra. The
glovebox lid is signed by
ex-factory team drivers Bob
Bondurant and Allen Grant,
and its livery and the writing
above the switch gear has all
been painted by hand. The
pale blue livery, teamed with
the yellow decals, pays
homage to the factory drag
racing car, which was

subsequently destroyed.
That artwork was

completed by Neil
Melliard – whose previous
work includes the McLaren
Formula 1 cars driven by
Mika Hakkinen – and has
been deliberately aged to
give the car an authentic-
looking patina for its
racing debut some 55
years after it was built.

Given the car is dressed
so well, Kivlochan couldn’t
be seen to let the side down.
That’s why, on his way to
dominating both Historic
Road Sports races,
underneath his overalls he
was wearing a particularly
special watch. To honour
the Cobra driven by Dan
Gurney for its albeit
disappointing run in the
1963 Sebring 12-hour race, a
limited run of 15 timepieces
were made to pay tribute to
the race number worn by
his car. Kivlochan had never
worn his before, but now
it could become a regular
part of his racing uniform.

“That watch is my lucky
charm when I’m racing the
Cobra,” he said. “I’ve had it
two or three years but never
worn it. I thought I was never
ever going to, but then I

bought the Cobra… now it’ll
only be worn on race days.”

Combined, Kivlochan’s
two Snetterton victories
were settled by almost a
minute. That marked a huge
upturn in pace compared
to his narrow Donington
Park win earlier this season
aboard his Morgan 8+.

Despite the British foray,
which also included running
a TVR Griffith, Kivlochan
often raced with American
machinery. He made his
racing debut with a Ford
Mustang GT350 back in
1992 in a meeting that was,
fittingly, held on July 4.

After domestic success,
Kivlochan took his
exploits abroad but grew
“disillusioned with FIA
racing in Europe because
there’s a lot of kit cars”.
That’s why he decided to
seek success with a return
to his club racing roots.

The mechanical work of
Richard Walbyoff meant the
Cobra didn’t miss a beat all
weekend. Combined with its
impressive pace, there was a
distinct absence of wheel-to-
wheel action for the lead.
Nevertheless, the ‘FoMoCo
Blue Demo’ is a stunning
addition to UK grids.

THE EX-DEMONSTRATOR WITH
A DISTINGUISHED HISTORY

The glovebox lid of Kivlochan’s AC Cobra was signed by factory drivers Bondurant and Grant

24  JUNE 5 2019  motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Photos: Richard Styles



Jones took the race one PickupTrucking Racing spoils at Brands Hatch

DaypassedHezemansandLongintotaketheopeningEuroNASCARwin,beforefinishingthirdinthesecondrace

Saunders:Bernie’sV8s hat-trick

BRANDS HATCH: AMERICAN SPEEDFEST BY MARK LIBBETER JUNE 1-2
Photos: Gary Hawkins

NASCAR Euro Series
Elite 1
Race 1: Alon Day
(Chevrolet SS)
Race 2: Frederic
Gabillon (Chevrolet SS)
NASCAR Euro Series
Elite 2
Race 1&2: Lasse
Sorensen (Chevrolet

Camaro)

Legends Cars
Championship
Heat 1: Marcus Pett
Heat 2: Sean Smith
Final 1: John Mickel
Heat 3: Marcus Pett
Heat 4: Sean Smith
Final 2: Tom Grainger

Pickup Truck
Championship
Race 1: Reece Jones
Race 2: George
Turiccki

Anglo American
Formula 5000s
Race 1&2: Michael
Lyons (Lola T400)

Bernie’s V8s
Race 1, 2 & 3:
Michael Saunders
(Ford Escort Mexico)

SpeedFest
Silhouettes
Race 1&2: Malcolm
Blackman (Vauxhall
Tigra)

WINNERS

Anopeningracewin,backedup
byathirdplacefinish in racetwo,
strengthenedAlonDay’shopes
ofclaimingathirdsuccessive
NASCAREuroSeriesElite1 title
as thechampionshipmade its
nowannualvisit toBrandsHatch
aspartofMotorSportVision
Racing’severpopularAmerican
SpeedFestmeeting.

BelgianStienesLongininitiallyledfrom
poleinraceone,withLorisHezemansand
Daygivingchase.Astheraceunfolded,
carburetorproblemsstartedtohamper
Hezemans.Daysweptaroundtheoutside
of thestrugglingDutchmanatthestart
of lap10of 38atPaddock–thecorner
temporarilyrenamedConnorPetch
Bendinrecognitionof acompetition
winner–and chased down Longin.

Longin stood firm against the
challenge until a mistake at McLaren
in the closing stages helped Day grab
a lead he would not lose. Longin held
off Nicolo Rocca’s challenge to claim
the runner-up spot, while 1991 Formula
Ford Festival winner Marc Goossens
battled his way up to fourth despite
a late tangle with Hezemans.

Hezemansmadeablisteringstarttolead
theearlystagesof racetwo,butfailureto
conformtorestartregulationsfollowinga
cautionperiodmeanthewashandeda
drivethroughpenalty.FredericGabillon
inheritedtheleadandmanagedtostave
off intensepressurefromLonginforthe
remainderof theracetoclaimthewin.

Theopening Elite2 racewasathriller.
LasseSorensenstormedthroughfrom
thebackof thegridtoclaimasuperb
win,butthatonlytoldpartof thestory.
AndreCastrosetthepaceearlyon,
onlytobetippedintoaspinbyGiorgio
MaggiatGrahamHillBend.Florian
Venturiwasthegratefulbeneficiary,
buthopesof victoryfadedjusttwolaps
fromhomewhengearboxproblems
slowedhimtoacrawl,helpingSorensen
tosnatchalast-gaspsuccess.Former
MiniChallengeUKCooperSchampion
ScottJeffsinitiallytooksecond,only
toreceiveacontroversial30-second
penaltypost-raceforanearlier
collisionwithVittorioGhirelli.

Venturi,sharingthesamecarthat
1997Formula1worldchampionJacques
VilleneuvewasdrivingintheElite1
contests,wasoutof luckagaininrace
two.Havingbuiltupasizeableleadby

half distance,Venturifoundhimself
relegatedtofourthbyCastro,Sorensen
andMaggifollowingacautionperiod.
Sorensenmadesureof hisdouble
successbymusclingaheadof Castro
onthepenultimatelap.

Therewasnoshortageof typically
dramaticactioninthesixLegends
racesheldeither.Minorcontactbetween
JamesHall-MortonandSyHarrawayat
DruidsonthefinallaphandedMarcus
Pettdecisivebreathingspacetoclaim
victoryinSaturday’sopeningheat.

Inthesecondencounter,SeanSmith
narrowlydefeatedHarrawayandWill
Gibsoninabreathlessdashtotheflag;
thetriocoveredbyjust0.130s.

MultipleserieschampionJohnMickel
endedhiswindroughtwithvictoryin
theday’sfinaleafterpotentialwinners
PaulSimmonsandRobinFountain
tangledontheapproachtoDruidsin
theclosingstages.

PettandSmitheachtookafurther
wininSunday’strioof races,while
doubleMGMetroCupchampionTom
Graingerbattledthroughfromlaston
thegridtotakethespoilsinthefinale.

ReeceJonespoweredthroughtoglory
intheopeningPickupTruck contest
afterdifferentialproblemsruledDavid
O’Reganoutof contention.George
Turicckiclaimedsecondaheadof Paul
Tompkins,thelatterhavingcharged
throughfromthelastrowof thegrid.
Turicckisawoff O’Regan’schallenge
totakeracetwo,whileJonesclaimed
thirdaheadof raceonepolesitter
DanielPetters.

MichaelLyonsbouncedbackfromhis
heftycrashintherecentFIAMasters
HistoricF1eventatBrandstoscorea
doublesuccessinthepairof ‘Anglo
American’Formula5000contests,
despitebeingtroubledbydriveshaft
issuesinqualifying.FrankLyonsfinished
adistantsecondtohissoninraceone
inhisLolaT332,whileMatthewWurr
(McLarenM10B)overcameabroken
rearwingtoclaimthird.Wurrtipped
thebalanceinhisfavourinracetwo
aftergettingabetterlaunchoff theline.

Largegridsandaneclecticmixof
carscharacterisedthethreeBernie’s
V8sencounters.MichaelSaunders
claimedahat-trickof winsinhisFord
EscortMexico,whileSimonCripps
(MGBRoadster)andMathewSmith
(TVRChimaera)bothtooktwopodiums.

HOLLAMBY REALISES AMERICAN SPEEDFEST DREAM
With Rory Butcher sitting joint
top of the British Touring Car
Championship standings, AmD
Tuning team boss Shaun Hollamby
can feel justifiably encouraged by
his team’s start to the season.

Away from the BTCC paddock
though, Hollamby is also embarking
on a new challenge in 2019 by
competing in the NASCAR Euro
Series. Joined by former BTCC
driver and reigning Mini Challenge
champion Ant Whorton-Eales at
Brands Hatch last weekend for its
annual SpeedFest event, Hollamby
realised an ambition.

“This event is something I’ve
wanted to do for several years,”
Hollamby said. “But it has always
clashed with BTCC rounds in the
past so I’ve never had the chance.
It’s fantastic to finally be involved.”

Hollamby, driving in the Elite 2
class for gentleman drivers or
youngsters attempting to move
up the stock car racing ladder,
admitted that while he is a fan of
the simplicity of the cars, the
adjustment to driving a 400bhp,

V8 NASCAR is not done overnight.
“It’s been a steep learning curve, but

it certainly helps having Ant alongside
with all his race experience and data
to call upon,” he said. “I’ve managed
to get within half a second of him this
weekend, which I’m happy about.”

Whorton-Eales, sharing the same
Ford Mustang but entered in the Elite
1 division alongside series champions
and category race winners, added that
the cars have proven a real eye-opener.

“To be honest, you could get all my
notebooks from what I have learned
driving in Clios, Minis and BTCC cars
in recent years and throw them away
when it comes to driving these cars,”
he said. “I’ve never driven anything
like it before. The car moves around
a lot and the faster you go, the less it
likes it.”

Despite his relative inexperience in
the series and hot temperatures on
Saturday afternoon, Whorton-Eales
performed well in race one of the
weekend. After battling with fellow
Brit Alex Sedgwick for the majority
of the contest, he eventually got
ahead of Loris Hezemans to claim

eighth at the finish.
The 2016 Renault UK Clio Cup

champion ran as high as sixth in race
two on Sunday after battling with
triple champion Ander Vilarino, but
a mistake under braking for Paddock
(renamed Connor Petch Bend for
the weekend) led to a trip through
the gravel and eventual retirement.

“I just outbraked myself there,”
Whorton-Eales revealed post-race.
“Braking points are in a set place
with these cars and you only have to
be a tiny fraction out and you’re off.”

Hollamby was involved in dramas
of his own in the pair of Elite 2 races,
including sliding off at Druids in
the second encounter. Nevertheless,
he confirmed he is hopeful of
competing in the remaining events
“when BTCC rounds do not clash”.

Whorton-Eales also confirmed
that, while he intends to race in the
series at Venray later in the year in
order to gain experience of racing on
an oval, he sees his future on UK
shores. “The place to be right now is
in touring cars, so I hope to be back in
the BTCC again very soon,” he added.

DAY BELONGS TO ALON AS HE TAKES
TWO EURO NASCAR PODIUMS
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Whorton-Eales and Hollamby (inset) have teamed up in Euro NASCAR



MacGregordeniedPragaadouble

ThirdconsecutiveGPwinforreigningEuropeanSuperkartchampion

DickenswontheClubmansfinale

WheelerandMcCarthyfoughtfortheBCV8honours,takingawinapiece

CROFT: 750MC BY GRAHAM KEILLOH JUNE 1-2
Photos: Mick Walker

DONINGTON PARK: BARC BY STEPHEN BRUNSDON JUNE 1-2

Photos: Ollie Read

F1000 Championship
Race 1 & 3: Matthew Booth
Race 2: Lee Morgan

Toyota MR2 Championship
Race 1 & 2: Shaun Traynor

BCV8 Championship
Race 1: James Wheeler (MGB GT V8)
Race 2: Russell McCarthy (MGB GT V8)

Club Enduro Championship
Luke Sedzikowski/David Whitmore (BMW M4)

Roadsports
Matthew Weymouth (BMW E36 M3)

750 Formula
Race 1: Bill Cowley (Cowley MkIV)
Race 2: Mark Glover (Racekits Falcon)

Locost Championship
Race 1, 2 & 3: Thomas Gadd

WINNERS

Two F1000 wins for
Sport Specials racer

Traynor also took
a double MR2 win

Matthew Booth was competing in
only his third single-seater meeting
ever at Croft last weekend, having
switched from Sport Specials for
this year. But this didn’t stop him
taking two of the three Croft wins,
leading all the way in both contests.

Booth, who had also won at Silverstone
earlier this year, resisted Dan Clowes and
Lee Morgan in race one’s wet conditions.
Morgan won the partially reversed-grid
race two, passing Robert Welham early on,
while Booth finished a close third behind
the pair, before Booth held off Morgan in
race three. Welham earlier had only just
made race one after a clutch problem, and
rose from a pitlane start to finish sixth.

“It’s been one of my best weekends since
I started racing,” Booth said. “I’m happy,
it’s a proper class of racing. In the last
year of Sport Specials I was looking

for a bit of a change. I’ve always been
a fan of this championship.”

Reigning MR2 champion Shaun Traynor
made it four wins in a row with both Croft
victories. Both were comfortable, a fact
aided by previous table leader Paul
Cook’s ban (see racing news, page 9). In
race one Traynor took control after a brief
early battle with ex-M3 Cup racer Nick
Williamson, new to the championship
this year. Traynor then led all of race two.
“I couldn’t ask for any more,” he said.

James Wheeler and reigning champion
Russell McCarthy each took a win and
second place in the BCV8 championship,
guesting at this meeting. McCarthy’s
Achilles heel of making poor starts
struck in both races. In race one he
dropped to fourth at the off then fought
back to be on Wheeler’s bumper by half
distance, but Wheeler held on. In race

two McCarthy dropped behind only
Wheeler at the start and took the lead back
early on when Wheeler missed a gear.

“I knew that the car had the pace,”
McCarthy said, “but the track’s so
narrow and he’s [Wheeler’s] got a lot
more low-down torque.”

Luke Sedzikowski and David Whitmore
in their BMW M4 took their second 2019
Club Enduro win from two. They were
locked together with Andy Marston’s
fellow M4 for much of the three-hour
race, but a late Marston puncture meant
he was consigned to second.

Matthew Weymouth won the wet-but-
drying Roadsports race in his BMW
E36 M3, despite two offs at Tower.
Team BRIT’s Bobby Trundley won the
116 Trophy race, meaning the karting
graduate has won his first two car races.

Last year’s 750 Formula championship

runner-up Bill Cowley, making his first
2019 appearance, won the opening race
after a lengthy scrap with Oliver Collett.
It looked like Collett had made a vital late
break but he crashed out at Sunny on the
penultimate lap. Cowley pulled out of
the race two lead as his transmission
was “jumping teeth”, letting Mark Glover
win and with it claim his fourth 2019
triumph in six races.

Thomas Gadd had never won a Locost
race prior to the weekend, yet won all
three at Croft. He took the first after
swapping the lead with Louis Wall four
times on the final lap; Gadd prevailing
after Wall made a “schoolboy error” to
run off at the complex. The pair looked
set to fight again for race two honours but
Wall had to pit as his bonnet came loose.
Gadd then dominated race three with
Wall rising from the back to finish fifth.

BOOTH BAGS A DOUBLE WIN AS
SINGLE-SEATER MOVE PAYS OFF

Motorsport UK Superkart 
GP
Division 1: Peter Elkmann 
(Anderson/VM)
F250 National/F450 National: 
Paul Platt (PVP/Gas Gas)
F125 Open: Liam Morley 
(Anderson/DEA)

British Superkart F250 
National/F450/Division 1
Race 1: Liam Morley 
(Anderson/VM) 
Race 2: Peter Elkmann 
(Anderson/VM)

British Superkart F125 Open
Race 1: Kirk Cattermole 
(Raider/IAME)
Race 2: Liam Morley 
(Anderson/DEA)

Britcar Endurance 
Championship
Race 1: Jonny MacGregor 
(Taranis)
Race 2: Tim Gray/Alastair 
Boulton (Praga R1T)

Caterham Graduates Sigmax 
and Mega

Race 1: Stephen Clark 
(Sigmax)
Race 2: Samuel Wilson 
(Sigmax)

Caterham Graduates 
Sigma 150, 125, 135
Race 1: Luke Balmforth 
(Sigma 150)
Race 2: Jason McCormack 
(Sigma 150)

Clubmans Sports 
Prototype Championship
Race 1: Peter Richings 
(Mallock Mk30PR)
Race 2: Clive Wood 
(Mallock Mk23)
Race 3: Steve Dickens 
(Mallock Mk29)

MG Owners Championship
Race 1: Will Sharpe (ZR)
Race 2: Steve McDermid 
(ZR)

Sports Prototype Cup
Races 1 & 2: Rob Wheldon 
(Revolution)
Race 3: James Abbott 
(Revolution)

WINNERSReigning European Superkart champion 
Peter Elkmann produced an utterly 
dominant performance to win the 
Division 1 Superkart Grand Prix at 
Donington Park for the third successive 
year, as chief  rival Liam Morley hit trouble.

With Sunday’s Grand Prix counting 
as a championship round, replacing 
the cancelled round at Bishopscourt in 
April, race one winner Morley missed 
out on a chance to add more points as 
the Carnforth driver pulled into the 
pits at the end of  the opening tour.

Guest entry Elkmann, who beat 
Morley to victory in race two, snatched 
the lead at the Old Hairpin from the fast-
starting Lee Harpham and ultimately 
took the flag by nearly 22 seconds over 
Jason Dredge and Andy Bird.

“The conditions were tricky out 
there but I managed to build a good gap,” 
Elkmann said. “I had no idea how big it 
was, so I kept pushing.”

The British 250 National Grand Prix 
was settled in stunning fashion as Paul 
Platt headed Andrew Gulliford by just 
0.061s at the finish. Points leader Gareth 
James had been in contention with 
defending GP champion Jordie Ford, but 
the pair’s hopes were dashed after contact 
at the Old Hairpin on the fifth lap of  12.

A drivethrough penalty for a pitstop 
infringement in the opening Britcar 
Endurance race denied Alastair Boulton 
and Tim Gray a double win, with the 
Praga R1T pairing sharing victory spoils 
with Jonny MacGregor’s Taranis.

MacGregor beat the polesitting 
Boulton/Gray by a full lap in the opener 

following a well-timed pitstop after 
Paul Rose’s stricken Saker at Redgate 
brought out the safety car 15 minutes 
into the one-hour race.

Upon resumption, Boulton and Gray 
looked set to challenge MacGregor but 
were penalised for having the engine 
still running and both doors open 
during refuelling.

No such mistakes were made in race 
two, with Boulton making an assertive 
move on Lucky Khera’s McLaren for the 
effective lead at Coppice while MacGregor 
served an extended mandatory pitstop 
courtesy of  his race one victory.

A total of  45 Caterhams appeared 
across the weekend, with the pick of  the 
action arguably coming in the combined 
Sigmax/Mega/Classic races. Having 
managed to escape a four-car battle for the 
lead, Stephen Clark and championship 
leader Sam Wilson duked it out for top 
honours in the opening encounter, with 
Clark nudging ahead by 0.067s at the flag. 
Wilson then made light work of  the 
competition in race two, easily winning 
from Jamie Ellwood, with Clark third.

A lengthy safety car period meant the 
opening Clubmans Sports Prototype 
race never really got going. Peter 
Richings made in-roads into Clive Wood’s 
championship lead with victory in the 
opening race while Wood triumphed in 
race two. Wood started the final race 
from pole but was left stranded on the grid 
with mechanical woes, leaving Steven 
Dickens victorious from Richings.

The MGOC Championship had the 
worst of  the rain on Sunday, with the 

ELKMANN COMPLETES A DIVSION 1 SUPERKART GP HAT-TRICK

RACING REPORTS

ZRs of  Will Sharpe and Steve McDermid 
sharing the wins between them. Sharpe 
fended off  a fierce assault from McDermid 
in the opener before ending the second
race in the gravel.

Rob Wheldon missed out on a trio of  
Sports Prototype Cup victories after 
suspected fuel issues with a lap and a half  
of  race three remaining. James Abbott, 
who elected to fit slicks on a drying track, 
inherited the win in his Revolution A-one.
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MERCEDES PAIR ON TOP IN KENT
The Hughes Rally
By Martin Phaff
 
Organiser:  Blackpalfrey Motor Club When: June 1 Where: nr 
Sevenoaks, Kent Starters: 54.

Current Historic Road Rally 
champions Ian Crammond and 
Matt Vokes (Mercedes 280SL)  
took a hard-fought win on the 
Hughes Rally from Richard 
Isherwood (Volkswagen Golf GTi), 
partnered as usual by Ian Canavan. 
These crews were the class of the 
field, over a minute ahead of a 
gaggle led by James Griffiths/
James Howell (Mini 1275 GT)

The event was based near Sevenoaks  
in Kent and Dave Hughes and his team 
from the organisers, the Blackpalfrey 
Motor Club, continued their tradition  
of  starting the first regularity as the 
event’s kick-off. This didn’t catch anyone 
out as Ken and Sarah Binstead (MGB) 
cleaned it, followed by Thomas and  
Roger Bricknell (Golf  GTi) taking just 
one second and Simon Mellings/Henry  
Carr (Toyota MR2) on two seconds. 

Mellings had worked through the  
night before the event to ready a back-up 
car when paperwork for the historic 
didn’t arrive. He and Carr moved to  
the modern class which they promptly 
won by over three minutes.

Regulation 2 was just the first of  many 
visits to the Ministry of  Defence complex 
at Mereworth. It was effectively two laps 
through the forest including seven speed 
changes, six passage checks and three
timing points in eight miles. The test  
was enjoyed by all and Crammond/ 
Vokes took the honours on 11 seconds.

The next regulation used the yellow
roads around Hemsted Forest and was
simple enough apart from the use of  a
‘DIY’ timing point. It had been explained
at the drivers’ briefing but, at that time,
many of the navigators were busy plotting
and the drivers didn’t take the information
on board – or relay it to the co-drivers.

On two tests in Hole Park, the quickest 
time came from the Bricknells, Gavin  
and Carrie Rogers (Reliant Scimitar) and
Paul Hernaman/Ray ‘Crow’ Crowther 
(Porsche 911). On the next short test, last 
year’s winners the Bricknells’ challenge 
was over as they missed a secret check.

The Whyte sisters, Seren and Elise 
(Datsun Stanza) kicked off  the 
afternoon’s running with a win.  
Another highlight was the final 
Regulation section, which was taken  
by Motorsport News guest driver  
Andy Dawson, partnered by Martin 
Phaff  (Lancia Fulvia).

Five tests at Mereworth followed, all 
short blasts on tracks used earlier in  

Crammond and Vokes survive a late scare for Hughes Rally glory

Crammond and
Vokes were winners

the day, and the Bricknells and Harvey 
Steele/Martin Pitt (Volvo 144) shared  
the honours. 

Eventual winners Crammond and 
Vokes had to nurse their Mercedes 
through the final test with a sticking 
throttle but nevertheless claimed  
the spoils.
Results 
1 Ian Crammond/Matt Vokes (Mercedes 280SL) 946; 2 Richard 
Isherwood/ Ian Canavan (Golf GTi) 969; 3 James Griffiths/James 
Howell (Mini 1275 GT); 4 Paul Hernaman/Ray Crowther 
(Porsche 911); 5 Gavin Rogers/Carrie Rogers (Reliant Scimitar); 
6 Seren Whyte/Elise Whyte (Datsun Stanza); 7 Harvey Steele/
Martin Pitt (Volvo 144); 8 Andy Dawson/Martin Phaff (Lancia 
Fulvia) 1187; 9 Thomas Bricknell/Roger Bricknell (Golf GTi); 10 
Ken Binstead/Sarah Binstead (MGB). Class winners: Expert 
Hernaman/Crowther (Porsche 911); Novice Phil Woods/Kelvin 
Phipps (Volvo P1800).

Isherwood was a class performer

Andy Dawson shared the Lancia with Martin Phaff and finished eighth

Photos: mkpics.net

National Hot Rods
By Dean Cox
 
Organiser: Spedeworth When: May 27 Where: Foxhall Heath 
Raceway, Ipswich Starters: 28.

Kym Weaver made the most of  two very 
good heat finishing positions at Ipswich 
on Bank Holiday Monday to be well- 
placed on the final grid. From there,  
he took the victory in convincing style  
in the penultimate round of the English 
points chase. Scotland’s Rob McDonald 
challenged Weaver hard but had to settle 
for second spot with Carl Waller-Barrett 
in third place.

In the opening heat, the packed entry 
didn’t take long to come to blows. The  
first incident occurred on the Burton 

Bend when half  a dozen cars were sent  
in all directions and a race stoppage was 
necessary. On the restart, Alistair Lowe 
took up the running from Peter Elliott  
and a charging Paul Gomm, who clearly 
had pace. Gomm put his foot down and 
took his Tigra to the front of  the pack, 
where he finished ahead of  Chris Crane.  
McDonald climbed up the order for a 
podium finish at the flag. 

The talking point of  heat two was the 
sudden retirement of  series leader Chris 
Haird on lap two with collapsed front 
suspension. It was Elliott again who  
led before the yellows came out for a 
stricken Chris Lehec. On the restart, 
Elliott continued to lead while Stuart 
McLaird reeled him in. Behind them 

there was a frantic scramble for places 
and a heart-stopping moment as Stefan 
Lloyd half-spun on the home straight  
and was collected by Gomm and Lloyd 
Shelley. Within a couple of  laps, Gavin 
Murray repeated the same feat and this 
time was collected by World champion 
Billy Wood, whose nightmare event was 
only just beginning. McLaird managed  
to ease his Ginetta past Elliott and went  
on to take the flag from Weaver, who  
had got through the melee and Elliott 
claimed a good third.

Just before the final, it was announced 
that Wood had been excluded from the 
meeting for incorrect tyre logging. He  
had fallen foul of  a rule that several have 
transgressed before him by incorrectly 

writing the tyre numbers down in his 
meeting log. The consequence is that 
Wood will have to sit out the final event  
of  the campaign at Aldershot and that 
means he will have lost any possible 
chance of  taking the English World  
Series points title.    

Weaver got away strongly in the final 
and got his head down. Behind him 
Gomm, Waller-Barrett and McDonald  
all gave chase while a strangely off-the-
pace Shane Bland sideswiped the back 
straight Armco to end his day. 

By that stage, Gomm appeared to be 
going backwards as McDonald, Waller-
Barrett and Jack Blood all passed him.  
As the laps ran short, there was a scary 
moment for Weaver as a gaggle of  

backmarkers fell over each other to get 
out the way, resulting in getting in  
the way. McDonald may have thought  
this was his chance but Weaver just 
managed to hold some momentum  
and crossed the line first.
Results
Heat one: 1 Paul Gomm (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Chris Crane (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 3 Rob McDonald (Vauxhall Tigra); 4 Jack Blood (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 5 Kym Weaver (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Chris Haird (Vauxhall Tigra); 
7 Alistair Lowe (Vauxhall Tigra); 8 Perry Cooke (Vauxhall Tigra). Heat 
two: 1 Stuart McLaird (Ginetta G40R); 2 Kym Weaver (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 3 Peter Elliott (Peugeot 206cc); 4 Carl Waller-Barrett (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 5 Dick Hillard (Vauxhall Tigra); 6 Jason Kew (Ginetta G40R);  
7 Paul Gomm (Vauxhall Tigra); 8 Shane Bland (Vauxhall Tigra). Final: 
1 Weaver; 2 McDonald; 3 Waller-Barrett; 4 Haird; 5 Aaron Dew 
(Ginetta G40R); 6 Blood; 7 Kew; 8 Gomm; 9 Colin Smith (Vauxhall 
Tigra); 10 Gavin Murray (Vauxhall Tigra). Standings (after 13/14 
rounds): 1 Haird 459; 2 McDonald 456; 3 Kew 422; 4 Billy Wood 
(Vauxhall Tigra) 415; 5 Murray 392; 6 Weaver 384. 

KYM WEAVERS HIS MAGIC AT IPSWICH
Weaver held off 
McDonald in the final

Weaver is inside the top six in the points standings
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Newsonwassoonbackonform,winningatKing’sLynnlastmonth
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INSIGHT

whatfinishedmeoff wasthe
pneumoniatookalltheoxygen
outof myblood,”explainsNewson.
“SobythenIcouldn’tmoveand
Icouldn’tbreathe.Ithinkthatis
whymyleghadshutdown.”

Buttherelaythenextmajorcrisis.
Withsuchdangerouslylowlevels,

Newsondesperatelyneededan
ECMO(ExtraCorporealMembrane
Oxygenation)machinetohelp
oxygenatehisbloodashislungs
wereunabletofunctionproperly.

TheRoyal,however,didn’thave
suchapieceof equipment–and
withoutithehadlittleorno
chanceof survival.

Itwasthenthatthethirdcardfell
favourablytocompletetheset.It
justsohappenedtheneighbouring
hospitalinLeicester,theGlenfield,
isoneof onlyfivehospitalsin
BritainthathasanECMOmachine…

AndsoNewsonwasswiftly
transportedtoGlenfield,where
hewasgivenanMRIandCTscan
beforeafive-houroperation.Apipe
hadtobeinserted into his heart
via his jugular to pump blood out
of his body into the ECMO machine
before returning it oxygenated
back into his body. He also had a
tracheotomy and was connected
to a kidney dialysis machine.

A delicate balance had to be made
that added to the high-risk nature
of the process. Newson’s blood
had to be thinned dramatically to
stop it clotting during oxygenation.
It also meant that even a small

haemorrhage internally could
result in him bleeding to death.

The first 48 hours were crucial.
For Newson’s mother, Anita, it
was hard to comprehend what
was happening before her eyes.

On social media stock car fans
only had sketchy news of Newson’s
condition and were desperate
to find out what the situation
was with one of their heroes.

Anita Newson gave a brief outline
of her son’s prognosis on Facebook
and left fans with one poignant and
heart-wrenching message. “Please
pray for him,” she wrote.

Eventually, the tide began to
turn. By the end of the week
Newson was gradually brought
round once his oxygen levels had
improved sufficiently. When he
eventually regained consciousness
and responded to questions, one of
BriSCA F1s best drivers yet to win
a major title had a good chance of
winning a major health scare.

After a few days he was fit
enough to move to his local
hospital in Norwich before
being allowed to go home.

“For the first week at home
I didn’t leave the house,” Newson
says. “And then I started getting
out with my friends a bit and then
eventually I would get to the yard,
do an hour of work before feeling
completely knackered.”

Despite still feeling very weak
and having lost three stone in
weight, Newson – who leases a

number of F1 stock cars to drivers
as part of his business – went to the
opening BriSCA F1 meeting of the
season at King’s Lynn at the end of
March to oversee his fleet of cars.

“Just watching the racing
frustrated me so much,” Newson
says. “And going to Mildenhall
the following week completely
did my head in.”

And so at least a month and
a half earlier than advised, and
still unable to walk properly,
Newson decided it was time to get
back behind the wheel again.

“I said to my dad, if I don’t feel up
to it after one race I’ll load the car
up again,” he says. “But actually
driving the car was a lot easier
than I thought it was going to be.
It was the rushing around in the
pits afterwards that was difficult.”

Newson returned to the track at
Stoke on April 20, finishing eighth
in the consolation event. Two
days later at Belle Vue he finished
second in both his heats as well
as the final behind Nigel Green.

A week later it was back to King’s
Lynn for its World Championship
qualifying round where he won
his first race since his illness, his
personal highlight of the season
so far, before winning the final
at Belle Vue on May 6.

The transformation on the short
ovals had been extraordinary, as
was his sense of understatement.

“To be fair,” Newson says. “I’ve
had a great start to the year.” ■

Neil Randon speaks to a man who, two months ago, was at death’s door

Back in the paddock: Newson at Skegness

T
his year has 
been notable 
for memorable 
sporting 
comebacks. 
Tiger Woods got 
the ball rolling, 

literally, when he won the US 
Masters at Augusta in April, and 
was followed by the dramatic 
last-gasp wins in the Champions 
League semi-finals of  Liverpool 
and Tottenham Hotspur.

But these glorious victories pale 
into relative insignificance compared 
to the comeback of BriSCA F1 stock 
car driver Mat Newson.

On February 23, the 33-year-old 
from Aylsham in Norfolk, was in a 
critical condition in Leicester 
hospital and was given less than a 
30% chance of  survival.

Just two months later Newson 
was receiving rapturous applause 
after winning the opening heat at 
his home track at King’s Lynn, 
before taking victory in the final 
at Belle Vue a week later. 

To suggest Newson is lucky to be 
alive, let alone winning stock car 
races, cannot be underplayed. If  
it were not for three completely 
chance events on the night he was 
taken ill, his story would have 
resulted in an obituary.  

In February, having proved a 
popular and highly successful 
evening the previous year, the Athena 
Leicester played host to Fight Night 2 
– a charity boxing event involving 
BriSCA stock car drivers competing 
in 15 three-round contests. 

Newson was due to be one of  the 
contestants but caught the flu 
prior to the event. Having thought 
he had shaken off  the virus, he 
then was hardly able to walk due 
to severe pain in his left leg.

“I went to the doctors a week 
leading up to my boxing match, 
struggling because I couldn’t get 
my left leg to move,” says Newson.

“They kept telling me I had sciatica 
in my back which was affecting my 
leg, so obviously I believed them.”

Newson had no option but to 
withdraw from the fight. Feeling 

emasculated as a result, he was 
concerned his fellow drivers 
would think he had no stomach 
to get in the ring. 

“I rang the organisers and told 
them I would have to pull out of  
the boxing,” says Newson. “But 
I was worried that everyone would 
think I had bottled it, which was 
never the case.

“I thought the only thing I could 
do was go to it and people would 
really see I couldn’t walk and would 
understand why I pulled out.” 

It turned out, with hindsight, to be 
one of  the most important decisions 
he will ever make, because if  he had 
stayed at home the chances are he 
would not be alive today. The first 
card, but not an obvious one at this 
stage, had fallen in his favour.

On the night itself  Newson felt 
even worse. “I got to the boxing and 
I could hardly sit down,” he says. “I 
ended up laying there watching a few 
of the fights – and then I collapsed.”

It was then that a second card 
strengthened his hand. Just before 
he took a turn for the worse an 
ambulance had been called after a 
woman had been taken ill having 
consumed too much alcohol.

But due to a misunderstanding 
two ambulances arrived at the same 
time. The second ambulance was just 
about to be sent away when Newson’s 
predicament became apparent.

Newson was sent to the Royal 
Hospital in Leicester. Doctors 
checked him over but believed 
one of  the devices used, a pulse 
oximeter that checks oxygen, 
wasn’t functioning properly as it 
registered levels in his blood that 
were so low he should be dead.

“They shook the machine and 
said ‘well, it can’t be working’,” 
says Newson, who was still 
conscious at this time. 

But it was. To the doctors’ utter 
amazement Newson was still 
able to talk and breathe – but 
only just – when the levels 
suggested he shouldn’t be able 
to do either. He had sepsis brought 
on by a bout of  pneumonia.

“I had the flu leading up to it but 

Newson has defied 
the odds this season

In February, Newson was given a 30% chance of survival

THE INCREDIBLE COMEBACK OF MAT NEWSON



Ex-F1 driver Piquet will drive a Pantera

Oliver Eriksson held off the chasing Robin Larsson,who had started at the back,throughout the Nordic final
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Piquet Junior to make rallycross return in the new Titans championship and will share with Wurz

Eriksson makes it back-to-back wins in RallyX Nordic

 Nelson Piquet Jr will return to 
racing a rallycross car at Lydden 
Hill next month.

The Brazilian driver has signed 
to compete in selected rounds of  the 
new Titans RX rallycross series. 

Piquet previously competed in 
the now-defunct American-based
GRC series, winning the Washington 
DC round in 2015 aboard an 

SH Rallycross Ford Fiesta.
He will now race in four rounds of  

the new Titans championship this 
year, sharing a single-make Pantera 
RX6 seat with double Le Mans winner 
Alexander Wurz. Piquet has 
been competing in Stock Car Brazil 
events since splitting with the Jaguar 
team in Formula E earlier this year. 

Piquet said: “I’m very happy to be 

joining Titans RX, I love all forms 
of  motorsport and I really enjoyed 
competing in rallycross in America a 
few years ago, so it will be great to get 
back behind the wheel of  a rallycross 
car. We’re going to have a lot of  fun!” 

Piquet will race in the French and 
British rounds, before skipping the 
Portuguese weekend at Montalegre 
for Wurz to drive the car. Piquet will 

return for the following two events, 
before Wurz competes in the season-
finale in Germany in October. 

Piquet has raced a single-make 
rallycross car at Lydden Hill before. 
He drove in the British round of  
World Rallycross’ RX Lites Cup 
support category at Lydden Hill 
in 2014. There he made the final, 
but retired on the opening lap.

Reigning RX2 champion Oliver Eriksson 
claimed his second win in as many events 
in the third round of  RallyX Nordic 
at Nysum in Denmark last weekend. 

Driving a further-developed version 
of  the Honda Civic Coupes run in the 
American-based GRC until the end of  
2017 by his father Andreas’ OlsbergsMSE 
concern, Eriksson won his second final 
in a row to extend his points lead. 

It was 2014 European rallycross 
champion Robin Larsson who was fastest 
in each of  the qualifying sessions he was 
classified, but the Swede was disqualified 
from Q2 after passing a car under a yellow 
flag following being unsighted by dust.

Larsson chased Eriksson from the 
back of  the grid throughout the 
semi-final, then again in the final 
but a right-rear puncture hampered 
his challenge. Finnish driver Jere 
Kalliokoski, who will also compete 
in selected rounds of  World RX for 
Manfred Stohl’s STARD team, 
finished third in an ex-STARD 
Ford Fiesta. 

 RX2 frontrunner Ben-Philip 
Gundersen won the Supercar Lites 
final, while Rasmus Tuominen claimed 
a maiden victory in the RX Academy 
category and former Academy racer 
Isak Reiersen won in the CrossCar class.

PeCoy thrilled 
at Supercar bid
The opening round 
of the Americas 
Rallycross season 
will take place this 
weekend at Mid 
Ohio Motorsports 
Park, where former 
ARX2 frontrunner 
Travis PeCoy will 
make his debut 
for Steve Arpin’s 
Loenbro Motorsports 
operation. 

PeCoy will race an 
M-Sport-built Ford 
Fiesta Supercar 
alongside Arpin in 
the squad in the six-
round campaign. 

“It’s been a long off-
season and I can’t wait 
to jump in a Supercar!” 
said PeCoy. 

“Coming into the 
2019 season, I’m proud 
to say that I have 
never been more 
excited, motivated, 
and determined to 
start racing than 
I am right now. 

“From talking to a 
number of people 
who have experienced 
what it’s like to be in 
a Supercar, I’ve 
heard the stories of 
the feeling it gives you, 
so being one of the few 
to ever drive one is  a 
great chance. The 
competition is stacked 
in the big cars and 
there is a lot of respect 
to be earned, the 
pressure is on but I’m 
ready to handle it.”

TIDEMAND TEMPTED INTO
FURTHER RALLYCROSS OUTINGS
Rally expert to team up with legend Per Eklund for Euro attack

By Hal Ridge

Former WRC 2 champion Pontus 
Tidemand will make a second 
rallycross appearance of the 
season in Norway next week. 

Tidemand teamed up with Per Eklund 
Motorsport to make his return to the 
discipline last month at Silverstone 
racing a Volkswagen Beetle in the 
European Championship Supercar 
category and ran as high as third in the 
final before finishing the race sixth. 

“We’ve been working to get us back 
in the game and to get into the final [at 
Silverstone], I’m happy,” he told 
Motorsport News. “It can be possible 
to do more this year. The car has been 
working well, I missed one start but 
apart from that it has all been going 
quite good I would say, and Per is a lot of  
fun to work with so I’m really enjoying it.” 

Having made selected World RX 
appearances for Mattias Ekstrom’s 
EKS team in 2014, notably in the first 
event for the squad at Hell, Tidemand 

has now entered the second round in 
Norway in the Euro RX category. 

The Swede, who drove for M-Sport 
in the first two rounds of  the WRC this 
season in Monte Carlo and Sweden, will 
be run in the same team as Kristoffersson 
Motorsport driver Sondre Evjen, who is 
also being assisted by Eklund. 

Another WRC driver, Kevin Abbring 
will also compete in Hell. The former 
works Hyundai WRC driver will make 
his World RX debut with the ES 
Motorsport squad, for which he 

conducted most of  the 600 miles of  
development running over the winter 
with its new Skoda Fabia. 

ES ran reigning European Super1600 
champion Rokas Baciuska in the opening 
two rounds of  the year before splitting 
with the driver ahead of  the Belgian event 
at Spa. Francois Duval drove for the team 
in his home event but failed to make the 
semi-final. The squad skipped the British 
round at Silverstone last month and was 
handed a suspended £44,000 fine, but will 
now run Abbring in Hell. 

Tidemand (right) will 
tackle more rounds

Abbring will also race in WRX

OR CALL 0344 848 8834
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MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters

        GOT AN OPINION? LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK

WE NEED YOU!
GET INVOLVED WITH MN

WRITE TO US 
Motorsport News
1 Eton Street, 
Richmond,
TW9 1AG 

FACEBOOK
Search for 
‘Motorsport News’

TWITTER
Updates: 
@MNmotorsport

DIGITAL
ISSUE 
See motorsport
-news.co.uk

EMAIL
letters@
motorsport-
news.co.uk

HAVE YOUR SAY

MN SAYS...

YOUR PICS LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK
Photographs must be of a good quality and please send no more than three images

Orders are orders, but tactics are toug

Rebecca Louise’s Castle Combe photo

Sam Nudd’s British F3 pack photograph

British GT drama, by Stuart Taunton

Peter Atkins visited Birmingham Wheels

Mike Farmer’s pic of the Beast of Turin on the Prescott Hillclimb course recently

Another pic from Mike Farmer, this time of a GN pressing on hard at Oulton Park

Austrian GP, 2014: Niki Lauda takes 
part in an F1 demo. From James Lomax

Rally Portugal, on the face of it, had been a pretty ordinary event in terms of what happened on the stages. Ott Tanak had wrapped up a th
win of the year in his Toyota Yaris WRC, and Hyundai had bounced back to second place after a tough event. Champion Sebastien Ogier w
the powerstage, and that was that. 

Hyundai had employed orders to tell its drivers, Dani Sordo and Sebastien Loeb, to help Thierry Neuville’s path to the front. In fairness, Ogier had no proble
with that – and nor should he have. In a contest which awards a trophy for the winning manufacturer and where firms are allowed to enter more than one car,
is always going to happen. His major concern was about the potential for Sordo to interfere with another competitor by pulling off the road and rejoining , thu
impeding rivals. It didn’t happen, but there are two things that spring to mind: where did Ogier get his info from (surely Hyundai needs to stop the internal lea
and, if there is no written rule against a car stopping on stage and restarting, why isn’t he venting his spleen at those who formulate the rulebook instead? 
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

World Rally champion Ogier was very angry in Portugal, but was he correct? 

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF THE WEEK!

World RX action, from Bob Sketchley

The Crystal Palace tribute event enjoyed glorious weather. Photo from Tim Hall
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NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12

LISTINGS

TV GUIDE
LIVE F1LIVE TV

Tuneinforallthebestactionfrom
theBRDCBritishFormula3
Championshipastheseries
visitedSnetterton(Wednesday,
1900-2000hrs,BTSport3).Would
ClementNovalakcontinuehis
impressivestarttotheseasonor
couldJohnathanHoggardchip
intohisrival’spointslead?

TakeatripbackintimewithF1
ClassicRacesandrelivethe2008
CanadianGrandPrix(Wednesday,
2100-2315hrs,SkySportsF1).
Aschampionshipprotagonists
LewisHamiltonandKimi
Raikkonencollidedinthepits,
RobertKubicawentontoscore
theonlywinof hisF1careertodate.

CatchhighlightsfromDown
Underandthelatestroundof
AustralianSupercars from
WintonasScottMcLaughlin
continuedhisimpressivetitle
defence(Thursday,1430-1630hrs,
BTSport2).

Andfinally,witnessallthethrills
andspillsfromroundsevenof the
WorldRallyChampionship
andRallyPortugal(Sunday,
1145-1245hrs,BTSport3).

Six-timechampionSebastien
Ogierheldanarrowleadinthe
standingspriortotheevent,but
titlerivalsThierryNeuvilleand
OttTanakwouldbelookingto
closethegap.

Novalak (17) is the man to beat in BRDC British Formula 3 this season

RACING
SATURDAY 
■ Brands Hatch, Kent
MSVR meeting: Radical SR1, 
Pre-War Team Challenge, GT 
Challenge, Jaguar XK/Jack 
Fairman Cup, Intermarque, 
Castle Combe Saloons Starts 
racing from 1205hrs (qualifying 
from 0900hrs) Admission adult 
£16, under 13 free Web msv.com 
Contact 0843 453 9000

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
■ Silverstone, Northants
British GT meeting: British GT, 
BRDC Formula 3, Ginetta GT5, 
Mini, VW, Ginetta G40/Ginetta 
Racing Drivers Club Starts 
Saturday, racing from 1420hrs 
(qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday, 

racing from 0925hrs (qualifying 
from 0900hrs) Admission £26, 
under 15 free Web silverstone.co.uk 
Contact 08704 588260
■ Donington Park, Leics
Masters Historic Festival: 
Gentleman Drivers, Historic Sports, 
Pre ’66 Touring Cars, Pre ’66 Minis, 
Dutch HGT, Dunlop Saloons, 
Classic FF1600 Starts Saturday, 
racing from 1530hrs (qualifying 
from 0905hrs) Sunday, racing from 
0910hrs Admission adult £16, 
under 13 free Web msv.com 
Contact 0843 453 9000
■ Pembrey, S Wales
BARC meeting: C1 Challenge, 
Sports/Saloons Starts Saturday, 
racing from 1200hrs (qualifying from 
0900hrs) Sunday, racing from 
1000hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs) 

Admission adult £15, under 15 
free Web barc.net Contact 01264 
882200
■ Anglesey, N Wales
BRSCC meeting: Formula Ford, 
Mazda MX-5, MX-5 Super Series, 
Production GTi, Civic Cup, ST-XR 
Challenge Starts Saturday, racing 
from 1210hrs (qualifying from 
0900hrs) Sunday, racing from 
0925hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs) 
Admission adult £15, child free 
Web angleseycircuit.com Contact 
01407 811400
■ Mondello Park, Ireland
MEC meeting: Formula Vee, Formula 
Sheane, BOSS Formula Libre, SEAT, 
Historic Racing Cars, Fiesta Zetec, 
Fiesta ST, Legends Cars, ASK 
Supercars Starts Saturday, racing 
from 1145hrs (qualifying from 

1000hrs) Sunday, racing from 
1100hrs (qualifying from 0930hrs) 
Admission adult Euro 15, under 
16 free Web mondello.ie

RALLY
SATURDAY 
■ Carlisle, Cumbria
ATL Carlisle Stages
Starts 0831hrs
Admission free
Web racrmc.org

SUNDAY
■ Dalton Barracks, 
Abingdon
Abingdon CAR-nival
Starts 0900hrs
Admission TBA
Web abingdoncarnival.com
■ Portlaoise, County Laois

Laois Heartlands Mini 
Stages Rally
Starts 0950hrs
Admission free
Web rally.ie

SPORTING SCENE
SUNDAY
■ Aldershot, Hants
National Hot Rods
Starts 1200hrs Admission TBA
Web nationalhotrod.com
■ Buxton, Derbys
BriSCA F1
Starts 1300hrs Admission 
adults £18, children aged 9-17 £7, 
under 8s free Web brisca.com

Details correct at time of press 
but check before travelling.

DTM: Misano
■ Race 1: Saturday, 1215-
1345hrs, Freesports
■ Race 2: Sunday, 1215-
1315hrs, Freesports

Euroformula 
Open: Spa
■ Race 1: Saturday, 1430-
1530hrs, BT Sport 3
■ Race 2: Sunday, 1300-
1345hrs, BT Sport 3

W Series: Misano
■ Race: Saturday, 1445-
1600hrs, Channel 4

CanadianGrandPrix
SkySportsF1HD
■Drivers’pressconference:
Thursday, 1600-1630hrs
■Welcometotheweekend:
Thursday, 1800-1830hrs
■FP1:Friday, 1445-1645hrs
■FP2:Friday, 1845-2045hrs
■FP3: Saturday, 1545-1730hrs
■Qualifying:Saturday, 1800-
2045hrs
■Race:Sunday, 1730-2230hrs
■Highlights: Sunday, 2300-
0000hrs

Channel4HD
highlights
■Qualifying: Saturday, 2250-
0020hrs
■Race: Sunday, 2300-0100hrs 

Hamilton won in Monaco

GT Open: Spa
■ Race 1: Saturday, 1530-
1700hrs, BT Sport 3
■ Race 2: Sunday, 1400-
1515hrs, BT Sport 3

IndyCar: Texas
■ Race: Sunday, 0100-
0400hrs, Sky Sports F1

NASCAR: 
Michigan
■ Race: Sunday, 1830-
2300hrs, Premier Sports 1

Eng leads DTM points

British GT and British  
F3 visit Silverstone

CAN ANYONE 
STOP MERCEDES?

Canadian Grand Prix report

FEATURE: TEAM BRIT AND SPINAL 
TRACK’S DISABLED INITIATIVES



CARS FOR SALE

WANT TO SEE YOUR CAR IN OURWEEKLY SHOWCASE? CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING TEAM ON 0203 405 8109

FERRARI 246 DINOFERRARI 512 BB
£285,000

TAYLOR & CRAWLEY
1973 PORSCHE 911RSR 2.8L

+44 (0)20 7823 2599 / INFO@TAYLORANDCRAWLEY.CO.UK
£POA

PAUL MATTY SPORTS CARS
1963 ALFA ROMEO 2600 SPRINT COUPE

+44 (0)1527 835 656
£21,950

PENDINE
1965 PORSCHE 911 SWB COMPETITION CAR

07770 762 751
£POA

RICHARD THORNE CLASSIC CARS
1970 MORGAN PLUS-8 MOSS BOX

HELEN@RTCC.CO.UK / (0)118 983 1200
£POA

CKL
1989 FORD GTD 40

+44 (0)1424 870600
£87,500

KINSBOURNE CARS LTD
1997 KIA ELAN CONVERTIBLE (LHD)

+44 (0)1727 855866 / +44 (0)7989 476930
£13,700 (9000 MILES)

WWW.CKL.CO.UKWWW.KINSBOURNECARS.CO.UK

WWW.RTCC.CO.UKWWW.TAYLORANDCRAWLEY.CO.UK

WWW.PENDINE.COM

WWW.PAULMATTYSPORTSCARS.CO.UK

FERRARI 308 GTB
£59,950 £POA

07973 444468
MUGELLO CARS

WWW.MUGELLOCARS.CO.UK

01252 759009

2000 PORSCHE 911-996 GT3 R
£140,000

1984 PEUGEOT 205 T16
£167,000

MARK DONALDSON

2001 PORSCHE 911-996 GT3 RS
£90,000

WWW.MARKDONALDSON.COM



WorkReady from City West Commercials
2013 Mercedes-Benz Actros 1842LS Bigspace
£POA+VAT

Approved
Used

• ACTROS 1842LS BIGSPACE 2013 (62)
• 12.8lt 420hp engine
• euro5 Emissions
• 12 speed Automatic Gearbox
• Registered in Feb 2013 (62)
• Twin Bunks the Top Bunk is a Luxury Version with Levelling Function
• £3500 Worth of Night Time Auxiliary Air Conditioning Mounted on the Rear Bulkhead
• Night Heater
• Upgraded Climate Control System
• Alarm System with Interior Monitoring
• Fridge
• Air Horn
• Factory Roof and Side Air Deflectors and Factory Side Skirts
• Long Range 570lt Alloy Fuel Tank
• Sliding 5th Wheel. Choice all under 200.000 KMs

Contact Tim Sutcliffe on 07748 147952
Email Tim direct on tim.sutcliffe@citywestcommercials.co.uk

Mileage 191,500 kilometres
Colour Yellow

Body type Tractor unit
Registration BD26EKJ
Transmission Automatic

Fuel Diesel
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Book your advert before 12pmMonday and see it in print first thingWednesday

Motorsport News Classified
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with
us puts your advert right in front
of a very hands on and involved
motorsport market.

Brand New Private Seller Rates
Lineage:
25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)
25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)
Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert
£50 (£60 inc vat)
£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer
25% off when you book for 4 weeks

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0203 405 8109 or
email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline:Mondays at 12noon
(subject to change on Bank Holiday
weeks)
Payment: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Autosport Media UK Ltd

Address for advertising

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,
Richmond,
TW9 1AG

Important
The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.
Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertiser’s name and address
must accompany all advertisements, whether for
publication or not.
Any advertisement received too late for publication
and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be
inserted in the next available issue.

If you are a trade advertiser this must be
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
are also reminded that they are responsible for
complying with legal requirements currently in
force.
Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal
confirmation taken on the phone is binding.

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
on request.

Classified
Telephone: 0203 405 8109 Email:mnads@motorsport.com

SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR

PRODUCTS AND
SERVICES IN
OUR NEXT
ISSUE CALL

0203 405
8109

petition

(0)1462 684300

k and Carbotech
rsport compounds

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

Large amount of

parts held in stock

ready for immediate

despatch View our

online catalogue at

waynesis@aol.com
www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk

MITSUBI
Grp N, R4,

B13 / Open Class

Tel 01524 761398

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\www.dunnellengines.com /////////////////
Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England

COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

DURATEC
ENGINE
›› 2.0-2.5 Litre

›› 200-340 BHP

ZETEC
ENGINE
›› 1.6, 1.8 & 2.0 Litre

›› 188-275 BHP

DURATEC & ZETEC ENGINES
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MARKETPLACE

Tel: 01784 493 555 www.glencoeltd.co.uk Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk

OTP 017
(P3017.1)
Replaces: Bosch 0580 464 070

£52.00

OTP 018
(P3018.1)
Replaces: Bosch 0580 254 911

OTP 019
(P3019.1)

£56.00

£60.80
‘IN-TANK’

FUEL PUMPS

High quality, reliable, quiet
Used by professionals

£70.90OTP 979
(P3979.1)

OTP 020
(P3020.1)

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @ 20%

£75.40

MOTORSPORT

MOTORSPORT

MOTORSPORT

Replaces: Bosch 0580 254 044

OTP 044
(P3044.1)
378 LTR/HR
318 LTR/HR @ 3BAR

Replaces: Bosch 0580 254 979

264 LTR/HR
228 LTR/HR @ 3BAR

Replaces: Bosch 0580 254 909

240 LTR/HR
210 LTR/HR @ 3BAR

£60.30

Replaces: Bosch 0580 254 910/941/942

Competition
PUMPS
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MARKETPLACE
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

Style and Substance

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel’ strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

www.brianjames.co.uk

Connected to you»
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

RACEWEARGEARBOXES

ELECTRONICS

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Kavanagh Ben Webster
Classified Advertising Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109 T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131
E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E: ben.webster@motorsport.com

Authorised stockists for:

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

www.jjcraceandrally.com

Passionate About Motorsport

RACEWEARRACE CARS

ENGINES

RACEWEAR

ENGINES

RACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

TRAILERS &TRANSPORTERSRACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

e-mail

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit

northamptonmotorsport.com

• Performance Tuning Specialists

• 2WD Superfow Rolling Road,

1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

• Life Racing and Omex Engine Management

• Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents

Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

TRAILERS &TRANSPORTERS

RACEWEAR

GEARBOXES

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 0LP

+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes

- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

WHEELS &TYRESRACE & RALLY PARTSGEARBOXES

Winning all over the world since 1973…
Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

Stock and custom made

FiA Fuel Cells.

Short lead times.

01527 521050

www.classicworldracing.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

DRY SUMP

OIL PUMPS & DRY SUMP SYSTEMS
www.pacepumps.co.uk


