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US AND UN REFUGEE AGENCY TENTATIVELY RENEWING TIES

After important Western states in Europe and North America—cut or curtailed ties with the
UN agency for Palestinian refugees—UNRWA— because it was caught misusing funds, UNRWA

said this week that the United States had restored ties under a new bilateral agreement.

But the divergent texts of the official UNRWA announcement in Arabic and English suggested a
tense behind-the-scenes drama where the United States had demanded that UNRWA comply

with strict guidelines to avoid corruption, complicity with terror groups and political prejudice.

The Arabic text hints strongly that the first US aid installment was made “in principle” —
mabdaiyyan in Arabic—and it underscores that the US demanded UNRWA be scrupulously

neutral and that UNRWA make aid available only to legitimate refugees who are registered.

The following is the tet of the Arabic announcement by UNRWA with our translation.

The United States announced today (July 26—ed.) that it was making an additional
contribution in the amount of $135.8 million (dollars) to the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).

In April, the US government reinstated [restored] its support for the agency, providing 5150
million in principle to the UN agency that provides life-saving services to the registered and the
eligible Palestine refugees in all regions of the Middle East.

The United States also provided nearly 533 million in humanitarian assistance to UNRWA in
May in response to violence in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The funding announcement
which accompanied the signing of the bilateral United States and UNRWA cooperation
agreement set forth a framework establishing common goals and priorities to support
humanitarian assistance, human development, and the protection of Palestine refugees.

UNRWA Commissioner-General Philip Lazzarini said: "The signing of the US-UNRWA
Framework for Action and the additional support demonstrates that we once again have a
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continuing partner in the US who understands the need to provide critical assistance to some of
the most vulnerable refugees in the region.”

This additional funding will continue to support UNRWA's core budget - the majority of which
finances the operation of more than 700 schools educating more than half a million children, as
well as 140 primary health clinics providing 8.5 million patient consultations annually - as well
as emergency appeals in response to dire humanitarian challenges in Syria, Lebanon, Jordan,
the West Bank (which includes East Jerusalem) and Gaza. These funds support food, emergency
cash assistance, emergency health, mental health and psychosocial support, emergency
education, protection, water and sanitation, and the response to COVID-189.

It is noted that cooperation frameworks are the traditional mechanism through which the
United States and international agencies set common goals and priorities. The agreement
between UNRWA and the United States reaffirms both parties' commitment to the
humanitarian principles of the United Nations, including the principle of neutrality.

The following is the official UNRWA TEXT IN THE ORIGINAL ARABIC--
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The following is UNRWA'’S OFFICIAL STATEMENT IN ENGLISH.

UNITED STATES ANNOUNCES ADDITIONAL SUPPORT
PALESTINE REFUGEES

17 July 2021
Humanitarian Assistance Comes as U.S., UNRWA Sign Official Framework Agreement

Today, the United States announced that it is contributing an additional US$135.8 million to the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). In April, the U.S.
government restored its support for the Agency, providing an initial $150 million to the UN agency providing
life-saving services to eligible registered Palestine refugees across the Middle East. The United States also
provided nearly $33 million in humanitarian assistance to UNRWA in May in response to the violence in the
West Bank and Gaza. The funding announcement comes alongside the United States and UNRWA signing

a Framework for Cooperation that establishes shared goals and priorities in support of humanitarian assistance,
human development, and protection of Palestine refugees.

“The signing of the U.S.-UNRWA Framework and additional support demonstrates we once again have an
ongoing partner in the United States that understands the need to provide critical assistance to some of the
region’s most vulnerable refugees,” stated UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini.

The additional funding will continue to support the core budget of UNRWA -- the majority of which funds the
operation of more than 700 schools educating over half a million children and 140 primary health clinics
providing 8.5 million patient consultations a year -- as well as emergency appeals to respond to dire
humanitarian challenges in Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, the West Bank (including in East Jerusalem) and

Gaza. These funds support food, emergency cash assistance, emergency health, mental health and psychosocial
support, education in emergencies, protection, water and sanitation, and COVID-19 response.



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unrwa.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CW.DEERE%40UNRWA.ORG%7C3c9796f855004cf224ce08d9453f4365%7C262f6a4120e941408d3efdf5eecb4157%7C0%7C0%7C637616960277021388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Eu9RifOb2V9rYxS%2FXHSwMXKH3PRVUTtP9imQ9VWqGAQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.state.gov%2F2021-2022-u-s-unrwa-framework-for-cooperation%2F&data=04%7C01%7CT.ALRIFAI%40UNRWA.ORG%7Cc0de8b4bca824d5f6ada08d948a5d0b9%7C262f6a4120e941408d3efdf5eecb4157%7C0%7C0%7C637620699281559350%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AiC4sEWErNmuXsay%2FoBDOig%2B6yXm2TybSXsbTBoqkvI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unrwa.org%2Fhow-you-can-help%2Fhow-we-spend-funds%2Femergency-appeals&data=04%7C01%7CW.DEERE%40UNRWA.ORG%7C3c9796f855004cf224ce08d9453f4365%7C262f6a4120e941408d3efdf5eecb4157%7C0%7C0%7C637616960277031335%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qRw2WZ7p1IiZb7aM3b8akYZT3vnN%2BdU5uNwOjiope1M%3D&reserved=0
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Frameworks for cooperation are the traditional mechanism by which the United States and international
agencies establish shared goals and priorities. The agreement between the UNRWA and the United States
reaffirms both parties’ commitment to the United Nations’ humanitarian principles, including the principle of
neutrality.

United States Announces Additional Support Palestine Refugees | UNRWA



https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/united-states-announces-additional-support-palestine-refugees

