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Surpassing Joy
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Introduction: The "High Jump" limitations of human ability.
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Key Question: How are you going to get to heaven, when you can't jump to God on the basis of
your abilities or accomplishment?

TS aTd : 370 W H B ST o S IRAR ddh 30t Wfad SR FIfaferdd & oaR

AT T8l & obdl

l. Rejoice in the Lord (v1)
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A. Rejoice in the Uniqueness of Christ's message
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B. Rejoice in the Hope of Christ's message
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How the bible helps us feel the hope:
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1 Cor. 6:9-11; Eph 2:12-13,19; | Pet 2:9-10

How the church helps us express the hope! Baptism
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Problem: It's easy to make a symbol of God's grace a mark of our accomplishment, and base our
joy on the work rather than "in the Lord."
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How can you keep your joy "in the Lord?"
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Il. Trash your flesh ( ie. count as rubbish your ability to gain heaven)
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A. Tune Out Religion (ie. human practices that qualify you for God)
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1. Put no confidence in ritual (v2-3)
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2. Take no pride in comparison
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-Note Paul's list of his accomplishments (v4-6)

Uiy & SUAfedl TR &M ¢ (4 ¥-8)

-Note Paul's accounting of his accomplishments (v7-8)
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(when he thought was "gain," was actually loss)
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B. Tunein Faith (v9)
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ie, counting on Christ for self-worth before God- and in life
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How can faith replace flesh as your foundation of hope?
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[ll Treasure your Savior (v10 and the "surpassing" of v8)
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A. Treasure His knowledge ( ie. "knowing" Him v10a)
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B. Teasure His life (ie. His resurrection power v10b)
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C. C. Treasure His Death (v10c) ie uniting with him in...
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-Dying to Self

- Suffering to strip of self sufficiency
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D. Treasure your destination (v10d-"attain" by arrival)
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Conclusion: Avoiding the Gorilla Pit
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