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‘McLaren endured
another tough start’

FIFTH WORKS ASTON
MAN TO BRITISH GT

—

HOW TO PASS

By RobertLadbrook up to the favourite tag this year. Manuel Fangio in second in the
“Talways want to get better all-time winners’list, behind
Lewis Hamilton says there andimproveasadriver,” said only Michael Schumacher’s
are a“number of areas” where = Hamilton. “Last year was perhaps tally of seven.
he canimprove on from last thebest year thatIT have had When asked if he expected
year as he sets his sights on performance-wise. How canItop repeatrun-ins with titlerivals
afifth world title this season that? How canIimprove on what this year-such ashisspat with
with Mercedes. wasavery, very strong year? But Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel at the
The British superstar shook therearelots of areasactually. Azerbaijan GP,Hamilton said:
down hisnew Mercedes F1 W09 Andeven stillmy relationship “Hopefully this year,if lam
at Silverstone last week before withtheteamis constantly performing at my best, there will
headingto Barcelonaforthe start growing. How doI use their be someissues [for hisrivals]and
of this week’sfirst pre-season test geniusto helpmeachieve my they’ll get upset aboutit. ButIdon’t
as Motorsport News closed for goal? Andhow dolinteract with play mind games, Ijust drivefaster.”
presson Monday. themtohelpachieve their goal?
Mercedes’ new carislargely Ultimately utilising them to get All-new,but proven
adevelopment of last year’s my goal helps them get theirs. Thenew Mercedes aims toaddress
R . W08, which proved dominantin “Thisismy sixth season with the unpredictability of last year’s
Fl testing roundup 4 Sporting Scene , 29 Hamilton’shands, carryinghimto  theteam,andit’s crazy tothink car, which proved difficult to set up
Historicrace am?. rally news 10 Letter's./ Comment/What'’s on 30 ninegrandprixwinsandaplacein  thatit’sbeenthatlong. Thiscaris atcertain tracks. Mercedes tended
Race Retro special 11 Classifieds 32 historyasthefirst Britishdriverto  aworkof art,it’sincredible. I'min to suffer and slower-speed or more
SUBSCRIBETO MOTORSPORTNEWS 17 Wanted:Four wheels on my wagon, win four world titles. awe of the peoplein thisteam and technical venues, such as Monaco,
How to pass your ARDS test 19 please.Apply:F.Alonso Despite headinginto the season Ifindmyself juststaringatthecar =~ Hungaryand Sepangin Malaysia.
F1Launch Special:The grid 20 astheleadingtip for another thinking ‘how do they do that?’” Hamilton said thenew car was
How Mike Bushell bounced back 26 e _ crown, Hamilton said hefelt there A fifth world title would put more new than many will realise,
Rally reports 27 .,‘ Yrec ycC le was stillalot of work todotolive Hamilton level with only Juan and thatit has been honed by the
Silverstone’s new RX track 28 -
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How do you improve on four titles? Hamilton has a plan

drivingdataof bothheand
team-mate Valtteri Bottas.
“Whatyouseeinthiscarisan
evolution of both our driving DNA
fusedintoone,” said Hamilton.
“Thope that Valtteriismore
comfortablein this car, because
that can only bode well for the
team. Butit’s definitely not moved
away fromme. My jobis to explain
the weaknesses and put afeeling
intotechnical termssotheteam
can go and design somethingtofix
it. 'mreally hopeful that this year
we’veironed out most of the creases.
“Wehadaveryin-depth debrief
after [Malaysialast year, when
Mercedes fell behind both Red Bull
and Ferrari]. Those debriefs were
significantin makingthe new car.
“There’sadifferentaerodynamic
characteristic this year compared
tolast. We've taken some of the
good from last year, but there were
circuits that we went to where we
weren’t that strong, sohopefully

we’ve found acompromise
which will favour the majority
of the circuits.

“Some of the suspension, some
of therollissues that we had,
some of therideissuesthat wehad,
some of thefloor characteristics,
those things have improved quite
alot. Everythingisbrand new,
all the suspension, everything’s
beenredone.”

Design‘no-brainer’
Despite the troubles at sometracks
last year, Mercedes has opted to
stick withitslonger wheelbase
chassis design, something that
Ferrarihasmoved toward with
itsnew challenger.

Mercedestechnical director
James Allison said sticking
with the longer platform was
anatural decision.

“Thelong wheelbaseis
something we decided very early
onwasanassettous,andI'm pretty

LEWIS:RUSH
FORIPEREEGTION

surewe’restillright on that,” hesaid.
“It’smuch, much easier havinga
decisionlike that under your belt,
becausethen you’renotrunning
two windtunnel programmes with
two wheelbases, two models, two
different things. You can be pretty
certain the gains you gotlast year
will beinherited by the carfor this
year.If you’re sure thelonger
wheelbaseisanasset, thenit’s
ano-brainertocarryitover.
“Therake of the caris something
youwork onall the time. Wetry to
make themechanical grip part of
our suspension work nicely with
theaerodynamic package,and
where we have a broad peak of our
bestrear downforce performance
isalittlelowerinride height than
someother cars. The peak rear
downforce moves up alittle bit
for this year’s car, but we certainly
won’tbeinthe sortof rake
territory that we saw the
RedBullsinlastyear.”

Hamilton got his first laps
™ in new F1 W09 last week

v

af s

Hamilton is the first Briton to lift four F1 world £it1es, and says he’s keen for a fifth
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F1 ROUND-UP

Hello,Halo

Fernando Alonso says there
shouldn’t be any debate about the
halo device, despite it stealing the
attention of many of last week’s
carlaunches. Mercedes head Toto
Wolff said he’d “take a chainsaw
toit”, while Red Bull’s Max
Verstappen said “It’s very ugly.

I’'m notlooking forward to it.”
However, Alonso said: “Thisis a
safety device, for the protection of
drivers, so there shouldn’tbe any
debate on that. Yeah, aesthetics
aren’tgreat atthe moment, but’'m
sure people will find a way to make
itlook much nicer.”

One for one

Sergey Sirotkin says that Robert Kubica
knew that F1 was “every man for
himself” as the pair went head-to-head
over the last Williams seat for this year.
Sirotkin got the nod, with Kubica joining
the team as reserve driver. The Russian
said: “Robert’s areally nice guy,and
lunderstand his position and truly
respect him. Butwe're not here to be
the good kids yielding and giving way
to each other. It's every man for himself,
and he understands that just as well. It
happened the way ithappened, and |
think we have anormal relationship.”

Quick Haas

Romain Grosjean says it’s critical
that Haas is within touching
distance of the fastest car at this
week’s first Barcelona test. The
American team struggled with an
unpredictable carlastyear,and
was 1.9s off the pace. Albeit that
was an improvement from the
2.5s deficit it had in its maiden
pre-season testin 2016. Grosjean
says that gap must come down
again. “Ildeally we need to be
within asecond of the fastest car
ontrack,” he said. “lwantto be
happy with the car and I want to
be able to know where we can
improve.lwantagood early
set-up for Melbourne.”

Engine parity

The FIA has mandated that engine
manufacturers must provide the exact
same specification of power units to
their customers as their works teams.
Anew instruction has beenissued
insisting that all engines from a brand
are capable of being operated in the
same way. An FlA technical directive
said the governing body wanted to
“ensure that all power units supplied by
one manufacturer are identical in all
respects, and we have good reason to
believe this is notthe case. All power
units should be identical, and should be
operated in anidentical way.”

Palmer’s new seat
Ousted Renaultracer Jolyon
Palmer will be part of the BBC’s
F1 radio team for this year.
Palmer joins Jennie Gow and
Jack Nicholls on the Radio 5 Live
commentary team, and will also
be an analyst.
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Renault set to hegin the 2018 season with limited engine power as it searches for better reliability

Renault will begin this
season with compromised
performance asitlooks to
play it safe with this year’s
stricter engine regulations.
With teams now only
allowed to run three engines
per car across the course of
the season—down from four -
reliability will be ata

premium and any early
failures are likely to hit

hard later in the campaign.

Assuch, Renault has said
it will start the year with
itsenginein aslightly
compromised mode to try
and ensure longevity.

“We have decided
voluntarily to make some

compromises for engine
number one in order to make
sure that we have theright
platform,” said Renault F1
boss Cyril Abiteboul. “If you
come to the firstrace and you
start with problems, then
thatisnotjustarace-it
compromises the whole
season. You cannot afford it.

“Itis about setting the
rightbaseline and building
aplan for the season. The
fewer engines you have the
morerigid youneed tobein
the implementation of
performance. So the focus
is very much on reliability.”

Abiteboul added that
Renault’snew R.E.18 engine

had undergone more testing
thanits hybrid predecessors.
“We have covered 11 times
the mileage on the dyno that
we had covered at the same
point last year —and we are
aiming to have 70,000km on
the dyno by race one, which is
huge. Itis something we have
never doneinthe V6era.”

;WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER z z , @MNmotorsEortl
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‘This is the
extreme sister car’

Inside new Mercedes, p20

motorsport-news.co.uk FEBRUARY 28 2018 5

By Rob Ladbrook

Daniel Ricciardo put Red Bull
Racing top of the timesheets on the
firstday of testing at Barcelona, on
an event that brought differing
fortunes for McLaren and former
engine partner Honda.

Onadaythat was afflicted by changing

conditions, Ricciardo’s morning best of

1m20.179s-set on Pirelli’smedium tyres

—proved to be the benchmark for the
day, aslight rain and cold temperatures
limited running in the afternoon as
Motorsport News closed for press.
Mercedes’ Valtteri Bottas was second
fastest, with Hamilton sixth on his
afternoon in the worst of the conditions.
Red Bullracked up 1051apsacrossthe
day tosit comfortably at the top of the
mileage charts, but foronceit was

Hondathatshoneinitsnewrelationship

with Toro Rosso. New Zealander
Brendon Hartley recorded a total of 93
lapsinthenew STR13, puttingthe team
second best—a stat that proved amarked
contrast for Honda-powered carsin
pre-season testing since thefirm’s
returntothe seriesin 2015.

Despitenotrunning Honda engines
anymore, McLaren suffered its now-
customary bad start to testing when
Fernando Alonso’s MCL33 was dumped
intothe gravel atthelastturn whena
rear wheel sheared after just five laps.

McLaren head Zak Brown played
down whathedescribed as “a wheel-nut
issue” saying: “We’refineandit’san
easy fix. That’s what testingisfor.T
think all teams will have a variety of
issuesthroughout testing, that’s exactly
whatit’s for. It wasno bigdeal forus.”

Alonsoreturnedtothetrack forthe
afternoon, butrecordedjust51lapsall
day, settingthe seventh fastest time on
super soft covers.

When asked if Honda’s upturn inform
onday one brought any extra pressure
toMcLaren, Brown added: “Ithink this
teamisused to having public pressure
and eyeson us. Weenjoy that, welike to
stepuptotheplate and thrive on
opportunity. We don’tfeel any extra
pressure that we don’talready puton
ourselves anyway.

“Themoodintheteamisgreatand
we’re excited for the new season. But
we’repaying attention toour
programme. Obviously Honda, we wish
them the bestand Toro Rossoisagreat
team. But we’re quite happy with where
we’resittingtoday.”

Photos: LAT
TESTTIMES)|
Date:Monday, Feb 26 Weather:Cold, occasional rain
POS | DRIVER | CAR/ENGINE/TYRE | TIME

1 Daniel Ricciardo Red Bull-Renault (M) 1m20.179s
2 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes (M) 1m20.349s
3 Kimi Raikkonen Ferrari (S) 1m20.506s
4 Nico Hulkenberg | Renault (M) 1m20.547s
5 Carlos Sainz Jr Renault (M) 1m22.168s
6 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes (M) 1m22.327s
7 Fernando Alonso | McLaren-Renault (SS) 1m22.354s
8 Brendon Hartley | Toro Rosso-Honda (S) 1m22.371s
9 Lance Stroll Williams-Mercedes (S) 1m22.452s
10 | Romain Grosjean | Haas-Ferrari (S) 1m22.578s
11 | Marcus Ericsson | Sauber-Ferrari (S) 1m23.408s
12 | NikitaMazepin Force India-Mercedes (M) 1m25.628s

Sergey Sirotkin Williams-Mercedes (S) 1m44.148s

Toro Rosso-Honda racked

up the testing mileage

Alonso lost the time to a “whee

Force India close to

name change, not sale

ForceIndiais highly likely to alter
itsname in time for the start of this
season, buthasrejected claimsthatit
issetto be bought out entirely.

Force India has been evaluatinganame
change for several months, suggesting
that removing the ‘India’ section may
boostits sponsorship opportunities.

Thetitle ‘Force One’ wasregisteredlast
year, butitis understood that plan has
fallen through.

Team chief operating officer Otmar
Szafnauer told Autosport. “There’sahigh
probability that it [the name change] will
happen before the firstrace of the year.

“We’re still working on itand we haven’t
quite pinpointed what the name change
will be, but we always said aname
change was coming.

“If it doesn’t happen by Melbourne
thenit’snot detrimental, there’s always
next year, butit would be a good thingto
doearlierrather thanlater.”

Last week the team also denied reports

thatit was on the verge of beingbought out
by the Rich Energy drinks company. Force

India stated that there was “no offer from
potential investors under consideration.”

Kevin Harvick won the

despite an early pitstop
problem dropping him to
19th. The Stewart-Haas
driver suffered awheelgun
issue and had to make an
extra stop, but it only took
him 36 laps to reclaim the
lead in arain-delayed race.
Brad Keselowskiwas
second with Clint Bowyer
thirdin aFord 1-2-3... Haas
junior drivers Santino Ferrucci
and Arjun Maini will both race for
Tridentin Formula 2 this season.
Ferruccijoined the team midway

! standings lastyear... Toyota
: plansto remain in the World
: Endurance Championship
¢ forthe2019/20season,

: provided it commits to

: building anew LMP1 car

: when new regulations are
: introduced the following

: year.Toyota’s current

: commitmenttotheseries

: runsuntil the end of the

: 2018/19 superseason. “We
! areinterested inthe 2020

finished ninth in the GP3

DTM could race atnight

The DTM is planningto
hostanightraceforthe
firsttimeinits historyat
Misano this year.

TheItalian circuitis one of
twonew venues for the series
in2018-along with Brands

: regulations, which underthe
: currentdiscussions means
: GTPrototype cars,” said

: technical director Pascal

: Vasselon. “Atthe moment

: wedon’tknow enough

: aboutthese regulations to
: really commit, butwe are

: interested. If ourinterestis
: confirmed whenthe

: regulations are known,

OUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

! through 2017, while Maini
NASCAR Cuprace at Atlanta, :

: naturally we will be there [in
1 2019/20].”... Anew endurance
. race planned at Monza next

: month has been cancelled due to
: alackofentries. The Targa 6H
 Monzawas due to be opento

: GT3/4,TCRand GroupCN

: prototype machinery. “We

: believe an endurance race

: should not take place withouta

: minimum starting grid of 20

: cars,"the organisers said...

: World Touring Car regular

. Tom Coronel will competein
| the new WTCR series this

year with a Boutsen Ginion
Honda Civic...

Hatch-and organisersare
currently workingonaplan
foratleastoneof theraces
tobeheldinthedark.

A spokesperson for series
promoter ITR said: “We plan
toorganisetheracesin

Misanointheevening. That’s
thebasicidea. Butthisis
stilla‘work in progress’.”
Theserieshasneverhelda
nightrace, but qualifying did
takeplaceinthedark atthe
Nurburgringin 2003.

Rowland secures
Williams F1 support

British racer Oliver Rowland has
joined Williams in a young driver
role for this year’s F1 campaign.
Rowland, who finished third in
Formula 2 last year, will drive
current F1 machinery for the
first time when he takes part
in the firstin-season test at
Barcelona, and will also
get simulator running.
“I’'mreally pleased,” said
Rowland, who will alsorace a
Manor-Ginetta in the World
Endurance Championship.
“Iwill be doing a lot of work at
the factory and I will drive in the
Barcelona test, and then possibly
more throughout the season,
depending on how that goes.”
The 25-year-old was Renault’s
F1 development driver last year
and had attempted to work his
way into Williams’ consideration
forits vacant second race seat
before Christmas, but admitted
his chances had been along shot.
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BOARDMAN RETURNS T0

One-time race winner to race in series for first time si

By Matt James

Tom Boardman will return
to the British Touring

Car Championship this
season at the wheel of one
of the AmDTuning.com
MG6 GTs.

The 34-year-old took partin
the BTCC’s top flightin 2010
and 2011 in his family-run
Special Tuning Racing SEAT
Leon, and took a victory
at Knockhillin his second
season. He finished 11th
in the pointsthat year.

Hehasalsotakenpart
in World Touring Car
Championship events, and
hislast tin-top outing was
in the TCR International
Seriesin 2015.

Boardman, from Preston,
said: “Inrecent months,
TI’dbeen lookingintothe
possibility of a programme
in TCR but when the chance
camealongtoreturntothe
BTCCinthe MG, it wasone
Igrabbed with both hands.

“I've always wanted to
returnto the series but until
now, therightdeal has never
comealong.

“From the moment we

Boardman previously competed in a SEAT Leon

started talkingto the
[AmDTuning.com] team,
everythinghasjustfallen
intoplaceand I'm
absolutely delighted
tohave signed with AmD
tomake acomeback.”
Team boss Shaun
Hollamby said that
Boardman’s race-winning
experience would help the
team perfect the MGs,
whichithastaken over
from Triple Eight Racing.
“When we agreed the deal
torunthe MGs, we were

THE BTCC IN AMD MG

since 2011

keen to make sure we got
therightdriversonboard
andin Tom, we feel we have
someone who candoavery
good job duringthe season
ahead,” said Hollamby.

“Hehas shown his ability
towinracesin the past,
whichisn’tan easy feat
inthisseries. Tobringa
driver with thatlevel of
experience on board is
greatforusasateam.”

Hollamby said that he was
stillin talksregarding the
second MG driver.

Boardman is AmD’s
first MG signing

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

James to Europe

The founder of the Walero base layers
brand, Fiona James, will step up to the
GT4 European Series in an Academy
Motorsport Aston Martin Vantage.
Experienced club racer James, who
previously raced a Praga in the Dutch
Supercar Challenge, will partner team
owner Matt Nicoll-Jones, who finished
second in the championship last year
with Will Moore.

Rishover/Spence back
LMP3 Cup pairing Jason Rishover and Jamie
Spence will compete in the category again
this year. The duo took four podiumsina
part-season last year but will now compete
with the 360 Racing squad. Elsewhere, Tony
Wells will join reigning champion Colin Noble
in the Ecurie Ecosse/Nielsen Racing line-up.

Maldonado stays

Manuel Maldonado, cousin of ex-Formula
1 driver Pastor, will remain with Fortec
Motorsportin BRDC British F3 this year.
The Venezuelan finished 12th in the
standings in 2017, taking a best result
of sixth, and is the first driver confirmed
with the team for this year. He was also
12th in the MRF Challenge this winter.

Grady to GTS5s

Former Ginetta Juniorand Renault UK Clio
Cup Junior driver Connor Grady will switch
to the GT5 Challenge this year. Grady will
compete as a privateer in the series after
finishing 13th in Ginetta Junior last term.

Brown-Nutley has been testing

Ex-Hunter Abhott BTCC Audi to make return in Britcar

Former Ginetta Junior racer Alex Day
will take partin the Britcar Sprint
seriesthisseasonin an ex-British
Touring Car Championship Audi A4.
Day, 18, has previously raced in Ginetta
Junior. He contested the majority of
the campaignin 2015 and finished 14th,
but only took partin asingleroundin
2016. He willracein Britcar alongside
hisfather Robert.

Karting champion
samples Clio car

Multiple karting champion
Jordan Brown-Nutley is
looking to move into car
racing this season and had
his first experience at the
wheel of one of Team Pyro
20Ten’s Renault Clios at
Donington Park last week.

tothe cartoo-itisdifferent from when
itrolled out of the BTCC paddock. We
have been able to beef up some of the
GPRM-supplied parts that the car had
torun with in the BTCC.
“Steppingintoa BTCC carisabigleap
for Alex, butI went to his first testin
the car at Donington Park recently and
hedidreally well. I think I will probably
be at acouple of hisraces this year too

Day was coached in Ginettas by BTCC tocheck on his progress.” The current Rotax Max
racer Rob Austin, whose team ran apair The Audi will be run by Reflex Racing Winter Cup and Rotax
of Audi A4dsinthe BTCCupuntil 2015. and Tollbar Racing. European Challenge

Austin’s car wasnicknamed ‘Sherman’
while his team-mate Hunter Abbott
drovea cardubbed ‘Panzer’.

“Istill have Sherman in my
workshop,” said Austin.
“But Alex will bein
Panzer. We have
donequitea

champion believes the time
isright to make the move.

“T have done most of my
racing in Europe and been
doingitnine years,” he said.
“There’s not much more to
prove so we are looking at
cars. I amnot interested

bit of work in single-seaters really, so
we are looking at tin tops
Team Dynamics’latest BritishTouring Car Championship Austin atthe moment.”
machine broke cover during testing in Spain earlier this week. was on Atpresent he hasno firm
Thelatest Honda CivicType Rwillbe drivenby Matt Nealand hand for plans in any specific series,
Dan Cammish-in forWTCR-bound Gordon Shedden-in2018. the car’s butis favouring the Clio Cup.

first test
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Retrning team expans for2018

Two Aston Martins for
Academy in British GT4

Academy Motorsport will expand to
field two Aston Martinsin thisyear’s
British GT4 Championship.
Theteamfielded a single car for Matt
Nicoll-Jones and Will Moore last term,
but will now doubleits efforts. Academy’s
entry brings the current number of
marquesin British GT4 this yeartoseven.
Danishracer Jan Jonck, 19, will crew
theteam’sfirst car,alongside 15-year-old
Ginetta Junior graduate Tom Wood.
Nicoll-Jones will race the second
caralongside an as-yet-unconfirmed
team-mate. “We were consistentin 2017
but couldn’t demonstrate what the car
is capable of until thefinal rounds,” said
Nicoll-Jones. “Thatlaid the foundations
forustoexpandback totwo cars.
Everythingisinplace forustohaveagood
runatboth titles [drivers’ and teams’].”
MNunderstands that Mooreis still in
talks with Academy over the vacant seat.

Caldwell joins Prema for
European F4 title bids

Italianand German Formula4racer Olli
Caldwell hasjoined the frontrunning
Prema squad for his first full season of
single-seaterracing.

Caldwell, who claimed his maiden win
inthe UAE seriesat Yas Marina attheend
of last year, raced in Europe as well as
Britain after turning 151ast June but
hasdecided tofocus on the German
andItalian categories thisterm.

Hehasnowjoined the Premasquad -
the team that powered Juri Vipsand
Marcus Armstrongtothe German and
ITtalian titles, respectively,in 2017.

“Thisisan amazing chance tomakemy
international breakthrough and, with
their superbon-track record, I can’t wait
tomakeithappen,” said Caldwell.

Premateam principal Angelo Rosin
added: “Olli already has a good amount
of experience with different cars. That’s
quite impressive consideringheisonly 15.
Hehasall thatittakestoimpressin2018-
Ican’'t waittosee ourteam on-track to
start preparations for the season ahead.”

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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Davidson makes
switch to Aston

Ex-DTMracer Maxime Martin will
makeitfive Aston Martinfactory
World Endurance Championship
driversin British GT this year, after
signingup topartner reigning GT Cup
champion Graham Davidson.

Belgian Martin and Davidson will
shareasingle Vantage GT3toberun
by the same Jetstream Motorsport
team thatran Davidson’s McLaren 12C
GT3tothe GT Cup crown last term.

Theteam builtits businessrunning
Nobles,and hasalsofielded carsin
the Time Attack series.

Martin, 31, had been a fixture of
BMW’sfactory DTM team inrecent
years before switchingallegiance to
become an AMR driver for the World
Endurance Championship this term.
Heisthefifth works Astonracertojoin
British GT this year—following Jonny
Adam, Darren Turner, Marco Sorensen
and Nicki Thiim. With the WEC
switchingtoamulti-year superseason,
drivers have become available for
national championships withno
clashes between WEC and British GT.

Scotsman Davidson, 32, beganracing

in2013in Scotland, and hassince been a
regularin club competition at the wheel
of his converted Noble race car before
movingon tohistitle winning McLaren.

“It’sabigyearformeasBritish GT
will bea huge step up for myself and
theteam, but wefeel ready forit,”
said Davidson. “The Astonisan
ex-Motorbase Performance car.

“We opted for that as the Vantage
isanolder model and the partsare
easier tosource and cheaper, butit’s
still really competitivein British GT.
Ilooked at gettinganew McLaren, but

SAMSUNG SDI
Martin left BMW for Aston in ’18

felt waitinga year was a better option.

“Foranew team, Jetstream hasalot
of experience and I think people will be
impressed with what we can achieve.
Havingadriver of Maxime’s calibre
willundoubtedly help toextractthe
maximum from the package.Ithink
T'lllearnahuge amount from him and
Icouldn’task for a better mentor for
my first British GT season.”

Martin will be unable totest the carat
the series’ media day at Donington next
month dueto existingcommitments.
Ross Gunn will substitute for that event.

Ex-BTCC driver Taylor-Smith gets Bentley drive in Blancpain Endurance Championship

British Touring Car
Championshiprace-winner Aron
Taylor-Smith will contest this
year’s Blancpain GT Series Sprint
Cup with Team Parker Racing.
Taylor-Smith, who won four
BTCCracesusing Fordand
Volkswagen machinery, will share
oneof Team Parker’s Bentley
Continental GT3s with Briton
Josh Caygill for the full Sprint
Cupseason. The pair willrun
inthesilver cupclass.
Taylor-Smith said: “Joining the

isliterally adream cometrue
andrepresentsamilestone
momentinmy career.

“We completed our first test
recently and it’s apparent that
everyoneintheteamisdedicated
toachievingsuccess. Ifeel
extremely lucky tobelearning
from the best, while in the few
daysI've spent gettingto know
Joshit’sclear how fastand
dedicated heis.'mreally looking
forward to seeing what we can
achieve together.

from whatI’vedrivenin the past,

Team Parker Racingisalso

andIthink that’s what excites expected toenter the Blancpain

methemost.” Endurance category, with
Caygill mostrecently competed itsdriverline-up tobe

inthesingle-make AudiTT Cup announced soon.

and Blancpain Endurance Series
with the works WRT Audi team.
The Yorkshiremansaid: “There’sa
really good atmosphere within the
team and both myself and Aron are
working well together already.
“Iknow first-hand how
competitive Blancpain Endurance
is,butI'mlooking forward to the

Bentley Motorsport head Brian
Gush added: “With the M-Sport
factory team switchingitsfocusto
the second-generation Continental
GT3anditsdevelopmentinthe
Endurance Cup, it wasimportant
for Bentley toretain a presence
inthe Sprint category. Team
Parker’s experience makes

Team Parker Racing won BGT with Morris and Parfitt

Team Parker Bentley programme

“The carisabigstepforward shorter Sprintraces.”

themanideal candidate.”

Hutchison will get different team-mates for Blancpain

Scotsman Finlay Hutchison share with former Porsche

willmountadual campaignin Carrera Cupracer Daniel opportunity tobedoinga The weather will bealot colder
both British and European GT4 McKay, with the pair forming double programme with all of attheBritish tracks,soI'll
thisseason with the Equipe anallsilver-graded entry. the extraseattimeit will give need toadaptmy driving style

Verschuur Autosport team.

The 18-year-old from Dundee
willraceaMcLaren 570S GT4
inboth categories, butalongside
differingteam-mates.

For British GT Hutchison will

For European GT4, Dutchman
and 1999 Formula Ford Festival
winner Ricardo van der Ende
will co-drive thecar.

“I'mreallylooking forward
toracinginthe UK aswell as

me,” said Hutchison.

Europethisyear,it’sagreat

“Dan has some good
experiencesoit’ll be great
towork with him, I'm sure
we’llbeastrong pairingand
we know Equipe Verschuur

and European GT4 effort

will deliver a competitive car.

alittlebittosuit that, butit’sa
greatchallenge.

“Pairingup with Ricardoin
Europe, last year’schampion,
isexcitingandtheplanis

definitely to gofor thetitle.”

Ricardo van der Ende and Dan McKay share Finlay Hutchison’s GT4s
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Breck swaps Civicfor five-litre Capri

Mustang-engined Capri
to race with CTCRC

Tin Topracer Alan Breck will swap
fromracingaHonda Civictoa
Ford Capripowered by a five-litre
Mustangengine.

He plansto contest the Classic
Touring Car Racing Club’s Blue
Oval Saloon Series as well as some
Classic Sports Car Club events.

The structural engineer from Herne
Bay was at Lydden Hill earlier this
month to try the car for the first time.

Breck, 47, said: “It’sabsolutely
awesome to drive—areal monster.

It’s certainly a step up from the Civic
TypeRIracedlastyear.”

Atthestart of the day Breck was
crunching the gears when changing
down but he solved the problem by
swapping hisracingboots for trainers
with a wider sole so that he could
heel-and-toe properly.

The first event for Breck and the
Capri will be the CTCRC’s season-
opener on March 24/25 at Silverstone.

Glover has previously raced ST

Glover to make Fiesta

comehack after crash

Fiesta Championship podium
finisher Tim Glover will return
tothe seriesthis year after his 2017
season ended prematurely witha
big crash at Cadwell Park.

Glover will campaigna Class C
Fiesta ST prepared by Daniels
Motorsport. Hehad switched to
aClassD Zetec Slast year, twice
finishing second in classat the
Brands Hatch opener. But the car
was written off in qualifyingat
thenext meeting after barrel-rolling
ina100mphaccident.

“Ithink I've done enoughracing
foritnottoaffectme,” Glover said
of theaccident. “It was good to have
afewmonths outand regroup, but
thelure of gettingback intoitistoo
much.Thadalook atafew different
seriesbutIdon’tthink there’sabetter
front-wheel drive, club-level tin-tops
championship than the Fiestas.

“I'wanttopush myself against the
bestdrivers.Ifeltthatthe ST classis
thebesttodothat.”

Glover will test the car for two days
ahead of the opening weekend at
Brands Hatch on March 24/25.

By Robert Ladbrook

Scottish Mini Cooper
Cup starJoe Tanner will
return to racing this
year,competing inthe
Mini Challenge JCW
Championship with
the Jamsport squad.
Tanner wasrunner-upin
the Scottish Cooper classin
2013,’14and’15buthasn’t
raced regularly since 2015
when he stepped back
from the sporttobuild his
helmet painting business.

Hewasalso Scottish
Formula Ford champion
in 2005, and sporadically
racedinthe Duratec-
powered Britishand Danish
championshipsaspart of
the Aquilafactory team.

The 34-year-old will now
handle a JCW for Jamsport,
whichis planningamulti-car
attack onthe Mini Challenge,
havingalready signed Ford
Fiesta Junior champion
Jack Davidson.

“It’sabigyearformeas
Idon’tthink there’sabetter

NNERICOM
MINI GHII LLE NGE

championshipinthe UK
outside of touringcarsthan
the Mini JCWs,” said Tanner.
“T'venever driven one, but
Iknowit’llbeahugestep
upinpower and grip over

the Scottish cars, which

are pretty basic.

“Jamsport know what
they’redoingwitharace
car,and that’simportant
astheJCWsaretechnical
little things and seem quite
closelyrelated toatouring
car, so havingtheright
set-upiscrucial.”

=\
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Collard is another to make to Mini move

Jordan Collardisaiming to win
the Mini Challenge Rookie Cup
inhismaiden season in the series.

Collard, son of BMW works
British Touring Carracer Rob,
finished eighth in last year’s
Ginetta Junior standings. He
will join former Mini Challenge
champion Charlie Butler-
Henderson and Rob Smith in
the Mini UK team.

The 17-year-old has already
conducted five test days,and has
more running planned before

Tanner has developed helmet-
painting company while away

the opening meetingof the
season at Oulton Park at Easter.

Collard said: “Thereislots
tolearn, butitisagreatcar—
every timelIgetoutof it, Ihave
ahuge grin on my face.

“Iam going from rear-wheel
drive tofront-wheel drive, and
fromroad tyrestoslicks.
Thereissomuch togetmy head
around, and thelevel of the
championshipis very high.I
have my sights on the Rookie
Cup, butitis goingtobetough.”

Four SMRC series to head to Anglesey

Four of the Scottish Motor
Racing Club’s series will
visit Anglesey this May as
partof the club’s largest
away event in recent seasons.

The Scottish Legends,
Mini Cooper Cup, BMW,
Fiesta,and Hot Hatch
championships will all visit
the Welsh circuit as part
of aBritish Automobile
Racing Club meeting on
May 26/27.In the past,
series have often had
away rounds individually
atdifferent circuits rather
than all together.

The Scottish Legends will
join up with the National
series—as was successfully

donelast year —the Minis
will have two standalone
races, while the BMWs,
Fiestas and Hot Hatches
will sharea grid.

“Everyone seems to be
looking forward toit,” said
club competitions director
Steve Burns. “We canvassed
thedrivers and the Legends
drivers wanted to go anyway
because they enjoyed the
eventlast year. We did a
driver survey for the Minis
tosee where they wanted
to goaway and the majority
preferred Anglesey so that
fitted in well.”

The clubwill also hold a
Go Motorsport Live event

Minis will have away day

alongside its traditional
pre-season test day on
March 18.

“It’s our main pre-season
test day so we’re usingitas
away of encouraging new
peopleinto the sport,”
added Burns. “We’ll have
scrutineers on hand and
doctorsto carry out medicals
as well as driver coaches.
All the people they need
to speak to will be there.”

Walker and Mansell to

open Thruxton Centre

Nigel Mansell and Murray Walker
will open the new Thruxton
hospitality centre as part of
the venue’s50th anniversary
meetinginJune.
The £2million new Thruxton
Centreisthelatest partof
the circuit’smodernisation
programme and will be opened
by Walker and Mansell on June 3.
“I'vebeen commentating at
Thruxton since the early 1950s,
notably at motorcycleraces,
the great Formula T'wo events
and the thrilling British Touring
Car Championship,” said Walker.
“Iloveitsfriendly atmosphere
and am honoured tojoin my
mate Nigel Mansell for the opening

Walker wﬂl opennew bu.lld.mg

of this superbnew building.”

Mansell added: “Iremember
Thruxton very fondly from
my early racingdays, asavery
fast,demandingcircuit where
Ienjoyed several excitingand
successfulraces.”

The June celebration
meeting will feature high-speed
demonstrations from a 1983
Williams FW08C Formula1 car
while Mansell’s title-winning
FW14B 1992 car will be on display.
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‘ERA challenge to
run at Impney’

One-make contest, below
Photos: LAT, Paul Lawrence

WORKSHOP

FORD ESCORT
RS1700T

Restorer:Ian Gwynne from
BGMsport

It’s taken a while

“It's been afive-year project.
We took delivery of a project
in pieces and all the major
components were there

with the original bodyshell,
Cosworth BDT engine, the
transaxle and all four corners.
All the important bits were
there. It came back from South
Africaand aguyinthe UK
bought it as a project but, for
whatever reason, didn't follow
it through.”

Itran for the first time
“We bought it about five
years ago and Race Retro on
Saturday was its first outing.

I don't want to think about
how many hours we putinto it.
But it has been a worthwhile
projectand itis what we do as
abusiness. To save a car that
is so rare and so unique and
to bring itto an event like
Race Retro and demonstrate
itis fabulous.”

Ithas been totally
restored

“We had to make quite a few
bits but we had the major
original components with the
car. Everything has been rebuilt
and it didn't look like the
bodyshell had done a massive
amount of work. There was
nothing missing that couldn’t be
re-manufactured, either from
drawings or from a pattern. The
biggest part of these projects is
the research and trying to put
together the jigsaw of how the
car should be. What we have
discovered is thatall 18 cars
that were built are all potentially
very different. It was a prototype
and development car so none of
them were the same.”

Alister McRae drove it
“Itis fabulous and Steve
Rimmer, who we built the car
for, came over from the States
to seeit running. He went out
with Alister McRae on its first
run at Race Retro and Steve got
out of the car with a big grin.”

Itwillbe keptin
running order

“At the minute the engine

runs at about 350bhp but it is
capable of alot more. That’s
plenty for now. The BDT is the
same as the RS200 engine
butthe Hewland transaxle is
probably alot rarer. All of the
suspension components are
unique to the car. We've built it
properly and it needs running,
butit also needs looking after.”

Ford was a showstopper

By Paul Lawrence

CHAMPS REU
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Theday’s sport will takein

Eighty years of the Prescott
hillclimb course will be
celebrated with a special
eventon Saturday (July 14)
featuring a reunion of
former hill record holders.
Aswellasafullday of
competitive action for 150 cars,
araft of formerrecord holders
will gather at the hill, which
wasfirstused on May 15, 1938.

around of the Aldon Pre-"72
Championship and will feature
aclassof Bugattis. Thehill has
been owned and operated since

the start by the Bugatti Owners’

Club, which will mark its 90th
anniversary nextseason.
Stuart Webster, general
manager at Prescott, said:
“Itwillbean event to celebrate
the 80-year history of Prescott
involvingas many hill record

lﬂlgjnames)return}Uﬂlnucestershlre venue]for/July, specla

2/

holders as possible. We’ve got
morethan 20 planningtocome.”
When an extended version
of the hill was opened in 1960,
lengtheningitfrom the original
880 yardsto 1128 yards, David
Boshier-Jones was the first
record holder and heis
planningtoattend along with
his brother Peter. Also expected
arehillclimb grandeeslike
David Franklin, Martin
Bolsover, Martyn Griffiths,
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Stirling Moss was
a Prescott regular

David Graceand Alister
Douglas-Osborn, while Chris
Cramer planstocompetein
the Gould 84 and multiple
British hillclimb champion
Scott Moran will be there with
hislater Gould.
Somesignificant cars will be
onstaticdisplay includingthe
Marsh4WD and some record-
holding Bugattis, whileall the
record holders will climbinto
suitable carsforaparade.

Cam-Am cars could feature at Oulton Park’s Gold Cup meeting

Can-Am carscouldraceat Oulton
Park forthefirsttime in decades
asthePre-’80 Endurance Series
joinstheroster for the Gold Cup
meetingin August.

New for2018is a class for Can-
Am carsand thismove could put
the monstrous sports-racers onto

for thefirst time since the Atlantic
Computers GT Championship
racesinthe 1980s.
Alsonewisarevisedrace
format of two 30-minute sprints
per weekend and the schedule
will include Silverstone GP (June
16/17) and Brands Hatch GP

concludes with the chance to
race at Spa-Francorchamps
(14-16 September).

Grahame White of the HSCC
said: “There are not too many
placestoraceaperiod Can-Am
car these days so we hope that
some of them will join the

an—Am t Ceshire? the Oulton Park circuit, possibly (June 30/July 1). The season Pre-’80grid.”
Yorkshire to host F5000 to rock Huff set for busy
Lombard retro run | [eiCUEEE historic race season

The organisers of Lombard
Rally Bath have unveiled a
new retroeventfor Yorkshire
attheend of April2019.

Mintex Rally Yorkshire
will be a non-competitive
event celebrating Yorkshire’s
rallyingheritage and priority
will be given to those who
missed out on an event for
this October’s oversubscribed
Bath event.

Thenew event will be based
in York, period HQ for the RAC
Rally, and will follow a similar
formattothe Batheventwitha
tour on Saturday. The morning
willinclude Harewood
(hillclimb and house),
Bramham Park and Esholtand
the afternoon will include the
asphalt military roads of
Catterick Garrison.

F5000 classics for Members Meeting

A spectacularline-up of as
many as to 30 Formula 50008
will take partin high-speed
demonstration sessionsat
the Goodwood Members’
Meeting(March 17/18).
Tomark the50th
anniversary of the US debut
of the stock-block V8-engined
single-seater category, a
superbfield of the carsfrom
thelate 1960s and 1970s will
runatthe Sussex track.

Carsfrom the category
have never appeared in public
at Goodwood and rarely, if
ever, have 30 Formula 5000s
graced one UK event.

Carsfrom famous makes
including Lola, Chevron,
Trojan, McRae, McLaren,
Shadow, Surtees, Gurney
Eagle, Marchand therare
Hepworth Ferguson four-
wheel drive hillclimb car
will be at Goodwood.

Rob Huff willrace atleast four
historic carsthis season amid
programmesin the World and
Chinese Touring Car series.

Huff willracealongside Richard
Meinsinthe Group Craceatthe
LeMans Classicin July. Huff will
racea Spice while Meins enters
his Silk Cut Jaguar. The season
startsat Goodwood when he shares
aFord Capri withMeinsatthe
Members Meeting.

They will alsorace thefamous
CUT 7Jaguar E-typeandaclassic
Ford GT40in the Spa Classic Six-
Hours event.

INSIGHT: SILVERSTONE’S NEW WORLD RALLYCROSS CIRCUIT

Impney’s ERA battle
The Chateau Impney Hill Climb
and the Bugatti Owners’ Club

will be jointly awarding the ERA
Challenge Trophy again this
season. Itwill go to the best
performance by an ERA or ERA-
engined caratboth LaVieen
Bleu at Prescott and the Chateau
Impney event, which run on back-
to-backweekends in July.

Streetwise Stratos
The sublime Lancia Stratos of Steve
Perez will top the historic entries on the
Rally Tendring and Clacton on April 22.
The Stratosis regularly used on events
like Rally Mallorca, but will now contest
the first closed-road eventin England.
Other historic entries include James
Slaughter (Ford Escort Mk2), Peter
Horsburgh (Mini Cooper S) and

East Anglian ace Ben Friend in his
Escort Mk2.

Classic Saab onshow
Blackpool-based lan Clark
showed his homage to the 1971
RAC Rally-winning Saab 96 V4 at
Race Retro. The result of three
years of work, the Saab made its
public debut atthe Castle Combe
Rallyday last Septemberwhen
Stig Blomqvist drove it. Clark will
now take partin October’s Bath-
based RAC Rally retro event.

Willie’s full year

Chris Willie is planning a full Historic
F2 campaign in his Chevron B29 after
aseries of problems last year. The
Cheltenham driver plans to start

his season at Hockenheim in April.
“Iraced akart on the old Hockenheim
trackinthe 1980s,” he said of his only
previous visit to the German venue.

New MG racers

Two young newcomers have
committed to the MGCC Sprite/
Midget Challenge this season.
Abigail Witt,22, who is new to
racing, will follow her father

lan into the series in the Midget
used by Peter Hiley to win the
1988 and 89 titles, while 18-year-
old Edward Weston will join his
father Dave in a Class A Midget.

Hindley is back

Former TVR Tuscan Challenge
champion and Porsche ace Phil
Hindley will contest the new 2.0L Cup
for pre-1966 versions of the Porsche
911 this season. Hindley will race a car
owned by one of the clients of his Tech
9 Porsche business and hopes to tend
another car foracustomer. “The cars
are great fun to drive,” said Hindley of
the new series created by Peter Auto
in France.

Classic F3 for hire
The 2017 Classic F3
championship-winning Ralt RT3
is for hire for this season via Peter
Sneller's BIOS-sport operation.
Gaius Ghinn owns the carand won
last year’s title but cannot commit
to a full programme this year so
the caris available with full back-
up from formerracer Sneller’s
team at a competitive price.

FF2000 at Charade
The Historic FF2000 pack will have
the chance to race at the famous
Charade trackin France atthe end

of May inanon-championship event.
Series promoter Alan Morgan hopes
to take enough cars for a stand-alone
race at the track that is the modern
iteration of the classic Clermont-
Ferrand French Grand Prix track.

PAGE 29
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RACE RETRO SPECIA

Q&A

MIKI
BIASION

The former double World Rally

Championwasastar guest
atRaceRetro

Biasion: Lancia supporter

Are you enjoying

the event?

“lam amongrally cars, rally fans and
engines, so lamvery well. The noise
ofthe older engines is much better
thanthe modern engines. Therally
cars ofthe 1970s and 1980s,

like the cars here this weekend,

are fantastic. Motorsport without
noise is not motorsport!”

How did you getinto

the sport?

“Ihave always loved cars and
where | was bornin northern Italy
there were no circuits and the only
way to see motorsport was to
follow the rallies and we had many
importantralliesinthe area. Sol
grew up withmy heartinrallying.
Sandro Munari was not so far
away and so | followed his results
and my ambition was to become
afactory Lancia driver like him.”

Why Munari?

“Munari was driving a Fulviaand
thenthe best car ever, the Stratos.
Inever drove a Stratos in
competition in my career because
Iwastooyoung. Thereisa
wonderful Stratos in the exhibition
here at Race Retro. Today, if | could
have a carin my dining room at
home it would be a Stratos.”

The Group Blegend
gYOWS...

“I think that Group B was crazy. We
had 500bhp and 900kg driving
between two lines of spectators
inthe snow andice with not so

very good brakes and tyres. [t was
acrazy eraof motorsport but it
was also fantastic.”

ByPaul Lawrence

will be original cars. Thereisalot

of enthusiasm forit.”

Group Brally cars will make a
rare return to competition this
summerin anew hillclimb
competition called Ralli22.

The three-round series will cater
forrally cars from a 22-year period,
spanning 1982 to0 2004, and will include
Group B cars that were banned from
# rallyingin1986. Many period Group B

2 carshavenotcompetedin UK
motorsportfor 32 years. However, speed
eventregulations allow them to compete
and series promoter Steve Davis has
arranged three dates covering Prescott,
Chateau Impney and Shelsley Walsh.

“We're goingtolimitittoamaximum
of 50 carsand willrunupto25ineach
event,” said Davis. “We want tofocus
ontheright carsand most of them

There will be classes for four-wheel
drive, front-wheel drive and rear-wheel
drive and there will be scope for owners
totake partin demonstration rather
than competition runsif they prefer.
Butitisintended tobeaserious
timed competition.

Ralli22 builds on successful demo
eventsat Chateau Impney and Shelsley
Walsh lastsummer. “Thereis potential
to grow beyond three eventsin 2019,”
said Davis, who added thatthe cars
would be well-suited to any closed
road hillclimbs that may be planned
inthefuture.

Thethree datestakein Prescott’s
Midsummer Speed Festival (June 23),
ChateauImpney (July 7/8)and
Shelsley’s Classic Nostalgia (July 28/29).

RALLIZ2 GOMPETITON
TOHOST GROUP B CARS

WRC monsters will battle for a new hillclimb showdown in the UK in 2018
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Group B will take

Ll to the hills in 2018

STAR CARS

1 McLaren M14A
This was one of only
three McLaren M14As
built for the 1970 Grand

Prix season, and graced
the feature display
at Race Retro.

This was the final
F1 McLaren that was
conceived and raced
by Bruce McLaren,
who died testing a
Can-Am carat
Goodwood inJune
1970, six weeks after
taking his M14A to
second place at Jarama.

Based around
amonocoque and a
Cosworth DFV engine,
the M14A was the car
that kept the McLaren
operation racing after
the death of the
company'’s founder
and guiding light.

McLaren finished
fifthinthe 1970
constructors’ battle.

2ConnewF1
With just one grand
prix, the 1972 Austrian,
underits beltinthe
hands of Frenchman
Francois Migault, the
sole Connew F1 car
was put into storage
in 1973 and stayed
there for four decades.
Finally, the original
design and build team
of Peter Connew, Barry
Boorand Roger Doran
setabout restoring
this ultra-low budget
F1 challenger.
After more than
two years of work, the
resplendent Cosworth
DFVracerwas ready to
show at Race Retro.
Aside fromacouple
of European F5000
racesin 1973, this
was the car'sfirst public
appearance since
its brief flirtation with
grand prixracing.

3 Mallock Mk3
Oldracing cars are
still being foundin
barns and that's the
story behind the
Mallock U2 Mk3 project
on show with Mallock
Sports as the marque
beginsits 60th
anniversary season.

This Mk3 sports-racer,
now nearing completion
ofaground-up
restoration, was
unearthed froma
collectioninabarnin
Walesandis likely to
have been one of only
afew such chassis built
by Major Arthur Mallock
in 1963, intended for
use inthe 750MC's
1172 Formula.

lts future is with
new owner Chris Cullum
who planstofielditin
some French hillclimbs
this season from his
homeinLyon.

4 Chevron B8
Thisis abig yearforthe
Chevron B8 as Derek
Bennett's sports-racer
hits 50 years old. Onthe
HSCC stand wasthe
newly-acquired B8
chassis DBE/39 of
Westie Mitchell.

Rarely, this was a left-
hand-drive model for
German racer Nikolaus
Killenberg for racingin
1968 and 1969 before
he sold it to Dutchman
Kees Kwinkelenberg
whoraced it until 1973
andthen parkeditin
the office of his
transport company.

Leo Kemmerbought it
in 2003 and restored it,
racingitoncein 2012.
However, following his
deathin 2014, his family
finally sold the carlate
lastyearand itis now
backinthe UK forthe
firsttime since 1968.

5 Lotus 79
From the Richard Mille
Collection wasthe
striking British racing
green/Martini-liveried
Lotus 79, chassis 79/5,
raced by Mario Andretti
during 1979 whenthe
Lotus 80 proved a
troublesome project.
Colin Chapman’s 79
was the dominant force
inthe 1978 season but
the 80 did notkeep Lotus
atthe head of the pack
andthe 79 was soon
pressed backinto
service forasecond
season. Chassis 5
was the final 79 to be
builtand was raced
by Andretti for much of
the season with several
decentresults, but the
opposition had upped
its game and the 79
could never be the
winning package it had
beenayearearlier.

6 Austin 1800
Tomark the 50th
anniversary of the
1968 London-Sydney
Marathon, several
original cars were on
showincluding the
Austin 1800 ‘VLM
128G This was one of
sixworks cars built for the
10,000-mile adventure
and was entered by the
Royal Navy. It duly
finished 31stand was
remarkably undamaged
by this most challenging
of rallies.

ltwas flown back to
the UK straight after the
marathon finished and
has since been owned
by Adrian Bonner
for38years.ltisa
remarkable time warp car
from one of the sport’s
most ambitious events
and s on the button
despite being locked
away for most of the time.

MGs are popular in 2018

Dolton ramps up
Triple M interest

Theoldest element of
the MG Car Club’sracing
programme, the Triple M
Register, isundergoinga
renaissance and will feature
fourracedates this season.
The Triple M brand covers
pre-war MGsand, acouple
of yearsago, wasdowntoa
singlerace meeting. But,
inspired by 1935 MG PB
racer Mark Dolton, support
hasbeenrekindled and there
willnow be four events this
season, twoat MGCCrace
meetings and two with the
Vintage Sports Car Club.
Doltonand the MGCCrace
team have been encouraging
ownerstobringtheir cars
back tothe grid and want
toget30carsat Brands
Hatch (April 28/29) for the
Mary Harris and Kimber
Trophy races.

DaveWright
was one of the
top performers
ontherally
stage atRace

Retrowith
exuberant
handling of

his ex-works

Ford FocusWRC| i

London-Sydney Marathon to he remembered

The50th anniversary of the 1963
London-Sydney Marathon will be
celebrated at the Heritage Motor
Centre at Gaydon on Sunday July 29.
Event creator Ted Taylor hopes
toattractoriginal cars and crews
from thefirst major competitive
marathon of modern timesand
the day will include a parade of

survivingcars.

Prideof placein thethemed Race
Retrodisplay went to carnumber 1
from the 1968 event, the recently-
restored Ford Cortina GT of the
late Bill Bengry.

Justover half of the 100 crews
who started from Crystal Palace on
November 24 madeittothefinish
in Sydney on December 18 after

covering 10,000 miles.

D HOW MIKE BUSHELL BOUNCED BACK TO THE BTCC

Cortna GTwas aLondon-Sydney challenger
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: Loeb has tested

ByDavid Evans

Sebastien Loeb has apologised
to Craig Breen for costing the
Irishman his seat at next
month’s Rally Mexico.
Thenine-time World Rally champion
istackling three rounds of this year’s
series—Mexico, Corsicaand Spain-—
whenhe willdrive the French firm’s
second C3 WRCinplace of Breen.
Loebwastalkingto MNfollowing his
two-day Spanish test in preparation for
nextmonth’s Leon-based WRC round.
Asked about Breen’s position, Loeb
said: “Itmust be frustratingfor him.
Hedid areally good rally in Sweden,
butontheothersideIdon’tdecide
anything. Citroen propose me afew
rallies,I’'msorry thatIam takinghis
car, butit’sjustlikethat.”
Citroenisonly funding two factory
carsoneach WRCround thisseason.
AbuDhabi’sKhalid Al Qassimi will
drivea C3 WRC on selected outingsasa
partner tothe team and Mads Ostberg
paid for his outingin Sweden. The
decisiontorunatwo-carteam was
taken by PSA chief Carlos Tavares.
Tavares denied swapping Loeb for
Breen, whois 16 years younger than
the 78-time world rally winner, wasa

contravention of thefirm’slauded
youngdriver development programme.

“Loebisamember of our family,”
Tavarestold MN. “He [Breen]isout
of the car forjust threerallies, not
sixorseven.”

Loebreturnstoagravel-specification
World Rally Car for thefirst time since
2012 early nextmonth, and admits he’s
asintrigued asanybody tofind out
where his pace willbe.

“Idon’tknow if Iwill bein the
rhythm,” hesaid. “IknowIwill havea
good position on theroad and that will
helpme onthefirstday, butfortherest,
it’sreally difficult to make any plan.
It’'stoolongthatIdidn’tdrivein this
level of rallying: six yearsand Ididn’t
doagravelrally.Iam curious to know
after thefirststageshowIam.”

Loebdrove the C3fortwo daysin
Almeria, southern Spain last week,
admittinghe wasimpressed with the
development of the car since hislast
single day of running—alsoin Spain but
closeto Lloretde Marin September.

Hetold MN: “The carfeelsabit easier
todrive sinceltestedlastyear,the
feeling for me was better and the car was
easiertohandle.Ididn’t make any big
changes with the car,Iwastryingto
adapt the car tomy driving, so there

Tavares says that Loeb is “family”

were some changes in the diffsand
suspension. The carfelt quite good

from the start. How good? It’s difficult
for metocompare becauseIdidn’tdrive
another World Rally Car. But goingback
tothe DS 3, nearly everythingis better—
the car was easy to use and the engine
was working well.”

One of Loeb’sonly concerns about his
return will be working with pacenotes
again—heand co-driver Daniel Elena
used a very different method of route
guidance during the Dakar, the event
which has been thefocus of theirrally
effortfor thelast three years.

Loeb said: “Ithink the most difficult

ﬁ new car on gravel

fﬁﬂ

CraigBreenwasastaron Rally Sweden but W111 make way for Mexico

thing will be to trust the notesand
takeasgood notesasIhadinthe past.
Especially Ithink the most difficult for
meisthatIdidn’tdothese stagesfor
six years, but the others have done two
passes of recce and two passes of rally
since—thatmakesabigdifference.”
Counteringany lack of recent
familiarity with theroadsis Loeb’s
incredible success in Mexico. In his
eight startson the season’s highest-
altitudetest, he scored six winsand
remains unbeaten in Guanajuato since
Petter Solberg won the 2005 event.
“Iwill try not to have some pressure
onmy shoulders for thisrally,” said

Loeb. “Thave come back because
Ilove the sensation of drivingarally
car. For the [manufacturer] points, we
didn’t speak really aboutit. Citroen
chosean old driver, so they know it
canbe complicated! ButIwilldolike
every time, Iwill drivelike Ifeeland
we will see where we are.
“Theobjectiveis tohave fun. First of
all, that’s why we decided to come back;
we knew it would be difficult to come
back after six years without rallies and
six years without beingin Mexico.
Ireally don’t know whatIcan expect.
Thefeeling was quite good in the test
and I'mlookingforward tobeingthere.”

SILVERSTONE’S NEW WORLD RX TRACK IS READY FOR BUSINESS > > OPAGE 28
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‘Rokland will tackle
Junior BRC'in 2018’

Norwegian’s challenge, pl17

Photos: FIA ERC, parcferme.no

ChrisIngramisready to
end Britain’s European
Rally Championship
droughtin2018—with the
Manchesterstarinthe
runningforafront-line
R5driveintheseries.

The 23-year-old won last
season’s ERC Junior U27
titleand pocketed €100,000
(£87,000) towards a shot at
becomingthefirst Briton
" toliftthemain European

= titlesince VicElfordin

1967.Ingram has spent the
winter chasingadditional
sponsorshipinan effort
tobuild his prizeintoa

v fightingfund for2018. The

| ERCstartswith Rally
Azoreson March 22-24.
~ “Itgoeswithoutsaying
. thatwe could always use
morebacking,” Ingram
& told MN,“butthingsare
lookingreally good for
thisseason. I've still got
acouple of options out
thereintermsof what
. carwe’regoingtobeusing
inthe ERC, but the chance
tofinally bestartinga
fullyearinan R5isso
exciting—it’swhatI've

important thingfor meis
togetsomeseat time [in
theR5 car] before thefirst
ERCround of the season
inthe Azores. While
Thaven’tgotmuch
experience of four-wheel
drive, theadvantageIdo
haveinthe ERCisthatI
know therallies quite well.
“Startingthe seasonin
the Azoresisgreatforme,
I'vedone the event for the
last four years and won my
classtwiceandfinished
second theretwice.It'sa
rally Ireally enjoy and
really sensible one for me
tostartthestepuptoR5.”
Despitehislack of R5
experience, Ingramis
ready tomake hismark
onthe ERCand sets
hissightsonending
Polish driver Kajetan
Kajetanowicz’s three-year
runof victories.
“I'vegottobelookingat
achallenge for thetitle,”
said Ingram. “It’sthe
nextstepinmy career
andit would beagood
launchpad into the World
Rally Championship. Like

Munnings chases Ladies’ Trophy

Catie Munnings will
return tothe European
Rally Championship to
tackle the Junior U27
categoryinaPeugeot

tocomplete 2018.
Munnings, who will
alsochasethis year’s
ERC Ladies’ Trophy,
said: “Weareall proud

@ | [ngram will

step up in ERC
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DAVID
EVANS

“Armstrong is
well ahead in the
virtual world”

here’s a pause. ’'m talking

to the championship leader
about his win in Sweden and
what it means forthe year
ahead. There’s positivity and
areal belief that this could
be hisyear. He’s seen last year’'s champion
win once this season, but he beat him fair
and square in the snow.

Not that Jon Armstrong saw much of that snow.
He won Rally Sweden from his home in Northern
Ireland. Nevertheless, like the other Swedish
winner — Thierry Neuville — it was a result which
moved him to the top of the eSports WRC table.

Armstrong, 23, is no stranger to gaming. He
was introduced to Colin McRae Rally aged five
and hasn'tlooked back since. Now though, he's
beating the bestin the world.

been waitingfor fora I'said, Tknow therallies, 208R2forasecondyear of theprogression we fo— - “| watched the [eSports WRClfinal last year

verylongtime.” thebackingand the car insuccession. madein2017. Even Catie Munnings and thoughtI'd have a go this year,” he said. “l was
Ingramhasspent his arecoming, sothingsare The 20-year-old will though welacked P - '

entire careerinfront- lookingreally exciting. returnto Sainteloc’s budgetfor any testing and we will get there.” lﬂ.“rd n M(gte, gecon_d1 n G_ermany and t”h:an

wheel-drivecars-running It’sbeenawhilesincea juniorteamforsixERC  orpractice, we were @ Saintelochas Justwon Sweden — it's going pretty well.

with the Opel Rallye Britwonthe ERC,soto rounds starting with getting closer tothe confirmed it willrun Germany?

nextmonth’s Azores
Rally. Forced tomiss
thefinalround of last
year’sERCduetoalack
of budget, Munnings
admits sheisstill short
of the cashrequired

Junior Team in ERC for
thelasttwoyears with
Peugeot UK backing for
the two before that.
“Idefinitely think
I'vegotthe hangof R2
now!” said Ingram. “The

dothat would be pretty
amazingfor me.”

@® Former Portuguese
WRCdriver Armindo
Araujohasconfirmed he
will start the Azores Rally
inaHyundaii20R5.

“Yeah, the calendar’s awee bit different in
eSports,” Armstrong added. “We've got 13 rounds,
butthey're all done by the middle of the year — this
year'sfinal will be at Rally Finland.”

Armstrong’s early pace caught the eye of
Thrustmaster, makers of all things gaming.

He added: “They sent me an upgraded wheel and
pedals and now I'm part of the team — we're leading
that championship as well. The top eight go through
to the grand final in Finland, I'd love to be there and

Citroen C3R5s once
the French firm
homologates the new
carinthesummer.
Saintelochasrun
Peugeot’s 208 T16in
recentseasons.

fastestguys. It’slikea
dreamtostepintothe
careachtimeandIcan’t
wait to get started.
Wearestilllookingfor
some of our budget,I'm
workingatiteveryday

Jaeger enjoys a hirthday outing - in the driving seat Hespranigenie” .
Armstrong s, of course, still better known for his
Anders Jaeger and what we expected. But he thisraceall over again. success in the 2016 Drive DMACK Fiesta Trophy,
Andreas Mikkelsen has also done some great The progression was huge where victory in Poland and Spain were enough
swapped seats for stages.I’'mimpressed. Even andIwentalittle crazy to land him a brace of Ford Fiesta R5 drivesin
Saturday’s Numedalsrally, thoughIfalloutof the on the section where a )
finishi . Lo lastyear's WRC2.
inishingthe event 14th pacenotes acoupleof times, rallycross circuit was. an .
overallinaHyundaii20R5. Idon’tthink henoticed! Andreas started to laugh. I'd nev_er drivenan R5 car before Qermany last
Mikkelsen organisedthe  And we only had one It was a pleasure to end year," said Armstrong. “l used the Richard Burns
Norwegian outing for moment, which he theraceaswedid.” Rally game to get myselfready. That's the game |
his co-driver’s birthday managed quite well.” Ole Christian Veiby won prefer, the physics engine is probably still the best
present and admitted he From the other side, the eight-stage eventin outthere and even though it's quite old now, other
was impressed with the Jaeger was delighted with a Skoda Fabia R5, seven . _
way Jaeger stepped up in his day behind the wheel, minutes ahead of the peoplg are developing mods for the game — you
_ the left-hand seat. saying: “Ionly expectedto ~ Hyundai stars. candrivea2017 World Rally Car onthe events.
Anders Jaeger enjoved hi - h “Wehavehadalotof fun,” keepthe carontheroad, Additional reporting by | drove an R5 carand found |0t3_ of e}tages similar
Joy 1s challenge Mikkelsen told MN. “That’'s butnowIfeell wanttodo Simen Naess Hagen to the ones we knew were coming in Germany —

it was really good preparation.
“It's never going to be exactly like real life, the

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

- ) ) ) Toyota boss praises Katsuta’s Swedish glory sens;tlons andhthfa feellpgs ;rom the car, you dct>1n t
Williams is sole WRC3 runner in Mexico e el e eI S s Ll
Toyota Motor Corporation Katsuta or his team-mate Hiroki driving [input] is needed just the same. When I've

Briton Tom Williams is more valuable seat time president Akio Toyodahas Araitomake their debutina been doing these three rallies earlier this season,
inline for a Iqaideq World ahead of April’s Tour de praised Rally Sweden sta:r ) Yaris WRC, but that could be you still come off the stage keento see what the
Rlally C_hantlplolzshlp Ct?:'ﬁe, the sgcond round Egkdamoto I%atst}ta fog bringing blclc‘)uglzit forw}z;u*d.f hispride] times are like. 'm using it to keep the competitive
class win at nex of the JWRC. isdream of seeinga Japanese 'oyoda spoke of his pridein L . .
week’s Rally Mexico. Williams rolled his Fiesta driver ina Japanese World Rally whathisfirm hasachievedin focuis. IWant.to keep goingin t he.champlor,’:shlp,

The Ford FiestaR2driver  onthe JWRC openerin Carinthe WRC closer. helping develop Japanese talent. butI'm pushing to do som.ethlng inreal life. ]
is the only WRC3 and RC4 Sweden, but battled on Katsutadominated the WRC2 Hesaid: “When Toyota decided Armstrong's loving the virtual world, but he's still
class entry on the Leon- to get through every classin Sweden, clinchinghis tocomeback to WRC, the first got plenty to offer, real time. Germany last year was
based event, meaning a stage and picked up a maiden category successinthe pictureinmy head was of a Toyota proof of that: he slipped off the road on day one,
ﬁm'sh bWI(]il tfral}fi‘atetﬁlto l(‘)‘tvl; plac:ei ﬁmsl(ll. wo]r‘}g] (ihatmplol?i}ﬁlp. ﬁxS reporf’ged Eﬁr run{urhlgt on WRC sf‘fa%es, and but recovered to set a fastest time on the final d ay
a win by default for the e made good progress in ast week, the chances o enextpicture was of aJapanese _ . ) .
19-year-old. in Sweden,” said Williams. Katsutabeingelevated from driver and co-driverin thecar. bgatlng the ,Cream .Of the world's RB drlvers.

The Oxfordshire driver, “The main problem there the Toyota Gazoo Racing Rally “This was becauseif this became T_h's yearhe's chasllng a F’ea' todriveinthe
competing outside of was with the pacenotes — ChallengeProgramintothemain  reality, Ibelieved there would be British Rally Championship. Could he become
Europe for the first time, is Icouldn’t believe how fast TGR team have improved on the morerallyfansin Japan who the first man ever to succeed in BRC and WRC
driving in Mexico to further thestraights were and my back of his Torsby success. understand how wonderful this simu Itaneously? Virtual |y impossible is nothing .
his WRC experience —-but notes weren’t quiteright Team principal TommiMakinen sportanditscultureis. It’sa great v
the event will also offer for the corners.” targetedapossibleRally Japanin  jobbyKatsuta. Heshowed the

2019 as thelikely date for either possibility of my dream.” (‘.' AGRE EI DISAGREE?
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‘Davies and Gilbey took
an emotional win’

Rali Bro Caron, p27

Photos: Jakob Ebre

Street

Bogie debuted
on spiked tyres

JACK
BENYON

“Should we be [
looking fora -
Burton return?” |

-

t’'s been a couple of weeks since
the dust settled, and it’s great to
see the debate still flowing around
our state of national rallying
special (MN, Feb 14).

The intention was always to stimulate
debate. | don't declare to know everything about
national rallying, and never have. On aweekly
basis| speak to many competitors, and putting
into context alot of what | hear has hopefully
provided new ideas and food for thought
previously unconsidered, or thoughts that
people may have previously disagreed with.

One element of rallying that is constantly
discussed is Andy Burton’s Peugeot-Cosworth.
It's the iconic car of national rallying, and I read
with interest David Evans’ thoughts on said
carintherally special.

I was lucky enough to head into the forests just
before its ‘demise’ and often indulge in watching
cars like Alex Kelsey's New Zealand-based beast,

David Bogieisplanninga setting stage-winning times like Ouninpohja[Rally Finland  experiencebutIthinkit’s s . .
Rally Sweden bid in 2019 beforeretiringon thefinal stage],onice. There werereal mademeabetterdriver.” whichis eﬁectlvely a For,m ula Renau It—englned
after competingon afull stage when he became technical bitsas well.” Ahlin, whofinished second Peugeot 207, andthere’s my! riad examples of
snowrally for thefirsttimein beached inasnow bank. The tyre was what provided inthe BRCstandingslast year, such machines on the continent. In fact, shortly
Sweden last weekend. Asked if he would be thebiggest test for Bogie, given took third on the event with the afterreading Evans’ column, | happened across
Bogie, along with Cumbrian returningto Sweden, hisinexperience of spikes. new DMACK snow tyre, having aPeugeot 205 T16-Mazda rotary mash-up,
team CA1 Sport, wentoutto the Dumfries driversaid: “Formethat was thefirst also won the opening round of which produced what | can only describe asa
doatestinearly February, “Definitely.I’'m glad Ididn’t timeI've driven competitively the Swedish Championship T
joining Bogie’s British Rally doRally Sweden this year onastuddedtyre,” headded. on February2/3. ’

Championship team-mateand
native Fredrik Ahlinin their
Skoda FabiaR5s. The pair
thendid the Ostersund Rally

becauseIthink it would have
beentoosoon. When yougoto
thattime and effort,I wanttobe
competingatthesharpend.I'd

“Findingthe griplevels
was the hardest partfor me,
knowinghow much youcan
lean on thetyre, the morethe

Forthesecond yearinarow,
former Prestone Motorsport
News JBRCdriver Mattias
Adielsson won Rally Ostersund

The common factor with these machines
is usually that they are built for off-road
championships primarily.

Infact, I'm fairly sure Mr Burton's Peugeot-

last Friday and Saturday. lovetohave a go at Sweden now, stud will then bite, the harder overallin his Pirelli-shod Cosworth would be eligible for a number of
Bogiehad beenrunningas hopefully we’ll be back for that. you push, the better the Skoda, run by reigning e I e A, % eI el e

high asfourth andlooked set “I'thoroughly enjoyedit. The traction you get. WRC2 champion Pontus he MSA Briti F; p h . hi

tomove onto the podium after stagesare incredible, almost “Itwasareallearning Tidemand’s eponymous team. the MSA British Cross Country Championship.

BTRDA recommences with Bogie and Bird ready to do battle in Cumbria again

Having spoken to drivers of machines more
powerful than Burton'sinthe BCCC, it appears
itis the place to go if you have a home-built or
modified machine for the loose with a bigger

David Bogiewillcompete  Paul Bird. Reigning Ithasanother strong ADIN \ . . . .

on this week’s Malcolm champion StephenPetch,  entryforitssecondevent. MalcolmWilson Rally enginethanthe thret?-l itre buf‘fer_ln rall)_/ ing.

WilsonRallyasawarm-up andfellow frontrunners Fiesta ST Trophyleader March3 Butbackto Burton’s Peugeot: if that is the most

for the British Rally Hugh Hunter, Luke Zak Hugheshasa target synonymous machine within national rallying,

Championship opener, Francisand Julian onhisback after his 1_[David Bogie/John Rowan  |Skoda Fabia R5 whyisn'tit competing?

the Border Counties, the Reynoldsareinthetop10.  Cambrian win, againstfive 2 |Paul Bird/Jack Morton Ford Focus WRC07 The BCCC competes —in some cases —on

weekend after. Russ Thompson, Pat of the M-Sport-built cars. 3 [Matt Edwards/Darren Garrod |Ford Fiesta RS identical st ageston ational ral Iying. Orat least
Bogie will be joined by Naylor and Tom Naughton Rally First 1.4champion 5 | Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson |Ford FiestaRS WRC ueEsdlilErees iare ThevalEaca ke

fellow BRC drivers Matt will continue their battle BartLangreturnsforthe 19 |Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy  [Mitsubishi Lancer E9 . N Yy P

Edwards (Ford Fiesta)and for NR4and Production first timein 2018, and will 30 [Stuart Egglestone/Brian Hodgson | Ford Escort Mk2 multi Ple runs over said Stages' .

Rhys Yates (SkodaFabia) ~ Cuphonours, whilethe bejoined by two other 45|George Lepley/Tom Woodbum |Ford Fiesta R2 So if Burton’s Cosworthis allowed in that, why

ontheevent. TheBTRDA  R2Rally Cup willbeled entriesinaclassthatwas 56|Zak Hughes/Tom Wood __|Ford Fiesta ST aren't we encouraging something similarin

charge will be headed by pointsleader George empty on the Cambrian. 74 |Tommi Meadows/Shannon Tumbull |Ford Ka stage rallying? Many people link the popularity

by pointsleader and top- Lepley, Bob Vardy, Jack Theeventisduetostart 92|BartLang/Sinclair Young  |Nissan Micra of national rallying with the likes of Burton’s

scorer on the Cambrian, Leeseand CharlieBarlow.  with105cars.

Wells upgrades to a Ford Fiesta R2T

Peugeot-Cosworth. “The glory days,” they say.
If a caris safe enough forthe BCCC, how is
it not safe enough for a stage rally using
similar roads?
It's probably alost cause, but if Burton's caris
that well remembered and highly-rated, why aren't

BTRDA 2016 Rally First 1.6 opportunity to get onecame . A :
champion Richard Wells up,sowedecided togoforit,” Xtve fam{)alg,? I(r;glprcl)(peH%/ forit—and Other?‘l kte
willstep-uptoaFord Fiesta  said Wells. “Theinitial plan [ELoreturnirtiooKingforacompromiseina
R2Tfor theremainder of wastodoanother yearinthe would a||0V\_/ something similar? Or maybe we
sseason, starting with an ut we had areally testing should all give up and go and watch the '
thi tarting with STbut wehad areally testi hould all give up and go and watch the BCCC?
entryintothe BTRDAR2 yearlastyear witha couple On afinal, happier, note — huge congratulations
5;1113’ C‘ﬁzﬁn :ﬁ? Malclglmd of ?fechangcgllbrle{a}’{downs to Michael Gilbey, who is essential in providing
évson ytmsweexend.  andsome bad uck. MN with information, mostly — but not limited to —
ellscompetedinthe ST Wellsis hopingtostepup drallvina. He's started th ith
Trophylastyear,andstarted totheBritishRally roadra y":‘g' e.S starte - €seasonwi .
this season in the classon Championshipin 2019. three-straight wins co-driving for Andy Davies,
the Cambrian Rally earlier “Iwant to push myself with the latest on the Rali Bro Caron. Davies
thismonth. A driveshaft andthe BRCisseenasthe dedicated his win to his late father-in-law, who
failure whileleading highestlevel,” hesaid. “It usedto org anise the event. Bravo.
triggered the change of car. would be good to say we’'ve
- “I've wanted an R2for doneit. Hopefully we can r. -
Wells will use the Fiesta once campaigned by Adam Bustard in BRC alongtimeandthe dothatnextyear.” (..' ﬁg:g@ﬁﬁg Eploiﬂgvgozlﬁ =
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Rokland will return
to the BRC stages

ROKLAND JOINS
MN JUNIOR BRC
AND 208 CUP

Nerweglan driver expected torun at the front

ByJack Benyon

Norwegian driver Steve
Rokland will competein
the Prestone Motorsport
News Junior British Rally
Championshipin 2018,
bringing the class entry
for the firstround up to 13.
Rokland competed in the BRC
in2012and 2013, but hasn’t
returned to the series since,
having competed in the European
and Norwegian championships.
“It [the BRC] has good rallies
andIhavealowbudget,” said
Rokland. “Idon’t want to compete
inthe Norwegian Championship,
Iwant to compete outside of
Norway. I think the British
Championshipislooking strong.”
Rokland will be joined
" by Britishnavigator Tom
Woodburn, who has competed
with Rokland on multiplerallies
early in 2017. They will campaign
| thedriver’susual Peugeot 208 R2
with the aim of challenging for
the championship win.
“That’s the target of course,”

Scottish junior frontrunner
~ Scott Macbeth will step up to
 thePrestone Motorsport

. News Junior British Rally
Championship for the first
two events of 2018.

The Citroen C2 R2 Max driver
is hoping to make animpact on
- thechampionship. He only

competed on a handful of
events last year.

Onthe RSAC Scottish Rally
last year, Macbeth set a stage
time faster than the Prestone
Motorsport News JBRC
runners in his outdated Citroen
C2 despite not having arecce.

“We’ve got the budget to do
the Borders and Pirelli [in the
BRC].Idon’t know what will
happen for the rest of the year,”
said Macbeth. “I’'m too old to be
ajunior next year and I've got
the car, soit’s kind of now or
never really. The competition
isgood.

“Idon’t have expectations to
goand win it, Ijust want to see
how we get on against some of
the guysin the best [junior]

added Rokland. “Idon’t know
how fast the competition will

be yet.Ithink it will be strong.
Iwilldomy best.

“We [Rokland and Woodburn]
did tworallieslast year and a
fewreccessolthink it will be
really good with him, we get
onvery well.”

Rokland is one of seven 208s
ontheentry list for the season
opening Border Counties Rally
in Jedburgh on March 10/11.

Ithasalsobeen announced
that the 208 Cup, based around
the BRC for the R2 car, will award
over £20,000 in prizes this year
with the winner of each round
receiving £2500. More prizes
are also on offer further down
theorder.

The overall JBRC winner will
receive the prize of a test
inaHyundaii20 R5 machine,
while talks are ongoing over
other prizes. .

The JBRC had nine starters for
thefirsteventlast year while just
six crews started every event
across the season.

Scottish frontrunner Macheth steps up to BRC

championshipin the country. ™
Ithink Cameron Davies will

be the man to beat.”

® Kevin Horgan has also

confirmed his intention to -
compete in the Prestone f,
Motorsport News JBRC, &
bringing a Skoda Fabia R2 to
the series for a first appearance.
Horgan won the Irish Tarmac
Rally Championship Junior
titlein 2016. Like Macbeth,
2018 is Horgan’s last chance

to compete in the JBRC.

Macbeth: rapid in Scotland

Purcell heads forestry
Irish Forest Rally Championship
leader Andrew Purcell tops the
entry for the Limerick Forest Rally
this weekend. He will have strong
competition from fellow Ford Fiesta
R5 runners Josh Moffett and Barry
McKenna. The 1982 Irish Tarmac
champion, John Coyne, will drive a
Subaru Impreza S14 WRC on the
event making a gravel return. He
competed in a R-GT Tuthill-prepared
Porsche lastyear.

Bovington Stages

A clash with the latest round of

the Motorsport News Circuit Rally
Championship event at Donington Park
means the Bovington Stages will be
without its top three finishers from 2017:
Chris West, lan Woodhouse and Mark
Kelly. The event features a number of
historic championships. Josh Payton and
Marcus Mizen (Ford Escort Mk2) start the
eventamong the favourites.

Nuts for rallying

The Rallynuts Stages, previously
the Severn Valley, opens for entries
this week. The Builth Wells-based
counter is the third round of

the BTRDA, returning to the
championship for the first time in
27 years. The event runs through
the Cefn, Crychan, Gwibedog

and Radnor forests, with 31 of its
45 miles single-usage.

Donington Park
Lastyear's winner lan Woodhouse has
been seeded car number one on the road
for this Sunday’s Donington Rally, one
spot ahead of Motorsport News Circuit
Rally Championship leader Chris West.
The event is the sixth round of the eight-
event championship. West leads car
three on the Donington event, Mark
Kelly, by 29 points. Woodhouse is a
further two points adrift.

Kirkaldy back in R5
Alan Kirkaldy’s R5 debut has been
rescheduled for this weekend on

the Donington Rally. The Scottish
Tarmack Championship frontrunner
was awarded the drive in a Ford
Fiesta by Peter Smith. Iltwas due

to be on the Jack Frost Stages in
January, but the entry was withdrawn
due to bad weather. Also getting
prize drives from Swift Caravan’s
Smith this weekend is Dan Mennell
on the Malcolm Wilson Rally and
Ben Friend on the Mid Wales Stages,
bothin a Fiesta R2.

UK top 40 artist John Newman to make debut on Newtown’s Rally North Wales

Chart-toppingmusicartist John Newman

alldepends what he’s doing with his

“It will be good for the British rallying

issettomake hisrallyingdebut on the
Mid Wales Stages this weekend.

The 27-year-old from North Yorkshire,
who has three number one singles, will
drive GwynneSpeed Rally champion
Ross Leach’s Subaru Impreza. Leach
runsthe Forest Experience testing
venue where Newman has been
preparingforhisrally debut.

Newman hastested a Ford Escort
extensively, but has only donelimited
testingin the B13-spec Impreza.

music. Hehasa couple of mates
interested in having cars built as well.
“I'mbuilding another Subaru for him.
He’susingmine until hisisdone. He’s
doneafairamount buthe hasn’tdriven
this car much yet:Ithink he may have

doneonelapinthe Subaru. He wentin the

car for five minutesandlovedit.”
Newman will be partnered by MSA

Academy co-driver Keaton Williams, who

isnostranger to helping people outside
of rallying. He has previously co-driven

sceneif he does do some more events,”
said Williams. “Ijusthave tomakeit aseasy
asIcanand makesurethatheenjoysit.”

The Mid Wales Stages returns for
2018 having cited financial reasons for
notrunningin2017. The eventfeatures
45-miles of stagesin the Hafren forest
and Sweet Lambin Mid Wales.

The event has garnered 65 entries,
with Martyn England and Sacha
Kakad’s Ford Fiesta R5s set to headline
the entry. British Rally Championship

Newman (c) passed
BARS last year

“I'think this year, if not next year, he will
dosome BTRDA events,” said Leach. “It

downhillmountain bike world cup winner
Gee Athertonin his Ford Fiesta.

frontrunner Tom Cave also competes
in an older-spec Impreza.

Darrian driver Ashley Field returns to head six of the machines in MSA Asphalt

National rally frontrunner Ashley
Field will return tothe MSA Asphalt
Championshipin 2018, leadinga strong
field of fellow Darrians.

Field dominated single venuesin
late2015and 2016 while the Asphalt
Championship was on hiatus. He spent
most of 2017 training for the Etape du
Tour cycling race while also supporting

son Fred, who took partin the German
ADAC Rallye Cupfor Vauxhall Adams.
Despite Fred returning to Germany for
another year, Ashley Field willmakea
comeback tocompetition. “It’snot

the Epyntand Otterburn challenge
anymore!” said Field of the contest.
“It’sgotagood spread of events and new
events.Thad the carupforsale, butI

thought wemay as well get out and useit.
Wehaven’t taken the new car over Epynt
sothat will beinteresting.”

Field will be joined by the Nissan-
powered Darrian of Andy Fraserand
others of Huw Reed, Tony Rees, Paul
Culverwell and Richard Merrimanin
the series which Kicks off on the Tour
of Epynton March10/11.

Fieldlast competedin 2016 having taken 2017 out to cycle around Europe




« FiA FT3 Certified Fuel Cells & Accessories
« Short Lead Times for Stock or Custom Parts
« Fitting Service Available

« Superior Seamless Construction Technology

« Special Large Capacity Fuel Cells
for Endurance Events

Classic Wonld Ra.o_;.ng.

www.classicworldracing.co.uk
Tel: +44(0)1527 521050

On-Track Accident Damage Cover
Motorsport Commercial and Liability

Road Insurance for Competition, Sports,
High Performance and Modified Cars

Insurance for Event Organisers
Personal Accident and Travel

0115 965 1040

On-Track Accident Damage
Motorsport Vehicles, Competition and Sports Cars

0115 965 1050

Commercial Policies, Liability Cover and Personal Accident

www.reis.co.uk / talk2us@reis.co.uk

Reis Motorsport Insurance is a trading name of Insurance
Factory Limited.

Insurance Factory Limited is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority (No. 306164).

Registered Office: 45 Westerham Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 2QB.

CompetitionEngineServices.co.uk

Quality Engineering. Quality Engines

A 3 ——— - ,‘

® Full Engine Builds / Rebuilds & Dyno’ Testing
@ All Marques: Pre and Post War, Road & Competition
® Competition Car Preparation & Track Support

TECES

- COMPETITION ENGINE SERVICES

g%;% Burton-0On-Trent, Staffordshire

m - 01283 566 783 ' - info@competitionengineservices.co.uk @"" I

we speak
your Iage

\




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

motorsport-news.co.uk FEBRUARY 28 2018 19

Our MN reporter
tackled his ARDS

hatkidinterested
in motorsport
doesn’t fantasise
about becominga
Formula1driver?
Or standing on
thetopstepat
LeMans? Oreven justracing at
circuits all around the globe?

For anyone in the UK dreaming of
theselofty heights they all must start
atthe bottom, and that bottom involves
getting your Racing National B Licence
by passing an Association of Racing
Driver Schools assessment—more
commonly known as ARDS.

Splitinto two parts—written and
practical -thetestisrecognised by
the Motor Sports Association (MSA),
which governs motorsportin the UK.

Inother words, if you wanttorace
competitively in the UK, you’re going to
needtodothistest.

Priortothebigday you’llneed to order
your GoRacing pack from the MSA,
mostimportantly containinga DVD and
booklet, as well as the blue form that you
must take with youon theday.

Thebooklet setsout whatthe ARDS test
is, the stepsneeded to passitand the
different disciplines of motorsport
available, while the DVD reaffirms whatis
saidinthebooklet.

An ARDStestissplitintotwo parts—a
written testand a driving assessment.

Perhapsthe mostimportant part of
thebookletand DVD, though, are the
flagsignals, which youneed toknow.
You'retested onthem in the written part.

“When Istartedracingin thelate 1980s
there wasno ARDS test so you literally
went straightintoracinghavingobtained
your [road]licence,” says Alan Wilshire, a
seniorinstructor at MotorSport Vision’s
Brands Hatch Circuit, whichisjust one
of 17 ARDS schools available totake the
assessment at, ranging from Knockhill
and Croft to Lydden Hill and Pembrey.

“They thenintroduced the ARDS
assessment, obviously on the basis of
safety making sure everyone was fully
up tospeed with theflagsignals, how to
respond to them and what they meant.”

Knowingtheflagsisamust, from what
astationary blue flagmeanstothe
difference between a singleand
double-waved yellow.

It’seasy to trip up here and with a 100 per
centscoreneeded on this part of the test

youneed tobeontheball, sothere’sno
harminbrushingup once ortwice prior
totheexam.

Theremainder of the test consists of
basic multiple-choice questions, often
lookingfor you to show common sense
and an awareness of safety.

Butevensomethingthat seems
obvious can trip the unprepared up.

“Usuallyit’salackof preparation
[thatleadstofailing]. It’s quite rare now
that peoplefail the written testaslongas
they watch the DVD athome once or
twice,” says Wilshire.

“If people haven’t watched the DVD
and don’tlisten tousthen yes, you would
probably expect them to fail.”

Test completed with a 100 per cent
score, it was then time todo the practical.

There was amixture of nerves,
excitementand anticipation about getting
outonto the Brands Hatch Indy Circuit for
thefirst time, but the drive to the venue
hardly helped to settlemy nerves.

Torrential rain on the M25made the
thought of drivingan unknown caron
ageneral trackday, with other drivers—
who wereno doubt faster and in quicker
machinery-adreaded prospect.

The carin question was a Peugeot 308,
justastandard road car withamanual
gearbox -thelatter arequirement of
all ARDS tests.

Wilshire took to the circuit withme
alongside toshow theracinglines, where
tobrake, what gear tobein, where my
eyeline should be. It’sa constant stream
of informationand alottotakein,all
while making way for quicker cars.

Then it wasmy turn. Driving at a steady
paceand avoiding cars ranging from other
road-spec vehicles to a Radical within four
laps,I’'d been given the OK thatI wasn’ta
complete liability behind the wheel and
thatI’d passed.

Thedrive wasn’t withoutitsdramas,
though. Three people in threelaps had
found thelimit of their abilities and spun,
twoat Graham Hill Bend and thefinal
oneasIentered the pits—it certainly kept
youon yourtoes.

Wilshire saysit’snot about raw speed on
your ARDS. Infact, it’s quite the opposite.

“I'think the worst thingthey can try and
doisgofastontheday,” hesays. “Iknow
personally I'vefailed people who have had
spins because they have just simply tried
toohard onthetrack at that point.

“We very much recommend an 80 per

centapproach, keep the car on the circuit,
you’refittingin with therules of the day
often atrackday ruling and just showing
youhave gota good awareness of whatis
goingonaround you, you'rerespondingto
any flagorlight signals and fittingin with
any traffic whether they are overtakingor
beingovertaken.”

Drivers are alsobased individually,
beingasked before the test what they plan
toraceand thisis considered when they
are completing the test tomake sure they
areready todrive suchavehicle.

Something which became apparent, if it
already wasn’t before the test, ishow much
motorsport costs.

Theracing pack will set youback £104
and thefee for yourlicenceevery yearis
£62. Add to that the £250 cost for the ARDS
testitself and then up to £150for amedical,
which tests blood pressure, eyesightand a
urine sample. Thisis before you’ve bought
acarorevenany of your equipment, soit’s
little wonder why so few young people are
involved in the sport.

“Asmuch aspossible we'retryingto
helpnewdriversin their firstfewraces
have agood time, whichis what the MSA
want,” says Wilshire.

“They don’t want people spendinga lot of
money on the assessment, buying the kit
andthennotenjoyingtheirracingand
disappearingafter perhaps three or four
races. They want people in the sport for the
longterm.”

Doingthe ARDS won’t make you
the world’s greatest driver, but with
constant changestorulesandregulations,
knowingasmuch as possible willnot
only make youmore prepared but even
give you anadvantage compared with
your competitors.

As Wilshire says: “We have people
comingback toracingandI’ll give you
Steve Soper asan example. Heretook his
ARDS test after a12-year break when
hefinished touring carsand was going
back to historic motorsport.

“We were more than happy to say tohim
‘look thisis what’s changed, you’ve passed’
but he stayed for the whole classroom
session and had some very good input with
theactual novice drivers and after said
‘Ididn’t know that, Ilearnt probably two
or threethingshere’.

“SoIthink everyoneregardless of their
experience does learn something from
these ARDS testssoIthink theyarea
very positive step.” l

Photos: Gary Hawkins

Stamp of approval: Our M\ reporter passed his ARDS
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Chassis: F1 W09
Engine: Mercedes M09
EQ Power +

| Drivers: Lewis Hamilton

. (GBR), Valtteri Bottas (FIN)

ercedes bosses
have described
itsnew F1
challenger as
the “extreme”
sister carto
last year’s
world title-winning F1 W08.

This year’s Silver Arrow —the F1
W09 EQ Power+—was wheeled out at
Silverstonefor afilming day last week,
whereitturnedlapsinthe hands of
both Valtteri Bottas and four-time
world champion Lewis Hamilton.

Lastyear’s Mercedes was the outright
fastest car on the grid, carryingthe team
to 12 wins from the 20 races. However, the
car did prove unpredictable at certain
tracksas Mercedes soughttofinda
balance. The temperamental car
earned the nickname of “thediva”.

Mercedes head Toto Wolff said the
W09 waslargely an evolution of its
predecessor, but with heavy development.

Thenew carretains the same
wheelbase dimensions butrunsincreased
rake, a set-up solution pioneered by Red
Bulllastseason. The sidepods’leading
edge hasbeen smoothed overlast year’s
design and the bodywork isnow much
more tightly packed around the engine
and transmission.

“We’vetried tostay true to our design
philosophy and develop on an already
solid base,” said Wolff. “We hope that we
havekeptall of the good characteristics
fromthediva. We alllike divas, but
sometimes she was difficult tounderstand
and thisis the area we have worked on
most-tryingtounderstand and preserve
the speed and find more driveability.

“Becausetheregulations have
remained stable, thereisnotalotof

A

|
We rundown the new-look Fermula 1 grid for 2018. By Robert Ladbrook

EVOLUTIONIS THE

New Mercedes is

pure optimisation

difference. The most visible change
isaerodynamicand howtightthe
packagingof thecarisand how
closed up the bodyworkis.”

Mercedes technical director James
Allison said: “Last year’s car was never
easy to work with, even at tracks where
we were strong. Hopefully this year’s
car will speak to us asengineersand
todriversalittlemore clearly.

“Across the board this designismore
elegantthanlast year. Last year’s
regulations were brand new and we
weren’t quite sure which direction they
would take usin. Last year’scarhadalot
of wiggleroom to adapt if we found that
weneeded to change certain aspects. This
year, beingmore confident of what we’re
aimingfor, we’ve been able to commit
fully to certain concepts. We have the
packagingmuch tighter and have taken
thingstomore of an extreme.”

Tomake the W09, over 7,000 bespoke
parts were made and 40,000 components
stringently tested.

Mercedes hasalso worked hard onits
power unitdevelopment, with the FIA’s
mandated three engine and two energy
recovery systems per car limit for this
year demandinga 40 per centincrease
inlongevity overlast year.

“Theamount of change on the power
unit was quite considerable,” said AMG
engine chief Andy Cowell. “The biggest
challengeislifting durability. We focused
ontryingtoincrease thelife without
losing performance.

“Wealsowanted to change the
packagingof the power unit to benefit
overall car performance, finding the best
integrationinto the chassis. We've also
been working on combustion efficiency
and hardwarefriction reduction.”
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hisyear’s Ferrari
hasbeen designed
to perform better at
high-speed circuits
astheteam aimsto
take thefightto
Mercedes more
consistently this season.

Ferrari’snew SF71H has been
built on the foundations of last
year’s car, but has many noticeable
differences aimed at making the
chassis more versatile.

The wheelbase has been
lengthened, although Ferrari
neglects to say by how much exactly,
and the sidepods have been
dramatically redesigned. With many
3 e, other teams adopting the high
- - = = radiator inlets used by Ferrarilast

season, theItalian squad has gone a
step further by splitting the ducts
into two, with one now beinglocated
on the top of the sidepods’leading
edge. Theremainingarea on the
outside hasbeen used to duct air
around the new sidepods.

The bodywork has been
slimmed heavily, with the
Ferrariadoptinganarrower
stance thanits predecessor.

“The new car represents an
evolution of last year’s car,” said
Ferraritechnical head Mattia

Binotto. “We try toretain the
7 strengths and aggression we had
Em_ from our concepts at some tracks
Y U Chassis: SF71H last year, while finding a step
a8 a Engine: Ferrari 062 EVO forward from some others.
Drivers: Sebastian Vettel (GER), “The car was performing strongly
Kimi Raikkonen (FIN) on some tracks, mostly the lower-
speed ones, so we’ve worked hard
on aero development to be strong
and perform on high-speed
circuits too.

“The main differences for this year
are that the wheelbaseislonger and
the sidepods and radiator ducts
are more impressive and more
aggressive than last year. Everybody
seems to be copying our concept
there from last year, but this year
we’ve made another step forward
from that. The packaging of the car
isalso very tight now and the body
isvery narrow, and that’sbeena
bigchallenge.

“Integrating the halohas been
tricky asitisabigweightinthe
middle of the car and changes alot
the centre of gravity so we had todo
alot of data for the design of that to

) make sure everythingis working
KASPERSIKYE asitshould.
_ “With the power unit we worked
. A N onreliability and overall power and
IMAHLE B N\ the packaging of it. We also worked
LI j / \. B ~ ontherearsuspension to better
\ v — \ T accommodate the new tyres for
(

SKF Ewers Swisse info

This year’s Ferrari is longer, and slimmer, than 2017’s

thisyear.”

Sebastian Vettel added: “We started
this project very early last season,
and the attention to detail on this car
isamazing, the work has been put
ininsomany areas thatIaskedto
improve. The real magic happens
underneath this car. Every little
partcan make a difference and this
is definitely a stepup in every area
of last year’s car.

“We always have positive
expectation with anew car, and so
much work has gone into this one.
Interms of expectation it’s always
difficult and the next few weeks will
be critical for us to evaluate and
understand if all the things we
thought about are making sense. I'm
sure we’ve worked in the right way.”

Team head Maurizio Arrivabene
said: “There are no challenges plural
this season, thereis just the one
challenge -the final challenge to be

The halo integration caused a change in centre of gravity Ferrari’s packaging has become tighter, so bodywork has slimmed world champion. The work to achieve
that goesin race by race, notjust over
thefirstfew. Everybody has worked
very hard on the details of this car.”
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CHANDON

..MCLAREN
"PAPAYARACER WITHNEW POWER

[ TEAMINFO |

Chassis: MCL33
Engine:
RenaultR.E.18
Drivers: Fernando
Alonso (ESP),
Stoffel Vandoorne
(BEL)

New McLaren will be
powered by Renault

cLaren bosses
say Renault’s
engine
concepthas

the potential

togiveitthe

leap up the
grid the squad needs, despite the
short timeframeithad toredesign
itsnew challenger.

The Woking team headed straight
for Navarra Circuit in Spain for a
shakedown filming day after releasing
images and technical details of itsnew
papaya orange MCL33last Friday.

The new car will house a Renault unit
for thefirst timein the team’s history
afteritended its troubled relationship
with Honda after three fruitless
seasons. Itisthefirst time McLaren has
used a French engine since its short
relationship with Peugeot in 1994.

With the switch to Renault units only
confirmed last September —after a
complex four-way negotiation involving
McLaren, Renault, Honda and itsnew
partner for this term Toro Rosso —the
team was left with little time to make
adjustments for the new powertrain.

“The change [in power unit supplier]
was a bigdeal,” said Tim Goss,
McLaren’s technical boss. “Even
though theregulations state that the
front and rear engine mounts need
to be the same for every manufacturer,
thelayout of the engine, and its
architecture, is very different.

“There are two families of engine
concept out there; the Mercedes and
Honda concept, with the compressor
atthe front of the engine, turbine at
the back, MGU-H satin the vee [of
the engine block]; and the Ferrari
and Renault approach, where the
turbochargeris sat atthe back and
the MGU-H sits forward into the vee.

“Each of these approaches hasits pros
and cons, butI'm actually quite a fan of

the Renault approach. Making the
switch hashad a bigimpact on
theinstallation of the engine. The
advantage of the Renaultengine
means we can push the engine
forwards, but then you have the
compressor at the back of the engine,
so you’ve got the outlet pipes forward
without impacting the packaging.
“Wehad toredesign the back of the
chassis, the gearbox and bell-housing
area, the rear suspension and the
coolinglayout. That was two weeks
of intense effort to get right. Now we

have a very tidy packaging solution —

|

|

Papaya livery was led
by fan engagement

the gearbox and rear suspension
designers did an unbelievable job
This year we wanted a neat and tidy
packaging solution. That gives the
aerodynamicists more scope to play
with the bodywork.”

McLaren boss Zak Brown claimzd he
saw this as “the year McLaren willmove
closer to the front, fighting teams and
drivers as we improve our fortunes”.

McLaren Racing director Eric
Boullier said: “The design, engineering
and aerodynamic departments have
done anincrediblejob deliveringa I
new car, withanew power unitinan _ )
extremely short timeframe. We never g
took the easy route orlooked to shortcut
aprocess or solution, and the result
isacarthatisneatand well-resolved.

“We are under noillusions that it will
bedifficult to splinter the hegemony at
the front, and the midfield will be full of
well-funded, experienced outfits with
plenty to prove. We are humble about
the challenge ahead, but we’ve prepared
well, have a solid package that we can
build upon and exploit as the season
goes on. Plus we have two excellent
drivers who can prove the difference
intheraces.

“AtMcLaren, we areracers—pure
and simple. We’re going to come out

pushing from the start.”
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ED BUL

| TEAMINFO

Chassis:RB14

Engine: Renault R.E.18
(TAG-Heuer)

Drivers: Daniel Ricciardo
(AUS), Max Verstappen (NED)

ed Bullheads
insistthatits
pre-season
testing
programme
won’t be
affected by
Daniel Ricciardo’s filming
day accident at Silverstone
last week.

Ricciardo was at the wheel of
the new TAG-Heuer-Renault-
powered RB14 when he slid
offin difficult wet conditions,
hoursafterthe teamlaunched
itsnew chassis online.

Ricciardo went off with the
rear of the car hitting the
barriers atlow speed before
he completed the team’s full
100km [60 miles] quota of
allotted filming day running.

Despite beingalow-speed
impact, it was enough for the car
tosustain damage tothefrontend,
including the suspension, nose,
thefront wingand the floor.

With all of this year’s crop of
F1 carsbeing completely fresh,
sparepartsareusually inshort
supply. However, Red Bull
insiststhat theaccident won’t
have any knock-on effect for
its Barcelona test.

While the day was cut short,
Red Bull did complete most of
its programme at Silverstone,
including some pitstop practice.

Ricciardosaid of hisfirst
impressionsof the car: “It’s
hardto tellfrom a couple of laps
buttheinitial feelingin the caris
good.Icanalready feel that the
rear feels pretty settled, even in

Renault wants a
lot of early laps

these pretty poor conditions.
Thoseare encouragingsigns.
It’sbeenalongday tryingto
complete the filming, but better
tohavethat[theaccident] here

than duringtestingat Barcelona.

“With thehalo,sofarIcansee

fine withit.I'd only done a couple

of installs [laps] with it before so
it was pretty new today, but I
really didn’tnotice it wasthere,
which is pretty good. Honestly,
unlessthere’s stuff above, up
high, thenIdon’t seeany issues
with [using]itatflattracks.”

Red Bullunveiled its new
livery at the Barcelonatest
(seeright),despite many of the
team’s fanbase callingfor the
blue and black camouflage
coloursseenatlaunch to
remain for the season.

enault
chiefs have
setatarget
of being
inside the
top three
in terms of
mileage during this week’s
first pre-seasontestasit
pushestoiron out any flaws
initsnew R.S.18 challenger.
Renaultdidn’t give much away
onthelaunch of itsnew carlast
week, with the machinelooking
largely like an optimisation of
the carthatfinished 2017asa
regular points-scorer.
Where Renault hasreportedly
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The RB14 carries hlgh hopes

CRASHWON'T HURT PROGRESS

Red Bull’s new
colours on show

ENAULT

TEAMINFO

Chassis:R.S.18
Engine: Renault
R.E.18

Drivers: Nico
Hulkenberg
(GER), Carlos
Sainz Jr (ESP)

New car runs reworked
Renault power unit

ER.S.18

madessignificant gainsisinits
engine department, with sources
suggestingboth power and
reliability gains from the unit.
The team’stechnical head
Bob Bell said: “Weneed a strong
reliability record, and we have
worked hard on thatarea over the
winter. We need the car asreliable
aswe canmakeit. That’'sahuge
challenge, even more sothan
performance development.
“Toimprovereliability you
havetoacceptnothinglessthan
perfection. Anythingthatends
uponthe carmustbebuilt to
the highest possible standard.
Reliability isnot something you

canflick onlike a switch.

“We wantatrouble-free test
programmetovalidate the
performance of the carand
then move forward.”

Renault Sport engine head Remi
Taffin added: “We did see our
power uniton thetop step of the
podium three timeslast year
[with Red Bull], soit’sclear we
have the potential toachieve our
aspirations. Weneed toraise our
gameacrosstheboard, and all the
elementstodothisare here. Our
first priority isreliability. We
started designing the 2018 engine
in 2016 and have completed more
hourson the dynothanever.”
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et
TEAMINFO
Chassis: VIM11
Engine: Mercedes M09 EQ Power+ |°
Drivers: Sergio Perez (MEX),
Esteban Ocon (FRA)

Ocon puts in
early mileage

orcelndia’s
new car
willbea
disappointment
if itisnot
challenging for
pointsin every
race this season, according to
team head Vijay Mallya.

The Silverstone-based squad
hasearneditself areputation for
punching aboveits weight inrecent
years, having finished fourthin the
Constructors’ Championshipin
both 2016 and 2017, regularly
beating teams with much larger
budgetsand resources.

Thenew carisagainan evolution

J'\FORGE INDIA

of whatthe team had last season.
It continues with the ‘trident’ style
nosedesign, and willrun current
spec Mercedes power units.
ForcelIndia’s chief operating
officer Andrew Greensaid that
while the new car looks broadly like
the 2017 version, heavy upgrades
would be made before Australia.
“The DNA of the carisstill very
much that of last year’s car. We
took the decision, quite a while
ago, that thelaunch specification
of the 2018 car would be based
around our understanding of the
2017 car, but with allnew structures
required by theregulationsin
place,” said Green.

New car leans
on 2017 model

“Itisastarting point,agood
reference from which tointroduce
changes quite quickly; it gives our
aerodynamics department more
time todevelop a car for thefirstrace
in Australia, rather than having to
release parts early for testing.”

Team owner Vijay Mallya said:
“Iseenoreason why we cannot
consolidate our position and
improve. Yes, F1isa very tough and
competitive environment, but we are
an established team with continuity
in all areas of the company.

“We don’ttake anythingfor
granted, but we will be disappointed
if wearenot fighting for points at
everyracethisyear.”

FERRARIGUES TOHELP SWISS TEAMSTEP UP

auberisaiming
foraleapupthe
F1peckingorder
with its heavily
redesigned, Alfa

entered into anew marketing and
technical partnership with Alfa
Romeofor this year, withits car
featuringheavy branding from
theItalian marque. The deal will
alsoleadtoaclosertechnical
partnership with engine supplier
Ferrari-asister brand to Alfa.

Thenew car featuresavery
different aerodynamic concept
tothetroubled C36. It hasadopted
Ferrari-style shorter sidepods with
atwin coolinginlet. There’salsoa
new rear suspension design, with
the top wishbone mounted higher,
and the halofeatures an innovative
slotted-gap trim to help reduce
turbulence from the new device.

The team will alsorun the new-
spec Ferrari power unit, instead
of the year-old enginesit used
lastseason.

Sauber technical director Jorg
Zander said: “The car philosophy
ismuch different this year. The
aerodynamic concept haschanged
significantly, and the C37has
several new features.

“Weare positive that the overall

duringthe season. The 2018 Ferrari
engine will also give usaboostin
performance. We hope tomakea
lotof progress.”

Romeo-backed C37.
The Swiss team has

concept offers us more opportunities
and will help us make improvements

TEAMINFO

Chassis: C37
Engine: Ferrari 062 EVO

Drivers: Marcus Ericsson (SWE),

Charles Leclerc (MCO)

Narrow
sidepods

Team is looking for a big step forward

Alfa Romeo
backing for 2018

Sauber’s solution to the halo device
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the other way as part of the deal, meaningthe
The Honda relationship started on track on Monday
have a competitive package this year. We have

henewrelationship
between Toro Rossoand TEAMINFO
engine supplier Honda Chassis: STR13
has grown strongly over Engine: Honda RA618H
the Wmter’ accor(_ilng to Drivers: Brendon Hartley
both Sld.es_deSplte th.e (NZL), Pierre Gasly (FRA)
two factions only having .
afew months to prepare for 2018.
Thedeal totake Honda power to Red Bull’s B
team was only struck last September, after a
complex negotiation to extract the Japanese
brand from its exclusive deal with McLaren.
Toro Rosso’s Renault engine supply went
Faenzateam had tomake sweeping adjustments
tofitthenew Honda engineintoits chassis, _- »
while alsobuilding arelationship with itsnew - | ~ ! SRS . \
technical partner. ; L\l g e . I~ \
“Iamreallylooking forward to begin thisnew - ; — ) ' —
season and enter anew era for our team, working
withHonda,” said Toro Rosso boss Franz Tost.
“It’san exciting time for Toro Rosso because we
havenever had our own engine supplier before,
sotopartner withamanufacturer, with the
history that Honda has, will be great.
“Itisacompletely new car, with a new power
unit, which hasbeennicely integrated with
supportfrom Honda.Iwould say that we will
twodriversnew to F1, but they have driven for
usinthepastandIamsurethatif we givethem
acompetitive car they will perform at very
highlevels.”
Honda’s Katsuhide Moriyamasaid: “Tam
delighted thatthenew carishereandready
tostarttesting, havingbeen designed and built
toaverytightschedule. Thatistribute tothe
dedication of the Honda and Toro Rosso
personnel who have already learned to work
very well together, developing the STR13 chassis
and RA618H power unit package over the short
winter months. Now we have eight days to
evaluate our progressonthetrack.”

WILLIAMS

Syzz /

— o TEAM INFO
Engine: Ferrari 062 EVO %- _! -_— -‘ E:vgv::i MercedesMO9EQ

Drivers: Romain Grosjean i
) Drivers: Lance Stroll (CAN),
(FRA), Kevin Magnussen (DEN) Sergey Sirotkin (RUS)

Haas hopestobe closer to Williams has tipped its rookie driver

the performance baseline
oftechnical partner Ferrari
with its VF-18 this year.

The new caris arefined
version oflast season’s
challenger, which Haas
hopes will be more stable
and more predictable.Haas
uses Ferrari engines and
other components.Team
owner Gene Haas said:“It’s
nosecretthat we use alot of
Ferrari equipment, sowe’re
using them as ourbaseline.
We need tobe withina
half-second for them to

be competitive.We need to
knock about a second off.”

line-up to spring some surprise results
this season.The team has pinned its
hopes onrookie Sergey Sirotkin and
Lance Stroll, who has just 20 grand prix
startsunderhisbelt.The team’s new
carmarksabigdirectionchange in
terms of aexodynamics, with both

young drivers and Robert Kubica

tasked withleadingits development.
“Ifwe didn’t think they would do the job,
we wouldn’t puttheminthe car,”’said
ClaireWilliamswhen asked ifshe had
any concerns over the lack of experience
ofthe drivers. “It’s quite nerve-wracking
whenyoubring in new talent, butwe
havebeen doing it foryearsandit’s
always paid off. Lance hasbeen working
reallyhard and Sergey did aphenomenal
jobforusintestinglastyear.Ithink

he’ll surprise some people.”
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Bushell will race
Team Hard VW
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Bushell was often
at the front of the
2017 Clio pack

Clio champion didn’t expect to be racing this year until landing Team Hard deal. By Stephen Lickorish

ehadjust
clinched a
second
Renault UK
Clio Cuptitle
instyle. And
by styleread
domination. Nodriver other
than Mike Bushell ever looked
like winningthe title last season.
Hewasbetterin qualifying. He
was betterintheraces. He was
better at consistency. And yet,
despiteall that, Bushell did not
think he would beracingin 2018—
letalonein the British Touring
Car Championship.

“AsfarasIwasconcerned whenI
finished Clios, that was my lot,” he
says. “Ihonestly didn’t think I was
goingtobe continuingracing this
year.I've got alittle girl on the way,
I’d become a two-time British
champion and thought ‘T’'m quite
content with that’ at the time. But
three or four weeks later it starts
tomullin your brain what you
really want to be doing and you
just can’tlose that buzz.

“I'sampled a TCR car and shared
thedriving with Ash Sutton-it was
good to goup againsta guy whois
themostrated driver in the country
atthemoment. It was good to
compare againsthimandit
brought my confidence back.”

Heproved tobe morethanamatch

Mike Bushell

From: Tunbridge Wells, Kent

Age: 28

2017: Renault UK Clio Cup (Team Pyro), champion
2016: Renault UK Clio Cup (Team Pyro), second
2015: British Touring Car Championship
(AmDTuning.com Ford Focus ST), 23rd

2014: Renault UK Clio Cup (Team Pyro), champion

2013: Renault UK Clio Cup (Westbourne Motorsport/SV
Racing/Team Pyro), 11th; British Touring Car Championship

(Team Club 44 Chevrolet Cruze), three races
2012: Renault UK Clio Cup (MBR), 11th

2011: Fiesta Championship (WDE Motorsport), part season

for Sutton on thatday —and thatdid
not gounnoticed. Justdayslater he
hadadealinplacetodrive for Team
Hard inthe BT'CC. Some turnaround
from thinkinghe wouldn’t beracing.

“Ithink Thad written it off in my
ownmindthatI wasn’t goingtocome
back becauseIthoughtIhad missed
theboat,” says the 28-year-old. “The
mostimportant thingtomakeitall
happenisTony [Gilham, team
boss]. He’s been the single most
enthusiasticmanI’veever met—
and that’snotjustbecause of his
pink attire! He lives motorsport,
it’shisbusinessand in the space of
three weeksIlearntsomuch.”

Bushellis confidentabout the
season ahead. Team Hard has
recruited top engineer Geoff
Kingston-whohasmostrecently
worked with 2017 Independents
Trophy winner Tom Ingram—and
hehassetabouta programme of
updatestotheteam’sfleet of
Volkswagen CCs. Bushell says
theteam hasbeen flat-out over the
winter working on the cars with
testingbeginninglast week.

“Really all the pieces of the puzzle
are comingtogether,” hesays. “I'm
really excited for it, the team have
putsomuchtimeintoit—theyonly
had New Year’s Day off and the two
daysfor Christmas.

“Everyone’ssortof holding their
breath -alot of people are watching.

Bushell claimed nine
Cliowins last season

VW CC hasbeenmodified for’ 18

The carisalready proven and with
theinputof anew fresh mindit’s
interestingto see what’s possible.”
Bushelliscertainly hopingalot
moreispossible than thefirsttimehe
graduated tothe BTCC after winning
aCliotitle. Back in 2015 he moved into
the series with the AmD squad in
what proved to be an uncompetitive
older-spec Ford Focus. It wasa
disappointing year, blighted by
hismassive crashin qualifyingat
Thruxton with Simon Belcher that
left him with severeligament damage
and a hefty repair bill. Heended the
year with abestresultof only 10th.
Butthat wasnot hisfirstexperience
of theseries. Heactually made his
debutin aone-off appearanceina
Chevrolet Cruze at Knockhill in 2013.
“That was when the seed was first
sown,” Bushell says. “A drive came
about through Andy Neate so that
was great. Then obviously at that
timeIdidn’treally think of myself

J'.

asbeingaparticularly good driver—
Thadn’t won anything. After winning
the Cliosin 2014 the next step was
tomake thejumpinto British
Touring Cars.

“Ultimately that [Thruxton] crash
was amassive setback. In my naivety
comingintoatop level of motorsport
[the approach]istogo gung-ho ‘Iwant
togetaresult’, Twanttogetatop 10’
Yes, that’s part of the goal butit’salso
abusiness and the businessistostay
init.Inmynaivety atthetimel
missed that opportunity and
ultimately Ithought ‘Ineed to
goaway and regroup’, which is why
Idropped back to Clios.”

Movingback down theracing
ladder was perhaps a bold move but it
worked a treat for Bushell. It allowed
himtofocusonhis weakerareasand
gethiminapositiontoreclaima
place onthe BTCC grid—evenif 2016
didn’tgotoplan after crashing with
eventual champion Ant Whorton-
Ealesinthefinale.

Bushell feltit wasimportant for
him toreturn to winningafter that
difficult 2015 season.

“Thad my confidence knocked
because of that crash at Thruxton—
that wasthefirsttimeIhad everbeen
hurtinacarsoitdoeshave aknock-
on effect to your own self-belief,” he
says. “Socomingback into CliosI
wasn’tthedominantforce. It wasa
case of Ireally had to knuckle down

_-.

e

—
T ——

andimprove andiron out the flaws.
Ultimately Imissed out on the Clios
by the narrowest of margins [in 2016]
but the way itended was one of the
biggest PR buzzesI'veever had
because of crashingoutof the
finaleand taking abow to the crowd
worked out brilliantly!

“Thatset meupfor thenext year.In
modern single-make championships
itwas quite unheard of [to win so
dominantly]andit’saseriesfilled
withagrid of topnames from other
formulae soit wasa monumental
achievement for me-Ithink the only
thingthat will top that would bea win
intouringcars.”

Bushell’srealisticenoughnotto
expect that this season, butreckons
apodium could be possible.

“Ithink the ultimate goalI have
for this year would betoluckintoa
podium on areverse grid, that would
beamonumental achievement,” he
says. “It’'sarealistic goal-1think
comingback toitasatwo-time Clio
champion, with an already proven
car and theinput of Kingston—it’s
now downtome.”

Andhavingbecome only the second
driver to take more than onetitlein
theincredibly competitive Clio Cup,
hehasthecredentials for his second
spellin the BTCCtobefarmore
successful than thefirst. All thoughts
of notracingthis year have certainly
been banished from hismind. |

d
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Marshall: strong
start to Tarmack bid

Knockhill Stages

ByJohnFife

Organiser: Border Ecosse Car Club When: February 25 Where:
Knockhill, Fife Championships: Scottish Tarmack Championship,
North of England Tarmac Championship, Borders Rally Challenge,
Border Ecosse Car Club Championship Stages: 8 Starters: 59

A week after an engine failure at
Snetterton, John Marshall and
Scott Crawford came out on top at
the Grant Construction Knockhill
Stages Rally after an enthralling
day-long tussle with David Hardie
and Mark McCulloch.

Atthehalf way point of the eight-stage
event, there were just five seconds
separating the two Subaru Imprezas.

Runningfirst car ontheroad wasa
serious disadvantage to the top seed
Marshall. “There wasiceall the way
aroundthetrack,” hesaid. “Thad to
decide whether to follow the tracks
leftby the course carsor take the

properracingline and drive on theice!”

Marshall’sexploratory run was
therefore a very cautious affair, and yet
heshared second fastest stage time with
the Subarus of Ian Paterson and Gordon
Morrison. Five secondsfasterthan
thesethree was the Mitsubishi Lancer
of ninth seed, James Gibb, while Hardie
was afew seconds further back.

Asthesunroseintothe clearblue
sky, conditions improved for the
second stage with Marshall and Hardie
equal fastest, but there were perils
aplenty awaiting.

Firsttofind that out was Morrison
whose Subaru smacked a gatepost and
John Rintoul got his Millington-engined
Skoda Fabiastuckinaditch wheniit
slithered off theroad.

Even though conditions were perfect
for the third and fourth stages, and cars
were even kicking up dust on the gravel
section, Gibblost therally lead when he

spun the Lancer on the third test leaving
Marshall and Hardie to go head-to-head
tothefinish.

Hardie wasfastest over SS5and SS6
but the car stalled twice on SS7allowing
Marshall to open up the gap with one
stagetogo. Onthefinal test, Hardie’s
Subaruhiccupped again. The car
caughtatyremarker and slid off theroad
just100yardsshortof thefinishline.

Marshall’s win was sweet, especially
for engine builder TEG which worked
all week tomake sure the car wasready
forthe Scottish Tarmack Championship
opener at the Fife circuit.

With Hardie’s issues, Paterson took
second place overallrunninghis
Subaruwith thesamereartyresallday.
“Ionly had four softs for the front,” said
Paterson, “and two wets for therear.
The car was slidingabout quite a bit—
butit was good fun.”

Lee Hastings therefore scored a

surprise third in his Subaru Impreza.
“If ithadn’t been for an ECU problem on
thefirst stage, Imight have been morein
themix,” hereckoned.

Justmissingout on the podium was
Donnie MacDonald, back in his Lancer
E9. “Iwasfartoo cautious on thefirst
stage, I dropped half aminutetothe
otherboys, that wasjust toomuch to
pull back,” hesaid.

Gibbrecovered from his earlier
indiscretion to take fifth overall with
Tom Blackwood rounding off the top six
and scoringtop two-wheel drivein his
Ford Escort. Firsttime outin hisnew
MK2, Iain Wilson was seventh while first
timeinarally car for over 12 years was
Willie Paterson finishing eighth.

Scoringamighty impressive ninth
overall was the 1400 class-winning
Vauxhall Corsa of Joe Cunningham.
Havingscored two class wins at the
tworecent Winter rallies at Croft,

Cunningham found himself in the
overalllead of the North of England
Tarmac Championship. “Thad
nointention of doingthe full
championship,” hesaid, “but felt
Tjusthadtocometo Scotland after
that, and I’'ve won the class again.”
He’snow having torethink hisrallying
plansfortherestof the season.
Completing the top 10 was the 1600
class-winning Vauxhall Nova of Stevie
Irwin which prevailed by eight seconds
from Michael Harbour’s Citroen C2.
Results
1 John Marshall/ Scott Crawford (Subaru Impreza) 41m56s;
2 lan Paterson/Alan Paterson (Impreza) +34s; 3 Lee Hastings/
Cole Hastings (Impreza); 4 Donnie MacDonald/Alison Home
(Mitsubishi Lancer E9); 5 James Gibb/Paul Tonner (Lancer E8);
6 Tom Blackwood/ Gordon Winning (Ford Escort Mk2); 7 lain
Wilson/ Chris Williams (Escort MK2); 8 Willie Paterson/ Euan
O'Neill (Mitsubishi Lancer); 9 Joe Cunningham/Marc Fowler
(Vauxhall Corsa); 10 Stevie Irwin/lan Middleton (Vauxhall Nova).
Class winners: Cunningham/ Fowler; Irwin/ Middleton; Chris
McCallum/Richard Stewart (Escort); Blackwood/Winning;
Marshall/ Crawford.

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Escort ace Ross Le Noa wins first ever closed-road rally on Guernsey

Guernsey Rally
BylanHarden
Organiser: Guernsey Kartand Motor Cycle Club

When: February 24 Where: Guernsey, Channel Islands
Stages: 16 Starters: 25

Afaultless display of mistake-
freedriving over roads never
used forrallying before gave
Ross Le Noa/Domonic
Volante victory at the
first-ever Guernsey Rally.

The Ford Escort Mk2
pairingled from SS1and set 12
consecutive fastest times to beat
fellow Jersey pairing Jeremy
Baudains/James Ollivro
(Escort MKk2) by 20.8 seconds.

Guernsey’sinaugural
closed-road rally consisted
of four loops of four stages,
and with each testaround
one-milelongtheleadbattle
stayed close all day.

Dry, sunny conditions made

fora constant high paceand
BaudainssatrightonLe Noa’s
tail. Even with amid-rally
alternator problem he never
dropped below third fastest
onany stage. But, the narrow
lanes also claimed two potential
frontrunners; Kevin Rumens/
Kay Taylor (Escort Mk2) ended
therallyinafield after an
overshoot and Guernsey

crew Karl Robert/Christian
Pommier (Peugeot 205)
hitawall.

Third-placed Simon Le Noa/
Katie Le Blancq (Ford Anglia
2300) ran neck and neck
throughout therally with
Darryl Morris/Ollie Duquemin
(Escort MKk2). Simon Le Noa
eventually broke the stalemate
by goingoverall fastest on SS13
and 14, allowing him to hold
Morris’slate-rally charge at bay
by 1.4seconds. Dale Crowsley/

John Vaudain (Mazda MX-5)
challenged for third early on
butan eighth-stage spin
costthem 10seconds and
dropped them tofifth.

Nissan Micra driver David
Ginnmadethelongjourney
from Cambridge and, partnered
by Guernsey co-driver Michael
Timms, they overcame two
overshoots and a minor
gearbox problem tofinish 15th
overalland firstin class.
Results
1 Ross Le Noa/ Domonic Volante (Ford Escort Mk2)
19m3.1s; 2 Jeremy Baudains/James Ollivro (Escort MK2)
+ 208s; 3 Simon Le Noa/ Katie Le Blancg (Ford Anglia
2300); 4 Darryl Morris/ Ollie Duquemin (Escort MK2); 5
Dale Crowsley/John Vaudain (Mazda MX-5); 6 Mark
Sywet/ Chris Fox (Escort Mk1); 7 Dave Oliviera/ Kevin
Irving (Escort Mk2); 8 Neil Cotillard/ Helier Le Brun
(Subaru Impreza); 9=Matthew Leggett/ Garry Toy (Escort
MKk2); 9=Paul Trebert/Will Rutherford (Peugeot 206).
Class winners: David Ginn/Michael Timms (Nissan
Micra); Trebert/ Rutherford; Morris/ Duguemin; Le Noa/
Volante; Cotillard/ Le Brun; Craig Robert/ Karl Marshall
(Honda Civic).

Michael Gilbey maintained his

100 per cent winning record for the
year when he guided Andy Davies
tovictory on the Rali Bro Caron;
itwas Gilbey's third win of 2018.

The initial pace was set by Rhodri
Evans/Max Freeman on the second
round of the Welsh Road Rally
Championship. Intreacherously icy
conditions they had built up alead of
almost a minute by the petrol halt.
However they crashed soon afterthe
restart, blocking the road and causing
the section on which the incident
occurred to be cancelled.

This left Daniel Jones/Gerwyn Barry
chasing Davies/Gilbey, but Jones
hita ditch on the final section and had
to cut the route to make the Finish.
The winners had also hita gate,
damaging their lighting, but still
came home with a 34-second victory
margin. Kevin Davies, partnered on
this occasion by Alan James, had to
be content with the runner-up spot.

Einion Williams/Rhodri Evans putin

anotable performance to win the
Expert Class and take fifth overall.
The last-minute pairing of Chris
Hand/Aled Richards had been level
on time with Jones/Barry at Petrol,
butretired in the second half with a
dry sump pump failure.

Tomos Parry/Michael Jones won
the Anglesey-based Valentine
Rally in their Peugeot 106, with the
Beginners crew of Meirion Gadd/
Ffion Alaw Parry securing the event's
premier award, the Valentine Trophy.

Matt Flynn/Rob Bryn Jones
took their maiden win on the John
Robson Rally, while Dan Willan/
Niall Frost won the Hexham

Historic. Both of these Hexham
MC events ran alongside each other.
IanMills

Results

Rali Bro Caron

Organiser: Lampeter & District MC When: February
24/25 Where: West Wales Championship: WAMC
Route: 95 miles Starters: 87.

1 Andy Davies/ Michael Gilbey (Subaru Impreza)
4m23s; 2 Kevin Davies/Alan James (Ford Escort)
+34s; 3 Simon Summers/ Dilwyn John (Escort); 4
Mark ‘GT’ Roberts/ Dylan Jenkins (VW Golf GTi); 5
Einion Williams/Rhodri Evans (Escort); 6 James
Davies/ George Eadon (Proton Compact GTi); 7 Telor
Pugh/lan Beamond (SEAT Ibiza); 8 Matt Barker/
John Connor (Peugeot 206 GTI); 9 Gari Evans/Arfon
Griffiths (Escort); 10 Paul Morgan/Rhys Griffiths
(Honda Civic Type R).

Class winners: Williams/ Evans; Rob Stephens/
Nathan Summers (Escort); Rhys Davies/Llyr Davies
(MG ZR).
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henew

rallycross circuit

atSilverstone
will be used for
thefirsttimein
three weeks

whenithoststhe

openinground of the British
Rallycross Championship.

It will be a dress rehearsal for
the arrival of the World Rallycross
Championship in May, the headline
event which will be areal test for
the brand-new venue.

Silverstone bosses could
more-or-less start with ablank

sheet of paper with the design. The

area behind The Wing housed the
Stowe Circuit, which has been

used for school sessions and minor

events before. It was a perfect

site for a purpose-built track.
World Rallycross Championship

coordinator Tim Whittington was

aprime mover in pulling the new

circuit together, and he says that

initial discussions at the Autosport

International Show in 2016 had
identified the Stowe track asideal.
“One of the key assets of having
the Stowe Circuitareaisthat the
rest of the venue can remain
unaffected by rallycross at

Silverstone,” explains Whittington.

“We go to some other places, like

Hockenheim and Barcelona, and we

are compromised. Whileitis great

tohave theseiconic tracks, access
canbelimited because you are on
what s, for the rest of the year, a
race circuit. At Silverstoneitis
self-contained. Also, it meansthat
inthefuture, bosses at Silverstone
canaddtherallycrosstrack toits
driving experiencesif it wantsand
itcanalso be used for testing -
whichissomething quiterareinthe
UK.Itisanasset.”

Oncethesite had been identified,
there was the job of designing the
track. While the layout was drawn
with afree hand, there were some
aspectsthat had tobe considered
tostart with.

“Because rallycross starts with
five cars side-by-side, thereisa
minimum track width of 14.5
metrestobegin with, and that
stretches for 100 metres,” explains
Whittington. “That means we had
to have the startline on the
straight behind The Wing paddock.
Itisan old runway, and it was the
only part that could accommodate
thatnecessity.”

Beyond that, there are other
factorsthat have tobe featuredona
World Rallycross Championship-
standard circuit. Thereisa

of the track must be on aloose
surface-but Silverstone has gone
beyond that and will feature 60 per

requirement that atleast40 per cent
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Trackis 60 per cent on the loose

dimensions of the track itself. Rules
dictate thata circuit should be
between 800 metres and 1400
metres. A lap of the Silverstone
track will measure 972m.
“Itisquiteashortlap, butthatis
deliberate,” says Whittington.
“Many of the newer tracks on the
calendar are at the upper end of the
lap length requirement, but we
wanted to create somethingalittle
bit different. Also, the grip on the
loose surfaces change from venue to
venue and thatisimportant. If they
were all the same, then the
engineers would quickly geta
handle on car set-ups and there
wouldn’t be much of a challenge.
“Some of the older venues, like
Estering in Germany, are proper
old school rallycross circuits and

centontheloose. Thentherearethe | some of thenewer onesare smooth.

Jordan: new layout can create a challenge for WRX drivers and joy for fans

British Touring Car star Andrew
Jordan is Britain’s only podium
finisher in the World Rallycross
Championship and the former
British Supercar title winner has
agood insight into what makes a
good venue.

Silverstone is owned by the
British Racing Drivers’ Club and it
looked around for amember who
had suitablerallycross experience
to help with the creation of the new
mixed surface layout at the track.

Jordan finished on the podium at

Lyddenin 2014 in an OlsbergsMSE
Ford Fiesta, and has since taken
partin three other rounds of WRX.
He had an input into the design
tweaks of the track once the basic
format had been created.

Jordan says: “I was shown the
plans once they had been drawn up,
and I was asked for my input froma
drivers’ point of view. I think it has
a good mixture of corners, butitis
one of the shorter tracks.

“Some of the others that we go to
in Europe are what you would call

traditional venues through the
trees. That’s impossible for anew
venue like this, but they have tried
hard to incorporate lots of
interesting features to keep fans
happy. No one will know exactly
how it works until thereis the first
race meeting there. Thatis the test
for a venue and it’ll be interesting
to see what happens when the
British championship goes there
in March. Given the work that

has gone on behind the scenes, it
should be areal hit with drivers.”

Silverstone will have a hard surface
in general, and that will present a
different feeling for the drivers.”

There will be a 2500-seat
grandstand alongside the main
start straight, towards the first
corner, and race control will also be
createdinthatarea. The WRX
paddock will belaid out in the
concrete area behind The Wing pits,
while the International Circuit,
which circles the Stowe venue, will
be used by other elements of the
weekend’s festival of racing called
Speed Machine.

Silverstone’s managing director
Stuart Pringle has also been one of
the driving forces behind the
initiative to bring the World
Rallycross Championship tothe F1
venue. The track design firm Driven
was employed to devise the layout.

Pringle explains that there were
several factors that he particularly
wanted tobeincluded in the
blueprint of the track.

“The Silverstone F1 circuitis
known for beingfast and flowing,
and although therallycross track is
much shorter, we wanted toinclude
that culture and I think we have
donethat,” he says. “Also, we
wanted there to be a signature shot,
aniconicimage that photographers
could get so we placed the jump very
carefully. We wanted a shot with the
carsintheair with the suspension

Jordan was track advisoi'

The jump has The
: Wing as backdrop

fully extended, just like the 1000
Lakes Rally. We have created it so
that The Wingisin the background
of the shot.”

The British RX Championship
round on March 17islikely to get
several visitors from the World
Rallycross Championship looking
for a bit of handy testing before
their showpiece eventin late May.

“Drivers are always going to have
their own views,” says Whittington.
“We’ll have to wait and see what
theirreactionis, butIthinkit will
beagreatlittle circuit—ithasall
kinds of corners onit, from slow
onestofastonesandthereisthe
jump as well, which is an unusual
feature for national runners.

“Itisa double-edged sword
opening with a higher-profile event
like a British Rallycross meeting.

“Itisaone-day eventand the
timetableis full-on, so the pressure
will be on the organisers straight
away for things to run smoothly.
But, becauseitisapacked
programme and a top-level
championship, it will be a good
dryruntomakesurethatall the
systems are in place to cope with a
round of the World Championship.”

The proof of the new rallycross
circuit will come very soon
indeed, and itisan exciting
new development for rallycross
inthe UK. ®

WRX will switch from Lydden

Photos: Hal Ridge, fiaworldrallycross.com
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ROUND-UP

Already assured of his first Hewison
Autotest title, lan White led from start
to finish despite enormous pressure
all day from seven-time champion
Steven Ferguson.

White was quickest on six tests to
Ferguson's three with two more shared
between them, and the final margin of
victory was just 0.8 seconds. Robin
Lyons beat Guy Foster to third place,
16s behind the winner.

Derek Tohill heads the entry for this
Sunday's opening round of the Irish
Rallycross Championship at
Mondello Park, hoping to make ita
hat-trick of Irish titles. His Ford Fiesta
won six of last year's seven rounds and has
been rebuilt for the new season. Among
the other former title holders in action
are Michael Coyne (Vauxhall Nova), his
brother Willie (Opel Corsa), and Derrick
Jobb (Ford Escort Cosworth).

Windwhistle Motor Club will host the
opening round of the MSA British and
BTRDA Car Trials championships for
the first time this Saturday, with the second
round following at Woolbridge the
following day. Seventeen competitors
have entered, half of which are former
national champions. Reigning British
champion Rupert North will returnin a
borrowed Citroen Saxo, having failed to
finish painting his infamous yellow Mini.
He will be joined by Barrie Parker, Henry
Kitching and BTRDA Gold Star champion
Shawn Franklin.

Results

MEC Hewison Autostest

Organiser: Motor Enthusiasts’ Club When: February 25
Where: Mondello Park, County Kildare Starters: 23.

1 lan White (Mini Special) 576.6s; 2 Steven Ferguson (Mini-
Nova Special) +0.8s; 3 Robin Lyons (Mini); 4 Guy Foster
(Mini Special); 5 Eamonn Byrne (Mini); 6 Darren Quille
(Westfield); 7 Paddy Power (Mini Moke); 8 Chris Grimes
(Mini); 9 Liam Cashman (Nova); 10 Norman Ferguson (Mini).
Class winners: Lyons; Ferguson; Quille; Cashman; John
McAssey (Starlet). Novice: Christopher Grimes Jr (Mini).

SPORTING SC

ByHalRidge

Supercar featured anew front

World Rallycross champions

Johan Kristoffersson and Petter

Solberg began testing Volkswagen

Motorsport’s latest development of

its Polo GTi rallycross Supercar at

Mettetin Belgium last weekend.
Inthefirst test of the yearfor

. theHanover-built car, the two

Scandinavians shared driving duties
to complete approximately 251aps
atanopen testday.

Therevised 2017-specification

bumper, different front wingsand a
moreelaboraterear spoiler, similar
tothat seen on thefinal incarnation
of Volkswagen’s still-born

2017 World Rally Car.

“After drivingsomerally carsin the
winter and soon, it was anice feelingto
getback intosucha car,” Kristoffersson
told Motorsport News. “It was a good
day, but there were quitealot of cars so
we didn’tmanage to dosomany laps.
It’salwaysnice to do ashakedown for the
team and also for thedriversthough.”

The Swede appears set toremain
with Solberg’s Volkswagen-backed
PSRX squad for the defence of his
title, although no official
announcement hasbeen made.

Speakingabout updatestothecar
rolled out at Mettet, Kristoffersson
explained: “Weare always trying
to develop and work on details, but
basicallyitis quite similar. But,
it’sstillata very early stageinthe
testingprogramme.

“Maybe [the aero will make more
difference] onthetracksthatarea
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VW drivers
tested tweaks

little bit more high speed, butalsoin
rallycrossit’s very difficult to say
because the grip level changes so
dramatically from when you are on
thetrack to the next time. It would be
possible tofeel some differencesif you
did aback-to-back comparison.”
Andreas Bakkerud alsomade his
debutinan EKS Audi S1 test car, while
the G-Fors team shook downits new
ClioRSRX Supercar. Ulrik Linnemann
won the openinground of the Belgian
Rallycross Championship on Sunday
in an ex-Marklund Motorsport Polo.

Renault backs Silverstone Speedmachine Festival

French marque Renault has pledged its
support tothe Speedmachine Festival,
the British round of the World Rallycross
Championshipset totakeplaceat
Silverstone on May 25-27.

Renault Sport will showcaseitsnew
Megane RS, while fans will have the
opportunity to take partin test drives
and passengerridesin the caronthe
Silverstone International circuit during

theevent. The Megane RS will be
presentin World RX this season, with
the GCK team. Frenchman Guerlain
Chicherit willlead a two-car effort with
the new Prodrive-built cars.

Renault UK marketing director,
Adam Wood explained: “Thefirst ever
Speedmachine will mark the UK debut of
new Megane RS —and visitors will get to
have a taste of Renault Sport’sexpertise.”

0’Donovan changes focus for British title attack

Former British Rallycross champion

Ollie O’Donovan will step back

from atwin assault on the British

and European Championshipsto

focus purely on the UK in2018.
O’Donovan won the British crown in

2007 driving a Peugeot 306 Supercar,

and has won several eventsinrecent

domestic campaigns. He will begin the

British RX season at Silverstone next

month driving his Ford Focus Supercar,

before switchingtothe Fiesta that

heused tofinish on the podium at

Barcelona’s EuroRX round last

season, whichis beingrevamped by

Tony Bardy Motorsport. ;

O’Donovan said: “I've had a brilliant
time competingin both the British and
European Championshipsinthelast
few years, but we had tomake a decision
for this year. Welooked at all the options
and decided that whatIwanttodoistry
and win the British again.

“We’ve shown we’ve had the pace
year-on-year, but often luck hasn’t been
onour side. Sometimes we’vehad
problems because our truck hasbeen
abroad between European events and
we’ve had alimited spares package. The
level will be higher than ever this year,
havingnameslike Mark Higginsin the
championshipisfantastic.”

O’Donovan will
! race in the UK

\LAST-MINUTE:

IX:800STS, HAIRD'SCHANCES

Points leader eager to kick start 2018 running. By Matt James

Reigning National Hot Rod
World Final winner Chris
Haird only unloaded his
Vauxhall Tigra Bfrom its
racetransporterlast week.

The National Hot Rod
mid-season break began
in November 2017,and he
hadn’ttouched therace
carintheintervening i
months. The dust will be
firmly blown off the cars at Birmingham
Wheels on Saturday night.

ItwasagoodjobHaird wasreacquainted
withhis cartoo: atestat Foxhall Heath
inIpswichlast weekend revealed that
there was work to be done if he wants
tomaintain his position atthe head of
the pointschase.

“IThave been sobusy I haven'thad any
time tospend on the car,” said Haird. “It
isjustas well weran at Ipswich though:
wefound that wehad abentaxleand
there wasasmallissue with the brakes too.

“Wehadaspill at Ipswich last year, in the
penultimate round before the break. We
scrambled to put the car back togetherin
time for the last meetingat Hednesford,
which we won, but there was still
something wrong with it. After running
last weekend, we have realised that

| theaxlewasdamaged.”
| Withthatrectified, Haird
will gointo the second half
of the season withrenewed
| vigour. Heisthe only two-
| timemeetingfinal winnerin
| the2017/2018 contest, which
| willfinish at Aldershoton
| June 10, butknows thejobis
| onlyhalf done.

“Ijustneed tomake surel
finish all the rounds-consistency will
bethekey,” says Haird, who has won the
English points on five straight occasions.

He only missed out on a chance of
battling for another successin 2016/2017
whenillness struck just days before the
Northampton showdown and rival Kym
Weaver scooped the honours.

“When youlook at the drivers who are
behind mein thetitle chase, youcan’t
really count any of them out,” adds Haird.
“Billy Wood is behind me and Carl Waller-
Barrett. They will keep the pressureon,
and you have guyslike Shane Bland
coming back out for Birmingham too.
Thethreats are coming fromall angles.”

Aftertheseasonfinishesat Aldershoton
June 10, the top 17in the English points
will joinracersfrom around the globein
the World Final at Ipswich on July 7/8.

AND
National HotRods, England 2017/2018
P |DRIVER | CAR | PTS
1 |Chris Haird Vauxhall TigraB {279
2 |Billy Wood Vauxhall Tigra 252
3 |CarlWaller-Barrett | Vauxhall Tigra 232
4  |KymWeaver | VauxhallTigra |212
5 |BillyBonnar Vauxhall Tigra |204
6 |StuartMclLaird | Ginetta G40R {196

ROUNDS SOFAR

1 Aldershot, July 23,2017
1 Billy Wood (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Chris Crane (Vauxhall Tigra);
3 Aaron Dew (Ginetta GAOR).

2 Ipswich, August28,2017
1 Gavin Murray (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Stuart McLaird
(Ginetta GAOR); 3 Mikey Godfrey (Vauxhall Tigra B).

3BirminghamWheels,

September23,2017
1 Jack Blood (Vauxhall Tigra B); 2 Kym Weaver (Vauxhall Tigra);
3 Carl Waller-Barrett (Vauxhall Tigra).

4 Northampton, September 30,2017
1 McLaird; 2 Blood; 3 Shane Bland (Vauxhall Tigra).

5 Hednesford, October 15,2017
1 Chris Haird (Vauxhall Tigra B); 2 Waller-Barrett; 3 Wood.

6 Ipswich, October21.2017
1 Billy Bonnar (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Wood; 3 Murray.

71Hednesford, November5, 2017
1 Haird; 2 Jason Kew (Vauxhall Tigra); 3 Bradley Dynes
(Ginetta GAOR).

REMAINING ROUNDS
National HotRods, England 2017/2018
8 Birmingham March 3
9 Hednesford March 18
10 Northampton March 30
11 Ipswich April 2
12 Hednesford May 7
13 Ipswich May 28
14 Aldershot June 10
World Final Ipswich July 7/8
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Working out what F'1 testing means

There will be some headline-grabbing lap times, but wait for the fuller picture

This is probably one of the most exciting weeks of the season so far: F1 is back, and it is back on track. All the runners were at Barcelona this
week for four days of testing and there will be anticipation and disappointment in equal measure. ;
All the teams have made bold claims and not all of them will live up to their proclamations. Now it will be a case of reading between the lines to see who has ahit J
and who has amiss on their hands. It is time to turn detective and, with the help of Motorsport News, we will be able to get to the bottom of who is likely to shine
in the season ahead. Look out next week for our full analysis of the opening sessions.
Spainis clearly the go-to place for testing, as a bunch of British Touring Car Championship teams have decamped to the country too to bank some
pre-season running, and you will be able to read all about that next week too. Circuit racing s, finally, waking up from its hibernation. The questions about the
year ahead are being answered, albeit slowly. Expect things to accelerate as the new campaign approaches.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)
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Jack McCarthy pushing, by Neil Kirby

...who also snapped a Team BRIT Aston Another from Sam Nudd at Snetterton
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Formula E:
Mexico City

M Race: Saturday,
2130-2320hrs, 5 Spike/
2145-2310hrs, Eurosport 2

NASCAR Cup:
LasVegas
M Race: Sunday,
2000hrs, Premier Sports

Full, flustered, flecked with flour. All
of the above apply to Motorsport
News'culinary odyssey, testing out
the dishes included in the recently
released cookbook Marion and
Romain Grosjean - Cuisine and
Confidences, whichis written by
Grosjean’s wife Marion, ajournalist
and TV presenter.

The roots of the Haas Formula 1
driver's passion for cooking are
explained in the book's editorial
introduction, as Marion recalls that
he needed to lose weight during
2009 when going from GP2 to
hisfirst, short-lived, F1 stint.

The book s splitinto six sections:
‘Welcome to Our Home', ‘Children,
it's Ready!, ‘Between Us', ‘The

NEXT WEEK

The 1972 Le Mans 24 Hoursisrevisited thisweek

Athlete’s Diet! ‘Friends Bistro’, and

As you may have noticed,
Formula 1 is back. Butifall the
hype surrounding the new car
launches and the opening days
of testing is too much foryou,
then why not put all thatto one
side and enjoy some brilliant
archive sportscarfootage?
Motorsport.tv’s long-running
The Great History of the 24
Hours of Le Mans series
continues this week and the
firstinstalment is dedicated to
the 1972 edition of the race
(Wednesday, 2200-2230hrs).
Thatyearmarked the
introduction of the Porsche

Buemiseeks hlS f1rst win of the FE season

for the office to enjoy. Overall, the

Curves sotune into see who
found the latest iteration of
the track most to their liking.
There's more classic
sportscaraction this week
too withalook back atthe
1988 World Sports Car
Championship (Tuesday,

1745-1900hrs, Motorsport.tv).

The opening Jerezround of the
season is featured and among
the cars competing were the
iconic Silk Cut-liveried Jaguar
XJR-9sand the Sauber
Mercedes C9.

However, if you prefer your
endurance racing to be of the

Australian Supercars to Adelaide

delightful, but following the recipe
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TVGUIBE

more contemporary type, you
are also catered for this week.
There's aseason review of the
recent Asian Le Mans Series
campaign so tune in to find out
how Harrison Newey was able
to claim the crown (Saturday,
1830-1930hrs, Motorsport.tv).
Butifthat's fartoo much
sportscars foryou, then why
not catch up on some rallying
highlights? Action from the Irish
Forest Rally Championship
opener, the William Loughman
Memorial Rally, is also on this
week (Thursday, 2100-
2130hrs, BT Sport 2).

0430-0700hrs

: RALLYING
: SATURDAY :
: MCockermouth, Cumbria :
: Malcolm Wilson Rally :
: Starts 0700hrs Admissionfree :
: Web malcolmwilson.co.uk :

: SUNDAY

: EDonington Park,

: Leicestershire

: Imperial Commercials

. Donington Rally

: Starts 0920hrs Admission
: £13,teens 13-15£9

: Web doningtonrally.co.uk

: HCountyLimerick

. Limerick Forest Rally :
: Starts 0920hrs Admission free :
: Web limerickmc.ie :
: ENewtown, Powys
: Mid Wales Stages :
: Starts 0901hrs Admissionfree !
: Web newtown-mc.co.uk :

Rustralian : SPORTING SCENE
Supercars: : SATURDAY
Adelaide : EBirmingham

M Raceone: : National Hot Rods

Saturday, : Starts 1830hrs Admission
0430-0700hrs : adults £16, children £7 Web

H Race two: Sunday, spedeworth.co.uk
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MARION & ROMAIN

‘Eminent Chef's Cuisine’. Each
contains a selection of dishes,

with the final chapter dedicated to
recipes provided by Grosjean’s chef
friends. These are interspersed with
images of Grosjean's F1 career,
kitchen exploits and family life,

and each recipe includes a short
explanation of its background or
importance to the couple.

To sample arange of the book's
flavour, we picked five dishes. The
chosen smorgasbord: ““So British”
peasoup), ‘beef stroganoff, ‘sole
fillets in papillote with truffle oil,
cherry tomatoes and fennel, and
‘salmon tartar and green asparagus’
- plus ‘macaroons with raspberry’

results are good —which wasn't
guaranteed. The pea soup —“one
of the first recipes that Romain tried
when we moved to England” —
atriumph. The salmon tartar, once
we'd got past the trepidation and
then amazement at fish essentially
cooking without heat, is splendidly
tender and rich. The stroganoffis
also colourful and charming, but
the beefdoesn’t pack much ofa
flavour punch.

There are some issues with
Cuisine and Confidences that
impacted on the experiment. The
English translation is a touch off at
times and some instructions are
confusing. The macaroons taste

exactly calls for the oven door to be
left ajar; the heat is promptly blown
out by the fan, leaving the end
product unrisen and lumpy.

But overall these are minor
complaints. The meal was
thoroughly enjoyable and pleasantly
different. That, in addition to the love
between the Grosjeans and their
family and friends that flows through
the pages, is what makes Cuisine
and Confidences stand out. There
are few tales from the motorsport
sphere, but the book s full of smaller
stories about their lives that provide
fantastic insight. It is decidedly
different, and all the better for it.

AlexKalinauckas
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www.kaylan.co.uk

MOTORSPORT

The winning

“formula in high
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performance plastic...

Nothing endures the punishment received by the underside of a World Rally car better than Kaylan

Resistant to

both high impact and abrasion, our special elastomers are purpose-built to withstand

repeated flexing, extreme abrasion, and just about anything that a forest or gravel track might throw at it

No wonder then that the woeld's top rally teams choose Kaylan mudflaps and underbody protectic
Ford, Subaru, Nissan, Mitsubishi and Seal

Join the likes of
hange to Kaylan,

* Musdfiaps fboth meoulded and punched) » Pratection for; Traling Arms, Gearbox, Aose Joints, Tee Links, Differential snd General Underbody Pratection

ABRISPACE

T: +44 (0)1274 590824

Kay-Dee Engineering Plastics Ltd

* Wheel Arch Lining * Engine and Gearbox Mounts # Bushes and Bampstops * Sump and Tank Guards

* Bespoke Mowlded Parts # Full Cutting Service Available

F: +44 (0)1274 531409

Dominate the competition
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Hawk and Carbotech

motorsport compounds

weww,ctbwakws.com

PERFORMANCE BRAKES

Cambudge
Motorsport Parts

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts
01753532222 | Simpson

Follow Us
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts

Exhausts

FABRICAGE=E=

ROLLCAGE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE

Tubular Steel Bending & Fabrication
Roll Cages with over 20 years Experience
Your Safety is our Priority
From Road to Race, Autograss to Rally,
Historic to Current Day

For friendly helpful advise contact Peter Folbigg
# 07801 749 888 f
== fabricagebt@gmail.com

PERSPEX WINDOWS
Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or
clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents,
full thermo-forming service now available.

>>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT<<<<<

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS
20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ

0113 250 9852

Tel:

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

Call or buy online!
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01509 412 317
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complying with legal requirements currently in
force.

Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal

Address for advertising  Important

The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.

Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertisers name and address
must accompany all advertisements, whether for

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,

Richmond, publication or not. confirmation taken on the phone is binding.
TW9 1AG Any advertisement received too late for publication R
and any advertisement received too late for Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
inserted in the next available issue. on request.
I)M/]l) DAV 11>

AUDEN
& ASSOCIATES

INSURANCE RROKERS

\lil)l"

INSURANCE

NSURAMNCE RROKERS

POLICIES FOR
v" COMPETITION CARS

v" RALLY & RACE CARS
v SERVICE VEHICLES

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

Authorised and requlated by the Financial Services Authority

MARDI GRAS
MOTORSPORT

Performance Instruments

SCHRICK:

1] o

- A=

FERODO |

BACINNG

CALL FOR MORE INFO 2R BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk
006 DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk
01327 858 DRVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk
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The Classic Sports Car Club organises friendly
club racing with an emphasis on great value for
money and high driving standards. We race at the
best circuits in the UK and abroad, with simple
regulations and class structures.

Highlights for 2018:

New Bike-engined group in Gold Arts
Magnificent Sevens.

I I O I O RS PO R I Multiple races at Spa Francorchamps
including the Spa 3 Hours race.

FO R CA RS O F ALL AG ES Open Series races at Magny-Cours, France.

New forced induction race series Motorsports
School Turbo Tin Tops, for Supercharged and
Turbocharged front wheel drive cars.

—d A AR AN R ek B R

SERIES The Motorsports School

Classic Sports Car Club
Tel: 01225 810655

www;classicsportsca rclub.co.uk £ G Soorts ot O B GCSbohating

(rand Prix
IRE e ==

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com
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MARKETPLACE _ Ricidi

EEEF REGISTRATIN

THE ULTIMATE REGISTRATION COMPANY
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A I

i
Dally Deugn FREE! Rally Design 2018 Moforspori Caltalogue!

Available from our website www.rallydesign.co.uk

See

DESIg#g ST n N E I-E I G H BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND SUNDAY 6TH & MONDAY 7TH MAY 2018

BLACKLINE GAS
CHARGED -
_ Page 82

FRONT STRUT

ek TUBEKIT INSERTS |

ESCORT WING
BADGES

FORD TRIM CLIPS
& GROMMETS

CALIPER
CARRIER
MOUNT

AL L
\m 52mm SMOKE LENS
S GAUGES

Y
N
~‘.’.‘h
=
3

HEATED WINDSCREENS
Escort Mk1 & 2

Page 96-100 )

ROl I
o ‘ ' iy

ARM X1000

PeAK &
60mm ‘STEPPER ¢ oG,
e vecs (Page 114 JUTIgS

MATCHING TACHO & SPEEDO

LOW PRICE BLACKLINE HELICAL ATB's
ENGLISH, ATLAS, SIERRA 7”, FORD FWD,
MX5, FOCUS ST170

SPECIAL
TACHOMETERS _,

ATLAS AXLE
PARTS

ATLAS [
PLATE LSD

ENGLISH
PLATE LSD

( Page 137 .

ATLAS INTO ENGLISH PARTS
Inc. Heavy Duty Halfshafts

CASTOR/CAMBER
GAUGE
MOUNT

(Page177.

INFRA RED
THERMOMETER,
Up to 500°C

4-LEVEL §
TROLLEY
TOOLBOX

(Page 177

ENGINE LOAD /. —— VAG SPECIAL
LEVELLER — i TO?)ES

 Page 189

50amp PLASMA
CUTTER

Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888 ww.raﬂydesign.co,uk UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2Q)



36 FEBRUARY 28 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[H250mm x W300mm x LBO(]mm]

=a4a99199

PROJECT 8

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER R  AXF
NECK [BAFFLED] . +FORK LIFT BRACKETS

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 GII.LOH - 2 FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 18 G
[H250mm x W300mm ': = { [H300mm x W300mm -
* L900mm)] | . - ¥ L900mm] =

CMB-FT017 | CMB-FT015

'CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL el CUSTOM
MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE : INLET, 6mm OUTLET

FILLER NECK +STRAPS LED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]

Fieldfare Trailer Centre, Salisbury.
With over 15 years of experience in dealing with
trailers, we know a thing or two about them.

Our expert and professional advice will help you
find the right trailer for your requirements.

People come from all over the country to see our
extensive range for a number of different uses.

* Sales * Trailer Hire * Servicing
* Repairs * Parts
Selection of used Brian James Trailers for sale

A-Max, 5.0m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1800 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1850 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £2000 + vat

TT Tiltbed, 5.0m x 2.02m, 3.5t GVW, £2500 + vat
Covered A-Max, 4.24m x 1.94m x 1.52m high,
2.0t GVW, £3,495 no vat.

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

Sold to Competitors by Competitors ! ‘ -

Tel: 01980 611853 info@fieldfaretrailers.co.uk www.fieldfaretrailers.co.uk
The Trailer Warehouse, Ford Farm, Old Malthouse Lane, Ford, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 6DR. /L] [\

|
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TRANSPORTERS

B

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

B e

=y
-
-

¥ Connected to you

i
T

= ==

L

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat ' : ACEETERE

S TRARIES
AN AMES TF .

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
I:EE TRANSPORTER Ia - _ A A _
For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

A

PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
S0O21 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS

WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND

Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS
Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs
PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON

SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE

Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www. 1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
T: 0044(0)2885549851

T: 07933842719 www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford Trailers Limited ® 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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_ PHOENIX

Authorised stockists for:
PHILIPS

and many more...

015279086176 |

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.

CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST
GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS w_

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
For more inf ion email: sales@group torsport.com
call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com

put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

GroupB Motorsport

. ELECTRONICS GEARBOXES

WEB D

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES
Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

MARDI GRAS

-
\ MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

IRECTORY

RACEWEAR

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

_ MOTORSPORT —

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists = ;D MEUP|
oEmbroidery =
rint d\ % :
©Quick Turnaround L
®Min Order Only 4 t
®No Logo Set Up Fees
www.logomeup.co.uk = 01158 73

 Performance Tuning Specialists
© 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
 Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

— Northampton
Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

(€ 9:9:3:10).4 4

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Telephone: 0121 557 2707 Email

Part[:Je)¢

Performance and Tuning Parts
www.part-box.com

part-box.com
UK's biggest supplier of aftermarket products E £ |

1|} WHITELINE |:|_KIE cusco

RACE & RALLY PARTS

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

) Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics
P g www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L ivimgy e Wigh Tife
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489
sales@LMAautoparts.com www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk
RACE & RALLY PARTS

Rally & Race Gearboxes,
GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

T:01782280136 F: 01782269913
E: sales(@eliteracingtransmissions.com

784’}(

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

Aaron MicNamara
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8105

R33N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS
Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E:aaron.mcnamara@motorsport.com

Abbey Gunner
Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8131

E: abbey.gunner@motorsport.com




REVOLU1ION

COMPETITION AWHEELS
RACE TO RALLY

CRI0 FLOW-FORMED RACE NEW e
MILLENNIUMRALLY I5X65 / 16X70T016K8.0 T

I5X70T015X 8.0 / 16X5.5T016X 8.0 1I7X75T017X9.5 / 18X8.0T018X10.0 ISXG.0TOISX70 / 16X 7Z.0NEW
17X751017X8.0 / 18X75T018X 8.0 18 X 10.0 WEIGHS 10.3KG, ALSO AVAILABLE IN CENTRE LOCK AVAILABLE IN 4,5 & 6 5TUD
- B -
."/ 'j b... h -
/&L o3\
> J v
4 SPOKE RALLY ' RFXRALLY 5 SPOKE RALLY
13X5.5T013X10.0 | 13X5.51013X6.0 / 14X55T014X6.0 I5X6.0T015X10.0

16X75T016X8.0 / 17X7.5T017X 8.0NEW MANTA/ASCONA 400 FITMENT NOW IN STOCK
BMWEID'M3 & COSWORTH SIERRAFITMENTS AVAILABLE .

4SPORERACE 85POKE RALLY

10X7.0NEW / 13X5.5T013X10.0 13X6.0T013X9.0 / 15X5.0T015X10.0
FORMULA SUPER VEE FITMENT NOW AVAILABLE

www.revolutionwheels.com - info@rwil.org.uk « TEL +44 (0) 1623 860000 - FAX +A44 (D) 1623 860165 - MOB +44 (0) 7702 845264

THE ORIGINAL SINCE 1967




