
 

 

Kingston City Council – Is this Climate Action? 

 

 

 

Reduction target 
limited to the City’s 
operations.  Not in 
the spirit of March 
strategic planning 
sessions that 
included setting 
targets for the 
community. 

Kingston has 
declared a climate 
emergency. 
Emergencies are 
urgent. Direction to 
prepare a plan for 
council sometime in 
2021, would likely 
mean that no work 
on implementation 
would begin in this 
term of council, 
losing a small and 
precious window of 
time for effective 
action. 
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Previous success in 
carbon reductions 
were achieved largely 
because of provincial 
action (i.e. closing 
coal plants). Achieving 
real reductions 
requires actions to 
reduce emissions, not 
offsetting. We cannot 
buy our way out of 
this problem by 
purchasing carbon 
offsets.  

Recycling is 
important, but it’s 
only a small 
fraction of 
Kingston’s overall 
GHG emissions. 
The Policy should 
require all 
organics to be 
composted. 

Despite the declaration 
of a climate emergency, 
there is little urgency 
demonstrated here. 
Promotion of tree 
planting and feasibility 
studies do not go far 
enough. Incenting green 
roofs is too narrow a 
focus. We need to think 
big picture
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$200,000 to 
consolidate 
reports? The 
problem with this 
is the timeline of 
2 years.  

We must address the 
problem. Emissions 
from fossil fuels are 
the problem. Buying 
credits to allow us to 
continue business as 
usual is not a real 
solution. 

Cutting biodiesel to fund carbon 
credits? Won’t this result in 
increasing emissions from the buses 
that aren’t electric? 
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2022 will bring 
implementation 
to after this 
term of council. 
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These initiatives 
are very vague. 
Will there be a 
measurable GHG 
reduction? 
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This would mean that 
nothing would be 
done in this term of 
council. Every delay 
makes the work to 
achieve GHG 
reductions 
increasingly onerous 
and next council’s task 
even more daunting – 
and expensive. 

This target was 
set for the last 
term of council. It 
is now extended 
to the next term 
of council? 

Not only is this 
noncommittal, but does not 
move quickly enough. 
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