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By Matt James

Reigning champion Lewis Hamilton says 
that he is in better shape than ever as the 
new F1 season blasts into life in Australia 
this weekend.

The Mercedes driver will chase his fifth world 

crown and says that he has learned lessons from 

his successful 2017 challenge to make him an even 

more formidable opponent this term.

“I’m always thinking of  the next steps as a 

racing driver, how can I improve ” said Hamilt
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British champion says he is fired up for

ByMattJames

ReigningchampionLewis
Hamiltonsayshewillaim
tohaveaperfectseason in
hisquest foranhistoric fifth
Formula1 title.

TheMercedesmanbecamethe

firstBritontolandfourworldtitles

afterasuccessfulcampaignin

2017,whenhewonnineof the

20racesandovertookMichael

Schumacher’srecordforthe

mostcareerpolepositionsset.

TheMercedeshasyettoshow

itstruepotentialintesting,but

theteamisexcitedaboutthe2018

car,theW09,anditsprospects.

Hamiltonwillbegoingtoe-to-toe

withFerrari’sSebastianVettel

forafifthcrown.Thetwowill

matchuptoeachotherinthis

weekend’sopeningrace,the

AustralianGrandPrix.

Hamiltonsaid:“Therewere

20raceslastyearandIdidn’twin

everysingleone.Inhindsight,I

couldhavesetthecarupbetteror

performedalittlebitbetter.That
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Hamilton, Bottas and Wolff are ready to kick off the campaign in Melbourne this weekend

inspires me to improve for 

this year.”

Landmark ahead
While Hamilton is in prime 

position to equal Juan Manuel 

Fangio’s tally of  five world titles, 

the Brit insists that he is just 

focusing on the challenge 

ahead rather than aiming for 

the record books.

“If  I’m honest, I’m always 

thinking of  the next steps as a 

racing driver, how can I improve 

as a racing driver,” he said. 

“You have what you feel is such a 

complete season, but there’s so 

many areas that you can still 

improve. As well as the success 

on track, it is about how you 

integrate with your team, how 

you work with your personnel, 

your engineers, how you divide 

your time through the year – 

all these different things, 

you’re just constantly evolving 

and improving. 

“I think what’s really exciting for 

me is it’s my 12th season in F1 and 

I’m just as excited as I was in my 

first season, which I definitely 

didn’t expect.”

The 33-year-old says that the 

battle with Vettel would be a 

motivation, but he says he will 

not add any more pressure to 

his attack in 2018.

“I don’t think [there is] any 

more [pressure] than there ever 

has been,” said the 62-time race 

winner. “Winning that last world 

championship last year, the 

pressure was immense to make 

sure I performed. The team 

is performing and my job is 

to also deliver: it’s a chain. I’m 

an important link, we are all 

important links, but I’m maybe 

the finishing touch, the catalyst 

to make the whole thing move, 

at the end. 

“And this is what I do, this is 

what I’ve done since I was young, 

this is my comfort zone. And I love 

the pressure, personally. Usually 

when there’s more pressure, that’s 

when I perform better. The cool 

thing this year is I’m fighting 
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HEADLINE NEWS
  landmark title charge

Photos: LAT

againstanotherfour-timeworld

champion,Idon’tthinkthat’s

ever happened before – so it’s 

quite an exciting season.”

Light under a bushel 
After the two prolonged pre-

season periods of  running in 

Barcelona recently, Mercedes 

only clocked the eighth fastest 

time compared to its rivals.

The Brackley-based team was 

one of  the few not to run the new 

hypersoft compound from Pirelli. 

Team boss Toto Wolff  said that 

was a deliberate ploy as the two 

drivers concentrated on gaining 

information from the car from 

longer runs, rather than 

one-shot qualifying pace.

“We decided not to use the 

hypersoft because we felt it is a 

tyre that is usable for one lap only. 

Testing it is about collecting data 

and understanding set-ups,” said 

Wolff. “The hypersoft is just an 

additional big step in grip from 

the ultrasoft. It will be a qualifying 

tyre, and we felt that we would 

ratherconcentrateonthe

developmentworkthanon

single-lap.”

The Mercedes team has focused 

on trying to smooth out some of  

the inconsistencies in the chassis, 

which could be temperamental 

at times last season and had 

some difficulty using its Pirellis 

compared to other machines. 

Hamilton has already said that 

the W09 “feels like a better car” 

than last season, and he is the 

pre-season favourite with all 

bookmakers to land the crown 

this year.

Team-mate debate
Hamilton’s Mercedes team-mate 

Valtteri Bottas will look to cement 

his reputation within the series, 

and the team, after an inconsistent 

season in 2017.

The Finn, who was a new recruit 

at the start of  the campaign, won 

three races and finished third in 

the drivers’ standings. He was 

also crucial to Mercedes lifting 

the constructors’ title. 

The 28-year-old says he is 

looking for an upturn in his 

personal performance in 2018. 

“Every year is crucial, that’s 

how it goes in Formula 1,” he 

explained. “I feel good for the 

year, I feel very much part of  

the team, I feel very supported 

in the team. 

“I know I can win based on 

last year, I know I’ve learned 

massively. I have very high 

targets myself  for the year. If  

I can get even near my targets 

I’m sure the future is good.”

Bottas  is also upbeat about 

the new machine for 2018, saying 

that a less troubled build up to 

the campaign has given the 

team a lift.

“We had more difficulties last 

year to understand the package 

we had and going to Melbourne 

we had to guess certain things and 

made some mistakes in the first 

race with the set-up of  the car,” 

he said. “I feel we understand 

the package better at this point. 

We will find out very soon.”

Reigning champion Lewis

Hamilton expects the 

Red Bull Racing pair of 

Daniel Ricciardo and 

Max Verstappen to be 

his biggest threats in 

Melbourne this weekend.

The Milton Keynes-based

team set the fifth fastest 

time when lapping from 

all of the pre-season 

running was combined, 

but an aerodynamic 

upgrade for its RB14 

chassis is expected to reap 

big rewards, especially on 

the Australian circuit. 

While Hamilton 

acknowledges a threat 

from Ferrari and 

particularly four-time 

champion Sebastian 

Vettel, the Briton says 

that Red Bull is lurking.

“I think it’s going to be 

Max and Daniel maybe – 

Mercedes fears the threat from Red Bull

I WILL HIT THE GROUND RUNNING

I’m talking about [threats] 

from other teams, Valtteri 

will also be in that mix. 

“This year is going to be 

exciting, because last year 

there was a big difference 

between teams in the 

beginning, and then they 

got closer – in 2018, I think 

it starts this close and then 

it’s going to overlap, and 

separate, and overlap 

during the year as people 

are developing.

“Also we don’t bring 

upgrades at the same time. 

Some will.  I think Red Bull 

will bring something at 

the first race, which will 

be interesting to see.”

Red Bull’s Ricciardo 

said that he was unsure 

that his team would eclipse 

Mercedes, but he thought 

they would be well in the 

mix this weekend.

“Now it looks like we’re 

close,” said the Australian. 

“I still don’t really know 

where Ferrari is, I’m quite 

confident that Mercedes 

is just in front of us, but 

Ferrari I’m not sure. 

I think we’re going to be 

a lot closer than last year.

“I’ll do some homework. 

At the same time, I don’t 

really spend too much time 

[on it], because in Melbourne 

I guess we’ll find out.”

Red Bull: big threat

F1 RECORDS

Most wins

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Michael Schumacher 91

2 Lewis Hamilton 62

3 Alain Prost 51

4 Sebastian Vettel 47

5 Ayrton Senna 41

6 FernandoAlonso 32

Most fastest laps

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Michael Schumacher 77

2 Kimi Raikkonen 45

3 Alain Prost 41

4 Lewis Hamilton 38

5 Sebastian Vettel 33

6 Nigel Mansell 30

Most pole positions

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Lewis Hamilton 72

2 Michael Schumacher 68

3 Ayrton Senna 65

4 Sebastian Vettel 50

5 Jim Clark 33

6 AlainProst 33

Most world titles

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Michael Schumacher 7
2 Juan-Manuel Fangio 5
3 Lewis Hamiton 4

3 Alain Prost 4
3 Sebastian Vettel 4
6 Jack Brabham 3
6 Niki Lauda 3
6 Nelson Piquet 3
6 Ayrton Senna 3
6 Jackie Stewart 3

Vettel and Hamilton are both on the cusp of a fifth title

Hamilton says he is happy 

with the new W09 racer

Bottas says Mercedes is better prepared than in 2017



RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP

Changed Toro
Toro Rosso boss Franz Tost says 

there is “a big difference” between 

his team’s newfound status as 

Honda’s Formula 1 partner and its 

previous relationships with engine 

suppliers. The outfit has used 

Cosworth, Ferrari and Renault 

engines in the past but Tost says 

the changes with Honda began 

with the design of the car. “In the 

past, we just got a power unit and 

suppliers said: ‘Look, this is the 

power unit, with the pipes, with all 

the aggregates, just put it into your 

car’,” he said. “Now our designers 

are sitting together with the Honda 

engineers, they think ‘OK, how can 

we create the oil tank, in front of 

the engine, how to put it in a best 

possible way into the chassis.’”

No bankrolling
Renault will not just fund its Formula 1 

team until it matches Mercedes, Ferrari 

and Red Bull because their resources 

are in “another league”, says chief 

technical officer Bob Bell. Since 

purchasing Lotus at the end of 2015, 

Renault has been on an aggressive 

recruitment drive and invested heavily 

in upgrading the F1 team’s factory. “Our 

team is being managed from the very 

top in a very sensible way,” said Bell. 

“We were sixth in the championship last 

year and we need to get into the position 

to comfortably maintain fourth place 

in the future. Until we can do that, and 

demonstrate to Renault that we’re 

capable of achieving that, they are 

not going to start writing cheques for 

a lot more people or resources.” 

Alonso nearly quit
McLaren driver Fernando Alonso 

considered quitting Formula 1 

at the end of 2017 to pursue his 

dream of winning motorsport’s 

unofficial triple crown. “Yes, I did 

think about the possibility of 

changing series and stopping 

Formula 1,” he told MN’s sister 

title F1 Racing. “But I felt it was 

not the time for me to step out. 

I knew I would regret it for the rest 

of my life and that I would have 

this bad taste for the rest of my 

racing career. So definitely I 

still want to succeed. There is 

unfinished business for me and 

McLaren together.”

 

Don’t poke the bear
MercedesbossTotoWolffhaswarned

Formula1’schiefsagainst ‘provoking’

SergioMarchionne,because there isa

realdangerofhimpullingFerrarioutof

F1.Ferrari chairmanMarchionnehas

warnedseveral times that if futureF1

rulesdonotsuithisbusinesshewill

shutdownhisgrandprix team. “Don’t

provokeSergioMarchionne,”said

Wolff,whenaskedaboutFerrari’s

threats toquitF1. “I think thatF1needs

Ferrarimore thanFerrari needsF1.And

hehasanunderstandingandavisionof

what theDNAinF1needs to represent

forFerrari, andhe isano-nonsenseguy.

So, youbetternotmesswithhim.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Ocon aware that he needs to show his ability to his Mercedes bosses this year

Mercedes protege Esteban Ocon says 

he is aware he needs to “confirm” his 

ability to his bosses in his second full 

Formula 1 season with Force India.

Ocon made his grand prix debut in 

the middle of  the 2016 season with 

Manor, then stepped up to Mercedes’ 

lead customer team Force India for 

an impressive maiden full campaign 

in 2017.

Though Lewis Hamilton is expected to 

resign with Mercedes beyond the 

current campaign, the other seat 

with the German manufacturer is 

up for grabs.

As well as current incumbent Valtteri 

Bottas, Ocon needs to establish himself  

above Mercedes reserve drivers Pascal 

Wehrlein and George Russell.

“I think it is one of  the most 

important years of  my career,” 

Ocon told Autosport.

“After learning a lot last year 

everybody is waiting for me to confirm 

this year, which is quite normal. It’s 

what my bosses are looking at.

“My career’s managed by Mercedes 

so my bosses set me some targets for 

this year and I have to respect them.

“I feel like if  I do a strong job here there 

will always be plenty of  opportunities, but 

at the moment I’m fully focused on Force 

India and that’s the important thing.”

VETTEL: MERC TEST
PACE ‘DECEPTIVE’
Ferrari driver questions testing analysis

Photos: LAT

Vettel has “confidence”

By Matt Beer

Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel believes 
Mercedes and Red Bull’s strong 
long-run pace in winter Formula 1 
testing could prove to be deceptive.

Analysis of  the testing times 

suggested Mercedes had a clear 

edge on race pace at Barcelona, with 

Ferrari potentially falling behind 

Red Bull having been the champion 

team’s main rival in 2017.

But Vettel says the fact Mercedes 

and Red Bull did race simulations 

entirely on the medium Pirelli tyre 

means their performances might 

not be representative.

Ferrari dominated the top end of  the 

timing charts at Barcelona with times 

set on shorter runs with Pirelli’s softer 

compounds, while there were hints 

that Mercedes was struggling with 

tyre temperature on the softer types.

“Our competitors – Mercedes and 

Red Bull – used one type of  tyre for their 

race distance simulations, which is 

something you can’t do in a grand 

prix,” said Vettel.

“This has an impact on the strategies 

and ultimately on the result.”

He insisted Ferrari had had a 

strong pre-season and would head 

to the Australian Grand Prix in as a 

good a shape as its main rivals.

“We’re starting from a good base 

with our SF71H car,” Vettel added.

“Now we’ll have to work on 

development to further explore 

and improve its potential.

“I have a lot of  confidence in 

our team, I know how skilled and 

committed the guys in Maranello are.

“We, too, did a good job in terms 

of mileage, totalling some 4323km 

[2686 miles] of  running.

“I have a personal best of  188 laps in 

one day, which is 875km [543 miles] and 

a total of  nearly 3000km [1865 miles].

“We did not experience any major issues 

with the car, and I had fun driving it.

“I can’t wait to be in Australia, 

because once we get on track there, 

we will all be driving and racing 

under the same conditions. 

“And, as I said before, I have 

confidence in our car.”

F1 lap times at Silverstone could be up 

to one second faster in 2018 according 

to track bosses after the entire 3.1-mile 

venue was resurfaced over the winter.

Silverstone managing director 

Stuart Pringle explained that the 

circuit had to undertake work to 

placate Dorna, the promotor 

of the MotoGP category, but had 

gone even further than was required 

to revamp the venue.

“When we looked at it, the asphalt at 

Silverstone hadn’t been re-laid since 

1996,” said Pringle. “The surface was 

looking a bit patchwork, so we decided 

to resurface the whole thing while we 

had the chance, and we have gone for 

the best surface we can.

“Some of the bumps have been 

removed too, and we are looking at 

a lap time gain of about one second 

per lap for an F1 car. All the categories 

that compete on the GP track will be 

able to circulate at lap record pace – 

and it will offer more grip in the wet 

as well. It is an exciting development 

for Silverstone. 

“F1 teams spend millions of pounds 

looking for a one-second-per lap 

improvement, but we have been able 

to deliver one with the work that we 

have done in February.”

F1 cars could be a second per lap faster around Silverstone this year following major resurfacing work

Ocon: Important year ahead

Ferrari appeared to have 

poor long-run test pace
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FormulaEpointsleaderJean-Eric

VergnekeptreigningchampionLucas

diGrassiatbayforall37lapsof the

PuntadelEsteroundlastweekend

afterdiGrassiwascontroversially

excludedfrompoleposition.

Of thefivedriverswhocontended

theUruguayansuperpolesegment–

diGrassi,Vergne,MitchEvans,Oliver

TurveyandAlexLynn–allbutVergne

hadtheirtimesstruckoff afterstriking

abollardmarkingthetracklimitsat

theTurn14/15chicane.Evanswasthen

consignedtoa16thplacestartowingto

aweight-balanceirregularitycaused

byabatterychange.

DiGrassistartedfromsecondonthe

grid,andwhenVergnemadethebetter

starttheorderwassetforthefirsthalf

of therace.DiGrassishadowedhim

throughoutuntilthemid-racecar

changes,buttheirpitstopswereequally

quickandthepairleft intheorder

theyarrived.DiGrassimadealungeat

thepenultimatecornerontheirout-lap

butcouldn’tmakeitstick,andremained

almostwithintouchingdistanceuntil

theflag.

“Ihadmypolepositiontakenawayvery

unfairly,”fumeddiGrassi.“Wehadafast

cartodaybutthistrackisimpossible

toovertakeon,andJean-Ericmade

nomistakes.”

SamBirdfoughtbackfromwhathe

describedasa“woeful”qualifyinglap

andaninth-placestarttoclaimthefinal

podiumposition,leapfroggingteam-mate

Lynninthepits.Turveywenttheother

way;havingstartedfourth,hedropped

toseventhduringthecar-swapphase.

VERGNE HOLDS OFF DI GRASSI
TO WIN IN URUGUAY

‘Is McLaren in
the mire again?’
F1 season preview, p22

Double BTCC champion Giovanardi to return to action in an Alfa Romeo in World Touring Car Cup this year

ESM Nissan squad wins close Sebring 12 Hours contest

Di Grassi fined for
wrong underwear

TheExtremeSpeedMotorsportsNissan

squadclaimedvictoryinaclose-fought

Sebring12Hours,ashighest-placedBrit

HarryTincknellsufferedlatetrouble.

The#22ESMOnroak-NissanDPidriven

byPipoDerani,NicolasLapierreand

JohannesvanOverbeekcompleteda

12-secondvictoryinthesecondroundof

the2018IMSASportsCarChampionship.

Deraniwasatthefrontof thesafetycar

queuewhentheracewentgreenwith

justoveranhourtorun.

Afterademonrestart,hewasabletopull

acleargapoverFelipeNasrinthe#31

ActionExpressRacingCadillacDPi-V.R.

BrazilianDeraniwassixsecondsupon

Tincknell inthebestof theJoestRacing

MazdaRT24-PDaytonaPrototype

internationalsgoingintothefinalround

of pitstopswith40minuteslefttorun.

Heemergedfromthehaltswitha

nine-secondleadovertheWayneTaylor

RacingCadillacdrivenbyRengervan

derZandeandwasabletocontrolthe

gaptothechequeredflag.

TheMazda,whichTincknellshared

withJonathanBomaritoandSpencer

Pigot, failedtorestartatitsfinalstop

andneededapushtogetgoing,dropping

thecartosixthposition.

Two-time British Touring Car 

champion Fabrizio Giovanardi 

will race in the World Touring Car 

Cup this year in an Alfa Romeo.

The 51-year-old Italian, who last 

raced in the BTCC in 2014, has starred 

in Alfa machinery before, taking 

three European titles in a 156. 

Giovanardi, who took the BTCC 

crown in 2007 and ’08, will now 

race a Giulietta in WTCR with 

the Team Mulsanne squad.

“I wish to thank everybody at Romeo 

Ferraris [who built the Giulietta] who 

have made possible the 2018 season,” 

he said. “I had the pleasure of  driving 

the car very recently, and I was 

very impressed.

“For me, it will be a comeback on 

the world stage after a few years 

out of  racing, but my passion and 

hunger for victory are intact. At Monza 

[when he tested the car earlier this 

month], I had the chance to start a 

journey that hopefully will bring a 

lot of  satisfaction for those involved 

in  the Alfa Romeo Giulietta TCR by 

Romeo Ferraris project.”

Vergne was able to keep di

Grassi at bay in close race

Photos: LAT

Itwasn’t justinPuntadel

EstequalifyingthatLucas

diGrassiwaspenalised,he

wasalsofinedforwearing

non-compliantfireproof

underwearduringthe

Uruguayanrace.

TheAudidriverwasfined

€10,000[£8,800]andgiven

threepenaltypointsbut

wasabletokeephissecond-

placefinish.

“Itwasamistakeonmy

part,”diGrassiadmitted.

“Itshouldneverhappen–it

wasnotsomethingthatI’m

usedtousing.

“ItwasadecisionthatI

madetodaybecauseof the

extremeheatandIranout

of underwear,andIdidn’t

wanttouseawetone–so

Ijustputanewone[on].

“Wedidallthesafetythat

wasrequiredwiththe

seatbelts,withthepitstops

–everythingthatisactually

reallyimportantforsafety

wasdone.

“AndIdidn’tthinkthis

underwearissuewouldbe

anyproblem. Butof course

ImustbeawarethatI

shouldwearcompliant

[kit]duringarace.”

Giovanardi will race Giulietta

AJFoytwasunable to act as

grandmarshal for theSebring

12Hours lastweekendafter

he suffered a secondattack

fromkiller bees. Foyt, 83,was

previously stungmore than 200

times in the head in 2005–with

both attacks causedby him

disturbingbeehiveswhile using

his bulldozer. Foyt is expected to

makea full recovery but said “I

look like I had a fightwithMike

Tysonand lost”…McLaren junior

Nyck deVrieswill contest the

World EnduranceChampionship

superseasonwith theRacing Team

Netherlands LMP2squad in aDallara

P217once Jan Lammers steps back

fromdriving following the LeMans

24Hours…ReigningNASCAR

CupchampionMartin Truex

Jr claimedhis firstwin of the

seasonat Fontana lastweekend,

after leading 125of the 200 laps.

Hedid lose the lead for a spell

after a slowpitstopbutwas able

to passKyleBuschwith 32 laps

remaining towin by an eventual

11 seconds fromKyle Larson

andBusch…

THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UPQUICK LAPS

Foyt was under attack from bees...again

Audi driver kept second
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ByMattJames

ReigningBritishTouring
CarchampionAshSutton
tookpart inadriver
evaluationday for the
WalkinshawAndretti
UnitedAustralian
Supercar teamatWinton
MotorRacewaylastweek.
The24-year-oldwasoffered

thedrivebytheteam

anddroveoneof its650bhp

HoldenZBCommodore

machineswhichare

usedregularlyinthe

championshipbyJames

CourtneyandScottPye.

ItalsomeantSuttonwas

reunitedwiththeteam’s

engineerCarlFaux.Faux

usedtobethetechnical

directorof TeamBMR,

whichranSuttontothe

UKtitlein2017,andhe

alsodesignedtheBTCC

SubaruLevorgmachines.

“Itwasachanceforme

totrythecarandseewhat

Supercarsisallabout,”said

Sutton.“Thecarwasatotal

monster–arealeye-opener.

EvenwhenIwasleavingthe

pits, it feltbloodyfast,half

throttleandallIseemed

todoiskeeponpulling

anothergear…”

Suttontookpartinafull

day’srunningashegotto

gripswiththecaronthe

1.86-milecircuit.

“Supercarshavealocked

reardifferential,and

thatmeanstheyarevery

differentfromwhatIhave

drivenbefore,”explained

Sutton.“Itrequiresaslightly

differentapproachinmy

footworktechniquesasthe

shift inbalanceismore

towardsundersteer,but

diallingmyself intothis

didn’ttaketoolongandonce

IhadfoundthesweetspotI

lovethewaythecarrotated.

“Ithinkittookmeabout10

lapstogetthehangof itand

thenIwasreallyabletoget

intoarhythm.Theyare

suchimpressivecarsandI

couldn’thelpbuthaveabig

grinonmyfacethroughout

mytimebehindthewheel.”

Suttonsaidhewouldkeep

intouchwiththeteamand

wasplanningareturnvisit

laterintheseason.

“Ireallyenjoyedbeing

aroundtheteamandIam

planningtogooverand

watchoneof therounds,”

hesaid.“Iwillgoattheend

of theseason–maybethe

finalroundatNewcastle

attheendof November.It

isachampionshipIwill

certainlybekeepingavery

closeeyeoninthefuture.”

SUTTON TRIES OUT HOLDEN
AUSTRALIAN SUPERCAR

Fiesta convert Edwards joins Pattison andMcCarthy in Clios

Butcher secures AmD MG6 BTCC drive
ScotRoryButcherwill take

part inhis first fullseason

intheBritishTouringCar

Championshipthisyear

aftersigningtodriveone

of theAmDTuning.com

MG6machines.

The31-year-old, the

brother-in-lawof three-time

championGordonShedden,

drovetheMotorbase

PerformanceFordFocus

forapart-seasonin2017

asareplacementforthe

injuredLukeDavenport.

Hescoredtwotop-10finishes

atKnockhill.

Hewillnowlineupinone

of ShaunHollamby’scars

alongsideTomBoardman.

AmDTuning.comwillalso

runapairof AudiS3sfor

SamSmeltandOllieJackson.

Butchersaid:“Mymove

intotheBTCClastseason

wasallabit lastminuteand

Iwasthrowninatthedeep

endformydebutonhome

soilatKnockhill, soIwas

determinedtotryandgeta

placeonthegridthisyearto

buildonwhatI learnedfrom

thefinal fourroundsof 2017

andtostartbuildingalong-

termBTCCcareer.

“InJanuary, it lookedlike

itwasn’tgoingtobepossible

butthenIspoketoShaun

abouttheMGandwe’vebeen

abletopull togetheradeal.”

TeambossHollamby

said:“Wewanttochallenge

towardsthefront,andIfully

expectRorytobeinthemix

towardsthetopof theJack

SearsTrophystandings[for

driverswhohaveyettotake

anoverallpodium].”

Reeve joins small grid for Clio Cup Junior opener at Silverstone

Threemoredrivershave

beenconfirmedforthe

RenaultUKClioCupwith

JackMcCarthyandLee

Pattisoncontestinganother

seasonandNathanEdwards

makinghisdebut.

McCarthystarredduring

hisrookiecampaignwith

TeamPyrolastyearandtook

twopodiums.Hewillremain

withthePyrosquad,while

2010runner-upPattison

willagaincompetewith

WDEMotorsport.

Edwardshasbeenaregular

inFiestas–finishingfourth

inthestandingsin2016–and

willcontestthefirstround

withWDE,butdoesn’thave

thebudgetforthefullseason

andsowillreturnlaterin

theyear.

WDEteambossWayne

Easonsaid:“Budgetwill

decidewhenhecomesback,

itwill likelyeitherbejust

beforeorafterthesummer

break.It’sarealshame[he

can’tdothefullseason]as

he’salreadyprovedheisa

verycapabledriver.We’re

overthemoontohavehim

aspartof theteam.

“I’mdelightedtohaveLee

backandwithhimandPaul

Rivettwe’vegottworeally

gooddriversthatthelikes

of Nathancanfeedoff.”

FiestaJuniorChampionship

runner-upNickReevewill

switchtoRenaultUKClio

CupJuniorthisyear.

Hewillremainwith

SpecializedMotorsport,

whichalsomakesitsdebut

inthecategory.

Reeve,whowonsixFiesta

raceslastyear,hadconsidered

graduatingtoasenior

categorybutwouldhavebeen

forcedtomissthestartof the

seasonashewillnotbe16until

theendof April.Heisnow

targetingastepintotheClio

Cupin2019.

“Myaimistogoforthetitle

becauseyou’vegotamassive

prize–freeentryintothe

seniorchampionship[worth

£18,000],”saidReeve.“The

carisabsolutelyamazing,

everythingfeelsmorelikea

racecar.Youcanbrakelater

[and]thefrontendworksso

wellbecauseof thediff.The

carissomuchfun,especially

becauseflappypaddlesmakes

gearchangingaloteasier.”

Reeveispartof averysmall

entryforthefirstroundof

ClioJunioratSilverstone

thisweekend.AsMNwent

topress,LouisDoyle,Lorcan

Hanafin,JackYoung,Gus

BurtonandJamie-LeaHawley

weretheonlyotherdrivers

tobeconfirmed.

Sutton tried Holden

Commodore in Oz

Photos: Carl Faux, LAT, Jakob Ebrey

TCR signings
Total Control Racing has made three

further signings for Ginetta Junior this

year after adding a trio of rookies to

its line up. Karting graduates Abbi

Pulling, who won three British titles

in 2017, Ethan Hawkey and Daniel Gale

will join Ruben Del Sarte and Patrick

Kibble as the team returns to the series

after a year out.

Boardley moves
Ginetta GT4 Supercup regular Carl Boardley

has switched to Team Hard for this season.

The 42-year-old former National Hot Rod

racer finished eighth in the GT4 standings

last year with the Xentek Motorsport outfit,

but was third in 2016.

BRDC SuperStars
McLaren Autosport BRDC Award winner 

Dan Ticktum heads the list of drivers that 

have been selected to join the BRDC’s 

SuperStars programme for this year. Also 

joining are British Formula 3 champion 

Enaam Ahmed, British F4 title-winner 

Jamie Caroline, Porsche Carrera Cup GB 

champion Charlie Eastwood and Asian 

Le Mans Series winner Harrison Newey.

Karters chosen
The Motor Sports Association has selected 

the two karters to represent the UK at the CIK-

FIA Karting Academy Trophy. Josh Rattican 

and William Orton, both 13, will seek to emulate 

Callum Bradshaw who won the title in 2016.

Charity selected
The Wessex Multiple Sclerosis Therapy 

Centre has been selected to be a charity 

partner with Castle Combe this year. The 

centre offers therapies for sufferers, as 

well as working with their families and 

carers. The charity will support the six 

Action Days that take place at the 

circuit throughout the year. 

Virtual GT 
This year’s virtual British GT Championship will 

feature cross-platform play for the first time, 

allowing PC racers to go up against Xbox 

users. The series, which is run by The Online 

Racing Association and fully licensed by 

GT organiser SRO, will run on the Forza 

Motorsport 7 game. The season runs over 

10 rounds, with British GT tracks such as 

Silverstone, Brands Hatch GP and Spa on the 

calendar. Race formats differ between one-

hour endurance and 30-minute sprint events.

750MC on TV
The 750 Motor Club will be televised 

on Motorsport.tv as well as the recent 

Amazon addition Motor Trend on 

Demand in 2018. The Brands Hatch, 

Rockingham, Silverstone International 

and Snetterton 300 meetings will be 

broadcast, meaning each category in 

the club will receive at least one TV 

appearance. In addition, each formula 

will receive its own individual 

production-quality highlights edits on 

the club’s Web TV page, as well as on 

its YouTube and Vimeo channels.

Tibbs to make return
Former Clio 182 frontrunner Andy Tibbs will 

return to the single-make series in 2018. The 

Norfolk man won three races at Croft and 

Snetterton during his last full-season assault 

on the championship in 2015. “I just missed it,”

said Tibbs, who expects to continue racing at 

the head of the field. “I had a trackday in the 

middle of last year, took some people round, 

and you just get the bug again. I’m sure I’ll be in 

the top five, that’s where I was before.”

Busy Rose
Kristian Rose, son of Fun Cup boss Paul, 

made his CNC Heads Sports/Saloons 

debut at Oulton Park last weekend in a 

Honda Integra. Rose Jr had driven the car

from home in Milton Keynes, raced it on 

his road tyres and won his class before 

driving home again. If father Paul hadn’t 

played his double points joker, they 

would have been joint points leaders.

IN BRIEF

Edwards starred during the media day Clio test at Silverstone

Fiesta Junior runner-up Reeve will race with Specialized 

BTCC champion took part in driver evaluation day at Winton last week

Sutton (l) in a cool suit with Australian Supercars driver Scott Pye
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Aim is to have car at

Silverstone Classic

RacelogicbossJulianThomasis

planningtojointheSuperTouring

seriesthissummer,having

acquireda560bhpRouseSport

GroupAFordSierraRS500.

Thomaspurchasedthe

car–originallydrivenbyGuy

EdwardsandAndyRousein

period–fromdealerDuncan

Hamilton,still inKaliberlivery.

“IworkedwithAndyRouse

onhisToyotaCarinas[whenthe

turbochargedSierraswere

outlawedandtheBTCCadopted

SuperTouring’stwo-litre

atmosphericengineregulations

forthe1991season],”saidThomas.

“IboughtitasEdwards’, then

discoveredithadRouserace

history,whichisprettycool.

AfterGuycrashedAndy’s

regularcarinqualifyingat

SilverstoneinJune,Andyput

thisone–rebuilt following

Guy’sThruxtonshunt–on

pole.Hefinishedthirdbehind

RobbGravettandteam-mate

TimHarvey.

“Thecarhasn’tracedfor

25years,althoughit’sdone

trackdaysandbeenupthe

hillatGoodwood.

“Itneedsalotof work,

includinganewrollcageand

safetyequipmentandrefitting

theoriginalgearbox,which

JeremyWelchwilloversee.”

Theaimistoracethecar

forthefirsttimeatthe

SilverstoneClassic,where

itmighthaveasistercar.

“I’dlovetostartitatthe

SilverstoneClassic,”said

Thomas.“I’vebeenspeaking

toSeanMcInerney,whois

preparinga1990RouseRS500,

sohopefullytherewillbetwo

of themoutthereinJuly.”
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Nicosia, the 2014 Fiesta

Junior champion and a

race winner in Ginetta

Junior in ’16, has now

struck a late deal to race in

the series full-time and is

the latest top name to join

the near-capacity grid.

“We had a lot of options –

in most of the TOCA

support categories and

British GT – but Optimum

Motorsport put the best

package together,” said

Nicosia, who also made

one-off appearances in the

Toyota MR2 Championship

and Hyundai Coupe Cup

last year in a bid to upgrade 

his race licence. “We only

agreed it fairly late so

we haven’t had a lot of

preparation time – I haven’t 

tested the car yet at all.

“It will be difficult [to

win the title] but the team

should be good and they’ve

won it before. It will be the

most competitive field the

championship has had in

the last few years.”

BritishTouringCarrace

winnerAidenMoffatwill

competeintheinaugural

seasonof TCRUKalongside

hisBTCCcampaign.

Moffatwilldriveoneof a

pair of  Alfa Romeo 

Giuliettas run by DPE 

Motorsport in the series, 

alongside former BTCC 

driver Derek Palmer Jr.

Moffat, who won at 

Donington Park last season 

on his way to 13th in the 

BTCC standings, will be 

availabletocontest thefull

seasonof TCRUKasithas

noclasheswithhismain

programmeforLaserTools

Racing.HeandPalmerwill

driveAlfaRomeo’sTCRcar

developed by Italian specialists 

Romeo Ferraris, examples of  

which were taken to race 

wins internationally by 

Dusan Borkovic and Davit 

Kajaia last year.

DPE Motorsport team 

principal Derek Palmer Sr, 

who was also responsible for 

runningtheSaveOurParas

RacingInfinitiQ50sinthe

BTCCin2015,said:“Any

petrolheadlovesAlfaRomeos

andit fulfilsapersonal

ambitionof minetoruntwo

of these fantastic cars.”

Elsewhere in TCR UK, 

Sean Walkinshaw Racing 

has announced another 

former BTCC driver, Howard 

Fuller, will pilot its Honda 

Civic in the new series which 

gets underway at Silverstone 

on March 31/April 1.

‘Minshaw/Keen starred
in the Moss Trophy’
Goodwood report, p20
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ner Nicosia to contest full Ginetta GT5 season

Bridgman to stand-in for 
Rishover in LMP3 Cup opener

BTCC race winner Moffat to race Alfa Romeo in TCR UK

Former Porsche Carrera Cup GB champion 

Tim Bridgman will join 360 Racing’s line-up 

for the opening round of the LMP3 Cup at 

Donington Park.

Bridgman will share Jason Rishover’s 

Ligier JSP3 with ex-British Formula Ford 

champion Jamie Spence because Rishover 

plans to take part in the London Marathon 

that weekend.

“We got together after Jason met a friend of  

mine on holiday in Mauritius,” said Bridgman. 

“It was suggested that I send him my CV, then 

he called me, had a chat then we tested the car.

“I did a couple of  races in Blancpain Asia 

last year, after an enforced absence of  longer 

than I had planned. So I am looking forward 

to get back into racing more and when Jason 

mentioned a possible ELMS outing later 

in the year I was in.” 

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

ITV COMMENTATOR

DAVID
ADDISON
“Goodwood’s
MM is a very 
different anima

U
ndoubtedly, this year’s 
Goodwood Members’ 
Meeting was unusual. 
The Arctic weather, 
rendering trackside fans 
frost-bitten and car parks 

like quagmires, was a world apart from 
what the Duke of Richmond would 
have wanted. That the weather affected 
early races on Sunday was, perhaps, 
inevitable, as owners decided that 
snow-covered run-off areas weren’t 
for them.

On-track, though, the racing was as 
dramatic as ever, enjoyed by the hardy 
stalwarts and, for a three-hour segment, a 
huge audience on ITV4. But there are those 
who feel that the Members’ Meeting isn’t quite 
right: Group 1 saloons never raced there 
in period, for example, and nor did the 
spectacular Formula 5000 leviathans nor 
the jaw-dropping Group 5 cars that 
performed high-speed demonstrations. 

But does it matter? After all, there is an 
argument to say that the Revival is the meeting 
at which you need to cater for only cars that 
raced at the circuit in period, whereas the 
Members’ Meeting is a different animal: the 
first major historic race meeting of the season 
and catering for a different market. ‘Come and 
watch a cracking day of historic racing’, is the 
message. If you want to see Goodwood as it 
was before 1966, we’ll see you in September.

Purists can argue about authenticity of cars 
to their heart’s content, although it is inevitable 
with the ravages of time that some cars will be 
like Trigger’s broom, but ask yourself why you 
watch motor racing? Is it for the authenticity 
of cars or the excitement of the racing they 
provide? I suspect, nay hope, it is the 
latter. If not, enjoy your subscription to 
Nerds’ Gazette.

Sunday’s race programme was topped by 
the Moss Trophy and a safety car-interrupted 
Gerry Marshall Trophy Sprint race, in which 
there was much to savour. Rob Huff’s 
handling of Richard Meins’ Jaguar E-type 
was just awesome as he had the car at 
some terrifying angles in his pursuit of 
race winner Phil Keen, his bravery around 
the outside at Woodcote underlining his 
testicular enhancement.

And then there was Graham Scarborough’s 
efforts in the Gerry Marshall Trophy later in the 
day. Skid, as GDR Marshall dubbed him, was 
in fine form as he battled with Ric Wood’s 
similar Ford Capri and the Great Man would 
have been proud of his old mate as he saved 
what seemed to be two impossible recoveries 
around Woodcote and the chicane. That 
Skid was excluded for an HTP-related 
offence would have induced an expletive-
laden assessment from Gerry for sure!

The Members’ Meeting delivers action 
aplenty from great cars hustled by masters 
of their art, and that, surely, is what we want 
to see. If Sunday’s action did n’t excite, you 
have no soul. 

Long may it continue.

Nicosia won at Knockhill in GT5 last year

EX-ROUSE SIERRA TO RETURN

Moffat and Derek Palmer Jr will drive Giulietta TCR cars in the new series this year

Bridgman to drive  Ligier for 360 Racing





WHORTON-EALES
TO MINI CHALLENGE
Former BTCC driver to race Mini with Jamsport squad

Photos:DaveYoungPhotographics, JakobEbrey, Steve Jones

By Rob Ladbrook

British TouringCar
Championship racerAnt
Whorton-Ealeswill join
theMini Challenge JCW
Championship this year
with the Jamsport team.

Whorton-Eales won the Renault

UK Clio Cup title in 2016 before

graduating to the BTCC to race

an AmDTuning.com Audi S3 last

season. He also has a history with

the Mini Challenge, having won

the lesser-powered Cooper

Class title back in 2011.

For this year he will head-up

a multi-car JCW entry from

Jamsport, the squad which

ran him to the Clio title in 2016.

“I was made an offer that was too

good to turn down by Jamsport,”

said Whorton-Eales. “Realistically,

in the BTCC, I wouldn’t have been

fighting for outright wins in 2018.

I know how it works and it would

have been tough, but in the Mini

Challenge I think I can be right in

the mix and be up there fighting

at the front again hopefully.

“The JCWs are amazing cars

and not too far away from a

BTCC machine. They are a little

bit different in the brakes and in

the speed, but that is it. It is very,

very close and I know that people

will think I am there to be beaten

but I don’t see it that way. It will

be tough but I am really excited

about the challenge.”

Jamsport boss Jamie Going

added: “Ant’s one of those special

drivers that can simply jump

into anything and be right at the

front – he could probably drive

a wheelbarrow faster than

most people.

“He’s got to be a title contender

this year. He’s won in almost

everything he’s done.”

Jamsport will also run

additional cars for Scottish

Mini ace Joe Tanner, reigning

Ford Fiesta Junior champion

Jack Davidson and series

returnee Calum King.

AdditionalreportingbyMattJames

A pair of Toyota GT86s join British GT4 grid for 2018

Miloudi will only race sporadically this season

TwoToyotaGT86GT4swill join

theBritishGT4gridthisseason,

enteredbyStellerMotorsport.

SennanFielding–whofinished

secondinBritishF4in2016–

headlinesoneentryafter

switchingfromracingaGinetta

inVdV,andhe’sjoinedby

theyoungestdriveronthis

year’sgrid,ex-GinettaJunior

racerTomCanning,aged16.

“It’sgreattoberacingback

onBritishsoil,”saidFielding,

22.“Aftergettinginvolvedwith

coachingdriversinsportscar

racinginrecentmonths,I’msure

Icanaddsomethingtothewhole

effortheretoo.It’salwaysgood

toworkwithemergingtalents.”

Theothercarwillbeshared

byapairof 17-year-olds.GT4

returneeDeanMacdonald,who

switchesfromaMcLarenafter

finishingsecondinlastyear’s

GT4standings,willbepartnered

bysingle-seaterconvertAlex

Quinn.Thelattertookfourwins

inBritishF4lastyear.

Stellerhasbeenworkingon

thecarsince2017toprepareitfor

thisseason,withtouring

carandsportscarengineer

GaryBlackhambehind

thedevelopment.

“WiththeToyotasnow

reengineeredandanarrayof

youngtalentweareeagerto

gettheseasonstarted,”said

Blackham“I’mdelightedto

bringatwo-careffortforthe

fullseason.Thatwillhelp

everyoneinvolvedtocarrythe

programmeforwardandtobe

realcontendersatthesharp

endof afantasticGT4field.”

ReigningFormulaVeechampionBen

Miloudiwillnotbedefendinghistitle

in2018forfinancialreasons.

TheScotsmanisaimingtotakepart

intheBrandsHatchmeetinginApril

and“possiblyoneotherlaterinthe

year”butnomore.

“I’vemadethechoicetosavesome

moneythisyear,”saidMiloudi,who

hasnotruledoutsellinghiscaratthe

endof theseason.“Itwouldbenice

todothefullchampionshipagain

butpossiblynextyearI’lldoitmore

seriouslyagain.I’mgoingtotakeit

asitcomes.”

Histitlerivalfromlastyear,Adam

Macaulay,willalsobeabsentfromthe

championshipforsimilarreasons.He

hassoldhisUK-speccartoseekouta

chassisinhishomecountryof Ireland.

AWE joins the 

busy JCW grid

Clarke and Gough to 
race in National FF1600

Gooding moves to 
senior Fiesta series

Large prize for Mini champ

Teen historic racer and Clubmans  

frontrunner James Clarke will 

switch to single-seaters this year 

with an attack on the British Racing 

and Sports Car Club’s National 

Formula Ford 1600 Championship.

Clarke, 17, won his class in the 

British Automobile Racing Club 

Clubmans Championship in 2018 in 

a Mallock, and finished second in 

class in the Historic Sports Car 

Club’s Historic Touring Car 

Championship in a Lotus Cortina.

Now Clarke will compete in the 

Scottish and National FF1600 

championships in a Mygale SJ08, 

run by MCK Motorsport.

“In Clubmans and Historic Touring 

Cars I was learning a lot about driving 

different cars, but perhaps it [the 

racing] wasn’t as close,” said Clarke. 

“Although it was close at times, it was 

more to do with different cars having 

different strengths. In Formula Ford 

it’s hugely competitive. 

“It’s such a different category to 

what I’m used to that I haven’t set 

any targets. I know to expect that 

it’s going to be competitive.”

One rival Clarke will face is 2014 

National champion Stuart Gough, 

who returns to the championship 

with the Kevin Mills team, for the first 

time since 2004. He was competitive 

in the Walter Hayes Trophy with 

the same team last year.

“It’s what I know and what I love,” 

said Gough of the National 

championship, after competing in 

Minis last year. “I know how good the 

championship is and it gives me the 

opportunity to go up against some of 

the more established names but also 

some of the young drivers coming 

through, I know I will be p ushed.”

Harry Gooding is aiming to add the 

British Racing & Sports Car Club’s 

Fiesta Championship title to the 

Junior version he secured in 2016 

after signing with Jamsport for 

his maiden senior campaign.

Gooding won the Fiesta Junior 

Championship with the same 

team and planned to contest the new 

Renault UK Clio Cup Junior series 

last year before its postponement. 

Instead he combined a part-season 

in the Fiesta category with 

contesting the final three Clio 

Junior weekends, scoring a best 

result of  second at Pembrey.

The 16-year-old will drive the 

same Ford Fiesta ST that took him 

to the junior title, but fitted with 

slick tyres.

“The target is to win the 

championship,” said Gooding, 

who will have to fit racing 

commitments around sitting 

his GCSEs this summer.

“We’ll just take this year how it 

comes and see where it leaves us 

at the end. I don’t really want to 

move on without winning [the 

championship] because it would feel 

like I haven’t really completed it.”

 Gooding has tested the car for two 

days ahead of  the season-opener at 

Brands Hatch this weekend.

This year’s Mini Challenge JCW champion 

will win a fully funded season of endurance 

racing in Japan worth over £100,000.

The prize is being offered through a new 

relationship between British Mini Challenge 

promoter Total Track, Japanese firm Giomic 

and Chinese organisation Great Drive Group.

Both Giomic and Great Drive Group have 

ordered F56 JCW Challenge cars from Britain 

to launch their own versions of  the challenge.

As part of  the partnership, the champions 

of  each of  the British, Chinese and Japanese 

series will be offered the chance to share a 

funded car in the Japanese Super Taikyu 

endurance series for the full 2019 season. 

Super Taikyu caters for both GT and 

touring car-style machinery, and the three 

winners will share a new endurance-spec 

Mini, which is under development at 

British manufacturer Excelr8 Motorsport.

Mini Challenge UK promoter Antony Williams 

said: “This has got to be one of the biggest prizes 

in British motorsport, and it’s a great way to 

kick off  our relationship with the Far East.

“Motorsport in Asia is rapidly developing 

and the JCWs were always designed to be an 

ideal springboard into touring cars. Having 

the chance to race in Japan for a full season is 

an amazing opportunity. The British champion 

will experience an entirely new racing culture 

and be put on the perfect stage to try and build 

a career in Asian motorsport and beyond.” 
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Macdonaldhasdrivenex-GPRMmachineat

FormulaVeechampionMiloudiwillonlycontestselectedracesintheseriesthisyear

GoughracedwithMillsinWalterHayes

Champion will race in SuperTaikyu
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Volvo ran at Goodwood

Escortspecial
TheHistoricSportsCarClubhas
receivedagoodresponseto its
plans tocelebrate50yearsof the
FordEscortwith twospecialone-
model racesatBrandsHatchon
September23.Morethan25cars
havebeen identifiedasready to
race.Threecarsarecommitted
fromtheClassicCompetition
teaminHolland, includinga
pairofRS1600s,whileanother
RS1600 isduefromFrance.

BusyGlover
Historicsingle-seater racerNeil
Gloverwill split his timebetweena
Formula1ArrowsA5andhis regular
Formula5000ChevronB37this
season.Gloverwill alsodebuta freshly-
builtFordMustang inPre ’66Touring
Carsandplans to run theSimon
Hadfield-built caralongside the two
single-seaterswhereverpossible.

Cultracancelled
TheCultrahillclimbinNorthern
Ireland,plannedfor June9,has
beencancelled.Theannual
classicevent in thegrounds
of theUlsterFolkandTransport
Museumhasbeen lost toa
majororganisational reviewof
museumsinNorthern Ireland.
However, it ishopedthat itwill
return in2019.

Darbyshirekicksoff
IntrepidMorgan three-wheeler racer
SueDarbyshireopenedher2018
season in theJohnBolsterCuprace
atGoodwood.She twice racedthe
1928Morganat theGoodwood
Revivalaboutadecadeago.Her
seasonwill includeVSCCracesand
another trip to the IsleofManClassic
at theendofApril.

BRMfiredup
The1950BRMV16ownedbythe
NationalMotorMuseumwillbe
firedupfor the first time inMay
followingacompleteengine
rebuildbyHallandHall. The
necessary rebuildwasfunded
bycharitabledonationsand
theengine isduetoroar into
lifeduringtheBeaulieuSpring
AutojumbleonMay19.The
complexBRMlast ran inpublic
at the2014GoodwoodRevival.

LenhamforGuards
FormerhillclimbersJonWaggitt and
PeterNeedhamwill shareWaggitt’s
Lenhamsports-racingcar in thisyear’s
GuardsTrophy.TheLotus twin-cam
poweredcardidnot run last yearbut
Waggitthopes that theycan trouble
thestandard-settingChevronB8s.
TheYorkshiremenpreviouslyshared
Mallocks inhillclimbing.

PartyatSilverstone
Silverstonewillhonour its70th
anniversaryseasonduringthe
BritishGrandPrix (July6-8)with
threeparadesfeaturingsomeof
thecarsanddrivers thathave
starredsincethefirstBritish
GrandPrixonOctober2,1948.
Theparadeswill takeplaceon
eachdayof theraceweekend.

BHRC2tobegin
Saturday’sRallyNorthWaleswill be
the first roundof thenewBHRC2,
whichhasbeencreated to turn the
spotlighton theCategory1(pre-1968)
andupto1600cccars.Wellover20
carswill lineupand it is theclass
1600ccEscortMk1ofAdamMilner
andRoyJarvis thatwill beexpected
toset thepace.

HISTORICS

Daytona tribute at Silverstone Classic Spaggiari tries
rare Lotus F3

TheSilverstoneClassicwill

paytributetotheDaytona

24-hourracewitha‘Daytona

atDusk’featureonthe

Saturdayeveningof the

three-dayhistoricfestival

onJuly20-22.

ClassicGTcarsof

the1960s,FIAMasters

HistoricSportscarsandthe

newMastersEndurance

Legendsforprototypes

andGTcarswilldeliverthe

eveningspectacle,

replacingtheprevious

GroupCfeature.Theevent

willalsomarkthe50th

anniversaryof theFerrari

365GTB/4Daytona.

TheEnduranceLegends

race,makingitsdebutat

Silverstone,willwrapupthe

eveningwiththesightand

soundof GTandprototypes

racingintothedarkness

untilaround2100hrs.

Theone-off Lotus41X

Formula3car,developed

andracedbyJohnMiles

in1968,ranintheUK

forthefirsttimesince

thatdebutseasonwhen

ItalianEnricoSpaggiari

qualifiedatGoodwood.

Theone-litreF3caris

notthoughttohaveraced

sinceMonzain1970and

wasfoundinTuscanyin

Ex-works Volvo breaks cover for Gerry Marshall Trophy outing

ArareVolvo242Turbonotracedfor

morethan30yearsjoinedtheGerry

MarshallTrophygridatGoodwood

inthehandsof newownerPhil

PerrymanandJohnYoung.

RacedinFrancein1981,

Perrymansaysithadnotrun

since1982andhehasspentthe

last12monthsrebuildingitfor

Goodwoodand,hehopes,the

HistoricTouringCarChallenge.

“TheFrenchProductionseries

wascalledGroup1Bandthecar

wasracedin1982andthenwent

intostorage,”hesaid.“It isthe

firstVolvotorunintheGerry

MarshallTrophy.Butwe’restill

learningit.”

Afterqualifyingmidfield,they

retiredfromthetwo-driverrace

withnew-carteethingissues.

By Paul Lawrence

ThenewRally 2WD
conceptwill get off to a
flying start onRally North
Wales onSaturdaywith
110 two-wheel-drive cars
completing their stages in
themorning aheadof the
four-wheel drive field.

R2WD was designed to

revitalise gravel rallying,

notably for the groups most

impacted by the move to

run all rallies with one seeded

block of entries.

The initiative has worked

well and Rally North Wales

had a capacity fully paid

entry in less than two weeks,

with 80 historics including

18 Category 1 (pre-1968) cars.

In 2017, the same event ran

with 88 starters and is the

first UK gravel rally this

season to run on a secure

financial footing.

Clerk of the course Richard

Hinton from Wolverhampton

and South Staffs Car Club

said: “We are delighted to

be working with the guys

behind Rally 2WD.

“Rallyingin2017was

depressedwithlowinterest

fromcompetitorsand

challenging financial times

for rally organisers. Having

been involved in event

organisation for over 20 years

we have been amazed at the

response from competitors.”

Simon Wallis, from R2WD,

added: “The response to

Rally North Wales has been

incredible. To have a full and

fully paid entry in two weeks

is unheard of for an event of

this type in the current era.

“We applaud the organisers

for having the foresight to

make major changes and

we now expect a similar

response to the Red Kite Stages

on June 24, which will also

run the R2WD format.”

going this weekend

UP
DOWNTHE

PUB
WITH
BRIAN
REDMAN
Racing veteran

Age: 81 Lives: Florida

IN BRIEF

‘Milner should set
North Wales pace ’
BHRC2 will kick off, below
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He was celebrating 
F5000 at Goodwood
“It’s fantastic to see so many 
Formula 5000s at Goodwood 
this weekend, including some fairly 
rare ones. Formula 5000 was a 
big part of my career. Although 
I’m recognised for sportscar racing, 
mainly in Europe, for me those 
four seasons in Formula 5000 
with Jim Hall at Chaparral and 
Carl Haas with Lola were my best 
racing years.”

He loved his time in F5000
“They were wonderful cars to race 
and it was a fantastic time and the 
crew at Chaparral was just four 
people, including Franz Weis 
who built the engines and tested 
the car at Rattlesnake Raceway. 
We had a fantastic crew and Jim 
Hall led from the front.”

It all went wrong
“By 1977 I was already 40 but 
I thought I’d got another six or 
seven years of Formula 5000. But 
they changed the rules and put all-
enveloping bodywork on the cars. 
The first race of the year was at St 
Jovite in Canada and we made a 
quarter of an inch change to the 
front wing. It took off and came 
down upside down and I broke my 
neck, shoulder, sternum and ribs. 
The ambulance blew a tyre on 
the way to hospital and I was 
declared dead!”

It was a life-changer
“I was living near Gargrave in 
Yorkshire, living in a 17th century 
house, I’d got the ex-Steve 
McQueen Porsche 917 I paid 
£9000 for and everything was 
good. Suddenly life changed, as it 
can sometimes. I went to work for 
Carl Haas in Chicago selling Lolas 
and Hewland gearboxes. Within a 
couple of months of starting, 
the new IMSA rules came out 
introducing the GTP category 
and off we went with a Lola.”

He raced at Goodwood 
in 1960
“I only ever raced at Goodwood 
once in my early days and that was 
in 1960. I was living in Burnley and I 
was making mop heads. I’d had my 
first race at Rufforth in 1959 in my 
Morris 1000 sales reps’ car with a 
supercharger. In 1960 I bought a 
Mini and I drove it from Burnley to 
Goodwood. That was an eight-
hour trip and it rained. It then rained 
in the five-lap handicap race and I 
drove it home in the rain. I got home 
at 0400hrs and was in at work four 
hours later making mops!”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Two-wheel-drives are 

back to the front

Redman: a mop maker...

BTCC battler Tordoff plans more historic races in 2018 with his own Porsche 356

British Touring Car 

Championship racer Sam 

Tordoff  debuted his newly-

acquired Porsche 356 in the 

Moss Trophy race at Goodwood.

Tordoff, a Goodwood regular in 

period touring cars, wanted to 

have aclassicracecarof hisown

and th

his fam

motor

herita

“We

comin

Goodwoodandit’sgreat to be 

wn car,” said 

who shared 

is rac ing 

ager Tim 

den in the 

-driver race. 

The pair failed to finish the race.

The former Californian car 

was owned by John Ruston and 

raced occasionally by Gareth 

Burnett. Tordoff  now plans to 

contest the Pre ’63 GT series and 

the Le Mans Classic.

1999. Spaggiari’s crew 

have restored it over the 

last three years, but he 

elected not to start 

Sunday’s snow-hit race.

“It has been in Italy for 

50 years,” said Spaggiari. 

“It was the first Lotus 

with a wedge shape. 

When we found it, 

there was a 1600cc 

Lancia engine in it.” 

Lotus 41X: rare
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Sweet Lamb will

swap to Saturday

says...
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RALLY NEWS

WALES RALLY GB CONFIRMS
CLOSED-ROADS FOR 2018

ByDavidEvans

MotorsportNewscanconfirm
October’sWalesRallyGBwill
includeactiononclosedpublic
roadsandnocompetitive
mileage inEngland.

ThetimetableforRallyGBhas

beensignificantlyoverhauledwith

theinclusionof afullday’sactionin

NorthWalesforthefirsttimeinthe

event’shistory.Clocaenogand

theroadsaroundBetws-y-Coed

willbeusedontheopeningday

of theOctober4-7event,meaning

mid-Waleswillshift fromits

traditionalFridayslottowhat’s

beenlabelledas‘SuperSaturday’.

Aswellasofferingfansmore

choiceof wheretowatchand

lesseningthechancesof spectators

beingturnedawayfromfullcar

parks,Friday’sactioniswithin

easyreachof themillionswholive

aroundManchesterandLiverpool.

Andthere’sgoodnewsforthe

teams,too:afterbemoaningthelack

of alunchtimeserviceduringlast

year’sevent,RallyGBmanaging

directorBenTaylorhasconfirmed

theeventwillbebackinDeeside

foramiddayhaltonFriday.

“Thisissomethingwe’vebeen

wantingtodoforsuchalongtime,”

saidTaylor.“Usingthelegislation,

wehavebeenabletobuildsomereal

lengthintosomeof theclassicstages

upthere;we’recomingbackto

serviceatlunchtimeandwe’re

deliveringamorecompactroute.

Thisisawin-winforus.”

WhileTaylorwouldn’tbedrawnon

specificstages,MNunderstands

PenmachnoandClocaenogare

thekeytestsinforanoverhaul

thisseason.

Abetterdealforfansliesatthe

heartof thechangesTaylorandhis

teamaremakingtoaroutewhich

willbesenttotheFIAnextmonth.

Headded:“Lastyearwehadpeople

arrivingatsomestageswithaticket,

onlytobeturnedawaybecausethe

carparkswerefull.Theyaskedthe

marshalsonequestion: ‘WherecanI

gothen?’Wehadroomintheforests,

buttherewasn’tanywhereforthe

carunlesstheydroppeditonthe

sideof theroadandwalkedin.

Ithinkpeoplewill forgivethatsort

of thingforoneyearbutwe’vegot

toshowthatwe’velearnedfromit.

“Wehavemovedmid-Walesto

Saturdayforpreciselythatreason

andwe’vemadeitarealdayof

endurance;it’sadawn-to-duskday

with100-oddmilesof competition

andfiveindividualstagelocations;

there’sareasonwearecallingit

‘SuperSaturday’.

“Wecan’tbuildmorecarparks

inthemiddleof Dyfi,butwhat

wecandoisoffermoreviable

alternativesforthefansinthat

regionandthat’swhatwe’vedone.”

Thefinaldaywillreturnthe

crewstoNorthWales,butthere

willbeanewpowerstageforthis

season.Therearecompletely

newstagelocationsin2018as

wellasthedepartureof theonly

Englishelements, includingthe

Cholmondeleytestandregroup

inChester.

Tayloradded:“Gettingoverto

Cholmondeleysacrificedhalf a

dayof therouteanditjustwasn’t

possibleforthisyear.We’vebuilta

realfollowinginCheshireinthelast

coupleof yearsandwe’reabsolutely

notturningourbacksonthematall.

We’llcertainlyinvestigatewaysto

returnthereinthefuture.”

Taylordeniedtheeventwaslosing

itsfamilyappealbydroppingits

soleRallyFeststage.

“Don’t worry,” he said, “we’re

working on a real treat for families.

We can’t say anything yet, but if

our plans come to fruition I think

everybody will be really pleased.

And, don’t forget, we still have

the crowd-friendly Tir Prince

stage opening the event on

Thursday night.”

Taylor also confirmed changes

to the WRGB National Rally,

with that event moving to a

Friday-Saturday rather than

Saturday-Sunday format in an

effort to bolster the competitive

distance to 85 miles this year.

Route reshuffle means full day in North Wales on Friday for WRC crews

Where Britain’s round 

of  the World Rally 

Championship is 

concerned, it doesn’t 

take a lot to get MN 

excited. Which is why 

we’re very excited 

about what’s coming 

in October.    

Granted, it’s more 

evolution than 

revolution; the woods 

of  England’s north 

and Scotland’s south 

remain untouched by 

the wheels of  the WRC, 

but while we remain on 

the Welsh side of  Offa’s 

Dyke, this is a big deal.

Newtown’s a great 

place, but there are only 

so many Fridays you can 

spend standing outside 

The Victoria Vaults on 

Broad Street. Saturday 

will be a much better 

GB route changes are positive

day… Let’s be honest, 

the route had started 

to get a bit stale and 

this refresh was just 

about due. 

Any time route 

co-ordinator Andrew 

Kellitt’s given a freer 

reign and a box to think 

outside of, he comes 

up with something 

great. AK, Taylor and 

clerk of  the course Iain 

Campbell have had 

their heads together 

on this one for a while. 

It’s going to be good. 

David Evans 
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Volkswagen’s new 

I.D. R challenger

Volkswagen has revealed the 

first images of  its challenger 

for the Pikes Peak International 

Hill Climb record.

The car will be known as 

the I.D. R Pikes Peak after 

the German firm’s I.D. range 

of  electric road cars, which 

will be rolled out from 2020. 

The R denotes input from 

Volkswagen’s performance 

R range. Reigning FIA R-GT 

Cup champion and two-time 

Le Mans winner Romain

Dumas will drive the 

four-wheel-drive car, with 

his sights set firmly on New 

Zealander Rhys Millen’s 2016 

electric prototype hillclimb 

record of  8m57.118s for 

June’s 12-mile race. 

Volkswagen Motorsport 

director Sven Smeets said the 

time had come to erase the 

German firm’s memory of its 

last Pikes Peak entry, Jochi 

Kleint’s twin-engined Golf  

which came within a couple 

of  corners of  winning the 1987 

event before suspension failure. 

“It is about time we settled the 

score,” said Smeets. “The I.D. R 

Pikes Peak represents an 

extremely exciting challenge 

for us, to show what is possible 

with an electric engine in 

motorsport. The entire team 

is behind Romain, who is highly 

motivated to set a new record 

for electric cars.”

Testing of  the I.D. R Pikes Peak 

is expected to commence in the 

coming weeks, with the race 

running in Colorado on June 24.

Britain’sChrisIngramsays

his first test of  the Skoda 

Fabia R5 he will drive in 

this year’s European Rally 

Championship has inspired 

more confidence ahead of  

this week’s Azores Rally.

Ingram drove the 

Toksport-run car for the 

first time at the end of  last 

week, admitting he was 

delighted with his initial 

mileage in the Skoda.

“I’ve spent so long in a 

two-wheel-drive car, it’s just 

fantastic to be finally getting 

a chance in an R5 car,” said 

Ingram,whocompletedtwo

days at Sweet Lamb with no 

problems. “And this R5 is 

absolutely awesome! I made 

a hell of  a lot of  changes to 

the set-up, which was quite 

conservative to start with. 

There was too much grip at 

the rear; in the Azores you 

need to be able to rotate the 

car easily, so we lost some of  

that [rear grip]. We had good 

conditions for the test – 

not too much mud, which 

is ideal for the [volcanic] 

Azores island. 

“Now I just want to get out 

thereandgetonwiththe

event to see where we’re 

at and what we can do.”

Ingram’s shot at this year’s 

ERC title has been made 

possible after he picked up 

the €100,000 (£88,000) pot for 

winning last season’s ERC 

Junior U27 title.

Ingram drives one of  35 R5 

cars in an Azores entry of  

60 crews. The Azores Rally 

starts on Thursday (March 

22) from Ponta Delgada and 

finishes after 15 stages and 

128 competitive miles on 

Saturday (March 24). 

Regulationchangesin

theEuropeanRally

ChampionshipmeanERC

Ladies’Trophycrews

willbechasingthelowest

numberof pointspossible.

Inaneffort toequalise

competitionand“promote

genderequality”each

driverwillbeawarded

thesamenumberinpoints

astheyappearinthe

classificationforfour-or

two-wheel-drivecars.

Forexample, if Britain’s

CatieMunningsguidesher

Peugeot208R2tothirdin

2WDthenshetakesthree

points. If herLadies’

TrophyrivalTamara

Molinarois fifthin4WD,

shepicksupfivepoints.

Thedriverwiththe

lowestpointstally

fromherfourscoring

roundswill takethetitle.

Munnings,whoisalso

fightingfortheERCU27

title,hasspenttimeat

thesametrainingcentre

SebastienLoebusesahead

of thisweek’sAzoresRally

–somethingshedescribed

asa“realeye-opener”.

‘The Border Counties
will not be replaced’
British counter counted out, p15
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Ingram bullish after maiden Skoda Fabia R5 outing

Ahlin ready to spark his European title fight
Fewest points win for Ladies crews

Former BRC frontrunner Fredrik 

Ahlin starts his European Rally 

Championship campaign at the 

Azores Rally this week – and does 

so in confident mood aboard his 

Skoda Fabia R5.

Ahlin, who finished fourth in 

Elfyn Evans’ 2016 British Rally 

Championship title-winning season, 

said: “The Azores will be our first 

gravel event of  the year after our 

events on the snow in Sweden, but 

I’m feeling quite confident as gravel 

is my preferred surface. In previous 

years I have proved I was on par with 

Elfyn Evans’ pace on gravel, so I am 

sure we can have a good rally. Azores 

is a new event for me, so we are just 

going to go out there and drive as 

fast as we can and hopefully it’ll be 

enough for a good result.”

Carlisle-based firm CA1 Sport 

runs Ahlin’s car and will prepare 

a second Fabia R5 for Rhys Yates. 

This week will be Yates’ first 

overseas round of the ERC and 

his first competitive outing in the 

Fabia, although he did complete 

close to 200 miles of  testing in 

Sweden earlier this season.  
AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“We have to 
embrace the 
electric future

O
asis covered a Slade song a 
few years ago. Remember it? 
How did it go? I remember: 
Cum On Feel the Noize…

On the balance of the feedback 
I’ve had from last week’s column 

I’d say you were, largely (completely) in favour of the 
retention of internal combustion in our sport. The 
news that M-Sport is already advancing on a car 
with a very alternative power plant caused something 
of an electric storm.

I know how you feel. I feel the same. And we’re not 
alone: I had emails from drivers – who shall remain 
nameless – all lambasting such a step forward. How, 
they questioned, could this last bastion of genuinely, 
full-fat, high-octane motorsport even consider silent 
progress through the stages?

I agreed. But common sense dictates disagreement.
We’re out on a limb here. In wider motorsporting 

circles, rallying is seen as a bit of a dinosaur. And 
when I say a bit, I mean a lot. Much as I loved Jarmo 
Mahonen’s time as the FIA’s rally director, it’s 
impossible not to see our current lack of progress 
towards any kind of sustainable future as a part of 
his legacy. Jarmo rides a Harley. A big one; a thirsty 
one and a very noisy one. It’s fair to say, his hand 
probably wasn’t the first in the air when it came 
to Formula E-based fact-finding missions.

Times, I’m afraid, have to change. There’s nothing 
more certain than a pretty grim future for anything 
wholly reliant on burning fuel via internal combustion. 
Painful as it is might be to admit, heads have to be 
removed from the sand if we’re to save rallying for 
the next generation. Carry on as we are and, I’m 
told by Guardian-waving folk like my mother, that 
we’ll be finished inside a decade. 

Like it or not, she’s right. So, well done M-Sport 
for making great strides to a sustainable future for 
our sport.

And not only that, well done for aiming at an 
‘affordable’ four-wheel-drive car – something that 
is most definitely missing from the British national 
scene right now. Let’s stop kidding ourselves that 
R5 cars – even the couple of years old cars – are 
affordable. They’re not. And with the R4 concept 
knocking on the door of second-hand R5s price-
wise, that’s wide of the mark as well. What we’re 
after is something around £100,000. Will M-Sport 
manage that? Time will tell. If it does, an electric motor 
with a stack of torque driving all four wheels would be 
entertaining from behind the wheel. Admittedly, you’d 
still miss the crack of a perfectly timed upshift, but, 
looking on the bright side there would be no more tell-
tale anti-lag delivering the news loud and clear that a 
driver’s right foot was anywhere but on the throttle…

I found myself discussing the current issue with Jim 
McRae at the back end of last week. The five-time 
champion could see the problem, but unlike many 
had a real insight into the answer. Remember the 
other R4? The car Colin built? It came with a 2.5-litre 
Millington Diamond motor, six-speed sequential 
gearbox and mechanical diffs. Price? Jimmy 
reckoned it would have been bang on the money. 
“It would have been around £100,000,” he told 
me, “and it would have made the driver do the work, 
not the bloke on the bloody laptop.”

Amen to that. 

Ingram is confident ahead of the ERC

VOLKSWAGEN REVEALS OUTLINE OF NEW 
ELECTRIC PIKES PEAK RECORD CHASER

The electric racer will aim for a new record
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Two of the British Rally 

Championship’s biggest 

names – Jimmy McRae and 

Russell Brookes – will join 

Rallyday’s 60th birthday BRC 

celebrations in September.

McRae and Brookes, who 

won seven titles between them, 

have signed up as part of  the 

September 22 event’s burgeoning 

celebrations of  Britain’s premier 

rally series. Legendary Ford 

team manager – not to mention 

former MN rallies editor  – 

Stuart Turner will be at Castle 

Combe to join two drivers he 

worked with through his career. 

In addition to the BRC theme, 

Rallyday will also commemorate 

the 20th anniversary of  Roger 

Clark’s death and 50 years of  

the Ford Escort Mk1.

McRae said: “I haven’t been to 

Rallyday for a couple of  years, 

so I’m really looking forward to 

going back. It’s a great chance to 

meet folk from down the years 

and have a good chat – I’m sure 

we’ll be doing a bit of  that. I don’t 

know what I’m going to be 

driving, but there’s talk of  a 

Metro 6R4 and a Ford Sierra 

Cosworth. I’d be more than 

happy with either of  those!”

Rallyday organiser Tom Davis 

said: “Jimmy, Russell and 

Stuart were absolutely at the 

forefront of  the British Rally 

Championship at such a fantastic 

period through the late Seventies 

and Eighties. We’ve talked about 

re-staging the battle of  the BRC 

and the names McRae and 

Brookes always meant pretty 

intense competition. 

“Unfortunately, we can’t 

put them back in their Opel 

Manta 400s to compete again, 

but we can put them on our 

stage to talk about a fabulous 

period in our sport’s history.”

Fans hoping to land a reduced-

price ticket for Rallyday have 

until the end of  the month to save 

money on entry for the event. 

Visit rallyday.com for details.

McRAE AND BROOKES TEAM UP TO CELEBRATE BRC AT 2018 RALLYDAY

RALLY NEWS

FINE AND 10-YEAR BAN
By Jack Benyon

Scottish rally driver Quintin 
Milne has been banned 
from competition for 10 
years and fined £5000 for 
being found in a forest with 
unauthorised vehicle, a 
motorbike, before last 
year’s Grampian Rally.

According to the Motor 

Sport Council National 

Court’s findings, Milne was 

“unauthorised” to be on 

forestry commission land on 

multiple occasions, including 

before the Grampian. 

The MSA blue book states 

‘any competition licence holder 

who permits the unauthorised 

presence at any time of any 

vehicle on a known special 

stage or Forestry Commission 

land will be disqualified from 

the event itself  and referred 

to the MSC National Court’. 

“Was I expecting a ban or a 

punishment? Yes, of  course 

I was,” Milne told MN. “The 

10-year thing is, in my opinion, 

and in many others judging 

by social media, out of  hand. 

“People have had a ban for a 

year or two for doing things that 

can endanger people’s lives. 

“They told me they were 

going to make an example of  

me. Out of  principal, unless 

the police tell me it’s wrong, 

I’ll ride my bike in the forest. 

You’re allowed to roam in 

Scotland but the Forestry 

Commission don’t like it.

“The 10-year ban? You would 

get less time for murder.

“To appeal, I’d have to pay the 

fine, and then I’d likely not get it 

back. Out of  principle, there’s 

no way I’m paying that fine.” 

The National Court, which 

is independent of  the Motor 

Sports Association, has also 

confirmed that the ban will

 be international, and 

therefore Milne will not be 

able to compete in motorsport 

for 10 years (see sidebar).

Milne had previously stated 

his intent to rally in Spain 

and Ireland. 

FIA lawpertaining toMilne’s ban

12.11.2 International suspension.
Any competitor or driver who is 
suspended internationally shall 
hand back their licence to their ASN 
which shall not return it to them until 
the period of international 
suspension has expired.
12.12.1 A sentence of suspension 
pronounced by an ASN shall apply 
only within the territory of that ASN.
12.12.2 If, however, the ASN wishes 
the sentence of a suspension 
pronounced against any of its 
licence holders (competitors, 
drivers, officials, organisers, etc) to 
be recognised internationally, it shall 
notify its wish without delay to the 
secretariat of the FIA and the latter 
will inform all other ASNs. The 
sentence of suspension shall be 
noted by each ASN immediately,
 and the consequent restriction 
will thereby come into force.
12.12.3 The recognition of this 
suspension by all ASNs will be 
posted on the website fia.com 
and/or in the FIA Official Motor 
Sport Bulletin.

Scottish rallying haslost

yet another friendand

loyal supporter; Iain

‘Coogie’ Urquhartpassed

away suddenly at homeon

Saturday March 10.

A stalwart of  HighlandCar

Club, and former clerkof the

course for the SnowmanRally,

‘Coogie’ became morewidely

known at events throughout

Scotland, and furtherafield

at rally events throughout

the UK as an MSASteward

and more recentlyan

MSA Safety Delegate.

He started competing

in navigational ralliesand

autotests before a brief foray

into stage rallying,primarily

navigating for IainMcGilvray

in the Weldex RallyTeam

Peugeot 205, amongothers.

His expertise wasbasednot

just on Blue Book rulesand

regulations but onpractical

Iain Urquhart 
1960-2018

OBITUARY

experience of  the various 

duties required of  a rally 

marshal or official. 

His reliance on humour even 

in difficult situations marked 

him out as a popular and very 

effective rally official when 

carrying out his duties. 

Rallying’s loss is nothing like 

the loss to his wife Teri and his 

girls, Louise and Hazel. Our 

thoughts are with them and 

their wider family and friends 

at this terrible time.

John Fife 

Last year’s Rallyday celebrated Colin McRae

INTERNATIONAL BANS
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Scot used a motorbike in forests



Borders can’t 

find a date

The Scottish and British Rally 

Championships will both 

be a round shorter in 2018, 

as the Border Counties Rally 

will not run this year. 

Despite an attempt to 

reschedule, the event couldn’t 

find a date that “suited all 

championships, land owners 

and key rally officials”.

“It’s certainly not a position 

we wanted to be in, but the 

organisingteamwillnowturn

its thoughts to 2019 and decide 

how and when to run a viable 

event,” said clerk of  the course 

Clayton Lackenby.

“Among other ideas, we are 

exploring routes which may 

allow a Rally 2WD format 

and we will watch with interest 

how other rallies progress 

with this during the year.”

The Scottish championship 

has no provision for a reserve 

round in its regulations, so will

drop to six rounds. The British 

championship also lacks a 

reserve event, because of  the 

work needed to organise an 

event over 45 miles in length 

and with a recce. “To insert 

another event, we’d need to get 

every competitor to sign up 

and agree to it which is very 

unlikely,” said Iain Campbell, 

BRC championship manager. 

“We have been questioned as to 

why we don’t have a reserve 

event. But for the BRC 

we’re looking at increased 

mileage, we’re looking at a 

reconnaissance. 

“For a gravel event to take 

on that amount of  work under 

the strong likelihood that it 

will never be used, no 

organising team is going to 

look at that. That’s why we 

don’t have reserve event. So 

we will be five events, six 

counting rounds.” 

TheNewtown-basedMidWales

Stages has been rescheduled to 

May 27, having been cancelled 

on March 4 due to heavy snow 

in the area. 

A number of  events were 

canned on the same weekend 

including the Donington Rally, 

Malcolm Wilson Stages and 

the Bovington Stages. Mid 

Wales has now found a new 

home at the end of  May. 

“We were disappointed 

to have to postpone the event 

originally but we truly had 

no choice, we couldn’t even 

get into the stages to use them,” 

saidclerkof thecourseWayne

Jones. “Ever since then we 

have been in talks with 

our championships and 

land owners and we are 

delighted to announce the 

new date. We extend our 

thanks for the championship 

organisers for accommodating 

us on this issue.”

The event will remain a 

round of the Welsh Rally 

Championship, which heads 

to Rally North Wales which 

has become the second round 

of the series by default thanks 

to the delayed running of  

theMidWalesStages.

Rally North Wales is 

dominated by a new two-wheel-

drive format where those cars 

can run first on the road. Of the

four-wheel-drive contenders, 

Tom Cave is set to debut a 

Subaru Impreza and will be in 

the fight for top all-wheel-drive 

entry, as will Andy Davies in 

his Subaru Impreza.

Osian Pryce, who leads the 

series after taking maximum 

points on the Cambrian in a 

Mitsubishi Mirage, switches to 

car number one in a historic-

spec Ford Escort Mk2. 

‘Win on Fiesta debut for 
Kirkaldy at Anglesey’
MN Circuit Rally Championship, p18
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Mid Wales Stages will run in May with Welsh Championship

MN championship finale has interest

Leading MN Circuit 

Rally Championship title 

protagonists have confirmed 

they intend to contest the new 

season finale at Anglesey.

It will be a second visit to the 

Welsh circuit of  the season, 

chosen as the reserve event 

for the Donington Rally 

which was cancelled due to 

poor weather on March 4.

Series leader Chris West 

will be present, as will fellow 

frontrunner John Stone. 

The latter may well 

have been forced to miss the 

Donington visit had it gone 

ahead after engine failure 

at the previous round at 

Snetterton, but he now has 

reason to be optimistic about 

the rescheduled finale.

“It’s a relief,” said Stone. 

“We’ve got another chance. 

I’ve come to Anglesey ever 

since I started rallying, so 

I like it there.”

Reigning champion Ian 

Woodhouse also confirmed 

his participation in the season 

finale in Wales, although he 

said he would have welcomed 

a change of  scenery for 

the field.

“I think it should be at a 

different track that we haven’t 

raced at yet, but I’ll be taking 

part,” he added.

Last year’s Lee Holland 

Memorial Stages winner 

Wil Owen retired from  last 

weekend’s meeting, but also 

confirmed his interest to take 

part in the substitute round 

at his local circuit.

The season finale will take 

place at Anglesey on Sunday 

April 15. AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

RALLYING IN IRELAND

MAURICE
MALONE
“Tarmac series
back on track a
turbulent winte

A
fter a lengthy few months, 
it seems that the music 
has finally stopped for 
Dance to Tipperary’s 
title sponsorship of 
the Irish Tarmac Rally 

Championship, at least the pause 
button has been hit. 

Just before West Cork, the ITRC organiser, 
Tarmac Rally Organisers Association, 
confirmed it had terminated its short-lived 
deal with Dance to Tipperary, with the latter 
retorting with a statement which said, among 
other things, that the TROA view “did not 
reflect an agreed position”. So it appears 
that there may still be some issues to work 
through and that this story isn’t done. 

Regular readers of Motorsport News may 
recall my column in the January 10 issue, 
where concerns were raised regarding the 
lack of TV coverage information forthcoming 
from both the TROA and the sponsor. 

It’s since been revealed that the status quo 
of the last few years will continue, with On The 
Limit Sports providing programmes across 
multiple terrestrial outlets at home, and 
satellite channels as far afield as the Americas, 
Australia and New Zealand.

Indeed, it’s been a difficult period for the 
sport as a whole, with insurance issues almost 
preventing the William Loughman Forestry 
Rally from starting, and the Nenagh Stages 
Rally suffering from a late struggle for entries. 
Thankfully, both events went ahead, a credit to 
the respective organisers and motor clubs. 

Overall, the signs are that things are broadly 
looking up for the ITRC. Frank O’Mahony has 
been appointed as chairman of TROA, David 
Gray choosing to bow out after seven years 
at the helm. Clonakilty Black Pudding and 
Michelin are onboard as associate sponsors, 
with Murray Motorsport involved in the Junior 
series and Treaty Plant Hire supporting the 
Modified section. Changes are also afoot 
within Motorsport Ireland, with John Naylor 
returning as president, and Alex Sinclair 
stepping down as CEO.

However, another dominant win by Donagh 
Kelly in West Cork once again highlights the 
thorny issue of allowing World Rally Cars to 
take part and win ITRC rounds, but not score 
championship points. To the casual observer, 
it’s a little difficult to fathom how someone in a 
WRC car could theoretically win every round 
of the series, yet not be crowned champion at 
the end of the season. Talk currently abounds 
regarding the possibility of right-hand-drive 
R5 cars being allowed to compete, which 
could help in terms of pulling more 
competitors into the championship’s top tier. 

To be honest, the series needs it. It can’t 
always be looking backwards, but the intense 
rivalries that existed in the past between 
the likes of Bertie Fisher, Austin McHale and 
Andrew Nesbitt et al are somewhat missing 
in the current era. 

Perhaps additional competitors in the R5 
class are what’s needed to bring back the 
buzz of years gone by.

Mid Wales last ran in 2016

BORDER COUNTIES RALLY
WON’T BE RESCHEDULED

Photo: Matt Kew, M & H Photography, Jakob Ebrey

Despite heavy snow, the Bramley Targa Rally went ahead 
last weekend and was won by Dave Lobb and Antons 
Kuzenko  aboard their Vauxhall Corsa. The event, held at 
Bramley Military Training Area, Hampshire, is open to 
road rally or historic-spec road rally cars. Events like 
this run under a clubman permit mean a competition 
licence isn’t necessary to take part. 

Photo: M & H Photography
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RALLY NEWS

MELBOURNE RALLIES CANCELLED
FOR VENUE IMPROVEMENTS

ByJackBenyon

Threeralliesscheduledto
runat theMelbourneAirfield
havebeencancelled,as
theclubswhichorganise
events therewill lookto
make improvements to
thevenuefor2019.

TheLookoutStages,John

OverendMemorialStageRally

andtheValeof YorkStageshave

allbeencancelledforthisyear

duetoongoingresurfacingof the

venue,whichisprimarilyapig

farm,rallyschoolanddragstrip.

Ajointstatementfromthe

TrackrodMotorClub(Lookout

Stages),NorthHumbersideMotor

Club(JohnOverendMemorial

StageRally)andLindholme&

SlaithwaiteMotorClubs(Valeof

YorkStageRally),read:“Thereis

extensiveworkbeingundertaken

attheMelbourneAirfieldsite

whichistakinglongerthan

anticipatedandisstillongoing.

“Followinglengthydiscussions

withthelandowner,all four

motorclubsinvolvedin

organisingthethreestagerally

eventsheldatMelbournehave

madeajointdecisionnottorun

anyof theseeventsduring2018

butinsteadtoinvesttheirtime

andeffortsintocarryingout

furthervenueimprovements

duringthecourseof theyear.

“Considerableinvestmentin

termsof financesandtimeis

beingputintothevenuebyboth

thelandownerandthemotor

clubstosafeguardthevenue

forfuturerallyuseandtooffer

significantlybetterandsmoother

surfacestorallyon.

“Wewouldalsoacknowledge

theassistanceof thegoverning

body,theMSA,bothforpast

andhopefullyfuturefunding

forvenueimprovements.

“Weareplanningtorelaunch

alltheeventsin2019withthe

LookoutStagesprovisionally

pencilledinforearlyApril.We

regretthenecessitytocancelthis

year’sLookout,JohnOverend

MemorialandValeof Yorkevents

particularlysoclosetothefirst

eventbutfullyintendtoreturn

toofferenhancedeventsin2019.

Allentryfeesreceivedforthis

year’sLookoutStagesRally

willbefullyrefunded.”

LookoutStagesclerkof

thecourseAndyTurnbull

confirmedthatmultiplefactors

havehinderedtheabilitytorun

eventsatthevenue. “We share 

thevenuewiththefarm, TI Rally 

Schoolanddragracing,” said 

Turnbull.“There’salease about 

tobesignedforacommercial 

companytocomeonand use the 

mainrunwayforvehicles testing 

andthatwillbeaone-mile strip. 

“Thatmeanstherallyschool 

ismoved,thedragstripis either 

disappearingorbeingrelaid, so 

it’salittledifficultbecause the 

newTarmacneedstobe laid 

aroundnow.Thatmakes it tough 

forusasitcouldbewhile we 

weretryingtorunanevent so 

wedecideditwasn’tfeasible.”

Sunday’s AGBO 
Stages postponed
The Sunday running of 

the modern element 

of the AGBO Stages at 

Weston Park had to be 

postponed due to heavy 

snowfall and ice. 

The Shropshire venue 

ran the historic event 

on Saturday without 

weather issues (see 

report below), 

but conditions 

worsened overnight.

“The surrounding 

roads were in a right 

state,” said clerk of the 

course Dan Lister. “The 

park itself had iced over 

and then had about five 

inches of snow on it 

which mainly came 

down between 0200hrs 

and 0500hrs. 

“Most of the marshals 

and officials said they 

couldn’t make it.”

The modern section of 

the entry for Sunday 

had attracted 75 crews. 

The organisers are 

working with officials 

and the landowner in a 

bid to reschedule the 

event in the future.

John Faulkner and 

Peter Foy were taken 

to hospital after an 

accident on the AGBO 

Historic Stages on 

Saturday March 17. MN 

understands Faulkner 

was released from 

hospital, but Foy was 

kept in overnight 

and underwent an 

operation. He was 

expected to leave 

hospital on Monday as 

MN went to press.

AGBOHistoricStages
By Peter Scherer

Organiser: Owen MC When: March 17 Where: Weston Park 
Championships: Welsh Historic, HRCR Mini Cup, Old Stager, Stage 
Masters Stages: 10 Starters: 53

Gareth James and Steffan Evans took 

their Ford Escort to victory at Weston 

Park after a day-long duel with Darren 

Moon/Chris Sharpe-Simkiss’s 

similar car.

Initially there was nothing to split 

Moon and the Ferrari 308 of  Lee Jones/

Dan Boshier, leaving them tied for the 

lead on both of  the first two stages.

James had erred at a chicane on the 

opener, but after setting quickest time 

on stage two, was soon up to fourth 

place and chasing Dave Pritchard 

and Emyr Hall’s Escort.

But stage three and four were cancelled 

after John Faulkner/Peter Foy’s sixth 

placedEscortcrashedheavily–they

were taken to hospital (see story, above 

right) – and the Jones Ferrari hit a tree. 

“It was a big oak tree, ouch, my first 

big crash too and I don’t want another,” 

said Jones.

James was fastest again on both stages 

five and six, to take a two-second lead 

over Moon, while behind them Dave 

Pritchard and Eryl Pritchard/Harold 

Jones’ Escorts had settled in third 

and fourth.

Moon fought back on stage seven to 

regain the lead by a second, only for 

James to take it back on the next. But 

with Moon halving the deficit on the 

penultimate run, they started the finale 

two seconds apart. “I had taken eight 

out of  Gareth on the cancelled stage, 

but with that lost I had to push on the 

last stage and overshot a hairpin, spun 

and stalled after coming out of  the 

watersplash,”saidMoon.James

therefore took the victory spoils by nine 

seconds over Moon, with Dave Pritchard 

a further 35s down in third. Eryl 

Pritchard retained fourth, with Ray 

Cunningham/Jared Gill’s Mini Cooper 

S and Mike Simpson/Julie Lord’s Ford 

Escort Mk1 completing the top six.

In the Mini Cup, Cunningham went 

clear from stage two, having tied on the 

opener with Colin McDowell/Cameron 

Rawson and Clive King/Anton Bird.

But after McDowell fell back, King 

led the pursuit, but was 38s adrift 

at the finish, while Jim Brindle/Sam 

Bould completed the class podium, 

after demoting Ian Clare/Anthony 

Elkes on stage six.

It was a close call for Brindle however, 

as Ryan Taylor/Hollie Churchill 

finished strongly. After taking fourth 

from John Cressey/Michael Anderson 

onthepenultimatestage,theystarted

the last two seconds down, but could 

only match Brindle’s time and had to 

settle for fourth, with Cressey and 

Clare completing the top six.

In the other classes Paul Steventon/

Michael Hughes’ Escort took the Class B 

spoils by over one-and-a-half  minutes 

from Paul Kendrick/Luke Green’s 

Escort and in Class D Lee Sellars/

Geoff  Moss were the only finishers 

in their Triumph Mk2 Pi.

 Results
1 Gareth James/Steffan Evans (Ford Escort Mk2) 26m16s; 2 Darren 
Moon/Chris Sharpe-Simkiss (Ford Escort Mk2) +9s; 3 David 
Pritchard/Emyr Hall (Ford Escort Mk2); 4 Eryl Pritchard/Harold 
Jones (Ford Escort Mk2); 5 Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill (Austin Mini 
Cooper S); 6 Mike Simpson/Julie Lord (Ford Escort Mk1); 7 Tony 
Shields/Graham Whitaker (Ford Escort Mk2); 8 Clive King/Anton 
Bird (Austin Mini Cooper S); 9 Jim Brindle/Sam Bould (Mini 
Clubmans);  10 Ryan Taylor/Hollie Churchill (Austin Mini Cooper S). 
Class winners: Cunningham/Gill; Paul Steventon/Michael Hughes 
(Ford Escort Mk2); Lee Sellars/Geoff Moss (Triumph Mk 2 Pi).

James and Evans take narrow victory on the AGBO as Cunningham heads the Minis

Cunningham was
top Mini driver

ROAD RALLY ROUND UP

Anight longbattle for the leadwas

resolvedwithCarwynEvans/DylanJohn

Williamswinning theMerfynHughes

MemorialRaliLlyn.

With the fastestcrewsdropping timeat

10controls through themazeof laneson

theLlynPeninsula, thewinnersandsecond

placedKevinKerr/HuwRhysManionwere

separatedby just foursecondsat theFinish;

the leadhavingchangedonanumberof

occasions.StevenJohnWilliams/Paul

Robertscompleted theFordEscort top

threebutwereoveraminutebehind the

leadingpairofcars.

Fourthplacewent toAndyDavies/

MichaelGilbey,giving themmaximum

WelshChampionshippoints for thesecond

event running, and the navigator a perfect 

300-point score after three rounds of the 

series. Their title campaign was helped by 

the retirement, due to sheared wheel nuts, 

of Mark ‘GT’ Roberts/Dylan Jenkins. 

Kevin Davies/Owain Davies would have 

won the rally but were excluded after it was 

found that they had added a signature to 

their card for a secret check where they had 

failed to stop.

Ian Mills

Results
Merfyn Hughes Memorial Rali Llyn
Organiser: Harlech & District Motor Club When: March 17/18 
Where: North West Wales Championships: WAMC & ANWCC 
Route: 110 miles Starters: 89.
1 Carwyn Evans/Dylan John Williams (Ford Escort) 17m26s; 
2 Kevin Kerr/Huw Rhys Manion (Escort) +4s; 3 Steven John 
Williams/Paul Roberts (Escort); 4 Andy Davies/Michael Gilbey 
(Subaru Impreza); 5 Iwan Rhys Jones/Gareth Rhys Jones 
(BMW 318Ti); 6 Gerallt Davies/Nia Hughes (Escort); 7 Gruffydd 
Jones/Adam Jones (Vauxhall Nova); 8 Telor Pugh/Andrew 
Edwards (SEAT Ibiza); 9 Mike Roberts/Dafydd Sion-Lloyd 
(Escort); 10 Matt Barker/Jordan Dziadulewicz (Peugeot 206 
GTi) Class winners: Rhys Jones/Rhys Jones; Jones/Jones; 
Carwyn Llyr Griffith/Sera Glyn Roberts (Nissan Micra).
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No rallying at Yorkshire venue as clubs look to resurface and upgrade for 2019

Gareth James and Steffan Evans were quickest at a muddyWeston Park
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A
mid a
biting wind
that made
Clonakilty feel
as if it had
been relocated
to inside the

Arctic Circle for the weekend,
a capacity entry took the start
ahead of the 14 classic tests laid
on by Cork Motor Club for the
opening round of the 2018 Irish
Tarmac Rally Championship.

Quickestoutof thetrapsonRing

wereDonaghKellyandConorFoley

(FordFocusWRC).Theyshot into

aleadthattheyweretoholdonto

forthedurationof theeventand

anunprecedentedfifth-straight

WestCorkRallywin.

Onpaper,it lookedasif Declan

Boylewouldbetheironlyrealistic

opposition,hisFordFiestaRSWRC

soundingsharperthaneverafter

victoryonthepreviousweekend’s

MayoStages,beatingKellyand

othersintheprocess.

However,Boyledroppedtimeonthe

firststagewithasmallimpactthat

causedsteeringissues,andfollowed

thatupwithabigspinonthesecond

passthatreallyknockedthewindout

hissails.ItwasaKellybenefit from

thereonin,astheDonegalman

buildsuptoafull-onassaultonhis

KELLY TAKES A FIFTH

home international event in June, 

a victory that he would truly love 

to achieve and has escaped him in 

a career which isn’t short of  big 

achievements including the 2015 

ITRC title.

With World Rally Cars barred from 

fighting for the overall ITRC points, 

it was the battle of  the R5 cars that 

provided the real interest over the 

weekend. The Moffett brothers took 

up where they left off  in 2017 – where 

they had a titanic duel on the season 

ending Cork ‘20’ Rally, by engaging in 

a rally-long duel. As in the Cork ‘20’, 

the season started in the same way 

the last had finished, with Josh 

Moffett prevailing in the end by 

just 9.3 seconds to take second place 

overall and the championship lead 

ahead of  Sam Moffett. 

Josh Moffett felt that he was driving 

well within himself  through 

Saturday’s stages, but a sticking 

throttle on Sunday caused more than 

a fair share of  moments, one of  which 

left his Fiesta slightly down on power 

with a squashed exhaust. Despite 

this, and flurries of  snow that made 

tyre choice a real headache, reigning 

overall ITRC champion Sam was 

kept behind until the end.

The Ford Fiesta seems to be the 

mandatory choice of  car in the R5 

categoryatthemoment,withonly

five-time ITRC champion Eugene 

Donnelly’s much-vaunted debut in 

the MRF Tyres-shod Hyundai i20 

breaking up the M-Sport monopoly. 

The ‘Genie’ was taking it relatively 

steady on his return to Irish rallying, 

commenting that he was finding it 

difficult to get the compound choice 

correct for the cold roads, and 

finished up ninth overall.

Desi Henry was visibly pushing 

in his new Fiesta all weekend – 

having switched from a Skoda Fabia 

– although brake problems on 

Saturday morning dropped him some 

time, and a spin on the penultimate 

stage meant that he wound up behind 

the similar car of  Robert Barrable. 

Despite this, Desi was delighted 

with his pace, which included a 

fastest time on one Sunday test. 

Barrable won this event in 2011, 

and a return to a Fiesta from an i20 

yielded fifth spot behind the struggling 

Boyle, but still ahead of  Henry.

Daniel Cronin – brother of  reigning 

British champion Keith – gained 

confidence in his Fiesta with every 

stage, taking a strong seventh overall 

on what his fifth event in the car. 

Fellow Fiesta man Stephen Wright 

headed Donnelly to eighth place.

Jonny Greer made a late decision to 

switch to a Fiesta after parts supply 

issueswithhisCitroen,andfoundit

difficulttogetusedtothedifference

in feeling between the two cars. A 

puncture cost him over four minutes 

on Sunday, the Carryduff  man 

electing to immediately stop and 

change the flat rather than risk 

further damaging the rented car. 

Last year’s Billy Coleman Award 

winner, Callum Devine, decided to 

contest the event as a warm-up for the 

Tour de Corse in the Junior World 

Rally Championship which he is 

contesting this year, and put in a 

fabulous drive in his Fiesta R2T 

to come home ahead of  a host of  

more powerful machinery in an 

astounding 11th overall. The quick 

stagesdidn’treallysuitthepower

deficitof thelittleone-litreFord

Fiesta, but Callum enjoyed the 

weekend nonetheless. 

One spot behind Devin in the 

overall order, Group N went to 

William Mavitty and Brian Daniels 

(Mitsubishi Lancer E9), as local man 

David Guest suffered turbo issues 

and a late impact with a ditch that 

smashed a window on his Lancer. 

One of  the best spectacles of  

the weekend was 1982 Tarmac 

champion John Coyne in his Tuthill 

Porsche 911, the wide and low RGT-

class car looking and sounding 

spectacular on the West Cork 

stages, as Coyne also prepares to 

compete on the Tour de Corse.

Photos: Martin Walsh

Five West Cork 

wins for Kelly

ITRC WEST CORK REPORT

RESULTS

Irish Tarmac Rally Championship, round 1/6, March 17/18

POS DRIVER  CAR  TIME

1  Donagh Kelly/Conor Foley  Ford Focus WRC  1h52m53.8.s

2  Josh Moffett/Andy Hayes  Ford Fiesta R5  +1m45.8s

3  Sam Moffett/KarlAtkinson  Ford Fiesta R5 +1m55.1s

4  Declan Boyle/James O’Reilly  Ford Fiesta RS WRC  +3m09.6s

5  Robert Barrable/Damien Connolly Ford Fiesta R5 +3m19.3s

6  Desi Henry/Liam Moynihan  Ford Fiesta R5  +3m35.6s

7  Daniel Cronin/Shane Buckley  Ford Fiesta R5  +4m57.5s

8  Stephen Wright/Arthur Kierans  Ford Fiesta R5  +5m17.2s

9  Eugene Donnelly/Mark Kane  Hyundai i20 R5  +7m35.6s

10  Jonny Greer/Kirsty Riddick  Ford Fiesta R5  +8m39.9s

Class winners Callum Devine/Brian Hoy (Ford Fiesta R2T); William Mavitty/Brian Daniels (Mitsubishi Lancer E9); J Moffett/
Hayes; John Coyne/Stephen Joyce (Porsche 997 R-GT); Kelly/Foley.

The West Cork Rally always draws a 

huge National entry, and this year’s 

event had quality evident throughout 

the field as well as quantity. 

The big news before the start was 

Gary Kiernan’s decision to rent a 

Millington-powered Proton Satria 

Neo S2500 due to his usual Ford 

Escort Mk2 not being ready in time. 

Kiernan will now have plenty to 

think about after the weekend, as he 

and Ryan Moore took the National 

spoils ahead of  John Dalton’s Darrian 

T90 GTR. The Welshman held an early 

lead on his return to the Clonakilty 

event, but suffered numerous issues on 

Sunday including a spin and intercom 

problems that stymied his charge. 

Rob Duggan – 2016 British Junior 

Rally champion – was due to compete 

in a 1.6-litre Escort until Andy Mahon’s 

late withdrawal meant that a 2.5-litre 

car became available. However,  

Duggan didn’t even make it as far as 

Ring village on Saturday morning 

thanks to electrical trouble. 

Kevin Eves was another man to 

have a fraught rally: the reigning 

Irish Tarmac Modified champion 

experienced electrical issues on 

Saturday which caused his Toyota 

Corolla to cut out on bumpy sections.  

He still managed to finish third.

Local men Vincent McSweeney and 

Michael Kearneyhad their first outing 

in a Class 20 Mitsubishi Lancer E7, and 

were on the pace straight away (despite 

very little test mileage) until gearbox 

issues forced them out of  the event. 

The Bandon crew have put in some 

giant-killing performances in the 

past, so it will be interesting to see 

what they can do with the Mitsubishi 

in the future. 

Jason McSweeney ended up fourth 

after a good battle with John Bonner, 

with Eugene Meegan’s distinctive 

BMW 1-Series not far behind. Ford 

Escorts made up the majority of  the 

top 30 finishers, although the pace 

shown by Kiernan’s Proton and the 

multitude of  Darrians show that the 

status quo is beginning to change.

The sheer number of  competitors in 

Class 13 and Class 14 was a sight to 

behold. Undeterred by more powerful 

cars in Class 11F, Eric Calnan and 

Aileen Kelly held a commanding class 

lead until driveshaft failure, as Cathal 

McCarthy and Bernard Foley wound 

up victors. 

In the Historic rally, Owen Murphy 

beat Barry Jones after a nip-and-tuck 

battle that saw both drivers pushing 

their machinery to the limit all 

weekend. Gary McNamee was a late 

entry in the Junior rally, and finished 

just ahead of  Colin O’Donoghue.

Results
1 Gary Kiernan/Ryan Moore (Proton S2500 Millington) 
1h58m28.7s; 2 John Dalton/Gywnfor Jones (Darrian T90 
GTR) +2m05.3s; 3 Kevin Eves/Chris Melly (Toyota Corolla); 
4 Jason McSweeney/Anthony O’Conaill (Mitsubishi Lancer 
E9); 5 John Bonner/Emmet Sherry (Ford Escort); 
6 Eugene Meegan/Daragh Mullen (BMW 1 Series); 
7 Conor McCarthy/JJ Cremin (Lancer E9); 8 Damien 
Tourish/Domhnall McAlaney (Escort); 9 Phil Collins/Adrian 
Deasy (Escort); 10 Kevin O’Donoghue/David Randles 
(BMW M3). Class winners: Roland Doherty/PJ O’Dowd 
(Opel Corsa); Michael Kelleher/Eoghan McCarthy (Escort); 
Cathal McCarthy/Bernard Foley (Escort); Paul Fitzgerald/
Pierce Doheny Jr (Escort); Declan Campbell/Kevin Creighan 
(Escort); Jason O’Mahony/Jonathon O’Mahony (Escort); 
Dalton/Jones; Kiernan/Moore; Garry Kelly/Mark Hurley 
(Honda Civic); Owen Murphy/Anthony Nestor (Sunbeam 
Tiger); Andy Johnson/Jim McSherry (Vauxhall Chevette); 
Harry Brown/Joseph McGrath (Hillman Avenger); McNamee/
Brady; Stephen Horgan/Kevin Horgan (Ford Ka).

Kiernan’s Proton debut yields a win in the West Cork National contest

Josh Moffett takes maximum Irish Tarmac points. By Maurice Malone

Josh Moffett kicked off ITRC season with maximum points
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RESULTS
Lee Holland Stages, MN Circuit Rally Championship, round 5/7, Mar 18

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Alan Kirkaldy/Cameron Fair Ford Fiesta R5 46m07s

2 Peter Smith/John Millington Ford Fiesta RS WRC +43s

3 Chris West/Keith Hounslow Peugeot 306 Maxi +1m18s

4 John Stone/Jack Morton Ford Fiesta S2500 +1m19s

5 Mark Kelly/Andy Baker Ford Escort Mk2 +1m53s

6 Nigel Gibbard/Simon John Rogers Darrian T90 +2m20s

7 Ian Woodhouse/Jason Leaf Ford Escort Mk2 +2m44s

8 Colin Gemmell/Derek Keir Ford Escort Mk2 +3m19s

9 Carwyn Ellis/Edgar Jones Ford Escort Mk2 +3m47s

10 Derek Blyth/Neil Colman Subaru Impreza +3m52s

Class winners Gethin Jones/Tomos Williams (Vauxhall Nova); Ashleigh Morris/Phil Kenny (Ford Fiesta);
Dane Walker/Dave Boyes (Escort Mk2); West/Hounslow; Kirkaldy/Fair.

T
heso-called ‘Mini
Beast fromthe
East’couldn’tstop
AlanKirkaldy
fromearninga
dreamMNRally
Championship

victoryintheLeeHolland
MemorialStagesatAngleseyin
hisdebutwithaFordFiestaR5,
whileChrisWesttookanother
bravesteptowardsthetitle.

“It’s thefirst timeI’veevensat inthe

car,”weretheominouswordsuttered

fromformerBriSCAF2andFormula

FordracerKirkaldy,whocompleted

acleansweepof alleightstagesafter

beinggivenaone-off driveinthecar

byPeterSmith,whoendedtheevent

secondinhisex-OttTanakFord

FiestaRSWRC.

Equippedwithanex-StephenPetch

FordFiesta,Kirkaldyhadintended

toraceatCroftandthenDonington

beforeinclementweathercalleda

halt tohisandtherestof thefield’s

plansbothtimes.

MotherNature’s latestblizzard

wouldnothalt theactiononthis

occasion,but it instantlyshifted

theearlyadvantagetothosein

four-wheel-drivemachinery.

Rivals’expectationsquicklybecame

arealitywhenfour-wheel-driveFord

Fiestasoccupiedthreeof thetopfour

spotsafteratestingopeningpairof

stages.Kirkaldy’s impactwas

instantaneousevenwithoutthe

additionalmechanicalgrip,racking

upabraceof stagewinstoopenan

earlyleadof 11seconds.Thetone

wasset.OnlySmithcouldkeepwithin

striking distance.

Kirkaldy remained consistent as the

Tarmac finally dried in the afternoon,

completing an emphatic sweep of all

eight stages to ensure victory on his

maiden outing by a margin of 43s over

a valiant Smith.

“He wasn’t going to be beaten today,”

was Smith’s response, while the

winner enjoyed his new venture. “It’s

very different to what I’m used to,”

said Kirkaldy. “You really have to drive

these things on the edge to be quick.”

CLASS ROUND-UP

Gethin Jones ensured there would 

be a slice of success for the locals 

by scooping honours in Class A.

The Welshman survived crankshaft 

sensor niggles with his Vauxhall Nova 

to finish almost two minutes clear of 

his nearest rival, Dion Rowlands. 

An in-form David McMullan could 

not match his Snetterton heroics 

meanwhile as he came home a narrow 

third, ruing his 19th position on the 

road which meant he encountered 

a disruptive mix of faster and 

slower traffic.

Class points leader Aaron Rix played 

the consistency card by finishing 

in fourth place to consolidate his 

championship advantage.

“This circuit doesn’t play to the Ford 

Ka’s strengths like it will at Cadwell,” 

said Rix, who rolled out of the previous 

visit to Cadwell. “The Vauxhalls have 

more power to play with. Today 

was about picking up the points.”

Class B would go the way of the 

Ford Fiesta of Ashleigh Morris, who 

inherited a comfortable lead after a 

decisive third stage.

Former British Touring Car 

Championship race winner Paul 

O’Neill stepped back into Paul 

Sheard’s Mazda MX-5 in the latter’s 

absence and started brightly, running 

as high as 10th overall after the 

opening stage, and went on to be 

quickest in class on all stages. 

However, an altercation with a chicane 

would prove costly, resulting in a stage 

maximum and a penalty of over five 

minutes, which handed the initiative 

back to Morris. Robert Lee Jones/

John Knight took second.

Dane Walker surprised even himself 

as he guided his Mk2 Escort to Class 

C success, but it wasn’t without 

drama. A broken water bottle left he 

and co-driver Dave Boyes having to 

cope with a footwell full of windscreen 

washer fluid early in the morning, a 

scare which would not deter the pair 

from an otherwise calm class win.

“We thought the radiator had gone 

at first, but the smell gave it away,” 

was the co-driver’s response, as their 

worst fears proved to be ill-judged.

Chris McCallum kept the fight alive 

by trading times with the class winner 

in his similar Mk2 Escort, while Cathy 

Sewart finished third in class after 

another competitive showing in the 

Talbot Sunbeam Lotus.

Points leader Chris West showed 

his nose to the four-wheel-drive 

contenders early in the day and would 

prevent a Ford one-two-three, doing 

more than enough to claim victory in 

Class D1. Mark Kelly was a distant 

second in class but lost further ground 

to his Peugeot rival in the title fight, 

Woodhouse similarly left to rue his 

tyre choice on stage one of the day.

Alan Kirkaldy would have even more 

to celebrate meanwhile with Class D2 

success alongside bragging rights in 

the overall event. 

Dan Mason

Behind them raged the continuing

title fight between West and main

rival, John Stone. Although mapping

problems with his Fiesta’s long-

awaited new engine gave him an

initial headache, Stone soon settled

into a rhythm and moved ahead of

title rival West with a strong run

through stage four.

West would not be deterred, and

soon the ever-unpredictable weather

would turn back in the front-wheel-

drive Peugeot 306 Maxi’s favour.

Contact with a water drum was

not in the script, leaving the car’s

front bumper looking worse for

wear after a sideways moment

under braking on stage six.

West clawed back the lost time in a

hurry when the track surface began

to dry in the afternoon, overhauling

Stone for third once again with two

stages to run.

Two seconds separated the pair with

one stage to go, Stone missing out

merely by one second after a tense

final run. “I can’t complain,” was

West’s response to continuing his

100 per cent podium record in 2018.

Traffic, as it turned out, would

play its part in the battle, Stone

saying: “I think we lost a combined

20s just trying to get past people

during the day.”

In stark contrast to the previous

power-friendly visit to Snetterton, it

was backs against the wall for those

manhandling a Ford Escort Mk2

in Wales. Reigning champion Ian

Woodhouse suffered most of all,

after a bold decision to run a new

set of winter road tyres proved

unsuccessful on the opening stage.

One-and-a-half minutes were lost

as the Escort struggled for grip in

the day’s greasiest conditions,

Woodhouse briefly languishing

outside the top 20 as a result. “We took

a risk, but it didn’t pay off intheend,”

hebemoaned.“Weweretheonlyone,

butyouhavetothinkaboutgiving

itatry.

“Imagineif we’dhadgonealmost

twominutesfasterthaneveryone–

thenit’sacompletelydifferentstory.”

Kirkaldy’s Fiesta

debut was strong

Nova man Jones took Class A

n

Upholding the flag for the Escort 

was an exuberant Mark Kelly. After 

a quiet previous outing, the Brands 

Hatch winner found a liking to the wet 

conditions once again and finished best 

of  the Mk2 machines in fifth overall.

A Darrian T90 returned to the series 

in the hands of  Nigel Gibbard who 

finished sixth, Woodhouse clawing 

back lost time to climb to seventh ahead 

of  Colin Gemmell in another Escort. 

Carwyn Ellis’ spectacular style earned 

him ninth, the top 10 rounded out 

by Derek Blyth’s Subaru.

It was a case of  how times can 

change for last year’s winner, Wil 

Owen. The local driver entered as the 

event’s top seed after his triumphant 

showing 12 months ago, but an early 

battery problem required a bump 

start and meant he incurred a time 

penalty for arriving late at stage one. 

He later retired with a terminal 

alternator issue.

West strengthened 

series points position
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F1 PREVIEW 2018

THE GREEN LIGHT ON A
MOMENTOUSF1SEASON

Matt James looks at the twists and turns that will embellish the 2018 season

T
here will 
be some 
round-the-
clock head 
scratching 
going on 
at some 

of  the grand prix team 
HQs right now.

Testing has stopped, the 

cars are being unpacked in 

Melbourne, but there is still 

work to be done, secrets to be 

unlocked. The boffins back at 

base will be looking through 

the testing data for that one 

last magic bullet.

There is a lot resting on this. 

It could be a huge season for 

either Mercedes driver and 

reigning champion Lewis 

Hamilton or Ferrari’s 

Sebastian Vettel. Both are 

gunning for a Juan Manuel 

Fangio-equaling fifth world 

crown. That will add a 

certain fizz to the battle 

between the two. 

But beyond that, there are 

a host of  different plotlines 

that will play out over the 

course of  the 21 races in the 

2018 campaign. We have 

picked a few to look out for. 

There weren’t any headline-

grabbing lap times posted by either 

reigning champion Lewis Hamilton 

or Valtteri Bottas during the 

pre-season running at Barcelona. 

They were put in the shade by plenty 

of  others and they only clocked the 

eighth fastest lap time when all 

the sessions were combined.

Is this a chink of  light for the 

others, or merely a false dawn? It 

appears to be the latter. Merc was 

confident enough in its pace that it 

didn’t go chasing the spotlight.

Put simply, it didn’t need to.

Last year’s car could be 

unpredictable, particularly when 

it came to using its rubber, and 

much attention has been paid to this 

area. The W09 is an improvement 

in all aspects, and showed enviable 

reliability while it was in Spain.

The only thing that rival teams 

can cling on to as a potential speed 

bump for the champions is how it 

uses the new range of  tyres, whether 

it can perform on the softest of  the 

new Pirellis. 

In every likelihood, Mercedes 

will be on top of  this too.

To see a proper fight for this 

season’s championship, fans are 

going to have to cross their fingers 

and hope that Bottas can step up 

and push Hamilton all the way. 

1 HAS MERCEDES MOVED THE GOALPOSTS?

Mercedes will still 

be the benchmark

Both Red Bulls have 

shown promise

No team brings a full final spec

car to testing, so the picture – 

even among the top teams – can 

be skewed. And sometimes, not 

all the cars will be run at full 

power as engine developments 

are brought on stream.

Red Bull had neither full grunt 

from its Renault powerplant or 

the full aerodynamic kit on 

the RB14 and yet it still has the 

others worried. Daniel Ricciardo 

and Max Verstappen will be 

quietly confident ahead of 

the opening race in Melbourne 

this weekend. 

Mercedes technical boss James 

Allison has admitted that he is 

looking towards Milton Keynes 

as the biggest threat this season.

“I think there’s three quick 

teams and there’s no doubt that 

Red Bull are going to be people 

that we’re going to be fighting 

with this year,” he surmised. 

There are some concerns 

for Red Bull, and they mostly 

emanate from the Renault 

powerplant, which is not as 

strong as Merc even when it 

is on song and it wasn’t the 

most reliable during the 

last campaign.

Despite that, optimism is 

high ahead of Melbourne this 

weekend. For the sake of F1, 

a rapid Red Bull would be a 

shot in the arm. 
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ENTRY LIST
F12018

NO DRIVER TEAM

44 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes W09
77 Valtteri Bottas (FIN) Mercedes W09
5 Sebastian Vettel (GER) Ferrari SF71H
7 Kimi Raikkonen (GER) Ferrari SF71H
3 Daniel Ricciardo (AUS) Red Bull RB14-Renault
33 Max Verstappen (NED) Red Bull RB14-Renault
11 Sergio Perez (MEX) Force India VJM11-Mercedes
31 Esteban Ocon (FRA) Force India VJM11-Mercedes
18 Lance Stroll (CAN) Williams FW41-Mercedes
35 Sergey Sirotkin (RUS) Williams FW41-Mercedes
27 Nico Hulkenberg (GER) Renault R.S.18
55 Carlos Sainz (SPA) Renault R.S.18
10 Pierre Gasly (FRA) Toro Rosso STR13-Honda
28 Brendon Hartley (NZL) Toro Rosso STR13-Honda
8 Romain Grosjean (FRA) Haas VF-18-Ferrari
20 Kevin Magnussen (DEN) Haas VF-18-Ferrari
2 Stoffel Vandoorne (BEL) McLaren MCL33-Renault
14 Fernando Alonso (SPA) McLaren MCL33-Renault
9 Marcus Ericsson (SWE) Sauber C37-Ferrari
16 Charles Leclerc (FRA) Sauber C37-Ferrari

CALENDAR
F12018

RND EVENT WHERE WHEN BROADCASTER

1 Australia Melbourne March 25 Sky
2 Bahrain Sakhir April 8 Sky/Channel 4
3 China Shanghai April 15 Sky
4 Azerbaijan Baku April 29 Sky/Channel 4
5 Spain Barcelona May 13 Sky
6 Monaco Monte Carlo May 27 Sky/Channel 4
7 Canada Montreal June 10 Sky
8 France PaulRicard June 24 Sky
9 Austria Spielberg July 1 Sky/Channel 4
10 Britain Silverstone July 8 Sky/Channel 4
11 Germany Hockenheim July 22 Sky
12 Hungary Budapest July 29 Sky
13 Belgium Spa August 26 Sky/Channel 4
14 Italy Monza September 2 Sky
15 Singapore MarinaBay September 16 Sky/Channel 4
16 Russia Sochi September 30 Sky
17 Japan Suzuka October 7 Sky/Channel 4
18 America Austin October 21 Sky/Channel 4
19 Mexico MexicoCity October 28 Sky
20 Brazil Interlagos November 11 Sky
21 AbuDhabi YasMarina November 25 Sky/Channel 4

Therearealotof

contradictionsatFerrari

rightnow.SebastianVettel

saysthatitneedstofindmore

paceif itwantstotakethe

fighttoMercedesthisyear.

Team-mateKimiRaikkonen

saysthatitcouldhavegone

fasterintestingif ithad

wantedto.

Confused?Itseemsthey

aretoo.

Ferrarihashadenviouseyes

atitsrivalteamswhichcould

addtotheconfusioneven

more.Ithasgonefurther

downtheraisedrearride

heightroutewhichworkedso

wellforRedBulloverthepast

seasons.Thenithasechoed

Mercedesinincreasing

thewheelbase.

Soithasincludedtwo

unknownsonwhatwasthe

secondfastestpackagelast

yearandendedupwithacar

thatwas1-2inthecombined

testingtimesfromBarcelona.

Whilethereweredoubtsthat

Mercshoweditshand,thatisa

prettystrongstartingpoint.

ThekeyfactorforVettelis

goingtobehowquicklythe

teamgetsontopof thecar.

Insiderssuspectthatithas

beenonthelimitalready

anditsperformanceonthe

differingoptiontyresand

withdifferingfuelloadshave

beenunderwhelming.

Therearethreedriverson

thegridthatneedtostep

fromtheshadows,and

theyarethreedriversin

plumseatsonthegrid.

Evenatthehalfway

point of  the 2017 season, 

there were question marks 

about Valtteri Bottas’s 

tenure of  the Mercedes 

seat alongside Lewis 

Hamilton after some 

events where he was 

simply nowhere near. It 

also put Nico Rosberg’s 

ability into focus. Bottas 

needs to prove the 

sceptics wrong.

Another man feeling 

the heat is Red Bull’s 

Daniel Ricciardo. He has 

gone up against the Max 

Verstappen bandwagon, 

which, like the driver, 

showsnosignsof slowing

down.Theamiable

Australianscoredmore

pointsthanhisDutch

team-matelastyear,but

therewasstillaperception

that he underperformed. 

This campaign will be 

crucial for him to reassert 

his seniority in the Milton 

Keynes team. 

Then there is the Kimi 

Raikkonen question: is 

this a wasted drive, or a 

solid dependable number 

two?  Many people think it 

is the former and the Finn 

hasn’t won a race since 

2013. Ferrari team-mate 

and title-chaser Sebastian 

Vettel thinks it is the latter. 

Given the fragile state of  

Vettel, Kimi could be just 

the perfect foil. 

Whatisthemostexcitingdriver

line-uponthegrid?Daniel

RicciardoandMaxVerstappen

atRedBullhaveastrongshout

here,butequallyasexcitingisthe

Renaultpairingof CarlosSainzJr

andNicoHulkenberg.

Bothhaveacknowledgedability

andhavecarvedoutF1berthsfor

thelongertermwhilemanyothers

havefallenbythewayside.If one

destroystheotherthisyear, it is

goingtobehardtoseeawayback

fortheinjuredparty…

AndtheRenaultsquadisa

decentplacetoaddtothebackdrop

of thisintra-teamsquabble.It

endedlastseasononahighand

hasshownsimilarsolidpacein

2018sofar–evenif thecarhasn’t

alwaysbeenthemostrobust,

whichisabugbearwhichis

alsohangingoverfromits

previouscampaign.

Acleverlypackagedcarhas

giventheboffinssomeproblems

withgettingenoughairflow

throughtheR.S.18.Thatcould

beacontributingfactorto

theBarcelonahiccupsand

somethingthatwillbe

exercisingitsthoughtprocess

betweennowandMelbourne.

Renaulthasmadebignoises

aboutnewfactorybuildingsand 

recruitingstaff tobringitbackto a 

championship-winninglevel.The 

teamwasonly(re)createdin2016 

fromtheskeletonof theLotus

project,whichhadleft itwitha

prettylowbasetostartfrom.The

greenshootsof arevivalarehere.

Thisisthestartof therevival

forMcLaren?TheformerF1

powerhouseisenteringits

10thseasonsinceitlast

liftedtitlesilverwarewith

LewisHamiltonatthewheel.

Incrediblyit lastwonthe

constructors’crownin1998.

Itsdisastrousthree-year

relationshipwithHondahas

beenrippedapart,andithas

gonefortherelativestability

of acustomerdealwith

Renault.TheFrenchproduced

arace-winningpowerplant

in2017andthereshouldbe

genuineoptimism.

Areallproblemsfixed?

Notreally…

TheMcLarenMCL33-

Renaultwasunreliablein

testing.Wheelsfelloff, there

wasanoil leakandissueswith

thebattery.Sure,Fernando

Alonsosetthethirdbestlap

timewhenallthetestswere

combined,buthewasonthe

hypersoftPirellisandteam-

mateStoffelVandoorne

wasrapidtoo.It lookedmore

likeamorale-boostingone-

shotspecialthananything

thatislikelytobeapointer

toitspotential.

Thecarisstrugglingina

straightline–muchlikeitwas

in2017.Twelvemonthsago,

thefingerscouldbepointedat

theJapanesefor

Thisyearthefor

couldwellbetu

directionof Wok

Theteamitsel

awayfromthep

button,asyouw

expect.Racing

directorEricBo

said:“Weareon

of [thecar]andi

anewpartnersh

withRenault,ne

packaging,completelynew

packagingforthecaraswell.

Thisistesting,giveustime

itisfine ”

3 HAS FERRARI BITTEN OFF MORE THAN IT CAN CHEW?

5 CAN F1’S MALIGNED ACES
GET BACK ON TERMS?

6 NICO HULKENBERG VS CARLOS SAINZ JR

7 HAS HONDA FINALLY HIT THE SWEET SPOT?

4 IS McLAREN IN THE MIRE (AGAIN)?

Ferrari could 

have issues

Bottas, Raikkonen and Ricciardo must perform

Renault has good form

If  there was a dictionary definition 

of  the word smokescreen, it could 

have featured a photograph of the 

2017 Honda powerplants. But that 

word could also apply to 2018 too 

but for entirely different reasons.

Toro Rosso has the Japanese 

engines and it has demonstrated 

superb reliability in testing so 

far. Sure, Brendon Hartley and 

Pierre Gasly might not be the most 

experienced drivers on the grid, 

but there is genuine optimism here. 

And its sister team, repeatedly (and 

often publicly) fed up of  its alliance 

with Renault will be keeping a very 

closeeyeondevelopmentsinItaly

Co

Bull

the H

moto

should that potential be turned into 

solid results? 

Smokescreens, you see…

Toro Rosso is likely to be at the 

head of  the chasing pack this season 

and, according to experts, there is 

still some refinement to be done 

and some chassis fine-tuning. 

Honda has got its act together. 

After the awful past 36 months, it 

has even greater motivation. A 

sleeping giant is one thing, but a 

wounded one is way more potent. 

Remember that Sauber had this 

deal too before reversing out of  it. 

The people of  Hinwil will be kicking 

themselvesif theSTR Honda 

 end 

ason.

8 THE MIDFIELD MAELSTROM
Force India set the bar very high 

last season but to perform beyond

its means consistently is much 

harder than doing it for one or 

two seasons. It says that its 

performance has been masked so

far because it wasn’t going for lap

times with an upgrade to come 

for Melbourne. Fans of  the team 

must hope that is true to allow 

Sergio Perez and Esteban Ocon 

to perform. 

Haas, on the other hand, has to 

live up to the hype and 2018 will 

give it a strong platform. The car is 

modest in terms of its design, but 

that is a deliberate ploy to give it a 

more stable machine. Romain 

Grosjean and Kevin Magnussen 

could be dark horses.

On the other hand, Williams 

could be facing some dark days. It 

hasanewconceptwiththeFW41

which shows the influence of  

ex-Mercedes man Paddy Lowe 

and the team has taken a long time 

to get on top of  it so far. It also has 

an inexperienced line-up in 

Sergey Sirotkin and Lance Stroll. 

While Sauber could have gone 

further with its livery, it probably 

can’t go much further forward 

with its new car, the C37. Even 

points will be a long shot 

for Marcus Ericsson and the 

promising Charles Leclerc. 

Haas has run very quickly

McLaren seems to still have trouble



RACING REPORTS
DONINGTON PARK: 750MC BY GRAHAM KEILLOH MARCH 17
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It was Wesemael’s

first event in cars

On-trackrunningatDoningtonPark
for the first750MotorClubmeeting
of theyearwasblinkandyoumiss it.
Theentireweekendwasabandoned
after lunchontheopeningday in
sporadicblizzard-likeconditions
andtheforecasts threateningmore.
Justover threehoursof trackaction,
andnoraces,hadbeencompleted.

Yettherewasstill timeforsomething

extraordinarytohappen,inthe

RGBSports1000qualifyingsession.

Christopher‘Chippy’Wesemaelset

thefastesttimeinhisMittellMC-53on

hisdebutforMittellCars,tobagpole

positionfortheopeningracethat

neverwas.Wesemaelhadreplaced

2015championScottMittell,who

insteadistocompeteinBikesports,

inthedriverline-up.

InadditionWesemaeltookpolebyfour

tenthsof asecond,aheadof reigning

championandtheMittellteam’schief

rivalBillyAlbone,drivingaSpireGT3.

WhileWesemael’steam-matesPaul

SmithandDannyAndrew–thelatter

impededbyhavingawiringissueand

notwantingtopushhisnewengine–

wereoverasecondoff hisadvantage.

Andmostextraordinaryof all, this

wasWesemael’sfirstcarracingmeeting

of anysort,the23-year-oldwasmaking

hisbowstraightoutof karting.

Henotedthatthejumprequiresalot

of adaptation.

“It’sbeenalittlebitmoredifficult

thanIwouldliketoadmit,”Wesemael

conceded.“It’sthehighspeedcorners

andmediumspeedcornersthatarea

bitof anissueforme,justbecauseI’m

notusedtothedownforceandcarrying

allthatspeed.

“Igotlotsof helpfromeveryonehere

atMittellCars.It’sbeengoingwell.”

Wesemaeladmittedalsothatthe

abandonmentmadehispole

achievementbittersweet.

“YeahIreallywouldhavelovedto

takethecaroutintherace,”hesaid,

“Especiallythe25minute-longrace

[whereWesemaelwastostartsecond

behindAlbone,basedonsecond

besttimes].

“Iwasreallylookingforwardtothat,

seeif wecanhaveabitof afightwith

Billy,andjustseewhathappened

really.Unfortunatelywe’ll justhave

towaituntilBrandsnow.

“Iwasabitworried,I’vedoneno

startsatall inthecar.”

Headmittedalsotosurpriseatthe

qualifyingresult.“Yes,verysurprised

actually.IhadScottonthewallwiththe

pitboardandcomingroundIwasabout

half asecondbehindBilly,andIsawthe

lapwasalotquickerthanthatone,soit

justkindof allcametogetherwhenit

neededtoreally.”

Andwhilesnowwasblowinginthe

airthroughout,Wesemaelreckonsthe

outcomewasn’texplainedbytrack

conditionsvaryingwithinthesession,

sayingthegriplevelchanged“not

overly”.Buthedidsuggestthat

havingunusualcircumstanceswas

tohisbenefit.

“Withitbeingsocoldandthesnow

blowingacrossconstantly,especially

thefirstsectionandCranerCurvesis

veryslippery,Ithinkmighthaveplayed

intomyhandsalittlebit,”hesaid.

“Alltheseguyshavelotsof practice

onanormaltrack,withitbeingabit

changeableallof usareonabitmore

of anevenplayingfield.Sothatwas

probablygoodforme.”

Hispolelapwasn’toneof throwing

cautiontothewindeither.

“No,beingmyfirstracehereIhadn’t

reallydrivenitinthedryatfullrevs

untilthequalifyingsession,sowe

werejustbuildingituplapbylap,

that’swhymyfastestlapwasalot

One of these trophies could’ve hadWesemael’s name on it after his pole

WESEMAELCHIPPERAFTERSHOCKRGB
SPORTS1000POLEFORCANCELLEDRACE

Wintryweather forcesmeeting to be cancelled – and itmay not be rearranged

TheDoningtonParkmeetinghadto

beabandonedduetotheextreme

weather,withonlythequalifying

sessionsheldinwetandintermittently

snowyconditionsonSaturday

morning,beforethedecisiontocancel

theweekend’sracingwasmade.

Withtheforecastindicatingthatmore

snowwouldfallovernight,Sunday’s

actionwasalsocancelledasitwas

consideredtobeunfaironthecompetitors,

organisersandmarshalstobeleftwaiting

infreezingconditionsonceagain.

Theclub’scompetitionssecretary,

GilesGroombridge,explained:“The

decisionwasmadebytheMSAsteward

andtheclerksof thecoursebecause

they’rethepeopleresponsiblefor

circuitinspection.Thecircuitmustbe

freefromsnowandice,theverges,all

accessroadsandthepaddockmustbe

freefromsnowandice.Wealsohavea

dutyof caretoallthemarshalsstanding

outintemperaturesthatwere minus

eightdegreeswiththewind-chilltoo.”

Driversagreedthatitwasthecorrect

decision,especiallyafterfacingissues

inqualifyingwhenseveralcarsspun

off thecircuitasicebeganformingon

thetracksurface.

BikesportsracerAdrianReynard

experienceddifficulttrackconditions

evenbeforetheworstof theweatherhit.

“Ididthepracticethenthequalifying,

buttherewerealotof peoplegoingoff,

changingupintofourthgearand

spinning-uptherearwheels,”hesaid.

“Ilookedattheforecast–itwas

variablesoIleftabouttwohoursbefore

theycancelledthemeeting.Irealisedit

wasn’tgoingtogetmuchbetter.”

Theclubwillattempttorescheduleas

manyracesasitcan,butGroombridge

admittedthatanentiremeeting’s

worthof racingwillbetoughtofit

intotheremainingcalendar.

“Potentiallysomeof themcould

berescheduledatothermeetings,”

hesaid.“Wemightbeabletosqueeze

onechampionshipintoourSeptember

Doningtonmeeting.”Conditions were very difficult at times at Donington during Saturday

quicker than the other ones that I did. 

“I just followed the process that we’d 

worked on with Scott and Mittell Cars 

and just put it together at the end.”

Indeed his opening two laps in the 

session were in the 1m52s range, and 

from then, aside from one breather on 

lap five, he chipped down consistently to 

his best time of 1m37.53s on lap seven. 

Even with his tour de force Wesemael 

thinks championship ambitions are 

beyond him for now.

“I think absolutely all the boys here – 

Danny, Paul, Billy, all the frontrunners 

from last season and the midfield  – 

everyone’s really quick in this field,” 

he noted. “It’s going to be about trying 

to learn the tracks as fast as possible, 

and the car, just to try and keep up; 

really just see what happens. I’m not 

going to stand here and say ‘I want to 

win the championship’. That would be 

great, but probably not that realistic at 

the moment.”
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Caterham Graduates
Mega/Classic/Sigma
Race 1: Declan Dolan (Mega)
Race 2: Declan Dolan (Mega)
Sigmax/Sigmax VCT
Race 1: Lee Collins
Race 2: Lee Collins

CNC Heads Sports/Saloons
Paul Rose (Saker RAPX S1)

Legends
Heat 1: Will Gibson
Heat 2: Stephen Whitelegg
Final: Connor Mills

MG Owners Club
Race 1: David Mellor (MG ZR)
Race 2: Simon Kendrick
(MGF VVC)

RACEWINNERS

STAR DESIGNER REYNARD STILL ENJOYING HIS RACING
Therewasafamiliarname
amongthosedriving in the
750MotorClub’sBikesports
seriesatDonington.That
of renownedconstructor
AdrianReynard, taking
part inaRadicalSR3.
Reynardstartedoutasa

driverandbuiltcarsinorder

toracethem,yetit isasa

constructorthathehasreally

madehisname.TheReynard

company’scarsdominated

ChampCarandFormula3000

andhavewonracesinmany

otherseries.

Sowhatkeepstemptinghim

backtothiscategory,and

takingpartbehindthewheel?

“I’mdoingitbecauseIenjoy

it,andif IstopenjoyingitI

won’tbedoinganymoreof

this!”Reynardsaid.

Butheadmitsthatit’snotjust

that.Oldhabitsdiehard.

“Iliketheseriesbecausethe

regulationsinBikesportsare

freeenoughformetodo

justafewlittleexperiments

withmycar,”headded.“I

developmyownrearwingfor

it,andsomeothersmall

featuresthatIthoughtmight

helpimprovethelaptimesas

myabilityfades.”

AndforReynardthisfreedom

isthecrucialdistinctionfrom

thespecialistRadicalChallenge

Championship.

“TheRadicalchampionship

isfartooprescriptiveforme,

andprobablytoocompetitive,”

henoted.“Iliketosupportthe

750MotorClub,andImeeta

lotof friendshereaswell.”

EvensoReynardstillhas

plentykeepinghimoccupied

awayfromthedrivingseat,

notleastGinetta’sLMP1

aerodynamicprogramme

thathejoinedrecently.He

confirmedthat“thecarisgoing

extremelywellonthetrack”.

Hiscompanyremainsactive

alsoinNASCARaswellaswith

severalIndyCarteamsseeking

tomaximisethenewaerokitfor

thisyear.

Butheaimsstill tohavetime

forhisownracing,andthisyear

thatincludesgoingbacktothe

futurebyracingacouple

of hisoldFormulaFords.

“WhenmyFormulaFord1600

comesbackfromNewZealand

whereIraceditatHampton

DownsI’mgoingtojustrebuild

thenoseandradiatorwhich

weredeficient,”heexplained.

“A44-year-oldradiatordidn’t

coolverywell.Andtherear

uprights’bearingswere

deficientaswell–Imadeall

thosemistakesin1973.

“SoI’ll justmakethoseabit

morereliable,andImight

takeitouttowardstheendof

theyearfortheoccasional

FormulaFord1600raceif it

fitsintoacategory.Itwasbuilt

in’73andIthinkthere’sapre-

’72championship,whichit

probablywon’tfit into.

“AndImightdrivea1978

FormulaFord2000carwhich

Iusedtodrivein’78.Ididrace

thatlastyearatBrandsonce

ontheGrandPrixcircuit,but

ithadbeenalongtimesince

IracedatBrands.Iusedtobe

abletolearncircuitsquite

quicklybutittakesmeabit

longerthesedays!

“It’s justalittlehobbynow,

thatIenjoystilldoingsome

of thethingsIstartednearly

50yearsago.”

Andhe fully intends tokeep

competing inBikesports.

“I like theSR3 todrive,”he

said. “It’s averycomfortable

car todrive, paddleshift and

nicehighrevvingengine.

It’sprettyquickandhasa

reasonableamountof grip.

So I’ll continuewith the750

MotorClub thisyearwith that.

“Ihadabigpush towin the

championship in2014, but I’ve

beenabit lessaggressive so

Imissquitea fewracesnow.

“Idon’t feel Ineed toprove

towin,but it’snice [I can].

I’vewona fewraces in this

championshipwhich is

alwaysnice todo.”

Wintryshowersplayedtheir

partintheopeningroundof

theNationalLegends.

Theopeningheatwasredflagged

whenBelgianvisitorsGuyFastres

andJeanPonceletrolledina

multipleshuntatOldHall

ontheopeninglap.

JackParkerledfromtherestart

andbegantotusslewithMiles

Rudman.WillGibsonhadbeen

inthemixtoountilJohnMickel

snatchedthirdcrestingHilltopand

beganattackingtheleadduo.

WithalaptogoMickelwassecond

throughOldHallandledat

Knickerbrook.ButGibsonhad

followedhimthroughandmadethe

decisivemovetoclinchalatevictory,

withParkercompletingthepodium.

SteveWhitelegg’searlybreakin

heattwowaserodedbyalongsafety

carperiod.Buthemaintainedhis

reducedadvantageoverafinaltwo-

lapsprint,withParkerholdingoff

Rudmanforthird,afterConnorMills

slowedandretiredonthelastlap.

Itwasalmostdarkwhenthegrid

formedupforthefinal.Initiallythe

leadquartetpairedoff,withMills

andJohnPatersonpursuedby

StephenTreherneandGilles

Verleyen.Whiletheleadduo

scrapped,Verleyenclosedinand

managedtosplitthem,before

losingouttoParkerandGibson

alaplater.

Millsbrieflymadeabreakatthe

front,asthefourbehindhadtheir

ownfight.ButPatersonspunat

Knickerbrookonlapfour,which

gaveParkerspacetocloseinonMills.

Parkerbrieflynosedaheadalap

later,butMillssoonreclaimedit

totakeahard-foughtwin,while

GibsonretookthirdfromSean

Smithonthelastlap,havinglostit

onthepreviousone.

Reynard (l) gets stuck in

at Silverstone last year

RACING REPORTS

Whitelegg(l)wasaheatwinner,withLegendsattractinglargegrid

RosewasrapidinhisSakertostormtocomfortablewin

LEGENDS BRAVE THE SNOW AT OULTON IN EXCITING RACES

Reynard has worked on the Ginetta LMP1 car aerodynamics

Former CNC Heads Sports/

Saloon champion Paul Rose 

won the opening round of the 

championship in his Saker.

Dave Harvey’s Locosaki was 

the early leader in the restarted 

race, which had been red-flagged 

when Paul Dobson’s rotary-

engined Locost had a 

transmission failure, Philip 

Morris’s VW Golf crashed 

heavily and Graeme Laslett’s 

Lotus Elise was caught up in the 

melee, all before the first corner.

Rose had been fourth into the 

first corner behind Harvey, 

Danny Bird’s Spire and Garry 

Wardle’s Porsche 997. He got 

Wardle into Cascades on the 

opening lap. Wardle then spun 

at Cascades a lap later, as Rose 

ousted Bird and edged close 

to the lead.

It only took three laps, from 

where Rose built his lead up to 

21 seconds by the flag.

Harvey had been clear in 

second, but had a last-lap scrap 

with the closing Bird after a 

lock-up at Old Hall. 

Jon Woolfitt’s turbocharged 

MK Indy and brother Paul’s 

Lotus Exige had both been in 

formation in the top four, but 

both were caught by Steve 

Harris’ Saker, which was 

recovering from earlier contact 

with the Exige.

Harris tried to take both into 

Old Hall on lap four, succeeded, 

spun on the exit and retired with 

a broken splitter. Paul Woolfitt 

also pitted after a warning flag. 

Tony Ellis came through to claim 

a solid fifth in his Mazda-engined 

Gemini Elva, with Allan Davies 

completing the top six in his 

BMW M3.

ROSE BLOOMS DESPITE THE ARCTIC CONDITIONS TO TAKE SPORTS/SALOON WIN
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FEATURE

THE KING OF
Why young Brit Tom Williams swapped Jedburgh for Mexico. By David Evans

A
s the
thermometer 
tipped from 
the 20s to the 30s,
the question 
seemed a trifle 
superfluous. 

Tom Williams adjusted his 
sunglasses and, ahead of  his 
third straight day in a rally car, 
considered the question.

The teaser I’d put to him was, I 

thought, a sensible on:  “Why Mexico 

and not the Border Counties?”

Guanajuato or Jedburgh?

Three days or one?

World Rally Championship 

experience or the opening round of  

the British Rally Championship?

Now, before I go any further, I won’t 

have anything said against the Border 

Counties. It is an absolutely superb 

event run through such iconic – and 

now much underused – stages like 

Elibank, Cardrona and Yair; there’s 

more history in those woods than 

Mexico is ever likely to muster. 

But… (you knew that was coming) 

it’s not a round of the World Rally 

Championship. And Rally Mexico is.

And the World Rally Championship 

is all about experience. Like Williams, 

Gus Greensmith was competing in 

Mexico for the first time and he 

reckoned Guanajuato’s gravel roads 

were trickier to unpick than some of  

the most taxing Monte Carlo tests. 

“There’s so much to learn,” 

Greensmith told MN. “The road is 

constantly evolving with every passage 

of  every car and there are so many 

twisty, technical sections with loads of  

little bridges; there’s so much to look 

out for. This is definitely an event you 

need to come and learn before you can 

think about competing at the front.”

Want further proof? Step up and look 

at Finns Teemu Suninen and Esapekka 

Lappi. Suninen starred at Rally 

Finland, widely regarded as one of  the 

toughest events to learn, last year. And 

Mexico was more 

appealing than the UK

There was heartbreak for Williams at the end of Rally Mexico

“When we were looking at 

doing the Border Counties, 

we were looking at an all-in 

budget of £15,000. We have 

worked hard to try to 

secure sponsorship for 

that event, but it wasn’t 

possible to lessen those 

costs with support.

“Going to Mexico cost us 

£35,000, but £20,000 of that 

was sponsorship. That’s 

what made the difference 

for us. I’m painfully aware 

of just how much £15,000 

is, it’s a huge amount of 

money, but as a family 

we’ve all been working 

towards this year to get 

ourselves in the position 

that we can support Tom.

“And this really is a 

family effort. It was 

Tom, his mum and I who 

were loading the container 

at home in January and 

we were in Mexico 

unloading it. Obviously 

Phil [Hall, co-driver] 

came out to Mexico and 

we had three guys from 

MH Motorsport there to 

help us. The flights and 

accommodation were 

the biggest costs, but 

when we got there the 

actual cost of sleeping 

per night was, I think, 

cheaper than it would 

have been in Britain.

“But the big number and 

the big deal comes when 

you work out the cost per 

kilometre. The Border 

Counties would have cost 

us £115 per kilomentre; 

Mexico without our 

sponsorship cost £106 

per kilometre…”

DAVID WILLIAMS ON THE COSTS 
OF COMPETING IN MEXICO

Lappi? Well, he won in Jyvaskyla last 

season. Both of  them were knocked 

sideways by their Mexican debut 

earlier this month. It was far harder 

than either could have thought.

What did they need more than most? 

Previous experience. 

M-Sport managing director 

Malcolm Wilson admires Williams’ 

determination to get out of  the UK 

and get on with learning about the rest 

if  the world.

Wilson said: “I’ve always said, the 

best thing a young driver can do is 

put their car on a trailer, gather some 

mates together and get out there and 

do the rallies – experience of  these 

events is absolutely invaluable.”

It took a container rather than a 

trailer, but Williams has totally signed 

up to that approach.

“The Border Counties was the same 

weekend as Mexico,” says Williams. 

“And doing the Junior WRC this year, 

I’m looking for as much seat time as 

possible to make the most of  that 

experience. The Border Counties 

was the same weekend as Mexico and 

dad and I talked about doing that rally, 

but when we priced up Mexico (see 

sidebar), it just didn’t stack up. 

“The Border Counties is a great event 

and if  I was doing the BRC again this 

year, I would have happily signed up. 

But Mexico is just one of  those events 

you look at in the calendar and think, 

it’ll be ages before we get out there. Until 

you start to do the research and look 

into getting the car and the crew out 

there. I was absolutely amazed at how 

reasonable it was to get out there. OK, 

we borrowed the container, but we 

booked the flights, the hotel and the van 

early and we got them all at a really good 

rate – I think the hotels were probably 

even cheaper than what we would 

have paid to stay around Jedburgh.

“We sent the car out in the middle 

of  January and when we got over to 

Mexico, the container was already 

at the service park. We wheeled the 

car out, put up the easy-up and 

we were ready. It really was that 

straightforward.”

Unfortunately for Williams and 

co-driver Phil Hall, the 1600cc Fiesta 

R2 turned out to be no great fan of  the 

heat. They retired on the opening day 

with heat-related issues, but returned 

for the weekend with a new ECU which 

ran the car a little bit cooler. 

But, with the finish – and a maiden 

WRC3 victory – in sight, disaster 

struck in the final stage.

“On the second to last stage the car 

kept cutting out,” says Williams. “It 

kept blowing the ignition fuse, so in the 

end we put a paperclip in to by-pass the 

fuse. It was a bit sparky, but we made 

the control with three minutes to spare 

and started the last stage. 

“With just a couple of  miles of  the 

final stage left, the car cut out. The wire 

had melted and now we were really 

stuck. Phil and I knew the last part of  

the stage was downhill, but we still had 

about 500 metres to push the car to the 

top of  the hill. We jumped out, started 

to push and suddenly we were being 

helped by loads of  Mexican fans. It 

was incredible! 

“We rolled down through the finish, 

but unfortunately that was as far as we 

would get. We couldn’t get the car to 

start to get it back to service, so our 

adventure ended there. We were both 

so disappointed to have come so close 

to winning our class in the world 

championship. But now, looking 

back, the result wasn’t so important – 

what was really important was the 

experience we took of  those roads 

and from competing on a WRC round 

on another continent.”

David Williams, Tom’s father, knows 

a thing or two about the benefit of  

experience. Williams Sr backed and 

mentored his friend Richard Burns. 

David says: “People will look at what 

we’ve done by coming to Mexico and not 

staying in Britain to do events and say: 

‘Oh, they’ve got loads of  money going 

all the way out there to do a WRC 

round.’ But actually, we don’t. 

“We’ve done this on an absolute 

shoestring. We used to get the same 

thing when we were starting out with 

Richard, people saying his was a 

factory car in the Peugeot Challenge. 

It wasn’t, we just made sure the car 

was always presented perfectly. By 

trade, I’m a designer and things have 

to look right for me. 

“We’re all disappointed Tom and 

Phil didn’t get the result they were 

hoping for and deserved after all the 

effort they put in, but like they say, 

the real reward comes with the 

experience of  going to Mexico.” 



Photos: JakobEbrey

Mark Higgins wasn’t a fan of the Silverstone surface

Loeb tamed the new circuit and was the first winner
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THE FIRST STEPS TO A
NEW ERA AT SILVERSTONE

Matt James and Hal Ridge gauge reaction from rallycross at the grand prix track

S
ilverstone entered 
a brave new era 
last weekend when 
it hosted its first 
rallycross event on 
the new purpose-built 
track on the Stowe 

circuit area, a precursor to the 
Speedmachine-branded World 
Rallycross Championship event 
at the end of  May. 

The inaugural meeting was the 

opening round of the British Rallycross 

Championship, which was the perfect 

curtain-raiser. It was a high profile 

meeting to allow organisers to have 

a run-through of the systems that will 

be used on May 26/27.

It was also a great opportunity for the 

circuit to be put into use for the first time, 

and several overseas visitors took the 

chance to get to grips with the layout 

ahead of  the WRX meeting. Among them 

were EKS Audi racer Andreas Bakkerud 

and the Team Peugeot Total 208 WRXs 

of Sebastien Loeb and Timmy Hansen.

It was more like Siberia at Silverstone 

last weekend. The temperature barely 

rose above minus two degrees all day, 

and the snow was relentless. Despite 

that, there were some positive signs.

Swede Bakkerud was keen to get a 

closer look at the challenge. “People were 

already saying that the Silverstone track 

would not be as good because it doesn’t 

have the same viewing for the fans – they 

said that the spectator stands were too 

far from the circuit and it was too flat,” 

he says. “But then I got here and walked 

around the circuit: I think it is going to be 

a pretty interesting track for the World 

Rallycross Championship to watch from. 

The first turn, for example, is great and 

the fans can get close to the cars at the 

back of  the track and where the jump is.”

Peugeot Sport boss Bruno Famin was 

also present at the event, and he realised 

that the venue itself  could be a huge 

boost for the sport.

“This is not my first experience of  

Silverstone, we won here in the World 

Endurance Championship with the 

Peugeot 908 HDi FAP. For rallycross it’s 

my first time. Silverstone is a mythical 

place for motorsport and this idea to build 

rallycross circuits in first class and world 

class circuits like in Barcelona and now 

Silverstone, I think is a very good idea.

“You have all the infrastructure, you 

have everything. It’s good on the track, 

it looks nice. The grandstand is very 

good, you can see everything. Maybe 

the track could be a bit faster in a straight 

line – there are no real straight parts – 

but it’s a great pleasure to race here 

in Silverstone.”

The atmosphere at the event was 

superb and the facilities lived up to all 

that Famin required. However, there 

were some concerns about the circuit 

itself  and particularly the surface. 

It  wasn’t all the fault of  the circuit’s 

creators either, as racer and multiple 

British rally champion Mark Higgins 

pointed out. 

“It couldn’t be a worse time of year to 

try out the circuit and the conditions 

were dreadful as well, so it was difficult 

for everyone,” he says. “There is the clay 

on top of  the surface, but the tyres just 

aren’t digging through to anything so 

the organisers definitely need to get 

something a bit harder on there.

“I don’t have much experience of  

rallycross, but it is not really a spectacle 

when you have to go at five miles-per-

hour because of  the clay surface. If  

we can get a hard-packed surface on it, 

then I think it will be great.”

Timmy Hansen, who finished runner-

up in the final (see report, page 28) agreed. 

“The track was very bad when it was 

raining and I think they have quite a 

lot of  work to do on the circuit before 

we come here for the Speedmachine 

weekend. But the layout is fine, so as 

long as they put a good effort in, it can be 

a good race in the summer,” says Hansen.  

“The venue is beautiful, with the wing 

building, but on the track I’m missing a 

circuit. I think they need to build some 

walls and some kerbs to really make a 

venue out of  the whole rallycross track. 

The jump is good and there is a lot of  

overtaking possibilities, so there is a lot of  

potential to do it great here, they just need 

to put their minds together.”

The newness of  the track was 

something that Sebastien Loeb says 

jarred slightly, but he also bemoaned 

the lack of  high-speed sections. Coming 

over the start line and towards the 

opening corner, the cars are at high 

speed, but the rest of  the challenge 

is more technical. 

“The circuit is OK but for me it’s not 

fast enough,” says Loeb. “Like most of  

the tracks, it would be more interesting 

if  we could have some very fast sections 

where we have some fast corners, like in 

fifth gear with a straight behind, so we 

could maybe hope to have some more 

overtaking possibilities.

“Here it [overtaking] will not be easy, 

I think there are some opportunities in 

some places, but not easy. I don’t know if  

it’s possible to do some changes [before 

the World RX round], maybe the track is 

like this. Also, we don’t have any kerbs at 

the moment, it’s just like a natural track.”

Despite the freshness of  the track – 

which was always going to be the case 

as the organisers prepare for an 

event which is still two months away – 

Bakkerud says he enjoyed the challenge 

of  the 972-metre circuit, which is made 

up of  60 per cent on the loose and 

40 per cent on asphalt. 

“In the wet, like we have had this 

weekend, the track is very muddy and 

greasy,” says Bakerrud. “It is the 

material that they have used for the 

circuit and it is not what I like. I guess it 

changes from driver to driver, but with 

so much mud on the track you can’t 

control the car – sometimes under 

braking, you are accelerating because 

there is such little grip. Sometimes, 

too, the car is rotating by itself. 

“But if  it is dry, I reckon there will be 

a lot of  flow in the circuit and I like the 

jump, particularly because you have a 

corner right after it which makes it a real 

test, and I think the joker lap is pretty 

cool. Between turns two and three, you 

have to have a pretty good rhythm there 

to go quickly. The demands are high and 

I think you will really see a difference 

between the fast and the slow guys here.”

The scene has been set. The dry-run 

has happened and the next thing is for 

the World championship to descend on 

Silverstone. With all the lessons learned 

from last weekend’s curtain-raiser, the 

venue is ready to take the next step.  

Bakkerud was a 

fan of the layout

The high-speed jump was a spectcular section

Poor weather didn’t help the circuit to bed down
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British Rallycross 
Championship
By Hal Ridge

Organiser: BARC/LHMC Where: Silverstone When: March 17 
Starters: 79

Long-time British Rallycross 
Championship Supercar racer 
Andy Grant takes great pride in the 
presentation and preparation of his 
ex-Will Gollop Ford Focus. But the 
season wasn’t even a lap old when 
his orange machine received its first 
cracked rear bumper of the year, in 
the first round of the series at 
Silverstone on Saturday. 

Grant wasn’t concerned about the 

minor contact: after all, it had been 

received without malice. For the opening 

third of  that first qualifying race, Grant 

had fended off  the attentions of  one of  

the greatest drivers of  the generation 

and the most successful rally driver of  

all time, Sebastien Loeb. 

Unsurprisingly, driving a works-run 

Peugeot 208 WRX Supercar, Loeb moved 

into the lead on lap two and won the 

qualifying race, but the smile on Grant’s 

face back in the paddock told its own 

story. Conditions early in the day on 

Silverstone’s new rallycross circuit were 

treacherously slippery, as temperatures 

failed to rise above freezing for the 

duration of  the encounter. The track 

only dried out later in the afternoon as 

the falling snow abated briefly.

Four World Rallycross Championship 

contenders entered the British RX 

opener to prepare for the forthcoming 

World RX round at Silverstone in May, 

and it was new EKS Audi Sport signing 

Andreas Bakkerud who dominated 

qualifying, setting the fastest time in 

each of  the three qualifying sessions to 

sit top of  the Intermediate Classification.

However, he was beaten in semi-final one

by Loeb’s team-mate, Timmy Hansen.

While he made a strong challenge for 

the lead of  the final at the first corner, 

Bakkerud wound up third at the finish. 

Hansen also made a challenge for the 

lead at Turn 1, edging ahead of  his team-

mate, the pair running wide, allowing 

Bakkerud the inside line.

Loeb managed to maintain the 

advantage but Hansen dropped to 

third, fending off  a challenge from 

Julian Godfrey, the multiple British 

RX champion fighting back from 

troubles in the qualifying races. 

As Loeb edged clear to score victory, 

Hansen pressured Bakkerud for second

in the early stages, before leapfrogging 

the Norwegian by taking an earlier joker

lap. Godfrey had an untroubled run to 

fourth and top British RX points (the 

top three guest entries not eligible for 

points), racing a Spencer Sport-run 

Mitsubishi Mirage RX for the first time. 

Steve Hill scored a solid result in fifth 

with his reworked Mitsubishi Evo X, 

while British RX Supercar newcomer 

Roger Thomas was sixth. 

Triple British Rally champion Mark 

Higgins made his Supercar debut but 

was forced out of  contention in the 

final by a broken driveshaft, while 

Kevin Procter retired on lap one with 

technical troubles. 

Jack Thorne scored an emphatic 

victory in the Supernational category, 

racing a Super1600 specification Renault

Twingo. A Turn 2 spin dropped him to 

GODFREY TOPS THE UK RUNNERS 
AS LOEB STEALS THE LIMELIGHT

BRITISH RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP: SILVERSTONE

thebottomof theorder,butinastunning

drive, by the end of  the third lap he had 

moved back into the lead to head home 

fellow Super1600 racer Paul Coney and 

reigning Supernational champion 

Tristan Ovenden. Marius Solberg 

Hansen claimed a debut victory in the 

Junior Rallycross series, ahead of  

another rookie, Luke Constantine. 

Simon Ovenden won the Swift Sport 

final, Keifer Hudson claimed BMW 

Mini victory and Chrissy Palmer 

fendedoff WorldRXracerKevinEriksson

to win the RX150 final. James Harrold’s 

return to Retro Rallycross with his VW 

Beetle also resulted in victory.

Results
MSA British Rallycross Championship (6 laps) 1 Sebastien 
Loeb (Peugeot 208); 2 Timmy Hansen (Peugeot 208) +3.295s; 3 
Andreas Bakkerud (Audi S1); 4 Julian Godfrey (Mitsubishi Mirage); 
5 Steve Hill (Mitsubishi Evo); 6 Roger Thomas (Ford Focus).
Supernational Rallycross Championship (6 laps) 1 Jack 
Thorne (Renault Twingo); 2 Paul Coney (Vauxhall Corsa) 
+1.086s; 3 Tristan Ovenden (Renault Clio); 4 Tony Lynch (Ford 
Ka); 5 Craig Lomax (Citroen C2); 6 Kirk Twyman (Renault Clio).
MSA Junior Rallycross Championship (6 laps) (All 1.3 

Suzuki Swift) 1 Marius Solberg Hansen; 2 Luke Constantine
+0.693s; 3 James Constantine; 4 Tom Constantine; 5 Ben
Sayer; 6 Morgan Wroot.
Suzuki Swift Rallycross Championship (6 laps) 1 Simon 
Ovenden; 2 Rob Shield +3.034s; 3 Tom Llewellin; 4 Morgan 
Bailey; 5 Andrew Coley; 6 Dominic Flitney.
BMW Mini Rallycross Championship (6 laps) 1 Keifer 
Hudson; 2 Martin Hawkes +2.017s; 3 Bradley Durdin; 4 David 
Bell; 5 Rob Methold; 6 Leigh-Anne Sedgwick.
RX150 Rallycross Championship (6 laps) 1 Chrissy Palmer; 
2 Kevin Eriksson +0.802s; 3 John Ward; 4 Nathan Heathcote; 
5 Stephen Jones; 6 Dan Rooke.
Retro Rallycross Championship (4 laps) 1 James Harrold 
(Volkswagen Beetle); 2 Steve Cozens (Citroen AX) +0.653; 3 
Gary Dixon (Vauxhall Astra); 4 Stewart Bowes (Mini Clubman); 
5 Steve Bowie (Vauxhall Chevette); 6 Ian Biagi (Mini Clubman).

Loeb powered clear for a comfortable victory in the final while Godfrey (inset) took maximum British points

SPORTING SCENE

YorkshireSportsCarClub and 

hard-working clerk of the course 

Martin Grimwood had to change 

venue twice for the Stuart 

Butterfield Sporting Trial, 

moving from Yorkshire to Cumbria 

due to landowner issues and then 

from Gale Hall to the BTRDA Gold 

Star venue Edenhall due to snow. 

Richard Sharp followed on 

from the opening rounds to win the 

coveted trophy. He dropped just 

11 points following a three-way 

tie at lunchtime. 

Six hills were attempted four times 

in bitter wind and sleet showers 

with Sharp taking the win by four 

points from Bryan Walker and top 

live-axle runner Bob Packham, who 

was driving the venerable Kincraft 

built 40 years ago. 

Walker was first to slip up in the 

afternoon dropping a four, followed 

by Packham on the final round. 

That handed the win to Sharp 

and his son Joe. Walker won the 

intermediate live class. Stuart Beare 

made the trip from Kent to take 

fourth overall 10 points back from 

another expert live-axle winner Mike 

Salton with class runner-up Brian 

Thornton completing the top 

10 overall. Barry Hogg won the 

intermediate independent class 

in sixth from John Cole in ninth.

NPTCC Club Chairman Andrew 

Woodhead finished in eighth overall 

just behind Boyd Webster, who 

was top all-conquering Crossle 

driver. The top seven overall were 

all driving different makes of cars.

The Stone Trough trial at Colstons 

near Melmerby was due to take 

place on the next day but overnight 

snow forced the cancellation of 

this event.

Multiple champion Steven 

Ferguson won the Northern 

Ireland Autotest at Cookstown 

in County Tyrone on Saturday.

He finished clear of Ashley 

Lamont by 14s at the end of a 

bitterly cold day. David Thompson’s 

Vauxhall Nova took third ahead of 

Paul Blair, whose two penalties 

cost him the runner-up spot. 

Reigning title holder Paul 

Mooney could only finish in sixth 

position after three pylons and a 

broken driveshaft.

Results
Stuart Butterfield Sporting Trial
Organiser: Yorkshire Sports Car Club Where: 
March 17 Where: Edenhall, Penrith Starters: 15.
1 Richard Sharp (Cartwright) 11 points; 2 Bryan 
Walker (Jedi) 15 points; 3 Bob Packham (Kincraft); 
4 Stuart Beare (Sherpa Indy); 5 Mike Salton 
(Concord); 6 Barry Hogg (Hamilton); 7 Boyd 
Webster (Crossle); 8 Andrew Woodhead (Jedi); 9 
John Cole (Crossle); 10 Brian Thornton (Kincraft).
Dungannon MC Autotest
Organiser: Dungannon Motor Club Where: March 
17 Where: Cookstown, County Tyrone Starters: 20.
1 Steven Ferguson (Mini-Nova Special) 559.8s; 
2 Ashley Lamont (Westfield) +14.1s; 3 David 
Thompson (Nova); 4 Paul Blair (Striker); 5 Robin 
Lyons (Mini); 6 Paul Mooney (Mini-Nova Special); 
7 James Wilson (Mini Special); 8 Jamie McMillan 
(Nova); 9 Mark King (Nova); 10 Peter Grimes 
(Mini-Nova Special). 

ROUND-UP

BriSCA F1: Belle Vue
By Colin Casserley

Organiser: Startrax Where: Belle Vue, Manchester 
When: March 18 Starters: 29

The recent poor weather might 

have halted many sporting 

events around the country at the 

weekend, but even Mother Nature 

could not stop John Dowson Jr 

from winning the opening BriSCA 

F1 final of  the 2018 season at 

Belle Vue on Sunday. 

Dowson has become the man to 

beat around the Manchester track:

he won the last meeting of  the 2017 

season and all his four final wins 

have come at the Kirkmanshulme 

Road venue.

In the opening laps of  the event, 

there were several incidents. 

One of  those took out early leader 

Mark Sargent and Aaron Cozens 

and that allowed Luke Dennis to 

assume the lead. 

Dowson nudged his way ahead 

before Frankie Wainman Jr 

barged his way to the front at 

the halfway point. A few laps 

later, Wainman tangled with 

a backmarker. 

That left him with front-end 

damage which caused him to lose 

Dowson battles his
way to the front

BriSCA F1: BELLE VUE

Dowson tackled 

Wainman Junior

control of  his machine on a turn. 

Dowson seized his opportunity 

and clattered into Wainman’s car, 

causing the race leader to spin out 

of  contention. Dowson held on to 

the lead for the remainder of  the 

race with Dennis following him 

home in second. Lee Fairhurst 

recovered from an early race

 spin to claim third, crossing 

the line with a flat left-rear after 

colliding with a backmarker on 

the last lap.

“They should run more races 

here,” joked Dowson. “We had a 

couple of  bits of  luck. I saw 

Wainman had some damage and 

was just waiting for the right 

time. I lost power steering midway 

through the race and was just 

hoping I could hold on at the end.”

Dennis was delighted with his 

second place. “It was a bit hectic 

at the start,” he said. “We rebuilt 

the engine over the winter and it 

has made a big difference, to get a 

podium makes up for all the bad 

luck I have had in recent years.”

Fairhurst, who went on to add a 

victory in the Grand National to 

his earlier heat race win, said: “I 

might have had that if  I didn’t get 

spun out early in the race, but I 

was pleased to recover for third.”  

Result
1 John Dowson Jr; 2 Luke Dennis; 3 Lee Fairhurst; 
4 Paul Hines; 5 Ben Hurdman; 6 Danny Wainman; 
7 Frankie Wainman, Junior Jr; 8 Billy Johnson; 9 
Eliot Smith; 10 Sam Makim.

Fairhurst took third place
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CLOSED-ROAD HILLCLIMB 
PLAN FOR CORNWALL

Coastal road to be closed off for hillclimb on a public road

Challenge: 

the course

Hot Rod season loses 
two rounds for 2018

Higgins confirmed for full British RX season

The National Hot Rod season 

will drop down to 12 rounds 

after the opening two meetings 

of the season were axed due 

to poor weather.

The first round of the second 

half of the 2017-2018 contest was 

due to take place at Birmingham 

Wheels on March 3, but that fell 

victim to snow. The round at 

Hednesford Hills, due to take 

place on Sunday last week, 

was also snowed off.

NHR boss Deane Wood said 

that the events would not be 

rescheduled. “You could come 

up with dates, but you would 

never get something that 

would suit everyone,” he said. 

“There will always be someone 

who gets disadvantaged by 

a rearranged meeting and we 

wanted to avoid that. 

“Then there is the dropped 

scores situation – drivers have 

to drop two rounds anyway, 

so we are going to allow the 

drivers to use one of the two 

cancelled events as one of 

their dropped scores.”

The championship, which 

is being led by Chris Haird, 

will resume at Northampton 

International Raceway on 

Good Friday (March 30).

Triple British Rally champion

Mark Higgins has announced an

expanded deal to race in the

full British Rallycross

Championship this year.

Higgins had originally

planned to contest at least the

opening two rounds, but his

full campaign has now been

confirmed. He will be backed

by Eddie Stobart. The logistics

firm previously supported the

Manxman to a pair of British

Rally crowns.

“It’s fantastic to be back in

Eddie Stobart colours after

such a successful relationship,

winning two British

championships together 12 years

ago,” said Higgins, who is driving

a Peugeot 208 Supercar prepared

and run by students from Bolton

University’s NCME this year.

Higgins qualified for the

final at Silverstone’s opening

round last weekend and was

classified seventh after

breaking a driveshaft.

“Silverstone was a positive

weekend despite the result,”

added Higgins. “The car was

working well, we qualified well

and had good starts all day. In

the final I knew what we had to

do and was keeping it nice and

neat behind [Julian] Godfrey,

waiting for the joker, but

unfortunately just landing off

the jump it looks like a driveshaft

broke and that was the end of it.”

By Matt James

A new closed-road hillclimb will 
take place at Watergate Bay in 
Cornwall in September this year.

The event has been jointly organised by 

Truro and District Motor Club, Newquay 

Auto Club and Plymouth Motor Club. 

It will start outside the Watergate Bay 

Hotel and run on the B3276, the stretch 

between Padstow and Newquay, over a 

distance of  720 metres. 

It is the first hillclimb to take advantage 

of  the new closed-road legislation which 

allows motor clubs to organise events 

with the blessing of  the governing body, 

the Motor Sports Association, and the 

local councils. 

A maximum of 90 cars will be able 

to compete on the September 15/16 

hillclimb.  The event is the brainchild 

of  Dave Brenton, competition secretary 

at Truro DMC. He will also be deputy 

event director of  the Watergate Bay 

Speed Hillclimb.

He said: “We’ve had great help over 

the past five years from Ian Davis, the 

MSA’s Regional, Rallies and Cross 

Country executive, and excellent 

support for the event from local 

businesses and landowners. We hope the 

event will provide a real end-of-tourist-

season boost to the local economy.”

Simon Blunt, MSA general secretary, 

said: “Within a year of  announcing the 

success of  our campaign for closed roads, 

we’ve been able to issue a permit for the 

third event, the Watergate Bay Speed 

Hillclimb, which shows a really 

encouraging early uptake from our 

event organising clubs.

“What’s particularly exciting is that 

the three events represent different 

types of  motorsport in various parts of  

the country. We look forward to being 

part of  each one, and to receiving even 

more applications for new events in other 

areas of  England and also in Wales.”

All proceeds from the event will go to 

local charities. The new event will use road next to Newquay airport

Harris to return to British RX at Lydden Hill

New American series to head to the UK

Thepromotorof theWorld

RallycrossChampionship,

IMG,haslaunchedanew

Americanrallycrossseries–

anditwillhaveanoverseas

roundintheUK.

TheAmericasRallycross

Championshipwillrunover

fourroundsin2018.Thefirst

eventwill jointheBritishround

of WorldRXatSilverstoneon

May25/26,whileadditional

ARXroundswillrunatthe

CanadianandAmerican

roundsof WorldRXinTrois-

Rivieres(August4/5)and

Austin(September29/30).

Thefourthevent,whichwill

alsobeheldinAmerica,isyet

tobeannounced.

Inabreakawayfromthe

American-basedGlobal

RallycrossChampionship,

manufacturersVolkswagen

of AmericaandSubaruof

Americahavealreadysigned

upfortheseries.

VWisexpectedtofield

SupercarsforformerGRC

championsScottSpeedand

TannerFoustrunbyAndretti

Autosport,whiletheVermont

SportsCar-operatedSubaru

programmewillrunformer

WorldRallydriversPatrik

SandellandChrisAtkinson.

TheGRCrevealedlastmonth

thatitwouldn’tincludea

headlineSupercarcategory

in2018.MNunderstandsthat

BritishRXSupercarracerJake

Harriswillreturntotheseries

forroundtwoatLyddenHillon

EasterMonday,racinghisfather

Steve’sCitroenDS3Supercar.

Hewillbeusingthesamecarhe

usedfull-timelastyear.Having

missedtheopeningroundat

Silverstonelastweekend,Harris

willbejoinedbybrotherBrett

atLyddenHill,whowillracein

theRX150class.Thepairare

expectingtocompetein

selectedeventsthisseason.

“I’mreallyhappytoberacing

theDS3atLydden,Ican’twait

togetbackontrack,”said

JakeHarris.

DadSteveHarris,aSupercar

raceruntiltheendof 2016, isalso

planningtoraceinselected

events.HarrisSrandLD

MotorsportsownerLiamDoran

collaboratedtobuytheMiniRX

projectfromJRMRacingatthe

endof lastyear. LDMotorsports

isworkingonthedevelopment

of theProdrive-builtcars,

includingtheinstallationof

atwo-litre‘custom’engine.

AmericanRallycrossChampionshipwillhavefourrounds

Hot Rods are down to 12 rounds

The jump at Silverstone thwarted Higgins in the BRX final

HarriswillreturntoBritishRallycrossatLyddenHillatEaster

the manufacturers previously 

involved in the series –

Volkswagen, Subaru and 

Honda – had withdrawn 

their participation prior to 

the announcement. 

“Volkswagen of America, in 

conjunction with our technical 

partner Andretti Autosport, 

intends to enter ARX in 2018 

with a factory-supported 

supercar rallycross team,” 

said Volkswagen experiential 

marketing director, Greg Lucia. 

“We are very excited about the 

future of  rallycross in North 

America and look forward to 

finalising all details with IMG 

and working closely with them 

to help make ARX a success.”
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Stage set for an epic strugg

Penalty precedent
The stewards’ decision to penalise 

Sebastien Ogier 10 seconds brought Rally 

Mexico into a state of  farce. 

The regulations for this event did not 

contain a specific penalty for hitting a 

chicane or other stage ‘furniture’. If  the 

rally organisers had wanted to change 

the regulations during the event, then 

they needed to issue a written amendment 

which every competitor would have to 

sign. The organisers did not do so in 

respect of  stage penalties.

What happened was a Citroen driver 

clipped a flower pot on the apex of  a corner 

on the Leon street stage – he got no penalty. 

A Hyundai driver clipped three elements 

of  the chicane on the first running of  

the Las Minas stage (SS21) – no penalty.

The organisers then requested that 

competitors remain in their official 

running order for the powerstage and 

that they should not hit the chicane. 

To my understanding this was not a 

written amendment. 

A Toyota driver and a Hyundai driver ran 

out of  sequence on the power stage – no 

penalties. Ogier, having checked before the 

powerstage that there would be no penalty 

for hitting the chicane, nudged one of  the 

elements of  the chicane on the powerstage. 

Retrospectively the stewards applied a 

10-second penalty, which lost him four 

championship points.     

I believe Ogier took trouble to abide by 

the regulations. It is my view that neither 

the event organisers nor the stewards 

followed the correct procedures. This is 

not good for the stature of  the World 

Rally Championship. 

Andrew Bodman

Via email

Too many events
After reading Jack Benyon’s recent article 

about ‘Why rallying must cut the number 

of  events’ here are my thoughts.

I think this has been a problem for many 

many years, Jack, and you are right in 

bringing this to the fore.

If  neighbouring motor clubs got together 

and created one fantastic rally instead of  

trying to organise two or even three 

different events in the year and then the 

costs could be spread equally between the 

clubs and any profits can be put back into 

each club to generate and help with further 

recruitment and training for marshals. 

This would be on top of  what the governing 

body, the MSA, currently does.

The forests roads would also be in tip-top 

condition due to reduced usage and the 

costs to repair them would be less. Maybe 

this would not be good news for Rally4Wales 

as it would only have one event to redo 

the roads afterwards as opposed to two, 

however it would (potentially) rejuvenate 

entries and rallying in the United Kingdom.

Chris Evans

Via email

Motorsport News, March 14

This Mini charger got things slightly wrong on his hillcimb charge, by Stephen Lister

Richard Salisbury was on the Tour of Epynt

Snetterton Stages, taken by Justin Williams

A hillclimbing monster, from Stephen Lister

Jamie Jukes on Epynt, from Richard Salisbury

The Torbay Trial, by Duncan Stephens

Frozen Legends, from Paul Williams

Chris Collier was at Silvestone’s RX

Neil Kirby, taken at a Silverstone test

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S

FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

The lap times have been studied, the long-run pace dissected and the tyre options equalised. But, it se
there are plenty of unknowns heading in to the opening grand prix of the season in Australia this week

What is certain is that if either Merc’s Lewis Hamilton or Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel claims the crown, it will elevate the
the same level as the legend Juan Manuel Fangio. That in itself is motivation enough, and you can argue that both men
deserve that prestige. Those pesky Red Bulls have the smart money at the moment as being the biggest obstacle to t
multiple champions, and that should add a fresh element of excitement. And how much work has McLaren done to pu
itself back in the game? There is only one way to find out: wake up early on Sunday.

 Silverstone’s maiden rallycross meeting on Saturday was a huge success. Sure, Sebastien Loeb’s presence in the
factory Peugoet sent a lot people through the gate, but the reaction to it was huge. It will only grow, and the World 
Rallycross Championship event in May will be one of the events of the season. Make sure you are there.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

Melbourne on Sunday morning will answer a lot of questio

NEW
WEBSITE
motorsport-news.co.uk
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Porschewasbackonforminthe1981LeMans24Hourscontest

Someof thearchive footage

included in theGreatHistory

of the 24Hours of LeMans

series is simplybreathtaking

and transportsyouback in

time toaverydifferent era.

In thisweek’s first instalment

the focus ison1981

(Wednesday, 2200-2230hrs).

Thatwasasignificant race

as itmarked thestart of a

periodof unparalleled

domination forPorscheafter

themanufacturer lost out to

Rondeau thepreviousyear.

For somethingabit

different, immediatelyafter

TV GUIDE
LISTINGS

RACING
SATURDAY

OultonPark,Cheshire
BRSCCmeeting:FF1600,
Porsches,ST-XRChallenge,Karts
Starts racing from1305hrs
(qualifying from0830hrs)Admission

adult£16,under13 freeWeb

msv.comContact08434539000
Kirkistown,NIreland

500MRCImeeting:FordFiesta
Zetec,FF1600,Saloon/GT,Formula
Vee,Ginetta JuniorStarts racing from
1300hrs (qualifying from0900hrs)
Admissionadult£15child freeWeb

kirkistown.com

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
BrandsHatch,Kent

BRSCCmeeting:F1000,Mazda
MX-5,MazdaMX-5SuperSeries,
BMWCompact,Fiesta,Fiesta Junior,
MultiMarques,206GTi,Nippon
Challenge,ToyotaMR2Classic,
ToyotaMR2,TricoloreTrophyStarts
Saturday, racing from1230hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Sunday,
racing from1050hrs (qualifying from
1000hrs)Admissionadult£16,
under13 freeWebmsv.comContact

08434539000
Silverstone,Northants

BARCmeeting:ClassicFF1600,

ClioCupJunior,MightyMinis, Junior
Saloons,HyundaiCoupe,Pre ’66
TouringCars,Pre ’83Group1Touring
Cars,Pre ’93TouringCars,Pre ’03
TouringCars,Pre ’05TouringCars,
BlueOvalSaloons,Classicand
HistoricThunderSaloonsStarts
Saturday, racing from1205hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Sunday,
racing from0930hrsAdmission£15
Websilverstone.co.ukContact
08704588260

RALLY
SATURDAY

Dolgellau,Gwynedd
RallyNorthWales

Starts0801hrsAdmission free
Web rallynorthwales.co.uk

CountyTipperary
LimerickForestRally

Starts0920hrsAdmission free
Web limerickmc.ie

SPORTINGSCENE
SUNDAY

Blyton,Linc
BTRDAClubmansRallycross

Championship

Starts0900hrsAdmissionTBC
Webclubmansrallycross.weebly.com

Listingscorrectat timeofpress

FULL REPORT FROM THE F1 SEASON OPENER IN AUSTRALIA

arehighlightsof the third

roundof theRallyXon Ice

series (Wednesday, 2230-

2330hrs).With the likesof

IndyCarchampionJosef

Newgardenandahostof

WorldRallycross stars taking

part, the serieshasattracted

astunningentryand the

penultimateeventatAl in

Norwaymarkedacrucial

point in theseason.But if you

merge those twodisciplines

togetheryouget endurance

rallying–and there’s someof

thaton thebox thisweek too.

TheLeJog rally isa

notoriously trickycontest and

onSaturday (1600-1700hrs)you

cancatchanhour’sworthof

highlights fromtheevent that

tookplace late lastyear.

Australian
GrandPrix
SkySports
F1HD
Drivers’press

conference:Thursday,
0400-0500hrs
FP1:Friday,

0030-0245hrs
FP2:Friday,

0445-0745hrs

FP3:Saturday,
0245-0410hrs
Qualifying:

Saturday,
0555-0740hrs
F1Show:Saturday,

0740-0810hrs
Race:Sunday,

0610-0830hrs
Highlights:Sunday,

0910-1125hrs

Australian
GrandPrix
Channel4
HD
highlights
Qualifying:

Saturday,
1300-1450hrs
Race:Sunday,
1430-1715hrs

LIVE TV
NASCAR Cup: 
Martinsville
Race: Sunday, 1730hrs, 

Premier Sports 

Season begins in Melbourne

Fiesta season begins at Brands Hatch meeting this weekend

WHO WILL BE ON 
TOP DOWN UNDER?

A LOOK AT THE LIKELY FRONTRUNNERS A

WHAT HAPPENED WHEN F1 CHAMP TRIED TEAM BRIT’S ADAPTED ASTON




















