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M READY
FHB THE FIGHT

ByMattjames

Reigning champion Lewis Hamilton says
that heisin better shape than ever as the
new F1 season blasts into life in Australia
this weekend.

The Mercedes driver will chase his fifth world
crown and says that he haslearned lessons from
his successful 2017 challenge to make him an even
more formidable opponent this term.

“I'malways thinking of the next stepsasa
racingdriver, how canlimprove,” said Hamilton.
“You have what you feel is X
suchacompleteseason[as sl =2
2017], butthere’sstill =% Sty ==
somany areas
that you can
getbetterat.”
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URSPUR

British champion says he is fired up for
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SUTTON TRIES
SSIE SUPERCAR

_ -'.L. N o e
Hamllton Bottas and Wolff are ready to kick off the campaign in Melbourne this weekend

GOODWOOD

MEMBERS’ MEETING

By MattJames

Reigning champion Lewis
Hamilton says he will aim
to have a perfectseasonin
his quest for an historic fifth
Formula 1 title.

The Mercedes man became the
first Briton toland four world titles
after asuccessful campaignin
2017, when he won nine of the
20racesand overtook Michael
Schumacher’srecord for the
most career pole positions set.

The Mercedes has yet to show
itstrue potential in testing, but
theteamisexcited about the 2018
car, the W09, and its prospects.

Hamilton will be going toe-to-toe
with Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel
for afifth crown. The two will

inspires me toimprove for
thisyear.”

Landmark ahead
While Hamilton isin prime
position toequal Juan Manuel
Fangio’stally of five world titles,
the Britinsiststhatheisjust
focusingon the challenge

ahead ratherthanaimingfor
therecord books.

“If 'mhonest, 'm always
thinkingof thenextstepsasa
racingdriver, how can Iimprove
asaracingdriver,” hesaid.
“Youhave what you feelissuch a
complete season, but there’s so
many areas that you can still
improve. As well as the success
ontrack, itisabouthow you
integrate with your team, how

I'mjustasexcitedasIwasinmy
first season, which I definitely
didn’texpect.”

The 33-year-old says that the
battle with Vettel would bea
motivation, but he says he will
notadd any more pressure to
hisattackin 2018.

“Idon’tthink [thereis]any
more [pressure] than there ever
hasbeen,” said the 62-timerace
winner. “Winning thatlast world
championshiplast year, the
pressure was immense tomake
sureIperformed. The team
isperformingand myjobis
toalsodeliver:it’sachain.I'm
animportantlink, weareall
importantlinks, butI’'mmaybe
the finishingtouch, the catalyst
tomake the whole thingmove,

Historicrace and rally news 11 Sporting Scene , 28 match uptoeach otherin this you work with your personnel, attheend.

Rally reports 17 Letter's./ Comment/What’s On 30 weekend’s openingrace, the your engineers, how youdivide “And thisis whatIdo, thisis
ITRC Report:West Cork 18 Classifieds 32 Australian Grand Prix. your time through the year— whatI've done since I was young,
MN CircuitRally Angleseyreport 19 Wanted:Tobe ableto enter a forest Hamilton said: “There were all these different things, thisismy comfort zone. AndIlove
Goodwood Members’ Meeting 20 withoutreceivinga 10-yearban. 20raceslast year and Ididn’t win you'rejust constantly evolving the pressure, personally. Usually
Formula 1 season preview 22 Apply:Q.Milne every single one. In hindsight, I and improving. when there’smore pressure, that’s
Racing reports 24 o could have set the car up better or “Ithink what’sreally excitingfor =~ when Iperform better. The cool
Interview:Tom Williams 26 "\ re performed alittle bit better. That meisit’smy12th seasonin Fland thingthis yearisI'mfighting
Silverstone’srallycross debut 27 =
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Iandmark title charge

Hamilton says he is happy

» with the new W09 racer

| WILL HIT THE GROUND RUNNING

1 RECORDS
| Mostwins Most pole positions
POS | DRIVER |PTS
1 |Michael Schumacher |91 1 |LewisHamilton |72
2 |Lewis Hamilton |62 2 |Michael Schumacher |68
3 |Alain Prost 51 3 |Ayrton Senna 65
4 |Sebastian Vettel 47 4 |Sebastian Vettel 50
5 |AyrtonSenna 41 5 |JimClark 33
6 |FernandoAlonso |32 6 |Alain Prost 33
Most fastestlaps Most world titles
POS | DRIVER [PTS
1 |Michael Schumacher |77 1 |Michael Schumacher|7
2 |KimiRaikkonen 45 2 |Juan-Manuel Fangio |5
3 |Alain Prost 41 3 |LewisHamiton |4
4 |LewisHamilton [38 3 |Alain Prost 4
— : 5 |Sebastian Vettel 33 3__|Sebastian Vettel 4
- bt ’ 6 [Nigel Mansell 30 6__|JackBrabham 3
. ] - S 6 |NikiLauda 3
. m: R L} = ¥ A { 11hh 6 |Nelson Piquet 3
. Bottas says Mercedes is better prepared than in 2017 Vettel and Hamilton are both on the cusp of a fifth title g JAyrE‘)n ;ennart g
ackie Stewa

against another four-time world
champion,Idon’tthink that’s
ever happened before-soit’s

rather concentrate onthe
development work than on
single-lap.”

The 28-year-old says heis
looking for an upturnin his
personal performance in 2018.

Mercedes fears the threat from Red Bull

quiteanexcitingseason.” The Mercedes team has focused “Every yeariscrucial, that’s
on tryingtosmooth out some of howitgoesin Formulal,” he Reigning champion Lewis “Also we don’t bring

Lightunderabushel theinconsistenciesinthechassis, explained. “Ifeel good for the Hamilton expects the upgrades at the same time.
Afterthetwo prolonged pre- which could be temperamental year, I feel very much part of Red Bull Racing pair of Some will. I think Red Bull
season periods of runningin attimeslastseasonand had theteam, Ifeel very supported Daniel Ricciardo and will bring something at
Barcelonarecently, Mercedes some difficulty usingits Pirellis intheteam. Max Verstappen to be the firstrace, which will
only clocked the eighth fastest compared to other machines. “Iknow I can win based on his biggest threats in beinteresting tosee.”
time compared toitsrivals. Hamilton hasalready said that last year,I know I'velearned Melbourne this weekend. Red Bull’s Ricciardo

The Brackley-based team was the W09 “feelslike abetter car” massively. Thave very high The Milton Keynes-based said that he was unsure
oneof the few nottorunthenew thanlastseason,andheisthe targets myself for the year. If team set the fifth fastest that his team would eclipse
hypersoft compoundfromPirelli.  pre-seasonfavourite with all Icanget evennear my targets time when lapping from Red Bull: big threat Mercedes, but he thought
Team boss Toto Wolff said that bookmakerstoland the crown I’'msurethefutureis good.” all of the pre-season they would be well in the
was adeliberate ploy asthe two thisyear. Bottas isalso upbeat about running was combined, . mix this weekend.
drivers concentrated on gaining the new machine for 2018, saying but an aerodynamic I’'m talking about [threats] “Now itlookslike we’re
information from the car from Team-mate debate thatalesstroubled build up to upgrade forits RB14 from other teams, Valtteri close,” said the Australian.

longerruns, rather than
one-shot qualifying pace.

Hamilton’s Mercedes team-mate
Valtteri Bottas will look to cement

the campaign has given the
team alift.

chassisis expected toreap
big rewards, especially on

will also be in that mix.

“This year is going to be

“Istill don’t really know
where Ferrariis, ’'m quite

“Wedecidednottousethe hisreputation within the series, “We had more difficulties last the Australian circuit. exciting, because last year confident that Mercedes
hypersoft because wefeltitisa andtheteam, afteraninconsistent  yeartounderstand the package While Hamilton there was a big difference isjust in front of us, but
tyrethatisusablefor onelap only. seasonin2017. we had and going to Melbourne acknowledges a threat between teams in the FerrariI’m not sure.
Testingitisabout collectingdata TheFinn,whowasanewrecruit ~ wehadto guess certainthingsand from Ferrariand beginning, and then they Ithink we’re going to be
and understanding set-ups,” said atthe start of the campaign, won made some mistakesin the first particularly four-time got closer-in 2018, I think alot closer than last year.
Wolff. “The hypersoftisjustan threeraces andfinished third in race with the set-up of the car,” champion Sebastian itstarts this close and then “I’11 do some homework.
additional bigstepin gripfrom thedrivers’standings. He was hesaid. “Ifeel we understand Vettel, the Briton says it’s going to overlap, and Atthesametime,Idon’t
theultrasoft. It willbeaqualifying  alsocrucial to Mercedeslifting the package better at this point. that Red Bull is lurking. separate, and overlap really spend too much time
tyre, and we felt that we would the constructors’ title. We will find out very soon.” “Ithinkit’s goingtobe during the year as people [on it], because in Melbourne

Max and Daniel maybe -

are developing.

Iguess we’ll find out.”



F1 ROUND-UP

ChangedToro

Toro Rosso boss Franz Tost says
thereis “a big difference” between
his team’s newfound status as
Honda’s Formula 1 partner and its
previous relationships with engine
suppliers. The outfit has used
Cosworth, Ferrari and Renault
engines in the past but Tost says
the changes with Honda began
with the design of the car. “In the
past, we just got a power unitand
suppliers said: ‘Look, this is the
power unit, with the pipes, with all
the aggregates, just putitintoyour
car)” he said. “Now our designers
are sitting together with the Honda
engineers, they think ‘OK, how can
we create the oil tank; in front of
the engine, how to putitin a best
possible way into the chassis.”

No bankrolling

Renault will not just fund its Formula 1
team until it matches Mercedes, Ferrari
and Red Bullbecause their resources
arein “anotherleague’, says chief
technical officer Bob Bell. Since
purchasing Lotus atthe end of 2015,
Renault has been onan aggressive
recruitment drive and invested heavily
inupgrading the F1 team’s factory. “Our
teamis being managed from the very
topinavery sensible way,” said Bell.
“We were sixth in the championship last
yearand we need to get into the position
to comfortably maintain fourth place
inthe future. Until we can do that, and
demonstrate to Renault that we're
capable of achieving that, they are

not going to start writing cheques for
alotmore people orresources.”

Alonso nearly quit
McLaren driver Fernando Alonso
considered quitting Formula 1
atthe end 0f 2017 to pursue his
dream of winning motorsport’s
unofficial triple crown. “Yes, I did
think about the possibility of
changing series and stopping
Formula 1,” he told MN’s sister
title F1 Racing.“But|feltitwas
notthe time for me to step out.

I knew I would regretit for the rest
of my life and that | would have
this bad taste for the rest of my
racing career. So definitely |
stillwantto succeed. Thereiis
unfinished business for me and
McLarentogether.”

Don’t poke the bear
Mercedes boss Toto Wolff has warned
Formula 1's chiefs against ‘provoking’
Sergio Marchionne, because thereis a
real danger of him pulling Ferrari out of
F1. Ferrari chairman Marchionne has
warned several times that if future F1
rules do not suit his business he will
shut down his grand prixteam. “Don't
provoke Sergio Marchionne,” said
Wolff, when asked about Ferrari's
threats to quit F1. “Ithink that F1 needs
Ferrarimore than Ferrarineeds F1. And
he has an understanding and a vision of
whatthe DNAin F1 needs to represent
for Ferrari, and he is ano-nonsense guy.
So, you better not mess with him.”
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Vettel has “confidence” [===== _ " ) Ferrari appeared to have

poor long-run test pace

By MattBeer entirely on the medium Pirelli tyre “Thishasanimpactonthestrategies “We, too, did agood jobin terms

means their performances might and ultimately on theresult.” of mileage, totalling some 4323km

Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel believes not berepresentative. Heinsisted Ferrarihadhada [2686 miles] of running.
Mercedes and Red Bull’s strong Ferraridominated the top end of the strong pre-season and would head “Ihaveapersonal best of 1881lapsin
long-run pace in winter Formula 1 timing charts at Barcelona with times tothe Australian Grand Prixinasa oneday, which is 875km [543 miles] and
testing could prove to be deceptive. setonshorterrunswith Pirelli’s softer good ashapeasitsmainrivals. atotal of nearly 3000km [1865 miles].

Analysis of the testingtimes compounds, while there were hints “We’re starting from a good base “Wedid not experience any majorissues
suggested Mercedes had aclear that Mercedes was struggling with withour SF71H car,” Vettel added. withthe car,andI had fundrivingit.
edge onrace pace at Barcelona, with tyretemperature on the softer types. “Now we’ll have to work on “Ican’t waittobein Australia,
Ferrari potentially falling behind “Our competitors—Mercedes and development to further explore because once we get on track there,
Red Bull having been the champion RedBull-used onetypeof tyrefortheir =~ andimproveits potential. we willall bedrivingand racing
team’smainrivalin 2017. race distance simulations, whichis “Thavealot of confidencein under the same conditions.

But Vettel says thefact Mercedes somethingyoucan’tdoinagrand our team, I know how skilled and “And, asIsaid before, Thave
and Red Bull did race simulations prix,” said Vettel. committed the guysin Maranelloare. confidenceinourcar.”

F1 cars could he a second per lap faster around Silverstone this year following major resurfacing work

F1lap times at Silverstone could be up of the MotoGP category, but had had the chance, and we have gone for and it will offer more grip in the wet
toone second faster in 2018 according gone even further than was required the best surface we can. as well. Itis an exciting development
totrack bosses after the entire 3.1-mile  torevamp the venue. “Some of the bumps have been for Silverstone.
venue was resurfaced over the winter. “When we looked atit, theasphaltat  removed too, and we arelooking at “F1teams spend millions of pounds
Silverstone managing director Silverstone hadn’t been re-laid since alap time gain of about one second looking for a one-second-per lap
Stuart Pringle explained that the 1996,” said Pringle. “The surface was perlapforanF1 car. All the categories  improvement, but we have been able
circuit had toundertake work to looking a bit patchwork, sowedecided that compete on the GP track will be to deliver one with the work that we
placate Dorna, the promotor toresurface the whole thing while we able to circulate at lap record pace - have done in February.”

Ocon aware that he needs to show his ahility to his Mercedes hosses this year
Mercedes protege Esteban Ocon says resign with Mercedes beyond the “Afterlearningalotlast year
heisaware he needs to “confirm” his current campaign, the other seat everybody is waitingfor me to confirm
ability to his bosses in his second full with the German manufactureris this year, whichis quite normal.It’s
Formula 1 season with Force India. up for grabs. what my bosses arelooking at.

Ocon made his grand prix debutin Aswell as current incumbent Valtteri “My career’s managed by Mercedes
the middle of the 2016 season with Bottas, Ocon needs to establish himself somy bosses set me some targets for
Manor, then stepped up to Mercedes’ above Mercedesreserve drivers Pascal thisyearandI'havetorespect them.
lead customer team Force India for Wehrlein and George Russell. “Ifeellikeif Idoastrongjobherethere
an impressive maiden full campaign “I'thinkitis one of the most will always be plenty of opportunities, but
in2017. important years of my career,” atthe moment I'm fully focused on Force Ocon: Important year ahead

Though Lewis Hamilton isexpectedto ~ Ocon told Autosport. Indiaand that’stheimportantthing.”
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‘Is McLaren in

the mire again?’

F1 season preview,

p22

VERGNE HOLDS OFF DI GRASSI
T0 WIN INURUGUAY.

Vergne was able to keep di
Grassi at bay in close race

Formula E pointsleader Jean-Eric
Vergne keptreigning champion Lucas
di Grassiatbay for all 371aps of the
Punta del Esteround last weekend
after di Grassi was controversially
excluded from pole position.

Of the five drivers who contended
the Uruguayan superpole segment —
di Grassi, Vergne, Mitch Evans, Oliver
Turvey and Alex Lynn-all but Vergne

had their times struck off after striking
abollard markingthe track limitsat
the Turn 14/15chicane. Evans was then
consigned toa 16th place start owingto
aweight-balanceirregularity caused
by abattery change.

Di Grassi started from second on the
grid, and when Vergne made the better
startthe order was set for the first half
of therace. Di Grassi shadowed him

throughout until the mid-race car

cartoday but this track isimpossible

L aenn

Audi d:rivr keptsecond
Di Grassi fined for

wrong underwear

Itwasn’tjustin Puntadel
Este qualifying that Lucas
di Grassi was penalised, he
was alsofined for wearing
non-compliant fireproof
underwear duringthe
Uruguayanrace.

The Audidriver was fined
€10,000[£8,800] and given
three penalty points but
was able tokeep his second-
placefinish.

“It wasamistake on my
part,” di Grassiadmitted.
“Itshould never happen—it
wasnot somethingthatI’'m
used tousing.

“Itwasadecisionthat
made today because of the
extreme heatandIran out
of underwear, and Ididn’t
wanttouseawetone—so
Tjustputanew one[on].

“Wedid all the safety that
wasrequired with the
seatbelts, with the pitstops

changes, but their pitstops were equally
quick and the pairleftin the order
theyarrived. Di Grassimadealungeat
the penultimate corner on their out-lap
but couldn’t makeitstick,and remained
almost within touching distance until
theflag.

“I’had my pole position taken away very
unfairly,” fumed di Grassi. “Wehad a fast

toovertakeon,and Jean-Ericmade
nomistakes.”

Sam Bird fought back from whathe
described asa “woeful” qualifyinglap
and aninth-place start to claim the final
podium position, leapfrogging team-mate
Lynnin the pits. Turvey went the other
way; having started fourth, he dropped
toseventh duringthe car-swap phase.

—everythingthatisactually
really important for safety
wasdone.
“AndIdidn’tthink this
underwearissue would be
any problem. But of course
ImustbeawarethatI
should wear compliant
[kit]duringarace.”

ESM Nissan squad wins clese Sebring 12 Hours contest

The Extreme Speed Motorsports Nissan
squad claimed victoryin a close-fought
Sebring 12 Hours, as highest-placed Brit
Harry Tincknell suffered late trouble.
The #22 ESM Onroak-Nissan DPi driven
by Pipo Derani, Nicolas Lapierre and
Johannes van Overbeek completed a
12-second victory in the second round of
the 2018 IMSA SportsCar Championship.
Derani was at the front of the safety car
queue when therace went green with
justover anhourtorun.
Afterademonrestart, he wasable to pull
aclear gap over Felipe Nasrin the #31
Action Express Racing Cadillac DPi-V.R.

Brazilian Derani was six seconds up on
Tincknellin the best of the Joest Racing
Mazda RT24-P Daytona Prototype
internationals goinginto the final round
of pitstops with 40 minutesleft torun.

Heemerged from the halts witha
nine-second lead over the Wayne Taylor
Racing Cadillac driven by Renger van
der Zande and was able to control the
gaptothechequeredflag.

The Mazda, which Tincknell shared
with Jonathan Bomarito and Spencer
Pigot, failed torestartatitsfinal stop
andneeded apush to get going, dropping
the car to sixth position.

OUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEW, UND-

Al Foyt was unable to actas
grand marshal for the Sebring
12 Hours last weekend after

he suffered a second attack
from killer bees. Foyt, 83, was
previously stung more than 200
times in the head in 2005 — with
both attacks caused by him
disturbing beehives while using
his bulldozer. Foyt is expected to
make a full recovery but said “I
look like | had a fight with Mike
Tyson and lost”... McLaren junior
Nyck de Vries will contest the

World Endurance Championship

: superseason with the Racing Team

¢ Netherlands LMP2 squad ina Dallara
: P217 once Jan Lammers steps back

¢ from driving following the Le Mans

: 24Hours... Reigning NASCAR

: Cup champion Martin Truex

: Jrclaimed his first win of the

: season at Fontana last weekend,
: afterleading 125 of the 200 laps.

: Hedid lose the lead for a spell

: after a slow pitstop but was able
: to pass Kyle Busch with 32 laps

: remaining to win by an eventual

! 11seconds from Kyle Larson

: and Busch...

Foyt

was under attack from bees...again

Giovanardi will race Giulietta

Double BTCC champion Giovanardi to return to action in an Alfa Romeo in World Touring Car Cup this year

Two-time British Touring Car

champion Fabrizio Giovanardi

will race in the World Touring Car

Cup this year in an Alfa Romeo.
The51-year-old Italian, who last

raced in the BTCCin 2014, has starred

in Alfa machinery before, taking

three European titlesin a 156.
Giovanardi, who took the BTCC
crown in 2007 and ’08, will now
race a Giuliettain WTCR with
the Team Mulsanne squad.

“Iwish tothank everybody at Romeo
Ferraris [who built the Giulietta] who

have made possible the 2018 season,”
hesaid. “Thad the pleasure of driving
the car very recently, and I was
very impressed.

“For me, it will be a comeback on
the world stage after afew years
out of racing, but my passion and

hunger for victory areintact. At Monza
[when he tested the car earlier this
month],Thad the chancetostarta
journey that hopefully will bringa

lot of satisfaction for those involved

in the Alfa Romeo Giulietta TCR by
Romeo Ferraris project.”
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TCR signings

Total Control Racing has made three
further signings for Ginetta Junior this
year after adding a trio of rookies to

its line up. Karting graduates Abbi
Pulling, who won three British titles

in 2017, Ethan Hawkey and Daniel Gale
will join Ruben Del Sarte and Patrick
Kibble as the team returns to the series
afterayearout.

Boardley moves

Ginetta GT4 Supercup regular Carl Boardley
has switched to Team Hard for this season.
The 42-year-old former National Hot Rod
racer finished eighth in the GT4 standings
last year with the Xentek Motorsport outfit,
but was third in 2016.

BRDC SuperStars

McLaren Autosport BRDC Award winner
Dan Ticktum heads the list of drivers that
have been selected to join the BRDC’s
SuperStars programme for this year. Also
joining are British Formula 3 champion
Enaam Ahmed, British F4 title-winner
Jamie Caroline, Porsche Carrera Cup GB
champion Charlie Eastwood and Asian
Le Mans Series winner Harrison Newey.

Karters chosen

The Motor Sports Association has selected
the two karters to represent the UK at the CIK-
FIA Karting Academy Trophy. Josh Rattican
and William Orton, both 13, will seek to emulate
Callum Bradshaw who won the title in 2016.

Charity selected

The Wessex Multiple Sclerosis Therapy
Centre has been selected to be a charity
partner with Castle Combe this year. The
centre offers therapies for sufferers, as
well as working with their families and
carers. The charity will support the six
Action Days that take place at the
circuitthroughout the year.

Virtual GT

This year's virtual British GT Championship will
feature cross-platform play for the first time,
allowing PC racers to go up against Xbox
users. The series, which is run by The Online
Racing Association and fully licensed by

GT organiser SRO, will run on the Forza
Motorsport 7 game. The season runs over

10 rounds, with British GT tracks such as
Silverstone, Brands Hatch GP and Spa on the
calendar. Race formats differ between one-
hour endurance and 30-minute sprint events.

Z50MConTV

The 750 Motor Club will be televised
on Motorsport.tv as well as the recent
Amazon addition Motor Trend on
Demand in 2018. The Brands Hatch,
Rockingham, Silverstone International
and Snetterton 300 meetings will be
broadcast, meaning each categoryin
the club will receive atleastone TV
appearance. In addition, each formula
will receive its own individual
production-quality highlights edits on
the club’s Web TV page, as well as on
its YouTube and Vimeo channels.

Tibbs to make return
Former Clio 182 frontrunner Andy Tibbs will
return to the single-make seriesin 2018. The
Norfolk man won three races at Croft and
Snetterton during his last full-season assault
on the championshipin 2015. “l just missed it,”
said Tibbs, who expects to continue racing at
the head of the field. “l had a trackday in the
middle of last year, took some people round,
andyoujust get the bugagain. I'msure I'llbe in
the top five, that's where | was before.”

Busy Rose

Kristian Rose, son of Fun Cup boss Paul,
made his CNC Heads Sports/Saloons
debut at Oulton Park lastweekend in a
Honda Integra. Rose Jr had driven the car
from home in Milton Keynes, raced it on
his road tyres and won his class before
driving home again. If father Paul hadn’t
played his double points joker, they
would have been joint points leaders.

Photos: Carl Faux, LAT, Jakob Ebrey
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UTTON TRIES OUT HOLDEN
AUSTRALIAN SUPERCAR .

BTCC champion took part in driver evaluation day at Winton last week

By MattJames

Reigning British Touring
Carchampion Ash Sutton
took partin adriver
evaluation day forthe
Walkinshaw Andretti
United Australian
Supercarteam at Winton
Motor Raceway last week.
The 24-year-old was offered
the drive by the team
and drove one of its 650bhp
Holden ZB Commodore
machines which are
usedregularlyinthe
championship by James
Courtney and Scott Pye.
Italsomeant Sutton was
reunited with the team’s
engineer Carl Faux. Faux
used tobe the technical
director of Team BMR,
whichran Suttontothe
UKtitlein2017,and he
alsodesigned the BTCC

Subaru Levorgmachines.

“Itwasachanceforme
totrythecarandsee what
Supercarsisallabout,” said
Sutton. “The car was a total
monster—areal eye-opener.
EvenwhenIwasleavingthe
pits, itfelt bloody fast, half
throttleand allI seemed
todoiskeeponpulling
anothergear...”

Sutton took partinafull
day’srunningashegotto
grips with the caron the
1.86-mile circuit.

“Supercarshavealocked
rear differential, and
thatmeansthey arevery
different from whatI have
driven before,” explained
Sutton. “Itrequires a slightly
differentapproachin my
footwork techniques asthe
shiftin balanceis more
towards understeer, but
dialling myself into this

didn’ttake toolongand once
Thadfound the sweetspotI
love the way the car rotated.

“Ithink it took me about 10
lapstogetthehangofitand
thenIwasreally ableto get
intoarhythm. Theyare
suchimpressive carsandI
couldn’thelp but have a big
grin onmy face throughout
my time behind the wheel.”

Sutton said he would keep
intouch with theteam and
was planningareturn visit
laterin the season.

“Ireally enjoyed being
around theteamandIam
planningto go overand
watch one of therounds,”
hesaid. “Iwillgoattheend
of the season-maybe the
final round at Newcastle
attheend of November. It
isachampionship I'will
certainly be keepingavery
closeeyeoninthefuture.”

Butcher secures AmD MG6 BTCC drive

Scot Rory Butcher will take
partin his first full season
in the British Touring Car
Championship this year
after signing to drive one
of the AmDTuning.com
MG6 machines.

The 31-year-old, the
brother-in-law of three-time
champion Gordon Shedden,
drove the Motorbase
Performance Ford Focus
for apart-seasonin 2017
as areplacement for the
injured Luke Davenport.

He scored two top-10 finishes
at Knockhill.

He will now line up in one
of Shaun Hollamby’s cars
alongside Tom Boardman.
AmDTuning.com will also
run a pair of Audi S3s for
Sam Smelt and Ollie Jackson.

Butcher said: “My move

into the BTCC last season
was all abitlast minute and
Iwasthrowninatthe deep
end for my debut on home
soil at Knockhill, soI was
determined to try and geta
place on the grid this year to
build on what Ilearned from
the final four rounds of 2017
and to start building along-
term BTCC career.

“In January, it looked like
it wasn’t going to be possible
but then I spoke to Shaun
about the MG and we’ve been
able to pull together adeal.”

Team boss Hollamby
said: “We want to challenge
towards the front, and I fully
expect Rory to be in the mix
towards the top of the Jack
Sears Trophy standings [for
drivers who have yet to take
anoverall podium].”

Fiesta convert Edwards joins Pattison and McCarthy in Clios

Three moredrivers have
been confirmed for the
Renault UK Clio Cup with
Jack McCarthy and Lee
Pattison contestinganother
season and Nathan Edwards
makinghis debut.
McCarthy starred during
hisrookie campaign with
Team Pyrolast year and took
two podiums. He will remain
with the Pyrosquad, while
2010 runner-up Pattison

will again compete with
WDE Motorsport.

Edwardshasbeenaregular

in Fiestas—finishing fourth
inthe standingsin 2016—and
will contest the firstround
with WDE, but doesn’t have
the budget for the full season
and sowillreturn laterin
theyear.

WDE team boss Wayne

Eason said: “Budget will
decide when he comes back,

it willlikely either be just
before or after the summer
break. It’sarealshame[he
can’tdothefull season]as
he’salready proved heisa
very capable driver. We’re
over themoon tohave him
aspartof theteam.

“I'mdelighted tohave Lee
back and with him and Paul
Rivett we’ve got tworeally
good drivers that thelikes
of Nathan canfeed off.”

Edwards starred during the media day Clio test at Silverstone

Fiesta Junior runner-up Reeve will race with Specialized

Reeve joins small grid for Clio Cup Junior opener at Silverstone

Fiesta Junior Championship
runner-up Nick Reeve will
switch to Renault UK Clio
Cup Junior this year.

He will remain with
Specialized Motorsport,
which also makes its debut
in the category.

Reeve, who won six Fiesta
races last year, had considered
graduating to asenior
category but would have been
forced to miss the start of the

season as he will not be 16 until
the end of April. He is now
targeting a step into the Clio
Cupin2019.

“My aimis to go for the title
because you’ve got a massive
prize-free entry into the
senior championship [worth
£18,000],” said Reeve. “The
car is absolutely amazing,
everything feels morelikea
race car. You can brake later
[and] the front end works so

Sutton tried Holden

well because of the diff. The
car is so much fun, especially
because flappy paddles makes
gearchanging alot easier.”
Reeveis part of a very small
entry for the first round of
Clio Junior at Silverstone
this weekend. As MN went
to press, Louis Doyle, Lorcan
Hanafin, Jack Young, Gus
Burton and Jamie-Lea Hawley
were the only other drivers
tobe confirmed.




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

‘Minshaw/Keen starred
in the Moss Trophy’

Goodwood report, p20

Racelogicboss Julian Thomasis

planningtojoin the Super Touring

series this summer, having

acquired a560bhp Rouse Sport

Group A Ford Sierra RS500.
Thomaspurchased the

. car-originally driven by Guy

Edwardsand Andy Rouse in

period—-from dealer Duncan

Hamilton, still in Kaliber livery.
“I'worked with Andy Rouse

on his Toyota Carinas [when the

turbocharged Sierras were
outlawed and the BTCC adopted
Super Touring’s two-litre
atmosphericengine regulations

forthe 1991 season],” said Thomas.

“Iboughtitas Edwards’,then
discoveredithad Rouserace

Guy’s Thruxton shunt-on
pole. Hefinished third behind
Robb Gravett and team-mate
TimHarvey.

“The carhasn’traced for
25years, althoughit’sdone
trackdaysand been upthe

history, whichis pretty cool. hill at Goodwood.
After Guy crashed Andy’s “Itneedsalot of work,
regular carin qualifyingat includinganewrollcage and

Silverstone in June, Andy put
thisone-rebuiltfollowing

safety equipment and refitting
the original gearbox, which

'EX-ROUSE SIERRA TORETURN |

Jeremy Welch will oversee.”

Theaimistoracethecar
forthefirsttimeatthe
Silverstone Classic, where
itmight haveasistercar.

“I'dlovetostartitatthe
Silverstone Classic,” said
Thomas. “I've been speaking
toSean McInerney, whois
preparinga 1990 Rouse RS500,
sohopefully there will be two
of them outtherein July.”
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“Goodwood’s
MM is a very
different animal”

=~
"

ndoubtedly, thisyear’s
Goodwood Members’

BT

Aim is to have car at
Silverstone Classic

Nicosia won at Knockhill in GTS5 last year

Bridgman to stand-in for
Rishover in LMP3 Cup opener

Former Porsche Carrera Cup GB champion
Tim Bridgman will join 360 Racing’s line-up
for the openinground of the LMP3 Cup at
Donington Park.

Bridgman will share Jason Rishover’s
Ligier JSP3 with ex-British Formula Ford
champion Jamie Spence because Rishover
planstotake partin the London Marathon
that weekend.

“We got together after Jason met a friend of
mineonholidayin Mauritius,” said Bridgman.
“It was suggested thatIsend him my CV, then
he called me, had a chat then we tested the car.

“Idid a couple of racesin Blancpain Asia
lastyear, after an enforced absence of longer
thanThad planned. Solam looking forward
toget back intoracingmore and when Jason
mentioned a possible ELMS outinglater
intheyearIwasin.”

Bridgman to drive Ligier for 360 Racing

Race winner Nicosia to contest full Ginetta GT5 season

Ginetta GT5 Challenge
race winner Geri Nicosia
will take partin a full
season of the series
this year after joining
Optimum Motorsport.
The 18-year-old
contested the two GT5
roundsthat were on the
British Touring Car
Championship’s support
bill last year with JHR
Developments and won
three of the four races.
Nicosia, the 2014 Fiesta

Junior champion and a
race winner in Ginetta
Juniorin’16, has now
struck alatedeal toracein
the series full-time and is
thelatest top name tojoin
the near-capacity grid.
“We had alot of options—
inmost of the TOCA
support categories and
British GT -but Optimum
Motorsport put the best
package together,” said
Nicosia, who also made
one-off appearancesin the

Toyota MR2 Championship
and Hyundai Coupe Cup
lastyearin abid to upgrade
hisracelicence. “We only
agreed it fairly late so
we haven’thad alot of
preparation time-Ihaven’t
tested the car yetatall.

“It will be difficult [to
win the title] but the team
should be good and they’ve
won it before. It will be the
most competitive field the
championship hashadin
thelastfew years.”

Moffatand Derek Palmer Jr will drive GiuliettaTCR carsin the new series this year

BTCC race winner Moffat to race Alfa Romeo in TCR UK

British Touring Carrace
winner Aiden Moffat will
compete in the inaugural
season of TCR UK alongside
his BTCC campaign.
Moffat will drive one of a
pair of AlfaRomeo
Giuliettasrun by DPE
Motorsportin theseries,
alongsideformer BTCC
driver Derek Palmer Jr.
Moffat, who won at
Donington Park last season
onhisway to 13thinthe
BTCC standings, will be

available to contest the full
seasonof TCRUK asithas
no clashes with hismain
programme for Laser Tools
Racing. Heand Palmer will
drive AlfaRomeo’s TCR car
developed by Italian specialists
Romeo Ferraris, examples of
which were taken torace
winsinternationally by
Dusan Borkovicand Davit
Kajaialast year.

DPE Motorsport team
principal Derek Palmer Sr,
who was alsoresponsible for

running the Save Our Paras
RacingInfiniti Q50sin the
BTCCin 2015, said: “Any
petrolheadloves AlfaRomeos
and itfulfilsa personal
ambition of mine toruntwo
of these fantastic cars.”
Elsewherein TCR UK,
Sean Walkinshaw Racing
has announced another
former BTCC driver, Howard
Fuller, will pilotits Honda
Civicin thenew series which
getsunderway at Silverstone
onMarch31/April 1.

Meeting was unusual.
The Arctic weather,
rendering trackside fans
frost-bitten and car parks
like quagmires, was a world apart from
what the Duke of Richmond would
have wanted. That the weather affected
early races on Sunday was, perhaps,
inevitable, as owners decided that
snow-covered run-off areas weren’t
forthem.

On-track, though, the racing was as
dramatic as ever, enjoyed by the hardy
stalwarts and, for a three-hour segment, a
huge audience on [TV4. But there are those
who feel that the Members' Meeting isn't quite
right: Group 1 saloons never raced there
in period, for example, and nor did the
spectacular Formula 5000 leviathans nor
the jaw-dropping Group 5 cars that
performed high-speed demonstrations.

But does it matter? After all, there is an
argument to say that the Revival is the meeting
at which you need to cater for only cars that
raced at the circuitin period, whereas the
Members' Meeting is a different animal: the
first major historic race meeting of the season
and catering for a different market. ‘Come and
watch a cracking day of historic racing, is the
message. If you want to see Goodwood as it
was before 1966, we'll see you in September.

Purists can argue about authenticity of cars
totheir heart’s content, although it is inevitable
with the ravages of time that some cars will be
like Trigger's broom, but ask yourself why you
watch motor racing? Is it for the authenticity
of cars or the excitement of the racing they
provide? | suspect, nay hope, itis the
latter. If not, enjoy your subscription to
Nerds’ Gazette.

Sunday'’s race programme was topped by
the Moss Trophy and a safety car-interrupted
Gerry Marshall Trophy Sprint race, in which
there was much to savour. Rob Huff's
handling of Richard Meins’ Jaguar E-type
was justawesome as he had the car at
some terrifying angles in his pursuit of
race winner Phil Keen, his bravery around
the outside at Woodcote underlining his
testicular enhancement.

And then there was Graham Scarborough’s
efforts in the Gerry Marshall Trophy later in the
day. Skid, as GDR Marshall dubbed him, was
in fine form as he battled with Ric Wood's
similar Ford Capri and the Great Man would
have been proud of his old mate as he saved
what seemed to be two impossible recoveries
around Woodcote and the chicane. That
Skid was excluded for an HTP-related
offence would have induced an expletive-
laden assessment from Gerry for sure!

The Members’ Meeting delivers action
aplenty from great cars hustled by masters
of theirart, and that, surely, is what we want
to see. If Sunday’s action didn't excite, you
have no soul.

Long may it continue.

> AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Goughraced with MillsinWalter Hayes

Clarke and Gough to
race in National FF1600

Teen historic racer and Clubmans
frontrunner James Clarke will
switch to single-seaters this year
with an attack on the British Racing
and Sports Car Club’s National
Formula Ford 1600 Championship.

Clarke, 17, won his classin the
British Automobile Racing Club
Clubmans Championship in 2018 in
aMallock, and finished second in
class in the Historic Sports Car
Club’s Historic Touring Car
Championshipin a Lotus Cortina.

Now Clarke will compete in the
Scottish and National FF1600
championships in a Mygale SJ08,
run by MCK Motorsport.

“In Clubmans and Historic Touring
CarsIwaslearningalotaboutdriving
different cars, but perhapsit [the
racing] wasn’t as close,” said Clarke.
“Although it was close at times, it was
more to do with different cars having
different strengths. In Formula Ford
it’shugely competitive.

“It’s such a different category to
what I’'m used to thatI haven’t set
any targets. I know to expect that
it’s going to be competitive.”

Onerival Clarke will face is 2014
National champion Stuart Gough,
who returns to the championship
with the Kevin Mills team, for the first
time since 2004. He was competitive
in the Walter Hayes Trophy with
thesame team last year.

“It’s what  know and what I love,”
said Gough of the National
championship, after competingin
Minis last year. “I know how good the
championshipis and it gives me the
opportunity to go up against some of
the more established names but also
some of the young drivers coming
through, I know I will be pushed.”

Gooding moves to
senior Fiesta series

Harry Goodingisaimingtoaddthe
British Racing & Sports Car Club’s
Fiesta Championship titletothe
Junior version he secured in 2016
after signing with Jamsport for
hismaiden senior campaign.

Gooding won the Fiesta Junior
Championship with the same
team and planned to contest the new
Renault UK Clio Cup Junior series
last year beforeits postponement.
Instead he combined a part-season
inthe Fiesta category with
contestingthe final three Clio
Junior weekends, scoringabest
result of second at Pembrey.

The 16-year-old will drive the
same Ford Fiesta ST that took him
tothejuniortitle, but fitted with
slick tyres.

“Thetargetistowinthe
championship,” said Gooding,
who will have tofitracing
commitments around sitting

AWE joins the
busy JCW grid

By Rob Ladbrook

British Touring Car
Championship racer Ant
Whorton-Eales will join
the Mini Challenge JCW
Championship this year
with the Jamsport team.

UK Clio Cup titlein 2016 before
graduating tothe BTCCtorace

the lesser-powered Cooper
Classtitle back in 2011.

For this year he will head-up
amulti-car JCW entry from
Jamsport, the squad which

Whorton-Eales won the Renault

an AmDTuning.com Audi S3 last
season. Healsohas a history with
the Mini Challenge, having won

ran himto the Clio titlein 2016.

“Iwas made an offer that was too
good to turn down by Jamsport,”
said Whorton-Eales. “Realistically,
inthe BTCC,Iwouldn’t have been
fighting for outright wins in 2018.
Iknow how it works and it would
have been tough, but in the Mini
ChallengeIthinkIcanberightin
the mix and be up there fighting
atthefrontagain hopefully.

“The JCWs are amazing cars
and not too far away froma
BTCCmachine. They are alittle
bit differentin the brakes andin
the speed, but thatisit.Itis very,
very close and I know that people
will think Tam there to be beaten
butIdon’tseeitthat way. It will

be tough but Tamreally excited
aboutthe challenge.”

Jamsportboss Jamie Going
added: “Ant’s one of those special
drivers that can simply jump
intoanythingandberightatthe
front—he could probably drive
awheelbarrow faster than
most people.

“He’s got to be a title contender
this year. He’s won in almost
everythinghe’sdone.”

Jamsport will also run
additional cars for Scottish
Mini ace Joe Tanner, reigning
Ford Fiesta Junior champion
Jack Davidson and series
returnee Calum King.
Additionalreporting by Matt James
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Large prize for Mini champ

This year’s Mini Challenge JCW champion
will win a fully funded season of endurance
racingin Japan worth over £100,000.

The prizeis being offered through anew
relationship between British Mini Challenge
promoter Total Track, Japanese firm Giomic
and Chinese organisation Great Drive Group.

Both Giomic and Great Drive Group have
ordered F56 JCW Challenge cars from Britain
tolaunch their own versions of the challenge.

Aspartof the partnership, the champions
of each of the British, Chinese and Japanese
series will be offered the chancetosharea
funded carin the Japanese Super Taikyu
endurance series for the full 2019 season.

Super Taikyu catersfor both GT and
touring car-style machinery, and the three
winners will share anew endurance-spec
Mini, whichisunder development at
British manufacturer Excelr8 Motorsport.

Mini Challenge UK promoter Antony Williams
said: “This has got to be one of the biggest prizes
in British motorsport, andit’sa great way to
kick off our relationship with the Far East.

“Motorsportin Asiaisrapidly developing
and the JCWs were always designed to be an
ideal springboard into touring cars. Having
the chancetoracein Japanforafull seasonis
anamazingopportunity. The British champion
will experience an entirely new racing culture
and be put on the perfect stage to try and build
acareerin Asian motorsportand beyond.”

Championwill race in Super Taikyu

A pair of Toyota GT86s join British GT4 grid for 2018

Macdonald has driven ex-GPRM machine at

Two Toyota GT86 GT4s will join
the British GT4 grid thisseason,
entered by Steller Motorsport.
Sennan Fielding—whofinished
second in British F4in 2016—
headlines one entry after
switchingfromracinga Ginetta
in VdV, and he’sjoined by
the youngest driver on this
year’s grid, ex-Ginetta Junior
racer Tom Canning, aged 16.
“It’sgreattoberacingback
on British soil,” said Fielding,
22.“ After gettinginvolved with
coachingdriversin sportscar

racinginrecent months, I'm sure
Icanadd somethingto the whole
efforthere too. It’salways good
to work with emergingtalents.”

Theother car will be shared
by apair of 17-year-olds. GT4
returnee Dean Macdonald, who
switchesfrom a McLaren after
finishing secondinlastyear’s
GT4standings, will be partnered
by single-seater convert Alex
Quinn. Thelatter took four wins
in British F4last year.

Steller has been working on
the carsince 2017 toprepareitfor

thisseason, with touring
car and sportscar engineer
Gary Blackham behind
the development.

“With the Toyotas now
reengineered and an array of
youngtalent we are eager to
getthe seasonstarted,” said
Blackham “I'mdelighted to
bringatwo-car effortfor the
full season. That will help
everyoneinvolved to carry the
programme forward and to be
real contendersat the sharp
end of afantastic GT4field.”

Miloudi will only race sporadically this season -
his GCSEs this summer.

“We’lljust take this year how it
comes and see whereitleavesus
attheend.Idon’treally wantto
move on without winning [the
championship] because it would feel
likeIhaven’treally completed it.”

Goodinghastested the car for two
days ahead of the season-opener at
Brands Hatch this weekend.

end of the season. “It would benice
todothefull championshipagain
but possibly next year I'll doit more
seriously again.I’'m goingto takeit
asitcomes.”

Histitlerival fromlast year, Adam
Macaulay, will also be absent from the
championship for similar reasons. He
hassold his UK-spec cartoseek outa
chassisin hishome country of Ireland.

Reigning Formula Vee champion Ben
Miloudi will not be defendinghis title
in2018for financial reasons.

The Scotsman isaimingto take part
inthe Brands Hatch meetingin April
and “possibly one otherlaterinthe
year” butnomore.

“I’'vemade the choice tosave some
money this year,” said Miloudi, who
hasnotruledoutsellinghiscaratthe

FormulaVee champion Miloudi will only contest selected racesin the seriesthisyear
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BRIAN
REDMAN

Racing veteran
Age: 81 Lives: Florida

He was celebrating
F5000 at Goodwood

“It's fantastic to see so many
Formula5000s at Goodwood

this weekend, including some fairly
rare ones. Formula5000 was a

big part of my career. Although

I'm recognised for sportscarracing,
mainly in Europe, for me those

four seasons in Formula 5000

with Jim Hall at Chaparral and

Carl Haas with Lola were my best
racing years.”

Heloved his time in F5000
“They were wonderful cars torace
and it was a fantastic time and the
crew at Chaparral was just four
people, including Franz Weis

who built the engines and tested
the carat Rattlesnake Raceway.
We had afantastic crew and Jim
Hallled from the front.”

Itallwentwrong

“By 1977 |was already 40 but
Ithought I'd got another six or
seven years of Formula 5000. But
they changed the rules and put all-
enveloping bodywork on the cars.
Thefirstrace of the yearwas at St
Jovitein Canadaand we made a
quarter of aninch change to the
front wing. It took off and came
down upside down and | broke my
neck, shoulder, sternum andribs.
The ambulance blew atyre on

the way to hospital and | was

"

declared dead!

Itwasalife-changer
“lwas living near Gargrave in
Yorkshire, livingina 17th century
house, I'd gotthe ex-Steve
McQueen Porsche 917 | paid
£9000 for and everything was
good. Suddenly life changed, asiit
can sometimes. | went to work for
Carl Haas in Chicago selling Lolas
and Hewland gearboxes. Within a
couple of months of starting,

the new IMSA rules came out
introducing the GTP category
and off we wentwithaLola.”

Heracedat Goodwood
in 1960

“lonly ever raced at Goodwood
once in my early days and that was
in 1960. | was living in Burnley and |
was making mop heads. I'd had my
firstrace at Rufforthin 1959 in my
Morris 1000 sales reps’ carwitha
supercharger.In 1960 | boughta
Miniand I drove it from Burnley to
Goodwood. That was an eight-
hourtrip andit rained. It then rained
in the five-lap handicap race and |
drove ithome in the rain. | gothome
at 0400hrs and was in at work four

"

hours later making mops!

Redman:a mop ma.ker

Two-wheel-drives are
back to the front

By Paul Lawrence

-

run allrallies with one seeded

The new Rally 2WD
conceptwillgetofftoa
flying start on Rally North
Wales on Saturday with

. 110two-wheel-drive cars
completing their stagesin
the morning ahead of the
four-wheel drive field.

R2WD was designed to

revitalise gravel rallying,
notably for the groups most
impacted by the move to

block of entries.

Theinitiative has worked
well and Rally North Wales
had a capacity fully paid
entryinlessthan two weeks,
with 80 historicsincluding
18 Category 1 (pre-1968) cars.

In2017,the same eventran
with 88 startersandisthe
first UK gravel rally this
season torunonasecure
financial footing.

Clerk of the course Richard

Hinton from Wolverhampton
and South Staffs Car Club
said: “We are delighted to
be working with the guys
behind Rally 2WD.
“Rallyingin 2017 was
depressed with low interest
from competitorsand
challengingfinancial times
for rally organisers. Having
been involved in event
organisation for over 20 years
we have been amazed at the
response from competitors.”

‘Milner should set
North Wales pace ’

BHRC2 will Kick off, below

Simon Wallis, from R2WD,
added: “Theresponse to
Rally North Wales has been
incredible. To have a full and
fully paid entry in two weeks
isunheard of for an event of
thistypeinthe currentera.

“We applaud the organisers
for having the foresight to
make major changesand 2
wenow expect a similar
response to the Red Kite Stages
on June 24, which will also
run the R2ZWD format.”
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Volvo ran at Goodwood

Ex-works Volve breaks cover for Gerry Marshall Trophy outing

Arare Volvo 242 Turbonotraced for
morethan 30 yearsjoined the Gerry
Marshall Trophy grid at Goodwood
inthe hands of new owner Phil
Perryman and John Young.
Racedin Francein 1981,
Perrymansaysithadnotrun

since 1982 and he has spent the
last 12monthsrebuildingitfor
Goodwood and, he hopes, the
Historic Touring Car Challenge.
“The French Production series
was called Group 1Band the car
wasracedin 1982 and then went

intostorage,” hesaid. “Itisthe
first Volvo torunin the Gerry
Marshall Trophy. But we're still
learningit.”

After qualifyingmidfield, they
retired from the two-driverrace
with new-car teethingissues.

Daytona trihute at Silverstone Classic | Spaggiari tries
The Silverstone Classic will eveningspectacle, rare I.otus F3
pay tribute to the Daytona replacingthe previous The one-off Lotus 41X
24-hourracewitha ‘Daytona  Group Cfeature. Theevent Formula 3 car, developed
atDusk’featureonthe will alsomark the 50th andraced by John Miles
Saturday evening of the anniversary of the Ferrari in1968,raninthe UK
three-day historic festival 365 GTB/4Daytona. forthefirst time since
onJuly 20-22. The Endurance Legends thatdebut season when

Classic GT carsof race, makingitsdebutat Italian Enrico Spaggiari 1999. Spaggiari’s crew 50years,” said Spaggiari.
the 1960s, FIA Masters Silverstone, willwrapupthe | qualified at Goodwood. haverestoreditoverthe “Itwasthefirst Lotus
Historic Sportscarsandthe evening with thesightand The one-litre F3 caris lastthree years, buthe with a wedge shape.
new Masters Endurance sound of GT and prototypes notthoughttohaveraced electednottostart When we found it,
Legends for prototypes racingintothedarkness since Monzain 1970 and Sunday’s snow-hitrace. there wasa 1600cc
and GT cars will deliver the untilaround 2100hrs. was foundin Tuscany in “IthasbeeninItaly for Lanciaengineinit.”

BTCC battler Tordoff plans more historic races in 2018 with his own Porsche 356
haveaclassicracecarof hisown  Goodwoodandit’sgreattobe

British Touring Car
Championshipracer Sam
Tordoff debuted his newly-
acquired Porsche 356in the
Moss Trophy race at Goodwood.

Tordoff,a Goodwood regularin

period touring cars, wanted to

and the 1954 car fitted well with
his family’s Porsche
motorsport
heritage.
“Welove
comingto

DREACTION TO SILVERSTONE’S NEW IlAI.I.YBRIISS CIRCUIT

herewith ourown car,” said

Tordoff, who shared

’ﬁ g\\ itwithhis racing

manager Tim
Sugdeninthe
two-driverrace.

ﬁ.-;

The pairfailed to finish therace.

Theformer Californian car
was owned by John Ruston and
raced occasionally by Gareth
Burnett. Tordoff now plansto
contestthe Pre’63 GT seriesand
the Le Mans Classic.
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Escort special

The Historic Sports Car Club has
received agood response toits
plans to celebrate 50 years of the
Ford Escort with two special one-
model races at Brands Hatchon
September 23. More than 25 cars
have been identified as ready to
race. Three cars are committed
from the Classic Competition
teamin Holland, including a
pair of RS1600s, while another
RS1600 is due from France.

Busy Glover

Historic single-seater racer Neil

Gilover will split his time between a
Formula1 Arrows A5 and his regular
Formula 5000 Chevron B37 this
season. Glover will also debut a freshly-
built Ford Mustang in Pre '66 Touring
Cars and plans to run the Simon
Hadfield-built car alongside the two
single-seaters wherever possible.

Cultra cancelled
The Cultra hiliclimb in Northern
Ireland, planned forJune 9, has
been cancelled. The annual
classic eventin the grounds

of the Ulster Folk and Transport
Museum has been losttoa
major organisational review of
museums in Northern Ireland.
However, itis hoped that it will
returnin2019.

Darbyshire kicks off
Intrepid Morgan three-wheeler racer
Sue Darbyshire opened her 2018
seasoninthe John Bolster Cuprace

at Goodwood. She twice raced the
1928 Morgan at the Goodwood
Revival about a decade ago. Her
season willinclude VSCC races and
another trip to the Isle of Man Classic
atthe end of April.

BRM fired up

The 1950 BRM V16 owned by the
National Motor Museum will be
fired up for the firsttime in May
following a complete engine
rebuild by Hall and Hall. The
necessary rebuild was funded
by charitable donations and
the engineis duetoroarinto
life during the Beaulieu Spring
Autojumble on May 19.The
complex BRM lastranin public
atthe 2014 Goodwood Revival.

Lenham for Guards
Former hillclimbers Jon Waggitt and
Peter Needham will share Waggitt's
Lenham sports-racing car in this year's
Guards Trophy. The Lotus twin-cam
powered car did notrun last year but
Waggitt hopes that they can trouble
the standard-setting Chevron B8s.
The Yorkshiremen previously shared
Mallocks in hillclimbing.

Party at Silverstone
Silverstone will honour its 70th
anniversary season during the
British Grand Prix (July 6-8) with
three parades featuring some of
the cars and drivers that have
starred since the first British
Grand Prix on October2,1948.
The parades will take place on
each day of the race weekend.

BHRC2 to begin
Saturday’s Rally North Wales will be
the first round of the new BHRC2,
which has been created to turnthe
spotlight on the Category 1 (pre-1968)
and upto 1600cc cars. Well over 20
carswilllineup anditis the class
1600cc Escort Mk1 of Adam Milner
and Roy Jarvis that will be expected

to setthe pace.
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Sweet Lamb will
swap to Saturday

Route reshuffle means full day in North Wales on Friday for WRC crews

ByDavid Evans

Motorsport News can confirm
October’s Wales Rally GB will
include action on closed public
roads and no competitive
mileage in England.
Thetimetable for Rally GB has
been significantly overhauled with
theinclusion of afullday’sactionin
North Wales for thefirst timein the
event’s history. Clocaenogand
theroads around Betws-y-Coed
will be used on the opening day
of the October 4-7 event, meaning
mid-Wales will shift fromits
traditional Friday slot to what’s
beenlabelled as ‘Super Saturday’.
Aswell as offeringfansmore
choice of where to watch and
lessening the chances of spectators
being turned away from full car
parks, Friday’sactionis within
easy reach of the millions wholive
around Manchester and Liverpool.
Andthere’sgood news for the
teams, too: after bemoaning thelack
of alunchtime service duringlast

year’sevent, Rally GB managing
director Ben Taylor has confirmed
the event will be back in Deeside
foramidday halt on Friday.

“Thisis something we’ve been
wantingtodoforsuchalongtime,”
said Taylor. “Usingthelegislation,
we have been able to build some real
length into some of the classic stages
up there; we're comingback to
serviceatlunchtime and we’re
deliveringa more compactroute.
Thisisawin-winforus.”

While Taylor wouldn’t be drawn on
specific stages, MNunderstands
Penmachno and Clocaenogare
the key testsinfor an overhaul
this season.

Abetterdeal forfansliesatthe
heartof the changes Taylor and his
team aremakingtoaroute which
will be sent to the FIA next month.

Headded: “Last year we had people
arrivingat some stages with a ticket,
only tobe turned away because the
car parks werefull. They asked the
marshalsone question: ‘Where canl
gothen? Wehadroominthe forests,

butthere wasn’tanywhere for the
carunless they droppeditonthe
side of the road and walked in.
Ithink people will forgive that sort
of thingfor one year but we’ve got
toshow that we’velearned fromit.
“We have moved mid-Wales to
Saturday for precisely that reason
and we'vemadeitareal day of
endurance;it’sadawn-to-dusk day
with 100-odd miles of competition
and fiveindividual stagelocations;
there’sareason weare callingit
‘Super Saturday’.
“We can’t build more car parks
inthe middle of Dyfi, but what
we can dois offer more viable
alternativesfor thefansinthat
region and that’s what we’ve done.”
Thefinal day will return the
crews to North Wales, but there
will be anew powerstage for this
season. Thereare completely
new stagelocationsin2018as
well as the departure of the only
English elements, includingthe
Cholmondeley testand regroup
in Chester.

Tayloradded: “Gettingover to
Cholmondeley sacrificed half a
day of therouteanditjust wasn’t
possible for this year. We’ve builta
real followingin Cheshireinthelast
couple of years and we’re absolutely
not turning our backs on thematall.
We’ll certainly investigate ways to
returntherein thefuture.”

Taylor denied the event waslosing
itsfamily appeal by droppingits
sole RallyFest stage.

“Don’tworry,” he said, “we’re
working on areal treat for families.
We can’t say anything yet, but if
our plans come to fruition I think
everybody will be really pleased.
And, don’t forget, we still have
the crowd-friendly Tir Prince
stage opening the event on
Thursday night.”

Taylor also confirmed changes
tothe WRGB National Rally,
with thatevent movingtoa
Friday-Saturday rather than
Saturday-Sunday formatinan
effort to bolster the competitive
distance to 85 miles this year.

Where Britain’s round
of the World Rally
Championshipis
concerned, it doesn’t
takealotto get MIN
excited. Which is why
we’re very excited
about what’s coming
in October.

Granted, it’s more
evolution than
revolution; the woods
of England’snorth
and Scotland’s south
remain untouched by
the wheels of the WRC,
but while we remain on
the Welsh side of Offa’s
Dyke, thisisabigdeal.

Newtown’s a great
place, but there are only
somany Fridays you can
spend standing outside
The Victoria Vaults on
Broad Street. Saturday
will be amuch better

day... Let’sbe honest,
theroute had started
to getabitstaleand
thisrefresh was just
aboutdue.

Any timeroute
co-ordinator Andrew
Kellitt’s given a freer
reign and abox to think
outside of, he comes
up with something
great. AK, Taylor and
clerk of the course Iain
Campbell have had
their heads together
on this onefor a while.
It’s going to be good.

David Evans
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‘The Border Counties

will not be replaced’

British counter counted out, p15

VOLKSWAGEN REVEALS OUTLINE OF NEW
ELECTRICPIKES PEAK RECORD CHASER

Volkswagen'’s new
I.D. R challenger
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GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS

“We have to
embrace the
electric future”

asis covered a Slade song a
fewyears ago. Rememberit?
Howdiditgo? lremember:
Cum On Feel the Noize...

On the balance of the feedback
I've had from last week’s column
I'd say you were, largely (completely) in favour of the
retention of internal combustion in our sport. The
news that M-Sport is already advancing ona car
with a very alternative power plant caused something
of an electric storm.

Iknow how you feel. | feel the same. And we're not
alone: | had emails from drivers — who shall remain
nameless —all lambasting such a step forward. How,
they questioned, could this last bastion of genuinely,
full-fat, high-octane motorsport even consider silent
progress through the stages?

| agreed. But common sense dictates disagreement.

We're out on alimb here. In wider motorsporting
circles, rallying is seen as a bit of a dinosaur. And

Volkswagen hasrevealed the
firstimages of its challenger
forthe Pikes Peak International
Hill Climbrecord.

The car will be known as
the I.D.R Pikes Peak after
the German firm’s.D.range
of electricroad cars, which
will berolled out from 2020.
The R denotesinput from
Volkswagen’s performance

Rrange. Reigning FIAR-GT
Cup champion and two-time
LeMans winner Romain
Dumas willdrive the
four-wheel-drive car, with
hissights setfirmly on New
Zealander Rhys Millen’s 2016
electric prototype hillclimb
record of 8m57.118s for
June’s12-milerace.
Volkswagen Motorsport

director Sven Smeets said the
time had cometoerasethe
German firm’s memory of its
last Pikes Peak entry, Jochi
Kleint’s twin-engined Golf
which came within a couple
of cornersof winning the 1987

event before suspension failure.

“Itisabouttime we settled the
score,” said Smeets. “Thel.D.R
Pikes Peak representsan

extremely exciting challenge
for us, toshow what is possible
withanelectricenginein
motorsport. The entire team
isbehind Romain, whoishighly
motivated tosetanew record
forelectriccars.”

Testingof the .D. R Pikes Peak
isexpected tocommencein the
coming weeks, with therace
runningin Colorado on June 24.

when | say abit,|mean alot. Much as|loved Jarmo
Mahonen's time as the FIA's rally director, it's
impossible not to see our current lack of progress
towards any kind of sustainable future as a part of
hislegacy. Jarmorides a Harley. A big one; a thirsty
one and avery noisy one. It's fair to say, his hand
probably wasn't the first in the air when it came
to Formula E-based fact-finding missions.

Times, I'm afraid, have to change. There's nothing
more certain than a pretty grim future for anything

Ingram is confident ahead of the ER

Ingram hullish after maiden Skoda Fahia RS outing

Britain’s ChrisIngram says
hisfirsttest of the Skoda
Fabia R5he will drivein
thisyear’s European Rally
Championship hasinspired
more confidence ahead of
this week’s Azores Rally.
Ingram drove the
Toksport-run carfor the
firsttime atthe end of last
week, admittinghe was
delighted with hisinitial
mileagein the Skoda.
“I'vespentsolongina
two-wheel-drive car, it’s just
fantastic tobefinally getting
achanceinanR5car,” said

Ingram, who completed two
days at Sweet Lamb with no
problems. “And thisR5is
absolutely awesome! Imade
ahellof alotof changesto
the set-up, which was quite
conservative tostart with.
There wastoomuch gripat
therear;inthe Azores you
need tobeabletorotate the
car easily, so we lost some of
that [rear grip]. We had good
conditions for the test—
nottoomuch mud, which
isidealforthe[volcanic]
Azoresisland.

“Now Ijust want to get out

thereand geton with the
eventtosee wherewe’re
atand what we can do.”
Ingram’sshotatthisyear’s
ERCtitlehasbeenmade
possible after he picked up
the €100,000 (£88,000) pot for
winninglast season’s ERC
Junior U27title.
Ingramdrives one of 35R5
carsinan Azoresentry of
60 crews. The Azores Rally
starts on Thursday (March
22)from Ponta Delgada and
finishes after 15stages and
128 competitive miles on
Saturday (March 24).

Ahlin ready to spark his European title fight

Former BRC frontrunner Fredrik
Ahlin startshis European Rally
Championship campaign atthe
Azores Rally this week —and does
soin confident mood aboard his
Skoda FabiaR5.

Ahlin, who finished fourth in
Elfyn Evans’ 2016 British Rally
Championship title-winning season,
said: “The Azores will be our first
gravel event of the year after our
events on the snow in Sweden, but
I’'mfeeling quite confident as gravel
ismy preferred surface. In previous
yearsIhave proved I wason par with

Elfyn Evans’ pace on gravel, solam
sure we can have a goodrally. Azores
isanew event forme, sowearejust
goingtogooutthereanddriveas
fastas we can and hopefully it'll be
enough foragoodresult.”
Carlisle-based firm CA1 Sport
runs Ahlin’s car and will prepare
asecond Fabia R5for Rhys Yates.
This week will be Yates’first
overseasround of the ERC and
hisfirst competitive outingin the
Fabia, although he did complete
close to 200 miles of testingin
Sweden earlier this season.

Fewest points win for Ladies crews

Regulation changes in

the European Rally

Championship mean ERC

Ladies’ Trophy crews

will be chasing the lowest

number of points possible.
In an effort to equalise

competition and “promote

gender equality” each

driver will be awarded

the same number in points

asthey appearinthe

classification for four- or

two-wheel-drive cars.

For example, if Britain’s

Catie Munnings guides her

Peugeot 208 R2 to third in

2WD then she takes three
points. If her Ladies’
Trophy rival Tamara
Molinarois fifthin 4WD,
she picks up five points.
The driver with the
lowest points tally
from her four scoring
rounds will take the title.
Munnings, whois also
fighting for the ERCU27
title, has spent time at
the same training centre
Sebastien Loeb uses ahead
of this week’s Azores Rally
—something she described
as a “real eye-opener”.

wholly reliant on burning fuel via internal combustion.
Painful asitis might be to admit, heads have to be
removed from the sand if we're to save rallying for
the next generation. Carry on as we are and, I'm
told by Guardian-waving folk like my mother, that
we'll be finished inside adecade.

Like it or not, she's right. So, well done M-Sport
for making great strides to a sustainable future for
oursport.

And not only that, well done for aiming at an
‘affordable’ four-wheel-drive car — something that
is most definitely missing from the British national
scene right now. Let’s stop kidding ourselves that
R5 cars —even the couple of years old cars —are
affordable. They're not. And with the R4 concept
knocking on the door of second-hand R5s price-
wise, that's wide of the mark as well. What we're
afteris something around £100,000. Will M-Sport
manage that? Time will tell. If it does, an electric motor
with a stack of torque driving all four wheels would be
entertaining from behind the wheel. Admittedly, you'd
still miss the crack of a perfectly timed upshift, but,
looking on the bright side there would be no more tell-
tale anti-lag delivering the news loud and clear thata
driver's right foot was anywhere but on the throttle. ..

Ifound myself discussing the currentissue with Jim
McRae at the back end of last week. The five-time
champion could see the problem, but unlike many
had areal insight into the answer. Remember the
other R4? The car Colin built? It came with a 2.5-litre
Millington Diamond motor, six-speed sequential
gearbox and mechanical diffs. Price? Jimmy
reckoned it would have been bang on the money.
“It would have been around £100,000,” he told
me, “and it would have made the driver do the work,
not the bloke on the bloody laptop.”

Amento that.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Milne: second
on Snowman

ByJack Benyon

Scottish rally driver Quintin
Milne has been banned
from competitionfor 10
years and fined £5000 for
being found in a forest with
unauthorised vehicle, a
motorbike, before last
year’s Grampian Rally.

Accordingtothe Motor
Sport Council National
Court’sfindings, Milne was
“unauthorised” tobe on
forestry commission land on
multiple occasions, including
before the Grampian.

The MSA blue book states
‘any competitionlicence holder
who permits the unauthorised
presence atany time of any
vehicle on aknown special
stage or Forestry Commission
land will be disqualified from
theeventitself and referred
tothe MSC National Court’.

“WasIexpectingabanora
punishment? Yes, of course

~ Iwas,” Milnetold MN. “The
~ 10-year thingis, in my opinion,

———
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QUINTIN MILNE: HUGE
FINE AND 10-YEAR BAN

Scot used amotorbike in forests

INTERNATIONAL BANS

and in many othersjudging
by social media, out of hand.
“People havehad abanfora
year or two for doing things that
canendanger people’slives.
“They told me they were
going tomake an example of
me. Out of principal, unless
the police tell meit’s wrong,
T'llride my bike in the forest.
You're allowed toroamin
Scotland but the Forestry
Commissiondon’tlikeit.
“The 10-year ban? You would
getless time for murder.
“Toappeal, I’d have to pay the
fine,and then I’d likely not get it
back. Outof principle, there’s
noway I'm paying thatfine.”
The National Court, which
isindependent of the Motor
Sports Association, hasalso
confirmed that the ban will
beinternational,and
therefore Milne willnotbe
able to compete in motorsport
for10years (seesidebar).
Milne had previously stated
hisintenttorally in Spain
andIreland.

Photos: Writtle Photographic, Rally Gallery, John Ffe

FIA law pertaining to Milne's ban
12.11.2 International suspension.
Any competitor or driver who is
suspended internationally shall
hand back their licence to their ASN
which shall not return it to them until
the period of international
suspension has expired.

12.12.1 A sentence of suspension
pronounced by an ASN shall apply
only within the territory of that ASN.
12.12.2 If, however, the ASN wishes
the sentence of a suspension
pronounced against any of its
licence holders (competitors,
drivers, officials, organisers, etc) to
be recognised internationally, it shall
notify its wish without delay to the
secretariat of the FIA and the latter
will inform all other ASNs. The
sentence of suspension shall be
noted by each ASN immediately,
and the consequent restriction

will thereby come into force.
12.12.3 The recognition of this
suspension by all ASNs will be
posted on the website fia.com
and/or in the FIA Official Motor
Sport Bulletin.

Iain Urquhart
1960-2018

Scottishrallyinghaslost
yetanother friendand
loyal supporter;Iain
‘Coogie’ Urquhart passed
away suddenly athome on
Saturday March 10.

A stalwart of Highland Car
Club, and former clerk of the
course for the Snowman Rally,
‘Coogie’ became more widely
known at events throughout
Scotland, and further afield
atrally events throughout
the UK asan MSA Steward
and morerecently an
MSA Safety Delegate.

Hestarted competing
innavigational ralliesand
autotests before abrief foray
intostagerallying, primarily
navigating for Iain McGilvray
inthe Weldex Rally Team
Peugeot 205, among others.

Hisexpertise was based not
juston Blue Book rules and
regulations but on practical

experience of the various
dutiesrequired of arally
marshal or official.

Hisreliance on humoureven
indifficult situations marked
himoutasapopularand very
effectiverally official when
carryingouthisduties.

Rallying’slossisnothinglike
thelosstohis wife Teriand his
girls, Louise and Hazel. Our
thoughtsare with them and
their wider family and friends
atthisterrible time.

John Fife

Last year’s Rallyday celebrated Colin McRae

McRAE AND BROOKES TEAM UP TO CELEBRATE BRC AT 2018 RALLYDAY

Two of the British Rally
Championship’s biggest
names-Jimmy McRaeand
Russell Brookes-will join
Rallyday’s 60th birthday BRC
celebrationsin September.
McRae and Brookes, who
won seven titles between them,
havesigned upaspartof the
September 22 event’s burgeoning
celebrations of Britain’s premier
rally series. Legendary Ford
team manager —not tomention
former MNrallies editor —

Stuart Turner will be at Castle
Combetojoin two drivers he

worked with through his career.

Inaddition tothe BRC theme,

Rallyday will alsocommemorate

the 20th anniversary of Roger
Clark’s death and 50 years of
the Ford Escort MKk1.

McRaesaid: “Ihaven’tbeen to

Rallyday for a couple of years,

soI’'mreally lookingforward to
goingback. It’'sa greatchanceto

meet folk from down the years
and havea good chat—I'm sure

we’llbe doingabitof that.Idon’t
know whatI'm goingto be
driving, butthere’stalk of a
Metro6R4 and a Ford Sierra
Cosworth.I’d be more than
happy with either of those!”
Rallyday organiser Tom Davis
said: “Jimmy, Russell and
Stuart were absolutely at the
forefront of the British Rally
Championship at such afantastic
period through the late Seventies
and Eighties. We’ve talked about
re-staging the battle of the BRC

andthenames McRaeand
Brookes always meant pretty
intense competition.
“Unfortunately, we can’t
putthem back in their Opel
Manta 400s to compete again,
but we can put them on our
stagetotalk aboutafabulous
periodinoursport’shistory.”
Fanshopingtoland areduced-
price ticket for Rallyday have
until the end of the month to save
money on entry for the event.
Visitrallyday.com for details.
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‘Win on Fiesta debut for

Kirkaldy at Anglesey’

MN Circuit Rally Championship, p18

‘BORDER COUNTIES RALLY
WON'T BE RESGHEDULED

Borders can’t
find a date

The Scottish and British Rally
Championships will both
bearoundshorterin 2018,
asthe Border Counties Rally
willnot run this year.
- Despiteanattemptto
. reschedule, theevent couldn’t
find a date that “suited all
championships,land owners
and key rally officials”.
“It’s certainly not a position
we wanted tobein, butthe
organisingteam willnow turn

itsthoughtsto2019anddecide
how and when to run a viable
event,” said clerk of the course
Clayton Lackenby.
“Amongotherideas, we are
exploring routes which may
allow a Rally 2WD format

and we will watch with interest

how other rallies progress

with this during the year.”
The Scottish championship

hasno provision for areserve

round initsregulations, so will

drop to six rounds. The British

championship alsolacksa
reserve event, because of the
work needed to organise an
event over 45 milesin length
and with arecce. “Toinsert

another event, we’d need to get

every competitor to sign up
and agreetoit whichisvery

unlikely,” said Iain Campbell,
BRC championship manager.
“We have been questioned as to

why we don’thave areserve

Mid Wales Stages will run in May with Welsh Championship

The Newtown-based Mid Wales

Stageshasbeen rescheduled to
May 27, having been cancelled
onMarch 4 duetoheavy snow
inthearea.

Anumber of events were
canned on the same weekend
including the Donington Rally,
Malcolm Wilson Stages and
the Bovington Stages. Mid
Wales hasnow found anew
homeatthe end of May.

“We were disappointed
tohave to postpone the event
originally but we truly had
no choice, we couldn’teven

said clerk of the course Wayne
Jones. “Ever since then we
have beenin talks with

our championships and

land owners and we are
delighted toannounce the

new date. We extend our
thanks for the championship
organisers for accommodating
usonthisissue.”

Theevent willremaina
round of the Welsh Rally
Championship, which heads
toRally North Wales which
hasbecome the second round
of the series by default thanks

the Mid Wales Stages.

Rally North Walesis
dominated by a new two-wheel-
driveformat where those cars
canrunfirstontheroad. Of the
four-wheel-drive contenders,
Tom Caveissettodebuta
SubaruImprezaand will bein
the fight for top all-wheel-drive
entry,as will Andy Daviesin
hisSubaruImpreza.

Osian Pryce, wholeadsthe
series after takingmaximum
pointsonthe Cambrianina
Mitsubishi Mirage, switchesto
carnumber oneinahistoric-

event. Butfor the BRC
we’relooking at increased
mileage, we’relookingata
reconnaissance.

“For a gravel event to take
onthatamount of work under
the stronglikelihood that it
will never be used, no
organisingteamis goingto
look at that. That’s why we
don’thave reserve event. So
we will be five events, six
countingrounds.”

getintothestagestousethem,” tothedelayed runningof

spec Ford Escort MK2.

Mid Wales last ran in 201 6

Photo: M & H Photograph

Desplte heavy snow, the BramleyTarga Rally went ahead
last weekend and was won by Dave Lobb and Antons
Kuzenko aboard theirVauxhall Corsa.The event, held at
Bramley Military Training Area, Hampshire, is open to
road rally or historic-spec road rally cars. Events like
this rununder a clubman permit mean a competition
licence isn’t necessary to take part.

MN championship finale has interest

Leading MN Circuit

Rally Championship title
protagonists have confirmed
theyintend to contest the new
season finale at Anglesey.

It will be asecond visittothe
Welsh circuit of the season,
chosen asthereserve event
forthe Donington Rally
which was cancelled due to
poor weather on March 4.

Seriesleader Chris West
will be present, as will fellow
frontrunner John Stone.

Thelatter may well
havebeen forced tomiss the
Donington visithad it gone
ahead after enginefailure
atthepreviousroundat
Snetterton, buthenow has
reason to be optimistic about
therescheduled finale.

“It’sarelief,” said Stone.
“We’ve got another chance.

I'vecometo Anglesey ever
sinceIstartedrallying, so
Ilikeitthere.”

Reigning champion Ian
Woodhouse also confirmed
his participation in the season
finalein Wales, although he
said he would have welcomed
achange of scenery for
thefield.

“Ithinkitshouldbeata
different track that we haven’t
racedatyet, butI'll be taking
part,” headded.

Lastyear’sLee Holland
Memorial Stages winner
Wil Owen retired from last
weekend’s meeting, but also
confirmed hisinterestto take
partinthe substituteround
athislocal circuit.

The season finale will take
place at Anglesey on Sunday
April 15.

motorsport-news.co.uk MARCH 21 2018 15

RALLYING IN IRELAND

VIAURICE
MALONE

“Tarmac series gettingf® -
back on track after
turbulent winter”

fter a lengthy few months,
it seems that the music
has finally stopped for
Dance to Tipperary’s

title sponsorship of

the Irish Tarmac Rally
Championship, at least the pause
button has been hit.

Just before West Cork, the ITRC organiser,
Tarmac Rally Organisers Association,
confirmed it had terminated its short-lived
deal with Dance to Tipperary, with the latter
retorting with a statement which said, among
other things, that the TROA view “did not
reflect an agreed position”. So it appears
that there may still be some issues to work
through and that this story isn't done.

Regular readers of Motorsport News may
recall my columnin the January 10 issue,
where concerns were raised regarding the
lack of TV coverage information forthcoming
from both the TROA and the sponsor.

It's since been revealed that the status quo
of the last few years will continue, with On The
Limit Sports providing programmes across
multiple terrestrial outlets at home, and
satellite channels as far afield as the Americas,
Australiaand New Zealand.

Indeed, it's been a difficult period for the
sport as a whole, with insurance issues almost
preventing the William Loughman Forestry
Rally from starting, and the Nenagh Stages
Rally suffering from a late struggle for entries.
Thankfully, both events went ahead, a credit to
the respective organisers and motor clubs.

Overall, the signs are that things are broadly
looking up for the ITRC. Frank O'Mahony has
been appointed as chairman of TROA, David
Gray choosing to bow out after seven years
atthe helm. Clonakilty Black Pudding and
Michelin are onboard as associate sponsors,
with Murray Motorsport involved in the Junior
series and Treaty Plant Hire supporting the
Modified section. Changes are also afoot
within Motorsport Ireland, with John Naylor
returning as president, and Alex Sinclair
stepping down as CEO.

However, another dominant win by Donagh
Kelly in West Cork once again highlights the
thorny issue of allowing World Rally Cars to
take part and win ITRC rounds, but not score
championship points. To the casual observer,
it's a little difficult to fathom how someone in a
WRC car could theoretically win every round
of the series, yet not be crowned champion at
the end of the season. Talk currently abounds
regarding the possibility of right-hand-drive
R5 cars being allowed to compete, which
could help in terms of pulling more
competitors into the championship’s top tier.

To be honest, the series needs it. It can't
always be looking backwards, but the intense
rivalries that existed in the past between
the likes of Bertie Fisher, Austin McHale and
Andrew Nesbitt et a/ are somewhat missing
inthe current era.

Perhaps additional competitors in the RS
class are what's needed to bring back the
buzz of years gone by.

) AGREE/DISAGREE?
&

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Sunday’s AGB0
Stages postponed

The Sunday running of
the modern element

of the AGBO Stages at
Weston Park had to be
postponed due to heavy
snowfall and ice.

The Shropshire venue
ran the historic event
on Saturday without
weather issues (see
report below),
but conditions
worsened overnight.

“The surrounding
roads were in aright
state,” said clerk of the
course Dan Lister. “The
parkitself had iced over

and then had about five
inches of snow on it
which mainly came
Wt . r ’ y down between 0200hrs
' and 0500hrs.

“Most of the marshals
and officials said they
couldn’t makeit.”

- " The modern section of
Norallying at Yorkshire venue as clubs look to resurface and upgrade for.2019 T
had attracted 75 crews.

The organisers are
working with officials

BV Jack Benyon Trackrod Motor Club (Lookout butinstead toinvest their time “Weare planningtorelaunch eventsatthe venue. “Weshare and the landowner in a
Stages), North Humberside Motor and effortsinto carryingout alltheeventsin 2019 with the the venue with the farm, TIRally bid toreschedule the
Threerallies scheduled to Club (John Overend Memorial further venue improvements Lookout Stages provisionally School and dragracing,” said event in the future.
run atthe Melbourne Airfield  StageRally)and Lindholme & duringthe course of the year. pencilled in for early April. We Turnbull. “There’salease about @ John Faulkner and
have been cancelled, as Slaithwaite Motor Clubs (Vale of “Considerableinvestmentin regretthenecessitytocancelthis  tobesignedforacommercial Peter Foy were taken
the clubs which organise York StageRally), read: “Thereis  termsof financesand timeis year’s Lookout, John Overend company tocome on and usethe to hospital after an
events there will look to extensive work beingundertaken beingputintothe venue by both Memorialand Valeof Yorkevents mainrunway for vehiclestesting accident on the AGBO
make improvements to atthe Melbourne Airfield site thelandowner and the motor particularly soclose tothefirst and that will be aone-mile strip. Historic Stages on
thevenue for2019. whichistakinglongerthan clubstosafeguard the venue eventbutfully intend toreturn “Thatmeans therally school Saturday March 17. MN
The Lookout Stages, John anticipated andis still ongoing. for future rally use and to offer to offer enhanced eventsin 2019. ismoved, thedragstripiseither understands Faulkner
Overend Memorial Stage Rally “Followinglengthy discussions  significantly betterand smoother Allentryfeesreceived for this disappearingor beingrelaid, so was released from
and the Vale of York Stages have with thelandowner, all four surfacestorally on. year’s Lookout Stages Rally it’salittledifficult because the hospital, but Foy was
all been cancelled for this year motor clubsinvolvedin “We would also acknowledge will be fully refunded.” new Tarmacneedstobelaid keptin overnight
duetoongoingresurfacingof the  organisingthethreestagerally theassistance of the governing Lookout Stages clerk of around now. That makesittough and underwent an
venue, which is primarily a pig events held at Melbourne have body, the MSA, both for past the course Andy Turnbull forusasitcould be while we operation. He was
farm,rally schoolanddragstrip. = madeajointdecisionnottorun and hopefully future funding confirmed that multiple factors were tryingtorun anevent so expected to leave
Ajointstatementfrom the any of these events during2018 for venueimprovements. have hindered the ability torun wedecided it wasn’tfeasible.” hospital on Monday as
MN went to press.

ROAD RALLY ROUND UP

Anightlong battle for the lead was
resolved with Carwyn Evans/Dylan John
Williams winning the Merfyn Hughes
Memorial Rali Llyn.

With the fastest crews dropping time at
10 controls through the maze of lanes on
the Llyn Peninsula, the winners and second
placed Kevin Kerr/Huw Rhys Manion were
separated by just four seconds at the Finish;
the lead having changed on a number of
occasions. Steven John Williams/Paul
Roberts completed the Ford Escort top
three but were over aminute behind the
leading pair of cars.

Fourth place went to Andy Davies/
Michael Gilbey, giving them maximum
Welsh Championship points for the second
event running, and the navigator a perfect
300-point score after three rounds of the
series. Their title campaign was helped by
the retirement, due to sheared wheel nuts,
of Mark ‘GT' Roberts/Dylan Jenkins.

Kevin Davies/Owain Davies would have
won the rally but were excluded after it was
found that they had added a signature to
their card for a secret check where they had
failed to stop.

Ian Mills
Results
Merfyn Hughes Memorial Rali Liyn
Organiser: Harlech & District Motor Club When: March 17/18
Where: North West Wales Championships: WAMC & ANWCC
Route: 110 miles Starters: 89.
1 Carwyn Evans/Dylan John Williams (Ford Escort) 17m26s;
2 Kevin Kerr/Huw Rhys Manion (Escort) +4s; 3 Steven John
Williams/ Paul Roberts (Escort); 4 Andy Davies/ Michael Gilbey
(Subaru Impreza); 5 lwan Rhys Jones/ Gareth Rhys Jones
(BMW 318Ti); 6 Gerallt Davies/Nia Hughes (Escort); 7 Gruffydd
Jones/Adam Jones (Vauxhall Nova); 8 Telor Pugh/Andrew
Edwards (SEAT Ibiza); 9 Mike Roberts/Dafydd Sion-Lloyd
(Escort); 10 Matt Barker/Jordan Dziadulewicz (Peugeot 206
GTi) Class winners: Rhys Jones/Rhys Jones; Jones/Jones;
Carwyn Llyr Griffith/Sera Glyn Roberts (Nissan Micra).

Gareth James and Steffan Evans were quickest at a muddy Weston Park

Cunningham was "=
top Mini driver :

James and Evans take narrow victory on the AGBO as Cunningham heads the Minis

AGBO Historic Stages

ByPeter Scherer

Organiser: Owen MC When: March 17 Where: Weston Park
Championships: Welsh Historic, HRCR Mini Cup, 0ld Stager, Stage
Masters Stages: 10 Starters: 53

Gareth James and Steffan Evans took
their Ford Escort to victory at Weston
Park after aday-long duel with Darren
Moon/Chris Sharpe-Simkiss’s
similarcar.

Initially there was nothingto split
Moon and the Ferrari 308 of Lee Jones/
Dan Boshier, leaving them tied for the
lead on both of thefirst two stages.

Jameshaderredatachicane onthe
opener, but after setting quickest time
on stage two, was soon up tofourth
place and chasing Dave Pritchard
and Emyr Hall’s Escort.

Butstage three and four were cancelled
after John Faulkner/Peter Foy’s sixth

placed Escortcrashed heavily —they
were taken to hospital (see story, above
right)—and the Jones Ferrari hitatree.
“Itwasabigoak tree, ouch, my first
bigcrash tooandIdon’t wantanother,”
said Jones.

James wasfastestagain on both stages
five and six, to take atwo-second lead
over Moon, while behind them Dave
Pritchard and Eryl Pritchard/Harold
Jones’ Escorts had settled in third
and fourth.

Moon fought back on stage seven to
regain thelead by a second, only for
Jamestotakeitback onthenext. But
with Moon halvingthe deficit on the
penultimate run, they started the finale
two seconds apart. “IThad taken eight
outof Gareth onthe cancelled stage,
but with thatlostIhad topushonthe
laststage and overshota hairpin, spun
and stalled after coming out of the

watersplash,” said Moon. James
therefore took the victory spoils by nine
seconds over Moon, with Dave Pritchard
afurther 35s downin third. Eryl
Pritchard retained fourth, with Ray
Cunningham/Jared Gill’s Mini Cooper
Sand Mike Simpson/Julie Lord’s Ford
Escort Mk1 completing the top six.

In the Mini Cup, Cunningham went
clear from stage two, havingtied on the
opener with Colin McDowell/Cameron
Rawson and Clive King/Anton Bird.

Butafter McDowell fell back, King
led the pursuit, but was 38s adrift
atthefinish, while Jim Brindle/Sam
Bould completed the class podium,
after demotingIan Clare/Anthony
Elkeson stagessix.

It wasa close call for Brindle however,
as Ryan Taylor/Hollie Churchill
finished strongly. After takingfourth
from John Cressey/Michael Anderson

onthe penultimate stage, they started
thelast two seconds down, but could
only match Brindle’s timeand had to
settle for fourth, with Cressey and
Clare completing the top six.

Inthe other classes Paul Steventon/
Michael Hughes’ Escorttook the Class B
spoils by over one-and-a-half minutes
from Paul Kendrick/Luke Green’s
Escortandin Class D Lee Sellars/

Geoff Moss were the only finishers

in their Triumph Mk2 Pi.

Results

1 Gareth James/Steffan Evans (Ford Escort Mk2) 26m16s; 2 Darren
Moon/ Chris Sharpe-Simkiss (Ford Escort Mk2) +9s; 3 David
Pritchard/ Emyr Hall (Ford Escort MK2); 4 Eryl Pritchard/ Harold
Jones (Ford Escort Mk2); 5 Ray Cunningham/Jared Gill (Austin Mini
Cooper S); 6 Mike Simpson/Julie Lord (Ford Escort Mk1); 7 Tony
Shields/ Graham Whitaker (Ford Escort Mk2); 8 Clive King/Anton
Bird (Austin Mini Cooper S); 9 Jim Brindle/Sam Bould (Mini
Clubmans); 10 Ryan Taylor/Hollie Churchill (Austin Mini Cooper S).
Class winners: Cunningham/Gill; Paul Steventon/ Michael Hughes
(Ford Escort Mk2); Lee Sellars/ Geoff Moss (Triumph Mk 2 Pi).
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ITRC WEST CORK REPORT

KELLY TAKES A FIFTH

Josh Moffett takes maximumirish-Tarmac; pumts\By Magm:e Malnne )

]osh Moffett kicked off ITRC season with maximum points

mida
biting wind
thatmade
Clonakilty feel
asifithad
beenrelocated
toinsidethe
Arctic Circle for the weekend,
acapacity entry took the start
ahead of the 14 classic tests laid
on by Cork Motor Club for the
openinground of the 2018 Irish
Tarmac Rally Championship.

Quickest out of the traps on Ring
were Donagh Kelly and Conor Foley
(Ford Focus WRC). They shot into
alead thatthey weretohold onto
for the duration of the eventand
an unprecedented fifth-straight
West Cork Rally win.

Onpaper,itlooked asif Declan
Boyle would be their only realistic
opposition, his Ford FiestaRS WRC
soundingsharper than ever after
victory on the previous weekend’s
Mayo Stages, beating Kelly and
othersintheprocess.

However, Boyle dropped time on the
first stage withasmallimpact that
caused steeringissues, and followed
that up with abigspin onthe second
passthatreally knocked the wind out
hissails. It was a Kelly benefit from
thereonin,asthe Donegal man
builds uptoafull-onassaulton his

homeinternational event in June,
avictory thathe would truly love
toachieve and hasescaped himin
acareer whichisn’tshortof big
achievementsincluding the 2015
ITRC itle.

With World Rally Cars barred from
fighting for the overall ITRC points,
itwasthebattle of the R5 carsthat
provided therealinterest over the
weekend. The Moffett brothers took
up where they left off in 2017—-where
theyhadatitanic duel on the season
ending Cork 20’ Rally, by engagingin
arally-longduel. Asinthe Cork 20’
the season started in the same way
thelasthadfinished, with Josh
Moffett prevailingin the end by
just9.3secondsto take second place
overall and the championshiplead
ahead of Sam Moffett.

Josh Moffett felt that he was driving
well within himself through
Saturday’sstages, butasticking
throttle on Sunday caused more than
afair share of moments, one of which
left his Fiesta slightly down on power
withasquashed exhaust. Despite
this, and flurries of snow that made
tyrechoiceareal headache, reigning
overall ITRC champion Sam was
keptbehind until the end.

The Ford Fiesta seemstobethe
mandatory choiceof carinthe R5
category atthe moment, with only

five-time ITRC champion Eugene
Donnelly’s much-vaunted debutin
the MRF Tyres-shod Hyundaii20
breaking up the M-Sport monopoly.
The ‘Genie’ was takingit relatively
steady on hisreturn toIrishrallying,
commenting thathe wasfindingit
difficult to get the compound choice
correct forthe coldroads,and
finished upninth overall.

Desi Henry was visibly pushing
inhisnew Fiesta all weekend —
having switched from a Skoda Fabia
—although brake problems on
Saturday morning dropped him some
time, and a spin on the penultimate
stage meant that he wound up behind
the similar car of Robert Barrable.
Despite this, Desi was delighted
withhis pace, whichincluded a
fastest time on one Sunday test.

Barrable won thiseventin 2011,
andareturntoaFiestafromani20
yielded fifth spot behind the struggling
Boyle, but stillahead of Henry.

Daniel Cronin -brother of reigning
British champion Keith -gained
confidencein his Fiesta with every
stage, takinga strong seventh overall
on whathisfifth eventin the car.
Fellow Fiestaman Stephen Wright
headed Donnelly toeighth place.

Jonny Greer made alate decision to
switch to a Fiesta after parts supply
issues with his Citroen, and found it

Photos: Martin Walsh
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i Five West Cork
¥ wins for Kelly

IrishTarmac Rally Championship, round 1/6, March 17/18

POS | DRIVER
Donagh Kelly/Conor Foley

| CAR
Ford Focus WRC

| TIME
1h52m53.8.s

Josh Moffett/Andy Hayes

Ford Fiesta RS

+1m45.8s

Sam Moffett/KarlAtkinson

Ford Fiesta RS

+1m55.1s

Declan Boyle/James O'Reilly

Ford FiestaRS WRC

+3m09.6s

Robert Barrable/Damien Connolly

Ford Fiesta RS

+3m19.3s

Desi Henry/Liam Moynihan

Ford Fiesta R6

+3m35.6s

Daniel Cronin/Shane Buckley

Ford Fiesta R5

+4m57.5s

Stephen Wright/Arthur Kierans

Ford Fiesta RS

+5m17.2s

Eugene Donnelly/Mark Kane

Hyundaii20 R5

+7m35.6s

10

Ford Fiesta RS

+8m39.9s

Jonny Greer/Kirsty Riddick

Class winners Callum Devine/Brian Hoy (Ford Fiesta R2T); William Mavitty/Brian Daniels (Mitsubishi Lancer ES); J Moffett/
Hayes; John Coyne/Stephen Joyce (Porsche 997 R-GT); Kelly/ Foley.

difficult to get used to the difference
infeelingbetween thetwo cars. A
puncture cost him over four minutes
on Sunday, the Carryduff man
electingtoimmediately stopand
changetheflatratherthanrisk
further damagingthe rented car.
Last year’s Billy Coleman Award
winner, Callum Devine, decided to
contest theeventasawarm-upforthe
Tour de Corsein the Junior World
Rally Championship which heis
contestingthis year,and putina
fabulousdrivein his Fiesta R2T
tocome home ahead of a host of
more powerful machineryinan
astounding 11th overall. The quick
stagesdidn’treally suit the power

deficit of thelittle one-litre Ford
Fiesta, but Callum enjoyed the
weekend nonetheless.
Onespotbehind Devininthe
overall order, Group N went to
William Mavitty and Brian Daniels
(Mitsubishi Lancer E9),aslocal man
David Guest suffered turboissues
andalateimpact with aditch that
smashed a window on his Lancer.
One of the best spectacles of
the weekend was 1982 Tarmac
champion John Coyne in his Tuthill
Porsche 911, the wide and low RGT-
class carlooking and sounding
spectacular on the West Cork
stages, as Coyne also prepares to
compete onthe Tour de Corse.

Kiernan’s Proton dehut yields a win in the West Cork National contest

The West Cork Rally always draws a
huge National entry, and this year’s
event had quality evident throughout
thefield as well as quantity.

The bignews before the start was
GaryKiernan’sdecisiontorenta
Millington-powered Proton Satria
Neo S2500 due to his usual Ford
Escort Mk2not beingready in time.

Kiernan will now have plenty to
think about after the weekend, as he
and Ryan Moore took the National
spoilsahead of John Dalton’s Darrian
T90 GTR. The Welshman held an early
lead on hisreturn to the Clonakilty
event, but suffered numerousissues on
Sunday includinga spin and intercom

problems that stymied his charge.

RobDuggan 2016 British Junior
Rally champion-was due tocompete
ina1.6-litre Escortuntil Andy Mahon’s
late withdrawal meant thata 2.5-litre
carbecame available. However,
Duggandidn’teven makeitasfaras
Ringvillage on Saturday morning
thankstoelectrical trouble.

Kevin Eves was another man to
haveafraughtrally: thereigning
Irish Tarmac Modified champion
experienced electrical issues on
Saturday which caused his Toyota
Corollato cut outon bumpy sections.
Hestillmanaged tofinish third.

Localmen Vincent McSweeney and

Michael Kearneyhad their first outing
ina Class 20 Mitsubishi Lancer E7,and
were on the pace straight away (despite
very little test mileage) until gearbox
issuesforced them out of the event.
The Bandon crew have putin some
giant-killing performancesin the

past, soit will beinterestingto see
what they can do with the Mitsubishi
inthefuture.

Jason McSweeney ended up fourth
after agood battle with John Bonner,
with Eugene Meegan’s distinctive
BMW 1-Seriesnotfar behind. Ford
Escorts made up the majority of the
top 30finishers, although the pace
shown by Kiernan’s Proton and the

multitude of Darrians show thatthe
status quois beginningto change.
The sheer number of competitorsin
Class13and Class 14 was a sight to
behold. Undeterred by more powerful
carsin Class11F, Eric Calnan and
Aileen Kelly held acommanding class
lead until driveshaft failure, as Cathal
McCarthy and Bernard Foley wound
upvictors.

Inthe Historicrally, Owen Murphy
beat Barry Jones after a nip-and-tuck
battle that saw both drivers pushing
theirmachinery tothelimitall
weekend. Gary McNamee was a late
entryin the Juniorrally,and finished
justahead of Colin O’Donoghue.

Results

1 Gary Kiernan/Ryan Moore (Proton S2500 Millington)
1h58m28.7s; 2 John Dalton/ Gywnfor Jones (Darrian T90
GTR) +2m05.3s; 3 Kevin Eves/ Chris Melly (Toyota Corolla);
4 Jason McSweeney/Anthony 0'Conaill (Mitsubishi Lancer
E9); 5 John Bonner/Emmet Sherry (Ford Escort);

6 Eugene Meegan/Daragh Mullen (BMW 1 Series);

T Conor McCarthy/JJ Cremin (Lancer E9); 8 Damien
Tourish/ Domhnall McAlaney (Escort); 9 Phil Collins/Adrian
Deasy (Escort); 10 Kevin 0’'Donoghue/David Randles

(BMW M3). Class winners: Roland Doherty/PJ 0'Dowd
(Opel Corsa); Michael Kelleher/Eoghan McCarthy (Escort);
Cathal McCarthy/Bernard Foley (Escort); Paul Fitzgerald/
Pierce Doheny Jr (Escort); Declan Campbell/ Kevin Creighan
(Escort); Jason 0’Mahony/Jonathon 0’Mahony (Escort);
Dalton/Jones; Kiernan/ Moore; Garry Kelly/ Mark Hurley
(Honda Civic); Owen Murphy/Anthony Nestor (Sunbeam
Tiger); Andy Johnson/Jim McSherry (Vauxhall Chevette);
Harry Brown/Joseph McGrath (Hillman Avenger); McNamee/
Brady; Stephen Horgan/Kevin Horgan (Ford Ka).
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Gethin Jones ensured there would
be a slice of success for the locals
by scooping honoursin Class A.

The Welshman survived crankshaft
sensor niggles with his Vauxhall Nova
to finish almost two minutes clear of
his nearest rival, Dion Rowlands.

An in-form David McMullan could

not match his Snetterton heroics
meanwhile as he came home a narrow
third, ruing his 19th position on the
road which meant he encountered
adisruptive mix of faster and

slower traffic.

Class points leader Aaron Rix played
the consistency card by finishing
in fourth place to consolidate his
championship advantage.

“This circuit doesn't play to the Ford
Ka's strengths like it will at Cadwell,”
said Rix, who rolled out of the previous
visit to Cadwell. “The Vauxhalls have
more power to play with. Today
was about picking up the points.”

Class B would go the way of the
Ford Fiesta of Ashleigh Morris, who
inherited a comfortable lead aftera
decisive third stage.

Former British Touring Car
Championship race winner Paul
O'Neill stepped back into Paul
Sheard’s Mazda MX-5 in the latter's
absence and started brightly, running
as high as 10th overall after the
opening stage, and went on to be
quickestin class on all stages.
However, an altercation with a chicane
would prove costly, resulting in a stage
maximum and a penalty of over five
minutes, which handed the initiative
back to Morris. Robert Lee Jones/
John Knight took second.

Dane Walker surprised even himself
as he guided his Mk2 Escort to Class
C success, but it wasn't without
drama. A broken water bottle left he
and co-driver Dave Boyes having to
cope with a footwell full of windscreen
washer fluid early in the morning, a
scare which would not deter the pair
from an otherwise calm class win.

“We thought the radiator had gone
atfirst, but the smell gave it away,”
was the co-driver's response, as their
worst fears proved to be ill-judged.

Chris McCallum kept the fight alive
by trading times with the class winner
in his similar Mk2 Escort, while Cathy
Sewart finished third in class after
another competitive showing in the
Talbot Sunbeam Lotus.

Points leader Chris West showed
his nose to the four-wheel-drive
contenders early in the day and would
prevent a Ford one-two-three, doing
more than enough to claim victory in
Class D1. Mark Kelly was a distant
second in class but lost further ground
to his Peugeot rival in the title fight,
Woodhouse similarly left to rue his
tyre choice on stage one of the day.

Alan Kirkaldy would have even more
to celebrate meanwhile with Class D2
success alongside bragging rights in
the overall event.

Dan Mason

T AL

CHAMPIONSHIP
in associaTion wite NISVR

B Kirkaldy’s Fiesta
debut was strong

heso-called ‘Mini
Beastfromthe
East’ couldn’t stop
Alan Kirkaldy
fromearninga
dream MN Rally
Championship
victoryinthe Lee Holland
Memorial Stages at Angleseyin
hisdebut with a Ford FiestaR5,
while Chris West took another
brave step towards the title.

“It’sthefirsttimeI'veevensatinthe
car,” were the ominous words uttered
from former BriSCA F2and Formula
Ford racer Kirkaldy, who completed
aclean sweep of all eight stages after
being given a one-off drive in the car
by Peter Smith, who ended the event
second in his ex-Ott Tanak Ford
FiestaRS WRC.

Equipped with an ex-Stephen Petch
Ford Fiesta, Kirkaldy had intended
torace at Croftand then Donington
beforeinclement weather called a
halttohisandtherestof thefield’s
plansboth times.

Mother Nature’slatest blizzard
would not halt the action on this
occasion, butitinstantly shifted
theearly advantage tothosein
four-wheel-drive machinery.

Rivals’ expectations quickly became
areality when four-wheel-drive Ford
Fiestas occupied three of the top four
spots after a testing opening pair of
stages. Kirkaldy’simpact was
instantaneous even without the
additional mechanical grip, racking
upabrace of stage winstoopenan
early lead of 11 seconds. The tone
was set. Only Smith could keep within
striking distance.

Kirkaldy remained consistentas the
Tarmacfinally dried in the afternoon,
completing an emphatic sweep of all
eight stagestoensure victory on his
maiden outing by amargin of 43s over
avaliant Smith.

“He wasn’t going to be beaten today,”
was Smith’sresponse, while the
winner enjoyed his new venture. “It’s
very different to what I’'m used to,”
said Kirkaldy. “You really have to drive
these things on the edge tobe quick.”

Behind them raged the continuing
title fight between West and main
rival, John Stone. Although mapping
problems with his Fiesta’slong-
awaited new engine gave himan
initial headache, Stone soon settled
intoarhythm and moved ahead of
titlerival West with a strongrun
through stage four.

West would not be deterred, and
soon the ever-unpredictable weather
would turn back in the front-wheel-
drive Peugeot 306 Maxi’s favour.
Contact with a water drum was
notinthescript, leavingthe car’s
front bumper looking worse for
wear after a sideways moment
under braking on stage six.

West clawed back the losttimeina
hurry when the track surface began
todryinthe afternoon, overhauling
Stone for third once again with two
stagestorun.

Two seconds separated the pair with
one stage to go, Stone missing out
merely by one second after atense
finalrun. “Ican’t complain,” was
West’s response to continuinghis
100 per cent podium record in 2018.

Traffic, asit turned out, would
playits partinthe battle, Stone
saying: “Ithink welost acombined
20sjust tryingto get past people
duringtheday.”

Instark contrast to the previous
power-friendly visit to Snetterton, it
was backs against the wall for those
manhandling a Ford Escort Mk2
in Wales. Reigning champion Ian
Woodhouse suffered most of all,
after abold decision torunanew
set of winter road tyres proved
unsuccessful on the opening stage.

One-and-a-half minutes werelost
asthe Escortstruggled for gripin
theday’s greasiest conditions,
Woodhouse briefly languishing
outside the top 20 asaresult. “We took
arisk, butitdidn’t pay off intheend,”
hebemoaned. “We were the only one,
but you have to think about giving
itatry.

“Imagineif we’d had gone almost
twominutes faster than everyone—
thenit’sa completely different story.”

West strengthened
series points position

RESULTS|

POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER
1 | Alan Kirkaldy/Cameron Fair

Lee Holland Stages, MN Circuit Rally Championship, round 5/7, Mar 18

| TIME
46m07s

| CAR
Ford Fiesta RS

Peter Smith/John Millington

Ford FiestaRS WRC +43s

Chris West/Keith Hounslow

Peugeot 306 Maxi +1m18s

John Stone/Jack Morton

Ford Fiesta S2500 +1m19s

Mark Kelly/Andy Baker

Ford Escort Mk2 +1mb53s

Nigel Gibbard/Simon John Rogers

Darrian T90 +2m20s

lan Woodhouse/Jason Leaf

Ford Escort Mk2 +2md4s

Colin Gemmell/Derek Keir

Ford Escort Mk2 +3m19s

9 | Carwyn Ellis/Edgar Jones

Ford Escort Mk2 +3m47s

10 | Derek Blyth/Neil Colman

Subaru Impreza +3mb52s

Class winners Gethin Jones/Tomos Williams (Vauxhall Nova); Ashleigh Morris/ Phil Kenny (Ford Fiesta);
Dane Walker/Dave Boyes (Escort Mk2); West/Hounslow; Kirkaldy/ Fair.

Upholding theflagfor the Escort
was an exuberant Mark Kelly. After
aquiet previousouting, the Brands
Hatch winner found aliking to the wet
conditions once again and finished best
of the Mk2 machines in fifth overall.

ADarrian T90returned to the series
in the hands of Nigel Gibbard who
finished sixth, Woodhouse clawing
backlost timeto climb to seventh ahead
of Colin Gemmell in another Escort.
Carwyn Ellis’ spectacular style earned

him ninth, the top 10rounded out
by Derek Blyth’s Subaru.

It was a case of how times can
change for last year’s winner, Wil
Owen. Thelocal driver entered as the
event’s top seed after his triumphant
showing 12 months ago, butan early
battery problem required a bump
startand meant heincurred atime
penalty for arriving late at stage one.
Helaterretired with a terminal
alternatorissue.
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GOODWOOD REPORT

COLDGOODWOOD WARMEDI

Brilliant hattles at Members’ Meeting. By Paul Lawrence

naweekend
when freezing
weatherand
snow threatened
towreck the
76th Goodwood
Members’

Meeting, some fabulousracing

kept the crowd on its toes

in bitterly cold conditions.

The two-driver Moss Trophy for
pre’63 GT cars wasjust one of the
highlights and an early contest
between the Jaguar E-types of
Jon Minshaw and John Youngand
the Ferrari Breadvan of Emanuele
Pirroshowed everything thatis
glorious about Goodwood.

Minshaw cut the early pace, but
Young clawed him in and Pirro went

with them to deliver a fabulous contest.

However, it was alwayslikely to be
Minshaw’srace as Phil Keen was
waitingtotake over from his British
GT partner. Jack Youngrelayed his
dad and Lukas Halusa took over the
Breadvan from Pirro, but it was Rob
Huff who starredin the later half ashe
oversteered the E-type of Richard
Meins through toa spectacular second
as Pirroand young Halusa completed
the podium.

The Gurney Cup was afitting
tribute tothelate Dan Gurney and
the pack of 1960s sports-racers
were sensational. Racinghisnewly

acquired Ford GT40for thefirst time,
David Hart took therace by the scruff
of theneck and kept the flying Cobra
Daytona Coupe of Andrew Smith at
arm’slength.

Young Olivier Hart dropped time
ontheopeninglapinhisdad’s similar
Cobrabutrecoveredinstyletotiger
his way through a fabulous three-way
GT40 contest for third. While Hart
joined hisfather on the podium, Craig
Davies topped the GT40trio.

Fewraces wowed the crowd more
than the Bolster Cup for pre-war
specials as oversteer, aeroengines,
smoke and some outrageous machines
produced yet more entertainment.
Back out after alengthy gap, Tim
Llewellyn was the class of thefieldin
thefamily’s Bentley 3/8 Special, but
Tom Walker (Amilcar), Justin Maeers
(GNParker)and Patrick Blakeney-
Edwards (Bentley 3/8)keptupa
spirited chase.

Sunday’s sprintracefor part two of
the Gerry Marshall Trophy wasa
real disappointmentasalongsafety
car period followed a first corner
shunt. A midfield melee dispatched
Peter Mallet’s Rover into the tyre wall
and onceit was cleared up only three
racinglapsremained for thelive TV
coverage.

That should take nothingaway from
Pantelis Christoforou who backed up
histeam-mates’ Saturday win tomake

itagreat weekend for the Ford Escort
MK2. Ric Wood’s Ford Capri headed
the chasinghordes but there was
never enough timefor the reverse
grid tounwind.

The weekend ended on another high
with a glorious Sears Trophy for pre
’66 touring cars. With the fastest V8s
notinvited, this was a Lotus Cortina
affair and four of them enacted an epic
raceasthe cars danced on the limit of
adhesion. Andrew Jordan and Andy
Wolfe battled until a safety car allowed
Mark Sumpter and Steve Soper, aftera
wildride down the grassat St Mary’s,
tohook up and makeit four cars.

Jordan needed every bit of his
natural car control to stay ahead
aslittlemore than a second covered
thequartetattheflag.

The Hawthorn Trophy field of
front-engined grand prix carsreally
drew the shortstraw asthefirstrace
on Sunday and they slithered around
inawinter wonderland. Tony Wood’s
Cooper Bristol was the class of those
who took the start, but several front-
runnerselected not torun and Geraint
Owen’s pole-sitting Kurtis Indycar
lunchedits gearbox. Wood dominated
as Edward Williams chose a tough day
forhis Maserati 250F debut but did well
tobringithomesecond.

Conditions weren’t much better
for the following Derek Bell Cup
and only 11 of the 25 qualifiersrisked

it. Unsurprisingly, Jon Milicevic’s
Brabham BT21 wasaresounding
race winner.

James Cottingham (Porsche 904
Carrera GTS)won Saturday’s Ronnie
Hoare Trophy but Vincent Gaye came
closetomakingitafitting Ferrari win
inmemory of the man whoimported
Ferraristo the UK in the 1960s.

Gaye worked his275GTB into
contention only toloopintoalate spin
after droppinga wheel onto the grass
at noname’. Billy Bellinger (Morgan
SLR)nipped back into second before
Gayerecovered. “Vincent was pushing
sohardIthoughthe was goingto
getme,” said Cottingham.

Patrick Blakeney-Edwards
was the class of the Caracciola
Sportwagenrennen in Peter
Neumark’s Alfa Romeo 8C Monza and
was the better part of half aminute
clear after 111aps. Duncan Pittaway
ransecond in his Bugatti T35 but had
ascare when the bonnetflicked upand
flew off over hishead. “Thad apeer
over thefrontand everything seemed
OK,” said Pittaway after continuing
undaunted.

Finally, Martin Stretton (Lister
Jaguar)scooped the Salvadori Cup
asthe Lotus 15s of Roger Willsand
Olly Bryant hunted him down.

“It was gettingmore and more Lotus
conditions,” said Stretton who was
gladtoseetheflagafter121aps.

Minshaw/Keen were |

GOODWOOD HIGE
EMANUELE PIRRO;

G I TS BY PAUL LAWRENCE

KEVIN ABBRING

charm and good humour.

This weekend he was handed a famous Ferrari for the Moss Trophy when he partnered Lukas Halusa in the one-off
Breadvan, the special-bodied version of a 260GT SWB from 196 1. They finished third in the showdown.
“Driving the Breadvan was areally wonderful experience,” he said. “I stopped by a lot of bakeries to deliver the bread!

Former grand prix racer Emanuele Pirro is hugely popular at Goodwood and races all sorts of cars with his trademark

Itis awonderful carto look atand now | had the privilege to drive it.
“It was lovely to drive and we spoke the same language. There was real chemistry!”

The star of the Group 5 demonstration sessions was
Dutch World Rally Championship driver Kevin Abbring.
In Saturday'’s slippery conditions, he warmed the
crowd with his sideways style as others took a

more circumspect approach.

Inthe BMW 320 owned by Christian Manner, Abbring
was great value.

“I've been driving quite a lot of historic cars,” he said.
“It's my first time at Goodwood and the atmosphere
isawesome. It's a dream come true.

“Youreally get the feel of how it was to drive these
cars and | was nice and sideways through the chicane.
I needed to get used to the car and the quickest way
to do that was to play with it!”

Taking pole position by 8.6s was a
mighty performance by Patrick Blakeney-
Edwards in qualifying for the Caracciola
Sportwagenrennen.

As some questioned the wisdom of leavil
the assembly area onto a wet, oily and sno
blown track, PB-E just got on with it in his
stunning 1933 Alfa Romeo 8C 2300
Monza. Even he was surprised at his
margin over the rest of the grid.

“The 8C Alfais an iconic pre-war sports
carand avery, very effective tool,” he
explained. “It's a really well-prepared car
from Peter Neumark and it's an honour to
be driving one of my all time favourite cars.

“It was very slippery but the skinny tyres
tend to help alittle bit.”
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)Y STUNNING RACING

Blundell was on form
in Escort with Michael

Escort hegins 50th birthday
year with Gerry Marshall win

In the year that marks the 50th birthday
of the Ford Escort, it was a MKk2 that
finally came good in the two-driver
element of the Gerry Marshall Trophy.

Against the Rovers, Capris and
Camaros, the Pinto-powered Mk2
RS2000 of Kerry Michael and former
grand prix racer Mark Blundell
proved perfect for the arctic cold,
and slippery Goodwood as darkness
fell on Saturday evening.

The highlight of a typically frenetic
contest came when Blundell reeled in
Mike Jordan, who had taken over Mike
Whitaker’s ex-Gordon Spice Capri.
Driving beautifully, Blundell sneaked
ahead on the sprint to Madgwick and
then fended off a determined challenge
from Jordan to deliver the first Gerry
Marshall win for a two-litre car.

In the early laps, Whitaker drove a
peach of an opening stint to romp clear
as Craig Davies in his freshly-prepared
Ford Mustang fended off the rapid
Michael. At the driver change,
Whitaker was 14s to the good, but
more snow was blowing across the
track and what little grip remained
was fading fast.

That didn’t trouble Blundell who
showed his class to close down the Capri
and go ahead. But the laps when Jordan
re-challenged were awesome until a
couple of big moments persuaded the
Capridriver that the Escort was just
too strong.

“I’ve done enough Le Mans to
know how to do adriver change,” said
Blundell after a swift stop. “Kerry did
afantasticjob.” Jordan agreed: “Mark
drove it brilliantly and they’ve done a
great job with that car.”

The death of journalistand commentator
Henry Hope-Frost little more than aweek
before the event castashadow over

the Members' Meeting and there were
many tributes to the popular member
ofthe Goodwood team.

For someone with unbridled fever for the
sport, and noisy racing cars in particular,
amostfitting tribute was played out by
the Formula 5000s gathered for high-
speed demonstration sessions.

Prior to taking to the track, nearly 30
thundering monsters delivered a minute
of noise inthe assembly areaand it was
spectacular. HH-F would surely have
approved immensely and would probably
have commented that the noise had
caused “significant trouser trouble”.

WINNERS

Ronnie Hoare Trophy
James Cottingham
(Porsche 904 Carrera
GTS)

Gerry Marshall Trophy
part one

Kerry Michael/ Mark
Blundell (Ford Escort
Mk2 RS2000)

Gerry Marshall Trophy
part two

Pantelis Christoforou
(Ford Escort Mk2
RS2000)

Hawthorn Trophy
Tony Wood
(Cooper Bristol)

Derek Bell Cup
Jon Milicevic

Amassively slippery track, skinny

(Brabham BT21)

tyres, _and loads of power i_n pre-war Salvadori Cup
n | c machinery was always going tobe a Martin Stretton
winning combination in Saturday’s (Lister Jaguar)
qualifying session for the Bolster Cup. Caracciola
As part ofthe celebration of Group 5, the Porsche Awonderful array of specials Sportwagenrennen
g Museum sent a couple of cars and the spectacular attacked the Goodwood chicane Patrick Blakeney-Edwards
v~ ‘Moby Dick’ version of the 935 from 1978 was a with gusto and for 15 minutes the (fa Romeo 8G Monzz)
real stand-out in the demonstration sessions. crowd forgot about the biting cold. Moss Trophy
The name comes from the long tail developed Spectators new to this type of Jon Minshaw/Phil Keen
forLe Mans, where it ran at 228mph from machinery were wowed by huge (Jaguar E-type)
845bhp, but faltered in the race. Over the oversteer and wild slides. Master of the Balster Cup
weekend it was driven by period ace Jochen session was Mark Walker (/eft), backin Tim Llewellyn
Mass (aged 71) and Daniel Harper (aged 17), ‘Thunderbug’ for the occasion in place (Bentley 3/8 Special)
the new scholarship winner in the Porsche of his son Hughie. With the eight-litre
) . . , Gurney Cup
Carrera Cup GB. engine chugging away atimpossibly David Hart (Ford GT40)
“lcouldn’t be more excited to be at the low revs, Walker used all of the circuit,
Members' Meeting driving the amazing the kerbs and some of the grass to Sears Trophy
R . WWa an ; 1 - Andrew Jordan
Moby Dick,” said Harper. “It's an incredible car. launch the carinto another lap. (Lotus Cartna)
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Fl PREVIEW 2018

Matt James looks at the twists and turns that will embellish the 2018 season

in

here will
be some
round-the-
clock head
scratching
goingon
atsome

of the grand prix team -
HQsrightnow.

Testing has stopped, the
carsarebeingunpackedin — -
Melbourne, but thereis still
work to be done, secretstobe
unlocked. The boffins back at
base will belooking through
thetestingdatafor that one
lastmagicbullet.

Thereisalotrestingon this.
It could be a huge season for
either Mercedes driver and
reigning champion Lewis
Hamilton or Ferrari’s
Sebastian Vettel. Bothare
gunningfor a Juan Manuel
Fangio-equalingfifth world
crown. That willadd a
certainfizztothe battle
between the two.

Butbeyond that, thereare
ahost of different plotlines
that will play out over the
course of the 21 racesinthe

picked afew tolook out for. : 2 3 . — - . ﬂ Mercedes will still

2018 campaign. We have

: T — S —w—— be the benchmark
—— E - S

There weren’t any headline- eighth fastestlap time when all Putsimply, itdidn’t need to. reliability while it was in Spain. Inevery likelihood, Mercedes
grabbinglap times posted by either the sessions were combined. Last year’s car could be The only thing thatrival teams will be on top of this too.
reigning champion Lewis Hamilton Isthisachink of light for the unpredictable, particularly when can clingon to as a potential speed To see a proper fight for this
or Valtteri Bottas duringthe others, or merely afalse dawn? It it cameto usingits rubber, and bump for the championsis how it season’s championship, fans are
pre-season running at Barcelona. appears to be the latter. Merc was much attentionhasbeenpaidtothis = usesthenewrange of tyres, whether  goingtohaveto crosstheirfingers
They were putintheshadebyplenty  confidentenoughinitspacethatit area. The W09is an improvement it can perform on the softest of the and hope that Bottas can step up
of others and they only clocked the didn’t go chasing the spotlight. in all aspects, and showed enviable new Pirellis. and push Hamilton all the way.

2IS REDBULL MERC’S GREATEST THREAT?

t " ' No team brings a full final spec as the biggest threat this season.
— i car to testing, so the picture — “I think there’s three quick
/ 4 even among the top teams —can teams and there’s no doubt that
be skewed. And sometimes, not Red Bull are going to be people
all the cars will be run at full that we’re going to be fighting
power as engine developments with this year,” he surmised.
are brought on stream. There are some concerns
Red Bull had neither full grunt for Red Bull, and they mostly
from its Renault powerplant or emanate from the Renault
the full aerodynamic kit on powerplant, which is not as
the RB14 and yet it still has the strong as Merc even when it
others worried. Daniel Ricciardo isonsongandit wasn’tthe
and Max Verstappen will be mostreliable during the
quietly confident ahead of last campaign.
the opening race in Melbourne Despite that, optimism is
this weekend. high ahead of Melbourne this
Mercedes technical boss James  weekend. For the sake of F1,
Allison has admitted that he is arapid Red Bull would be a
Both Red Bulls have looking towards Milton Keynes shotin the arm.

shown promise
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Ferrari could
have issues

Therearealotof
contradictionsat Ferrari
rightnow. Sebastian Vettel
saysthatitneedstofind more
paceif it wantstotakethe
fightto Mercedes this year.

Team-mate Kimi Raikkonen
says thatit could have gone
fasterintestingif ithad
wanted to.

Confused? It seemsthey
aretoo.

Ferrarihashad enviouseyes
atitsrival teams which could

add to the confusion even
more. Ithas gonefurther
down theraised rearride

heightroute which worked so
well for Red Bull over the past

seasons. Thenithasechoed

Mercedesinincreasing
the wheelbase.
Soithasincluded two
unknowns on what wasthe
second fastest packagelast
year and ended up with acar
that was 1-2in the combined
testing times from Barcelona.
While there were doubts that
Mercshoweditshand, thatisa

pretty strong starting point.
Thekey factor for Vettel is
goingtobehow quickly the
team gets on top of the car.

Insiderssuspect thatithas
beenonthelimitalready
andits performance onthe
differingoption tyresand
with differingfuelloads have
been underwhelming.

Thisisthestartof therevival
for McLaren? The former F1
powerhouseisenteringits
10th seasonsinceitlast
lifted title silverware with
Lewis Hamilton at the wheel.
Incredibly itlast won the
constructors’ crown in 1998.
Itsdisastrousthree-year
relationship with Honda has
beenrippedapart,andithas
gonefor the relative stability
of acustomer deal with
Renault. The French produced
arace-winning powerplant
in2017and there should be
genuine optimism.

Areall problemsfixed?
Notreally...

The McLaren MCL33-
Renault was unreliablein
testing. Wheelsfell off, there

wasanoilleak and issues with

thebattery. Sure, Fernando
Alonsosetthe third bestlap
time when all the tests were
combined, buthe wason the
hypersoft Pirellis and team-
mate Stoffel Vandoorne
wasrapid too. Itlooked more
likeamorale-boosting one-
shot special than anything
thatislikely tobeapointer
toitspotential.

The carisstrugglingina
straightline-muchlikeit was
in 2017. Twelve monthsago,
thefingers could be pointed at
the Japanese for this problem.
This year the foreboding digits
could well be turningin the
direction of Woking.

The teamitself issidling
away from the panic
button, as you would
expect.Racing
director Eric Boullier
said: “Weare ontop
of [the car]anditis
anew partnership
with Renault, new

packaging, completely new
packagingforthe caraswell.
Thisistesting, give ustime
~itisfine.”

The troubleis, McLaren

CALENDAR
F12018

RND |[EVENT |WHERE | WHEN |BROADCASTER
1 Australia | Melbourne March 25 Sky
2  |Bahrain Sakhir April 8 Sky/Channel 4
3 China Shanghai April 15 Sky
4 |Azerbaijan |Baku April 29 Sky/Channel 4
5 |Spain Barcelona May 13 Sky
6 |Monaco |MonteCarlo |May27 Sky/Channel 4
7  |Canada |Montreal June 10 Sky
8 |France PaulRicard | June 24 Sky
9  |Austria Spielberg July 1 Sky/Channel 4
10 |Britain Silverstone | July8 Sky/Channel 4
11 |Germany |Hockenheim |July 22 Sky
12 |Hungary |Budapest July 29 Sky
13 |Belgium |Spa August 26 Sky/Channel 4
14 |ltaly Monza September2 | Sky
15 |[Singapore |MarinaBay | September 16 |Sky/Channel 4
16 |Russia Sochi September 30 |Sky
17 |Japan Suzuka October 7 Sky/Channel 4
18 |America |Austin October 21 Sky/Channel 4
19 |Mexico Mexico City | October 28 Sky
20 |Brazil Interlagos November11 |Sky
21 |AbuDhabi |Yas Marina November25 | Sky/Channel 4

ENTRY LIST
F12018

NO |DRIVER | TEAM

44 |Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes W09
77  |Valtteri Bottas (FIN) Mercedes W09
5 Sebastian Vettel (GER) Ferrari SF71H
7 Kimi Raikkonen (GER) Ferrari SF71H
3 Daniel Ricciardo (AUS) Red Bull RB14-Renault
33 |Max Verstappen (NED) Red Bull RB14-Renault
11 |Sergio Perez (MEX) Force India VJM11-Mercedes
31 |Esteban Ocon (FRA) Force India VIM11-Mercedes
18 |Lance Stroll (CAN) Williams FW41-Mercedes
35 |Sergey Sirotkin (RUS) Williams FW41-Mercedes
27  [Nico Hulkenberg (GER) RenaultR.S.18
55 |Carlos Sainz (SPA) RenaultR.S.18
10 |Pierre Gasly (FRA) Toro Rosso STR13-Honda
28 [Brendon Hartley (NZL) Toro Rosso STR13-Honda
8 Romain Grosjean (FRA) Haas VF-18-Ferrari
20 |Kevin Magnussen (DEN) Haas VF-18-Ferrari
0! Stoffel Vandoorne (BEL) McLaren MCL33-Renault
14 |Fernando Alonso (SPA) McLaren MCL33-Renault
9 Marcus Ericsson (SWE) Sauber C37-Ferrari
Charles Leclerc (FRA) Sauber C37-Ferrari

Bottas,Raikkonen and Ricciardo must perform

SCANF1’'S MALIGNED ACES
GETBACKON TERMS?

6 NICOHULKENBERG VS CARLOS SAINZ JR

Whatisthe most exciting driver
line-up on the grid? Daniel
Ricciardoand Max Verstappen
atRed Bull have a strongshout
here, butequally as excitingis the
Renault pairing of Carlos Sainz Jr
and Nico Hulkenberg.

Both have acknowledged ability
and have carved out F'1 berths for
thelonger term while many others
havefallen by the wayside. If one
destroysthe other this year, itis
goingtobehardto seea way back

AndtheRenaultsquadisa
decentplacetoadd tothebackdrop
of thisintra-team squabble. It
ended last season on ahigh and
hasshown similar solid pacein
2018 sofar—evenif the carhasn’t
always been the mostrobust,
whichisabugbear whichis
alsohangingover fromits
previous campaign.

A cleverly packaged carhas
given the boffins some problems
with gettingenough airflow
through theR.S.18. That could

beacontributingfactorto
the Barcelona hiccups and
somethingthat will be
exercisingits thought process
between now and Melbourne.
Renaulthasmade bignoises
about new factory buildings and
recruiting staff tobringitback toa
championship-winninglevel. The
team was only (re)created in 2016
from the skeleton of the Lotus
project, which had leftit witha
pretty low base to startfrom. The
green shoots of arevival are here.

fortheinjuredparty...

Therearethreedriverson  showsnosigns of slowing
the grid that need tostep down. The amiable
from the shadows, and Australian scored more
theyarethreedriversin points than his Dutch
plumseatsonthegrid. team-matelast year, but If there was a dictionary definition

Even atthe halfway there was still a perception of the word smokescreen, it could
point of the 2017 season, thathe underperformed. havefeatured a photograph of the
there were questionmarks Thiscampaign will be 2017Honda powerplants. But that
about Valtteri Bottas’s crucial for him toreassert word could also apply to 2018 too
tenure of the Mercedes his seniority in the Milton butfor entirely different reasons.
seatalongside Lewis Keynesteam. ToroRossohas the Japanese
Hamilton after some Then thereis the Kimi enginesandithas demonstrated
events where he was Raikkonen question:is superb reliability in testing so
simply nowherenear. It thisawasted drive,ora far. Sure, Brendon Hartley and
alsoput NicoRosberg’s solid dependable number Pierre Gasly might not be the most
ability intofocus. Bottas two? Many people think it experienced driversonthegrid,
needstoprovethe istheformer andthe Finn butthereis genuine optimism here.
sceptics wrong. hasn’twonaracesince Anditssister team, repeatedly (and

Another manfeeling 2013. Ferrariteam-mate often publicly)fed up of its alliance
theheatisRed Bull’s and title-chaser Sebastian with Renault will be keepinga very
Daniel Ricciardo. Hehas Vettel thinksitis thelatter. closeeyeon developmentsin Italy.
goneup against the Max Given thefragile state of Could thisbea precursor for Red
Verstappen bandwagon, Vettel, Kimi could bejust BullRacing touse -~ -
which, like the driver, the perfect foil. the Honda

motors
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7HAS HONDA FINALLY HIT THE SWEET SPOT?

should that potential be turned into
solid results?
Smokescreens, yousee...
ToroRossoislikely tobeatthe
head of the chasingpack this season
and, accordingto experts, thereis
stillsomerefinement tobe done
and some chassisfine-tuning.
Hondahasgotitsacttogether.
Afterthe awful past 36 months, it
haseven greater motivation. A
sleepinggiantis one thing, buta
wounded oneis way more potent.
Remember that Sauber had this
dealtoo beforereversing out of it.
Thepeople of Hinwil will be kicking
themselvesif the STR-Honda
endsupatthesharpend

. o this season.
©

ForceIndiasetthe bar very high
last season but to perform beyond
its means consistently ismuch
harder than doingitfor oneor
two seasons. It saysthatits
performance has been masked so
farbecauseit wasn’t goingforlap
times with an upgrade to come
for Melbourne. Fans of the team
musthope thatistruetoallow
Sergio Perezand Esteban Ocon
toperform.

Haas, ontheotherhand, hasto
live up to the hype and 2018 will
giveitastrongplatform. The caris
modestin terms of its design, but
thatisadeliberate ploy togiveita
more stable machine. Romain
Grosjean and Kevin Magnussen
couldbedark horses.

Onthe other hand, Williams
could befacingsomedark days. It

Haas has run very quickly

hasanew concept with the FW41
which shows the influence of
ex-Mercedes man Paddy Lowe
andtheteamhastakenalongtime
togetontop of itsofar.Italsohas
aninexperienced line-up in
Sergey Sirotkin and Lance Stroll.
While Sauber could have gone
further with itslivery, it probably
can’tgomuch further forward
withitsnew car, the C37. Even
points willbe alongshot
for Marcus Ericssonand the
promising Charles Leclerc.
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SPUR

On-track running at Donington Park
for the first 750 Motor Club meeting
of the year was blink and you missiit.
The entire weekend was abandoned
afterlunch on the opening day in
sporadic blizzard-like conditions
and the forecasts threatening more.
Just over three hours of track action,
and noraces, had been completed.

Yet there was still time for something
extraordinary to happen, inthe
RGB Sports 1000 qualifying session.
Christopher ‘Chippy’ Wesemael set
thefastest time in his Mittell MC-53 on
hisdebutfor Mittell Cars, tobagpole
position for the openingrace that
never was. Wesemael had replaced
2015 champion Scott Mittell, who
instead isto compete in Bikesports,
inthedriverline-up.

Inaddition Wesemael took pole by four
tenths of asecond, ahead of reigning
champion and the Mittell team’s chief
rival Billy Albone, drivinga Spire GT3.
While Wesemael’s team-mates Paul
Smith and Danny Andrew -thelatter
impeded by havinga wiringissue and
not wanting to push hisnew engine -
were over a second off hisadvantage.

Andmostextraordinary of all, this
was Wesemael’sfirst car racingmeeting

of any sort, the 23-year-old was making
hisbow straight out of karting.

Henoted thatthejumprequiresalot
of adaptation.

“It’sbeenalittle bit more difficult
thanIwouldlike to admit,” Wesemael
conceded. “It’sthe high speed corners
and medium speed cornersthatarea
bit of anissueforme,justbecauseI'm
notused to the downforce and carrying
all thatspeed.

“Igotlots of help from everyone here
at Mittell Cars. It’s been going well.”

Wesemael admitted also thatthe
abandonment made his pole
achievementbittersweet.

“YeahIreally would haveloved to
takethecaroutintherace,” hesaid,
“Especially the 25 minute-longrace
[where Wesemael was to start second
behind Albone, based on second
best times].

“Iwasreally lookingforward to that,
seeif we can havea bit of afight with
Billy, and just see what happened
really. Unfortunately we’ll just have
towait until Brands now.

“Iwasabitworried, I've doneno
startsatallinthecar.”

Headmitted alsotosurpriseatthe
qualifyingresult. “Yes, very surprised

actually.IThad Scott on the wall with the
pitboard and coming round I was about
half a second behind Billy, and I saw the
lapwasalot quicker than thatone, soit
justkind of all came together when it
needed toreally.”

And while snow was blowingin the
air throughout, Wesemael reckons the
outcome wasn’t explained by track
conditions varying within the session,
sayingthe griplevel changed “not
overly”. Buthe did suggest that
havingunusual circumstances was
tohisbenefit.

“With it beingso cold and the snow
blowingacross constantly, especially
thefirstsection and Craner Curvesis
very slippery, I think might have played
intomy handsalittle bit,” he said.

“All these guys have lots of practice
onanormal track, withitbeingabit
changeableall of usare onabitmore
of aneven playingfield. Sothat was
probably good for me.”

Hispolelap wasn’t one of throwing
caution tothe wind either.

“No, beingmyfirstrace hereThadn’t
really drivenitin thedry atfullrevs
until the qualifying session, so we
were justbuildingituplapbylap,
that’s why my fastestlap wasalot
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It was Wesemael’s
first event in cars

One of these trophies could’ve had Wesemael’s name on it after his pole

quicker than the other ones thatIdid.

“Ijustfollowed the process that we’d
worked on with Scottand Mittell Cars
andjustputittogetherattheend.”

Indeed his openingtwolapsin the
session werein the Im52srange, and
from then, aside from one breather on
lapfive, he chipped down consistently to
hisbest time of 1m37.53s on lap seven.

Even with his tour de force Wesemael
thinks championship ambitions are
beyond him for now.

“I'think absolutely all the boys here—
Danny, Paul, Billy, all the frontrunners
from last season and the midfield —
everyone’sreally quick in thisfield,”
henoted. “It’s going to be about trying
tolearnthetracksasfastaspossible,
and the car, just to try and keep up;
really just see what happens. I'm not
goingtostand here and say ‘Iwant to
win the championship’. That would be
great, but probably not thatrealisticat
themoment.”

Conditions were very difficult at times at Donington during Saturday

Wintry weather forces meeting to he cancelled - and it may not be rearranged

TheDonington Park meetinghad to

be abandoned duetothe extreme
weather, with only the qualifying
sessions heldin wet and intermittently
snowy conditions on Saturday
morning, before the decision to cancel
the weekend’sracing was made.

With theforecast indicatingthat more
snow would fall overnight, Sunday’s
action was also cancelled asit was
considered to be unfair on the competitors,
organisersand marshalsto beleft waiting
infreezing conditions onceagain.

The club’s competitions secretary,
Giles Groombridge, explained: “The
decision was made by the MSA steward
and the clerks of the course because

they’re the peopleresponsible for
circuitinspection. The circuit must be
free from snow andice, the verges, all
accessroads and the paddock must be
freefrom snow andice. Wealsohavea
duty of caretoall the marshals standing
outintemperaturesthat were minus
eight degrees with the wind-chill too.”

Driversagreed thatit wasthe correct
decision, especially after facingissues
in qualifying when several cars spun
off thecircuitasice beganformingon
thetrack surface.

Bikesportsracer Adrian Reynard
experienced difficult track conditions
even before the worst of the weather hit.

“Idid the practice then the qualifying,

but there were alot of people going off,
changingupintofourth gearand
spinning-up the rear wheels,” he said.

“Ilooked atthe forecast—it was
variable soIleft about two hours before
they cancelled the meeting. Irealised it
wasn’t goingto getmuch better.”

The club will attempt toreschedule as
many races asitcan, but Groombridge
admitted that an entire meeting’s
worth of racing will be tough to fit
intotheremainingcalendar.

“Potentially some of them could
berescheduled at other meetings,”
hesaid. “Wemightbe abletosqueeze
one championship into our September
Donington meeting.”
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ONINGTON PARK: Z750VIC BY GRAHAM KEILLOH

Reynard (1) gets stuck in
at Silverstone last year

Reynard has worked on the Ginetta LIMP1 car aerodynamics
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There was a familiarname
among those driving in the
750 Motor Club’s Bikesports
series at Donington. That
of renowned constructor
Adrian Reynard, taking
partin a Radical SR3.

Reynard started outasa
driver and built carsin order
toracethem, yetitisasa
constructorthathehasreally
madehisname. The Reynard
company’s cars dominated
Champ Car and Formula 3000
and have wonracesinmany
otherseries.

Sowhat keeps tempting him
back to this category,and
takingpart behind the wheel?

“I'mdoingitbecauselenjoy
it,andif IstopenjoyingitI
won’t be doing any more of
this!” Reynard said.

Butheadmitsthatit’snotjust
that. Old habits die hard.
“Ilike the series because the
regulationsin Bikesportsare
free enough formetodo
justafewlittle experiments

withmy car,” headded. “I
develop my own rear wing for
it,and some other small
features thatIthought might
helpimprove thelaptimes as
my ability fades.”

AndforReynard thisfreedom
isthecrucial distinction from
the specialist Radical Challenge
Championship.

“TheRadical championship
isfartoo prescriptive for me,
and probably too competitive,”
henoted. “Ilike tosupport the
750 Motor Club,andImeeta
lotof friends hereas well.”

EvensoReynardstill has
plenty keeping him occupied
away from thedrivingseat,
notleast Ginetta’s LMP1
aerodynamic programme
thathejoined recently. He
confirmed that “the caris going
extremely well on the track”.

Hiscompany remainsactive
alsoin NASCAR as well as with
several IndyCar teams seeking
tomaximise the new aerokit for
thisyear.

Butheaimsstill tohave time
forhisownracing, and this year
thatincludes goingback tothe
future by racinga couple
of hisold Formula Fords.

“When my Formula Ford 1600
comes back from New Zealand
whereIraceditat Hampton
DownsI’'m goingtojustrebuild
thenose and radiator which
were deficient,” he explained.
“A44-year-old radiator didn’t
coolvery well. And therear
uprights’ bearings were
deficientas well-Imadeall
those mistakesin1973.

“SoTI'lljustmake thoseabit
morereliable,and Imight
takeitouttowardsthe end of
the yearforthe occasional
Formula Ford 1600 raceif it
fitsintoa category. It was built
in’73 andIthink there’sapre-
72 championship, which it
probably won’t fitinto.

“AndImightdrivea1978
Formula Ford 2000 car which
Tusedtodrivein’78.Ididrace
thatlast year at Brands once

onthe Grand Prix circuit, but
ithad beenalongtimesince
Iracedat Brands.Iusedtobe
abletolearn circuits quite
quickly butittakes meabit
longer thesedays!
“It’sjustalittle hobby now,
thatIenjoy still doing some
of the thingsIstarted nearly
50 yearsago.”
Andhe fully intends to keep
competingin Bikesports.
“Ilike the SR3todrive,” he
said. “It’sa very comfortable
car todrive, paddleshift and
nice high revving engine.
It’s pretty quick and hasa
reasonable amount of grip.
SoI’ll continue with the 750
Motor Club this year with that.
“Thadabigpushtowinthe
championshipin 2014, butI've
been a bitless aggressive so
Imiss quite afew races now.
“Idon’tfeel Ineed to prove
towin, butit’snice[Ican].
I've won a few races in this
championship which is
alwaysnicetodo.”

OULTON PARK: BARC BY PETER SCHERER MARCH 17
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LEGENDS BRAVE THE SNOW AT OULTON INEXCITING RACES

Wintry showers played their
partintheopeninground of
the National Legends.

Theopeningheat wasred flagged
when Belgian visitors Guy Fastres

and Jean Ponceletrolledina
multiple shuntat Old Hall
ontheopeninglap.

Jack Parkerled from therestart
and began to tussle with Miles
Rudman. Will Gibson had been
inthemix toountil John Mickel

snatched third cresting Hilltop and

began attackingthelead duo.

With alap togo Mickel was second

through Old Hall and led at

Knickerbrook. But Gibson had
followed him through and made the
decisivemovetoclinch alate victory,
with Parker completing the podium.

Steve Whitelegg’searly break in
heat two was eroded by along safety
carperiod. Buthe maintained his
reduced advantage over a final two-
lap sprint, with Parker holding off
Rudman for third, after Connor Mills
slowed andretired on thelastlap.

It wasalmost dark when the grid
formed up for the final. Initially the
lead quartet paired off, with Mills
and John Paterson pursued by
Stephen Treherne and Gilles

Verleyen. While thelead duo
scrapped, Verleyen closedinand
managed to split them, before
losingout to Parker and Gibson
alaplater.

Millsbriefly made abreak at the
front, asthefourbehind had their
own fight. But Paterson spun at
Knickerbrook on lap four, which

gave Parker space to close in on Mills.

Parker briefly nosed ahead alap
later, but Mills soon reclaimed it
totake a hard-fought win, while
Gibsonretook third from Sean
Smith onthelastlap, havinglostit
onthepreviousone.

RACE WINNERS

Caterham Graduates
MegalClassic/Sigma

Race 1: Declan Dolan (Mega)
Race 2: Declan Dolan (Mega)
Sigmax/Sigmax VCT

Race 1: Lee Collins

Race 2: Lee Collins

CNC Heads Sports/Saloons
Paul Rose (Saker RAPX S1)

Legends

Heat 1: Will Gibson

Heat 2: Stephen Whitelegg
Final: Connor Mills

MG Owners Club

Race 1: David Mellor (MG ZR)
Race 2: Simon Kendrick
(MGF WC)

Whitelegg (1) was a heat winner, with Legends attracting large grid

Rose wasrapidinhis Saker to storm to comfortable win

ROSE BLOOMS DESPITE THE ARCTIC CONDITIONS TO TAKE SPORTS/SALOON WIN

Former CNC Heads Sports/
Saloon champion Paul Rose
won the opening round of the
championship in his Saker.
Dave Harvey’s Locosaki was

the earlyleader in therestarted
race, which had been red-flagged

when Paul Dobson’s rotary-
engined Locost had a
transmission failure, Philip
Morris’s VW Golf crashed
heavily and Graeme Laslett’s

Lotus Elise was caught up in the
melee, all before the first corner.

Rose had been fourth into the
first corner behind Harvey,
Danny Bird’s Spire and Garry
Wardle’s Porsche 997. He got
Wardle into Cascades on the
opening lap. Wardle then spun
at Cascades a lap later, as Rose
ousted Bird and edged close
tothelead.

It only took three laps, from

where Rose built hislead up to
21 seconds by the flag.

Harvey had been clear in
second, but had alast-lap scrap
with the closing Bird after a
lock-up at Old Hall.

Jon Woolfitt’s turbocharged
MK Indy and brother Paul’s
Lotus Exige had both been in
formation in the top four, but
both were caught by Steve
Harris’ Saker, which was

recovering from earlier contact
with the Exige.

Harris tried to take both into
01d Hall on lap four, succeeded,
spun on the exit and retired with
abroken splitter. Paul Woolfitt
also pitted after a warning flag.
Tony Ellis came through to claim
asolid fifth in his Mazda-engined
Gemini Elva, with Allan Davies
completing the top six in his
BMW M3.
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Why young Brit Tom

Mexico was more
appealing than the UK

sthe
thermometer
tipped from
the 20s to the 30s,
the question
seemed a trifle
superfluous.
Tom Williams adjusted his
sunglasses and, ahead of his
third straight day inarally car,
considered the question.

TheteaserI'd put to him was, I
thought, asensible on: “Why Mexico
and not the Border Counties?”

Guanajuato or Jedburgh?

Three days or one?

World Rally Championship
experience or the openinground of
the British Rally Championship?

Now, beforeIgoany further,Iwon’t
have anything said against the Border
Counties. Itis an absolutely superb
eventrunthroughsuchiconic-and
now much underused -stageslike
Elibank, Cardronaand Yair; there’s
more history in those woods than
Mexicoiseverlikely tomuster.

But... (youknew that was coming)
it’snotaround of the World Rally
Championship. And Rally Mexicois.

And the World Rally Championship
isallabout experience. Like Williams,
Gus Greensmith was competingin
Mexicoforthefirsttimeand he
reckoned Guanajuato’s gravel roads
were trickier to unpick than some of
themost taxing Monte Carlo tests.

“There’ssomuchtolearn,”
Greensmithtold MN. “Theroadis
constantly evolving with every passage
of every carand there are somany
twisty, technical sections with loads of
little bridges; there’s somuch tolook
outfor. Thisis definitely an event you
need to come and learn before you can
think about competingat the front.”

Want further proof? Step up and look
at Finns Teemu Suninen and Esapekka
Lappi. Suninen starred at Rally
Finland, widely regarded as one of the
toughesteventstolearn,last year. And

Williams swapped
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Lappi? Well, he won in Jyvaskylalast
season. Both of them were knocked
sideways by their Mexican debut
earlier thismonth. It wasfar harder
than either could have thought.

What did they need more than most?
Previous experience.

M-Sport managing director
Malcolm Wilson admires Williams’
determination to get out of the UK
and geton with learningabout therest
if the world.

Wilson said: “I’'ve always said, the
bestthinga youngdriver candois
puttheir car onatrailer, gather some
mates together and get out there and
dotherallies—experience of these
eventsisabsolutely invaluable.”

Ittook acontainerratherthana
trailer, but Williams has totally signed
uptothatapproach.

“The Border Counties was the same
weekend as Mexico,” says Williams.
“And doing the Junior WRC this year,
I’'mlookingforasmuchseattimeas
possible tomake the most of that
experience. The Border Counties
was the same weekend as Mexicoand
dadandItalked aboutdoingthatrally,
but when we priced up Mexico (see
sidebar),itjustdidn’t stack up.

“The Border Countiesisa greatevent
andif Iwasdoingthe BRC again this
year, I would have happily signed up.

Thefe was heartbra for 1

—

Jedburgh for Mexico. By David Evans
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ButMexicoisjust one of those events
youlook atin the calendar and think,
it’ll be ages before we get out there. Until
youstarttodotheresearch andlook
into gettingthe car and the crew out
there.Iwas absolutely amazed at how
reasonableit wasto get outthere. OK,
we borrowed the container, but we
booked theflights, the hotel and the van
early and we got themall atareally good
rate—-Ithink the hotels were probably
even cheaper than what we would
havepaid to stay around Jedburgh.

“Wesent the car outinthemiddle
of January and when we got over to
Mexico, the container was already
attheservice park. We wheeled the
carout, put up theeasy-upand
we wereready. Itreally was that
straightforward.”

Unfortunately for Williamsand
co-driver Phil Hall, the 1600cc Fiesta
R2turned outtobeno greatfan of the
heat. They retired on the opening day
with heat-related issues, but returned
for the weekend with anew ECU which
ranthe caralittlebit cooler.

But, with the finish—and amaiden
WRC3victory —in sight, disaster
struckin thefinal stage.

“Onthesecond tolaststage the car
kept cuttingout,” says Williams. “It
kept blowing theignition fuse, sointhe
end we putapaperclipin to by-passthe
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fuse. It wasabit sparky, but we made
the control with three minutes to spare
and started the last stage.

“Withjustacouple of milesof the
final stageleft, the car cut out. The wire
had melted and now we were really
stuck. Philand I knew thelast part of
the stage was downhill, but we still had
about 500 metrestopushthecartothe
top of the hill. We jumped out, started
topush and suddenly we were being
helped by loads of Mexicanfans. It
wasincredible!

“Werolled down through the finish,
but unfortunately that wasasfaras we
would get. We couldn’t get the car to
starttogetitbacktoservice,soour
adventure ended there. We were both
sodisappointed to have come so close
to winningour class in the world
championship. But now, looking
back, theresult wasn’t soimportant -
what wasreally important was the
experience we took of thoseroads
and from competingona WRCround
onanother continent.”

David Williams, Tom’s father, knows
athingortwo about the benefit of
experience. Williams Sr backed and
mentored hisfriend Richard Burns.

David says: “People will look at what
we’ve done by coming to Mexico and not
stayingin Britaintodoeventsand say:
‘Oh, they’ve gotloads of money going
all the way out theretodoa WRC
round.’ Butactually, we don’t.

“We’ve done this on an absolute
shoestring. We used to get the same
thing when we were starting out with
Richard, people sayinghiswasa
factory carin the Peugeot Challenge.
Itwasn’t, wejustmade sure the car
was always presented perfectly. By
trade, I'madesigner and things have
tolook right forme.

“We’re all disappointed Tom and
Phildidn’t get the result they were
hopingfor and deserved after all the
effort they putin, butlike they say,
thereal reward comes with the
experience of goingto Mexico.” l

DAVID WILLIAMS ON THE COSTS
OF COMPETING IN MEXICO

“When we were looking at
doing the Border Counties,
we were looking at an all-in
budget of £15,000. We have
worked hard to try to
secure sponsorship for
that event, but it wasn’t
possible to lessen those
costs with support.

“Going to Mexico cost us
£35,000, but £20,000 of that
was sponsorship. That’s
what made the difference
for us. I’'m painfully aware
of just how much £15,000
is, it’s a huge amount of
money, but as a family
we’ve all been working
towards this year to get
ourselves in the position
that we can support Tom.

“And thisreallyisa
family effort. It was
Tom, his mum and I who
were loading the container
athomein January and
we were in Mexico
unloading it. Obviously
Phil [Hall, co-driver]
came out to Mexico and
we had three guys from
MH Motorsport there to
help us. The flights and
accommodation were
the biggest costs, but
when we got there the
actual cost of sleeping
per night was, I think,
cheaper than it would
have been in Britain.

“But the big number and
the big deal comes when
you work out the cost per
kilometre. The Border
Counties would have cost
us £115 per kilomentre;
Mexico without our
sponsorship cost £106
per kilometre...”
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Matt James and Hal Ridge gauge reaction fromrallycross at the grand prix track

ilverstone entered
abravenew era
last weekend when
ithosteditsfirst
rallycross event on
the new purpose-built
track on the Stowe
circuitarea, a precursor tothe
Speedmachine-branded World
Rallycross Championship event
atthe end of May.

Theinaugural meeting was the
opening round of the British Rallycross
Championship, which was the perfect
curtain-raiser. It was a high profile
meetingtoallow organisersto have
arun-through of the systems that will
be used on May 26/27.

Itwasalsoagreat opportunity for the
circuit tobeputintousefor thefirst time,
and several overseas visitorstook the
chanceto getto grips with thelayout
ahead of the WRX meeting. Amongthem
were EKS Audiracer Andreas Bakkerud
and the Team Peugeot Total 208 WRXs
of Sebastien Loeband Timmy Hansen.

Itwasmorelike Siberia at Silverstone
last weekend. The temperature barely
rose above minus two degrees all day,
and the snow wasrelentless. Despite
that, there were some positive signs.

Swede Bakkerud waskeentogeta
closerlook at the challenge. “People were
already saying that the Silverstone track
would not be as good becauseit doesn’t
have the same viewing for the fans—they
said that the spectator stands were too
farfrom the circuitand it wastooflat,”
hesays. “But thenIgothere and walked
around thecircuit: Ithinkitis goingtobe
apretty interesting track for the World
Rallycross Championship to watch from.
Thefirstturn, for example, is greatand
thefanscangetclosetothecarsatthe
back of the track and where thejumpis.”

Peugeot Sport boss Bruno Famin was
alsopresentattheevent,and herealised
thatthe venueitself could beahuge
boost forthe sport.

“Thisisnotmy first experience of
Silverstone, we won here in the World
Endurance Championship with the
Peugeot 908 HDi FAP. For rallycrossit’s
my first time. Silverstoneisamythical
place for motorsport and thisidea to build

rallycross circuitsin first class and world
class circuitslike in Barcelonaand now
Silverstone,Ithinkisa very goodidea.

“Youhaveall theinfrastructure, you
have everything. It’sgood on thetrack,
itlooksnice. The grandstandis very
good, you can see everything. Maybe
thetrack could bea bitfasterin a straight
line-therearenoreal straight parts—
butit’sagreatpleasuretoracehere
in Silverstone.”

Theatmosphere atthe event was
superb and thefacilitieslived up toall
that Faminrequired. However, there
were some concerns about the circuit
itself and particularly the surface.

It wasn’tall the fault of the circuit’s
creatorseither, asracer and multiple
Britishrally champion Mark Higgins
pointed out.

“Itcouldn’tbe a worse time of yearto
try out the circuitand the conditions
were dreadful as well, soit was difficult
foreveryone,” he says. “Thereis the clay
ontop of the surface, but the tyresjust
aren’tdigging through toanythingso
the organisers definitely need to get
somethingabitharder onthere.

“Idon’thave much experience of
rallycross, butitisnotreally a spectacle
when you have to go at five miles-per-
hour because of the clay surface. If
we can get a hard-packed surfaceonit,
thenIthinkitwillbegreat.”

Timmy Hansen, who finished runner-
up inthefinal (seereport, page 28) agreed.
“Thetrack was very bad when it was
rainingandIthink they have quitea
lot of work to do on the circuit before
we come here for the Speedmachine
weekend. But thelayoutisfine,soas
longasthey putagood effortin, it can be
agoodraceinthesummer,” says Hansen.

“The venueisbeautiful, with the wing
building, butonthetrack 'm missinga
circuit. Ithink they need to build some
walls and some kerbs toreally makea
venue out of the whole rallycross track.
Thejumpis good and thereisalot of
overtakingpossibilities, sothereisalot of
potential todoit great here, theyjust need
toput their minds together.”

Thenewness of the track was
somethingthat Sebastien Loeb says
jarred slightly, but he also bemoaned
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thelack of high-speed sections. Coming
overthestartlineand towards the
opening corner, thecarsareathigh
speed, but the rest of the challenge
ismoretechnical.

“The circuitis OK but for meit’snot
fastenough,” says Loeb. “Like most of
thetracks, it would be more interesting
if we could have some very fast sections
where we have somefast corners, likein
fifth gear with a straight behind, so we
could maybe hope to have some more
overtakingpossibilities.

“Hereit [overtaking] will not be easy,
Ithink there are some opportunitiesin
some places, but not easy.Idon’t know if
it’s possible to do some changes [before
the World RX round], maybe the track is
like this. Also, we don’thave any kerbs at
themoment, it’sjustlikeanatural track.”

Despite the freshness of the track—
which was always going to be the case
astheorganisers prepare for an
event whichisstill two months away —
Bakkerud says he enjoyed the challenge
of the 972-metre circuit, whichismade
up of 60 per cent on thelooseand
40 per centonasphalt.

“Inthe wet, like we have had this
weekend, the track is very muddy and
greasy,” says Bakerrud. “Itisthe
material that they have used for the
circuitanditisnot whatIlike.Iguessit
changesfrom driver to driver, but with
somuch mudonthetrack you can’t
control the car —sometimes under
braking, youareacceleratingbecause
thereissuchlittle grip. Sometimes,
too, the carisrotating by itself.

“Butif itisdry, Ireckon there will be
alotof flow in the circuitand Ilike the
jump, particularly because you have a
cornerrightafterit which makesitareal
test,and Ithink the jokerlapis pretty
cool. Between turns two and three, you
have to have a pretty good rhythm there
to go quickly. The demands are high and
Ithink you will really see a difference
between the fast and the slow guys here.”

The scene has been set. The dry-run
hashappened and the next thingis for
the World championship to descend on
Silverstone. With all the lessons learned
from last weekend’s curtain-raiser, the

| venueisready totake the next step. B
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Bakkerud was a
fan of the layout

I;oor weather didn . help the circuit to bed down
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British Rallycross
Championship
By Hal Ridge

Organiser: BARC/LHMC Where: Silverstone When: March 17
Starters: 79

Long-time British Rallycross
Championship Supercarracer
Andy Grant takes great pride in the
presentation and preparation of his
ex-Will Gollop Ford Focus. But the
season wasn’t even a lap old when
his orange machine received its first
cracked rear bumper of the year, in
the firstround of the series at
Silverstone on Saturday.

Grant wasn’t concerned about the
minor contact: afterall,ithad been
received without malice. For the opening
third of that first qualifyingrace, Grant
had fended off the attentions of one of
the greatestdrivers of the generation
and the most successful rally driver of
alltime, Sebastien Loeb.

Unsurprisingly, driving a works-run
Peugeot 208 WRX Supercar, Loeb moved
intothelead onlap twoand won the
qualifyingrace, but the smile on Grant’s
faceback in the paddock told its own
story. Conditions early in the day on
Silverstone’snew rallycross circuit were
treacherously slippery, as temperatures
failed torise above freezingfor the
duration of the encounter. The track
only dried outlaterin the afternoon as
thefalling snow abated briefly.

Four World Rallycross Championship
contendersentered the British RX
opener to prepare for the forthcoming
World RX round at Silverstonein May,
and it wasnew EKS Audi Sport signing

Andreas Bakkerud who dominated
qualifying, setting the fastest timein
each of the three qualifying sessions to
sittop of the Intermediate Classification.
However, he was beaten in semi-final one
by Loeb’s team-mate, Timmy Hansen.

While he made a strong challenge for
thelead of thefinal at thefirst corner,
Bakkerud wound up third at the finish.
Hansen alsomade a challenge for the
leadat Turn 1, edging ahead of histeam-
mate, the pair running wide, allowing
Bakkerud theinsideline.

Loebmanaged tomaintain the
advantage but Hansen dropped to
third, fending off a challenge from
Julian Godfrey, the multiple British
RX champion fighting back from
troublesin the qualifyingraces.

AsLoebedged cleartoscore victory,
Hansen pressured Bakkerud for second
intheearly stages, before leapfrogging
the Norwegian by takingan earlier joker
lap. Godfrey had an untroubled runto
fourth and top British RX points (the
top three guest entries not eligible for
points), racinga Spencer Sport-run
Mitsubishi Mirage RX for the first time.

Steve Hill scored a solid resultin fifth
with hisreworked Mitsubishi Evo X,
while British RX Supercar newcomer
Roger Thomas was sixth.

Triple British Rally champion Mark
Higginsmade his Supercar debut but
wasforced out of contention inthe
final by a broken driveshaft, while
Kevin Procter retired on lap one with
technical troubles.

Jack Thornescored anemphatic
victoryinthe Supernational category,
racinga Super1600 specification Renault
Twingo. A Turn 2 spin dropped him to

BriSCA F1: BELLE VUE

Loeb powered clear for a comfortable victory in the final while Godfrey (inset) took maximum British points

thebottom of the order, butinastunning
drive, by the end of the third laphe had
movedback intothelead tohead home
fellow Super1600racer Paul Coney and
reigning Supernational champion
Tristan Ovenden. Marius Solberg
Hansen claimed a debut victoryinthe
Junior Rallycross series, ahead of
anotherrookie, Luke Constantine.
Simon Ovenden won the Swift Sport
final, Keifer Hudson claimed BMW
Mini victory and Chrissy Palmer

fended off World RX racer Kevin Eriksson
towinthe RX150final. James Harrold’s
returnto Retro Rallycross with his VW
Beetlealsoresulted in victory.

Results

MSA British Rallycross Championship (6 laps) 1 Sebastien
Loeb (Peugeot 208); 2 Timmy Hansen (Peugeot 208) +3.295s; 3
Andreas Bakkerud (Audi S1); 4 Julian Godfrey (Mitsubishi Mirage);
5 Steve Hill (Mitsubishi Evo); 6 Roger Thomas (Ford Focus).
Supernational Rallycross Championship (6 laps) 1 Jack
Thorne (Renault Twingo); 2 Paul Coney (Vauxhall Corsa)
+1.086s; 3 Tristan Ovenden (Renault Clio); 4 Tony Lynch (Ford
Ka); 5 Craig Lomax (Citroen C2); 6 Kirk Twyman (Renault Clio).
MSA Junior Rallycross Championship (6 laps) (All 1.3

Suzuki Swift) 1 Marius Solberg Hansen; 2 Luke Constantine
+0.693s; 3 James Constantine; 4 Tom Constantine; 5 Ben
Sayer; 6 Morgan Wroot.

Suzuki Swift Rallycross Championship (6 laps) 1 Simon
Ovenden; 2 Rob Shield +3.034s; 3 Tom Llewellin; 4 Morgan
Bailey; 5 Andrew Coley; 6 Dominic Flitney.

BMW Mini Rallycross Championship (6 laps) 1 Keifer
Hudson; 2 Martin Hawkes +2.017s; 3 Bradley Durdin; 4 David
Bell; 5 Rob Methold; 6 Leigh-Anne Sedgwick.

RX150 Rallycross Championship (6 laps) 1 Chrissy Palmer;
2 Kevin Eriksson +0.802s; 3 John Ward; 4 Nathan Heathcote;
5 Stephen Jones; 6 Dan Rooke.

Retro Rallycross Championship (4 laps) 1 James Harrold
(Volkswagen Beetle); 2 Steve Cozens (Citroen AX) +0.653; 3
Gary Dixon (Vauxhall Astra); 4 Stewart Bowes (Mini Clubman);
5 Steve Bowie (Vauxhall Chevette); 6 lan Biagi (Mini Clubman).

ROUND-UP

Dowson hattles his
way to the front

BriSCA F1: Belle Vue

By Colin Casserley

Organiser: Startrax Where: Belle \iue, Manchester
When: March 18 Starters: 29

Therecent poor weather might
have halted many sporting
eventsaround the country atthe
weekend, but even Mother Nature
could not stop John Dowson Jr
from winningthe opening BriSCA
F1final of the 2018 season at
Belle Vue on Sunday.

Dowson hasbecome the man to

beataround the Manchester track:

he won the last meeting of the 2017
season and all his four final wins
have come at the Kirkmanshulme
Road venue.

Inthe openinglaps of the event,
there were several incidents.

One of those took outearlyleader
Mark Sargentand Aaron Cozens
and thatallowed Luke Dennis to
assumethelead.

Dowson nudged his way ahead
before Frankie Wainman Jr
barged his way to the front at
the halfway point. A few laps
later, Wainman tangled with
abackmarker.

Thatleft him with front-end
damage which caused himtolose

Dowson tackled
Wainman Junior

control of hismachineonaturn.

Dowson seized his opportunity
and clattered into Wainman’s car,
causingtheraceleadertospinout
of contention. Dowson held on to
thelead for the remainder of the
race with Dennisfollowing him
homeinsecond. Lee Fairhurst
recovered from an early race
spinto claim third, crossing
theline with aflatleft-rear after
colliding with abackmarker on
thelastlap.

“They should runmoreraces
here,” joked Dowson. “Wehad a
couple of bits of luck. Isaw
Wainman had some damage and
wasjust waitingfor theright
time. Ilost power steering midway
through therace and wasjust
hopingIcould hold onattheend.”

Dennis was delighted with his
second place. “It wasabit hectic
atthestart,” hesaid. “Werebuilt
the engine over the winter and it
hasmadeabigdifference, togeta

podium makes upforallthe bad
luckThave hadinrecent years.”
Fairhurst, whowentontoadda
victory in the Grand National to
hisearlier heatrace win, said: “I
mighthavehad thatif Ididn’tget
spunoutearlyintherace, butl
was pleased torecover for third.”
Result
1 John Dowson Jr; 2 Luke Dennis; 3 Lee Fairhurst;
4 Paul Hines; 5 Ben Hurdman; 6 Danny Wainman;
T Frankie Wainman, Junior Jr; 8 Billy Johnson; 9
Eliot Smith; 10 Sam Makim.

Yorkshire Sports Car Club and
hard-working clerk of the course
Martin Grimwood had to change
venue twice for the Stuart
Butterfield Sporting Trial,
moving from Yorkshire to Cumbria
duetolandownerissues and then
from Gale Hall to the BTRDA Gold
Starvenue Edenhall due to snow.

Richard Sharp followed on
from the opening rounds to win the
coveted trophy. He dropped just
11 points following a three-way
tie atlunchtime.

Six hills were attempted four times
in bitter wind and sleet showers
with Sharp taking the win by four
points from Bryan Walker and top
live-axle runner Bob Packham, who
was driving the venerable Kincraft
built 40 years ago.

Walker was firstto slipupinthe
afternoon dropping a four, followed
by Packham on the final round.

That handed the win to Sharp

and his son Joe. Walker won the
intermediate live class. Stuart Beare
made the trip from Kent to take
fourth overall 10 points back from
another expertlive-axle winner Mike
Salton with class runner-up Brian
Thornton completing the top

10 overall. Barry Hogg won the
intermediate independent class

in sixth from John Cole in ninth.

NPTCC Club Chairman Andrew
Woodhead finished in eighth overall
just behind Boyd Webster, who

was top all-conquering Crossle
driver. The top seven overall were
alldriving different makes of cars.

The Stone Trough trial at Colstons
near Melmerby was due to take
place on the next day but overnight
snow forced the cancellation of
this event.

Multiple champion Steven
Ferguson won the Northern
Ireland Autotest at Cookstown
in County Tyrone on Saturday.

He finished clear of Ashley
Lamont by 14s atthe end ofa
bitterly cold day. David Thompson's
Vauxhall Nova took third ahead of
Paul Blair, whose two penalties
cost himthe runner-up spot.

Reigning title holder Paul
Mooney could only finish in sixth
position after three pylonsand a
broken driveshaft.

Results

Stuart Butterfield Sporting Trial

Organiser: Yorkshire Sports Car Club Where:
March 17 Where: Edenhall, Penrith Starters: 15.

1 Richard Sharp (Cartwright) 11 points; 2 Bryan
Walker (Jedi) 15 points; 3 Bob Packham (Kincraft);
4 Stuart Beare (Sherpa Indy); 5 Mike Safton
(Concord); 6 Barry Hogg (Hamilton); 7 Boyd
Webster (Crossle); 8 Andrew Woodhead (Jedi); 9
John Cole (Crossle); 10 Brian Thornton (Kincraft).
Dungannon MC Autotest

Organiser: Dungannon Mator Club Where: March
17 Where: Cookstown, County Tyrone Starters: 20.
1 Steven Ferguson (Mini-Nova Special) 559.8s;

2 Ashley Lamont (Westfield) +14.1s; 3 David
Thompson (Nova); 4 Paul Blair (Striker); 5 Robin
Lyons (Mini); 6 Paul Mooney (Mini-Nova Special);

7 James Wilson (Mini Special); 8 Jamie McMillan
(Nova); 9 Mark King (Nova); 10 Peter Grimes
(Mini-Nova Special).
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Hot Rod season loses
two rounds for 2018

The National Hot Rod season
will drop down to 12 rounds
after the opening two meetings
of the season were axed due

to poor weather.

The first round of the second
half of the 2017-2018 contest was
due to take place at Birmingham
Wheels on March 3, but that fell
victim to snow. The round at
Hednesford Hills, due to take
place on Sunday last week,
was also snowed off.

NHR boss Deane Wood said
that the events would not be
rescheduled. “You could come
up with dates, but you would
never get something that
would suit everyone,” he said.
“There will always be someone
who gets disadvantaged by
arearranged meeting and we

wanted to avoid that.

“Then thereis the dropped

scores situation - drivers have
to drop two rounds anyway,

so we are going to allow the
drivers to use one of the two
cancelled events as one of
their dropped scores.”

The championship, which

is beingled by Chris Haird,
will resume at Northampton
International Raceway on
Good Friday (March 30).

The jump at Silvrstone thwrted Higgins n the B n
Higgins confirmed for full British RX season

Triple British Rally champion

Mark Higgins has announced an

expanded deal torace in the
full British Rallycross
Championship this year.
Higginshad originally
planned to contest atleast the
opening two rounds, but his
full campaign has now been

confirmed. He will be backed
by Eddie Stobart. The logistics
firm previously supported the
Manxman to a pair of British
Rally crowns.

“It’sfantastic to be back in
Eddie Stobart colours after
such a successful relationship,
winning two British
championships together 12 years
ago,” said Higgins, whois driving
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By MattJames

A new closed-road hillclimb will
take place at Watergate Bay in
Cornwall in September thisyear.
Theevent has been jointly organised by
Truro and District Motor Club, Newquay
Auto Club and Plymouth Motor Club.
Itwill start outside the Watergate Bay
Hotel and run on the B3276, the stretch
between Padstow and Newquay, over a

distance of 720 metres.

& Itisthefirsthillclimb totake advantage

of thenew closed-road legislation which

allows motor clubs to organise events

a¥  withtheblessing of the governingbody,
the Motor Sports Association, and the

local councils.

A maximum of 90 cars will be able
tocompete on the September 15/16
hillclimb. The event is the brainchild
of Dave Brenton, competition secretary
at Truro DMC. He will also be deputy
event director of the Watergate Bay

Speed Hillclimb.

®  Hesaid: “We’ve had great help over
4 thepastfive yearsfromlan Davis, the
MSA’sRegional, Rallies and Cross
Country executive, and excellent
supportfortheeventfromlocal
businesses and landowners. We hope the
event will provide areal end-of-tourist-
season boost tothelocaleconomy.”

Simon Blunt, MSA general secretary,
said: “Within a year of announcingthe
success of our campaign for closed roads,
we’ve been able toissue a permit for the
third event, the Watergate Bay Speed
Hillclimb, which shows areally
encouraging early uptake from our

eventorganising clubs.

local charities.

CLOSED-ROAD HILLCL
o] AN FOR CORNWALL

Challenge:

N
the course

w3

“What’s particularly excitingis that
thethree eventsrepresent different
types of motorsportin various parts of
the country. Welook forward to being
partof each one,and toreceivingeven
more applications for new eventsin other
areasof England and alsoin Wales.”

Allproceedsfromthe event willgoto

 Coastal roa

d.t0 be closed off for, hillclimb on 2 public road

.\\Q _.‘

The new event will use road next to Newquay airport

aPeugeot 208 Supercar prepared
and run by students from Bolton

University’s NCME this year.
Higgins qualified for the
final at Silverstone’s opening
round last weekend and was
classified seventh after
breaking a driveshaft.
“Silverstone was a positive
weekend despite the result,”
added Higgins. “The car was
working well, we qualified well
and had good starts all day. In
thefinal I knew what we had to
do and was keepingitnice and
neat behind [Julian] Godfrey,
waiting for the joker, but
unfortunately just landing off

the jumpitlookslike a driveshaft
broke and that was the end of it.”

New American series to head to the UK

The promotor of the World
Rallycross Championship,
IMG, haslaunched anew
Americanrallycross series—
andit will have an overseas
roundinthe UK.

The Americas Rallycross
Championship will run over
four roundsin 2018. Thefirst
event willjoin the British round
of World RX at Silverstone on
May 25/26, while additional
ARXroundswillrunatthe
Canadianand American
rounds of World RXin Trois-
Rivieres (August4/5)and
Austin (September 29/30).

The fourth event, which will
alsobeheldin America, is yet
tobeannounced.

Inabreakaway from the
American-based Global
Rallycross Championship,
manufacturers Volkswagen
of Americaand Subaru of
Americahavealready signed
upfortheseries.

VWisexpected tofield
Supercars for former GRC
champions Scott Speed and
Tanner Foust run by Andretti
Autosport, while the Vermont
Sports Car-operated Subaru
programme will run former
World Rally drivers Patrik
Sandell and Chris Atkinson.

The GRCrevealed lastmonth
thatitwouldn’tincludea
headline Supercar category
in2018. M N understands that

American Rallycross Championship will have four rounds

the manufacturers previously
involved in the series—
Volkswagen, Subaruand
Honda-had withdrawn
their participation prior to
theannouncement.
“Volkswagen of America,in
conjunction with our technical
partner Andretti Autosport,
intendstoenter ARXin 2018

with afactory-supported
supercarrallycross team,”

said Volkswagen experiential
marketing director, GregLucia.
“Weare very excited about the
future of rallycrossin North
Americaandlook forward to
finalising all details withIMG
and working closely with them
tohelpmake ARX asuccess.”

Harris to return to British RX at Lydden Hill

British RX Supercarracer Jake
Harris will returntothe series
forround two at Lydden Hillon

theDS3at Lydden,Ican’t wait
togetback ontrack,” said
JakeHarris.

Harriswill return to British Rallycross at Lydden Hill at Easter

Easter Monday, racing hisfather
Steve’s Citroen DS3 Supercar.
Hewillbeusingthe samecar he
used full-timelast year. Having
missed the openinground at
Silverstone last weekend, Harris
will be joined by brother Brett
atLydden Hill, who willracein
the RX150class. The pairare
expectingtocompetein
selected events this season.
“I'mreally happy toberacing

Dad Steve Harris, a Supercar
racer until the end of 2016, isalso
planningtoraceinselected
events. Harris Srand LD
Motorsports owner Liam Doran
collaborated to buy the Mini RX
projectfrom JRM Racingatthe
end of last year. LD Motorsports
isworkingon the development
of the Prodrive-built cars,
including the installation of
atwo-litre ‘custom’ engine.
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Stage set for an epic struggle

Melbourne on Sunday morning will answer a lot of questions

The lap times have been studied, the long-run pace dissected and the tyre options equalised. But, it seems,
there are plenty of unknowns heading in to the opening grand prix of the season in Australia this weekend.
What is certain is that if either Merc's Lewis Hamilton or Ferrari's Sebastian Vettel claims the crown, it will elevate them to
the same level as the legend Juan Manuel Fangio. That in itself is motivation enough, and you can argue that both men
deserve that prestige. Those pesky Red Bulls have the smart money at the moment as being the biggest obstacle to the VE i
multiple champions, and that should add a fresh element of excitement. And how much work has McLaren done to put (A il : ——
itself back in the game? There is only one way to find out: wake up early on Sunday. 1 1B (IR
@ Silverstone's maiden rallycross meeting on Saturday was a huge success. Sure, Sebastien Loeb’s presence in the
factory Peugoet sent alot people through the gate, but the reaction to it was huge. It will only grow, and the World
Rallycross Championship eventin May will be one of the events of the season. Make sure you are there.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @Matt]JIMINews)
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: Penalty precedent

: The stewards’ decision to penalise

Sebastien Ogier 10 seconds brought Rally

: Mexicointoastate of farce.

:  Theregulations for this event did not

: containaspecific penalty for hittinga

: chicaneor other stage ‘furniture’. If the

: rally organisers had wanted to change

: theregulations during the event, then

: theyneeded toissue a written amendment

: which every competitor would have to

: sign. The organisers did notdo soin

: respect of stage penalties.

¢ Whathappened was a Citroen driver

clipped a flower pot on the apex of a corner

: onthe Leon street stage—he gotno penalty.

! AHyundaidriver clipped three elements

: of the chicane on the firstrunningof

: the Las Minas stage (SS21)-no penalty.
The organisers then requested that

: competitors remainin their official

: running order for the powerstage and

: that they should not hit the chicane.

: Tomy understanding this wasnota

: written amendment.

. AToyotadriver and a Hyundai driver ran

out of sequence on the power stage-no

: penalties. Ogier, having checked before the

: powerstage that there would be no penalty

: forhitting the chicane, nudged one of the

: elements of the chicane on the powerstage.

¢ Retrospectively the stewards applied a

: 10-second penalty, which lost him four

: championship points.

:  Ibelieve Ogier took trouble to abide by

: theregulations. Itismy view that neither

: the event organisers nor the stewards

: followed the correct procedures. Thisis

: notgood for the stature of the World

: Rally Championship.

: Andrew Bodman

! Viaemail

: Too many events
: Afterreading Jack Benyon’srecentarticle
: about ‘Why rallying must cut the number
: of events’ here are my thoughts.
: Ithink thishasbeen aproblem for many
: many years, Jack, and you arerightin
: bringingthisto the fore.
:  If neighbouring motor clubs got together
and created one fantasticrally instead of
: tryingtoorganise two or even three
: different eventsinthe year and then the
. costs could be spread equally between the
: clubsand any profits can be put back into
: each clubto generate and help with further
: recruitment and training for marshals.
: This would be on top of what the governing
: body, the MSA, currently does.
. Theforestsroads would also be in tip-top
condition due toreduced usage and the
: coststorepair them would be less. Maybe
: this would not be good news for Rally4Wales
: asitwould only have one event toredo

z . ES : theroads afterwards as opposed to two,
== e = : however it would (potentially) rejuvenate

Neil Kirby, taken at a Silverstone test A hillclimbing monster, from Stephen Lister : entriesandrallyingin the United Kingdom.
: Chris Evans
: Viaemail

DVISIT THE NEW MN WEBSITED > > WWW.MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK]
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TV GUIDE

Some of the archive footage
includedin the Great History
of the 24 Hours of Le Mans
seriesis simply breathtaking
and transports you back in
time to a very different era.
In this week’sfirst instalment
the focusison 1981
(Wednesday, 2200-2230hrs).
That was a significant race
asitmarked the startof a
period of unparalleled
domination for Porsche after
the manufacturer lost out to
Rondeau the previous year.
For somethinga bit
different,immediately after

NASCAR Cup:
Martinsville

M Race: Sunday, 1730hrs,
Premier Sports

Ec) motorsport.tv

Porsche wasback onforminthe 1981 Le Mans 24 Hours contest

are highlights of the third
round of the RallyX on Ice
series (Wednesday, 2230-
2330hrs). With the likes of
IndyCar champion Josef
Newgarden and a host of
World Rallycross stars taking
part, the series has attracted

pointin the season. Butif you
merge those two disciplines
together you get endurance
rallying—and there’s some of
that on the box this week too.
TheLe Jograllyisa
notoriously tricky contest and
on Saturday (1600-1700hrs) you

astunningentry and the can catch an hour’s worth of
penultimate event at Alin highlights from the event that
Norway marked a crucial took place late last year.

Bustralian : EFP3:Saturday, . Rustralian
Grand Prix : 0245-0410hrs : Grand Prix
Sky Sports : MAQualifying: : Channel 4
I'I,‘ll? : Saturday, : HD

M Drivers’ press  0555-0740hrs : highlights
conference: Thursday, : MF1Show:Saturday, : BMQualifying:
0400-0500hrs : 0740-0810hrs : Saturday,
HFP1:Friday, : HRace:Sunday, : 1300-1450hrs
0030-0245hrs : 0610-0830hrs : Race: Sunday,

B FP2: Friday, : MHighlights:Sunday, : 1430-1715hrs

0445-0745hrs

NEXT WEEK

1 0910-1125hrs

: Fiestaseasonbegins at Brands Hatch meeting this weekend

: RACING

: SATURDAY

: HOultonPark, Cheshire

: BRSCC meeting: FF1600,

: Porsches, ST-XR Challenge, Karts

: Starts racing from 1305hrs

: (qualifying from 0830hrs) Admission
: adult£16,under 13free Web

¢ msv.com Contact 0843 453 9000

: mKirkistown, NIreland

i 500MRCI meeting: Ford Fiesta

: Zetec, FF1600, Saloon/GT, Formula

: Vee, Ginetta Junior Starts racing from
¢ 1300hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)

¢ Admission adult £15 child free Web
¢ kirkistown.com

SATURDAY/SUNDAY

LIVE F1

BMW Compact, Fiesta, Fiesta Junior,
: MultiMarques, 206 GTi, Nippon

: Challenge, ToyotaMR2 Classic,

: ToyotaMR2, Tricolore Trophy Starts
: Saturday, racing from 1230hrs

: (qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday,

: racing from 1050hrs (qualifying from
¢ 1000hrs) Admission adult £16,

: under 13 free Web msv.com Contact
: 08434539000

: mSilverstone, Northants

: BARC meeting: Classic FF1600,

EBrands Hatch, Kent
BRSCC meeting: F1000, Mazda
MX-5, Mazda MX-5 Super Series,
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: Clio Cup Junior, Mighty Minis, Junior
: Saloons, Hyundai Coupe, Pre '66

i Touring Cars, Pre'83 Group 1 Touring
Cars, Pre '93 Touring Cars, Pre '03

: Touring Cars, Pre '05 Touring Cars,

: Blue Oval Saloons, Classic and

: Historic Thunder Saloons Starts

+ Saturday, racing from 1205hrs

¢ (qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday, :
! racingfrom 0930hrs Admission £15 :
: Websilverstone.co.uk Contact :
i 08704588260

: RALLY

: SATURDAY

: EDolgellau, Gwynedd

: Rally North Wales

: Starts 0801hrs Admission free
: Web rallynorthwales.co.uk

: BCountyTipperary

: Limerick ForestRally

: Starts 0920hrs Admission free
Web limerickmc.ie

! SPORTING SCENE

. SUNDAY

: mBlyton, Linc

: BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross

: Championship

: Starts 0900hrs Admission TBC

¢ Web clubmansrallycross.weebly.com

i Listings correctattime of press
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HILL CLIVMIB & SPRINT FEATURE

See website for WISCOMBE|PARK
dates and info HILLCLIMB

SPEED CHAMPIONSHIP

SPRINTS & HILL CLIMBS

6MAY  ROUND T CURBOROUGH SPEED TRIALS

13 MAY  ROUND 2 WISCOMBE PARK HILL CLIMB

16 JUNE ROUND 3 BROOKLANDS SPRINT

1 JULY ROUND 4 SHELSLEY WALSH HILL CLIMB

4-5AUG ROUND 5 PRESCOTT SPEED HILL CLIMB | -

18 AUG  ROUND 6 SPRINT at GOODWOOD B i N A SO M Book on-line @
8SEPT  ROUND 7 LOTON PARK HILL CLIMB 5 .. . \gWwiscombepark.co.y

9 SEPT ROUND 8 LOTON PARK HILL CLIMB

22 SEPT__ ROUND 9 SNETTERTON SPRINT Events include roadgoing saloons & sports, vintage,
29 SEPT  SEASONFINALE ~ PRESCOTT LONG COURSE motorcycles and of course single-seater racing cars.

www.VSCC.co.uk . . .
- FREE Parking - FREE Paddock Entry - FREE Accompanied children under 14
' Bonhams Admission: £10 Except - Vintage £12 (May 13th) & British Championships £13 (july 29th)
:M/‘ﬂ/ﬂ/j fTIn)

s /| HAGERTY Sz Wiscombe Park Hill Climb - Devon EX24 6JE
www.wiscombepark.co.uk

WISCOMBE PARK

Historic Engine Specialists
FPord Cosworth BDA/BDG,

Lotus Twin Cam, BLW N1O0

Love motorsport? Want to give it a try?

We’'ll teach you how to drive one of the most widely
used motorsport venues in the country in your own car.
Only £145. So what's stopping you?

For details; contact David on 07792 164922

email sprintschool@curborough.co.uk Or go to

www.curborough.com and look at the sprint school tab. Craig Beck Racing Ltd

g i CURBOROQUGH T: 07876 221 932
‘@%Q?F Paul Mattl_.] /N E: craig@craigbeckracing.co.uk

Lo
SPr
7 SPRINT COURSE

www.craigbeckracing.co.uk
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Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT
- i @;‘

Motorsport News Classified Brand New Private Seller Rates If you wish to advertise in the Address for advertising Important If you are a trade advertiser this must be
offers a fantastic opportunity to Lineage: Motorsport News Classified please The publishers reserve the right to refuse indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
: . s advertisements and do not accept liability for are also reminded that they are responsible for
advertise to a uniquely motorsport 25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat) call 0203 4058 110 or € j P Y complying with legal requi N iy i
: i : i = i . clerical or printers errors. plying with legal requirements currently in
based audience. Advertising with 25 words + Picture = £3$ (£42inc vat) email mnads@motorsport.com Motorsport News Advertising Terms for approved accounts strictly net within force. . . .
us puts your advert right in front Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat) Deadline: Mondays at 12noon 1 Eton Street, 30 days. The advertisers name and address fs'x Wee'l‘lst!“’“‘;e P”°;t° jssue dattel;ﬁ?/“"sdl
i : : . must accompany all advertisements, whether fo or cancellation ot any advertisement. eroal
ofa very hands on and involved 5:011(;‘(’)11?1:1\’7::)‘1 Box Advert (subject to change on Bank Holiday Richmond, p:blication opr ng’t. e v e confirmation taken on the phone is binding.
motorsport market. . Weeks) TW9 1AG Any advertisement received too late for publication .
£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat) Payment: Cheques and postal and any advertisement received too late for Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Private seller Offer orders should be made payable to inclusion in the current issue will automatically be ~1erms of atcceptance of advertising are available
25% off when you book for 4 weeks Autosport Media UK Ltd inserted in the next available issue. on request.

AND ACCESSORIES

www.kaylan.co.uk
< HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll

’ The winning
formula in high

performance plastic... FABRICAGESS | | ot

=3
S : \
/g (Alloywheelrepairs.com
o/ - Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
o wheels and castings.

Roce ExhhhoaolrsE=s

- Wheels chemically stripped, fne bead
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ... blasted and powder coated.

- Wheels inserted and PCD and ofset

Follow Us Like Us altered.
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts [ Chevette ]

01753532222 // s,'mpso" Exha"sts - Manufacturers of cars and components

to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

spec.

Full range of engine components for: ROLLCAGE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE - 40 years of experience to share.
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM Tubular Steal Bending & Fabrication

LOTUS 900-SERIES Aoll Cages with over 20 years Experience IA“ JEMISON

VAUXHALL XE Your Safety is our Priority
VAUXHALL ECOTEC From Road to Race, Autograss to Rally, E“G I N EERI N G
Historic to Current Day
ROVER K-SERIES

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,

Call or buy online! BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

Q E DM OTO R S P ORT 7 CO L U K For friendly helpful advise col t Peter Folbigg
?;:?:ilg:li;g?nail.com f 0 1 9 0 4 7 0 3 8 6 3
01509 412 317]C 3

We supply a
comprehensive range of

Wl rl n g wiring products for repair,

modification or complete

P rod u Cts rewire to your vehicle

Hawk and Carbotech
motorsport compounds

f":rh@fnrh'"

HAWK =

QECCCIVC T W LYYYYyY . www.cambridgemotorsport.com
' Cambrid ge sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

‘Motorsport Parts

%2 INSURANCE

INSURANCE BROKIRS

POLICIES FOR
v" COMPETITION CARS

v RALLY & RACE CARS

v" SERVICE VEHICLES Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Aulirority 9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.
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MARI{ETPLACE

——

Ec-r- -V t:.lorspnrt

sp

THE UK'S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIES:™

99599
PROJ EC‘.T PROJECT

CME

C -:‘ ..‘I
Nsa([aamm1

Y...ﬂll'

H.III.'IANKM.WQI *ﬁ;‘ N s
[H300mm x W300mm =
xl.soomm] - —_—

-

PES599%99 o | £209.99

ll PROJECT  PROJECT
CMB-FT015 b .
CUSTOM ,
MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm OUTLET M
F FILLEFI NECK +STRAPS [EAFFLED] WAH.ETEWITH BLIILT IN LEVEL SENSCIFl [BAFFLED] =

"_...compbrake.com

& "“E? MARDI GRAS
/7 77 MOTORSPORT
THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

SVIOTORSPORT

If you would like to advertise
your products ox

services here please email

Ben.kavanagh@ _ Parformance Istruments

— SCHRICK:
motorsport_com @ e -0 0-poo-0n e
—— VARLEY RED YOP

0203 405 8109 e = [ AN ()
- RACING [l

CALL FOR MORE INFO 20 BRUNEL CLOSE Email:info@mardigras.co.uk
01327 858 006 DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk
DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk
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MARKETPLACE

//NW\\
= [ede I T TR = GLENCOE

BUY GENUINE PRODUCT
Quality ~ Reliablity m Distributor,
www.glencoeltd.co.uk

{»" £30.89 IS & ™ (* £72.79

POSICIELOW/RUMBS) L S |
S0 CYLINDRICALYRUMBS:
= EFFICIENT

* QUIET OPERATION » SOLID STATE ELECTRICS

C, o
* CORROSION RESISTANT * ROBUST DESIGN
* 6,000 HRS LIFE CYCLE ‘ * CLEANABLE FILTER ?

_ - ELECTRICAL SURPRESSION
G
B, " £37.52 <
4{;»0"* £44.90 g
N GUEE PURIP [T - comract), LA * 7 Y mE82.43
B Pune MOISTURE PROTECTION SRNCYLINDRICALIRUM B KIS
» 6,000 HRS LIFE CYCLE “» Al (—
* FUEL UNION = W “ 1mtr SUCTION HEIGHT

= FILTER UNION B S #~ " 2 BRASS 90 DEG. UNIONS
4 * 100HRS SALT SPRAY TEST i o )
* SOFT MOUNT KIT : - = 1 RUBBER MOUNTING KIT

N,
- ,* REPLACEMENT FILTER
T

J PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @ 20% Tel: +44(0)1784 493 555 Email: sales@glencoelid.co.uk

SPORTSIAR CLUB

The Classic Sports Car Club organises friendly
club racing with an emphasis on great value for
money and high driving standards. We race at the
best circuits in the UK and abroad, with simple
regulations and class structures.

Highlights for 2018:

New Bike-engined group in Gold Arts
Magnificent Sevens.

I I O I O RS PO R I Multiple races at Spa Francorchamps
including the Spa 3 Hours race.

FO R CA RS O F ALL AG ES Open Series races at Magny-Cours, France.

New forced induction race series Motorsports
School Turbo Tin Tops, for Supercharged and
Turbocharged front wheel drive cars.

b

\ ‘1‘“‘ .-5.."#
R
\ pa—

'
-

L
- 3 a
— AW VAR R AR & . T i '

SERIES The Motorsports School

Classic Sports Car Club
Tel: 01225 810655

www.classicsportscarclub.co.uk G B G Sarroning
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MARKETPLACE

o
Dﬂlly De“q FREE! Rally Design 2018 Moforsporit Catalogue!

Available from our website www.rallydesign.co.uk

See
RALLY
DESIGN AT
NEW,
PRODUGIS
2017/38 RO UBE MIT

STONELEIGH Zanx HOLIDAY WEEKEND SUNDAY 6TH & MONDAY 7TH MAY 2018

BLACKLINE GAS
CHARGED.
INSERTS | Page 82

ESCORT WING
BADGES

FORD TRIM CLIPS
& GROMMETS

Page 96-100 )

CALIPER
CARRIER

g
\\\m 52mm SMOKE LENS
5 \

GAUGES

Escort Mk1 & 2

ot
N |

aqa S5 g

MATCHING TACHO & SPEEDO

LOW PRICE BLACKLINE HELICAL ATB’s
ENGLISH, ATLAS, SIERRA 7, FORD FWD,
MX5, FOCUS ST170

60mm ‘STEPPER |
SWEEP' GAUGES

SPECIAL
TACHOMETERS _, —

ATLAS AXLE
PARTS

ATLAS &
PLATELSD |

ENGLISH
PLATE LSD

ATLAS INTO ENCL!SH PARTS
Inc. Heavy Duty Halfshafts

CASTOR/CAMBER
GAUGE
MOUNT

Page 177

INFRA RED
THERMOMETER, | Page 177
Up to 500°C

VAG SPECIAL
TOOLS

LEVELLER
Page 189

Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888 www. rﬂ"ydesfgn.co, vk vniT 4, sT. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2Q)
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TRANSPORTERS

L o g

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

T

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
S0O21 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS

WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND

Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS
Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs
PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON

SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE

Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
T: 0044(0)2885549851

www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford Trailers Limited ® 14 Great Central Way ® Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPS)
and many more...
01527908676 | www.phoe

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST
GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS w.

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!
GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
jput together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

05 Mo

For more infi email: ] com

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com

(€ 9:4:4:10).4 4

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

www.mcrracecars.co.u

" phane, 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

@, MARDIGRAS

i\ W MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACEWEAR

e eviear

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

N | . " o *2

RACE&RALLY
PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

_ MOTORSPORT —

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists -

eEmbroidery %
rint
©Quick Turnaround

®Min Order Only 4
® No Logo Set Up Fees

www.logomeup.co.u 73

1o

 Performance Tuning Specialists
© 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
 Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

— Northampton
2 Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

(€ 9:9:3:10).4 4

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

RACE & RALLY PARTS

ales@part-box.com

[=] %=1
P

Performance and Tuning Parts

1) wreLmne [HK[S cusco .

RACE & RALLY PARTS

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥? Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L ivimgy e Wigh Tife
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

WHEELS & TYRES

Rally & Race Gearboxes,
GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

: 01782280136 F:01782268913
E: sales{@eliteracingtransmissions.com

Transmissions

sisit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

www.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh

Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

Pt 3 3
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS
Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Abbey Gunner

Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8131

E: abbey.gunnex@motorsport.com




FERODO

/-
[D) ECELERATION

/‘
M ODULATION

THE DRIVER'S
PAD

FERODO RACING BRAKE PAD‘Sf

developed and engineered to perform in all four phases of the braklng event.

5 -
In addition to the bite and deceleration expected
from a world class race pad, Ferodo pads offer
the superior modulation and instantaneous release
for maximum exit speeds.

® MOGUL www.fenWracing.com

Circuit Supplies (UK) Ltd, Unit 8, Eden Cou
Eden Way, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 4FY SELECTED RANGE NOW AVAILABLE

Tel: 01525 385 888 ¢ Fax: 01525 385 898 THERMALLY BEDDED
info@circuitsupplies.com
www.circuitsupplies.com




