SURE, WELL...
DURING MY
OBSERVATION
| OF THE FIELDS, I
/ | HAD THE FEELING
| | THAT THE EARTH

| | RESEMBLES

...THE IDEA OF I DON'T
A SEED INSIDE REALLY
IT JUST CAME KNOW.
TO MIND... WHEN T
REALIZED THE
) EARTH IS A

MOTHER...

S0, 1 STARTED
TO IMAGINE HOW

FEEL BEFORE
SPROUTING...

COouLD You
EXPLAIN TO
Uus YOUR
INTERPRETATION
OF THIS THEME?

THE SEED WOLLLD

T NOTICED THAT
THE EARTH ALLOWS | g
PLANTS TO GROW,
WHICH, IN TURN, ARE
EATEN BY INSECTS
AND ANIMALS
TO SURVIVE...

- 4




N
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HEY! TO
RELATE THE
THOUGHTS

OF A SEED IN
THE EARTH?

=

THAT'S ﬁ\
ORIGINAL. )
/ :

f
A1 /7%

GG

I WOULD NEVER

HAVE THOUGHT

ABOUT WHAT A
SEED COULD FEEL!

=~

=N

KNOW WHY, BUT
WORKING IN THE
FIELDS AFTER THIS
WILL BE MORE
INTERESTING.

POOR LITTLE

SPROUTS!

~T7

Lt~ Sheknew =
r;i’\ﬁ'-.\-- how to portray ——
;,/\ Xi\ even the heart S

\'\'."l" | 1‘ il ] =
N R i /)y ~\ of a seed!

W\ Y 3\

N ///, 7
=N ’ IR M P
> ltireand ~=—7A\"} Z
g strugale fo — | would have Z
- createwmy = - hever thought =
_  Character. U= foplaya seed
7 intheearth!  ~
N\
N
All she 'ff Maya always
needs is a —— gets the essence

hunch! of the subject!
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YOU'VE DONE "V,
= acrear [

/ 7, 0B, MAYA &\
f AND AN, \\\ -
' -
| { LU \\_‘~|

...WIND,

\ \

FIRE, WATER,
EARTH... N

~
R
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L
lid

( 5 REGARDING
THE STUDIES FOR
THE CRIMSON
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. ¢ ) THISPART (&
) L HAS ENDED! >




THERE IS ONLY
ONE THING LEFT
FOR YOU TO ACT
IN THIS PLACE.

@ﬁ \\\A»’ %!h"' ‘ FOLLOW
Im\&)r ' ; Me!







wo | THE COSTUME — 2 ————— f Y
= AND THE MASK T i DT e | i
I MY USED ON THE STAGE | . i WHAT - (1
IR IN 7HE crimson I . I ARE L]
‘ GODDESS. =4 1| THESE?

THIS
S\ EVEN NOW, IS THE

HOW N IT TAKES Mg || COSTUME
NOSTALGIC! THE BACK TO THOSE OF THE
OVATIONS, THE TIMES. T MADE || CRIMSON
- 74 FORGETTABLE

1 MEMORIES

BACK THEN.




7 MH
|
THE a

R ~ DO You
SN [ uwoersTane
is™HE || WHY T MADE

SPIRIT THAT | YOU INTERPRET

|
/

GOVERNS | gy  THE ELEMENTS?

/

You SHOULD
HAVE ALREADY
UNDERSTOOD
THE CRIMSON
GODDESS.

£
| You WILL BE

INTERPRETING
THEM WITHIN THIS 15 A
A WEEK. PART OF THE
CRIMSON
\GE GOPPESS'

J YOU'LL STAGE WILL Y /)
| SEE THAT THE BE THE .. 7/
| STUDIES YOU'VE | VALLEY OF |

| UNDERGONE | THE PLUM e

budec ‘ (/ / ,//'/. \

) 4 A, 7 7 //;’,’ \
| WILL BE USEFUL | TREES. y /4 W/ 7,
TO Youl. \ Y AL




{ The lines
of The

Crimson
Goddess...

\

ol :;}' one against the other, "]

P e and their conflict
destroys everything...

p

o’ & o "
%. ..  Their dance is ever
more terrifying.

The spirits of the.gods i il
'y are agitated. o
> From the two whirlpools, "

the flame of war emerges, &0
spreading hatred and suffering. o

0

& 2

One after another, =S 5“?:({

the pearls of life disappeanj.ag dP;’j ~

ST

i They stir and stir, ; Crimson Goddess:

Who calls for me?
Is it the echo of the forest?
The silence of the night?

No, it is the stench of blood.

I see two eddies opposing each other.

The red whirlpool and

the white whirlpool, like two spinning tops

that wreak havoc upon the world.




I do not understand.

Why do humans fight one another?
Why do they spill blood and wreak destruction?

Do they not hear the voice of the heavens?
Do they not hear the cry of the earth?
Not hear the song of the gods who tend to lifes pearls,
binding together Heaven and Earth?

Why can they not see?

They bring naught but evil into the world.
How can they not understand that
sa = b ~ by allowing evil to taint their thoughts,
/ . = }bey seal their own fate?

Crimson Goddess: .., Oniosa:
i >  What a foolish thing! *" Humans believe .
e, Tl »" " onlyin that which : ~
Sl € But they do not see o their eyes can behold. '
C 4 that it is the hearts of [ 7 4
i-:‘.{-‘% the beacvenly ggdg awhich /Jx“ “:} & Only in that which S : . :._1
1. ™ __make them move, which | " i ¢ their ears can hear.

L &% e s ;
’;\"\‘}. % ,;f:’ 4% protect their lives..! | [ l
% L s ‘ ‘/’{ { o f

R
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Spread out across the land!
Spread your seeds wztb my blessmg’

Bloom, you
., crimson ﬂawers
of eternal life! LS

Grow! Grow tall and proud! Faster!

The tree and the spirit.

The spirit of
the Earth gods grows and
shows itself on the surface.

Here in this holy ground,
where gods thrive, I have
the shape of a plum tree.

; My s*trengtb spzrals
u]) towards the heavens,
rwatclnn‘g' over the creatures of
the Eartb and of the water...



=" the Crimson

The Crimson
Goddess!

W\

poriray i? vt NN

\\\ | 7 . \\\\ The spirit of “
‘\\\ 2 L SO\ 1 the goddess "
=\ Z that governs ——
— The Crimson _— nature.. It is ~=
—  Goddesst diffieut!
= How should | \\?\

What could
: Tsukikage-san have
/7. weant when she
~__ said those words?

How could the P
i : YOU SHOULD ==
interpretations HAVE ALREADY =
of the elements UNDERSTOOD =~ ——
THE CRIMSON ~_
GODDESS, %

help vs?




MADAME, ABOUT THE
INTEPRETATIONS OF OF
WIND, FIRE, WATER AND

TSUKIKAGE- |-

ALLOW EARTH... YOU SAY THAT
ME TO THE JOURNEY IS MORE
TRANSLATE. - IMPORTANT THAN THE

DESTINATION...

...BUT WHAT
DOES THAT MEAN
FOR THE GIRLS?

HE WOULD
LIKE TO KNOW
WHY YOU HAD

THE GIRLS
INTEPRET THE

THEMES OF

WIND, FIRE,

WATER AND
EARTH.

A
&

WIND REQUIRES AN
UINDERSTANDING OF

WITH WATER WHAT WIND |5,
AND EARTH.

THESE ARE THE INTERPRETING
STARTING POINTS FIRE REQUIRES AN
FOR PERSONAL, LINDERSTANDING
INDIVIDUAL, OF WHAT FIRE IS.
DISCOVERIES.
\\? MADAME!
THE POINT OF
INTERPRETING
WIND, FIRE, WATER § WHO WILL
AND EARTH WAS OF FIRE AND PERCEIVE
NOT TO SEE WHAT THE ENERGY PERCEIVE THE SHAPE
SCENE THEY OF EARTH? THE SOUL OF WIND?
COULD CREATE,

OF WATER?

BUT TO OPEN
THEIR EYES TO
"THAT CERTAIN
SOMETHING."



AND INDEED,
THEY BOTH
GAINED THEIR
OWN NOTIONS.

IN WIND,"
ONE MIGHT HMERANA
CALL THEM z lfsy 'fmlnr;falfe
| THE BIRTH KITAJI
| AND DEATH OF MAfA T’m e
THE WIND. BEGINNING AND
FADING OF ITS

WHIRLING

IN "FIRE,"
AYUMI FOUND
THE BEAUTIFLIL
RHYTHM OF
THE SOARING

MAYA THE
-| MADNESS
| THAT BURNS
THE HUMAN
HEART.

IN "WATER"
AYUMI FELT THE
EMOTIONS OF
LINDERWATER 8
CREATURES. [

MAYA THE
WATER'S
SOUL AND
ITS POWER.

MAYA, A

MOTHER'S
LOVE AND THE IN "EARTH,"
SEED THAT IT AYUMI DEIFIED THE
FOSTERS. LAND'S ENERGY

AND VOLATILITY.




BOTH GIRLS
WILL USE THE
ALL THOSE
THEMES...

...TO BUILD
THEIR CRIMSON
GODDESS.

IT WILL BE
INTERESTING TO
SEE HOW MUCH
THEY'LL BE ABLE
TO UTILIZE WHAT
THEY LEARNED.

\\ THERE 16
\ NOONE  EBVENFE — vever,

ITIS Just
BETTER FOR

FOR HER I AM SURE
A CHARACTER GOOD THE EXQUISITE

WHOSE BEALTY
LooKs. ACTING SKILL OF ,
1 SAID TO AYUMI HIMEKAWA WHICH ¥
BE BEYOND WILL PREVAIL
Ha\ comparisoN. ' CHE Wk BE
BETTER? THE | SOON THE
2 .
I DETAILED AND | REHEARSALS
o FOR THE
\ ’ THOROUGH
L @R INTERPRETATION|  SRMSON
o OF ATUM | GOPDESS
==2(0] ...OR THE WILL BEGIN.
O NeTNCTVE  HIMEKAWA...
.‘ k ONE OF MAYA
\ KITAJIMA?

R
A

WE SHALL
CLEARLY SEE

IF THAT WERE THE
CASE, THEN CHIGUSA

TSUKIKAGE WOLLD sty “
NEVER HAVE EVEN  |&- SUITED FOR :
CONSIDERED MAYA

THE CRIMSON

!
KITAJIMA! GODDESS.




G IT'S ALSO TRUE THAT
\é AYUMI HAS SUPERIOR
- TECHNIQUE, BUT MAYA
@. KITAJIMA HAS PROVED
<d TO HAVE A PRESENCE
It SHE IS A THAT COULD EVEN
TERRIFYING  OVERCOME AYLMI
GIRL! HIMEKAWA.

A
\

S0 MUCH <0,
THAT SHE WAS
ONCE CALLED THE
STAGE STORM.

I CAN HARDLY
WAIT TO SEE
WHAT THE TWO
ARE GOING TO
COME UP WITH.

THIS IS IT,
MASUMI-SAN.

IF You
PLEASE...




7 Tl
N ( \ \!
WSS 1 wAS RIGHT TO t\l \5 q \ 7
KEEP AN EYE ON \[~F 1 \ \ | FATHER
CHIGUSA TSUKIKAGE M\ = )
AND GENZO... [
LETe GOBAK i
) O THE CITY... - SEE THAT
onLLI:' TGoEI\ I CAME HERE  YOU ARE |
AS SOON AS T  WELL... | /
HOSPITAL. ‘ FOLIND OUT
YOU NEED [ AN

TREATMENT...

/ WHERE YOU




IN THE
VALLEY
OF THE
PLUM
TREES!

TLL STAY \

I WON'T
RETURN

IT WAS
HER!
CHIGUSA!

IT WAS

CHIGUSA
TSUKIKAGE
WHO SAVED ME
WHEN I WAS
ON THE VERGE
OF DEATH!
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WHAT?!
PRESIPENT
HAYAM! WAS
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HE WAS
SAVED BY A
HE'S ALL VILLAGER AND

RIGHT?!
THIS IS

/1S NOW IN A
MOUNTAIN

T MR y
g

S . _.

HAYAM/-SAN
/S FINE!

GENTLEMEN!




A IAM
i GONG
y .| TO THE
;+| VALLEY OF &
THE PLUM
TREES!

TATA!

HELP ME g
GET READY! {1114

o~

N AN

AR

Takamiya
Residence

) €

I REALLY
DON'T KNOW!

| can’t
imagine how
relieved you

@ must feel...

TN -

|

% 3 p
FA T — ! ;.‘ b 3
‘ (i - . [ i
MASUMI'S
AAH, WHAT FATHER WAS
7/ SHOULD T FOUND SAFE
¢ / WEAR? AND SOUND!
X "/ I HAVE TO 6O
G ' SEE HIM!

1 €

X B \
J
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e %o
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| Eests
I/ oot Slate
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~  Masumi, |
aw $o glad...




WE CAN USE
THIS PRETEXT
%TNE" TO GO INTO THE
FONC  VALLEY WHERE
CHIGUSA

PRESIDENT
e TSUKIKAGE I6.
(1) DID THAT
! "‘\\“ = YOUNGSTER m
\ SAKLRAKOJI |
=3 > A 60, T00? ' \ ] i
COEINE )
I\ /_\ /
— )
il
, .:,’v'
P I MUsT p
ABSOLUTELY T'VE LEARNED
1F 0, TALK WITH THAT RYUZO
TAKE ME MAYBE 1 CHIGUSA T CANT KURONUMA IS
WITH YOU, SHOULD TSUKIKAGE LET HIM  ALREADY AT
ONODERA. ) ALSO GO ABOUT THE HAVE AN  THE SITE.
THERE. CRIMSON ADVANTAGE
GODDESS! OVER ME.
L




National Drama Association
President’s Office

President
Hayami and
E Chigusa
T sukikage..:

I
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| EVERYTHING |

| READY.IAM |

| GOING TO '

| THE BIRTH- |
PLACE OF
THE CRIMSON

! GOING
TOTHE |\
VALLEY OF 1N
THE PLUM £ §

TREES! AR




I order to

" When

" | fiish it He taught me get acquainted
! * various carving with the part of
Vllhave — 4oonmiques, and the seulptor Isshin,
completed o otyally let me I've almost forced
: my task Of sculpt a statve Kaikei-san to
understanding ¢y non.. take me as his
e ... apprentice. . .Jf:

a freeloader
here for
100 long...

L~
=V |
\q:l-.o i
;,| oo i
=g\ Sg|#
17, %)
i & \ Ak ' / 5
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| IAMREALLY N
GRATEFUL FOR

IF YOU HAVE HERE, TAKE IT'S NO BIG DEAL. EVERYTHING,
PROBLEMS WITH  THIS. THESE I DON'T KNOW IF KAIKEI-SAN.
THE REHEARSALS, ARE THE TOOLS T HELPED YOU OR
TRY SCULPTING ~ YOU'VE LISED. NOT, BUT You
FOR A WHILE. TURNED OUT TO BE

A GOOD STUDENT!

T

e S

R
= A
N

WHEN I LOOKED

AT YOU SCULPTING I DON'T KNOW
| WITHOUT THINKING WHAT KIND OF
| ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE, CHARACTER
I FORGOT ABOUT ACTING, THE SCULPTOR
AND T THOUGHT I WAS LBUTDON'T ISSHINIS...
STANDING IN FRONT YOU THINK IT'S
OF YOUR ISSHIN! BETTER TO STOP
SEARCHING FOR IT 4

SO DESPERATELY?

IF YOU GIVE s
UP YOUR &
PREJUDICES,
YOU'LL SEE
THE TRUTH. Z




T

N
.

TO GET

DON'T YOU CLOSER TO THE
THINK TSSHIN | Cygmﬁ
LY FIRST GET

YOUCAN — ¢10cER TO
INTERPRET o 1pgELF.,

YOUR OWN
ISSHIN.

IS ALREADY
INSIDE OF
youz?
\

_\) s 3
\
x

= kamer- —
SAN! Z\*

AND ONE DAY,
ON THE STAGE, THANK

T SHALL I wiLL YO VERY
SCULPT A GlLApLy — MUCH!
STATUE! TAKE THESE

TOOLS!

s

R

‘ WHEN T o \'\
\ HAVE TROUBLE ‘
ok

Q¢

REHEARSING, \ R
il scuteT. AR

I'LL KEEP

P MY MIND p
N FOCUSED ON A v
ISSHIN! T SCULPTING! A




...binding
<

Pearls
of life... together
o Heawven

.s‘/)inning and

Two

/ This is difficult!
How should |
" interpret...

..y Crimson
Goddess?

v And whaf abouf voice of the
\aw.  heavens and the cry of the
v earth? Or the spirif?

F o, T % }/ Ty \
. What couldﬂ»epearls of life be? / / '/// lm \ .

*The spirit _
o "” of the =5 spiraling
”."4 - gods? N -

‘“ ‘{Mz

There, I'll try

10 uncover the

Isshin that is
inside wme!

~




- SOON, THE

IT WAS 1] TWO GIRLS
lehi A LONG WILL BEGIN
chiren... JOURNEY! REHEARSALS

o

FOR THE
ut

o IR S

FINALLY N i

MADE

Im...

g

\

X



i NOT WHEN
| |\ 1'VE MADE

¥

Not when

I've reached
this point!

[N
N

\eH
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