Understanding Cerebral Palsy and How
Lawyers Assist In the Case

What is Cerebral Palsy All About?

Cerebral palsy, also called Little’s Disease is the result of a brain injury or a brain malformation. Babies
with cerebral palsy are mostly born with such condition while others acquire it later in life. Earlier, it was
believed to be a result of complications during the birth process. However, it is now widely agreed that
birth complications count on a small percentage of cerebral palsy cases.
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The latest research suggests that majority such cases result from the development of abnormal brain or
brain injury before birth or during labor and delivery. Also, incidents such as accidents, abuse, medical
malpractice, negligence, infections, and injury are some known factors that may lead to cerebral palsy.

In fact, there are four main categories of cerebral palsy, which are as follows:

Spastic Cerebral Palsy

This is the most common form which affects around 80% of all cerebral palsy cases. What happens in
spastic cerebral palsy is that the tightness of one or many muscle groups results in limited movement of
the body. It is further categorized into several modes—

Spastic Hemiplegia

In this case, on one side of the child’s body is affected. An injury to the left side of the brain causes
deficit on the right side and vice versa.

Spastic Diplegia

It affects the lower portion of the body, which results in difficulty in walking for the child. Toe walking
and flexed knees are a common sight among children suffering from spastic diplegia.

Spastic Quadriplegia

This situation affects the entire body including the arms and legs. Uncontrollable shaking is often seen in
the children, as they have trouble in moving all the parts of their bodies along with face and mouth as
well.



Athetoid Cerebral Palsy

Here the child suffers from involuntary or purposeless motions and movement. Nearly 40% of patients
suffering from cerebral palsy are affected by athetoid cerebral palsy and face difficulty in balancing
themselves while sitting or walking.

Ataxic Cerebral Palsy

This situation is less commonly seen as it occurs in at most 10% of all cases. It affects the balance of
senses and depth perception. Skills like writing, holding a pencil or any small object becomes difficult
due to shake in the body.

Mixed Cerebral Palsy

This comprises both spastic and athetoid cerebral palsy. Only about a fourth of all cerebral palsy
patients have mixed cerebral palsy.



Every Case of Cerebral Palsy is Unique

This is true that every case of cerebral palsy is specific to every individual who is suffering. One person
may suffer complete paralysis and require constant care while another person suffers from the partial
paralysis that might have slight movement. Like other health disorders and conditions, several risk
factors can be taken as indicators of cerebral palsy. Some of the indicators are—

e Respiratory problems where the child has suffered brain damage or is not fully developed
e Complicated labor and delivery

e Premature birth where underweight babies are born

e Malformation of an abnormal or small head

e Multiple births

Role of Medical Malpractice Lawyer

A birth injury like cerebral palsy can result from the negligence of a doctor or medical malpractice. If you
believe that medical malpractice or neglect has contributed to your child’s cerebral palsy, consult an



experienced cerebral palsy lawyer in New York. The attorney would be responsible for investigating the
case and taking legal action against the faulty medical professional and the facility.

To Conclude

Experienced cerebral palsy lawyers in New York stand for every case wisely and help families to get over
with such horrific situation. They ensure that families get a fair trial and compensation for the
wrongdoing of the medical practitioners.

To know more about it you can visit:

http://www.lawfitz.com/practice-area/cerebral-palsy-lawyers/
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