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TSLKI- \
KAGE- |

SENSEI...

/

/

YES, THIS
1S PART
OF THE
LESSON.

PERFORM
AYUMI-SAN'S
JULIET? ME?




J
| YOU ARE
FINISHED
AT THE
THEATRE
FOR TO-
\ NIGHT?

A=

YES, I HAVE A
= A MEETING WITH
)i  TSUKIKAGE-SENSEI
TONIGHT.
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7 U \ ROOM? |

S SENSEl |
IN THE

PID YOU NOT

WISH ME TO

TEACH You
TO ACT?




PERFORM
AYUMI-SAN'S
JULIET?

I'M GOING TO
PERFORM
JULIET?




Ayumi-san’s




il | 1, perroRM
|| Anam-save

Why does
Tsukikage-sensei
want we fo
perform
Ayumi-san’s
Juliet?

ll fry it out!
Ayumwi-san’s
Jullef...
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,-ﬂ skylark’s
ﬁumnng
wings...

- Ah, and then..




~ | can’t fiy!
1 can’t fly with
wings like

Ayuwi-san!

[f‘ Flying delicately
as light and agile
as a bird...

THAT WAS
MORE LIKE A
HEAVY OBJECT
FALLING DOWN.
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IT IS LIKE
YOU NEVER

THE WAY YOU
WANT T TO?

.
’ = |l
| *THE GLory oF SucH IS THE| L ] | |You canTeven|  actors must
| Thieetaces  RESWTOF | = AYUM-SAN'S] | panage TS, \ BE ABLE
DESCRIBES LEARNNG | |- Z e T JLIET AND YOU STILL | TO CONTROL
SOMEONE LK ADVANCED, /4 staone. | | A0 | THER oWN
AYUMI-6AN.  TECH - \Wa ; /
i\ AYuM-eaNs | BODIES, MAYA!
(// ~ ’\\\ I
\ = 5 ” ) j\\‘
: Sl

LINES DELI-
VERED SO
BEAUTIFU-
LLY, THeY
WERE LIKE
MUsic TO
THE EARS.




That moment of joy
as it flew away
from Juliet’s hand...

N

AND IN THE

SCENE WHERE

THE SKYLARK
FLIES AWAY

\ N
\h\ | FrOMHER

HER HIGHLY  —
SKILLED BODY




.'7 7/
f / § A
l(/' / //7 _— ‘J/ b WAS\
/ g DELIGHTED

WHEN IT

ALIGHTED ON
| ONY, JusT as ALEHTER €

/  SUDDENLY, IT
FLEW AWAY.




AND S0, T
AM FREE
AS WELL!
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WHY DID You
PUT YOUR
HANDS BEHIND

FULET €AVE THAT
B TreeT
WINGS, €0 I FEEL
THAT SHE ISN'T
ULY PREE...




/| ER.ISIT.. |
| VERY STRANGE?
{ MY INTERPRETA-
} TION?

)

T 227

" IT 5. COMPARED

TO AYUMI'S
SEASONED
INTERPRETATION,
YOU LOOKED LIKE
AN INEXPERIENCED
NEWCOMER.

Compared to
Ayuwi-san...
like 2
newcomer...

A newcower...

She said she envies
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AMI
DISTURBING |
you,
TSUKIKAGE-
SENSEI?

it
Y

e

imm \@

MATTER.
AFTER ALL,
I ALREADY
AGREED TO
SEE YOU

TONIGHT.

AN
\Cldp
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I FEEL
PRIVILEGED
TO HAVE SEEN
YOU PLAY MY
JULIET.

< & meeting for ~
this particular
fime? 3

<. “Then, Tsukikage sensei
knew that Ayumi-kun .
would be coming,
and asked Maya to
perform Juliet on

LET GO OF ME...
I CAN'T BEAR
TO FACE
AYUMI-SAN
AGAIN!




(’ AYUMI-SAN'S = ‘ \
TJULIET \ [~ " ITs.. S0

! ! PERFORMED / EMBARRA-
il [ Like THaT SSING...
\  BY MYSELF... /

oo
I,
smma FLY THE gg";
‘ ONA | WAY THAT
T TSUKIKAGE-SENSEI BENCH... \ AYUMI-SAN

~—— WAS RIGHT. FOR Mg §

COMPARED TO I couLp AcT
AYUMI-SAN AT BETTER THAN
THIS MOMENT, AYUMI-SAN...!
| TAMLIKE A
\  NEWCOMER!

.l

envies the

i You 1ru|y are ‘ ’

a temfymg \\}
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/" The only area
/ wherelam /7,
| stronger than you /
/i probably in ,
acting fechnique... /

~_| am seared of ~
~-  Your raw
talent!

WOULD BE COMING
HERE. WHY DID
[ You Have To
\ \ MAKE HER
\  PERFORM?

SN
\ g — - = \ NOW? J

/ /[ YES. You KNEW
| THAT AN

\

1




[ 1AM SURE THAT

|\ BEING SEEN BY

. AYUMI-SAN LIKE

([ THAT WILL BE A

| SEROUS BLOW
TO HER.

AFTER MAKING HER
PERFORM AYUMI-SAN'S
JULIET, IT BECAME
CLEAR HOW FAR THE
GAP BETWEEN HER AND
AYUMI-SAN IS AT THIS

MOMENT IN TIME.

/,

— AYUMI
[ Epee A
‘ HER PLAYING 'S 208 0L

) RENCE BETWEEN

THE CRIMSON
Goovess... OR-
) SHE IS A VERY
SUITABLE
CANDIDATE...

TO ENABLE A PERSON TO
FULFIL THEIR POTENTIAL,
» OR TO DESTROY IT... ONE

i | CAN SAY THAT IT DEPENDS
U e | compLeTELY ON THOSE

ABSOLUTELY NO TWO FACTORS.
CHANCE OF BEATING
AYUMI-SAN.

2 . J mecamson
. & /| eovvesspaveo |
BY AYUMI-SAN |

P ! WouLD BE VERY
~<__  “l  BeAuTFuL,

THE AUDIENCES'
GAZE WOULD BE
COMPLETELY
CAPTIVATED BY
HER, MASUMI-SAN.

\\ \\‘\ \\‘\\\‘] 7
§\ RN ™ AW\



SENSEL

ACTING SKILL?

YOU MEN-|  ACTING
TION HER \  oK|LL?
SKILL? HERS?

I ONLY WANT
TO AsK You
ONE THING,

TSUKIKAGE-

|
7
WHAT DO You X,’ !
THINK OF !/
MAYA KITAJIMA'S  //,

MAYA KITA-

| /m\ JIMA'S?

X -
What are you T
thinking of?
Tsukikage

sensei, what
are you...
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O { Bur you poN'T
‘ HAVE TO HIDE

FROM US AS
WELL.

BUT...BUT I
WAS SEEN BY
AYUMI-SAN.

I'M SO ASHAMED.
I WANT TO DIE...

_/\.
AYUMI-SAN IS ‘_
LAUGHING AT ME... NO! T DON'T
SHE MuST Bk ¢S VVANT TO see
LALCHNG AT = ANYONE RIGHT
. !

by

YES, SHE MUST
THINK T'M AN
DloT!

Not only is she
radiant, bea

and intelligent; she
was born a star...

= Why does a gir ke that
exist? God really is unfair!

That kind of person is my rival..
Fate is oo ervel!




2R “ Y o '7 i -
il Residence iy W) V
7 TR e




This is me...

Maya Kitajima
Grades: really bad...
Hobbies: watching TV . :
§ Hitotsuboshi High School
wovies and theafre. 3rd year student,
about o graduate...
O However | look at /

\ i, this is obviously
not the face of

M == / a pretty girl...
o o K} L .
\ VS Y g SUS —
{ L, o v‘l : () % s \ ~
sl e 8, 7 Are You )
7 DOING? | —
IF YOU DON'T | \ |
COME AND EAT / (( 1~ ~ <
QUICKLY, THE % i | e
SOUP WILL GET \T—— ) L
COLD MAYA!
/ 4 3 \
) <—__~ You're beavtiful,
{5 o0 == and you can do x!ml-m.
N —=~ anything. hy is there
Good at your a person like
. " , studies, as well you?
Me, | don’t have (L mitoa
aTYﬁNb:% atnd ‘ / prodigy at
o ’ Ay ¥ acting.
everything | do.. ‘ Sy 1




ADDING AND
SUBTRACTING,
WHAT'S
INTERESTING

LEARNING
ALGEBRA
ISN'T THE
LEAST BIT
FUN.
A

| can’t study...
especially math,
I really, really

A FLAT...ER, listening to ah Lo ot '
THIS IS DO. wusic, | hate ;- mg{f ﬁn'_a
reading scores.

| can’t play
a single

instrument.
. As for phys ed,
\i - even though | don’t
\\ — dislike exercising...
kiragima- | | think that ‘liking’
R ONLY You i
W As for sewing, every plece | woup AN a"ld ?:t;'qeqood at’
BV e sew looks horrible as well.  “2€ THE " . o
REQUIRES lsn’t the needle seary? AS YOUR / ing..
EVERYTHING T TARLE ¥
yavel: ./ \ TENNIS! [T
"AH

Y

/ T'M AFRAID \ \/ Bl
mwiL sew | sensel, TM

SCARED OF




/ SENSEI WANTS  KITAJIMA-
YOU TO GO THE SAN!
HEADMASTER'S

OFFICE

B

ARE HERE,

If it was Ayumi-san, who is the A} "\
total opposite of wme, | bet she would... [\

..always be top in everything!

-l A\ dance and ballet

#l behind her... Gl 7

Shehasbeen .}
L L learning traditional
since she was little,
and can now be
said fobe at a
-~ professional level.

T

N\
/ HEADMASTER, \\

YOU WERE )

YOUR GUARDIAN
WANTED HIM TO




YOU WILL BE
GRADUATING FROM
HIGH SCHOOL SOON.
SHOULD YOU WISH,
YOU CAN CONTINUE
ONTO UNIVERSITY.

\‘\
ol

I

\ T'M ALREADY 50

TO SEND
ME TO UNI-
VERSITY?

GRATEFUL TO HIM < 74
( FOR PUTTING ME ALII;EVEW A P €Ry)  WHETHER You
) THROUGH HIGH A\ WISH TO ENTER
( s THOUGHT | (o= UNIVERSITY.
THIS... ;
\\ % TS \\
» / ‘ =
3 J " 5
ﬁ X | -
% S| [1 |V omvevou
i i “ WSHTT. |
T THANK YOU \ ;J !
S0 MUCH... \# ; 5
HOWEVER, THIS | |~ —y T
16 ENOUGH = | '
FOR ME; - F I (i

BEEN ABLE TO BECOME
AN INDEPENDENT ACTOR, '\

' 60 T WANT TO START
WORKING AND PRACTICE )
MY ACTING SKILLS |
451 6O. /




X
He has always, L
e MAKING You |
supported me... pret il
Always encoura- e |
ging me...
The Purple Rose...

A
S

="/ <
[ AR B e ——
SAN! IT's TIME FOR

ME TO LEAVE.

e
R

Mysterious girl.

(=

[}
\ k CAN... CAN YoU
" GRADUA-

COME TO MY

GRADUATION
CEREMONY?
What does she want .
to give fo him? 1

YES, T HAVE
SOMETHING
TO PRESENT
TO THE
PURPLE
ROSE.

1F T COULD
TROUBLE You
TO GIVE IT TO
HIM ON THAT
DAY.




L

sl

unbelievable. | |
| I'll be

gradvating JIf. 2 i
SOON... o R e

Or will she train her skills
further, and be an active

member of some acting \
troupe? )

Ayumi-san, | wonder
what she will do after
gradvation?

Will she go to university?

TSUKIKAGE- | A TIME FOR YOU. WE

WERE SENT HERE BY
SENSEI WHO / « | TSUKIKAGE-SENSEL, |

COULD YOU COME
TO. | WITH Us?

LISTEN, MAYA, IT /
SEEMS THAT [ TO THE AcADE- \3
AYUMI-SAN HAS | Mcarts K
RECEIVED THE FesTvAL'S ) \8
ACADEMIC ARTS | .~ AWARDS (7 9

AWARD...




Ayuwi-san has
received the
Acadewmic Arts

4 ““‘\\\ w“lc h /
1 R ‘ k [ Teukikace
8\ \ \\ | senselwiL
TP ' APPEAR AS
'(‘ SHE SAID SHE HAS  WELL;
¥ 5 [ AN IMPORTANT

WHICH 1S WHY SHE  (
il WANTS YOU TO BE




An important
announcement
about The Crimson

Academic Arts
Festival Awards||

sensei!

Ceremony hall.

Tsukikage- -

AND THE GIRL
HERSELF A WITH
BORN PRODIGY: |  pamous pum  HER
IS ONLY | DIRECTOR FATHER ,oh
NATURAL THAT ) "AND SUPERSTAR Zirine,
sue woup [ AN oHPERSTAR  geauty,
CREATE SUCH
COMMOTION.
s A

. : -
THAT'S ) RN T
BECAUSE AMAZING! THE OTHER \ N\ Féﬁ_wfgo:: rr1‘:|s o AYUMI-SAN!
SHE'S THE |  WINNERS ARE BEING D youNGeeT EVER 5  PLEASE LOOK
YOUNGEST COMPLETELY IGNORED. \\\ ")  RECIPIENT OF THE = THIS WAY!
EVER THE PRESS ARE ALL NP acavEMic ARTS ) AYUMI-SAN!
RECIPIENT OF |  GATHERING AROUND \ )
THE AWARD. | AYUMI HIMEKAWA. .




