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. This essay owes a great deal to discussions with
Raphael Samuel over many years; to Gwyn Prins and
several generations of students at Emmanuel College
Cambrideg; and more recently to Nilo Odalia and the
lively audience at my lectures at the Universidade
Estadual de Sao Paulo at Araraquarn in 1989.

2. For a famous (and debatabte) example. see R.W. Fogel

and S. Engerman, Time on the Cross (Boston. 1974).

There is a judicious assessment of the position of

economic history today in D. C. Coleman. History and

the Economic Past (Oxford, 1987).
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conjunction with Keith Thomas, Religion and the
Decline of Magic: Studies in Popular Beliefs in
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century England (London,
1971), a wider-ranging work which also derives

_ H. R. Trevor-Roper, The European Witch-Craze of the

Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries (Harmondsworth,
1967). p. 3.

Thompson. ‘History from Below’, p. 280.

‘Editorial’, History Workshop 1 (1971). p. 3.

Tony Judt. ‘Aclown in Regal Purple: Social History
and the Historian’, History Workshop 7(1979). p. 87.
Thompson, ‘History from Below’, p.279.

David Cannadine. ‘British History: Past, Present and
Future’, Past and Present 116 (1987), p. 177.
Cannadine’s piece prompted ‘Comments’ by P. R.
Coss, William Lamont, and Neil Evans, Past and
Present 119 (1988), pp. 171-203. Lamont’s views,
notably those expressed on pages 186-93, imply a
history from below approach to a new national history,
while Evans, p. 197. States explicitly that British
history needs to be fashioned from below and to work
up to an understanding of the state.

Hobsbawm, some Pellections, p. 13.

Roderick Floud, ‘Quantitative History and People’s
History’, History Workshop 17 (1984). p. 116.

 Qee Clifford Geertz, The Interpretation of Cultures

(New York, 1973), chapter 1, ‘Thick Description:
Toward and Interpretative Theory of Culture’.
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