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The National Bar Association 
was founded in 1925 and is the 
nation’s oldest and largest na-
tional network of predominant-
ly African-American or Black 
attorneys and judges.  It rep-
resents the interests of over 
65,000 lawyers, judges, law 
professors and law students. 
The NBA is organized around 23 
substantive law sections, 9 divi-
sions, 12 regions and 84 affiliate 
chapters throughout the United 
States and around the world.

As executives and decision mak-
ers, the NBA constituency con-
trols millions in procurement 
and consumer dollars. Its mem-
bers include corporate execu-
tives, elected officials, judicial 
officials, as well as members of 
large, small, and solo firms all 
of whom are interested in a wide 
variety of products and services. 
Whether in the public or private 
sector, African American attor-
neys are constantly seeking op-
portunities for professional and 
personal growth.

ABOUT  
NATIONAL BAR  

ASSOCIATION



The NBA’s 40 Under 40 Awards 
program recognizes the na-
tion’s top lawyers under 40 who 
exemplify a broad range of high 
achievement, including in inno-
vation, vision, leadership and 
legal and community involve-
ment. The awardees typically 
represent a cross-section of 
legal professionals, including 
lawyers from big, medium and 
small firms, solo and indus-
try practitioners, government 
lawyers, judges, academicians, 
corporate counsels, elected of-
ficials, and various other law-
yers, all of whom are using 

their degrees in innovative and 
community-impacting ways.  An 
independent selection panel 
reviewed a substantial submis-
sion of world-wide nominees, 
from which the panel selected 
the 40 individuals to receive 
the prestigious awards, 
which will be presented at 
the National Bar Associ-
ation’s illustrious 40 Un-
der 40 Awards Black Tie 
Gala on August 3, 2017, 
during the NBA’s 92nd 
Annual Convention in 
Toronto, ONT, Canada.

40 LAWYERS UNDER 40



2017-2018 NBA NATION’S BEST ADVOCATES: 

40 LAWYERS UNDER 40 

Tamara Benefield, Partner, Law 
Offices of Tamara Benefield 

Jovan Blacknell, Principal 
Attorney, Law Office of J. 
Blacknell

Jacqueline Brooks,  
Partner, Saul Ewing LLP

Cinnamon Butler,  
Division Chief, U.S. Dept of 
Agriculture - Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights

Lesley Horton Campbell,  
Associate General Counsel, 
Tiffany & Co.

Brandon Cox,  
Associate, Tucker Ellis LLP

Tyesha Miley, Attorney,  
Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Transportation Authority

Rodney Diggs,  
Partner, Ivie, McNeill & Wyatt

Leander Dolphin, Partner, 
Shipman & Goodwin, LLP

Miesha Darrough,  
Assistant United States Attorney,  
United States Attorney - Southern 
District of Florida

Miguel Dominguez,  
Attorney, Morgan & Morgan

Patricia Donkor,  
Assistant Attorney General,  
Office of the Attorney General, 
Civil Litigation Division

Nailah Gordon-Decicieo,  
Associate, Joanna Gordon Law 
Firm P.C. 

Ebony Rivon, Managing Partner, 
Rivon Law Firm, PLLC

Ashlei Gradney,  
Attorney, Kastl Law, P.C.

Meredith Graves,  
Senior Analyst, U.S. Government 
Accountability Office

Chasity Sharp Grice,  
Partner, Peppel, Gomes & 
MacIntosh, P.C.

Stephen Hall,  
Senior Litigation Associate, 
Holland & Knight

Nathaniel Hargress,  
Senior Counsel, Business & 
Legal Affairs,  
Viacom Media Networks

Robert Harmon,  
Deputy General Counsel and 
Director, Tesla Motors, Inc.

Keabii Henderson, Chief Judge, 
Cayce Municipal Court, City of 
Cayce, South Carolina

Rachel Lindsay,  
Associate, Cooper Scully

Shammara Henderson,  
Assistant U.S. Attorney,  
United States Attorney’s Office - 
District of New Mexico

Carla Laroche, Law Fellow, 
Criminal Justice Reform, 
Southern Poverty Law Center

Mariam Moktar,  
Associate, Lenczner Slaght

Mandisa “Mandy” Price,  
Senior Associate, Weil, Gotshal & 
Manges LLP

Bambo Obaro, Associate, Weil, 
Gotshal & Manges LLP

Jason Roberts,  
Shareholder, Rubin, Fortunato & 
Harbison, P.C. 

Shawnte Mitchell,  
V.P., General Counsel, Chief 
Compliance Officer,  
Aptevo Therapeutics Inc.

Natalie Walker, Partner, Webster 
& Fredrickson, PLLC

Aaron Ogletree,  
Attorney, Arbitrator and Mediator,  
Law Office of Aaron Ogletree

Lillie Nkenchor, Corporate VP, 
Advanced Planning Group, New 
York Life Insurance Co.

Nexus Sea, Associate, Baker 
Hostetler

Stacey Sublett, Associate, 
Beveridge & Diamond, PC

Lovely Warren,  
Mayor, City of Rochester, NY

Julie Wenah, Counsel, Airbnb

Lacreasha Wilkerson,  
Assistant Attorney General,  
Louisiana Dept. of Justice

Lance Woods, Associate, Meyer, 
Unkovic & Scott LLP

Lawanda Hodges,  
Managing Attorney,  
The Law Firm of Lawanda 
Hodges, LLC

Latrice Lee, Associate, Polsinelli



Alumni



Ademuyiwa Bamiduro
Ahmed J. Davis
Alfreda D. Coward
Andray K. NapolezLC 
Andrea Horton
Angela J. Scott
Antavius Weems 
Auma N. Reggy
Benjamin L. Crump
Bizunesh Scott
Brianna E. Williams
Chanelle Hardy
Charles Hamilton Houston III
Christopher M. Chestnut

Colette Dodson Honorable
Conti J. Moore
David L. Rawlinson II
Fiona Philip
Gilda Clift Breland. 
Heather McTeer Hudson
Jaime Harrison
James M. Williams
Jamon Hicks
Jeanne M. Gills 
Jennifer Fisher
Joseph M. Drayton
LaToya C. Fortner Merritt
Leslie Overton

Lisa Taylor
Meca Walker
Nefeterius Akeli McPherson
Reginald McGahee
Scott W. Reid
Shukura Ingram
Syeta N. Glanton
Tamika Tremaglio
Tonya T. Robinson
Venus Johnson
Vince H. Cohen, Jr. 
William K. Whitner

Adia Zuri May
Adwoa Ghartey-Tagoe Seymour
Alana Mathews-Davis
Allegra J. Lawrence-Hardy
Andrea H. Evans
Angelia Wade
Anthony Butler
Christiane A. Roussell
Christopher J. Tyson
Damon M. Brown
Earnest DeLoach, Jr.
Eric S. Casher
Eric Mathis
Errick Simmons

Eve Wright Taylor
Grasford Smith.
Jamala McFadden
Jameil McWhorter
Jonathan C. Augustine
Justin Hansford
Karen D. Fultz
Keshara Davis
Kimberly N. Reddick
Kisha Petticolas
Kristen Clarke
L. Chris Stewart
Marwan E. Porter
Noni Ellison Southall

Quinton G. Washington
Rodney Barganier
Ronda Williams
Rosalyn Sia Baker-Barnes
Savonne Ferguson
Seletha R. Butler
Steven V. Hunter
Taa Grays
Trent A. McCain
Will Crossley
Wilson L. White
Yvonne Williams

Adante Pointer
Alisia Mary Adamson
Allen C. Miller
Allison C. Danels
Allison R. Brown
Alvin F. Benton
Angela Ball
Annamaria Steward-Dymond
Anthony J.M. Jones
Ayanna Jenkins-Toney
Camille Y. Townsend
Catherine Ongiri
Cedric Richmond
Corena Norris-McCluney

D. Simone Williams
Derrick T. Simmons
Dolores Dorsainvil
Elke Suber
Erek Barron
Goldie K. Gabriel
Jabari A. Willis
Jennifer A. Prioleau
Jonathan Goins
Kenneth L. Parker
Kenya Thacker Pierre
Latrice A.G. Byrdsong
Linnea Willis
Lisa A. Hall-Johnson

Lora M. Whitticker
Nikki Johnson-Huston
Reginald McKnight
Rodney C. Pratt
S. Jeanine Conley
Sadarie Chambliss Holston
Sandra Douglass Morgan
Shavar D. Jeffries
Tchienyonnoh Katuri Kaye
Terrill L. Hill
Toni Y. Hickey
Tremayne Bunaugh

CLASS OF

CLASS OF

CLASS OF

 2010

 2011

 2012



Barbara J. Walker
Breon C.M. Walker
Candice S. Petty
Carlos Leach
Cassandra Georges
Chigozie Onyema
Craig A. Dixon
Dannelle Felecia Walker
Edward “Ted” James, II
Ekumene M. Lysonge
Evangeline M. Mitchell
Harmon “Monty” Cooper
JaDawnya Butler
JaRai A. Williams

Jasmine Rand
Justin Fairfax
Kristal Lauren High
Lacy L. Durham
Lakeisha C. Marsh
LaShonda Council Rogers
Lynnette D. Espy-Williams
Malaika Billups
Marie Giraud
Michelle N. Lipkowitz
Monica D. Barnes
Monique Liburd
Nichole Francis Reynolds
Nicole Isaac

Radiance Harris
Rashida MacMurray-Abdullah
Reginald Roberts, Jr.
Rhonda Peoples-Waters
Shontavia Jackson Johnson
Tanya Bullock
Tara Dawson Elliott
Tashinda Glover Richardson
Valyncia Simmons
W. Dewayne Richardson
Wade Hinton
Zulema Green

Akua Coppock
Asha Jackson
Beranton J. Whisenant, Jr.,
Carlos Moore
Cometria Cooper
David L. Morrow II
Diallo Crenshaw
Dionna Lewis
Ellisen Turner
Gerrard L. Grant
Jaliya Stewart Faulkner
Jermaine L. Kidd
John Mathews II
John Moore
Justin G. Tanner

Kathlyn Card-Beckles
Keir Gumbs
Kendra Brown
Kendra Howard
Kenyan R. McDuffie
Kwamina Thomas Willford
Lani P. Shaw
Leigh Chapman
Louis “Jamie” Boston
Micah D. Hall
Michael L. Whitlock
Michael Mills
Michelle Mitchell
Michelle Thomas
Nicholas K. Austin

Oneisha Herring
Philip Person
Robert Collier
Rodney D. Bullard
Sasha Watson
Shannon Redd
Shatorree Bates
Tamiko Walker
Tillman Breckenridge
Tracee R. Benzo
Tricia Duthiers.
William McCaskill
Yendelela Neely Anderson

Andrew Houston
Antonio K. Kizzie
Bari A. Williams
Benjamin Taylor
Betselot Zeleke
Brandes Ash
Brandon Harrell
Chasity Boyce
Danielle Turnipseed
Dorothy Russ
Ellaretha Jones
Haniyah Miller
Ibiere Seck
Jana J. Edmondson-Cooper

Jason Clark
Jessica Childress
Jody Owens
Karelia Stewart
Karen Eneas
Karl O. Riley
Kasheica McKinney
Kennedy K. Luvai
Kristi D. Matthews
Lamonika Hurst
Lonita Baker
Marie Maurice
Marjorie Williams
Meliah Bowers Jefferson

Michelle K. Wilson
Nate Saint-Victor
RaShelle Davis
Richard Lewis Richardson
Ron Wotorson
Ronnivashti Whitehead
Shannon Humphrey
Shara Chang
Shayne O’Reilly
Tiffany Harper
Verona Swanigan
Will Wilder

CLASS OF

CLASS OF

CLASS OF

 2013

 2014

 2015



Raheemah Abdulaleem
Justin Bailey
Alexis Carter
Adrieannette Ciccone
Otanya Clark
Jami Coleman
Kanika Corley
Khyla Craine
Jocelyn Cuttino
Amanda Edwards

Antoinette Ellison
Terrance Evans
Shimica Gaskins
LaDray Gilbert
Kevin Gooch
Verleana Green
Anthony Grice
Jasmyne Henderson
Sean Jamieson
Terry Johnson

Kimberly Jones
Shawndra Jones
Jillian Joseph
Deborah Kemi Martin
Kafi Kennedy Swanson
LaTanya Langley
Ronnie Mabra
Yavonna Morris
Erin Nowell
Makesha Patterson

James Perez
Dartesia Pitts
Julius Redd
Damario Solomon-Simmons
Yolanda Strader
Raychelle Tasher
Jana Taylor
Yodit Tewolde
William Trach
Kahlil Yearwood

CLASS OF  2016



Over 50 outstanding Continuing 
Legal Education Seminars

Presidential Showcases

40 under 40 Awards Gala 

Fred David Gray Hall of Fame 
Luncheon

Thurgood Marshall Judicial 
Council Awards Luncheon

Corporate Counsel Leadership 
Summit

NBA Diversity & Inclusion 
Symposium

Civil Trail Advocacy Boot Camp

Marine Corp JAG Interviews

Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Drum Major for Justice 
Advocacy Competition

Exhibit Hall (for attendees, 
friends, and the general public)

Career Fair

Youth Enrichment Program 
(camp)

Masters in Litigation CLE:  
What Every Litigator Must 
Know?

Arthenia Joyner Prayer 
Breakfast

Women Lawyers Division 
Breakfast

Charitable Tennis Tournament

92nd Annual Awards Banquet

Young Lawyers Division Junius 
W. Williams Annual Awards 
Luncheon

Law School Alumni Breakfasts

Special Distinguished Guests 
and Speakers

Public Events involving matters 
of importance to the public

NBI Golf Tournament

Miscellaneous: Major 
Entertainment (some open to 
the public), other receptions 
and meetings

Will include the following activities:

No person was ever 
honored for what 

he received.

Honor has been  
the reward for  
what he gave.

OF THE NATIONAL BAR 
ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE



This year the 2017 class of the 
“40 Under 40” will be inducted 
during the National Bar Associa-
tion Convention in Toronto, ONT, 
Canada hosted at the Fairmont 
Royal York Hotel

The Hotel’s history begins in 
1843, when Captain Thomas Dick, 
a respected lake-boat captain, 
built Ontario Terrace, which 
consisted of four brick houses. 
The humble row project was 
soon thereafter occupied by Knox 
Theological College. In 1853, 
the building was refurbished 
and renamed the Sword’s Hotel, 
and then, following a change of 
ownership, renamed the Revere 
Hotel. Captain Dick bought back 
the hotel in Toronto and reno-
vated it yet again in 1862. The 
stately Queen’s Hotel, as it was 
then called, became an integral 
part of the boomtown. It was even 
rumored to be the site of Sir John 
A. Macdonald’s meeting with 
American Civil War sympathizers 
who plotted retaliation.

On June 11, 1929, the hotel 
officially opened as The Royal 

York. It was the tallest building in 
the British Commonwealth and 
quickly set the hospitality stan-
dard of the day. The magnificent 
hotel became known as a city 
within a city, rising in 28 floors 
of architectural splendor and re-
plete with mechanical genius and 
opulence never before seen in 
Toronto.  Today, after welcoming 
more than 40 million guests, The 
Fairmont Royal York continues to 
epitomize gracious hospitality as 
one of the most luxurious hotels 
in Toronto.  It was recognized 
as one of the 2016 Top Hotels in 
Canada by Condé Nast Traveler 
readers.

A stay at The Fairmont Royal York 
places you in the center of Down-
town Toronto, and is minutes 
away from its biggest attractions 
including: The CN Tower, Ripley’s 
Aquarium of Canada, Air Canada 
Centre, Rogers Centre, the Eaton 
Centre, and the Sony Centre for 
the Performing Arts. A mall and 
shops are within easy reach of 
the hotel.

THE FAIRMONT ROYAL YORK HOTEL



CONVENTION  
AND GALA  
TABLE  
SPONSORS

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:  

By sponsoring the 40 Under 40 
Reunion Gala, you will have the 
opportunity to assist the NBA in 
fulfilling one of its core missions - 
community service.  You will also have 
an opportunity to partner with various 
recipients in helping the communities 
in which you do business.

As a sponsor during the 92nd 
Anniversary of the National 
Bar Association, you will have 
the opportunity to be part of 
something bigger, something 
that will have a lasting impact 
on our communities, the 
United States and the world, 
as thousands will help us 
observe the historic nature 
of this convention. This is an 
exciting time and presents 
a unique opportunity to be 

part of history. In 
general, the higher 
the level of sponsor-
ship the more prominence 
and better visibility you will 
receive for your marketing 
and on-site signage and 
product or services display. 
In addition, the number of 
credentialed event tickets, 
VIP access and other benefits 
increases as your sponsorship 
increases.

As a sponsor, you will have the opportunity to receive the following additional benefits:

PUBLIC RELATIONS EXPOSURE: 

Sponsors benefit from the substantial media 
attention accompanying the NBA Convention 
as well as the 40 Under 40 Awards Gala.  
By being connected with this prestigious 
group of emerging leaders from across the 
country, your business will benefit from the 
name recognition associated with these 
accomplished leaders through national and 
local coverage.

PROFESSIONAL RECRUITMENT:  

The 40 Under 40 Awards highlights 
the best and the brightest legal 
minds from every area of the country 
and every walk of life. Sponsors will 
receive the opportunity to interact 
with and impress top-notch can-
didates from whom sponsors can 
recruit stellar candidates if the need 
presents itself. 

MARKETING EXPOSURE: 

Your sponsorship provides 
marketing opportunities in the areas 
of media promotion in the NBA’s 
newsletter, products or services 
information distributed to attendees, 
recognition at the general 
convention, and recognition at the 40 
Under 40 Awards Gala.



 r Designation as a Presenting 
Sponsor of the NBA Convention

 r Two tables in Platinum section 
at Awards Gala

 r Physical and electronic 
signage at the event (including 
promotional banner)

 r Logo reflected on wall
 r Branding via electronic and 

hardcopy invitations to Gala

 r Premier placement on all 
electronic blasts for Convention

 r Greetings or remarks by 
representative at Presidential 
Showcase

 r Two tables in Platinum section 
at 40 Under 40 Gala

 r Opportunity to include handouts 
and/or product samples in NBA 
Convention registration packet

 r Full page advertisement in 
Convention Brochure

 r One (1) full-page, premium 
placement advertisement in the 
event program

 r Ten (10) complimentary 
registrations for the Convention

 r Opportunity for advertisement 
on NBA website

 r Designation as Title Sponsor of 
the N.B.A.: 40 Lawyers Under 
40 Gala

 r Two tables in Platinum section 
at Gala

 r One (1) full-page, premium 
placement advertisement in the 
event program

 r Greetings or remarks by 
representative at 40 Under 40 
Gala

 r Physical and electronic 
signage at the event (including 
promotional banner)

 r Branding via electronic and 
hardcopy invitations to Gala

 r Premier placement on all 
electronic blasts for Gala

 r Logo reflected on wall
 r Logo and hyperlink on N.B.A.: 40 

Lawyers Under 40 page

 r Opportunity for advertisement 
on N.B.A.: 40 Lawyers Under 40 
website

 r Opportunity to include handouts 
and/or product samples in NBA 
Convention registration packet

 r Full page advertisement in 
Convention Brochure

 r Four (4) complimentary 
registrations for the Convention

PRESENTING SPONSOR AT CONVENTION

TITLE SPONSOR

There are various levels of sponsorship to 
accommodate individuals, local, state, national and 
corporate organizations that wish to contribute.  The 
National Bar Association is a 501(c)(7 ) organization 
and contributions or gifts to it may be tax deductible 
as ordinary and necessary business expenses.   
Please consult your tax advisor for advice.

- 100 000 -

- 50 000 -



 r Table in Platinum section at Gala
 r Logo on step-and-repeat at Gala
 r Opportunity to network with Gala 

attendees
 r Special listing in the event’s 

printed program
 r One (1) full-page advertisement 

in the Gala program
 r Special on-screen recognition 

during Gala
 r Special Microphone recognition 

by emcee at Gala
 r Recognition on NBA 40 Lawyers 

Under 40 web site section

 r Ten (10) tickets in the Silver 
section

 r Opportunity to network with 
dinner attendees

 r One (1) full-page advertisement 
in the Gala program

 r Special listing in the Gala 
printed program

 r Special on-screen recognition 
during Gala

 r Ten (10) tickets in the Bronze 
section

 r A half-page advertisement in the 
Gala program

 r Opportunity to network with Gala 
attendees

 r Special listing in the Gala 
printed program

PLATINUM  
TABLE SPONSOR

SILVER 
TABLE SPONSOR

BRONZE 
TABLE SPONSOR

- $15,000 -

- $5,000 -
- $2,500 -



All Payments are due now. Form should be emailed to: 40Under40@nationalbar.org.
Make check payable to: National Bar Association, 1225 11th St. NW, Washington, DC 20001

PAYMENT INFORMATION
Check

Credit Card Number

Name on Card

Amount Enclosed Exp. Date:

Signature

Visa Mastercard American Express Diners Club Discover

Company Name

Contact Person

Address

City, State, Zip

Title

Phone Fax Email

NBA “40 Lawyers Under 40”
August 3, 2017 - Toronto ON, Canada

Exclusive Title Sponsorship Platinum Table Silver Table

Title Sponsor of Awards Gala Gold Table Bronze Table

- 100 000 - - 15 000 - - 5 000 -

- 50 000 - - 10 000 - - 2 500 -

SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION FORM



NBA “40 Lawyers Under 40”
August 3, 2017 - Toronto ON, CanadaSPONSORSHIP INFORMATION FORM

PRINTING SPECIFICATIONS REQUIRED REPRODUCTION MATERIALS

AD RATES TRIM SIZE LIVE AREA PRICE

Full Page (4/C)  8.5” x 11”** 7.25” x 9.75” $2,000

Full Page (B&W) 8.5” x 11”** 7.25” x 9.75” $1,500

1/2 Page (Horizontal & 4/C)* 8.5” x 5.5”** 7.25” X 4.75” $1,000

1/2 Page (Horizontal, B&W)* 8.5” x 5.5”** 7.25” X 4.75” $ 750

Inside Back Cover 8.5” x 11”**  7.25” x 9.75” $3,000

Inside Front Cover 8.5” x 11”** 7.25” x 9.75” $2,750

Back Cover  8.5” x 11”** 7.25” x 9.75” $4,000

* - Add $200 for spot color         ** - Add $400 for 4 color  
** - Add 1/8” Bleed (Example: Full page bleed = 11.25” x 8.75”) 

Publication trim size is 8.5”x 11”
Live matter should be no larger 
than 7.25” x 9.75” or “7.25 x
4.75” depending on the ad size.
Include 1/8 bleeds where necessary.
4 color ads must be CYMK, not RGB.

For optimal resolution, please ensure that all graphics are at least 300 
dpi. Adobe InDesign CS3 or higher Files with all supporting Links and 
Fonts. High resolution PDF and EPS Files with embedded or outlined 
fonts, and JPEG or TIFF files are acceptable.
It is recommended that ads be submitted in a PDF format using the 
Adobe Acrobat Distiller job options settings required for proper output. 
Camera-ready art is acceptable, and will be scanned to an electronic 
format. A maximum 100 line screen is accepted for halftones.

All ads should be submitted camera-ready immediately. Ads should be submitted to 40Under40@nationalbar.org



FAIRMONT YORK HOTEL -TORONTO CANADA
JULY 29 – AUGUST 3, 2017

If you are interested in sponsoring  
the NBA or 40 Under 40, or need  
additional information, contact:

AUBREY “NICK” PITTMAN,  
Chair NBA 40Under40  
Program Committee

40Under40@nationalbar.org


